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Videotape of arrest

of misconduct]

By Beth Laski

and Jaxon Van Derbeken
Daily News Staff Writers

Los Angeles police said late

Monday that they are investigating

allegations of misconduct by their

officers in connection with an ar-

rest that was videotaped by a Lake
View Terrace resident.

The incident in question oc-

curred Sunday morning in Lake
View Terrace when Los Angeles
police from the Foothill Division

used batons to subdue a man, who
was arrested on suspicion of evad-

ing arrest, said Los Angeles police

Capt. Tim McBride.
The investigation was prompted

by the videotape of the incident in

the 1 1700 block of Foothill Boule-
1

vard, officials said.

The officers responded to a radio

call at about 1 a.m. from California

Highway Patrol officers requesting

'

assistance, McBride said. \

“We started our investigation

(Monday)/’ said McBride, com-

mander of the Foothill station,
j

“The fact that someone videotaped

it (the incident) provides us with
|

additional evidence for investiga- ,

tion,” he said. <

“Anybody who would look at the
!

(video tape) . . . would be con-

cerned and would want to do an in-

'

vestigation,” McBride said. I

“It was initially a CHP attempt
|

to stop someone and a pursuit after
j

! he failed to stop,” McBride said7

!

He said the suspect had apparently

;

driven past CHP officers at speeds

in excess of 100 mph.
McBride said the investigation is

being conducted by the Los Angeles

i

Poljce Department’s Internal Af-

fairs Division at the request of Po-

lice Chief Daryl Gates.

Police Captain John Mutz said

the investigation concerns the con-

duct of several officers.

“Every use of force and every
,

pursuit, we investigate,” McBride

said. “We saw a tape where a mon-

adnock (baton) was utilized on a

suspect.” i

Police said the suspect was treat-

ed at a local hospital after the ar-

rest. _
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Video Showing Beating by
L.A. Officers Investigated

r By FAYE FIORE
'

and PHILIPP GOLLNER
l TlM l:S STAFF Wit ITERS

Los Angeles police officials are
-investigating a videotape filmed by
a Lake View Terrace, man that

shows .a group of police officers

• brutally clubbing a man about the
head and back with nightsticks,

• then kicking and beating him some
more after he appears to be face

Gown on thegiound.
The contents of the .powerful

^
tape, shot over the weekend by

T amateur photographer George
Holliday, 31, have been referred to

the Police Department's Internal

VAffairs Division for investigation of

possible excessive use of force by
• officers from the Foothill Division,

according to Deputy Police Chief
William Booth.

Holliday said he was looking out
his window in the 11700 block of

Foothill Boulevard at 1 a.m. Sun-
day when he saw about 10 police,

cars pull over a white sedan across

the street after what appeared to

be a pursuit.

From their second-floor apart-

ment balcony, Holliday said he and
‘

his wife saw the driver get out of

the car and lie face-down on the
^pavement, apparently following
-the officers' instructions. Two pas-
sengers, both men who appeared to.

'be in their mid-30s, remained .in

the car, he said.
' '

Holliday grabbed his newly pur-.
Phased video camera, went to the

balcony and begah -taping the -

scene. .

- ‘
.

. A copy of the tape; which Holli-

day provided to KTLA Channel 5
news, was viewed by a Times
reporter Monday night. It shows
what appears at first to be* three

officers surrounding the man,
swinging their nightsticks. The
tape slowly comes into focus and
the beating accelerates, with one
officer swinging his stick wildly

back ana forth as the man hunches
on his knees, attempting to cover
his face and head.
' The heavy-set black man,
dressed in light pants and .a dark
T-shirt, then rolls to the ground on
his stomach, Several officers con-

‘

tinue whacking #iirtf across the

back of the legs, the kidney area,

the neck and about the head.'

At one point, the man is sur-

rounded by what appears to be as

many as 10 officers, most of whom
stand and watch their colleagues.

At no time does the man appear to

offer any resistance.

Mostly, the-man rolls about, as

though in pain. He appears to be
crying out. He is still for several

seconds, then -one officer stomps
his head with a foot and kicks the

man. Other officersjoin in.

• At 'one .point, another officer

appears to .attempt to intervene,

but without success.,
'

.

"The policeman seemed to try to

pull another one of them away, sort

of gesturing; ‘Stop, that's enough,!

but the £ther person kept on_hit-

ting him," Holliday recalled. •

Another officer could be seen
' holding a wire that appeared to be

attached to the man's neck. Offi-

cers then "hog-tied” him, binding

his ankles and wrists .behind' his

back, Holliday said, and left -hiny

• that way on a lawn until an
ambulance arrived, to take him
away.
The two passengers were hand-

cuffed and driven away in police

cars, Holliday said.

The incident takes up at least T
minute, 50 seconds of videotape.

LOS ANGELES TIMES
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-Police oh Monday .did not identi- *

fy the man they took into custody
nor * e^lain the -reason he was
stopped! The -Foothill .Division
watch commander would not com-
ment on the matter.

Booth, too, said he knew none of
the particulars about the man. He
said a copy of the -tape has been
turned pver to internal affairs in-

^
vestigators. Officials of -the depart-

' ment could not .be reached Monday
.night.

: r , _

,

Police spokesman Lt. Fred Nix-
on *tol_d ^KTLA that -the police

report'"indicates the arrestee; not*
•. like the men In his- car, did not go
’ along willingly. It is impossible to

look at a video and see what the
situation was?' That, he said, would

|

be the subject of the investigation.

’“Before they started hitting him
he was pretty much cooperative,"

.Holliday said. "It was a weird
: feeling. I was trying to think what

could he have done to deserve
. that? ! was thinking, it's terrible

that that's happening, I was feeling
- for the guy. . . . But I-didn't know
- what the guy did." * * .

FBI/ DOJ



Scene from videotape shown on KTLA-TV shows officers surrounding a man with their jnightsticks.
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•- LOS' ANGELES — The FBI and the •

"District Attorney’s Office began, an m-

Investigation Tuesday into what appeared

to be
5
a brutal nightstick beating of an

Altadena motorist by Los Angeles po-

lice, an assault that was captured on

videotape by a nearby resident and *

scribed as shocking by Los Angeles

..Mayor Tom Bradley.
_

“This is something we cannot and

Will not tolerate,” Bradley said after

viewing the video show.ing agroupof

police officers clubbing and kicking 25-

year-old Rodney Glenn King as te lay

on the ground. “I am as shocked and

outraged as anyone.”
, , 0

A copy of the videotape, shot by a

Lake View Terrace man early Sunday,

was turned over to. the Police Depart-

ment’s Internal Affairs Division for an

investigation of whether officers used

Scefsive force, Deputy Police Chief

' William Booffi said.
,

5
FBIagents also entered the probe

^Tuesday to investigate possible civil-

-Shts violations, FBI spokesman Fred

Reagan said.
, . , „

The incident started about 1 a.m.

> Sunday, when California Highway Pa-

trol officers tried to stop a car traveling

hi excess of 100 mph near the mtersec-

' tion of the Foothill (210) and Shni Val-

ley (118) freeways, said police Capt.

Thomas McBride, commander of the de-

tnartment’s Foothill Division.

At the request of--.CHP officers, Los

• Angeles police joined the chase, and the

^motorist was pulled over on Foothill

: Boulevard in Lake View Terrace,

f The videotape shows an apparently

’ handcuffed King on the ground with

•three officers striking him repeatedly

with their batons. At one point,’ one

officer kicked King.
,

King, who was treated at a nearby

hospital, was booked for investigation

of a felony count of evading police offi-

cers. He remained in custody Tuesday

at the County-USC Medical Center jail

ward on a. “no bail” hold.

Officer Don Lawrence^j^pokesmam

.

for the Los Angeles Police De-

partment, said he had no infor-

mation about King’s condition.

King’s brother, Ron, told tele-

j vision station KCAL Channel 9

,
;
that police had broken his broth-

r
1 er’s leg. . .

“Why would they beat some-

,
one like that? They beat him and

, beat him and beat him,” he told

KCAL
’1 Officials with both the Alta-

, j
dena and Pasadena chapters of

the NAACP said they would m-
. vestigate the incident. •

i . »My blood’s boiling, said

Altadena NAACP President

> Tony Stewart. “It’s terrible to

- think this kind of thing can hap-

l pen in America.”
• The videotape drew outrage

t. from black groups and civil hb-

i- ertarians. . . ,

g '“The time has come to take a

> very deep look at what the de-

partment does,” said Ramona
- Ripston, executive director of

the Los' Angeles chapter of the

i- American Civil Liberties Union.
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The police chief “must be held
responsible for this kind of bru-

tal response.”
Ripston claimed police brutali-

1

ty is common in the city.
1 “The difference this time is we
have the proof. We have it on
?tape,” she said.

;
Altadena community activist

Ralph McKnight, who was elect-

ed this weekend as co-chairman
of the Rainbow Coalition state

. caucus along with state Sen.
Maxine Waters, D-Los Angeles,

.called for Gates’ resignation aijd

the dismissal of the officers in-

volved.
*Tm so furious about this

thing I can barely think or talk

^cordially,” McKnight said. “The
most tragic part of this whole
thing is we don’t know how
many of these types of incidents

go on all the time.”
* The beating was recorded by
"George Holliday, 31, who said he
videotaped the incident from his

apartment balcony. His' tape was
broadcast repeatedly Tuesday
night on national news networks
and local television stations.

Holliday said he and his wife

watched as a white sedan was
pulled over by about 10 squad

cars. The driver got out of the

car and was lying face down on
the pavement when three offi-

cers began striking him, Holli-

day said.

The beating continued for

more than a minute, he said.

During the beating, two pas-

sengers remained in King’s car.

They were not identified by po-

lice.

“Bpfore they started hitting

him, he was pretty much cooper-

ative,” Holliday said. “It was a
weird feeling. I was trying to

think, ‘What could he have done
to deserve that?’

“I was thinking, it’s terrible

that that’s happening, I was feel-

ing for the guyp*.-. . But I didn’t

know what the guy did.”

Police Lt. Fred Nixon said a
police incident report “indicates

the arrestee, not like the men in

his car, did not go along willing-

ly. It is impossible to look at a
video and see what the situation

was.”
CHP Officer Glen Dominguez

said two CHP officers were at

the scene of the arrest but did

not participate in -the beating.

He said their role in the action

was being reviewed.

j
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FBI probes

beating of

motorist
From staff and wire reports

LOS ANGELES — The FBI
and the District Attorney’s Of-

fice began an investigation Tues-

day into what appeared to be a
•brutal nightstick beating of an
Altadena motorist by Los Ange-

les police, an assault that was
‘-captured on videotape by a near-

by resident and described as

•shocking by Los Angeles Mayor
.Tom Bradley.

“This is something we cannot

and will not tolerate,” Bradley

said after viewing the video
showing a group of police offi-

cers clubbing and kicking 25-

year-old Rodney Glenn King as

he lay on the ground. “I am as

shocked and outraged as any-

one.”

A copy of the videotape, shot

by a Lake View Terrace man
.early Sunday, was turned over

to the Police Department’s Inter-

nal Affairs Division for an inves-

tigation of whether officers used

excessive force. Deputy Police

Chief William Booth said.

s
FBI agents also entered the

•probe Tuesday to investigate

^possible civil-rights violations,

FBI spokesman Fred Reagan
said.
The incident started about

1 a.m. Sunday when California

'Highway Patrol officers tried to

Stop a car traveling in excess of

loo mph near the intersection of

‘the Foothill and Simi Valley

Freeways, said police Capt.

Thomas McBride, commander of

the department’s Foothill Divi-

sion.
'

At the request of CHP officers,

Los Angeles police joined the

'chase, and the motorist was pull-

;ed over on Foothill Boulevard in

{Lake View Terrace.

The videotape shows an appar-

ently handcuffed King on the

ground with three officers strik-

ing him repeatedly with their

batons. At one point, one officer

kicked King.
King, who was treated at a

nearby hospital, was booked for

investigation of a felony count of

evading police officers. He re-

mained in custody Tuesday at

the County-USC Medical Center

jail ward on a “no bail” hold.

Officer Don Lawrence, a

spokesman for the Los Angeles

Police Department, said he had

no information about King’s con-

dition. _
However, King s brother, Ron,

told television station KCAL
Channel 9 that police had broken

his brother’s leg.

“Why would they beat some-

one like that? They beat him and

beat him and beat him,” he told

KCAL.
, Ali

Officials with both the Alta-

dena and Pasadena chapters of

the NAACP said they would in-

vestigate the incident.
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“My blood’s boiling,” said

Altadena NAACP President

Tony Stewart. “It’s -terrible to

think this kind of thing can hap-

pen in America.”
The videotape drew outrage

from black groups and civil lib-

ertarians.

“The time has come to take a

very deep look at what the de-

partment does,” said Ramona
Ripston, executive director of

the Los Angeles chapter of the

American Civil Liberties Union.

The police chief “must be held

responsible for this kind of bru-

tal response.” •

Ripston claimed police brutali-

ty is common in the city.
_

“The difference this time is we
have the"proof. We have it on

tape,” she said.
.

Altadena community activist

Ralph McKnight, who was elect-

ed this weekend as co-chairman

of the Rainbow Coalition state

caucus along with state Sen.

Maxine Waters, D-Los Angeles,

called for Gates’ resignation and

the dismissal of the officers in-

volved. .

“I’m so’ furious about this

thing I can barely think or talk

cordially,” McKnight said. “The

most tragic part of this whole

thing is we don’t know how
many of these types of incidents

go on .all the time.” •

The beating was recorded by'

George Holliday, 31, who said he

videotaped the incident from his

apartment balcony. His tape was:

broadcast repeatedly Tuesday

night on national news networks

and local television stations.

FBt/OOJ
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111 By Jaxon Van Derbcken

DailyNm Staff Writer

LAKE VIEW TERRACE —
The FBI opened an investigation

Tuesday into the conduct of Los

Angeles'police officers who were

caught on a home video repeat-

edly beating and kicking a motor-

ist after a high-speed chase.

MayorTom Bradley, other city

officials and civil-rights groups

condemned the officers’ conduct

during the arrest of the black

man as “outrageous.”

Police Chief Daryl F. Gates

pledged a full investigation but

cautioned against judging the of-

ficers prematurely.

“Anyone who has viewed the

tape certainly would probably

hasten to make a judgment, and I

would just caution them in doing

that,” Gates said. “We don’t

train our officers to do this type

' ofthing and we don’t tolerate it.

“Ifwe determine that the offi-

cere were indeed out of line, it is

Courtesy of KTLA (Chancel 5)

A photo taken from the videotape of the arrest of a motorist Sunday shows Los Angeles police officers kicking and beating the man. .See beating/

B
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an aberration,” he said. “It is

not the kind of conduct that we
have normally from our offi-

cers.”

The FBI said it would con-

duct an investigation to deter-

mine whether police violated

the civil rights of Rodney Glenn
King, 25, of Altadena, when
they arrested him in Lake View
Terrace early Sunday.

“We have opened a case,”

said FBI spokesman Jim Neil-

son. “The FBI is investigating

allegations of someone’s civil

rights being violated, we investi-

gate allegations in civil-rights

matters.”

The incident also is being in-

vestigated by the Los Angeles
. County District Attorney’s Of-

fice, the LAPD and the Califor-

nia Highway Patrol, whose unit

started the pursuit of King but

turned it over to the Los An-
geles police.

A videotape of King’s arrest

was shot by George Holliday,

31, from the balcony ofihis Lake-

.
View Terrace home/The two-

minute"tape shows the man be-

ing kicked and beaten repeated-

ly by officers before he was
handcuffed while lying on the

pavement in the 1 1700 block of

Foothill Boulevard.

Holliday turned the video-

tape over to KTLA Channel 5,

which aired the dramatic foot-

age on its newscasts Monday
night, and turned a copy over to,

the LAPD Monday evening.

Copies of the tape were then
played throughout the day
Tuesday by other local TV sta-

tions and Cable News Network.

Holliday, a manager of a

North Hollywood plumbing
company, said he and his wife

were sleeping when they heard

the commotion in front of their

home. Outside his balcony, Hol-

liday said he saw a man spread-

eagled on the hood of a white

car and then decided to test out

his new video camera.

“I wondered, what did this

guy do that it would get to the

point that he would be hit like

that?” Holliday said. “I couldn’t

tell if he could walk or not be-

cause he was lying face down—
the force of the blows was very

hard.”

Holliday said he was inter-

viewed about the details by
three internal affairs investiga-

tors for 90 minutes. “They told

. Courtesy of KTLA (Channel 5)

George Holliday of Lake View Terrace captured the violent arrest of Rodney Glenn King on tape.

me I did the right thing by tap-

ing it,” Holliday said.

Bradley told reporters at City

Hall that he was outraged by the

incident and promised that “ap-
propriate action” would be ta-

ken against any officers found
to have used unreasonable
force.

“This is something we cannot
and will not tolerate. I am as

shocked and outraged as any-

one,” Bradley said after viewing
s th£ videotape/

The mayor praised LAPD of-

ficials for their speed in starting

an investigation.

“The Police Department
quickly moved on this issue,” he
said. “When they witnessed that

tape they immediately, at the

chiefs office through (Assistant

Chief) Bob Vernon, sent investi-

gators out there to be sure that

they gather all the information.

Gates, while admitting it was
“shocking to see those- tapes,”

said he hoped the public would

not judge the department harsh-

ly*

“One incident doesn’t indict

an entire department,” he said.

“There are many officers out

there working in a very danger-

ous occupation . . . and they

show great restraint time and

time again.”

Police officials declined to

identify the officers involved in

King’s arrest. But a spokesman
for the California Highway Pa-

trol said the LAPD officer in

charge was Sgt. Stacy Koon.

Koon, a 15-year veteran,

could not be reached for com-
ment.

CHP Sgt. Mike Brey said the

incident began at about 1 a.m.

Sunday, when Highway Patrol

officers spotted a white sedan

traveling at more than 100 mph
on the westbound Foothill Free-

“Anyone who has
. viewed the tape

certainly would
probably hasten to

' make ajudgment,
andIwouldjust

]

caution them in
" '

doing that. We '

don't train our
officers to do this

, type ofthing and
we don't tolerate

. it.”

— Daryl F. Gates
Los Angeles police chief

way (210) at Sunland Boule-
'vard,

CHP officers gave chase, and
said the car left the freeway at

Paxton Street and ran through
four red lights before being
stopped at Osborne Street and
Foothill Boulevard.

. After the car stopped, the
CHP officers relinquished au-
thority to LAPD officers— who
arrested two passengers in the

car without incident but scuf-

fled with King, who had been
driving.

LAPD spokesman Lt. Fred
Nixon said that King “was not

cooperative” with the officers,

who first tried to subdue him
with a Taser, a device that fires

electrically charged darts at a

suspect.

Nixon said officers also “used
(their) batons prior to taking
Mr. King into custody.” The
other two suspects were re-

leased.

Prosecutors have not filed

any charges against King pend-
ing further investigation, offi-

cials said. King was being held
Tuesday without bail at the Los
Angeles County Jail after being
treated at County-USC Medical
Center.

Lt.John Kilbasa, field opera-

tions^upervispr.for the CHP
Verdugo Hills office, said there,

was no .eyidence that the CHP
officers were involved in beat-

ing King.

But CHP officials' said they
would review whether their offi-

cers acted properly in witness-

ing and reporting the incident

The District Attorney’s Office

opened its own investigation
Tuesday of the arrest of King,
said Sandi Gibbons, spokeswo-
man for District Attorney Ira

Reiner.

“Our special investigations
division, an independent unit

that conducts investigations of
j

such things as possible officer :

misconduct, has launched an in- \

vestigation,” Gibbons said. “It’s

an investigation of the action oLj^.

the Los Angeles police officers
|

during the arrest.”

King was on parole after con-

viction in a 1989 robbery in

Monterey Park, Gibbons said.

The tape of King’s arrest
sparked widespread anger
among community and civil

rights leaders on Tuesday.
“The tape itself appears to

leave little room for the viewer
to doubt his own eyes regarding
excessive force,” said City
Councilman Ernani Bernardi.

Daily News Staff Writers Pa-
trick McGreevy, Dawn Webber, I

Rick Orlov, John Polich, Beth
Laski and Denis Wolcott contri-

buted to this story.
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Tape ofL.A. Police Beating

Suspect Stirs Public Furof
Law enforcement: Mayor says he’s ‘outraged.’ The

1

^
department, FBI and district attorney are investigating^-

ByHECTORTOBAR
and LESLIE BERGER •

TIMES STAFF WRITERS *
^

A bystander's videotape that
captures Los Angeles police, offi-

* cers repeatedly striking a prone,

apparently defenseless man,
stirred a public furor Tuesday, with
Mayor Tom Bradley declaring
himself “shocked and outraged" by
the incident, widely broadcast on

^ national television.

? The FBI and Los Angeles Coun-

;
ty district attorney's office an-

v nounced that they had opened
/investigations into the officers' ac-
* tions, which followed a high-speed
car chase in the northeast San

; Fernando Valley. The Los Angeles
.. Police Department's Internal Af-

fairs Division also is investigating:"

The.homemade videq, shot early

Sunday morning in Lake View
Terrace, depicts at least a dozen
•officers surrounding the man a-fter

he left his car, kicking him and
inflicting more than* 40 blows tfith

nightsticks as he lay on the pave-
ment The tape, shot from a ^earny
apartment balcony, recorded-mo
sound.

* tr,

r

It was first broadcast ^Monday
night by a Los Angeles television

. station and was shown .nationwide

.
Tuesday by Cable News Network.
The violent images produced^

immediate public outcry 'and

brought the Police DepartmenUm-
* der intense criticism.

!- Ai a, Los Angeles Police Com-
mission meeting Tuesday after-

noon, Police Chief Daryl F. Hates
called the tape “shocking,” but said

,
he Would withhold judgment until

,the incident had been investigated.

I
Gates added: “One incident does-

n't indict an entire department I

.would hope the public bn this one
fccase npt make a judgement on the

I

Los Angeles Police Department.”

[

Hivil rights and police watchdog
- groups said the incident was only

j.
one in a string of unprovoked

i
beatings by officers.

: -Bradley, along with other public

^officials, was unequivocal in his

^response.

I

“This is something we cannot,

, ;
and will not, tolerate,” the mayor

• said. “It's now a matter of our
: identifying and finding witness-

es. 1 assure you that once
that's done, appropriate action will

ibe jtaken by the department and

I
the Police Commission.” .

\ IfBI spokesman Jim Neilson said

J
the,bureau had decided to invest-

igate the incident as a possible civil

| rights violation. . *

. The man shown being beaten on
Hhe tape is black. He was identified

.‘-as Rodney Glen King, 25, of Alta-
' dena, who was released from pris-

j on in December after serving time
{for :a second-degree robbery con-
viction. Members of his family said
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1 IMI
| King, unemployed since leaving-
^prison, had been scheduled tohe-
*gin>a construction job Monday, the
1 day after the beating.

I ^
Sandi Gibbons, spokeswoman for

j

Dist Atty. Ira Reiner, said the
prosecutor's Special Investigations

J

Division is investigating the (jase. •

'u117e want to determine if

VV there is a criminal case
•[against the officers],” she said.

“We're going to proceed on this

j

Jvery quickly.”
' '

i
New details of the incident

•emerged Tuesday, as police and
witnesses offered conflicting ver-
sions. / s

r-

At about '12:30 a.m. Sunday,
King's 1988 Hyundai was clocked

! ;byCalifornia Highway Patrol offi-

cers at speeds of up to 115 mlp.h.,
"west on the Foothill Freeway. Los
Angeles officers joined the pursuit
when King left the freeway and
entered surface streets, running
Several red lights, said CHP
spokesman Sgt. Mike Brey.
‘Richard Talkington, Police De-

partment traffic detective, told The
'Times that reports written by the
officers involved said -that King
ignored several requeststo leave his
car-after it was pulled over in the
11700 block ofFoothill Boulevard.

/Talkington,. assigned to invest-
igate the initial traffic violation, said
"thje officers' reports indicate that

. Kingplaced his lefthand in his pants
^pocket when he stepped out of the
* car—a movement that Talkington

;
surmised heightened the officers'

-.ccfacem thathe-had a weapon.



vKing finally lay down on the
ground at the officers' orders,
Talkington said, but resisted being

’

handcuffed, causing Officer Lau-
rence Powell to lose his balance
andfall.

‘

‘‘'[That's when the fight started,”

Talkington said. *

'King charged toward Powell, \

and Sgt. Stacey Koon fired a stun !

gun dart at King, hitting him in the -

bade, Talkington said. Although
;

momentarily incapacitated, King !

;recovered and charged toward the
’Officers again, the detective said.

Powell and Officer Timothy Wind
tben d^cw their bate*:? and struck
King on iu£ arms, ieg* and torso.

Talkington said King continued
to kick and swing but was subdued
by several officers, using a method
Talkington called “the swarm
technique.”

The video—shot by amateur pho-
'tographer George Holliday—shows
,no indication that King attempted to_
chit dr charge the officers.

Three witnesses who live in the
same building as Holliday—direct-
ly across the street from where
'King's car was stopped—said
Tuesday that they did not see King
'fight the officers.

; “I never saw him offer any
[resistance,'' said Eloise Camp, 65, a.

^retired school teacher.

! Dorothy Gibson, 52, a nurse, said

she saw one' officer

King with two hands om||HL
and swinging it like a bsSHft

t
onto the man's back. Th^^»
said she could hear King pWJi|“
'Please stop, please stop;' ”-

Afterward, Gibson said -the>&i
cers “were all laughing and chuM
ling, like they hadjust had a;partj)f|

• Camp and neighbor Josie mM
rales, a service representative wit%

' the 'Department’ of Water anal
, Power, said they saw the entire

‘

I*

incident and watched as King
emerged from the car. At no point,

;
they said, did they see him resist.

Police spokesman Lt. Fred Nix-
I on offered no explanation for the
; incident, 'saying only^ that it is

5 under investigation. He said that,

%to his "knowledge, none of the
officers had been disciplined, or
relieved of dv-tv.

- .Two .passengers in .King's car .

cooperated with officers and were
v released, police said. *-•**.

i
King was being held Tuesday for

investigation of a parole violation
at the Los Angeles County Jail. No

'

charges have been filed against
King.

After his .arrest, he was treated
at two hospitals, including the jail

'

ward atCounty-USC Medical Cen-
ter. Hospital officials declined to

v comment on the extent or nature of

F his usuries. *
, * K '

;

‘King's wife, Crystal Waters
| King, said Tuesdayshe visited her i

, husband for five minutes at the jail
j

- ward Sunday. She said her bus- j

^ band has a broken leg and the right

f -side ofhis face is disfigured,

f
* Crystal, King said her husband

|

:told her he was going fast on the

e
freeway, but that he slowed down
when told to pull overby police. He

1 stepped out of the car "and all of a
. sudden they started beating ;on

him,” she said. “He said he didn't do
anything. That's all he kept saying.

thought the police were sup-

f Aposed to protect us,” the
i woman said. “It was a traffic viola-

,

' tion. Why couldn't they just arrest

him, dr fine him, or something?”
KTLA, ;*which originally

•
pbrbadcast the tape ‘Monday night,
^ news director Warren Cereghino
|said the newsroom had received

% nearly 300 calls from viewers by
^.llate Tuesday. He said the callers

^responded to, the tape with "total

t>$hock,a^

a KTLA provided .a copy of the

tape to CabieNews Network,
t •

- By any measure, it was a dark day

t! At Parker Center, the downtown

f
police headquarters, where phone

h operators were also deluged with

Ivcalls from angry citizens. At the

:

:
department's press relations section,

’ Nixon sat in his office with a stack of

five 'videotapes on his desk—copies
vfor senior.police officials,

i Police Commissioner Melanie
' Lomax said the incident was only

the latest involving alleged abuses

against African-Americans.

"It is a clear case of outrageous

police behavior. . .
. This whole

„
incident can only be termed dis-

* graceful,” she said, adding that

“beatings like this tend to result in

the loss of confidence of ourens m
the police. The department needs

’ to act immediately to restore public

- confidence.”

u Civil rights groups and .police

S-.
watchdog organizations—among

v them the National* Assn. lor the

f. Advancement of Colored People,

F Southern California Civil Rights

> Coalition and Police Misconduct

Lawyers' Referral Services—
i joined the American Civil Liberties

l Union in calling for an independent

t
investigation of the Police Depart-

I ment andsuspension of the officers

^involved.
1

f "[This] -is not an isolated inci-

dent,” declared Ramona Ripston,

^executive director of the Southern

California chapter of the ACLU.

;

“The difference this time is that we
have the proof. .; on tape.”

Samuel Paz, who serves, on the

Hispanic Advisory Council to the

Police Commission, said,that the

^Police Department has "routinely

ignored and disobeyed” commis-

; sion policies for investigating bru-
‘ tality complaints.

Of the video, he said: "What
7

*
* you've seen is evidence of a de-



payment's failure in any way to

.prohibit the excessive use of-

force. . . . This is a typical street
justice scenario. . . That is, un-
fortunately, standard fare for the
Los Angeles Police Department”

Court records show that King was
arrested Nov. 13, 1989, in the Nov. 3
robbery of a Monterey Park.grocery
store. Grocer Tae Suck Baik testified

that King threatened him with a tire

iron. King was charged with rob-
bery and assault and later pleaded
guilty to second-degree robbery. He
was sentenced in February. 19k). to

2v2 years in prison. Credited for

time already served, he was released
in December.

After serving six months in pris-

on, King wrote a letter to Superior
Court Judge Lillian M. Stevens,
asking that his sentenced be re-
duced. The request was denied.

“I have seriously been thinking
about what happened,” King
wrote, “and I think if it is possible

that you can give me another
chance, your honor, I have a good
job and I have two fine kids who
wish me home.”

Times staff writers Tracy Wood,
Steve Padilla, Ashley Dunn, Sheryl
Stolberg and Faye Fiore contributed to
this report.

Here is the Los Angeles Police Departmenfs use of force policy as

\ contained in the departmenfs officialgoverning manual.

“In a complex urban society, officers art* daily confronted with

j
situations where control must be exercised to effect arrests and to

>
protect the public safety. Control may be achieved through advice,

warnings and persuasion, or by the use of physical force. While the

use of reasonable physical force may be necessary in situations

f rwhich cannot be otherwise controlled, force may not presorted to

unless other reasonable alternatives have been exhausted or would
, * clearly be ineffective under -the particular circumstances. Officers

,
are permitted tb use whatever force that is reasonable and necessary

t to protect othersm* themselves from bodily harm.”*-
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FBI joins LAPD

By Howard S. Gantman
COPLEY NEWS SERVICE

Akeady rocked by tne resignation of

several top staff members and commis-
sioners, the Los Angeles Police Depart-

ment was jolted Tuesday by the na-

tionwide broadcast of officers beating

a man with nightsticks as he hunched
epver on the ground.
*

* In addition to an investigation al-

:ieady begun by the LAPD’s Internal

Affairs Division, the FBI and District

Attorney’s Office on Tuesday an-

nounced independent probes of the

beating.

Police Chief Daryl Gates $aid he
found the violence “shocking,” but de-

fended the department’s record.

“Anyone who views the tape would
probably hasten to make a judgment,”

Gates told the city’s Police Commis-
sion at its weekly meeting. “But even if

we determine the officers were indeed
out of line in this case, it is an aberra-

|:#°n.”

fp Mayor Tom Bradley said he was “as

I shocked and as outraged as anyone” by
& the event, which occurred early Sun-

I’
day morning in the Lake View Terrace

& district of the northeast San Fernando

f Valley.

“This is something that we cannot
f*and will not tolerate,” Bradley said. “It

is now a matter of our identifying and
finding witnesses — developing the in-

formation. I assure you that once
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. that’s done, appropriate action will be
; taken by the Police Commission.*’

A borne video made by .amateur
photographer- George Holliday shows

;

Rodney .King, ’26, a heavy-set man
\
dressed in light pants < arid a dark

[
T-shirt, being beaten and kicked by a

j

group of police officers after they pull-

|

ed him' out. of a car.
’ "

i .
- The tape was -first aired Monday

l
night on independent television station

KTLA and subsequently broadcast

-

Tuesday throughout the nation.
' ‘

The officers used their nightsticks to

strike King on the back of his legs, the
kidney area and the head while several

others watched. ' • • 5 •

Lt. Fred Nixon, a .police spokesman,
said initial reports indicated King “did

not submit willingly to arrest.” Nixon
also noted that a Taser stun gun had
been used to try to subdue King.

The altercation occurred after C^Sjj

. v

fomia Highway Patrol officers

sought assistance from Los An-

geles police in the chase of a car

driven by King that had been

speeding on the freeway at

,
more than 100 mph, Nixon said.

Late Tuesday, Los Angeles

|
police Baid King had been book-

ed at the jail ward at County-
i USC Medical Center and was

- being held on an alleged parole

violation.

Several civil rights groups,

who have often tangled with

Gates in the past, called on

Bradley to order an indepen-

dent city probe of the incident.

“The time has come to take a

very deep look at what the de-

partment does,” said Ramona
Ripston, head of the Los Ange-

les chapter of the American

Civil Liberties Union.

“Chief Daryl Gates must be

heidresponsible for this kind of

|
brutal response. We know from

complaints we -receive in thiB

j

office that brutality takes place

i frequently in the city,” Ripston

laaid.
' /

Police Commissioner Malm'

[

Lomax, a black community^

[
iivist, said she aaw no /^

I- Evidence the attack-was f

motivated, hut said

'rial and serious quest \J
“ King is bK °°-



*I think an incident of this

nature causes a tremendous loss

of confidence in the citizenry

about the behavior of the Police

Department,” Lomax said.

The new controversy came
while the 8,400-member depart-

ment is reeling from an unprec-

edented series of violent acts

against officers last month, in-

cluding the fatal shooting of

Tina Kerbrat, the first female

LAPD officer killed on duty.

After Kerbrat was slain,

Gates described her killer, who
was himself shot and killed by
police, as “an El Salvadoran
drunk — a drunk who doesn't

belong here.”

The remarks were called rac-

ist by several civil rights leaders

who demanded an apology from
jGates. While the chief conceded
Tie did not mean "good Salva-

.

doran people” should bAld
accountable, he refused to apol-

'<***

Commissioners resign

In other developments, Police

Commission President Herbert
Boeckmarin and board member
Reva Tooley resigned Monday

• rather than disclose their finan-

i

dal assets under the new ethics

laW.
,
* ^ jS’ppa-r

At the same' lime, ‘Assistant

: Chief Jessie Brewer -—^he
city’s highest-ranking black of-

ficer — has retired, and.Gates’

heir-apparent, Deputy - Chief
William Rathbum, has 'taken

the police, chief’s job m Dallas.

The moves by Rathbum and
Brewer were part of a continu-

ing trend of top brass leaving

the LAPD because of a lack of

advancement opportunity while

Gates, who has been chief for

13 years, remains in office.

The department also has
been Bued by 'the state's 'Fair

Employment and Housing De-
partment for aUegedlyifailing to

,
promote a sufficient number of

‘ Hispanics and blacks to J^gh-

er-level positions.^.
‘ '

Last fall, concerned that the

Police .Commission was doing

an inadequate* job overseeing

the LAPD, Bradley appointed

Lomax and attorney Dan Gar-

cia to the panel, replacing two
veteran members. *

The shake-up was seen -partly

as Bradley’s reaction to com-
plaints about '-Gates’; remark
that “casual drug userspught be
taken out and shot” end a po-
lice drug raid that ,resulted in

the beating of a ^pup of inner-

city residents and jhe,ransack-

ing of their apartment^ ffff.

But it was also seen asBrad-
ley’s attempt topressure 'Gates

from the job and perhaps haVe
him replaced by Rathbum,~who
earned high marks for guiding

anti-gang efforts in South-Cen-
tral Lbs Angeles and /had been
recently named the city’s new
“drug czar.” - /
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Victim’s Account ofthe Police Beating
The following is an edited transcript of Rodney

Kincfs account of his beating and the events that led

up to it It was delivered to the media Wednesday

from jail before his release. King opened with a short

statement which was followed by questions from
reporters.

I got pulled over by an officer. He said, "Pull the

car over/' Shortly after that, I got off the freeway

and I pulled to the' slow lane and I pulled over

toward the curb and stopped the car.

He said, “Put your hands where I could see

them. . .
” I put my hands up towards the front

windshield. . . . They said, “Take your left hand,

open up the car door.” I took my left hand and I

opened up the car door. And I lefi my left hand
outside the car door [and] put my other hand outside

the car door. . . where they could see it. . . .

They said, “Get out of the car, lay down." I got

out the car and I laid down. They said, “Face down
on the pavement, facedown. . .

."

They already had their guns out and everything

and they walked over, they handcuffed me and tied

me and then they shocked me . . . with some kind

of device. . . and they struck me across the face.

After they shocked me the first time, they paused

for a minute and then they struck me across the

face real hard with a billy club. ... I was laying

face down with my hands tied and they shocked me
again on the other side of my shoulder. ...

I could hear some kind of little rumbling back in

the back, something like, “Turn your head, turn

your head. Turn around, turn around." And after

that, they continued to pound on me and beat on

.me, all over my body, all over my body.

My ankles, they beat where it hurt in my ankles.

They beat my whole body where it hurt. You know

how it feels when you get your ankles or your *

.
knees hit in football? It hurts. It hurts real bad,

'cause it was hit with a stick. And the same with *

iiiyface,myjaw.

I was scared. I was scared. I was scared for my
life. So I laid down real calmly and took it like a

man.

King was asked if he resisted the officers orstruck

back .

No, no, no. I wouldn't strike back. ... No one

would strike back against four or five guns aimed
,

at him. When I went to move the other hand out

the car, immediately I was looking down a barrel of

one of the officer’s guns. I could tell you how much
lint was in the barrel.

He was asked about police accounts that he led

them on a 115-m.p.h. chase.

There was no chase. I didn’t see any police lights

until I got off the freeway and got a few blocks

down. That's when I noticed the police [werc-j in

back of me, pulling to the side and then pulling to

the curb. There was no chase.

Why, then, did he think police stopped him?

I may have been speeding just a little bit. The
speed limit is 40, uh, 35. And I was going maybe 40,

45 miles an hour.

. What did he hear during the incident?
'

.

- 1 couldn't hear. ... I heard a little bit of yelling

and . . . they beat me so bad I could not pay

attention to what they were saying.

King was asked what he thought of the police.

They consider themselves different . humans
than we are. . . . They’re all a family. And they’re

a big family and they’re one family, and we’re

another family.

tA” I
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ChiefGates

Must Step Aside
Police Chief Daryl Gates has consis-

tently set a tone for his department that is

a Primary cause of its

f unfortunate record of vi-

If
" olent and abusive behav-

ior* In the early 1980s, he

m scoffed at the fact that
sevcral black men had
died in police custody

. RAMONA *rom P°l*ce choke holds.

' RIPSTON ^nation? Blacky

Exec Director
dldn 1 have normal
windpipes, and were

A *^ f°
r”!a

.,
more susceptible to such

f.
I

J’f

r‘can
rpy

d damage. In 1989, Gates
Liberties Union replied to a finding that

.* * an innocent Latino fami-
ly had been beaten by police by saying that
the family was lucky that their beating had
not -been worse. Just a few months ago,
Gates suggested that all casual drug users
be shot. Then he disparaged the entire
Salvadoran community because of the
criminal behavior of one Salvadoran man.
What happened Sunday morning was

unfortunately not an aberration in the
attitude and behavior of the Los Angeles
Police Department. The consistent violent
behavior exhibited by its officers, com-
bined with blatant mistreatment of minori-
ties, indicates a problem with roots deep
and wide. A police force is only effective in
preventing lawlessness when its own offi-

cers are not promoting lawless behavior;
We can't allow Daryl Gates to draw a

circle around the 10 men who were present
at the beating and pretend that the prob-
lem has been taken care of. The brutality
that was exhibited Sunday is part of a
much larger problem of leadership gone
awry.

After years of controversy, after years of
multimillion-dollar hospital and trauma
bills being paid out to victims of police
misconduct, there is only one answer to the
problem facing Los Angeles today. In the *

\

interest of the department and the city, the

ltime has come for Chief Gates to step aside.
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Beating Victim SaysHe Obeyed
Law enforcement: He Pnl 1PP

A A v/llvv
Law enforcement: He

is freed from jail. D.A. files

no charges against him.

ByTRACY WOOD
and FAYE FIORE
TIMES STAFF WRITERS

Rodney Glen King, his face bat-
tered and one eye swollen half-
shut, gave his version Wednesday
of a beating he took at the hands of
Los Angeles police officers, insist-

ing he obeyed their commands and
did nothing to provoke their fero-
cious attack.

“I was scared, I was scared for

my life. So I laid down real calmly

and took it like a man,” King, clad

RELATED STORIES: B1

in a blue hospital smock, said from
,a wheelchair at County Jail hours
before his release Wednesday
night, more than three days after

the attack.

A 25-year-old unemployed con-
struction worker, King was freed

after the district attorney’s office

announced there was not enough
evidence to file criminal charges at

this time.

Meanwhile, eyewitnesses con-
tinued to come forward with testi-

mony that flatly contradicts what
the officers involved contend was
ain effort to arrest a man who was
cjombative and attempting to es-
cape.

!
King was wheeled out of the

ijfen’s Central Jail severely bruised
and in a leg cast, but waving and
failing to a crowd of reporters at 8
p.m. He had been in custody since

portly after the Sunday morning
incident that was captured by an
^mateur photographer on video-
tape and subsequently sparked
public outrage over the tactics of

the Los Angeles Police Depart-
ment.
Mayor Tom Bradley on Wednes-

day, in unusually strong terms,

ifowed that “justice will be meted
qut to those who deserve punish-
ment.” And he called for a broad
investigation into what he termed

4 disturbing pattern of local police

abuse, particularly against minori-

ties.

i “I am as shocked and as outraged

4s anyone,” the mayor, himself a

J
>rmer police officer, said at a news
onference. “This is something

^hich we cannot and will not

tolerate. ...
* “I assure you that every appro-

priate action will be taken by the

Police Department and the Police

Commission.”

|

The mayor alluded to the alleged

harassment of forager professional

Athletes Joe Morean. who recently

won a $540,000 jury verdict against

the city for the actions of an LAPD
narcotics -officer, and Jamaal
Wilkes. The department has also

been roundly criticized for its han-
dling of the so-called 39th and
Dalton case, in which four officers

allegedly helped destroy property

in several apartments.

The mayor said several officers

who took part in King’s beating

have been relieved from field duty
pending investigation of what ap-

pears to be a fierce attack of

kicking, clubbing and shots from a
stun gun delivered to a man who
was lying on the ground, seeming-
ly defenseless.

T he Police Department, be-
sieged by public criticism, shut

down the release of any informa-

tion about the attack and declined

to say how many officers were put

on restricted duty, or even how
many were involved.

The videotape revealed that as

many as a dozen officers surround-

ed King and at least three took part

in the clubbing, while others stood

by and watched.

“They are now working either at

a desk or are on vacation,” Bradley

.

said of the officers. “They are on •

other assignments. They are not

going to be working the streets and
dealing with the public.”

Police Chief Daryl F. Gates has
ordered an expedited departmental
investigation of the beating, which
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has fallen under intense criticism

as the stunning tape continues to

be played over and over by televi-

sion networks across the country.

The mayor’s office and the
American Civil Liberties Union
have been swamped with calls

. from people revolted by what they
’ saw.

The Police Department contends
- that King was resisting arrest after

a car chase they say hit speeds of

up to 115 m.p.h. But prosecutors
say police, so far, have failed to

- prove their case.

The officers who clubbed and
kicked King on Sunday failed to

interview*available witnesses—in-
cluding two passengers in King’s
car—or to conduct a thorough

. investigation to support their
claims that King was combative
and evading them, the district

attorney’s office said.

“We have sent the case back [to
1 police] for further investigation,”

Deputy Dist Atty. Don Eastman
said. “There are a lot of things we
want to look at and a lot of

. witnesses who were not inter -

;
viewed.”

Prosecutors did not rule out
charges being filed against King in

the future, alleging that he may
have been drunk at. the time. No
chemical tests were conducted af-

ter his arrest because he was in

need of immediate medical atten-
tion for his injuries, including se-

vere bruises, blows that disfigured

one side of his face and, according
-• to his wife, a broken leg. A .



“It is not a rejection [of the case]

forever, or an indication that we
are* going to file,” said Roger
Gunson, head of the district attor-

ney's Special Investigations Divi-

sion.

Meanwhile, accounts from the

California Highway Patrol sug-

gested that what should have been
a relatively simple arrest at 12:30

a.m. Sunday morning escalated

wildly out of control.

The pursuit of King's white 1988

Hyundai was initiated by CHP
officers, who estimated that King's

car was hitting speeds as high as

115 m.p.h. on the westbound Foot-

hill Freeway. The CHP said they
called for assistance and had pulled

King over in Lake View Terrace in

the San Fernando Valley when
several LAPD officers “jumped in-

to the mess,” said a law enforce-,

ment source familiar with the re-

port CHP officers filed with their

supervisors.

When the sedan finally stopped

in the 11700 block of Foothill

Boulevard, King was ordered out of

the car via a loudspeaker and he
“appeared to be acting funny, but
not violent—laughing and pointing

up to the LAPD helicopter that was
there

”

The source said that a police

sergeant told the CHP that his

officers would handle things. Wit-
nesses said King was already lying

on the ground when a police officer

shot him with a stun gun, deliver-

ing ah electrical shock of 50,000

volts. Officers then clubbed him
wildly. There was a brief lull and
King lay silent until, one officer

stomped on his head.

One of the CHP officers at the

scene exhorted the police officers

to stop the beating but was told, in

effect, to “stay out of it,” according

to the source.

“Basically, they beat the guy
half to death,” the source said.

King was later hogtied, with

handcuffs around his wrists

and ankles, then taken away in an
ambulance. \
As King talked about the beating

Wednesday, his speech was slurred

and repetitive. He seemed dazed.

And his account of what led to the

attack differed considerably from
that offered by police.

“There was no chase,” King
contended, insisting that he was
doing 45 m.p.h. in a 35-m.p.h. zone.

After he pulled his car to a stop,

King said he was told to put his

hands in full view and that he
complied. Police told him to get out

of the car and lie down, and King
said he did.

“They shocked me . . . they

paused for a minute and then they

struck me across the face real hard

with a billy dub,” King said, his.

face lopsided with swelling and a

fresh scar on his right cheek. He
lifted his hospital garb to show
other marks, a large bruise on his

chest, a fading one on his arm, part

of his right leg in a cast.

“My ankles. They beat where it

hurt in my ankles, they beat my
whole body where it hurt. ... It

hurts real bad.”

King, who stands 6-foot-3 and
weighs 225 pounds, said he did not
resist police.

“No, no, no. I wouldn't strike

back,” King said. “I don't think no
one would strike back against four

or five guns aimed at him.”

King's attorney, Robert Rentzer,

said some of King's teeth were
knocked out. A doctor who treated

him said King took at least 20

stitches, five of them in the mouth,
and had so many cuts that he
required antibiotics to prevent in-

fection.

“He looked like he was run over
by a freight train,” Rentzer re-

marked. “He is in pain and has
some problems with his memory.
The word terrible doesn't describe

how he looks.”

The investigation into the al-

leged police brutality moved stead-

ily forward Wednesday.

John R. Dunne, assistant U.S.

attorney general for civil rights,

said the Justice Department is

conducting a parallel inquiry to

ensure that local authorities do a
proper job.

The violent images of white



police officers pounding an appar-
ently defenseless black man have
raised the ire of civil rights groups
from the ACLU to the National
Assn, for the Advancement of
Colored People, and has brought
one more embarrassing controver-
sy to a Police Department recently
saddled with plenty.

Former Laker Jamaal Wilkes
alleges the LAPD detained him
because of the color of his skin last

December when he was pulled
over and handcuffed by two offi-

cers.

Disclosure of Wilkes* complaint
came on the heels of the federal
fury award of $540,000 to former
major league baseball player Joe
Morgan, who alleged in a lawsuit
that he was illegally detained and
roughed up in 1988 by a Los
ingeles police officer who had
nistaken the Hall of Famer for a
irug runner. Morgan was grabbed
>y the neck at Los Angeles Inter-
national Airport, thrown to the
loor and handcuffed before a
rowd of onlookers.

In recent months, Bradley has
loved to strengthen the civilian

‘olice Commission that oversees
he department, but lost two veter-
n members through resignations
lis week-.

While Gates called the beating
n aberration, Bradley said it

oints to a breakdown in JpadprshiD

that begins with the chief himself.
“The supervision does, in fact,

flow from the top of the depart-
ment down—through his orders
and instructions, through his train-
ing/* the mayor said. "All of that is

connected. We want to see where
there was a breakdown, a depar-
ture from established orders and
procedures in this case/*

Neither Gates nor any other
police official would comment on
the King case, pending the out-
come of the department's internal

investigation.

P olice contend King fought their

attempts to restrain them. But
the videotape made by amateur
photographer George Holliday
from the second -floor balcony of
his nearby apartment—along with
more than a dozen eyewitness
accounts—have called into ques-
tion the police officers* version.

Josie Morales, who was asleep in
•her apartment when she heard
Sunday night's commotion, said
about 10 police officers formed an
irregular circle around the prone

.

King. She said she saw an officer

shoot him with the stun gun and
then begin clubbing him. King
tried to get up when two more
officers struck him with batons.
“He didn’t touch anybody. He

got up and ran blindly, but not
running at anyone, just trying Jo.

.

get away/* Morales said.
4$W

e

thought maybe they'd stopped him
for guns or drugs or even murder.
. . . There was nothing that the
.guy did that could warrant that

kind of beating. .
."

King, 25, from Altadena, ha
been working as a ma;

itenanc-
man at Dodger Stadium but was

'

start a construction job on Monday
the day after the incident w;itl

police.
I

He was released from prison' ii

December after serving a year ifo

6econd-degree robbery. A parol*

supervisor speculated that lh<

might not have stopped because lh<

feared a
r
speeding ticket wouk

jeopardize his parole. But King saU
he pulled over as soon as he sav
the red lights.

*
1

"I may have been speeding just

;

little bit," he said Wednesday. I

King’s attorneys said they wen
preparing to file a civil rights sui
against the LAPD.

* f* l

‘

"But for the tape I’m not sun
justice would have been done/
Rentzer said. "We don’t knov
what the full extent of Mr. Kinp'.*

injuries are ... it could be wort!
millions of dollars.”-

But King's family emphasizes
through their lawyers that.Jthei:

case would not be about racism.

“They are* not looking *o turr

this into a racial crusade," Rentzei
said. “His rights were totally vio-

lated [bull it's his rights, not the

rights of a race or creed or «

religion that's at issue here. It’s the

rights of a human being."

r'

Tlmifc staff writers Leslie Burger,
Richard Lee Colvin, Ashley Dunn, Nie-

son Himmel, Cart Ingram, Ronald J.

Ostrow, Sheryl Stolberg and Lois rim-

nick contributed to this story.





FD-350flRev. 5-8*81
j

(Indicate page, name of

newspaper, city and state.)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below) THE OUTLOOK
Date: THURS . , MAR 7, 1991
Edition: pj-on^ section, Page 1

BRADLEY, LAWMAKERS URGE
TWe: PROBE OF BRUTALITY

Character: CIVIL RIGHTS

Bradley,

lawmakers
urge probe
of brutality

* By Howard S. Gantman
COPLEY NEWS SERVICE

With the outcry growing over a video-
tape showing Los Angeles police repeat-
edly beating a black man, Mayor Tom
Bradley and two City Council members

p called separately Wednesday for probes
off police brutality in the city and its

possible racial motivation,

Bradley and other top officials were so
“overwhelmed” by thousands of angry
callers from all over the country who had
seen the tape that the mayor drafted a
letter that will be sent to them proclaim-
ing his shock and outrage.

“I will stop at nothing less than learn-
ing the complete truth in this outrageous
case,” Bradley wrote. “Justice will be
meted out to those who deserve punish-
ment ”

The mayor said he wants a Police Com-
mission investigation to “go beyond” the
individual beating and examine whether
there has been a failure in leadership and
training or even a racial motivation in
several recent controversial incidents in-
volving blacks or Hispanics.

Councilman Zev Yaroslavsky called for
the Public Safety Committee to immedi-

'

-ately hold hearings throughout the city to
take public testimony on whether there is

a pattern of excessive force by police and
whether it is sparked by racial bias. A

or
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• said prosecutors concluded a
more detailed investigation was
needed before any charges
could be filed against the Al-
tadena resident.

King, released from state pris-
on in December' after being pa-
roled from a 21/2-year sentence
for robbery, had been held in
jail without bail since Sunday
on suspicion of violating parole.
But based on an interview

with him and other circum-
stances, parole officials decided
he should be released Wednes-
day, said state Department of
Corrections spokesman Jerome
DiMaggio.

Shortly before he was re-
leased, King held a brief news
conference with pool reporters
at .County Jail and denied po-
lice allegations that he had re-
sisted arrest.

“I was scared for my life,”

King said. “So I laid down, and
I took it like a man.”
Sitting in a wheelchair, King

displayed the many cute and
bruises that covered his body,
including a cast on his right leg,

scars on his chest from a police
stun gun, a battered face and a

vote is expected next week on
the motion.

“I am outraged by this inci-

dent, and the public is out-
raged,” Yaroslavsky said.
“There needs to be a hard look
at what is going on in the de-
partment and what is going on
in the streets of the city.”

Councilman Michael Woo in-

troduced a separate motion di-

recting Police Chief Daryl
Gates and the Police Commis-
sion to report to the council

,

next week on the status of their
probes.

, In a related development,

I

prosecutors rejected the police
request to file charges of evad-
ing arrest and recldess driving

;

against Rodney Glen King, 25,
the apparently defenseless man
struck by baton-wielding offi-

- cers after a car chase early Sun-
1 day.

Sandi Gibbons, spokeswoman
for District Attorney Ira Reiner,



blackened eye.

"I was in pain,” King said,

“but sometimes you get beat so

bad to where you don’t feel it

no more.”

King said he recalled no racial

slurs from the arresting officers,

but noted police “consider
themselves different humans
than we are. . . . They are one
family, and we are another fam-
ily”

A probe by the district attor-

ney’s Special Investigations Di-

vision into possible police mis-
conduct during the arrest was
proceeding “briskly,” Gibbons
said. She noted that a determi-
nation of whether criminal
charges would be filed against
the officers could be made with-

in the week.

#

The FBI is also conducting an
independent investigation of
possible civil rights violations

by the police officers, who have
been, taken off field assign-

ments during the duration of
the inquiries.

According to the district at-

torney, Los Angeles police be-

lieved King had been driving

while under the influence of al-

• •

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

" Rodney King shows a bruise on his chest during a news conference at County
Jail. His wounds include many cuts, a battered face and a blackened eye.

cohol or drugs and evaded Cali-

fornia Highway Patrol officers

;;
during a pursuit at more than
115 mph.

*

In an interview Wednesday
on the “Today Show,"..Bradley
said the officers in the video
were “absolutely out of control”
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Cameraman’s Test Puts

Him in the Spotlight
' By STEVE PADILLA .

-

. and LESLIE BERGER
* TIMES STAFF WRITERS

George Holliday wasn't thinking

about civil rights early Sunday
- when he aimed his new video cam-
era at the street below his second-

floor apartment and documented a

> scene that has shocked the nation. ,

'j Getting the gadget to work and
capturing “just a bit of action on my
new camcorder" were the chief

• concerns of the Lake View Terrace

resident, who admits he was barely

aware of what was unfolding as he
filmed it.

w. Only when he popped the tape

, into his VCR a few minutes later did

f Holliday begin to appreciate what

|
he had. Even then, he said Wednes-

% day, he figured it might earn a short

[
* spot on the local news.

Instead, the tape he sold to televi-

sion station KTLA for $500 was

broadcast nationally by Gable News
Network and other networks, its

graphic portrait of police violence

stirring a public outcry and prompt-

ing investigations by the Los Angel-
es Police Department, the county

district attorney and the.FBI.

“I really didn't think it was going

to turn out this way/' said Holliday.

Like -many tenants .of the Moun-
tain Back Apartments at 11777
Foothill Blvd., Holliday, 31, was
awakened by the sound of helicop-

ters and went to his balcony where
..he saw an arrest taking,place at the

comer of Osborne Street. *-

Holliday, who manages a plumb-
ing business in. North Hollywood,

had been taping just about anything

to practice using Jhis SONY Handi-

cam—“a cat licking its paw/' he
said, giving one example. The same
tape depicting the beating of Rod-
ney Glenn King of Altadena in-

- eludes footage Holliday shot at a

neighborhood bar, where Arnold

Schwarzenegger has been filming

“Terminator II."

“By the time I got the camera on

they were hitting him, and I just

happened to get that action," Hol-

liday said. “I guess I didn't realize

until I watched it on TV that they

were hitting him."

Holliday phoned the TV station

the next day and was nonchalantly

told to drop off his tape. An hour

after he -brought it in his phone

rang: It was the station, saying “we
want to talk to you right now."

The phone hasn't stopped ring-

ing since—at work or at home.

“I haven’t been able to do any

work today," said ' Holliday, who
seemed barely fazed by calls from

TV stations as far away as Atlanta

and Minneapolis.

Nor is he worried about possible

repercussions.
J “A lot of people are telling me,

*Hey, watch out!' I personally don't
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think anything's going to happen

but my wife is afraid," said Holli-

day, who said he is reserving

• judgment on his now-famous tape.
'

“i didn't see .what started the

beating/' Holliday said. “All I

know is when I came out, this was

going on.”
‘

FBI/ DOJ
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THE INVESTIGATION OF A
VIDEOTAPED BEATING

Shocking incident leads to worrisome questions about L.A.

T he cops thought nobody was looking—but

some folks made good use of a video

camera, and now the whole world hasT he cops thought nobody was looking—but

some folks made good use of a video

camera, and now the whole world has

seen a deeply disturbing and shocking vision: at

least 10 officers, clearly out of control, wielding

-their batons like baseball bats, ferociously

'beating and kicking a black man who lay

helplessly on the ground. .

This shameful violence committed J>y Los

"Angeles police officers last Sunday night has

drawn a collective national gasp of horror as the

videotape has played time and again on televi-

sion. The victim, Rodney King, was driving at

speeds in excess of 100 miles per hour on the

Foothill Freeway but re-

fused to pull over, accord-

ing to the California High-

way Patrol. The CHP
requested assistance from

the Los Angeles Police

Department when King
.drove from freeway to

surface streets in the Lake

View Terrace section of

the San Fernando Valley.

Whatever King’s actions,

there can be no justifica-

tion for the brutality. Videotape shows L.j

Mayor Bradley, a for-
t0 beat suspect \

mer cop, has strongly

condemned the violence

and the improper use of the batons. He has also

‘ called for additional training for officers and

asked the department to determine if there is a

pattern of excessive use of force against minori-

ties.

So far Los Angeles Police Chief Daryl F.

• Gates, however, has tempered his remarks with

a caution against a quick judgment until a

high-priority internal investigation is complet-

ed. Fair enough, perhaps; the chief is upholding

Kis obligation to respect the rights of his

officers. But what about his obligation to

reassure the citizens of this city? Where was his

outrage over the patently inappropriate use of

force by his officers?

: Obviously the chief does not endorse" police

> brutality. But through his occasional shoot-
‘

-from-the-hip, insensitive remarks over the

years (chokeholds and blacks versus “normal”

•

c

people; Latino officers who were “lazy,” and

other such comments), has Chief Gates unwit-

:tingly sent the wrong message to his troops?
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From George Holliday video

Videotape shows L.A.' police officer about

to beat suspect while others watch.

macho cops to use whatever they can get away
with in their “war” against crime?
Because the victim was black, the incident

inevitably raises questions about police and race
relations in Los Angeles. Is there a disparity

between the treatment of minority men, blacks
particularly, and others? Is there a link between
the recent official state findings of discrimina-

tion against black and Latino officers within the
department and the treatment of black and
Latino men who are stopped by police?

Businessman and former Lakers basketball

player Jamaal Wilkes complained recently that

LAPD officers stopped him, ordered him out of



his car and handj/^
' him because his r<®#£
‘ tion was about to a? .

: Baseball Hall-of-Fah^
. Joe Morgan recently wofe.,

: a federal jury award of

! $540,000 because an offi-

; cer mistook him for a drug
- courier, roughed him up
and illegally detained him
at Los Angeles Interna-

tional Airport. Similar
suits and settlements in-

. -volving police misconduct
cost the city more than $8
million last year alone.

The Los Angeles Coun-
ty 'district attorney’s office is investigating the

King incident to determine if the police officers

broke any laws. The FBI is investigating to

determine if a civil rights violation took place.

Did the supervisor at the scene order his men to

stop? Did other officers attempt to stop their

colleagues? What would have happened to

King’s complaints of abuse if the incident had
not been videotaped?

The frightening images, captured by amateur
cameraman George Holliday, are a grim re-
minder of a time and place when all black

people were fair game for white cops. That is

not the case today. The entire Los Angeles
Police Department should not be smeared by
the improper actions of the officers involved in

the beating.

But until the extent of the problem is

identified and the public is fully reassured that

this violation of policy will not happen again,

top Los Angeles Police Department manage-
ment must understand that a hot, bright

spotlight is now on them.
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a Police: Accounts of Rodney Glen King’s

arrest describe repeated striking and

kicking of the suspect. LAPD officers said

. King’s actions justified the treatment.

.

By HECTOR TOBAR and RICHARD LEECOLVIN
TIMES STAFF WRITERS

Rodney King's white Hyundai came to a stop on a

busy San Fernando Valley street in front of a

sprawling apartment complex.

It was 12:30 a.m. Sunday, and the flashing lights of

several patrol cars illuminated the scene. A police

helicopter circled overhead, and its thumping sound

began to dra\v tenants to their windows. At least one of

them reached for a home video camera.

In the next few minutes, King would be surrounded by

at least a dozen Los Angeles police officers, some of

whom beat him fiercely. The officers apparently were

unaware they were being recorded on videotape.

The officers involved would report later that the

beating was justified by King's threatening actions in the

first seconds when he emerged from his car.
" ’ The videotape—which was broadcast nationally and

fueled a public outrage—did not capture these first

. moments. But eyewitnesses who watched the beating

later contradicted the officers’ accounts.

What follows is a reconstruction of the brief but

> furious incident. It is based on interviews with eyewit-

, nesses, investigators and others involved in the case.

; It began on the westbound lanes of the Foothill

Freeway, where King and two passengers—known to

l King's attorneys only as “Junior" and “Poo"—were
* speeding through Sun Valley, heading, away from his

Aitadena home.
• According to a California Highway Patrol report, King

‘ passed a patrol car at about 115 m.p.h, but then slowed to

j 80 m.p.h: after passing. The CHP officers, a husband

-

i and-wife team named T.J. and Melanie Singer, gave

: chase, flashing red lights at the Hyundai, which slowed

down but did not stop, said CHP spokesman Sgt. Mike

\
Brey.
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King would later tell a parole officer that he didn’t

stop because he feared that a speeding ticket would

jeopardize his parole, sending him back to prison. He was
convicted last year of second-degree robbery.

"

In a televised press conference before his release from

jail, King acknowledged: “I may have been speeding, just

• a little bit.”

The car left the freeway at Paxton Street, rolling

through a stop sign at the bottom of the off-ramp at

£about 50 m.p.h., according to police accounts. The CHP
^officers were entering the jurisdiction of the Los Angeles

Police Department, Brey said, and the Highway Patrol

officer radioed theLAPD, which took up the chase.

King proceeded through surface streets, running red

flights at speeds of up to 80 rrLp.h., Brey said. The

:
.Hyundai finally stopped in the li700 block of Foothill

: Boulevard, on a four-lane stretch of the road. On one
- side of the road was a sprawling, two-story apartment

t complex; on the other, Hansen Dam Recreation Area,

$ notorious locally as a drug -dealing haven.

.

FBI/DOJ
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According to Brey, as the patrol .

cars came to a stop, the LAPD
officers told the Highway Patrol

officers that they would handle the

arrest. One law enforcement
source said an LAPD sergeant told

the Highway Patrol officers, in

effect, to “step out, we'll take it."

A t the Mountainback Apart-

ments on Foothill Boulevard,

Sylvia Sales said she heard a voice

over a loudspeaker that said, “Pull

over at the light or you'll get hurt.”

Another tenant, Josie Morales,

26, a service representative for the

Department of .Water and Power,

was awakened by the noise. She

and her husband, Heriberto, moved
to their balcony and stood on a

lawn chair, watching as the inci-

dent unfolded.

King's car and at least five police

cars had come to a stop. Morales

said. For a moment, no one in the

carsmoved.

A muffled shout from a police

officer followed, Morales said.

* According to a law enforcement

.source. King acted oddly but in a

non -threatening manner when he

got out. He looked up at the

; helicopter lights and began to

;

laugh, the source said.
: King stepped out and put his

hands on the roof of his car. “He
never moved his hands," Morales

said. “Then I heard another voice

yell. . . . The driver [King] moved
away from the car and laid

down. . . . He lay there 30 seconds

. more.”
King later would recall a police

officer telling him to place his

.hands on the ‘ windshield, then

ordering him to open the door with

his left hand.

'(I got out of the car and I laid

doivn,” King said. “They said,

'Face down on the pavement. . ;

I laid down.”
Morales watched as about a doz-

en police officers surrounded King.

A few other officers were standing

near their vehicles.

A s King lay on his back. Mo-
rales said, one officer fired a

shot at him from what apparently

was a Taser stun gun, which trans-

mits a powerful electrical charge

into a suspect. The shot from the

gun struck King on the chest,

leaving a bum scar that he dis-

played to reporters Wednesday.

The officer who fired the gun

began hitting King with a night-

stick, Morales said. After being

struck several times, King tried to

get up and two other officers began

to strike him as well.

Morales then noticed neighbors
out on their balconies. Next door,

George Holliday brought out his

new video camera and began tap-

ing. By that point, Morales said, the

beating had already been going on
for at least three minutes.

About 10 other witnesses offered

similar, though slightly varying

accounts -to Times reporters. One
witness, Dawn Davis, reported see-

ing 10 officers pointing their guns

at the car. None of the witnesses

said they saw King fight back after
the beating began.

Davis, 26, said she heard’ one
officer yell, "Fighting!” Six of the

officers then wrestled King to the

ground and began to hit him with

their batons.

“He was face down and he
wasn't fighting or anything,” Davis

said, “and then they were still

hitting on him.”

Two or three officers carried on
the beating,.Davis said, interrupted

only by a plainclothes officer who
tried to stop them. Davis said he
was shoved aside.

“We heard a cop say, 'Put your

hands behind your back' and every

time he'd move, they'd hit him
again,” she said. “I was crying. I

was praying for the guy. . .

King said the beating began
after he was shot by the stun gun.

“They struck me across the face

with a billy club' after I was laying

face down with my hands tied,"

King said.
^

It does not appear on Holliday’s

videotape that King's hands are

tied.

The tape begins with King on his

knees as. he receives 10 quick

blows from an officer's baton. It

shows about a dozen officers gath-

ered around King, watching. King
begins to stand up and lifts an arm,

somewhat meekly it,appears, in an
attempt to ward off the blows.

King then tumbles to the ground,

falling on his stomach, as the

officers continue to deliver blows

against the back of his legs. King
rolls over onto his back, and one
officer strikes him across the mid-
section with a baton.

Throughout the tape, one officer

•plds a long metal wire that ap-

ears to be attached to King—most
likely a line from a Taser stun gun.

King rises to his knees again, and
an officer delivers several quick

\ blows with a baton across his back.
’ One officer kicks King, who falls to

the ground. Another officer then
stomps on King's neck, but King
rises to his knees again.

In all, the officers hit the man at

least 40 times on the tape. Finally,

about six officers converge on
King, and one appears to place

handcuffs on him. .

W itnesses said that as the
beating unfolded, roughly 20

tenants stepped out of their apart-

ments to watch. Some on the

ground floor peered through a
security fence. On the street, traf-

fic slowed as drivers tried to see

what was going on. Police had to

urge them to drive on.

One woman, who asked not to be
identified, said that two girls stood

in front of the apartment and
began to scream: “Oh my God,
they're beating him to death. . . .

What are they going to do, kill

him?"
Dorothy Gibson, a 52-year-old

nurse, said she heard King cry out*.

“Please stop, please stop.”

Said another witness, who asked
not to be identified: “They weren't

•beating him to subdue him; it was
like they were really angry. One in

^.particular kept hitting him and
hitting him. The others just backed

f

away.”

[
Written reports submitted after-

* ward by the officers told a much
different story. According to LAPD

-Detective Richard Talkington, who
reviewed the reports as part of his

investigation into the initial traffic

stop, the officers reported that

King refused requests to exit the

vehicle. When he finally stepped

out of the car, King placed his left

hand in his pants pocket, causing

the officers to fear he may have a

weapon.
The reports said King lay on the

1

ground and attempted to stand up
while being handcuffed, causing an
officer to fall to the ground. A fight

between King and the officers

ensued, the report said.

King charged at the officers, the

report said, and kicked and swung
at them, even after they fired a

Taser gun at him.

On Wednesday, King denied
having fought the officers. “I

wouldn't strike back. I don’t think

no one would strike back against

four or five guns aimed at him.”

.Eventually, the reports said,

King was subdued by the officers.

Paramedics were summoned and
King was transported to a Sun
Valley hospital.

King would later tell his attor-

ney, Robert Rentzer, that moments
after the beating stopped he
thought he must hg deadheraiise



som^jficers had taken a sheet and
thrc^Fit over his head. King,

according to Rentzer, said he won-
dered: “If this is what it is being

dead, why do I feel this way?”

A second apartment tenant vid-

eotaped the incident in its

latter stages. The tape shows King
on the ground with his arms tied

behind his back and officers milling

about as they wait for an ambu-
lance.

King was bleeding badly when
he arrived at Pacifica Hospital of

the Valley. Dr. Antonio Mancia, an
emergency room physician,’ treated

him. The doctor said he was star-

tled by the injuries, which included

a large bruise to the fchest. King
also had numerous cuts to the face

-requiring 20 stitches, including five

on the inside of his mouth, i

“I was surprised there were so

many lacerations,” Mancia said.

“There were so many lacerations I

gave him intravenous fluids and
antibiotics” to prevent infections

and help with his blood loss.

“I asked if he had fallen or what
had happened,” Mancia said. King
did not answer, but police officers

responded that King was high on
PCP, according to Mancia.

“But it didn’t look like drugs to

me,” the doctor added. “He was
very quiet'. . . very cooperative

... not aggressive. He was a very
good patient to take care of.”

Mancia said that after he treated
v King—stitching him up, checking
his blood pressure and administer-

ing the intravenous fluids and anti-

biotics—the patient was trans-

ferred to County-USC Medical
Center.

Back on Foothill Boulevard, wit-

nesses said that after the ambu-
lance left and the police cars drove
off, one police officer remained
with King's Hyundai until a tow
truck came and hauled it away. For
the apartment building tenants, the

incident was over. In all, it had
lasted about 30 minutes.

At about 1:15 a.m., Josie Morales

and her husband went to bed.

Neither was able to sleep all night,

she said.

“We were so disturbed by it, we
couldn't do anything,” she said. “I

was just numb. I lay in bed and
thought about what had happened.
If it could happen to him, it could

happen to anybody."

The next day, figuring they
j

would be questioned about what
j

they had seen, they wrote it all I

down.. So far, no investigator has
asked for their version of the

events.

Times staff writers Ashley Dunn,
John Johnson and Claire Spiegel con-

tributed to this reoort. _

ELLEN JASKOL / Los Angeles Times

' Rodney Glen King was released

from County Jail Wednesday,

.
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Gives City

a National

Black Eye
Image: Old memories

of free-swinging cops are

revived. Some compare
situation to actions of

Saddam Hussein’s

security forces in Kuwait.

, ’ By FRANK CLIFFORD
andJOHN L. MITCHELL
TIMES STAFF WRITERS

The shadowy scene of police

officers last Sunday clubbing
' the prone body of Rodney Glen
- King, who was stopped for speed-
1
ing, aroused shock and disbelief

across the country and revived
old and painful memories of a city

patrolled by free-swinging cops.

The widely watched video,
* which was aired on network tele-

* vision, also brought warnings
r
from residents of other cities,

* such as Miami and Philadelphia,

who have seen their cities pay a

. high price, in dollars and blood,
- when police-community relations

reach a flash point.

In Dallas, Police Chief William
Rathburn, a former Los Angeles
•police official, condemned the
beating incident as "gross crimi-

nal misconduct,” according to
' Dallas Mayor Annette Strauss.
4 Rathburn left the Los Artgeles

department last year to take over
a Dallas department racked by

- accusations of excessive force.

D rew Days, a Yale law profes-

sor and former assistant at-
** torney general in charge of civil

rights enforcement under Presi-

dent Jimmy Carter, criticized Los
Angeles Police Chief Daryl F.

Gates for not immediately con-
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demning the conduct of the offi-
* *cers involved in the beating. "It is

* astounding that anybody could
look at that film and not conclude
that those police officers were
violating someone’s civil rights,”

Days said.

Los Angeles officials*acknowl-
|
Indexing:

edged that airing of the videotape
;has set off a storm of criticism.

"There has been_ a widespread,

extremely negative reaction that
spans the United States and Can-
ada,” said attorney .Dan Garcia, a
member of the LbsUngeles Police

Commission and a confidant of
Mayor Tom Bradley.

"We’ve even had callers com-
pare the situation with the activi-

ties of Saddam Hussein’s security
’

'forces in Kuwait,” Garcia said.

"People saying how ironic it is that
just as we are congratulating our-
selves for getting rid of the Iraqi

V tyrant, we are confronted with
- images of our own police doing
similar things right at home.”

E stimating that the Police Com-
mission has received more than

100 calls about the beating, Garcia
said he thought it was unfair for
people to conclude, oh the basis of
one incident that "there seems to

be an inability to control police

excesses in this city, ; But
clearly,” he, said, "that is the im-
pression out there.”

"We are receiving calls from all

over the country from people ex-
pressing shocks outrage and dis-

gust,” said Philip J. Depoian, spe-
cial counselor to Bradley. “These
*were not just calls from Los Angel-
es, but from San Francisco, Cana-
da, New Hampshire, Hawaii and all

over the place. I have two lines in

my office and we took more than
150 calls.”

"An incident like this doesn’t
help the city,” said Michael Collins,

spokesman for the Los Angeles
Convention and Visitors Bureau.
"Anything that can be portrayed as
more than an isolated incident can
have a terribly damaging impact
on the city. Something like this

needs to be resolved very quickly.”

Collins said his office has also

received calls from around the
country from people who saw the
police beating on television. “Peo-

, L / a
pie are very angry,” he said.
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Others close to the mayor said it

is important for Bradley.to empha-
size that the beating of King was
an extraordinary departure from

normal police practices.

“What the .city needs to do is

characterize it as an aberration,”

said one of Bradley’s advisers who
asked not to be named. "The big •

issue is going to be just how typical

this is of local police conduct with

.the ACLU, the media and others

dredging up all the old cases.”

The beating of King, however,
was not regarded as an isolated

.incident. Indeed/ early-morning
. viewers of NBC's “Today Show”
r un Wednesday were treated to an
impromptu conversation between
anchorman Bryant Gumbel, co-

;
* host Joe Garagiola and other Today

- regulars about three other instanc-

, ;cs of alleged police misconduct in

:
, Los Angeles and Long Beach. The

- behavior of Los Angeles police was
implicitly compared with that 'of

police in the South, notorious in the

past for mistreatment of blacks and
civil rights workers. The conversa-

tion followed an interview by
‘ Gumbel with Bradley and the play -

ing of the videotape of the King
beating.

The notion that Los Angeles is a

.
town of tough cops did not origi-

: nate on the
<MToday Show.”

“I learned something about the

image of the Police Department 30

years ago,” said Harry Usher, a

.
partner in an executive search firm

who was the general manager of

rtA-lW&fo-lfc’



the 1984 Los Angeles Olympics.
"Back in 1959, long before Daryl
Gates was police chief, I was a cook
on the Santa Fe Railroad between
Chicago and L.A. and the rap then
was that you had better watch
your Ps and Qs when you got to

L.A. because the police were pretty

overbearing/'

Days, who directed the prosecu-
tion of hundreds of civil rights

cases against police officers ac-

cused of misconduct, said he was
not surprised by what he saw on
the videotape.

"My sense is that Los Angeles
long has promoted a permissive
attitude with respect to police use
of excessive force," said Days, now
a professor of constitutional law at

Yale.

Los Angeles Police Commission-
er Melanie Lomax said she is not

convinced that what happened to

King was an isolated event.

"I'm not convinced this is an
aberration {as Gates suggested

Tuesday). Many people in minority

communities say it happens all the

time. Black and Hispanic men have
been singled out for a different

. form ofjustice by the police.

In other cities, where police

conduct has ignited community
outrage, officials and other-observ-

ers warn of the consequences. ^

"For years, the African-Ameri-
can conventions would not come to

Boston in the wake of the. school

busing controversy,” said Neil Sul-

livan, chief policy adviser to Mayor

.
Raymond L. Flynn.

Sullivan said the conventioneers

watched how police handled de-

monstrators protesting school seg-

regation and concluded that the

city was a hostile place for black

people.

Columnist Acel Moore, a .30-

year-veteran of the Philadelphia

Inquirer, said the image of a city

can suffer for years after a police-

community crisis has .been re-

_solved. . . _

4tThe Philadelphia Convention

and Tourist Bureau did a survey

that found that a lot of groups

; didn't want to come because of a

if perception of the city as kind of

.
police state, long after the reputa-

: tion wasn't warranted,” Moore
. said.

In Dallas, said Mayor Strauss, a

. series of police shootings in 1987
-

• resulted in racial tension that "tore

at the fabric of the city.”

In homes across America, many
were outraged as they turned on

their television sets and saw the

. pictures of the police actions.

Some of those who called Brad-

ley's office were interviewed.

Edward Viens, a 48-year-old

antique dealer in Coventry, R.I.,

said he was so angry he called

„ Bradley's office.

^Tt was the most disgusting

X thing I ever saw," he said. "I

couldn't believe what I was seeing.

Everyone of those cops should

have their badges taken away and
they should be thrown in jail.

"I love Los Angeles. My niece

just moved out there but I'm ner-

vous about her being there now,”

he said. "When I saw those pic-

tures I kept thinking that the only

thing those' police were lacking

were the white robes.”

Elizabeth Hart, a cashier in a

. family restaurant in Rutland, Vt.,

^
-said: "It's ironic that after watch-

fv zing atrocities in Kuwait, we get to

turn on the television to see atroci-

.
ties in our back yard in Los Angel

-

<~es. .

J "In Vermont, we treat animals

'"-more humanely in death than this

;
man was treated by theLos Angel

-

t

es police,” she said. "Here in Rut-
land there is a great deal of outrage

about this.”
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An LAPD commander expressed concern over
the public reaction to the taped beating of a
man by group of officers./A5

By Howard $. Gantman
jCOPLEY NEWS SERVICE

j
Saying the entire Los Angeles Police Depart-

’ment was outraged and demoralized by the beat-
ing of a motorist, Chief Daryl Gates announced
Thursday he would seek felony charges against
Jthe three officers who clubbed and kicked the
|inan at least 60 times.

Twelve others face disciplinary proceedings for
ailing to stop the beating, which could range

£from a reprimand to firing, Gates said at a news
inference in Parker Center police headquarters.

"Mayor Tom Bradley, who has tried to item

growing fears that the beating
was racially motivated, wel-
comed the chiefs announce-
ment and sought ip assure the
thousands of confeemed resi-

dents who had inundated his
office with calls that the issue
“will not be swept under the
rug.” :

“We are determined that the
message will go out: Los Ange-
les will not tolerate rogue cops,
will not tolerate improper con-

duct on the part of any of our police officers,”
* Bradley said following a meeting with Gates and
t two members of the Police Commission.

. Gates declined to identify tie three officers
• pending the filing of charges; by the District
! Attorney’s Office, which he said could include

Chief Daryl

7 Gates voiced
: outrage.
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assault with a deadly weapon and assault under
the color of authority, both felonies. I

The names of the other 12, including ra ser-

geant with 16 years on the force who had been
responsible for supervising the arrest, also were
withheld until the

hearings.

B* Sandi Gibbons,

conclusion of the disciplinary

a spokeswoman for District

'Attorney Ira Reiner, said the office had opened
Its own investigation following the portrayal of

the incident in an amateur videotape broadcast

[
on Ideal and petwork television earlier this week.

C: Gibbons said prosecutors welcomed the police

. -evidence but Jwould reach their own independent
|;Condusion oil what charges to file. She expected

an announcement in the next few days. \

Bradley accused the 15 officers of “damaging”
^ the reputation and integrity of the force and
J possibly igniting ethnic division in Los Angeles.

“It is devastating,” Bradley
said. T think it will take years

for the Police Department to

recover and, in turn, it will

take a long time for the city to

recover from this incident.”

The mayor, who served on
the force for 20 years before

entering politics, said he had
directed the commission to in-

vestigate whether racism was
behind a number of recent
controversial police actions in-

ilving minorities.

k “There is a need to look at the various inci-

dents that have occurred within the minority
^community to see if there is a pattern involving

[
some kind of racial implications,” Bradley sqid. -

Fflflayor Tom
;Bradley reas-

sured citizens.
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; But both Bradley and Gates

downplayed complaints by

black community groups, in-

cluding the Brotherhood Cru-

sade, that the beating proved

the department was rife with

racism.

“That issue has been raised

here, whether or not there was

any racial effect or cause in-

volved in this,” GateB said. “We
can turn up absolutely nothing

except that the officers were

white and the suspect was

black.”

The mayor also noted that

both the motorist, Rodney Glen

King, 25, of Altadena, his fami-

ly and his attorneys have dis-

counted racism in the behavior

of the officers.

. But Bishop E. Lynn Brown of

the Christian Methodist Epis-

copal Church, and other Broth-

erhood Crusade members ac-

cused Gates of setting a tone of

racism throughout the depart-

ment, which led to the beating.

They called for him to resign or

be fired.

*Klan-like action*

“Mr. Gates created an atmo-

sphere and created the incen-

tive for this kind of Klan-like

action to take place in the city,”

Brown said. “We demand that

Chief Gates be fired.”

Bradley noted, however, that

the chief was protected by civil

service regulations and could

not be fired unless there was

evidence of major wrongdoing.

Although he has sparred with

Gates in the past, the mayor

praised the chiefs quick inves-

tigation of the beating.

.And as he has often done dur-

ing past controversies, GateB

said he would step down at a

time of his own choosing and

not give in to pressure.

:“I have absolutely no
thoughts of resigning,” Gates

said. “Please let all my friends

out there know, who think this

is the time. I am not going. Tm
going to be here. If anything,

this is a time for strength of

leadership. I provide that lead-

ership in this organization.”

- Crates said the incident was
“an aberration” that has demor-
alized the department consid-

ered a model law enforcement

agency throughout the world.

He called on the public to show
support for the 8,300-member
force.

!“YouVe got a lot of police of-

ficers out there whose morale

has been harmed seriously by
* thiB,” Gates said. “They feel it.

They look at those tapes, too.
•

‘Casts a shadow on them’
j

“They are as outraged as you
are, as outraged as the public.

And they want something done,

because it casts a shadow on
them and they are really down.”

A police analysis of a 'video-

tape shot by a witness found

the officers struck King at least

53 times with their batons,

. Gates said. They also kicked

him seven times.

One of the three officers was
a rookie, a second had served

three years on the department

and had been brought up on
excessive force charges but had
been acquitted in a police

Board of Rights hearing, Gates

said. The third had nine years

experience and had been disci-

plined for brutality.

The chief said the officers

told investigators they had been

frightened when they confront-

ed King because they believed

that he was under the influence

of PCP and, like some who
abuse the drug, had “super-hu-

man strength.”

Blood and urine tests had
been taken following King’s ar-

rest but the final results were

not ready, Gates said.

But he noted that investiga-

tors now believe King had been
driving under the influence of

alcohol when he was pulled over

early Sunday morning in the

Lake View Terrace section of

the San Fernando Valley fol-

lowing a high-speed chase by
LAPD and California Highway

-‘"Patrol officers.

£ Gates said officers involved in
a pursuit need careful supervi-

;

sion when they pull a motorist
1 over and are filled with Adrena-
lin and “pent-up animosity.”

Sergeant blamed

: He vented some of his har-
shest words against the ser-

^geant who should have kept the
officers under control

^
“Unfortunately we had a total

"human failure on the part of
that sergeant and many other
officers who should have inter-

ceded,” Gates said. “If they re-

ally loved their brother officers,

they would have stepped in and
grabbed them and hauled them
back and said, ‘Knock it off.’

“That is what every officer

should have done and my judg-
ment is that it is a cowardly
thing, it is not keeping faith

with the tenants of being a good
partner . . * to stand there and
allow people to get themselves
in this kind of trouble.” I
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shocks
Westside police
commander

. By Jennifer Lewis
STAFFV'.RITER
f.

A Westside LAPD police command-
er expressed ishock Thursday at the
videotaped beating of a suspect by
Foothill officers and worried that it
may damage the reputation of the
force. *

. Capt. Stephen Moede of the Pacific
Division said he is withholding judg-
ment of the officers involved until an

1 investigation is completed, but he said,

t

“Personally, I was stunned by what I
: saw on the videotape ... the incident
has tarnished our badge and our repu-
tation ana affected our family and
friends”

Rodney King, 25, was released from
jail Wednesday in a wheelchair, his

,

face battered, his leg in a cast and one -

eye swollen half-shut. At least three
* officers who took part in the clubbing
Sunday in Lake View Terrace face feK

[

ony charges.

Moede, commander of the patrol di-

, vision, made his remarks at a noon
* luncheon of the Airport Lions Club in
Westchester.

, , Moede said he was worried that the
beating might chip away at the com-

* munity’s trust in the police depart-
t -ment and its ability to objectively in-
' vestigate the incident.

Pacific Division, he said, has re-

}
ceived several telephone calls from
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people so incensed about the beating
they’ve threatened to kill officers.

“Damage done to the police depart-
ment is a major concern,” he said.

The captain promised a thorough,
impartial and swift investigation, and
assured the business leaders that his
officers are “honest and of the highest
integrity.”

Moede also cited the youth of the
department’s uniformed ranks, many
of whom only have five to seven years
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experience. As patrol commander, he is

emphasizing officer training this year.
On Sunday, the officers may have

“overreacted,” he said. Supervisors at
the scene also may have lost control..

Behind every police scandal nation-
wide, Moede said, is “the failure of ra
supervisor to do his job.” !

;

Moede asked the public’s help m
restoring faith in police.

“We need your support and confl-
uence,” he said. ,

*

,

FBI/ DOJ
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The homemade videotape,]

filmed by a bystander early Sun-

day morning in Lake View Ter-

race, 'depicts at least a dozen offi-

cers surrounding a black man
after he left his car, kicking him
land pounding more than 40

[tunes with nightsticks as he lay

on the pavement. The tape was
shot from a nearby apartment

balcony.
The FBI and the District At-

tomey’s Office are investigating I

the beating of Rodney Glenn
j

King, 25. Civil rights activists

branded the beating part of a

pattern of police misconduct in

the nation’s largest city.
,j

The American Civil Liberties
j

Union may file a suit against the .

LAPD or launch a public cam- 1

paign demanding the ouster of 1

Police Chief Daryl F. Gates, said.

Director of Communications Lin-

1

da Burstyn. The ACLU averages
1
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Video stirs

emotions,

controversy
Camcorder lauded as

tool for police, citizens

” ”7 . , f£rn,
-

* LU11CO JLl O UUJLJLUUll iVi «. pSTSUt
Burstyn said. There seems to ma^e a decision if the child de-
be a particular disregard for mi-. n

-

es ^ the parents saw a pho-
norities.” to of the child doing something,
Spokesman from several San

thev would believe it.”

Gabriel Valley^ law enforcement Glendora police Chief
agencies polled spoke favorably .gra(i posey said videotapes'
of the growing role of video cam-

£could be misinterpreted by the
eras as a law enforcement.^^
watchdog.

!j "Any time an officer is using
I have noticed where more

reasonable force to effect an ar-
and more private citizens are

rest’ may seem unreasonable to

videotaping incidents involving the outside viewer,” Posey said,

the police,” said Baldwin Park "If someone is violently resist-

police Chief Carmine Lanza. He ing arrest, someone may come m
added, in defense of the law en- in the middle of a situation and

forcement community, “The vast that could be seen as the police

By Pamela Medve maioritv of police officers are being aggressive.

Staff Writer firmest and hard-working and Police also use camcorders m
1 “ hnhold the high standard that

,

their work. Baldwin Park police

Just as residents reacted with anforrement is entrusted i

officers bring along a video cam-
horror, local police and sheriffs law enforcement is enirusiea

1

era
-

when tgey execute search,
departments were upset to see a

nf^rpr<, ifigaiiv are restricted warrants to aid in their defense'

;
videotape that shows Los Ange- , , onlv force ^at is rea- if residents allege that police left

les police officers repeatedly
gonable

§
and necessary to make their home a shambles,

beating a prone, apparently help- r°
arrest authorities said. Any “It really has cut down on

less man. The videotape original-
j f hevond that point might be complaints,” Lariza said,

ly was aired on national televi-
1,

mig
Covina police tape demonslra

Though all complaints of bru- tions in case they get unruly to

tality are investigated, a video- identify how exactly they got out

tape can strongly bolster a cbm- of hand and who was responsi-

pMnant’s case! said Lt. Michael ble, said -Sgt. Richard Hastert.

Muravez of the Walnut Sheriffs The Walnut Sheriffs Station

Station..
tapes large parties

Video cameras also are used m

sion Monday night.

“It was upsetting to everyone

. . . from every rookie officer to

the chief of police,” said Azusa
police Captain Bob Garcia. “It

was too bad it happened. It was
very difficult to watch.”

[police surveillance
investigations.

and certain
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Why a Federal Probe Is Still Needed
; ChiefGates moves quickly

• Los Angeles Police Chief Daryl F.

'.Gates is not a man who likes to

tapologize. So he deserves some credit

•.for apologizing on Thursday—al-

..though he hardly had a choice after

Ithe strong reaction from television^
"

^viewers nationwide who saw the -

videotape of LAPD cops beating a
jblack man. Rodney King, clubbed ancL
picked repeatedly by a group "df
^officers, “didn’t deserve to 'be
'.'whacked around like that,, and I’ll he
fihe first to apologize to him for that;’’

'

•Gates, said. That’s fine, as far as it

'

goes. In the wake of an incident that

‘has shocked the nation, :the chief is

‘willing to fully acknowledge that a
'

rfew officers used excessive force and
/•should be punished. But he is "still

^missing the crucial larger issue: the
^systemic .problems that" appear to

.exist within the department.

A review of the tape, according to"

•Gates, showed policemen struck King
iwith -their batons 53 times and kicked
rfiim seven times when, taking him •

in videotaped-beating case, but major questions remain
into custody after a high-speed chase
prompted by a traffic violation.

The three officers seen beating and
' kicking King while he -lay on the

ground are expected to be charged
criminally. Every officer who wit-

nessed the horrific beating and did
:

,.not intercede will be disciplined in-

ternally,the chief said.;
"

Gates reserved his severest eriti-

cism for- the sergeant whp failed to

stop the officers. Department rules

require the presence of a supervisor

at the conclusion of a high-speed
.chase to prevent “pumped-up” offi-

cers -from violating procedures. Prop-
er procedure wasn’t followed,. Gates
said, due to “human failure.”

’ •

•That failure of leadership,however,
is -indicative of more than individual

error. It .calls into question the train-

•ing, the disciplinary procedures and
the Very culture of the LAPD. Why
would a group of officers believethey
could beat up a .suspect and get away
with it without any consequences?

I An
(jT l

. r . > - r jl
Their actions—and the inaction of the
officers who watched—suggest-that
something may be terribly wrong

.
within the LAPD.

__
The department has turned up- no

evidence of a' racial element ta the
incident, in spite of community con-
cerns that race played a part. Those
concerns must be taken seriously?

because of a long and bitter histdrypf
discrimination charges against the
LAPD—including some recent com-
plaints by high-profile black athletes.

It would be easy to dismiss this

incident as an aberration, as the chief

has. But that would be a grave,
mistake. _

"

The FBI is investigating to deter-
mine if King’s civil rights were .vio-

lated. The U.S. Department of Justice

. is closely monitoring the case. That
-federal scrutiny is welcome, if for no
•other reason that it should pressure
local authorities to follow through on
what is sure to be a painful- Put
essential probe. .

FBI/DOJ
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Grim Gates Faces Heated

Questions

Media: The chiefseems to know that the

news conference on police beating might be the

most significant of his stormy tenure.

By DAVID FERRELL .

TIMES STAFF WRITER

Police Chief Daryl. F. Gates arrived 20 minutes late, knifing

his way into a warm, stuffy conference room that seemed’more
like a lion’s den, jammed with 17 television cameras and more'

than 70 news media members.
He appeared ruddy and strained, despite his dapper blue suit

and a red tie spangled with tiny American flags.

The news conference Thursday—amid a nationwide uproar

over the beating of black construction worker Rodney G. King
by several Los Angeles police officers—was perhaps the most

Date:

Edition:

LOS ANGELES TIMES
FRI. , MAR 8, 1991
Metro Section, Page 6

MIXED REACTION
Residents of Lake View Terrace expressed mixed views

about the incident that occurred in their community. B3
«

significant of Gates’ stormy 13-year reign and he seemed to

know it.

He stepped to a lectern bearing the official department seal

and motto—“To Protect and to Serve”—and emphatically

announced that three officers will face criminal charges for

their role in Sunday's incident. A sergeant, and as many as 11

other officers who stood by and watched the beating, could face

administrative charges, Gates added.
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I “It shows that ifyou want to, you
<jan stir up a lot of interest on a
Subject,” a grim Gates told the

gathered throng, which peppered
him with questions. “[But] on this

. . . [the attention] is probably
very well justified.”
* Media members raised questions

**$ot only about King’s beating, but
dtbout a number of incidents in-

volving officers and blacks over
the years. Gates was even asked to

comment on the widely publicized

|^79 shooting death of Eulia Love,
39-year-old black woman who

$as gunned down by officers as

t
e appeared ready to throw a
ife at them. Officers had gone to

8er home after she reportedly

.

firuck a gas company employee
•
;grho was shutting off service be-
cause of an unpaid $22.09 bill.

He also was asked about recent
incidents involving Hall of Fame
fjaseball player Joe Morgan and
fermer Lakers basketball star Ja-

-Jaaal Wilkes. Morgan was awarded
|£>40,000 in damages by a federal

i»urt jury after he complained that
was roughed up by a police

officer who mistook him for a drug
Courier. Wilkes was pulled over on
|ns way home from work, ordered
^ut of his car and handcuffed by
ffficers who gave him conflicting

<*®asons for having stopped him.

^ Gates, who noted that the city is

f
pealing the Morgan case, denied
at the department exhibited rac-

ism in its handling of minorities.

S? He went on to call King's beat-
jng, which has drawn fire from
<ivil rights groups, “a great .disan*v



Ijointment, [a] tremendous disap-
pointment” that never should have
frappened.

While declining to release names
any of the 15 officers at the

scene when King was beaten,
*<j5ates directed much of his anger at
^ sergeant whose responsibility,
ifhder Police Department guide-
fees, was to ensure that the emo-
gon and adrenaline of the officers

involved in the car chase did not
Igad to violence.
i '“We've put into our . * . proce-
dures—and we have over and over
pressed it—that we want a* super-
visor at the end of these pursuits to
prevent this kind of thing from
happening,” Gates said. “That su-
pervisor was there. . . . Unfortu-
nately, we had a total human
feilure on the part of that sergeant
ghd many other officers who
£iould have interceded.”

r Gates said the failure to inter-

vene was a “cowardly” course
taken by every officer present and
towed to take every possible step

3

?prevent it from occurring again.
f ; ‘I preach— I mean I really
reach—to every single person
who graduates from the Police
Academy about the law and their
heed for a reverence of the law,”
he said, “What they should have
<}one, if they really loved their
brother officers . . . [was to] have
stepped in and grabbed them and
hauled them back and said, 'Knock
it off!’ That’s what the sergeant
should have done [and] that’s what
every officer there should have
done.”

i At times during the hour-long
press conference, questions were
shouted all at once. Tempers flared

when the Rev. Heber Jent2sch,
president of the Church of Sciento-
logy International, asked about the
police Department’s alleged role in

infiltrating citizen watchdog

groups after the Eulia Love shoot-

ing. Jentzsch described himself as

someone who had closely followed

the Love shooting as part of a
•ministers group called The Gather-
ing and later noted that he had
clashed previously with Gates over

* -the issue.

* “How will we be assured [in this

. case] that the same situation will

v not [occur]?” Jentzsch demanded
* of Gates.

: Gates, staring at the floor in

, obvious annoyance, answered:
* “Well, much has gone under the
. bridge. -Any other questions?”

.

As the press conference contin-

ued, an -angry Deputy Chief Wil-
liam Booth approached Jentzsch

-..off to the side of the room, Chal-

lenging his assertions about police

spying.

“You’re really a liar,” Booth
. whispered.

“I’m not a liar,” Jentzsch replied.

“Yes, you are—the biggest one .

I’ve seen.”

“You’re a liar/’ the Scientology

official retorted.

“You’re a liar!”

“You’re a liar!” ..

Apparently unaware of the ex-

change, Gates was asked to com-
ment on City Councilman Nate
Holden’s proposal for additional

training and psychological testing

ofnew officers.

“Once again, this is' a model
department,” Gates insisted. “Ev-
erybody's clamoring and saying,

*We ought to do this, we ought to

do that.’ People across the nation in

law enforcement follow what we
do. We have psychological exami-

nations. . . . We have a month of

cultural training . . . [and] a long

period of training on the use of

force.

‘This [incident] is an aberra-

tion," Gates added. “This is some-
thing that should never have hap-
pened.”

JOE KENNEDY / Los Angeles Times

Police Chief Daryl F. Gates talks about beating incident at
i tough news conference with more than 70 journalists.
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Gates Wants 3 Officers
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Prosecuted in Beating
TOe . GATES WANTS 3 OFFICERS

'PROSECUTED IN BEATING

Police: Chief calls

incident an aberration

caused by ‘total human
failure.’ Bradley Mso

presses investigation.

By HECTOR TOBAR
and SHERYL STOLBERG
TIMES STAFF WRITERS

Los Angeles Police Chief Daryl
F. Gates, reacting to controversy

- that has prompted calls for his

dismissal, recommended felony
prosecution Thursday .for three
officers who participated in the
videotaped beating of a man. The

^chief also promised to discipline a
sergeant and as many as 11 other
officers who watched.

Gates called the violent incident

‘Sunday morning an aberration and
he attributed it to a '‘total human-
failure.” He singled out a sergeant
who apparently failed to stop offi-

cers as they kicked 25-year-old
Rodney G. King and beat him with
nightsticks.

The decision on whether to pur-
sue criminal prosecution rests with
*the Los Angeles County .district

attorney. That decision could 'be

made today, officials said.

Mayor Tom Bradley appeared
pleased with Gates' call for disci-

plinary actions, but the mayor also

ordered the city's Police Commis-
sion—a civilian oversight panel
whose members he appoints—to
press forward with a comprehen-
sive look into possible deficiencies

in the department's training, su-
pervision or what the mayor
termed "our command structure.”

Bradley, emerging from a pri-

vate afternoon meeting with Gates
and the Police Commission, seemed
eager to calm a city unsettled by
repeatedly televised images of
white officers savagely pummeling
a prone black man.

Gates and Bradley* have said the

Chief Gates at press conference.
* * *

tw*-
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incident, which occurred after a
traffic stop, did not appear to have
racial overtones.

"There is a need for all of -us,”

Bradley said, "to recognize that the
city draws its strength from its

diversity, and that we will not let

. an incident of this kind divide us or
cause a problem based on our
neighborhoods or backgrounds.”
Bradley said he would not at-

tempt to remove Gates, as some
civil rights groups have demanded.
But the mayor stopped short of
declaring support for the chief,

. saying that it is not up to him to

decide whether Gates should re-

sign or retire.
i

The mayor said the city's repu-
tation has been tarnished and pre-
dicted that it would take years for

Los Angeles and the Police De-
partment to recover. But, Bradley
said, Gates' actions were an impor-
tant first step..

"We have stopped the blood"

RELATED STORIES: B1

from flowing and now it is impor-
• .tint to restore the vitality, the
health of the body of the Police

|
Department of this city,” Bradley

; said.

Gates announced his recommen-

I

dation for prosecution at a midday
! news conference at Parker Center.

I. The chief also revealed new details

about the attack on King, saying
that he had been struck 53 to 56
times—significantly more than
earlier estimates—and had been

FBI/ DOJ



King, an Altadena resident who
was released from prison in De-

cember after serving a one-year

^sentence for robbery, is an unem-
ployed construction worker. He
was confronted by the officers

early Sunday after what police saif

was a high-speed car chase.

At his one-hour news confe

ence, Gates said the sergeant at"

scene should have prevented

routine arrest from escalating v

“an uncontrolled beating. * \

“That supervisor was there^r :

process was followed/' Gates-
' *

“Unfortunately, we had a

Iiuman failure on the part ofba_

sergeant and many other officers

who should have interceded. There

k
was one officer who tried to inter

-

\
cede just briefly, but it was far too

f -brief.”

In a move clearly intended to

restore confidence in the depart-

t ment, Gates announced the deci-

sion to seek prosecution, which

. resulted from departmental inqui-

ries into the events. One is a

criminal investigation by the Major

Crimes Unit and the other is a

review by the department's inter-

nal affairs unit.

“If they really loved their fellow

officers they should have stepped

in and grabbed them and pulled

. themback and said 'Knock it off!'
”

Gates said of the officers. “That s

what every officer should have

done. In my judgment it's a cow-

ardly thing ... to stand there and

allow people to get themselves in

this kind of trouble.”

£ The chief said the department's

1 8,300 officers are upset about being

i painted with the same “broad

1 brush” as those involved in the

|
attack.

fc “You will not find a police officer .

^mthis city that will in any way

;

' attempt to justify what those offi-

£ cers did,” Gates said,

r Although the district attorney
:> will determine any specific charg-

ees, .Gates said the three officers

could be charged with assault with

. a deadly weapon or assault “under

•the color of authority.”

The three officers and the ser-

geant have been taken off field

duty but are still on the depart-

ment payroll, Gates said. They will

also be charged administratively

and may be suspended without pay
’

at that point.

Gates did not identify any of the

officers involved, including the

sergeant. However, a police report

on the incident identified the ser-

geant as Stacey Koon, 40, a father

of five and a 14-year veteran.

“I'd like to talk to you, but this is

not an appropriate time,” Koon told

* a reporter while standing in the

front yard of his home in Castaic.

Capt. Tim McBride, liead of the

Police Department's Foothill Divi-

sion, confirmed that Koon and

_three other officers—Laurence^Mi -

chael Powell, 28~, Ted Briseno and

Timothy Wind, 30—have been re-

lieved of field duty.

Gates earlier did not identify the

.three officers who he has recom-

mended be prosecuted. He did say

,

vhowever, that two of them beat

.King with their batons. Gate? said

one. is a rookie and the other is a

three-year veteran. The third of-

ficer, according to the chief, kicked

King; he has been on the force nine

years.

i
v At least one of the officers had

been disciplined before for exces-

sive force, Gates said. Koon also

had been disciplined for reasons

Gates did not specify: —
Gates said the criminal cases

*

'

against three officers will be pre-

sented to the district attorney no

later than today.

All three officers apparently

were recorded on a videotape shot

by an amateur cameraman and

televised nationally by the major

. networks. Outraged viewers have

flooded police telephone lines with

calls, and Bradley told reporters he

;
has received 1,000 complaint calls.

After the beating, King was

booked by police for evading arrest

and held for four days. He was

released from Los Angeles County

Jail on Wednesday after the dis-

trict attorney's office cited lack of

evidence to prosecute him.

King told reporters he did not

resist the officers. He .said he

feared for his life during the beat-

ing.

Separate investigations into the

incident are being conducted by

,the district attorney and the FBI.

„ Ramona Ripston, executive di-

. rector of the American Civil Lib-

erties Union of Southern Califor-

. nia, said Gates’ response did not go

far enough. She reiterated her call,

ior Gates to resign.

“He still says that this is an

aberration and I don't believe this

is an aberration,” she said. “In-

stances similar tothe one we have

i on videotape happen all the time.”

Gates brushed aside this and

other calls from community

organizations that he step down.

“I have absolutely no thoughts

* of resigning,” he said. “Please let

t .my friends out there know who

think this is the time, I'm-not going.

I'm going to be there. If anything

this is a time for strength of

leadership.”

At a news conference Thursday,

religious and community groups,

including the Brotherhood Cru-

sade, an African-American service

organization, pledged to raise

$50,000 for civilian patrol teams

.•armed with video cameras to moni-
tor police activities.

"“We need a peacekeeping force

to watch over LAPD,” said Danny
Bakewell, president of the Broth-

er erhood Crusade. “When they have
someone on the ground, we want
.people to rally around them and'

\ observe. Take a snapshot, don’t let
'

"them intimidate you.”

. Bakewell was joined at the news
^ conference by representatives of

the Los Angeles chapters of the

NAACP and the Southern Chris-

tian Leadership Conference.

Gates said, “We can turn up
' absolutely nothing that would sug-

gest [a racial motive], except for

; the officers were white and the

suspect was black.”

King's attorneys said he spent

Thursday with family and friends,

* ^visiting private doctors to receive

treatment and establish an inde-

.pendent record of his injuries. Ac-
cording to a doctor -who first treat-

ed him at a Sun Valley ‘hospital,

King's lacerations required 20

stitches to the face and mouth.
“ Attorneys for King said he also

may have suffereda broken ankle.

Los Angeles City Councilman
‘ Richard Alatorre, chairman of the

^ council's Public Safety Committee,

called for a public hearing Tuesday

on the Police Department's policies

(
on the use of force.

I In Sacramento, Senate President

;
Pro Tern David A. Roberti (D-Los

Angeles) reintroduced a bill ve-

toed in September by then-Gov.

George Deukmejian that would
prohibit a peace officer from using

* more force than reasonable in

making an. arrest, preventing an

escape or overcoming resistance.

Times staff writers Leslie Berger,

Sam Enriquez, Andrea Ford, Jane

Fritsch, Cari Ingram, John Johnson,

Charisse Jones John L. Mitchell and
’ Tracy Wopd contributed to this report.
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No sympathy for

brutal cops

I

n an orange glow of streetlights'

a

policeman raises his baton and
hits the lump of a man on the
ground. The man writhes, barely.

The baton comes down again.

Another cop takes a swing.

He’ll stop now. He’s not stopping. I

can’t look any longer, but I can’t get

L.A. police officers did this. One

j

shot him with an electronic Taser gun,

j

one beat him with a baton, one
’ stomped on his face. Twelve fellow

officers watched.

Sixty blows to the man lying still on
the ground.

“I was scared,” Rodney King said. “I

was scared for my life. So I laid down
real calmly and took it like a man,”
And all of L.A., and the nation, saw

it in rerun after rerun of a videotape
made by a shocked citizen from the

balcony of his apartment Sunday, .

It was sick-to-the-Btomach wrong,
way past that line between Right and
Wrong for a nation that George Bush
just described as “caring and good and
generous in all we dp.”

So while we know all about
innocent-until-proven-guilty, the fact

is, this beating was on videotape.

I saw it. The nation saw it.

Pay the man, *

My prediction is that Rodney King
and his lawyers are about to be very
rich. Though I might be judged crass

to say so, my prediction is $6 million,

and this one won’t be dragged out in

the courts forever, either.

It’s not worth debating whether $6
million is the right amount, and
irrelevant that the victim was a
convicted armed robber. That’s the
ballpark of jury awards, and LAPD
hardly qualifies for “first offense”

leniency:

Four officers will stand trial this

month on charges of criminal
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vandalism in the “39th and Dalton”
street case, and the department faces a

$10 million civil suit. In a raid on
apartments in a black community,
ax-wielding officers allegedly destroyed

furniture, appliances and walls.

Baseball all-star Joe Morgan, who
is black, won a $540,000 federal jury

award after being roughed up by an
LAPD officer at the airport.

Basketball great Jamaal Wilkes,

also black, has filed a complaint that

he was pulled over and handcuffed by
patrol officers because his automobile

registration was about to expire.

M And the police chief himself was
held liable for $170,000 in damages in

a brutality case involving a Hispanic

man.
The chief was not present when the

man’s nose was broken and his

daughter was thrown to the ground,

but his leadership was judged a factor.

Whatever the pricetag on the

Rodney King case, we are lucky—
that he lived. t

We will be luckier still if Los r
Angeles seizes the opportunity to /
change the leadership and the k
leadership’s demands on the meni^
women of the LAPD.
The cops on the street risk thgty

lives for our safety.
i

They need all the support ar

protection we can provide. Tr
back-up, communications, w
They also need to know -4^ Z5

absolutely— that bigotry aW^

SEARCHED

SERIALIZED^
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brutality will get them booted out of I

their jobs fast and, in cases like this'- *.

one, thrown unsympathetically to the
district attorney and FBI and ACLU
and NAACP. m ?

On Thursday the chief said he v
would seek felony charges against ^
three officers, and disciplinary action"
against the others. Three days after

the tape aired first on TV. About time.

A police chief from another city, a
black man, once told me that he
believed brutality, racism and sexism
existed on police forces everywhere for
two different reasons:

One, he called “The Old School”’;,*'

The problem wasn't so much that -
(

officers of “The Old School” were the'
TV stereotype of loner tough-guy, but
that, for whatever reasons, they
couldn't change as fast as society did.

It’s like they were always two or three
years out of “fashion,” only it was

1

equality at stake.' They had to be *

.

ordered to treat people right. - *

The second reason was “The Wrong
Recruits.” Police work today requires a
social maturity that is rare among * /
those who think they want to be cops.
It is rare because of all the usual
negative forces— poverty, the
disintegration of the family, the
imperfect education system. And then
there is the problem of recruits who
know how to hide their hatreds and - ^

power-trip needs right up to the *,-1

moment of crisis. *

* ^

When we finally learn who held the,

batons, who shot the Taser and who -
>

kicked Rodney King, perhaps we’ll
r

*

also get clues to where the LAPD went
wrong with them. * ;

From the few facts we know so far,

'

my guess today is a lot of “Old School,”
including in the chiefs seat, and a
smattering of “Wrong Recruits.” . ^ ,
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Civilians’ video cameras

undoing rogue officers
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you have a fire and you have no
pictures of the fire and no one
got killed, you don’t mention it. i

If you have great pictures of

flames leaping out, you use it.”
’

Cameras have been responsi-

ble for the undoing of other offi-

cers.
1

Home video cameras captured
New York City police during a
bloody 1'988 riot with demonstra-

1

tors in Tompkins Square Park.

Authorities said the videos
showed officers, some of them
with badges covered to keep 1

from being identified, apparently
j

using excessive force.
j

In another California case, tri-
;

al is under way for two Long
;

Beach policemen charged in the !

case of black activist Don Jack- ]

son, who was beaten during a
traffic stop in 1989.

j;stun gun ana repeateaiy ciuo-

'

Sing Rodney King, a motorist
!
stopped for a traffic violation.

|

The tape made the news on all 1

[

the networks this week.
i;sKing, who is black, said he
didn’t hear any racial slurs dur-

! ing the beating, and Rentzer said 1

‘£afce wouldn’t be a major issue

j

in the case.
j* But King said that, as a black

,

man, he was leery of police.
[

|

aThey consider themselves dif- ,

Lferent humans than we are.

|

$hey are a family, a big family.

.We are another family,” King
said in a jailhouse interview be-

(

fpre his release Wednesday
\

night.

^Without the video of King’s
heating, TV network news pro- ;

ducers said they doubted it

Would have become a national

story. i

‘It’s a picture medium,” said

Steve Friedman, executive pro-
\

ducer of NBC’s nightly news. “If
j

^Associated Press

• !> LOS ANGELES — Civilians
who happen to be on the spot
with video cameras are proving
the undoing of some rogue offi-

cers, capturing them on video-

S
pe skimming drug money or
sating suspects.

^Videotapes have become the
$2sis for law-
suits seeking
tnillions from
police depart-
ments accused
of harboring
byerzealous
officers.

George Hol-
liday’s test of

his new video
camera early

!
Sunday captured officers using a

Holliday
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‘It turned my stomach when

I saw it

’
1

By Kevin Uhrich
Staff Writer

Local residents interviewed Thursday charac-
terized the beating of Altadena resident Rodney

1 King at the hands of Los Angeles police officers
as disgusting and called for the immediate dis-’

missal of the officers involved.
While a dozen people said most local officers

are professional — one man said Pasadena offi-

cers even smile while writing traffic tickets —
others said they don’t believe the use of exces-
sive force by police is uncommon.
Meanwhile, top Pasadena police officials, in-

cluding Chief Bruce Philpott and Commander
Gary Bennett, shared the overriding public sen-
timent.

!

“That’s the ugliest'thing I can remember see-
ing,” Philpott said Thursday,- a few hours after
Los Angeles Chief Daryl Gates announced plans
to recommend that the District Attorney’s Of-
fice prosecute three officers for the beating.
“It’s an outrage. It’s just disgusting to me. It

i turned my stomach when I saw it.”

Philpott said there is a difference between the
'necessary use of force in potentially dangerous

.

situations and the excessive use of force under
what he called “the color of authority.” He said

' he doubted such behavior has occurred in the
Pasadena Police Department.
“This is in a different realm. To say it has

happened in the Pasadena Police Department,

it’s beyond my comprehen-
sion, my reality to say that is!

possible,” Philpott said.
Bennett said the department;

!

devotes a lot of time to develop-

'

Ing policy and training officers,

to control their emotions in pres-

!

sure situations.

“That’s not something thatl
happens here, especially to that i

degree,” Bennett said. “That’s'
why we have policies that limit
the number of officers in pur-
suit, so you don’t have a crowd

|

of officers when it’s all over.”

!

Both Bennett and Philpott said

,

the actions of the 14 LAPD offi-!

leers involved in the King inci-

|dent will taint the credibility of!

j

law enforcement everywhere.
j

“The use of excessive force is

not something you can equivo-;
cate about,” Bennett said.
“Those who engage in it aren’t
fit to wear the badge.”

In 1988, the city of Pasadena
settled a claim filed by cpmmu-

,

nity activist Michael Zinzun,

who was seriously injured in an
altercation with Pasadena police

officers. The city settled the

i
claim out of court for $1 million.

“We’ve come a long way since

[then,” Pasadena Mayor Jess

Hughston said. “We don’t wantj
those kinds of allegations in our
city.” !

“It’s hard to put into words,” f

attorney A1 Moses said when
asked to react to the video,'

which has been broadcast na-
tionwide since early this week. 1

“It was that type of incident.
And so graphic. I alsb think if it

were not for that camera being
there, there would have been
charges against Mr. King. I can’t

think of anything that gentle-

man could have done that would
have justified that kind of beat-

1

ing. I think the video clearly

!

speaks for itself.”

Cynthia Cooper, a 32-year-old
Altadena resident, called for the
immediate firing of the officers

;

involved.

“I think they should be pro-

tecting us, not trying to kill us,”

Cooper said.

Ron Glenn, ‘48, of Pasadena
said police officers throughout
the region are edgy following re-

cent shootings of LAPD officers.

“I know some officers from
i the Pasadena area, and they’re
i pretty nice guys, and they’re
pretty courteous about giving

1 out tickets too,” Glenn said.
1 Other persons interviewed
I
said the beating was horrible,
[but not completely surprising.

“I think it was very wrong,

j

but I’ve seen similar abuse like

I

that,” said 20-year-old Kimberly
Madison, who has lived in Pasa-
dena for 17 years. “I saw the
pictures four or five times, and
there’s no way around it. I think
the police officers involved

! should be dismissed from the

;

force, even the ones who stood

j

by and watched. My mom cried
1 when she saw it.”
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Edward Richards, 39, said mi-,

norities, especially blacks, are

targets of police abuse.

VI don’t think it’s an aberra-

tion,” Richards said. “I think it’s

;

normal for police to use exces-.

sive force when it comes to Afri-,

can-Americans.” i

However, Richards said he is]

not personally aware of similar!

incidents in Pasadena or Alta-i

dena.
|

Virginia K. Fox, 65, who hasi

lived in Pasadena off and on for

50 years, said she believes police

brutality has been going unno-
ticed for years, and not just
against blacks.

“I think it’s time they are
catching up with incidents like

this. It’s been going on a long
time, not just with the black
race, but with others,” she said.

Sandi Lines, a 10-year resident

of Pasadena, said she believes
police routinely abuse their posi-

tions of authority.

“It happens in Pasadena. I

have no idea how often. I don’t
f

have any facts to back it up, but
I think it happens to minorities,'

blacks particularly, and I’ve

heard homosexuals say it hap-:

pens to them/’ _
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Gates will ask
for charges in

L
Victim won’t take

part in protests
By Kevin Uhrich
Staff Writer
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The mother of Rodney King, the Altadena man
whose beating at the hands of Los Angeles police
fueled a national uproar, said Thursday she is
trying to distance her son from the many protests
spawned by the incident and police handling of the
case.

King made her statement the same day Los
Angeles Police Chief Daryl Gates said he will ask
the District Attorney’s Office to file criminal
charges against three of the officers involved in
the beating of King on Sunday morning in Lake
View Terrace. Later in the day, Los Angeles May-

or Tom Bradley said the Police Commission would
review the King case and other reported incidents I

of police brutality and look for possible patterns of
police violence, especially in the city’s minority!
communities.

|

“We need to get the message across that this city

;

will not tolerate that kind of conduct by its police
officers,” Bradley said.

i The King family has kept a relatively low profile
since the controversy began. On Thursday, Odessa
King, Rodney King’s mother, said the family it is
not supporting any protests against police behav-S
ior in the incident.

“We are not supporting any types of those (pro-
tests). We don’t want that,” Odessa King said in an
interview Thursday morning. “We know that
could be very dangerous. We are mellow people.
We are not really looking for that type of thing,
[People could get hurt. We are not backing any of
that.”

hi a news conference Thurs-
day morning, Gates said he
would ask' prosecutors to file fel-

ony charges against three offi-

cers directly involved in the
beating. He said 11 other, officers
involved in the incident, includ-
ing the ranking sergeant at the
scene, will he charged internally.;

The homemade videotape o$
King being kicked, shocked and
beaten by club-wielding police
officers : been broadcast
around the country.

Locally, the Pasadena ahd :

Altadena chapters of the NAACP
plan a rally at Parker Center in
downtown Los Angeles from
9 a.m. to noon Saturday to pro-
test King’s beating.

However, Gates stood behind
the officers’ decision to stop.

King as he was driving on Foot-
jj

hill Boulevard in Lake View Ter-
i

race after California Highway {’

Patrol officers spotted him allege :

edly speeding on the Foothill
j|

(210) Freeway at about 1 a.m.jj

Si

-Sunday. Gates said King was
driving at an “excessive speed/'

probably was under the influ-

, ence of alcohol and failed to stop

when ordered to do so.

“Beyond that, we believe the
officers used excessive force lii|

taking (King) into custody, and
that’s why we are seeking charg-

es,” Gates said.

An LAPD spokesman, Lt. Freff

Nixon, said the names of the

three officers Gates recom-
mended for prosecution cannot
be released until charges are,

filed against them or until they
are judged by an internal board
of rights.

But in an interview Wednes-
day, LAPD Traffic Detective'
Richard Talkington named three]

officers involved in the beating:

Officer Laurence Powell, who a)/

legedly put his knee on King’s,

back to keep him down; Sgt. Sta-

cy Koon, who allegedly fired a
stun gun at King; and Officer,

Timothy Wind, who along with
Powell allegedly drew his baton
and struck King on his arms

?

!

legs and torso.

King, 25, has denied the allega-

tions against him.

FBl/DOJ
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Doctor {ists

injuries of

beaten man
By Kathy Braldhill

Staff Writer

Los Angeles police officers involved in the video-
taped beating of Rodney G. King broke his leg and
bones around his eye, cracked a tooth, knocked
fillings loose, and gave the Altadena man a severe
•concussion, King’s doctor and attorney said Fri-
day. 1.

"' ' ‘

“None of the IB ****
talro-n hv m m ‘

. “None of the
TOWs taken by
.Saddam Hussein
rcame back beaten
!this badly,” attor-

ney Steven A.
Lerman said at a
Beverly Hills
news conference
as he and Dr. Ed-
mund Chein dis-

None of the POWs
taken by Saddam
Hussein came back
beaten this badly.

Steven A. Lerman

- King’s atfoney

cussed King’s in- ;

juries. “He’ll never be the same Rodney King he',

was before this happened.”
The doctor showed close-up photographs of the

Altadena man’s swollen face, purplish bruises,"
stitched cuts and burns allegedly from a Taser
device, which delivers an electrical shock to sub-
due a person.
Some of die injuries to his brain and right eye

could be permanent, Chein said. •.

hi other developments: .

The District Attorney’s Office said it will con-
sult the Los Angeles County Grand Jury in seek-'
ing an indictment against the police officers re-
sponsible for King’s injuries.
The proceedings, held in secret, are expected to

begin Monday. There is no estimate for how long
‘the grand jury meetings might take. If the grand
jury indicts die officers, the case would move to
•trial more swiftly because it would eliminate what
is expected to be a lengthy preliminary hearing.

Prosecutors are trying to obtain a second
videotape made by a second bystander showing
.King after the assault, according to Gity News
Service. Although the video does not show the
"beating, prosecutors want to look at it anyway. -

Attorney Lerman said he intended to amass a
"“war chest” of information before filing a lawsuit

against the city on behalf of

King, but did not say how much
he would ask for in monetary

.'damages.
King, a 25-year-old construc-

tion worker, is recuperating at
an undisclosed location, Lerman

1

said, after suffering an assault at

.
the hands of police officers at

12:50 a.m. Sunday. .*
.

King allegedly led California

Highway Patrol Officers and Los
Angeles police on a high-speed
chase on the 210 Freeway. He ex-

ited on Paxton Avenueand
stopped his car in the 11700
block of Foothill Boulevard in
iLake View Terrace.

i$fjer getting out of his 1989
Hyundai, King was shocked by
an officer with a Taser device
and kicked and beaten by police
with their batons. At least three
officers appear on the videotape
to be actively beating King, and
another dozen officers can be
seen standing around.
When CHP officers began the

alleged pursuit of King, they

called for backup, and 15 LAPD
officers responded to the call,

said Officer Don Lawrence, an
LAPD spokesman.
King told reporters that there

was no chase and that he obeyed
the officers’ orders because
“they had big guns out and ev-

erything.”
Los Angeles Police Chief Dar-

ryl Gates said 11 officers and one
sergeant have been relieved of
active duty. He asked Thursday
that the District Attorney’s Of-

fice file criminal charges against
three officers.

Chein, an orthopedic and neu-
rological specialist, said a pre-
liminary-examination ofKing re-

veals several severe injuries:
'

The thin, fragile bone cavi-

ty encasing the eyeball was
cracked top and bottom. Such
damage is irreversible, Chein
said. Bleeding from the injury is

swelling King’s eye socket and
constricting the optical nerve
and could result in vision im-
pairment or injury to the muscu-
lar function of the eye.

King’s right cheekbone was
broken on both ends and is free-
floating, requiring .immediate
surgery. However, Chein said
•his face is too swollen from his
mother injuries to operate now.

(Indicate page, name ot

newspaper, city and ctate.)

P. A 1

Star-News
-Pasadena, California

Edition: 3/9/91
Daily

TO* DOCTOR LISTS INJURIES
OF BEATEN MAN

Character: CIVIL RIGHTS

Ctasstficatfon: on—33B
Submitting Office: Log Angeles

Indexing:
.

SEARCHED INDEXED

SERIALIZED. FILED

MAR 20 1991

FBI — LOS ANGELES

A concussion caused an in-

ternal bruise, resulting in dam-
age to one side of his brain,

slurred speech, memory lapses

and mental dysfunction. The
slow-healing tissue could take
years to recover, Chein said.

Two facial nerves were in-

jured, causing partial paralysis

and sensory loss to the right side

,of his face.

:( The right shin was frac-^

hired.

About a dozen bum marks
show where the Taser was ap-
plied and where the electricity
charred King’s skin as it exited
his body.
Although the Los Angeles Po-

lice Department has completed
its investigation into the inci-
dent, the District Attorney’s Of-
fice has launched its own probe,
"spokeswoman Sandi Gibbons
'-said.

• “We feel the scope of our in-

vestigation is a little broader
than theirs,” she said. “We’re
looking at the actions of all 15
•LAPD officers at the scene.”

Gibbons said the felony charg-
es against the officers for exces-
sive force would be the charges
most likely, under consideration.
No decision has been made

whether to file charges against

King
,
Gibbons said. If charges

were filed, Gibbons speculated

that it probably would be a vehi-

cle code violation for evading po-

lice and reckless driving.
;



States has said there was no
Evidence that the beating of
King, who is black, was racially
motivated,,and he asked the pub-
lic not to condemn the 8,300-
member force for the actions ofa
few.

;
•

Gates said officers swung
nightsticks at King between 53
and 56 times and kicked hiin at
.least seven times. ... -

Gates also commended Holli-
day, who videotaped the inci-
dent “for having the presence of
mind to do this videotape. . .

,

<And I want to particularly com-
mend him for recognizing that
this is an incident that needed
attention,” ...

. . Ataodated Prau

Pictures don’t lie: Attorney Steven Lerman shows photograph detailing Rodney Kjngs's injuries.
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POLICE BRUTALITY

Police Brutality
V

LAPD: Silence about law-enforcement

abuses is routine in Los Angeles, unlike

in other major U.S. cities. The problem

is that oversight institutions are weak.

By Jack Katz

P olice in Los Angeles may well be more brutal

than those in other large U.S. cities, but we
may never know because they are far less

subject to control. The most significant aspect of the
disgraceful beating of Rodney G. King is its subtle

revelation of the routine silence about law-enforce-
ment abuses in our community.
'In virtually all U.S. jurisdictions, people presumed

by the police to be criminal offenders are widely
treated with verbal disrespect and are often subject

to physical mistreatment. The public rarely learns

about the problem, because the victims usually have—
>

Jack Katz is professor of sociology at UCLA .

much more to fear from the police than a beating. As
in the King case, the victim’s first thought as the

police approach is not about brutal cops but about
probation status or about vulnerability on ’ the

charges that the police may bring. Many street

criminals would welcome a beating that would
compromise the police’s ability to send them back to

prison. Bear in mind that the King incident came to

light not because he or his passengers approached the

media, but because, by very odd chance, a bystander
had on hand a new video camera that he was eager to

try out. .

What is more distinctive about Los Angeles is aa.
institutional weakness in the professional constituent
cies of the police. Other communities have at left,-

three supports for oversight, all of which are lack>e
e

here. fa
First, legal academics, bar associations and *

in Southern California are stunning in their

Lawyers in this part of the country have broljr

a national, century-old tradition in whicl
minded groups of lawyers periodically docu£Ce

- fy
denounce such local problems as political/^

and law-enforcement abuses, risking pomp^/&e
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* self-righteousness in the name of a selfless commit-
ment to professional ideals.

Second, our local prosecutors are routinely silent.

Having suffered his own extraordinary series of

fiascoes, L.A. County’s prosecutor has hardly been in

a position to undertake a vigorous grand-jury or

undercover investigation of police brutality. Our
! expectation of competence has not been shattered at

1 VIDEOTAPED BEATING: Other commentary on
the beating of Rodney G. King by LAPD officers

[
on Op-Ed, Page 5.

the federal level, but then, Los Angeles seems to

have no expectations about its federal prosecutor
: other than that he or she will periodically surprise us

with a drug case so large that it ironically reveals the

j

hopelessly massive size of illegal drug markets.

1

We could expect more. Several years ago, when
conducting observation research within the U.S.

Attorney’s office in Brooklyn, I was impressed by the

leadership’s sense of responsibility repeatedly to

* initiate federal civil-rights criminal cases, even when

FBI/ OOJ



j

conviction seemed quite chancy, out of an'awareness
! of the importance of avoiding the appearance of

Establishment complicity in official racial oppres-
sion—and these prosecutors were conservative Re-
publican appointees.

Third, and somewhat paradoxically, the weakness
of local political organizations tempts law-enforce-
ment leaders to pursue their own images in media
reflections, undermining their agencies' professional-

ism. Where strong political organizations control the
routes to higher office, they also block the.narcissistic

antics to which we have become accustomed. When
L.A.'s top cop and prosecutor insist that we examine
their personalities by issuing histrionic, divisive

statements and incompetently managing cases, there
is no political organization to be embarrassed.
The embarrassment is left for the community as a

whole to suffer.. In other communities, a “bad apple"
resolution, in which the miscreants are prosecuted as

deviant cases, might work. In Los Angeles, the only
possibility for effectively expressing indignation

about such thuggery of our- police as that in the King
case, indeed the only way for us to avoid complicity

in it, is for the public to insist that the chief resign.
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LLEWELLYN H. ROCKWELL

It’s Safe Streets

,

Versus

Urban Terror
In the ’50s, rampant crime

didn’t exist because offenders

feared what the police would do.

I
f you offer a small boy one candy bar
now or 10 tomorrow, he’ll grab the one.

That’s because children have what econo-
mists call a “high time preference.” They
want it, and they want it now. The future is

a haze.

r
The punishing of children must take this

into account. One good whack on the
bottom can have an effect. A threat about
no TV all next year will not.

As we grow older, this changes. We care
more, and think more, about the future. In
fact, this is the very process of maturation.
We plan, save, invest and put off today's
gratification until tomorrow.
But street criminals, as economist Mur-

ray N. Rothbard points out, have the time
preference of depraved infants. The pros-
pect of a jail sentence 12 months from now
has virtually no effect,

As recently as the 1950s—when street
crime was not rampant in America—the
police always operated on this principle:

No matter the vagaries of the court
system, a-mugger or rapist knew he faced a
trouncing—proportionate to the offense
and the offender— inthe back of the paddy
wagon, and maybe even a repeat per-
formance at the station house. As a result,

criminals were terrified of the cops, and
. our streets were safe.

Today's criminals know that they prob-
ably won't be convicted, and that if the are,

they face a short sentence—someday. The
result is city terrorism, though we are
sel.dom shown videos of old people being
mugged, women being raped, gangs shoot-

LOS ANGELES TIMES
SUN, MARCH 10, 1991
QPINION SECTION, PAGE £

IT'S SAFE STREETS VERSL
' URBAN TERROR
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ing drivers at random or store clerks
having their throats slit.

What we do see, over and over again, is

the tape of some Los Angeles-area cops
giving the what-for to an ex-con. It is not a
pleasant sight, of course; neither is cancer
surgery.

,
Did they hit him too many times? Sure,

;

but that's not the issue: It's safe streets

* versus urban terror, and why we have
moved from one to the other.

Liberals talk about banning guns. As a

f
libertarian, I can't agree. I am, however,

“ beginning to wonder about video cameras.

I Llewellyn H. Rockwell Jr. is president of

\
the Ludwig von Mises Institute

, an econom-
ics think tank in Auburn, Ala.

'Today’s criminals know they

probably won’t be convicted. If

the are, they face a short

sentence—someday.’
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protest

beatina of

Rodney King
JBy Janice Luder
Staff Writer

LOS ANGELES — An angry
crowd of about 300 primarily
black protesters gathered out-

side the Los Angeles Police De-
* partment headquarters Saturday
' for a round of speeches, marches
and shared stories of racial in-

dignities in support of Altadena

„ resident Rodney G. King.
The treatment of King, a

j 25-year-old unemployed con-
struction worker from Altadena,

' at the hands of Los Angeles po-

. lice March 3 has sparked out-

f
rage nationwide,

f In a home videotape filmed
tfrom a nearby apartment balco-

* ny that has stunned the nation,

'-King is shown handcuffed and
* prone while police officers beat,
fc club, kick and torture him with
an electric stun gun. The beating

^followed a freeway pursuit by
r
California Highway Patrol offi-

cers.
* - King sustained a broken leg,

f broken eye. socket, shin fracture,

damaged facial nerves, broken

^cheek and a dozen burn’ marks
jfk>m the stun gun.

f On Friday, the District Attor-

ney’s Office said it will consult
ihe Los Angeles Grand Jury in

seeking an indictment against

, the police responsible for King’s
^injuries.

A number of demands
will be made, and I

think It’s important to

move forward with ;

them now, because of

the strong feelings

that surround (the

beating). — :

:
Ralph Poole

King's Villages tenants organization-

(Indicate page, name ol

newspaper, city and state.)

P. A 1

Star-News
Pasadena, California

Edition:
3/10/91
Sunday

j

Title: 300 PROTEST BEATING
OF RODNEY KING

CIVIL RIGHTS
80-33B

Character:

or

Classification:

Submitting Office: Los Angeles

Indaxtagt.

SEARCHED.

SBUU&SL
INDEXED.

FILED.

MAR 2 0 1991

FBI — LOS ANGELES

Darryl Gate's.

"I hope today marks the begin-

ning of the end for Gates,” said

Clay Tee White, treasurer of the

Los Angeles chapter of the
NAACP.
The half-day protest was spon-

j
sored by the Altadena, Los Ange;
les and San Fernando Valley
branches of the NAACP and by
the Los Angeles and Pasadena

Participants in Saturday’s pr6-
r^ociriont of tho

test said they are moving quick- . .1^ J^
te
XTi’

ly to push for police reforms Altadena NAACP, said more

while the outpouring of revul- than three bus loads of protest-

sion for the incident is strong. ®rs met m
.

Altadena early Satur-

“A number of demands will be day morning to travel together

made, and I think it’s important to the police headquarters at

to move forward with 'them now,
j

Parker Center in downtown Los

because of the strong feelings
j ,g,

s. ...... .

that surround (the beating)/’ ^J'We want to let the country

Pasadena resident Ralph Poole know we re not going to take it

said. Poole is a member of the Stewart said.

Black Males Forum and chair; The LA?5 has lost its per-

man of Pasadena’s Kings Villag- spective. It feels; its job is to

es Tenants Union Organization, persecute minorities. I hope tins

The most vehement demand will he the beginning of a

voiced among Saturday’s partici- groundswell of all people of good

pants was the immediate remov- will who will join with us to

Id of Los Angeles Police Chief fight that,” Stewart said.

Homemade signs, many bear-
' ing color photographs of black

men and women in militmymii-
!form or black'®err with cuts and
bruises,' revealed the anger and
frustration of the protesters,

r
,
“Wanted by LAPD — Minori-

ties, 12 Years and up, for Death,
tread one sign. ‘To Serve, Protect

and Break a Brother’s Neck”
was painted on another. ...

t I

ret/ooj



Leon Jackson of'Los Angeles,
carrying a placard, said he was

;

incensed at King’s treatment,
“You don’t even see this kind of
thing happening in South Afri-

ca,” he said.

As marchers traveled up and
down Los Angeles Street in front
of police headquarters, one pro-

tester rolled along in his wheel-
*jfc|ur, chanting through a porta-

ble microphone, “Stop Gates’
goons!”
On a nearby grassy knoll, two

white protesters from Orange
County waved signs but Stood
slightly back from the crowd.

“I wonder why you don’t see
mapy whites here,” said Clark
Thompson, a student at Fuller-

ton College. “Maybe they’re
afraid to come down.”
A few police stood on the pe-

rimeters of the crowd, while oth-

ers gathered just inside the

headquarters, grimly watching
through the locked glass doors.

Lydia Femandez-Palmer,
exec-

utive director of the Pasadena-
based El Centro De Accion So-

cial Inc., a social services agen-

cy, said she was troubled by
Gates’ definition of the police

brutality as “human failure.”

“Almost any crime could be
excused as human failure.’ In

this situation, I think it is all

being sanitized because the men

doing It weire Wearing uni-,

forms,” Femandez-Palmer said.

Stewart and Palmer were

among the Pasadena representa-

tives participating in the half-

day event. Others included Shir-

ley Adams, director of the Pasa-

dena Urban League and William

Broadous, pastor of Calvary Bap-

tist Church in Pasadena.





~ Jon Alcorn / Star-Nows
Flood Gates: A protester carries a sign against L.A. Police
Chief Daryl Gates at demonstration Saturday.

. ..
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Majority Says Police

Brutality Is Common
4
ByTEDROHRLICH

i TjMES STAFF WRITER _ .
_,,• .

i '
a
*

^ VLos Angeles residents over-

t
whelmingly believe that police

’‘used excessive force in arresting

r
Rodney G. King and that instances:

I of police brutality are common-,

;
place, a Los Angeles Times Poll_

; has found.
!

.

" '

" Nearly two-thirds of those
{polled, including a majority -of An-
jlos, said they believe incidents of
< brutality by Los Angeles police are

^common, with 28% saying such
-incidents are very common.
*

- One out of four of those surveyed
said that in

-

the last five years they
{ had personally seen or. been in-

5 volved in an incident in which a
’Los Angeles^ Police Department
1

officer used excessive-force. One of
- * three blacks said they had seen or
been a party to such an incident.

* The poll found widespread belief"

among Anglos, blacks and Latinos
that King was beaten because he
was black and that police generally

are tougher on blacks and Latinos
than they are on Anglos.

Los Angeles Police Chief Daryl.

F. Gates has apologized for the
beating of King, calling it an ‘'aber-

ration.*' The incident last week
prompted scattered calls for the

* chief's resignation by some civil

* .rights and community activists.

* More than half of those polled

J
said that they disapprove in.gener-

lal of the way that Gates is handling

ihis job. But only one of eight

[residents believe that the chief

t should resign immediately over the
[.beating, of King, which was video

-

;
taped by an onlooker.

j
The poll found extremely strong

{.sentiment in favor of setting up a

(civilian board to review alleged

{•.cases of misconduct by Police De-

partment officers. Three out of four

city residents 'said they favored
such a board.

While the poll found that three

of four Los Angeles-residents have
confidence in the ability of the
police lo protect them from crime,

it also found substantial distrust of

~ the department.— w : _

Asked, “When 'll comes to being
‘

honest, what is your impression of

the. Los Angeles Police Depart-
ment?” 50% of respondents said

they had an unfavorable impres-

*j
sion and 44% had a favorable

[impression. .

‘
' '

r This expression of distrust was

[
higher than the -38% recorded in

{1979 when The Times Poll asked
'the same question after a con-
1 troversial incident in ‘which police

* shot to death a black woman, .Eulia

J
Love, outside her house.

r

. Eighty-six percent of those sur-

i

veyed in last week's poll said they
- had seen the often-televised vid-

[
eotape, -which shows King being

THE TIMES

POLL
repeatedly kicked and, clubbed

f(
.more than 50 times by uniformed

^officers.

\
The beating occurred after po-

l lice said King had led them on a

j

high-speed chase that ended with
him refusing to leave his car.

. Police said that when King
\
emerged they 'thought he might

£ have a weapon.

f King, however, has said that he

}
pulled his car over as soon as police

i requested and that his manner was ,

£ cooperative.

^
Asked whether they believed

King's version or the police's, re-

t spondents favored King's by a
remargin of 52% to 15%. The rest
F-were unsure.
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Blacks were most distrustful of

the police account, declaring belief

in King's version by a margin of

78% to 2%.
Whether they believed King re-

sisted arrest or not, an overwhelm-

ing majority of those polled—

92%—believed police ..used “too

much” force against King.

, Even 89% of those who believe

King resisted arrest said officers

_used excessive force.

The poll was taken by telephone

Thursday and Friday nights, as

officials were reacting to the inci-

dent.

On Thursday, Gates told a news
conference that he was asking the

district attorney's office to file

felony charges against three of the

15 officers at the scene, and
planned to administratively disci-

pline the sergeant who was present

and to discipline as many as 11

other officers.

On Friday, the district attorney's

office announced that it would take

the case before the county grand

jury Monday and that more than

three officers might be criminally

charged.
,

Despite moves to prosecute
those responsible, the poll found
that only 28% said they were very
confident that “justice will end up
being done.” Another 30% were
somewhat confident; 23% were
somewhat doubtful and 14% very
doubtful. The rest were not sure.

In their assessment of how com-
mon police brutality is, 63% of all

surveyed said it was common, with

28% saying it was “very common”
‘and35% “fairly common.”



* Among Anglos, 19% said it was
;
very common and 39% fairly com-
mon.

* Among Latinos, 33% said it was
; very common and 27% fairly com-*

mon.
Among blacks, 44% said brutali-

ty is very common and 36% fairly
' common.

A plurality of those surveyed
said they believe that the problem
of Los Angeles police officers
striking suspects because they
think the suspects will not be dealt

,
with appropriately by the courts is

increasing.

Forty-seven percent said such
incidents of “street justice'* have
increased over the last 10 years.

By contrast, only 3% of Los

Angeles officers polled by The
Times last summer said street jus-

- tice had increased; 67% said it had

decreased.

Despite the evident gulf between

citizens and police on perceptions

of police brutality and honesty,

residents still have considerable

confidence in their Police Depart-

ment's ability to protect them from

crime and help them in other ways.

Overall, 54% of those surveyed

reported some confidence, and an

additional 22% reported “a lot" of

* confidence that police will protect

them from crime.

Amajority of Latinos and An-
glos and a plurality of blacks

reported a somewhat or very fa-

vorable impression of the Police

Department “when it comes to

„ holding down crime." Among all

[
respondents, 39% reported a some-

what favorable impression and
13% a very favorable impression of

the department's crime-fighting

ability.

Moreover, 44% reported a some-

what favorable impression of the

- police “when it comes to helping

citizens." An additional 15% said

they had a very favorable impres-

sion.

But in response to the compre-
hensive question, “Do you approve

or disapprove of the way the Los

Angeles Police Department is do-

ing its job?" city residents were
nearly evenly split, with 46% say-

ing they approved and 47% report-

ing that they disapproved.

T his represented a nose-dive

from a measurement taken in

1988, when The Times Poll found

that 74% of city residents ap-

proved of the job the department
was doing.

In last week's poll, Anglos were
evenly divided on the department's

performance. Latinos approved by
a margin of 51% to 41%. Blacks

disapproved by a margin of nearly

3 to 1.

Gates' approval rating has also

plummeted.
Thirty- three percent said they

GATES UNDER FIRE

Several hundred people rally at

Parker Center to demand Daryl
F. Gates' resignation. B1

approved of the job the chief was
doing. Fifty-five percent said they

disapproved.

Approval was highest among
Anglos—with 36% pleased with

the chief—and lowest among
blacks, with 23% endorsing his

performance.

By contrast, the 1988 Times Poll

found that 61% of city residents,

including a majority of blacks,

approved of the job Gates was
doing.

H owever, there is minimal sup-

port for his immediate resig-

nation, favored by 13% of those

polled last week; and only moder-
ate support, an additional 27%, for

his resignation if an investigation

proves there was wrongdoing by
police. Slightly less than half of

those polled said he should not

resign.

Mayor Tom Bradley appears to

have weathered the King incident

unscathed, with 61% of city resi-

dents approving of the way he is

doing his job.

The Times Poll is directed by
John Brennan. In conducting this

poll, The Times interviewed 718

residents in the city of Los Angel-
es.

The overall margin of error is

plus or minus 4 percentage points.

The margin for subgroups is high-

er. For Anglos, the margin is plus

or minus 6 points; for blacks it is

plus or minus 8 points. For Latinos,

the margin is plus or minus 9

points.

Assistant Times poll director Susan

Pinkus contributed to this story.



£0-350 (Rev. 5-8-81)

(Indicate page, name of

newspaper, city and state.)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

: COLUMN LEFT/

j;
CAROL A. WATSON

! Complaints

j

Meet a Wall

i of Silence
1 The only unique thing about

Kirig’s beating is the fact that it

;
was captured on videotape.

The clubbing and use of a Taser stun gun
on a man lying helpless on the ground

|
by Los Angeles police officers was prompt -

1 ly characterized by Chief Daryl P. Gates as

j

an aberration.

f But this atrocity is unique only in that it

was-captured on videotape. It is an aberra-
J

tion pnly in the sense that at least three of
1

the 12 officers face criminal prosecution.

- The truth is that any person who tries to

l evade officers is more likely than not to be

;
beaten, shot or mauled by police dogs.

• Typically, he will then have to defend

! himself against charges of assaulting an

i officer, commonly referred to as “cover

[
charges,” based on a falsified police report,

j
The chief’s claim that this kind of

j conduct is unusual is the height of hypocri-

j sy. It is well-known in law-enforcement

\

circles that the end of a chase is one of the

> occasions when officers have a propensity

[to
(

use excessive force, although in Los

;
Angeles County it is routine behavior,

;

whether or not there has been a pursuit.

! Any conscientious police administrator
* knows from numerous sources that unnec-

,
essary police violence is commonplace and

*

increasing.

City Council members approve settle-

ments and pay judgments arising, out of

lawsuits over police beatings, but they

rareiy raise a whimper about the huge
expenditures of taxpayer money that could

ha^e been avoided if they had performed
their oversight duties properly.

Written claims required in the filing of a

lawsuit against a public employee are also

available, as are citizen complaints against

polite officers. But there is little or no
effort to use these resources to monitor

police performance.

Karol Heppe, executive director of the

Police Misconduct Lawyer Referral Ser-

vice, reports a dramatic increase in com-
plaints against law-enforcement officers

that the organization received in 1990. Of
2,6&4 received last year, 616 were com-
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plaints against Los Angeles police officers,

including eight assigned to the Foothill
“'Division, where King’s alleged attackers
were stationed. According to Heppe, in the
first two months of 1991, the organization
has received 531 complaints, of which 127
were against LOs Angeles police officers,

seven of whom were assigned t6 * the

jfoothill Division. '

1

i^The failure to discipline officers engaged
run-violence, or who are dishonest about
^Violence, and the refusal of prosecutors to

:

Jjt.is clear that the officers who
»4>eat Rodney Glenn King felt no

e,ir;T threat of exposure.’

''fail .

j
charges against such officers allow

i
rpTs^reants to be secure in the knowledge

-^h^t no penalty will imposed on one who
. beats a person who may have committed a
^Cfizpe or who may have been less submis-
^v/e than officers desire.

~ The code of silence, adhered to by any
l: officer who intends to remain on the job,

provides a virtually impenetrable layer of
^protection for violence-prone officers. It is

lilcl^r that the officers who beat Rodney
ilKRenn King felt no threat of exposure from
?41ie.jaiders and abettors who stood by and
^watched. And it is highly unlikely that the
-^TQdkie officer would have engaged in such
brutal behavior if his training officer had

oindt^ implicitly shown, approval by his

n silence. Such conduct perpetuates the cor-
ii xuption that undermines public confidence
Jiiinlaw enforcement.

tv; To cut his political losses. Gates an-
jiejlbunced that he will recommend prosecu-
tion of three of the officers. The public *. *

i /\ *sl5&| /doj
hsfhquld recognize this as an attempt LfV - ( H)



*a&ke the issue vanish while giving the
pluhpTession that someone is minding the
^stoce. He used the same tactic to defuse the

_ outcry that followed the Dalton Street

I
incident, in which officers trashed two
§5jJth-Central Los Angeles apartment
buildings, by offering up a few sacrificial

lambs for prosecution' on misdemeanor
vandalism charges while ignoring the
cheatings that took place and the crimes of
''the 'more than 70 other officers who were
Jhtfolved.

* ,uljaryl Gates is unfit to lead the Los
Angeles Police Department. His initial

'equivocation in the beating of King and his

’attempts to justify* it by accusing King of
*beihg intoxicated demonstrate his lack of

^professional standards.- But this is merely
in a series of events that should have

4ecL,to his ouster. Previous statements by
-Gates—racist, violent and militaristic—set
v.the tone for his troops. At best, he is an
jenjfbarrassment,* at worst, a menace and
jthrpat to the safety of the community.
? //The public should demand a special

prosecutor to investigate and prosecute
police crimes and should demand an end to
the secrecy that shrouds the records
showing police misconduct.
As tragic as the treatment of King was, it

would be an even greater tragedy if the
public were deceived into believing that
his treatment at .the hands of LAPD
officers was an isolated incident.

Carol A. Watson is president of the Los
^Angeles Chapter of the National Lawyers
Uuiid and a member of the board of directors

of ,the Police Misconduct Lawyer Referral
• Sefiice.
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Protesters

.Demand That

Gates Resign ,

Police: Angered at the ' v.

„
beating ofa black motorist,

' demonstrators at Parker

Center vow to rally each

weekend until the head of the

LAPD steps down.

By SHERYL STOLBERO
TIMES STAFF WRITER

V owing to demonstrate each

weekend until they force Los

Angeles Police Chief Daryl F.

Gates to resign, several hun-
* dred protesters converged on the Police

Departments downtown headquarters

Saturday -morning in an outpouring of

anger over the beating of a black

motorist by white officers.

“Now it’s Daryl Gates against the

people/* declared Rep. Maxine Waters

(D-Los Angeles) ,
as the crowd gathered

around her cheered. “We’ll see who
steps down.”

Organized by chapters of the National

Assn, for the Advancement of Colored

, People and the Urban League, the

protest drew calls not only for Gates to

step down, b.ut also for the dismissal of

; all 15 police officers who were at the

scene of the beating and for changes in

- the way the department handles brutali-

ty cases.

Some changes may already be on the

way: State Sen. Diane Watson (D-Los

Angeles) announced Saturday that she

has introduced legislation that would

require police officers to intervene when
they witness acts of brutality by other

officers, and to report such acts to their

superiors.

Meanwhile, Waters said members of

the Congressional Black Caucus plan to

meet with FBI Director William S.

Sessions on Tuesday to discuss the

beating, and intend to hold hearings in

Los Angeles at a later date.
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S aturday’s rally, which drew a prima-
rily African-American crowd, was

peaceful. Speaker after speaker exhort-
ed the throng not to let up the pressure
on the chief. They asserted’ that the
beating of Altadena resident Rodney G.

King, who was struck more than 50
•times with batons while an amateur
photographer captured the scene on
videotape, was not an aberration, as

- Gates has said.

“This is not an isolated incident!”

thundered Jose De Sosa, the rally’s

organizer and president' of the San
Fernando Valley chapter of the NAACP.
“This is the type of - thing, that occurs

f
tmder the cover of darkness throughout

: our city.”
‘

*
.
The protesters picketed Parker Cen-

terTor more than three hours, chanting
*

“Gates must go! Gates must go!” and
waving signs. “To serve and protect, and
break a brother’s neck,” read one. “Be-
ware of LA’s rabid police dogs. Lock ’em
up,” read another.

A young black USC student com-
plained he cannot walk to class without
being harassed by Los Angeles police.

“They made me late for school,” said

„
22-year-old Dwayne Washington. “It

4
was totally ridiculous and totally uncal-
led for.” _

A lawyer for the American Civil

Liberties Union gathered signatures on a
petition calling for Gates’ ouster. “He



needs to know that the community has

lost confidence in his leadership,” said

Mike Subit, who is white.

A Culver City mother brought photo-

graphs of her 22-year-old son, who she

said was beaten severely by police when
he was 17. The photographs showed the

.

boy's face, swollen and bruised. The
woman, Barbara Beasley, who is black,

complained that an all-white jury in .

Santa Monica refused to hold the officers

liable for civil damages.
Many agreed with John Mance, a

member of the NAACP’s national board,

when he said that, despite .Gates’ insist-

ence that the beating was not racially

motivated, it looked to him like “a

lynching.” Another' NAACP activist,

Tony Stewart, said' soberly that she and
her colleagues could not help but think

that minorities bear the brunt of police

misconduct.

^Zooming from slave grandparents,

V-^and knowing that the treatment

is still going on, we realize that we are

still hurting,” said Stewart, president of

the NAACP chapter in Altadena. “Every
time I say the pledge of allegiance to the

United States, I hurt. I hurt every time I

have to say ‘One nation under God, With
-liberty and justice for all.’ That’s a lie!”

As the protesters marched and spoke,

a similar—albeit much smaller—demon-
stration was going on at the Police

Department’s Foothill Division in the

San Fernando Valley, where the officers

involved in last Sunday’s Incident are

stationed. About 20 people attended that

demonstration^;

Among them was Sabrina Norman, a

nurse who lives in the Wilshire district.

“They are not the kind of gentlemen we
want patrolling the streets,” she said of

the officers involved. “They are legal

criminals.”

The videotaped images of three police

officers hitting King repeatedly with

their batons while 12 other, officers

watched have sparked an outcry over

police misconduct in LoS Angeles. On
Monday, the district attorney’s Office

will begin presenting evidence to a

.grand jury in an attempt to .seek indict-

ments of some of the officers.

. While Gates has recommended that

three officers be prosecuted, the county

grand jury may go beyond the chief’s

recommendation. According to Sandi

-Gibbons, a spokeswoman for the district

attorney office, an investigation showed
that more than just three officers could

be prosecuted, although she would not

say how many.
Many at Saturday’s protest com-

plained thatUates’ recommendations did

not go far enough. .But despite their calls

for him to resign, the chief—who could

not be reached for comment Saturday—
has said he will stay on.

. **I will never leave when there 'is

controversy,-” he said last week. “I will

leave when I choose to leave.”
^

Times staff writers Jack Cheevers and

John L. Mitchell contributed to this story.
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Gates insists

he will stay,

rebuild LAPD
By The Associated Press

Los Angeles Police

Chief Daryl F. Gates has
’

taped a video in which he

vows to punish all officers

involved in the relentless

beating of a black motorist

and assures that his faith

in the Police Department
* remains unshaken.

Gates made his com-
ments on a 15-minute vid-

eotape first shown to offi-

cers during roll calls

Friday. The tape will be
shown to the entire de-

partment.

On his video, Gates said

he would not step down.
“It’d be easy for me to

pack up and go away,” he
said, “But I didn't put 42

years into this job to see it

blow up in smoke. I’m not

going to resign. I’m going

to be here to make sure

that what I say is done.”

State and federal au-

thorities launched investi-

gations into the beating.

1
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Police chjef says

beating shattered

LAPD’s imaae
By Rose Ana Berbeo
Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Chief Daryl F. Gates has
taped a video in which he vows to punish all

•officers involved in the relentless beating of a
black motorist and assures that his faith in the
Police Department remains unshaken.
“We’ve been the model, the LAPD,” he said.

“‘Those thoughtless officers, in those couple of

minutes, destroyed that image and it’s going to

'take us a long time to rebuild that image.” _

Gates made his comments on a 15-minute video- d
tape first shown to officers during roll calls Fri- 2f

v
iL

^

day. The tape will be shown to the entire depart-
jj^aMile^to

1

!

On March 3, plumber George Holliday stuck his

new camcorder out the window of his Lake View ' *

Terrace apartment .and videotaped the beating of

Rodney Glen King after a traffic stop.
Jke]) ifl^arKlsI

The tape of King’s beating has been broadcast 'acting out.of li

repeatedly nationwide. It shows King,- 25, beiiig ]
We protect <

^clubbed more than 50 times and kicked seven getting into; trc

(times by uniformed officers. his video, ‘tHo1

• Thousands of angry calls have flooded the Police Sergeant" dan .j

Department and Mayor Tom Bradley’s office. On Mid takethe ai

Saturday, more than 300 people protested outside keep ‘them fout'

police headquarters downtown and demanded hot understand
Gates’ ouster. •

s, '.Tve said tht

On his video, Gates said he would not step down. Essential, that 3!

i “It’d be easy for me to pack up and go away,” he ija this ‘city s ':-v

said. “But I didn’t put 42 years into this job to see for this, law. A
=it blow up in smoke. I’m not going to resign. I’m that you will oi

.going to be here to make sure that what I say is mat is'hecessai
done.”

. i. “People look
- In his message to the force Gates spoke gravely, protection, .feej
.almost reproachfully, into the camera. " that service. T1

“With those two minutes of videotape . . „ two jtau for h heath

|iinutes that will go do'wn in in- i3?"SIhmin the history of this de- fig ” gS
partaient,” Gates said, “the work £ ft in a nice
^Ujp^audsofjjeople.jwhohaye ablefashiOh^n:

|ut their very best efforts for- rGatestoM h?<ward to make this department ibrih? of mi
file veiy best in the world -f
fiiose have-shattered that image. ^Peon?e°wan
l“Perfs not a

-
maP ,or,womah

flifefr metehbS& this department that-does not a coS' fe
feel betrayed. We’re going to ^“

itprosecute three • of the officers

fold discipline all of the officers •>’ - *
who were involved.. .It is abso-

=•

pitely .essential'that we,-do it” t
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State1 and federal authorities
have Punched investigations; in-

. fo.x the beating;-and ' the/mayor
scrambled to calm the.gity^foid

, ‘salvage its reputation, " w
, I Gates said King’s beating - is

f
file second time in recent history
mat -a superior *officer. fadedfo)

- -dep :ih;‘^and stop o®cra^mS)m
;
-acting oiit.of line. E

rftWe protect one another from
getting into; trouble,” he:said ih
his video, ‘!How in. the- world a

: Sergeant" can .pbt stepTqrwar'd
.
and take the action necessary tp

: Ifeepfnem juitof trouble, I can-
. not understand. - i

-j, '.Tve said find it is absolutely
Essential, thatyp.u police officers
ih this ‘city » mdiave -arreverence,
for the, law. And the Jaw says
that ypu will only use that force
mat is- necessary. ,.i

i. “People look,. to you-«for that
protection, they look.to you for
feat service. They don’t look to

i you for a betting, j
*

1 “There are, going to be situa-
tions :» £. Where you ha^b-fo use
force,” Gates said. “Use it, but
ijse it in a necessary and reason-
able fashitm and 6nl$rfe-THa?/’'
i Gates told his officers fee ma-
jority of city resident8'“like you.
They support you.
—iiPeople want to see.:you in
their -neighborhood. "'It 'gives
feem a good feeling. I’m not so
sure it gives them a good feeling
right now and what a shame
feat is.’’,., ; t-’ i s‘~ .

i 6n Sunday,-petitions were cir-

culated on Venice Beach- and in

foe First Afri^Methodlst'Epis-

"

copal Church demanding Gates’
ifesignation. ' X ...

: "

j
City Council candidate Kermit

Maddox told the AME congrega-
fipn ‘.‘the time is now for ac-
tion.” •;

i “Let me tell you, this Is "not
Mississippi 1955. This 'is" foot
South Africa;- We’re not- slaves’;

We’re tired..of this treatment”,

.

{ Ninety-two percent of 718;.cily

residents polled by the Los Ange-
fes Times Thursday and Friday.
^41pol^nised;.tpo much force

‘In King’s beating.'- ' ,’

^ Among those polled, blacks
?were most distrustful of the po-
:

<liee version of the beating,
,'which is -that King refused to

leave his car after leading police

Jon a high-speed chase. Blacks
••said 78 percent to 2 percent that
ithey believed King’s account —
.-.that he* pulled .over as soon as
•Jpolice- requested. •

:
-

S Of. those polled, 63 percent

said police brutality was com-
mon, 28 percent said it was very
common and 35 percent said it

was fairly common.
Asked whether they approved

-how the police department was
doing its job, 46 percent of those

polled approved and 47 percent
' disapproved.

More than half of those polled

psaid they disapproved of how
JGates is handling his job:'

-

* fbi/ooj



Chief Daryl Gates
‘We’ve been the model'

We’re to prosecute three of the officers and

discipline all of the officers who were involved.

It is absolutely essential that we do it.

'7 -- Daryl F. Gates

% .Los Angeles police chief
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Police Commission
once again asked tq

restore

\

By Howard S. Gantman
COPLEY NEWS SERVICE

With the Los Angeles Police
Department’s reputation devas-
tated by the brutal beating of a
black motorist at the hands of

* white officers, a civilian review
; board has been charged with

the responsibility of ferreting
out patterns of racism and bru-
tality and restoring public con-
fidence in the force.

, ^

Although the Police Commis-
sion has been relatively passive
in its oversight of the depart-

* ment in recent years, its role in

controversial matters is not for-
* eign.

Often at odds with Police

f
Chief Daryl Gates, the panel in

' the past has ordered an end to
t the use of chokeholds to subdue

\
suspects — an issue that got
the chief in trouble when he

3 said blacks reacted differently

l to the chokeholds than “normal
people.” -

INADPITIONI 1
Law enforcement analysts
claim many high-profile po-

lice pursuits end in assault

and even death./A3

Chief Daryl F. Gates video-

tapes a message for police

department officers./A3 :

The panel also laid down new
rules limiting police use of guns
in the wake of the Eulia Lfiv£
shooting in 1979 and ordefjwt
the abolishment of the Public
Disorder Intelligence Division,

a

Now in an effort to ease^pub-
lic concerns about the savage
pummeling last week of Rodney
G. King, Mayor Tom Bradley
has directed the commission to

,

carry out the wide-ranging investigation

and recommend any needed changes.
* “We have agreed it is clear that we
need to take quick and immediate ac-
tion to reassure our residents that our
Police Department is there to prbtect
and to serve everyone equally,” Bradley
told the panel.

“With your leadership, I am confident
we can restore the luster to our Police
Department’s badge of honor.”

Dan ‘ Garcia, an influential lobbyist
and civil rights attorney appointed by'
Bradley to the panel last November,
said the commission’s staff was asked

* Friday morning to begin a comprehen-
sive analysis of racial factors in lawsuits

f
and abuse complaints over the past de-
cade.

As a result of the recent beating,
Gates has recommended the three offi-

cers accused of clubbing and kicking
King while he hunched to the ground
should be charged with assault and the
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chosen to take the matter to the Los
Angeles County grand jury beginning to-

day, a procedure that could speed the
ultimate criminal proceedings and also

could result in criminal charges against

the others for aiding and abetting.
' Garcia said the panel would review

“as much information as anybody would
want to see if there is a pattern” the
lawsuits, complaints and disciplinary

problems.

“We also will examine if there are any
institutionalized reforms needed to de-

velop a. system that gets rid of the bad
apples;” Garcia said.

A full report ready for commission
action and public hearings should be
available by early April, Garcia predict-

ed.

In a related development, Garcia said

he and fellow commissioner Melanie Lo-
max plan to attend a hearing Tuesday
by the City Council’s Public Safety
Committee into the police policies on
excessive' force and the adequacy of

training programs to prevent brutality.

Coincidentally, the City Attorney’s

Office released a report Friday that

showed the legal cost of Los Angeles

police abuse cases has escalated dramat-

ically since 1972.

The city paid out at least $553,340 in

other 12 at the scene face disciplinary

-actions for failing to stop it.

.But the District Attorney’s Office hag-



settlements, jury verdicts end court or-
ders against the department in 1972;
$2,652,455 in 1982; and a record
$8,069,431 in 1990, according to the city
attorney’s report. It does not include
some major recent cases on appeal.

City Councilman Zev Yaroslavsky,
chairman of the Budget and Finance
Committee, also has begun a review of
the lawsuits, which he believed would
show that a preponderance of victims
were black or other minorities.
“What is troubling is that in many of

the cases, a disproportionate number of
people of color are in the receiving end
of this department’s violent action,”
Yaroslavsky said.

While the commission’s inquiry will
provide a public forum for much of the
anger being expressed in minority com-
munities, the move also was seen by
City Hall observers as an attempt by
Bradley to gain political advantage over
Gates.

But despite mounting public pressure
for Gates to retire, Bradley said he did
not have the power to force the chief out
of office. He refused to publicly ask
Gates to step down.
Unlike many other municipalities, the

Los Angeles police chiefs job is protect-
ed by civil service regulations, which
have helped Gates withstand many ear-

lier controversies. He is one of the lon-
gest-serving chiefs of any major city ;in
the country; his 13th anniversary aa«the
head of the LAPD is March 24.
While the city Charter gives the <$rief

the power to promote and discipline his
officers, Gates must answer to the Com-
mission, which has final authority'dver
most law enforcement policy matters.
The panel, whose five members are ap-
pointed by the mayor and confirmed by
the council, has had stormy dealings
with Gates and some of his predecessors,
including former chief Ed Davis.

' £
But since the mid-1980s, as gangs and

drugs proliferated, the commission hns
worked much more cooperatively 'with
Gates, seeking to stem the growing’tide
of street violence. -

Displeased with commission members
who had refrained from criticizing the
chief, Bradley replaced Commission
President Robert Talcott and member
Steven Yslas with two dose political
supporters: Garcia and Lomax, a fohner
legal counsel for the NAACP. *

In what was seen last fall as a move
by Bradley to try to pressure Gates from
office, the mayor directed the new Ap-
pointees to make the commission an
“active, progressive” board of overseers
and return control of the department,jto
the civilian commission. .. 4
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Considered

by GrandJury
Police: The county panel

watches the videotape. At least

three witnesses testify, including

a Highway Patrol officer

involved in the pursuit.

By TRACY WOOD
and SHERYL STOLBERG
TIMES STAFF WRITERS

With a crush of reporters and TV
cameras gathered outside closed doors, the

Los Angeles County grand jury Monday
began hearing testimony about the contro-

versial police beating of an Altadena man.
The 23-member citizens panel, which

. may hand down indictments by the end of

this week, heard testimony for about two
hours Monday afternoon. There were at

least three witnesses: George Holliday, the

amateur photographer who videotaped the

beating; Josie Morales, a neighbor who
witnessed it, and Melanie Singer, a Cali-

fornia Highway Patrol officer who was
involved in the original pursuit of motorist

Rodney G. King early March 3.

Holliday—who like the others was ush-
ered through a rear door to avoid report-

ers—said he also saw a second officer

waiting to testify. Holliday said he was the

first to give his account. He said his

testimony included answering questions

from a prosecutor and grand jury members
and lasted about 30 minutes.

“It was real quick,” he said.

According to authorities, King was
pulled over after a chase that reached in

excess of 100 m.p.h. on the Foothill Free-
way. Los Angeles police became involved

after King drove his car onto surface

streets. Authorities have said that at that

point, King was driving up to 80 m.p.h. and
running red lights.

“ Law enforcement officials who have
heard police radio communications of the

chase said King was traveling at a 'top
speed of 65 m.p.h on the surface streets and

f

that he stopped at least once at either a red
1

light or a stop sign.

TOe-BEATING CASE CONSIDERED
BY GRAND JURY
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During the next few days, prose-

cutors from the district attorney’s

office will attempt to reconstruct

the pursuit and beating, in which
King was struck between 53 and 56
times with the officers’ batons. The
incident has brought national noto-
riety to the Police Department, as

well as calls for Chief Daryl F.

Gates to resign.

Gates has recommended prose-
cution of three of 15 officers who
were at the scene when King was
beaten. District attorney’s officials,

saying they believed that more
officers could be charged, decided
to present the case to the grand
Jury instead.

By law, the grand jury conducts
its business in secret, and the
prosecutor running the proceed-
ings, Deputy Dist. Atty. Terry
White, declined comment Monday.

* Assistant Dist. Atty. Curt Live-
'

say said last week that the panel-
ists would likely begin their work
by viewing the videotape of the
beating. At 8:15 a.m. Monday, a „

television and videocassette re- .'

corder were wheeled into the
meeting room on the 13th floor of

the Los Angeles Criminal Courts
Building. Holliday said the tape
was aired during his testimony in

the afternoon.

Sources familiar with the pro-
ceedings say that prosecutors ex-
pect to call fewer than 20 witness-

es, and that King will not be among
them. According to one source,

prosecutors are not eager to have
King testify because he might
provide contradictory statements
that could damage the case when it

goes to trial

King’s lawyer, Robert Rentzer,
said he received a letter from

prosecutors telling him that King
would be excused from testimony
because of his medical condition.

King suffered a variety of inju-

ries as a result of the beating after

he was stopped by police in Lake

View Terrace in the San Fernando
Valley. The - 25-year-old unem-
ployed construction worker, who is

on parole after serving a one-year
prison sentence for robbery, was
stunned with a dart from an elec-

tric Taser gun before being kickefi

and hit repeatedly.

King’s doctor has said prelimi-

nary tests show he may have
sustained permanent brain damage
from repeated blows to the head
and that he is suffering from con-
fusion and memory lapse. In addi-

tion, Dr. Edmund Chein said the
hopes in King’s -right eye socket
were fractured beyond repair.

A Police Department investiga-

tion into the incident showed
that three officers participated in

the beating while 12 more—in-

cluding a sergeant—watched and
did nothing.

Law enforcement officials, in-

cluding prosecutors and police,

have already said that the officers

who participated in the beating

couid face charges of assault with a
^deadly weapon, or assault “under
color of authority.” *

It is not clear whether prosecu-
tors will be able to seek indict-

ments against the officers who
watched. Sources involved in the
grand jury proceedings said those
officers may have committed fed-

eral civil rights violations. King is

black; the officers are white.

In related developments, the
American Civil Liberties Union of

Southern California—which has
FBI/ DOJ



been extremely critical of Gal

announced a “multilevel <

paign” to seek the chief’s oi

The campaign began today w
full-page paid advertisement L

Los Angeles Times under
headline, “Who Do You Call Y

the Gang Wears Blue Uniform!

The ad will appear in seven

newspapers—including Daily

riety, Los Angeles Sentinel

Jewish Journal—at a cost to

ACLU of about $65,000. It incl

a letter, calling on Gates to s

down, which readers are asked to

clip out, sign and send to the ACLU
for delivery to the chief.

“It’s an opportunity for people

who feel strongly about this to

become part of a movement to

have him resign,“ said ACLU exec-

utive director Ramona Ripston.

I
n Washington, members of the

Congressional Black Caucus an-

nounced that they plan to meet

today with FBI Director William

Sessions to “seek reassurances”

that the officers involved in the

case will be punished.

Prosecutors hope inat by
senting their case to the co

grand jury they can proceed qu

ly to trial. A law passed by Cal:

nia voters last year allows pr

cutors to bypass, prelimir

gearings—which can last weel

months—by taking their case

grand juries for indictments.

The grand jury is a citizens p

# that meets to investigate crinr

cases and recommend ways

improve county-run pror
.such as foster care and jai 1 '

Times staff writers L
and Lois Timnlck contrlbia

story.
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Unwrapping the Chiefs

Cloak ofImmunity

Los Angeles is unique in giving its.top cop
freedom from accountability to the

' public. That’s not difficult to remedy.
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By MEIR i. WESTREICH,
- R. SAMUEL PAZ and JOSEPH H. DUFF
j

O n a recent talk show, ABC
correspondent Sam Donaldson,

discussing the Los Angeles Po-
lice Department, wondered why there

appeared to be no public accountability

for the chief of police. This is indeed a
question that many city residents are

now asking.

The incidents of public figures losing

their jobs because of insensitive or

intemperate comments, or official

• wrongdoing* are well known. A base-
bail executive was fired because of

public outrage over his comments that

African-Americans “lack the necessi-

ties” to be managers and lacks the
special “buoyancy” to make them good
swimmers. A gambler was dropped
from his network job as a sports

1 commentator when a public furor re-
' suited from his suggestion that Afri-

can-Americans are better athletes be-
cause they have' been “bred” for those

characteristics. A secretary of the inte-

rior was forced out because of public

anger about his racial jokes. A judge
lost his job over making sexist remarks
about a rape victim. A President was
forced from office over spying on his

political enemies and covering up his

involvement.

Here in Los Angeles, Chief of Police

Daryl Gates has suggested that the
k anatomy of African-Americans is why

they died more frequently from police

chokeholds; that Latinos are lazier

than other people; that casual drug
/- users should be shot; that federal

immigration authorities cause the mur-

ders of police officers by failing to keep

undocumented immigrants from enter-

ing the country. He has spied on

political opponents and ridiculed feder-

al judges and juries when they found

officers guilty of civil-rights abuses.

Despite this history, the people of

i*. Los Angeles have been unable to hold

their chief of police accountable for

(
anything—not his racial slurs or racial

stereotyping; not his openly expressed

contempt for the public, juries and the

Constitution he is sworn to uphold; not

his tolerance of police abuse; not his

spying on his political enemies or the

cover-up of that espionage. Nor has he

been accountable for his provocative

and intemperate comments presented

under the guise of “free speech.”

These statements and attitudes, and

the law-enforcement philosophy they

represent, filter through the ranks and

damage public confidence in the Police

Department. Thus there appears to be

mutual contempt between many offi-

cers and members of the public, under-

mining law enforcement. Los Angeles

residents are routinely brutalized and

many minority neighborhoods feel ter-

rorized by police." Many innocent offi-

cers are tarred by those other officers

who abuse the public, and the danger
* to officers is increased by a perceived

warlike atmosphere. Taxpayers have

paid many millions of dol-

lars in legal costs, court

judgments and settlements.

In spite of these continu-

ing problems, Los Angeles
residents and their elected

^representatives are help-

less to take any corrective

action. There is no recourse

through the political .sys-

tem because of the city's

unique charter provision

that gives a chief of police

lifetime tenure and com-
plete protection from any
iorm of accountability to*

the public or constitutional

checks and balances.

Virtually no other chief law-en-
forcement officer in California or else-

where in the United States has the
' lifetime tenure that Chief Gates enjoys.

\ "Sheriffs are generally elected to terms
1

of four years. Chiefs of police are most
1 often appointed to office by the local

chief executive and/or city council, and
serve at .their discretion; they in turn

are subject to the democratic will of the

people through regular elections.

Indeed, no significant policy-making

or chief-executive official in the United

States, whether in law enforcement or

otherwise, is beyond the pale of the

democratic process—except, it seems,

the chief of police of Los Angeles.

Any solution therefore must begin

with a charter amendment that would
apply to Gates' successors. Specifically,

v
the amendment should provide for a

fixed, renewable term of office for the

. chief of police, with substantial and

, . ^ . . -^formalized public.input at the earliest

iMA-LA- 1«#¥-«!



possible stage of the selection process.
A five-year term would be sufficient

to permit implementation of a manage-
ment philosophy and to ensure that a
police chief will administer the depart-
ment in accordance with the public will
and the Constitution. Making it five
years would keep the process out of the
normal election cycle and minimize
partisan political influence.

The essence of our constitutional’
form of government is the system of
checks and balances. The power given
to an official by the people must be
equaled by the power put into checks
and balances -to protect against abuse
of that official power. A limited term of
office would restore to Los Angeles
some institutional and democratic
checks on the enormous authority
delegated to the chief of police.

Under such a charter amendment,
the people could expect a chief who is

disposed to respecting the Constitution
and the public he or she is sworn to
serve, and who would provide exem-
plary leadership to the entire Police
Department and law-enforcement
community. Equally important, the
public could then expect a chief who is

interested in providing sensitive and
thoughtful comment, and who refrains
from racially insensitive and senseless-
ly provocative “free speech.”
Such a reform would also provide

Los Angeles residents, through their
democratically elected representatives,
with the means to select a new chief of
police at the end of his or her term of
office, should the people’s will be
ignored.

Meir J. Westreich and it. Samuel Paz
are civil-rights attorneys in Los Angel-
es; Paz is a member of the Hispanic
Advisory Commission . Joseph H. Duff is

president of the Los Angeles Branch of
the National Assn . for the Advancement
of Colored People.
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[Violated

Did race play a role in the brutal
beating of Rodney King, the black
man who was stopped, then fero-
ciously clubbed and savagely kicked
by a group of white police officers

following a chase prompted by a
traffic violation?

In the wake of the shocking beat-
ing, which was videotaped by an

.
amateur cameraman and broadcast
nationally—and other recent inci-

dents involving black athletes—

a

growing,number of civil rights lead-
ers are accusing the LAPD of a
pattern of disparate treatment against
•minorities. Those charges, of course,-

must be investigated fully.

. Los Angeles Police Chief Daryl
Gates has said the department can
turn up absolutely no racial evidence
in the case of King, except for the fact

* that the 15. officers were white and
the suspect was black. No racial

epithets were recorded, according to
Gates, and the yictim'has said he

l didn’t believe the beating was racially

motivated.'

The .jury is out, so to speak, on
whether there was some racial moti-
vation in the King beating. But it’s

important to remember that a beating
doesn’t have to be racial to violate

civil rights. If a white person believed
officers used excessive force against
him, he would be entitled to pursue a
civil rights complaint.

All Americans enjoy federally rec-
ognized and constitutionally based
civil rights to due process and equal
protection under the law. These pro-
tections, which evolved after- the
Civil War and take precedence over
state policies, are not race-based. .

The right to due process is at the
heart of police brutality- complaints.
That federal protection guarantees a
suspect will be arraigned, tried, ac-
quitted or convicted and sentenced in

a court of law. When police brutality

is alleged, however, the victim is

charging, in effect, that police officers

tried and punished him on the spot.
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!‘ The U. S. Department of Justice!*

I has at least 2,000 complaints pending

„

against law enforcement officers. The *-

FBI investigates these complaints,-^
r but the Justice Department waits

until state actions are completed. The-.- 5

1 Los Angeles Coufaty Grand Jury is

;
currently weighing the evidence
against officers who participated or

- watched the King beating without
’ interceding. But a few local prosecu-

tions will not put an end to the outcry,
• nor should they. • *

( Two prominent, elected Los Angel-;
j‘ es officials, Rep. Maxine Waters, an"'!

! African-American, and Councilman
Richard Alatorre, a Latino, plan to

v
hold hearings regarding the police'!!

' and excessive force. During the hear- ..

ings, there will be much talk about -

. civil rights. But it would be a mistake
• to define Civil rights issues solely as

i minority concerns. Civil rights are-

human rights—that’s why the horri-
fied reaction to the King videotape.

. has been so universal.

FBI/ DOJ
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Grand jury begins
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By Dawn Webber
LOS ANGELES DAILY NEWS

The Los Angeles County grand jury
has begun hearing evidence behind

1 closed doors against as many as 15 Los
* Angeler police officers under investiga-
tion in the beating of an unarmed mo-
torist

1 Prosecutors announced last week that
5 they would seek an indictment against
t those involved in the March 3 beating of
Rodney Glenn King to avoid a lengthy
preliminary hearing that is required if a
criminal complaint is filed.

Hearings before the grand jury — a
panel composed of private citizens se-

‘ lected by judges to sit for a one-year
term— often are quicker because prose-
cutors present their evidence without

; the scrutiny of defense attorneys.
In addition, passage of Proposition

115 last June mandates that defendants
who are indicted do not have a right to a
preliminary hearing and must go
straight to trial in Superior Court.
On Monday, Sandi Gibbons, a spokes-

„
woman for District Attorney Ira Reiner,

v. refused to discuss the King case, saying
it had gone to the grand jury.

, ^
The evidence presented to the panel

, is certain to include a home videotape
made by a Lake View Terrace resident
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of the King arrest. The tape
shows several officers beating
King with their batons and
kicking him at least 50 times
while other officers stood
watching.

Legal authorities said Mon-
day that they

_
have no doubt

the grand jury will return .an

indictment,' ^

“They are going to the grand
jury because they need a very
quick indictment ... to send
the ihessage to*the public ...

that the system really is respon-

sive -to the public needs,” said

Peter Arenella, professor of law
at University of California, Los
Angeles. * r r

“Because of the public pres-

sure involved, they want to pla-r

cate the public, and the prose-
cution can do it quick and
dirty”' before' the grand jury,

which is its “rubber-stamp,”
Arenella* said.^ ^ c

But' Ramona Ripston, execu-
tive,

,
director of the American

Qiyil Liberties Union of South-
ern California, which is one of
the"groups' leading the call for

action in the King case, ques-
tioned how Reiner could restore

public confidence by opting for

a procedure that takes place be-
hind closed doors.

“He may be interested in re-

storing public confidence,” Rip-

MAR IS 1991
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ston said, “but 1 ’think there are

other ways. We oppose grand
jury indictments because they
are done in secret . . , and the

accused are not permitted to be
represented by counsel,

“That would hold true for

police officers (who are ac-

cused^
'

as ‘ well ‘ as other citi-

zens,”,She said. \

Before passage of Proposition

115, the .grand jury rarely was
used to issue

j
.criminal charges

because -defendants still could
request a preliminary hearing of
the evidence in Municipal
Court, after their indictment.

Proposition 115 barred post-

indictment preliminary hear-
ings, and mandated that defen-
dants who are -indicted by the

grand jury" go straight to Supe-
rior Court for a trial.

“In the past, we had to do a
preliminary hearing afterward,

so it didn’t speed up the pro-

cess — it actually added a step

to it;” said Clifford Klein, spe-

cial assistant for Reiner.

“Since Proposition 115, we
have been using the grand jury
more often,” Klein said.
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Binkley backs Gates’ claim

LONG BEACH— Police

Chief Lawrence Binkley on
Monday night supported Los

Angeles Police Chief Daryl

Gates’ claim that the recent

videotaped beating of an

unarmed suspect was an

, “exception and not the rule."

Speaking via telephone to the

host of a local cable talk show,
' Binkley called LAPD officers

“really great cops.”

“I think it’s the consensus

among law enforcement

leadership that this incident is

terrible (but that it is) really the

exception: 99.9 percent of

LAPD (officers) are the best in

the world,” said the Long Beach

chief, who was a member of

the LAPD for 24 years.

In an interview on “We The

People” Monday night, Binkley

said his experience with Gates

regarding racism in the'

department was that “he would

not tolerate that kind of thing.

Binkley’s comments came
the same day a County grand

jury opened hearings on the

incident and opening

statements were made in the

trial of two former Long Beach

police officers, one of whom
allegedly shoved a man into a

^late-glass window.
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D.A. puts beating case

on fast track to court
On Monday, Gibbons said the

By Janice Luder film has been shown worldwide,
Staff Writer

The secret grand jury probe

that Monday began looking into

the actions of Los Angeles Police

Department officers involved in

the beating of Altadena motorist

Rodney G. King may shave
months off the laborious crimi-

nal court process.

“Because of the public outcry

we want to assure people we are

extremely serious about this

case. We want this thing tried

‘quickly and we're not just sit-

ting on our hands,” said Sandi
Gibbons, a spokeswoman for the

District Attorney’s Office

Taking the case straight to the

Los Angeles County grand jury

could mean bypassing the snarl

of preliminary municipal court

proceedings and saving up to

.nine months’ time, Gibbons said.

Mdnicipal court proceedings can

include an arraignment and pre-

liminary hearing.

It was Proposition 115, the

speedy trial initiative passed in

June 1990, that paved the way
for such streamlined trials. But

the volatile King case isn’t the

•first or the highest profile issue

handled by the grand jury since

file measure passed.

Last year, the jury indicted

Charles H. Keating Jr., former

owner of Irvine-based Lincoln

Savings and Loan. The case in-

volved. a $2.6 billion S&L bail-

out, the most expensive in U.S.

history.

The grand jury was expected

to review the videotaped beating

and evidence the LAPD gathered

against at least three of its offi-

- cers. c

: in the explosive home video-

tape, three police officers are
seen kicking, beating and shock-

,ing King, 25, with a stun gun
'following a March 3 freeway
•chase by the California Highway
‘Patrol.

' As King begged the men to

stop, a dozen other officers

watched and failed to intervene.

Meanwhile, a nearby apartment

resident filmed the early morn-

ing incident.

from viewers. Despite the high
visibility of the case, Gibbons
said the decision to seek grand
jury indictments wasn’t a politi-

cal one.

"Politics has nothing to do
with it,” she said. “Obviously,
because of the videotape and
worldwide response, we feel (the

grand jury probe) is appropri-

ate.”

Los Angeles Police Chief Dar-
ryl Gates has recommended that

felony charges be filed against a
.sergeant and two officers in-

volved in the beating. But Gib-

bons said, “We’re looking be-,

yond the three officers. We’re'

looking at all 15 police officers

involved.”
Gibbons declined to list specif-

ic felony indictments that could

be filed against the officers. ...

beaten, shocked by police
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Law enforcement image takes

beating after arrest videotape

Date:

Edition:

By Jennifer Lewis
STAFF WRITER

Another casualty of the videotaped
beating of a suspect by Los Angeles
police last week is the reputation of

law enforcement, Westside police of-

ficers say.

“We tell them it wasn’t Santa Mon-

THE OUTLOOK
TUES. MAR 12, 1991
Front Section, Page 1

ica who did it, and they say, ‘We
don’t care. You police officers are all

the same,’ ” said Santa Monica police

Sgt. Bill Brucker, commenting on the

angry calls his department has re-

ceived.

“The .larger issue is the damage

those officers did to law enforcement

, across the nation,” added Santa
Monica police Sgt. Russ Martin. “It’s

right up there with the damage done
when sheriffs investigators were in-

dicted on narcotics racketeering
charges. We all take the bad rap for

it”

The beating has dominated local

squad meetings and hallway conver-

sations. Reactions have ranged from
outrage to disappointment to embar-
rassment.

Rodney King, 25, a convicted rob-

ber, was clubbed and kicked more
than 50 times by Foothill Division

officers March 3 in Lake View Ter-
race.

“When I first saw it, I couldn’t

believe it,” recalled Santa Monica po-
lice Officer La Verne Davis on Mon-
day. “Lthought, what did he do? Is

he a murderer or what? But even if

he were, there was still no justifica-

tion for it.

“It feels good when someone goes

to jail who deserves it, but you don’t

have to stomp them to get them
there,” she said.

Police also expressed concern that
the beating is undermining the pub-
lic’s trust in law enforcement.

LAW ENFORCEMENT IMAGE
TAKES BEATING AFTER ARREST
VIDEOTAPE

Character: CIVIL RIGHTS
Classification:

80—33B
Submitting Office:

LOS ANGELES

QFARr.HFO INDEXED

SFRIAI I7FP FIMA,

MAR 20 1991
*

FBI — LOS ANGELES 1/

l . tr J

Beverly Hills police Lt. Frank Salcido,

right, says the incident makes his

job harder and Officer La Verne Da-
vis, left, was shocked by the tape.

"People should have confidence in
' the police," said Beverly Hills police
' Lt. Frank Salcido. "An incident like

; this makes our job so much more
i difficult. Any time there’s a scandal,

it takes a long time to heal those

scars.”

Some officers cautioned against

prejudging their peers. Santa Monica
police. Officer Mike Beautz said he
was disturbed by the quickness of his

colleagues to condemn the LAPD of-
1

ficers before an investigation was
completed.

‘Hang out to dry’

"I’m a little amazed that a lot of

my fellow officers are willing to let

. .them hang out to dry,” he said. “Ev-
[erybody is willing to give the criminal

[die right to be considered innocent

ifir •

1

‘



until proven guilty, but everybody’s

determined that these guys are

.
guilty”

1 The incident has spawned the use

of cameras by amateurs who witness

arrests. In Santa Monica, for in-

stance, two witnesses to the arrest of

a robbery Buspect Monday afternoon

whipped out a video camera and a

still camera and started filming, not-

ed Officer John Callahan.

Most Culver City police refused to

discuss the impact of the LAPD inci-

dent.

“Our position is we don’t have any

comment,” Sgt. Dan Irvin said. “It

has nothing to do with our agency.”

;
But one officer, Lt. Greg Smith,

who works with children in the anti-

: drug DARE program, conceded, “I

don’t see anything positive in this.

5 It’s definitely a negative in the way
* people perceive the police.”

Culver City police are currently

embroiled in a controversy of their

own. They are fighting a lawsuit in

\ U.S. District Court over their policy

of refusing to take complaints of po-

lice brutality when the incident is

' detailed in other police reports.

x
But one thing, Westside officers

.agree, is certain.

“The lives of everyone involved will

never be the same,” Salcido said.

rl Staff writer Rick Cziment contrib-

{
I uted to this article.
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I Pressure grows for

[Gates to quit
Grand jury hears testimony on King

beating to support indictments
j

Associated Press

LOS ANGELES - Police
Chief Daryl Gates was under
mounting pressure Tuesday to

resign as a grand jury heard tes-

timony to support indictments

;

against officers whose beating of

a motorist was captured on home
video.

The 23-member citizens’
panel, which could hand down
indictments as early as this

week, began a second day of
closedrdoor hearings in the case

of Rodney Glen King, the victim

of the bone-shattering March 3
beating.

: According to published
! reports, the grand jury already
! heard testimony from George
! Holliday, who shot the video, wit-

! ness Josie Morales and Highway

!

Patrol Officer Melanie Singer,

i who was involved in the King

j

pursuit.

!

Authorities said King, 25, was
!

stopped after a 100 mph-plus

j

CHP chase on the Foothill (210)

i
Freeway. Police joined in the

;

pursuit after King left the free-

I way and began
I

running red

|

lights through

,

the Lake View
Terrace area of

the San Fernan-

do Valley, offi-

cers said.

What fol-

lowed was a bru-

tal beating by Gates
police officers using batons and
an electric stun gun, an incident

that horrified television viewers

worldwide and blackened the eye

of the 8,300-officer Police Depart-

1 ment

\ Gates has labeled the beating

I "an aberration” and has said he

;i will not resign. An amendment
;

to the City Charter, fixing a term

of office, would be necessary to

change the lifetime tenure of the

police chief.

.
In a letter to the City Council

on Tuesday, Mayor Tom Bradley

urged the council to draw up a
. June ballot referendum requir-

j. ing contract renewals every five

' years for all city department
! heads and general managers.

The American Civil Liberties

j

Union took out a full-page ad in

the Los Angeles Times with a

photograph of a baton-wielding

officer and the headline, "Who
,1 do you call when the gang wears

j

blue uniforms?”

I The advertisement featured a

J

return coupon urging Gates to

resign.

“In the interest of the city and
the Police Department, the time

has come for Police Chief Daryl

; Gates to resign,” the ACLU said.

“Join in demanding the resigna-

tion of Chief Daryl Gates. We
heed your help to convince him.”

I

There were these other devel-

^

opments in the King case Tues-

day:

• Black and Latino congres-

, sional leaders met with FBI
' Director William Sessions in

; Washington to seek reassurances

;

that the officers involved in the

|

case will be punished. Afterward,

ji the lawmakers said Sessions

promised a thorough probe of the

incident.

• Bradley met with members
of the Brotherhood Crusade,
National Association for the
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,

Advancement of Colored People,

I

1 and Southern Christian Leader-

i ship Conference and other ecu-

menical leaders to discuss the

King'beating.

• The City Council’s Public

Safety Committee held a public

hearing on the Police Depart-

ment’s use of-force and officer

training.

• A coalition of Latino organi-

zations, including the Mexican-

American Political Association

and the Chicano Caucus Demo-
cratic Party, demanded Gates’

resignation and urged formation

of a citizens’ review board to

examine questionable police

^ encounters with the public.
*

Rodney King
ACLU weighs in with ad
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Taped Beating

ofRodney King
' On behalf of the Los Angeles Urban
t'tLeague, we are outraged over the sadistic

and barbaric incident involving the police
mob that brutalized Rodney Glen King.

? The only acceptable course of action is to

fire all of them—the three animals who
savagely beat King and also the sergeant

;
and others who stood around as cheerlead-

ers. The video and eyewitnesses provided
j the necessary evidence.

IZ.l In addition to their terminations, the

^ Urban League urges that criminal charges
' he brought against all of the officers, i.e.,

„.;;,those who stood by and did nothing to

•-Restrain their cohorts, because they are

£°‘conspirators and parties to the crime.
The Urban League is alarmed over an

noapparent trend of racist brutality particu-

, ^
larly against African-American males.
We recently transmitted a written com-

r plaint to the Police Department regarding
,1 another less violent, but nevertheless very

.
’ serious and racist act of police harassment
inflicted against Jamaal Wilkes by two

g^other police officers. There are major
-factual discrepancies between Wilkes’ ver-

sion of the incident in contrast to the
-^officers, who apparently provided false

accounts in an attempt to cover them-
selves. The LAPD administrative action, to

inflate, remains unacceptable.
j£‘ ’ ^ appears that increasing numbers of
» Los Angeles police officers have declared
L ,open season on anyone with a black face

T; and feel that ihey can get away with it.

^They must understand that this vigilante

and Ku Klux Klan behavior will not be
Vjplerated. It also points out the need for
u better training, especially along racial and
^jcjiitural lines.

JOHN W. MACK, President

4 Los Angeles Urban League

p«'The videotape of officers beating King
j^will prejudice public opinion of the Police
^Department beyond measure. But before
demotion distorts the big investigations to
w?ollowt let’s keep in mind a few undisputed

facts:

(

BW
1. King led officers on a chase on the

“freeway and on surface streets risking his

^tftvn life, as well as the lives of the officers

»'^n pursuit and other motorists.

'V 2. King was convicted of a 1989 robbery
which he threatened h grocery store

riierk with a tire iron.

™6
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3. A policewoman was shot and killep—

recently after stopping to question a man. __
King is clearly no Boy Scout. He de-

served to be treated fairly by the arresting

officers, though.,However, the real ques-
tion is: How “reasonable” can we expect
our police to be, given these circumstanc-
es?

RICH GROWTHER
Los Angeles

MAR 20 1991
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There’s cruel irony in witnessing the

sadistic beating of an African-American by
members of the LAPD for a speeding
violation at the same moment that Kuwaiti
sovereignty is being restored half a world
away. It's almost as if the “new world
order” has meant the restoration of the

. same old order of racial and’ gender
hierarchies, sanctioned lynchings and the

,
like. Without his uniform and medals, Joint

r Chiefs of Staff Chapman Gen. Colin Powell

; would've suffered the same fate as King.

VICENTE L. RAFAEL
La Jolla

|

First off, let me say that I’m no bleeding

heart; if an offender is seriously putting up
resistance to arrest, a few pops might be
necessary, but this latest incident of wan-
ton brutality, committed seemingly for

f sport, is outrageous. This is the kind of
t

action that implants into impressionable

'

;
kids the notion that policemen are bad and

f that authority is the enemy. This is how’ a
society breeds criminals, not deters them!

Police Chief Daryl Gates should resign.

Why? Because, unfortunately, this ap-
‘ proach to job performance starts at the top,

t and when something of this magnitude
‘ occurs the resultant stain is too great to

• wipe away. Burn the house down. Prose-
* eute to the fullest extent the sadistic
r perpetrators, as well as the impotent

onlookers. Then, bring in a competent
administrator who knows the meaning of

the LAPD motto “To protect and to serve.”

> DAN JENSEN [Ul ft
„ J

’

. San Clemente ^



• I am shocked and outraged at yet another
example of LAPD officers' violence against
citizens, and do not believe it to be the
“aberration” cited by Chief Gates. I am
even more shocked, however, to learn that
we, the taxpayers of this city, paid over $8
million last year for settlements involving
police misconduct!

I have a suggestion that might stop
police violence and/or racism overnight:
Institute a policy of deducting all of this

year's police brutality suit/settlement
costs from the salaries of all LAPD officers

in 1992. Any such costs incurred in 1992
could be deducted in 1993, and so on. I

suspect that no only would the reports of
brutality diminish considerably, but that
fellow officers witnessing events such as
the one videotaped wouldn't be so inclined
to stand around, idly watching the “show.”

CLYDE KUNZ
Los Angeles

The brutal beating of King by a gang of
LAPP officers must be the last under the

Associated Press

Rodney King shows his bruised chest.

regime of Gates. It is a sad day when the

citizens of Los Angeles must fear for their

lives when being pulled over for speeding.

If not for a bystander with a video

camera, this incident would be just another

'

footnote inside a police report. The millions

of dollars in judgments already paid to

victims represent only the tip of the
iceberg. The tone for police conduct is set

.

by Chief Gates and the nature o/ that

conduct suggests it is time for Gates to go.

CRAIG A. NELSON
San Diego

Is the beating of King an aberration? If I,

a black man, and some black friends were
not stopped, roughed up, handcuffed and
ankle-cuffed and detained for two hours
while walking back to my car after a late

show in Westwood, then I, too, would have
thought the beating was an isolated inci-

dent. Chief Gates should resign.

DARREN HAYLOCK
Van Nuys

The March 6 article quotes Gates, “One
incident doesn't indict an entire depart-

ment.” If the police chief expects the public

to believe that, then I'd guess that for

every “El Salvadoran drunk that doesn't

belong here that kills a cop,” there are at

least a dozen LAPD officers prepared to
,

perform the “swarm technique” on a
defenseless citizen. Swarm technique?
Looks like a blitzkrieg to me.

JORGE LUIS DIAZ SR.
Los Angeles

Cameraman George Holliday's videotape

shows that the videocam is mightier than

the nightstick.

GERRY FALLON
San Marino

Words cannot express the emotions I felt

upon seeing the videotape of the unfortu-

nate human being, Rodney King, who was
enduring inhuman treatment at the hands

of those who vowed to serve and protect. I

flinched and my stomach turned. I couldn't

believe how long the beating lasted. Only

animals in a feeding frenzy would act as

those so-called “men” did.

I, along with thousands of citizens, am
watching to he certain justice is done for

this poor soul. My gratitude to the brave

Mr. Holliday, who filmed this outrage and

left no doubt as to the actual facts.

DIXIE MITCHELL
Irvine

« As a*human being, my heart goes out to

Rodney King. As an African-American

male, I Teel angry because I know very

well that it could have been me. .

' As a street intellectual, I find it interest-

ing that “responsible” people (i.e., white)

are surprised at how cowardly and brutal

their “police force” can be.

As a black nationalist, I wonder when
African-Americans will wake up and see

that: (1) we are still the unpopular color in

a color-conscious society; (2) that no

amount of integration, miscegenation or

acculturation is ever going to change that,

and (3) that ultimately we still only have

what we had when we first came to this

cruel land—each other.

ALVIN VINCENT GRIMES
Los Angeles

Does the beating of King portray a few
bad apples or a rotten barrel, as Jerome
Skolnick suggests (Commentary, March
7)? A case could be made, from a statistical

point of- view, that the chance that a few
bad apples converged on the scene, from a

“.random” assortment, at the same time is

possible, but not probable. An alternative

viewpoint would*suggest that there may be

an underlying pattern of behavior within

the department that encourages such bru-

tality by the officers.

Last year Los Angeles shelled out $8

million to victims of police brutality. In our

age of high-tech innovations, couldn't that

amount of money be allocated for the

purchase of camcorders that could be

installed in police cars to record the

interactions between officers and suspects?

This arrangement would offer visual evi-

dence in support of the officers in incidents

such as drunk drivers, suspected felons,

etc., and maintain the “sunshine” of truth

which may suppress such future outra-

geous behavior.

MICHAEL W. SMITH
Mammoth Lakes



The Numbers

* Police beating: The Times has
received 573 letters so far on the

videotaped police beating of Rod-
ney King; 532 letters were critical

of the Los Angeles Police Depart-
ment; 41 letters reserved judgment
about the incident or supported
Police Chief Daryl F. Gates.

I would like to commend the nine “police

experts” who were able to condemn the

Los Angeles Police Department and its

chief for police brutality on the March 7

Commentary page. _

They were able to draw their final

conclusion regarding this 20-minute inci-

dent by viewing the last 2 minutes of it on
videotape.

HYME SCHAFFER
Westminster

If I were driving the freeway at midnight
and saw a Hyundai speed past me at 115

m.p.h„ I would rub my eyes, shake my
head and get a strong, black cup of coffee.

LINDA M. GILMORE
Long Beach

It may be that some of his men have not

served Chief Gates well! However, Chief

Gates has served our community very
well! He’s earned our support!

ELLEN ERICKSON
- Santa Monica
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Daryl Gates Is

the Cops’ Own
Worst Enemy;

• jV

His tolerance of failure in the

ranks translates as a political'

failure; who wants to pay for,
7

this brand of crime-fighting?
[

, *t

Try this. Slam a sofa cushion wjth a

baseball bat. Now do it 55 more times.

Is your arm weary? *
•

Three Los Angeles officers shared the

' labor of administering to their victim at

least 56 blows with clubs, hard enough to

cause fillings to fly from his teeth, fractur-

ing his eye socket, smashing his Cheek

bone, causing a skull concussion and facial

nerve damage and breaking a leg. He also

suffered burns from a stun gun and damage

to internal organs. He will never, Jfully

recover and may have brain damage.;*

Daryl Gates, the Los Angeles police

chief, says he is distressed. What distresses

others is the fact that he is still .£hief.

Apparently the principle of accountability,

never strong in American government, has

become attenuated to the point of (^ap-

pearance. ir*

Gates can be called the Eight-Mijlion-

Dollar Man. Just in the last year that sum
has been awarded to victims of' Los

Angeles police misconduct. There will be

two commas in the sum awarded to the

man whose savage beating by some of.

Gates' men was recorded by a citizen with

* a video camera. \\

After almost committing homicide, but

before they knew they had been filmed, *

‘Gates' officers compounded their criminal-

ity by filing a report filled with lies<?They

said the victim had been driving 115m.p.h.

in his Hyundai. The manufacturer* says

that car can’t go that fast. The officers

wrote that they used force to stop the

.victim from fighting. Witnesses ai$t the

camera say that the victim was passive

while being clubbed and stomped fcj* two

.minutes by three' officers as 12 others

watched.
’

So Gates “apologized." Sort of. “Irf spite

of the fact that [the victim] is on parole and

sa convicted robber, I'd be glad to j$polo-

qgize.” '

* !! .

“In spite of"? Gates* ugly intimagon is

that a police mini -riot is at least a little bit

'justified if the victim has a bad enough

•past.
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Gates once said that perhaps the reason

several blacks had died after being sub-
dued by police choke holds is that blacks
are more vulnerable than “normal" people
to such holds. Gates may not be at his best
when thinking and talking, but the .prob-

lem is not that he is no Pericles. It is that

his department is demonstrably guilty of

an intolerable level of abuse, much of it

resulting from racism.
‘

‘Gates has long been a special

pinup of the kind of ;;

conservatives who cotton to

primitivism.’

- Gates sees no racial aspect to the
s videotaped beating. But when three white
men club and stomp a black man while a

i dozen other white men watch, well, people
will talk. . X
They -did -when Jamaal Wilkes,- who is

rblack and a former star with the leakers,

; was handcuffed because his auto registra-

vtion was about to—yes, about to—expire.

£Joe Morgan, who is black and a Hall of

;
Fame second baseman, was thrown* ‘to the

i ^ground and handcuffed when cops decided
-he looked like a drug dealer. (Later the
^cops said “oops!” and a court said: Pay Mr.
Morgan $540,000.)

* . How many beatings and other indigni-

ties are being suffered by Los Angeles
.
citizens who are neither famous nor fortu-

’ nate enough to have their experience of

^police misconduct videotaped? The burden

^ mow rests on the Police Department to

^ disprove the assumption shared by 54% of

all respondents to a Los Angeles Timfes poll
‘ that blacks are particularly subjected to

? brutality. .. WA'tA’'



Gates has long been a special pinup of
the kind of conservatives who cotton to

primitivism, as in his thought that casual
drug users should be shot. But he is a
special problem for thoughtful conserva-
tives who are having a hard enough time
persuading Congress to expand som6Tpolice
powers.
Every officer at the scene of that police

crime should, at a minimum, be» fired.

Some, probably most, perhaps all, should
go to jail. And what of Gates, whods paid
($168,793, by the way) to produce j^police
force better than his Los Angeles depart

-

mentis?
Police work is frequently dangerous and

even more often unpleasant. It can be
desensitizing, and demoralizing—literally
de-moralizing. It requires special strength
of character to do this indispensable work
right, day by day and night after unight,
without succumbing to callousness, tjjsgust

and rage.

Most police officers lead lives ofheroic
resistance to these weaknesses. Minimizing
those weaknesses is a test of police leader-
ship. Gates has failed that test too 'often.

His department is illustrating, redundant-
ly, an iron law operating throughout
American government and business: When
there is no penalty for failure, failures

proliferate. I-

i

George F. Will is a syndicated columnist
in Washington. *

‘
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ALEXANDER COCKBURN

Police Abuse:

Fronting for

theHaves
War in Iraq, war on .

drugs—it’s all the same exercise

ofpower.

RO ogue cops” overstep the line from

JVtime to time. What this actually

mostly means is that officers ordinarily

engaged in the execution of their duties get

caught, as in the case of Rodney King, who
was on the receiving end of a nightstick,

"boot and stun gun.

When they do get caught there’s a

hullabaloo, with calls for indictments of the

offenders, better supervisory powers, evic-

tion of the police chief and so forth. But the

real function of these unpleasant incidents

is to affirm the system.

In our society the police operate under a

social mandate. If society—meaning in this
,

instance the Haves, the Overdogs and

kindred beneficiaries of present political

arrangements—truly found the sort of

violence exercised upon King unaccepta-

ble, it would have stopped long ago.

It wasn’t as though we had to wait for

George Holliday to focus his video camera

on King’s assailants from the Los Angeles

Police Department to disclose what law
. enforcement often adds up to in practice.

The blotter is replete with evidence of

institutionalized police violence.

Not long before Daryl Gates was sworn

in as police chief in 1978, the so-called

“Masked Marvel,” a white ex-cop who had

served five years in the 77th Street

division, appeared on local TV prograhis to

describe the violent and racist rampages of

his colleagues.

Gates -ridiculed “liberals” upset by the

allegations. Soon thereafter he was busy

defending the 12 bullet holes left by his

men in the body of Eulia Love, a 39-year-

old black woman in default on her gas bill.

Most of the many exculpations since

then offered by Gates have been equally as

hollow, but the message also offered by his

flourishing career is that he has been

proceeding along the right lines! The “ugly

incidents” serve to remind people of what

the police feel themselves empowered by
society to do.
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• Though he’s deemed it prudent to throw
three or four of them over the side, Gates
would have been eminently justified in

’ claiming that his men, along with himself,

were acting under orders. President Bush
himself, fragrant and glowing from a blood
bath of Iraqi lives designed to banish the
“Vietnam syndrome,” let the other boot
drop by publicly commending Gates’ ef-

• forts against crime—at just about the time
King was being beaten—and by calling for

abundant new death penalties in the war

‘If the Haves truly found the

sort of violence exercised upon
King unacceptable, it would
have stopped long ago.’

against the dangerous classes.

_ Now these .are “war aims” to which
* those Los Angeles liberals now denouncing

,;j.

G

ates have long since subscribed, never
more exuberantly than in the “drug war.”

\ ^‘Tonight we pick ’em up for anything and

A everything,” an LAPD spokesman an-
.

‘ nounced on April 9, 1988, the start of

(j!
Operation Hammer in South-Central Los

^..Angeles. Gates himself announced that

“We want the message to get out to the
1 cowards out there .• . . that we’re coming

1* in to get them.” By 1990, Operation
>. Hammer had picked up 50,000 suspects.

Obviously more than one ethnic group was
Involved, but there are only 100,000 black

'

youths in Los Angeles.
^ In August, 1988, .88 police from the
-Southwest Division raided a group of

& apartments in the 3900 block of Dalton
-- Avenue, destroying them and forcing 32

^ captives to run a.gauntlet of fi$ts japd loi



,*
1 steel flashlights. But by thenjiberals, with

;; a few heroic exceptions, had'abandoned all

pretense of a search for any progressive

r , agenda on crime. They had become choris-

.1, ters for the “drug war” and any other war
designed to keep the Have-Nots in their

place. .

If Gates were straightforward, he'd sim-
ply distribute to reporters some elementa-

£ ry statistics about the city and its economy.
The press release would include details of

the destruction of the Los Angeles labor

market for young black men, the surge of
^ unemployment in South-Central by nearly
v

' 50% since the early 1970s while purchas-
C ing power has fallen by a third, the

drainage of money from social programs,
^ the decay of the school system.

Then Gates would be able to say, with
v
considerable justice, that the manner of

' law enforcement is consequent upon deci-

£ sions with which—beyond vigorous lobby-
% ing for a bigger police budget—he had little

- to do. Do nothing about youth unemploy-
" ment in South-Central and sooner or later

cops inevitably will become rogues.

I In the end, police act upon their estimate

of what the Haves want, whether it is

search-and-destroy missions in South-
Central, conspicuous deterrence by ran-
dom violence, beatings of striking janitors

or, to go back 70 years, the arrest of Upton
Sinclair in 1921 for reading the Declaration

of Independence in public. In this version

of democracy we get the police the Haves
want, at least until the Have-Nots force

something different

Alexander Cockbum xorites for the Nation
and other publications.
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BlackCaucusUrges
(Broadened U.S.inquiry

|ntoJLAPD Beating Case

By RONALD J. OSTROW
TIMES STAFF WRITER

}

;
WASHINGTON-The Congres-

3ional Black Caucus on Tuesday
* urged federal officials to broaden
their inquiry into a March 3 beating
incident involving the Los Angeles
^Police Department to include a

* 'federal investigation of “systemic”
‘police brutality in the city and the

; .'nation.
'

- When FBI Director William S.
Sessions said the FBI lacks the
Authority to conduct the expanded'
inquiry, Rep. John Conyers Jr.

*;(D-Mich.), a senior caucus mem-
/rber, asked for a meeting today with
wtty. Geri. Dick Thornburgh.

is
^There are hundreds of these

1 rcases [in Los AngelesJ that will

.
-have to be reviewed,” Conyers
said, referring to the 'beating by
Los Angeles officers of motorist
Rodney G. King, 25, of Altadena.

/ Thornburgh's chief spokesman,
"Dan Eramian, indicated that feder-

1
'al officials can investigate only
specific allegations and cannot

v -conduct a general investigation of
^Los Angeles Police Department
'operations. *

c “If anyone has evidence of other
*

l$uch incidents, they should bring it
to the attention of the bureau,” he

-said.
* He added that the departments
trying to arrange a meeting be-
{ween Conyers and Thornburgh.

r
California Rep, Don Edwards

JD-San Jose) said Tuesday that
the House Judiciary subcommittee
pri'iCivil and constitutional rights

J
open hearings March 20 on

police" brutality and the federal
response. Edwards, who heads the
subcommittee, made his remarks
after attending a 90-minute meet-
ing between the Black and Hispan-
ic caucuses, Sessions and other FBI
officials.

’ A second subcommittee hearing 1

will take place in Los Angeles the
first week of April, Edwards said.

“We think it's an epidemic,”
’

Edwards said, referring to police
brutality in Los Angeles.
Conyers said the beating of King,

which was videotaped by an ama-
teur photographer, has “created an
international outrage.”

A House staff member who at-
tended Tuesday's meeting said a

.-separate federal investigation of
the King case is important because
it would open the possibility of
using a federal conspiracy civil
rights statute to charge several
police officers who watched the
beating and did nothing to stop it.

The staff member, who declined to
be identified, said this element was
not discussed at Tuesday's session.

Rep. Maxine Waters (D-Los An-*
geles), who attended the meeting;
challenged Los Angeles Police

„ Chief Daryl F. Gates'’description of
the incident as an aberration. She
contended that such police action is

“the order of the day in Los
Angeles” and evidence *of the
“siege mentality” that she believes
exists there.

“Men [and] sometimes women
have been brutally attacked and
beaten and even killed by the Los
Angeles Police Department, and
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this has been going on" for years,”

,

Waters said. “It's time for the
: Justice Department to step in . .

k and take serious action.”
i

Rep. Julian a Dixon (D-Los
Angeles) emerged from the meet-
ing and charged that Los Angeles

;

police officers are .“intimidated and
' encouraged not to report violations

j

of law by fellow officers. ... We
j

have a serious problem of police
f brutality within the department

. i . and officers who do not report
those crimes.”

Rep. John Lewis (D-Ga.), a
- leading civil rights activist whose

skull was fractured in the Selma-
to-Montgomery civil rights march
in 1965, said the Los Angeles
beating of King exceeded any po-
lice brutality against an individual

t
that he had seen in Mississippi,
Alabama and Georgia during more
than 30 years as an activist. Lewis
.said he has watched the videotape
of the King beating “over and over
again.”

Conyers said Sessions “indicated
. be is outraged and vigorously act-
ing in this matter. On that one case,
we have no quarrel.”

f

He said Sessions assured the
caucus members that he would
relay their comments and enthu-

x
:

siasm for an expanded investiga-

\ \ tion to -the Justice Department and
f

' 'Thornburgh. An FBI spokesman
L * said Sessions did so later Tuesday.

Los Angeles police had no im-

I
mediate comment on the allega-

r- tions raised during Tuesday's ses-

^
sion.

FBI/DOJ
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A
Mayor to Seek

Power to Oust

Top Officials

By SHERYL STOLUERG 1

andJOHN L. MITCHELL
TIMES STAFF WRITERS

Amid the furor over the Los

Angeles police beating of an Alta-

dena man, Mayor Tom Bradley

attempted to seize the political

initiative Tuesday and press an.

issue that he has supported for

years: gaining the authority to fire

the police .chief -and other -Civil

Service department heads.

At a City Hall news conference,

the mayor proposed that the chief

and ail other department managers .

be subject to a pferformancereview ’

and possible "dismissal every, five

years. He said he has asked the

City Council to put his proposal to

the voters in the form of a charter

amendment, although it is not clear

whether that could be done in time

for the June ballot.

“I have long supported the idea

of all city ma- £gers being' subject

not only to appointment and con-

firmation/' Bradley said, “but that

they be subject to guidelines that

would permit the mayor to have

authority to remove them.”

Bradley hastried three times in

the past 10 yeti's to obtain the

power tp remove city department

heads. In each case, * the voters

have turned him down, rejecting

'

proposed City Charter amend-
ments. Even if such an Amendment
passed, there are legal questions

about whether Bradley could use it

to oust Police Chief Ddryl F. Gates.

The mayor's announcement
came as the Los Angeles County

grand jury convened for the second

day of its criminal investigation

into actions of Los Angeles police

officers who were involved in the

March 3 beating of a motorist. The
23-member citizens panel, which

conducts Its proceedings in secret,

heard testimony for four hours

Tuesday.
Also,; law enforcement sources

familiar with the investigation say

that thfe grand jury inquiry is

expected to last longer than the

original estimate of one to three
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tope by an,amateur photographer,.]'

jihowed several Los.Angelas. •'<

officers kicking^ .King", wh6'';.had

been shot with

and striking him up to 56-times .couniry frohfi people saying that I

with their batons: \ ,
shftuld Bradley

The beating sparked, a. ^public . -font

outcry over police misconduct- ih ;jjriderstana iMt ]] e.

Los Angeles, as well as .numerous The chart^doesn’t phrmiMt.

calls for Gates’ resignation. At -
: f^at^J^li^tedlyflaidhe has

noon Tuesday, a small group of . no-plans toUeave office^ ile could

protesters gathered in -ftaaK

Parker Center, the ^dUdS ’..V-ti’.Parker Center, the Police

~ienfs headquarters doWntown/iti --
••

all for the chief's ouster. *
* '* ’A Jheht ^y4s

Since the beatihg, Bradley had ; /Bf£dl4y;?-^
-.oiefon that ha tec nnt trviner fn \ Southern .Christian/ Leadership



Baders from those groups said !hey
\ 'ould favor a fixed, five-year term
f 3r all future police chiefs.

“It will become like any other
j )b,” said R. Samuel Paz of the
Police Commission's Hispanic Ad-
visory Council. "If the council is

not satisfied with the chief's per-
formance, they can ask him to
Ipave and appoint somebody new.”

J
^*° ac^*eve that change, city

Officials say voters would have to
alter the City Charter in at least
trwo ways—by exempting the po-
lice chief from Civil Service pro-

t

Section and by relaxing the strict
’

< nteria for his removal, as spelled
< ut in the charter. . .

-

Under the current charter, the
board of Civil Service commission-
ers holds the authority to remove
top-level city employees. These,
employees can be dismissed only
‘ for cause,” which amounts to a
iinding that the employee is not
“fit and suitable” to perform the
issential duties of the job, accord-

ing to Diane Wentworth, assistant
:ity attorney for employee rela-
ions. *

, .

Traditionally, these criteria

—

•which have been in place since
.937—have been seen as a way of

’protecting top-level city employ-

i ;es from being removed for purely
political reasons.
As the charter now reads, de-

partment heads who are being

threatened with* removal have the
constitutional right to a hearing
before the Civil Service Commis-

sion. "I am not sure you can take
that right away from an incumbent
officeholder,” Wentworth said.

As the political debate continued
in City Hall, the county grand jury
Tuesday was hearing from another
round of witnesses in the King
.case. Law enforcement sources
said the citizens panel, which is

expected to consider assault charg-
es against the -officers, will also
Jook’ into possible violations of state’

civil rights laws.

Four witnesses were on hand
Tuesday: California Highway Pa-
trol Officer Melanie Singer, who

* participated in a car chase involv-
ing King; Los Angeles Police Sgt.
John Amott, a traffic officer who
was not present during the beating
but who said he handled some of
the paperwork; and two Los An-
geles Unified School District police
officers who were at the scene of
the heating.

.

The wife of one of the school
police officers said in an interview
Tuesday evening that her husband,
Paul J. Beauregard, was not
watching while the beating oc-
curred.

“I don't know why they’re grill-
ing him ” she said.

Her husband declined comment.

Times staff writers Leslie Berger,
Glenn F. Bunting, Frank Clifford, Scott
Harris, Lois Timnick, Hector Tobar and
Tracy Wood contributed to this story.
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Pressure mounting for LA
police chief to quit
By Jeff Wilson
Associated Press

.

•LOS ANGELES — Police Chief Daryl Gates
was under mounting pressure Tuesday to

resign as a grand jury heard testimony to

support indictments against officers whose
beating of a motorist was captured on home
video. .

;

The 23-member citizens panel, which could
hand down indictments as -early as this

week, began a second day of closed-door
hearings in the case of Rodney G. King, the

victim of the bone-shattering, March 3 beat-

ing.

The grand jury already heard testimony
from George Holliday, who shot the video,

witness Josie Morales and California High-
way Patrol Officer Melanie Singer, who was
involved in the King pursuit, the Los Ange-
les Times reported.
There was no indication of the extent of

the evidence given to, the county grand jury,

which conducts its proceedings in total se-

crecy.

Authorities said King, 25, was stopped af-
ter a 100 mph

:
plus CHP chase on the Foothill

Freeway. Police joined in the pursuit after
King left the freeway and began running red
lights through the Lake View Terrace area,
officers said. '

. •

What followed was a brutal beating by
police officers using batons and an electric
stun gun, an incident that horrified televi-
sion viewers worldwide and blackened the
eye of the 8,300-officer Police Department.

. Calls for Gates to resign have been build-
ing since Holliday’s video began showing on
television networks, including CNN. The ca-
ble network, with its global reach, still runs
the stunning tape at any development in the
case.

Gates labeled the beating “an aberration”
'and said he will not resign. An amendment
to the City Charter, fixing a term of office?
would be necessary to change the lifetime 1

tenure of the police chief.
- In a letter to the City Council on Tuesday,
•Mayor Tom Bradley urged the council to
draw up a June ballot referendum requiring
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contract renewals every five years for all
city department heads and general manag-
ers.

The American Civil Liberties Union took
out a full-page ad in the Los Angeles Times
with a photograph of a baton-wielding officer
and the headline, “Who do you call when the
gang wears blue uniforms?”
The advertisement featured a return cou-

pon urging Gates to resign.
“In the interest of the city and the Police

Department, the time has come for Police
Chief Daryl Gates to resign,” the ACLU. said.
“Join in demanding the resignation of Chief
Daryl Gates. We need your help to convince
him.”
The ACLU said it was part of a “multilevel

campaign” to seek the chiefs ouster. The ad
will appear in seven local newspapers, in-
cluding Daily Variety, Los Angeles Sentinel
and Jewish Journal, at a cost to the ACLU of
$65,000. “It’s an opportunity for people who
feel strongly about this to become part of a
movement to have him resign,” said ACLU
executive director Ramona Ripston.

MAR 20 1991
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Student Alleging Police Abuse

to Testify in King Beating Probe
By SEBASTIAN ROTELLA
andJOHNJOHNSON -

TIMES STAFF WRITERS

A black, college student who said he and
some friends were roughed up and insulted

by Foothill Division police officers has

been subpoenaed to testify before the

,

grand jury investigating the beating of

motorist Rodney G. King.- - , . * / \
John Bray, 22, of Lake , View Terrace,

said district attorney's investigators inter-

viewed him at his home Wednesday eve-

.

ning.

"They [the investigators] said it was on
the King incident,” said Bray's sister-in-

law, Alberta Bray, 34, who was also

interviewed.

John Bray said the investigators ques-

tioned him in connection with a report

published Wednesday in a South Los

Angeles community newspaper. The arti-

cle described Bray's allegations that .the

students were mistreated by Los Angeles

police officers Feb. 19 at a Pacoima service

.

station, and that Foothill Division officers

refused to take a complaint the following

afternoon.

The published report quoted Capt.' Tim
McBride, division commander, as saying

that one of the policemen implicated in the

: ;
Please see TESTIFY, B12

“1

TESTIFY: Student Claims PoliceAbuse
on . . \ .

1 >
, .

- V
-

* ‘
•

.

Continued from B1
complaint was Laurence Michael'
Powell, 28, one of the three officers'
the Police Deparment-has recom-
mended for criminal prosecution in

N
the March 3 beating of King.

. -However, McBride denied
Wednesday that he made such a
statement. He would not comment
further on the Brays' allegations or
the newspaper account, which be
s£id he had not read.

^Citing the secrecy of the Los
Angeles County Grand Jury probe,
district attorney spokeswoman
Sjsmdi Gibbons would only say that
her office is looking into the Brays'
allegations.

John Bray alleged in an inter-
view that an officer with the name
Powell on his name tag used racial
slurs, pushed Bray with his baton

*

and unfairly handcuffed Bray and
his cousin, Los Angeles ’ Valley
College women's basketball player
La Tisa,Rush, during the Feb. 19

* incident.

Bray, a Valley College. student,
said several squad cars went to the
gas station at Osborne Street and
Laurel Canyon Boulevard after he,
Rush and two other women friends
became involved in an altercation,

with.a white couple. Bray said the
'

. officers did not let him explain his

j

version of the events and took the
1

side of the couple, forcing Bray and.

'Rush to their knees and handcuff-
ing them.

.
,

“He [Powell] used his billy club
on my back to push me down,”
Bray said.

Bray said the officer named
Powell, and others, used a racial

slur and mocked him as he was
placed in the back of a squad car.

"He picked me up by the hand-
cuffs and tried to slam me into the
car,” Bray said. "He told me, 'Stop
crying, you. sound*worse than the
girls."'

Bray said that the officers did
not handcuff or harass the white
couple, and that he and Rush were
freed after about 15 minutes.

(

«
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King suffered 9
skull fractures i

A

LAPD officers support Gates
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SKULL

By Norma Meyer
and Howard Gantman
COPLEY NEWS SERVICE

As a doctor disclosed Wednes-
day that police beating victim

Rodney King suffered nine
skull fractures, Los Angeles po-
lice officers closed ranks behind
embattled Chief Daryl F. Gates,

labeling those who have de-
manded his ouster over the as-

sault a “lynch mob.”

New details about the extent

of King’s injuries emerged as a
county grand jury concluded its

third day of a closed-door in-

quiry into the videotaped beat-

ing of the black motorist by
three white police officers, who
are expected to be indicted on
felony charges.

In other developments:

A federal grand jury report-

edly began issuing subpoenas as

part of a civil rights probe into

the March 3 incident, which
was witnessed by a dozen other

officers who did nothing to stop

it. Some or all of those officers

may also be indipted by either

the state or federal jury.

A proposal for a June 4
ballot measure that would
make it easier to fire pdlice

chiefs met resistance in the

City Council, which scheduled

the matter for committee
hearings — seriously jeopar-

dizing its chances of making
•the June 4 ballot.

Gates, who has con-
demned the beating and rec-

ommended charges be filed

against the three officers who
participated, is -scheduled to

answer questions about it to-

day before the city Police
' Commission.

Civil rights groups and
minority organizations plan to

demonstrate outside the com-
mission hearing room at the

, .
Police Department’s down-
town Parker Center.

The prospect -of a large pro-
’

test had some city officials

;
worried about a possible vola-

• tile confrontation.

1 King’s physician, Dr. Ed-
1 mund Chein, told the City
!' Council that tests revealed

;

King had suffered worse inju-

! lies' than originally thought

X-rays showed the unem-

'

ployed construction worker’s

skull was’ broken in nine plac-

es and the presence .of en-

zymes indicated possible heart
- muscle damage from a .Tasar

stun-gun dart that officers had
fired into his chest, Chein
said.

'

'Surprised he lived'
• “With the extreme fracture

of the skull, I’m surprised he
lived, brainwise,” Chein said.

!
King is scheduled to have a

steel plate inserted in his skull

! during surgery today to repair
< one fracture.

The doctor said King has
been “confused” and has no
control over his’ emotions as a

|

result of being kicked and
clubbed more than 50 times.

1 Gates, who later Wednesday

] testified in ah unrelated feder-

J al .civil trial challenging the

j
Police Department’s practice

j^hogtying some suspects, was

' saluted at a luncheon of police

administrators.

-A union representing most
rank-and-file officers in .the

8,400-member department al-

so held a news conference to

express confidence in Gates.

The chief again dismissed
calls that he resign. After the
annual luncheon gathering
with 300 members of the Los
Angeles County Peace Officers

Uh"A

FBI/DOJ



Association, Gates told report-
ers “there’s no way I’m going
to leave under a cloud of con-
troversy.”

Job security

: Gates has civil service pro-
tection from firing, but could
be removed for gross miscon-
duct by the Police Commis-
sion, a standard commission-
ers have said is not met by the

circumstances of- the King
beating.

Wednesday’s luncheon at
the Los Angeles Police Acade-
my followed a show of support
for the chief by fellow officers.

Lt. George Aliano, president
of the Los Angeles Police Pro-
tective League — which hag
butted heads with Gates dur-
ing labor negotiations — said
his organization is taking out

newspaper advertisements to

counter the “sleaze ad” placed

in publications by the Ameri-

can Civil Liberties Union to

.
.
pressure Gates to resign.

‘Lynch mob*

“We are gratified quite

frankly that Chief Gates is riot

submitting to the lynch mob
* mentality,” added LAPD
Commander Lome Kramer.

' The City Council ordered

Gates to appear at a City Hall

hearing next week to explain

how officers are disciplined for

use of excessive force.'

But the council fell three

votes short of adopting an
emergency motion requiring

Gates to answer the panel’s

questions specifically about

file King beating/

The failure of the motion —
it received seven of the re-

quired 10 votes on the
.
15-

member council — indicated

that Gates still enjoys political

support on the panel

Accusing his main antagon-

ize^ the ACLU, of “prejudice

against police,” Gates com-
pared his detractors to those

who criticized President Bush
for sending U.S troops to the

Persian Gulf.

“Most of the people who dis-

liked George Bush and dis-

liked what we were doing in

the Middle East ... they’re

the same people who are at-

tacking me,” Gates said.

i
In insisting Gates leave of-

fice, the A.CLU has been
joined by groups such as the

National Association for the

' Advancement of Colored Peo-

ple, the Mexican American
, Political Association, the Chi-

ciano Caucus Democratic Party

Mothers of East L.A., and
members of the Urban
League.

The organizations accused

Gates of fostering the atmo-

sphere that led to King’s beat-

ing by repeatedly making eth-

nically insensitive ' and
inflammatory statements dur-

ing his 13 years as chief.



Most ofthepeople who disliked George Bush and
disliked what we were doing in the Middle East.
. . . they- re the samepeople who are attacking me.

— Daryl F. Gates
Los Angeles chief of police

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Daryl F. Gates holds a pamphlet on “Human Relations in the Police Service" at his speech.
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Officers Offer/]

Support for

Gates Amid
MoreAttacks
By SHERYL STOLBERG
TIMES STAFF WRITER

The Los Angeles Police Department
;

closed ranks around Chief Daryl F. Gates 1

on Wednesday, blasting his critics, praising
his leadership and urging him not to submit
to the “lynch-mob mentality” by resign-
ing.

In a powerful show of support, nearly 60
commanding officers—among them Assist-
ant Chief Robert Vernon and at least three
deputy chiefs—held a news conference at
the Police Academy to vigorously defend
Gates' handling of the police beating of an
Altadena man.
At one point, Deputy Chief William

.
Booth defiantly held up an American Civil

Liberties Union newspaper advertisement !

that calls for the chief to quit. Booth had
drawn a red circle and a slash over the ad;
waving it in front of television cameras, he
urged residents to “tear it out and put your
own little hieroglyphics on it and then mail
it to Chief Gates.”

The high-ranking officers were joined
by the Los Angeles Police Protective

League, a union that has often been at odds
with Gates. The league's^president,* Lt.
George- Aliano, announced he is sending
ballots this week asking its 8,200 members
to issue a vote of confidence for the chief.

Gates was not on hand to hear the-
remarks, but he addressed the group after-

ward as the keynote speaker at the Los
- Angeles County Peace Officers Assn.'s

j

annual “LAPD Day” luncheon. The chief, !

who was greeted with a 30-second stand-
j.

ing ovation, used the platform to deliver a

rousinjg speech that served as a
morale builder for his officers.

Before the enthusiastic crowd of-

300, Gates called the Police De-.
partment “the greatestdepartment
in the [country” and ripped into his
critics* particularly the press and
the ACLU. He held up the depart-
ment'iJiandbook on human rela-
tions and declared that the civil

liberties group had “violated every
precept of human relations that we
set forfh.”

* Theji, ticking them nff -one by
one, Gates thundered: “Objectivity!

‘

•Do yo]i see any objectivity at all?

. . . Courtesy! Anything courteous
.about i them? Compassion! Have
they shown one ounce, of compas-
sion? J . . Prejudice! They are so
prejudiced against police. They
hate us and clearly they hate me., I

know that, and I don't blame them
for hating me, but I blame them for
hating you”. **=-

Meanwhile, civil rights leaders
stepped up their attacks, on Gates.
With more than 200 letters calling
for the chiefs ouster before them,
•the ACLU and other' civil rights
groups announced “Operation
Overhaul,” a nine-point campaign
to end

(

-police brutality and push
Gates out of office. The first step,

they said, will be to ‘press for a
blue-ribbon panel to conduct an
independent review of the Police

• Department. ' V
.

;“We, intend to -keep, up the
pressure,” said Ramona Ripstdn,
executive director ofthe ACLU of
Southern California.

7*We think
that Gates must resign. . . .And to
those people to say to me that he
has steadfastly said that he won't*
resign, ;I remind you that Richard
Nixon said the same thing.”

As the barbs flew back and forth,

the Los Angeles County -Grand
Jury met for the third day to
consider evidence against the-offi-
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cers involved in the March 3 beat-
ing of Rodney G. King.

The beating of King, an unem-
.

ployed construction worker who is

von parole after a robbery convic-
tion, touched off a nationwide furor
after it was captured on videotape
’by -fin amateur photographer. The
tape showed King, who had been
pulled over by police ih Lake View
Terrace after allegedly leading
them on a high-speed chase, being
kicked by several officers, who also
•hit him as many as 56 times with *

their batons.

King is scheduled to undergo
• ,surgery today at an undisclosed
hospital to repair injuries he suf-
fered during the beating. His doc-
tor, Edmund Chein, said new tests
show that bones at the base of
King's skull are broken in nine
places- on the right side and two on
the left.

Chein said two of the five doctors
who are treating King “have never
seen this before. It's unusual even
to us. The force of the blows was
tremendous.”
The Lqs Angeles Police Com-

mission will conduct a special
hearing today to gather communi-
*ty reaction about the King case.
Commissioner Melanie Lomax said
the panel, which has the authority
to change departmental policies
and practices, has been inundated
with calls about the incident.

In their remarks Wednesday,
Gates and the officers who sup-



One out of every four Americans say their image of Los Angeles has
been tarnished by the beating ofRodney (?. King, according to a Los
Angeles Times national poll conductedMarch 9 through 1L Some
findings from the polk

The survey of 1,518 adults found widespread awareness of the
incident across the nation, with nearly nine in 10,(88% ) saying that
they had heard or read something about the beating of King by Los
Angeles police officers.

Of those surveyed, about one-quarter (27% ) of the public said the
incident made them feel "less favorable” toward the city ofLos

^ Angeles, Half of the public (49% ) said their feelings about Los
,

Angeles were unchanged by what happened to King, while another
12% did not feel they knew enough about the situation to judge it.

The other 12% said they were unaware of the incident altogether.

The survey has a margin of sampling error of plus or minus 3
percentage points.' •

ported him deplored the beating.

The chief went so far as to apolo-

gize to other law enforcement
agencies “because we have
brought shame and dishonor on the

police profession”

Cmdr. Lome Kramer, president

of the Los Angeles Police Com-
mand Officers Assn., a 96-member
group made up of officers who
carry the rank of captain and
above, said policemen and women
"deserve the community’s support,

for they too have been betrayed by
a few of their own.”
Kramer and Aliano, the Police

Protective League president, said

they would fight attempts by May-
or Tom Bradley to, make police

chiefs subject -to dismissal by the
mayor after a five-year perform-
ance review.

* Gates, who also said he .opposes
the mayor’s plan, seemed clearly

touched by the show of support,

especially from the union. As the
crowd clapped, he opened his

speech by remarking on the press

conference:

“TJ ow does the song go? The
XI wind beneath my wings?

That's what you are. You are the

wind beneath my wings. If I were a
much stronger guy, I would break
down and cry because that's the
way I feel.”

Times staff writers George Ramos,
Lois TImnIck, Hector Tobar and Tracy

Wood contributed to this story.
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Justice Department ^

to probe beating claims
By lames Rowley
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — Attorney
General Dick Thornburgh to-

day ordered a Justice Depart-
ment review of all reported
'Complaints -of police brutality in

Los Angeles in the last six years

to determine if there is a pat-

tern of misconduct.

Thornburgh’s announcement
came after he met with two
lawmakers who urged the Jus-
tice Department to broaden its

investigation of the beating of a
motorist by Los Angeles officers

to include other allegations of
brutality against the city’s po-
lice.

The attorney generate said in

a statement that he had asked
the Justice Department’s civil

.rights division “to undertake a
review of all official complaints

filed in this area within the past

six years to discern whether any
pattern of misconduct is appar-

ent.”

Thornburgh also ordered the

department’s National Institute

of Justice to determine if there

is a correlation between police

brutality and a lack of adequate
training and internal disciplin-

ary procedures. 1

The attorney general issued

the statement after a breakfast
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meeting with Reps. John Con-
yers,

A
D-Mich. and Edolphus

Towns, D-N.Y., chairman of the
Concessional "Black Caucus.

^
Cpnyers said Thornburgh al-

so Agreed to examine any addi-
tional w:

specific complaints of
brutality that have not been re-

ported *io ^authorities over the
last six yearsJ,

*LThe .six-year period covers
1

the. statute, of limitations on
! federal civil rights crimes for
which police could be prosecut-
M,ICohyefssSd.

r'Conyers'haS called for a fed-

fisl investigation to determine
if there "is^a* “culture of vio-
lence” in the Los Angeles po-
lice, as evidenced by the March
3 gating, by three white offi-

cers pf^ black motorist.

The ' beating, with police
sticks was recorded on video-
tapely, a'passer-by and broad-
cast.p^tiopwide.



U.S. to Review
' J

Complaints

of Brutality
By RONALD J. OSTROW
TIMES STAFF WRITER

WASHINGTON—Triggered by the videotaped 1

police beating of a Los Angeles motorist, Atty. Gen.;
Dick Thornburgh Thursday ordered an unprece-

• dented nationwide review’ of police brutality com-;

;

plaints filed with federal authorities over the last six
'

years to determine whether they show a pattern of’

;

police misconduct. • -

,
, 1

Law. enforcement officers "must be among the ^

first to assure the observance of the civil rights and
'

civil liberties of all citizens/' Thornburgh said after'

. meeting with two senior members of the Congres-
sional Black Caucus who urged .him to investigate
what they alleged is "systemic police abuse in Los
Angejes.” '

./ .

‘

John B. Dunne, assistant attorney general for civil

rights/said that his division will conduct the review
“in-house”—studying about 15,000 complaints

J

I

brought to U.S. attorneys, the FBI and the Justice

Department—without trying to -examine files of
police departments around the country. .

f \
h,I)unnS;^aid|iri an interview that a previous court:

:
i

,
rdling:h^ established that “we had.np,authoriiy;toi

j

conduct a fishing expedition' or convene a* grand

‘

jury” to investigate a general allegation of systemic <

violations of civil rights.
' "'1

He said, however, that the FBI is continuing with
its investigation of the March 3 beating of RodneyG.

,

King, despite a policy that such federal inquiries
^

normally are%suspended once it; is clear .that local/ >

Authorities are proceeding vigorously in the case.
‘

&

j

“This is not a standard ckse/
1 Dunne said,

referring to “what I saw in the full [video] tape of

thebeating.” Another source close to the investiga-.

tion said that the full-scale FBI involvement was
justified by the case's notoriety and the tape's value 1

as evidence.
* '

* The caucus members are understood to have I

pushed primarily for a Justice Department investi-

gation of what .they see as systemic police brutality

in ' the Los Angeles area. But Thornburgh's an-
nouncement focused on a nationwide review 'be-.;*

cause, as one source explained, he “did not want to

target Los Angeles.”
Thornburgh also directed the Justice Depart-

ment's research arm to -determine if any correlation

exists between the incidence of police brutality and
the presence or absence of police department
training programs and internal procedures to deter
such brutality.

. Rep. John Conyers (D-Mich.), a senior member of

the Congressional Black Caucus, expressed satisfac-

tion with the attorney general's announcement.
Please see REVIEW, A31
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Continued from A3
'4 Conyers and Rep. Edolphus Towns
* (D-N.Y.), caucus chairman, met
Thursday with Thornburgh,
Dunne and other Justice Depart-
ment officials.

“We are on our way to relieving

v the crisis of confidence [in the

;
police] that now exists,” Conyers

* said. “I see this as a way to expunge
"a national problem from our law
enforcement system. It isn't often

we get a case that leaves so little to

question, so few defenses ' to be
raised.”

In addition to the Justice Depart-
ment review, Conyers said that he

.

is asking Congress’ investigating

arm, the General Accounting Of-
fice, to examine police brutality

and the federal response. Conyers
is expected to meet with GAO
officials today to discuss the scope
of the inquiry.

Dunne said that the department,
U.S. attorneys and the FBI have
been receiving about 2,500 police

brutality allegations annually and
that only about 2% of them turn
.out to have sufficient evidence to

be presented to a grand jury.

And only about two-thirds of

that small percentage result in

grand juries returning indictments,

Dunne noted. ' Convictions “even
then” are hard to come by, he said,

“because men and women sitting in

that [jury] box don't want to be-
heveJLihai^
comffiitttheAUege.dahts„„j L

F i$n 20 1991
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At Least 4 Officers

Police probe: Grand
jury goes beyond Gates’

recommendation that

three be prosecuted and 12

be disciplined..

By LESLIE BERGER
and TRACY WOOD
TIMES STAFF WRITERS

At least four Los Angeles police
officers were indicted Thursday by
a county grand jury investigating
the videotaped attack on a motorist *

who had been stopped for speed-
ing.

The indictments were sealed and
the precise allegations and number
of indictments issued by- the grand
jury were not known.

' According to their attorneys and
a law enforcement source, four of i

the 15 officers present at the
beating were indicted and were
ordered to surrender in court to-
day.

.
The 23-member panel began

hearing evidence Monday in the
case, which came to light when'

a

bystander at the early morning '

March 3 incident in Lake View !

Terrace presented a homemade
videotape to a Los Angeles televi-
sion station.

The images of uniformed officers
repeatedly kicking and striking a
prone, unarmed man have sparked
outrage nationwide and prompted
calls for the ouster of Los Angeles
Police Chief Daryl P. Gates.
At least 400 people turned out

Thursday for a Police Commission i

hearing, heckling Gates and cheer-
f

ing a succession of black communi-
ty leaders and residents who called
for his dismissal. Gates, who sat

« RELATED STORIES: A3, A31

somberly through the session, later
repeated his intention to remain as
chief of the 8,300-member depart-
ment.

All 15 officers present at the
assault on Rodney G. King, a
25-year-old Altadena construction
worker who is on parole after a
robbery conviction, have been re-

Please see BEAT, A31
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Continued from A1
moved from active field duty by
Gates. On Thursday, King's doctor
and city officials denied a wide-
spread rumor, spread largely by
word of mouth, that King had died
during surgery.

' Federal officials, meanwhile,
said the FBI is pressing ahead with
its investigation of the incident

'
. despite what appears to be a vigor-

ous local inquiry.

John Dunne, assistant U.S. at-
torney general for civil rights, said

< that although the FBI usually sus-
pends investigations into such
matters, as the King case if local

; law enforcement response is
- strong, "this is not a standard

case," based on "what I saw- in the
» full tape of the beating." >

f: The case has carried racial over-
.. tones because King is black and the
t attacking officers white. King suf-

fered numerous injuries in the
attack. He was held in custody for
three days before prosecutors de-
termined there were no grounds to

' press allegations that he had evad-
' ed police in a high -speed chase.

The -grand jury acted on evi-
dence presented in secret sessions

" by Deputy Dist. Atty. Terry White.
Witnesseses included the man who

? made the videotape from a nearby
*

5

balcony, bystanders from the same
& apartment building,, a Los Angeles
j* Unified School District police offi-

& cer who was present, and at least
* two Los Angeles police officers. 1

$ Hrhe central piece of evidence,
j

;

4 X however, is the videotape. In
: the two- minute tape, the sergeant

\
is shown holding a stun gun from
which a barb had been shot into
King early, in the incident. As he

B

% and others watch, at least three -

officers appear to take turns kick-
, ing -King and beating him with

'
, nightsticks. Gates said the man was

struck more than 50 times.

*
- The grand jury exceeded the

!;• scope of Gates’ recommendation

p:
’

that only three officers be prose-

t ; cuted. Although Gates had singled

l . out the sergeant with the stun gun 1

j* for criticism—saying that he

.should have controlled his offi-

‘ cers—and vowed to take adminis-
j

i" • trative disciplinary actions against

all 15 officers, the chief did not
(

1^1 believe there was cause to crimi-

j
nally prosecute the 14-year veter

-

an.
* 'I

K* i According to their attorneys, the
,(

px < officers.ordered to appear in court
(

fed are Sgt. Stacey Koon; 40; veteran
j

Pgf Officers Ted Briseno, 38, and Lau-

pf * rence Powell, 28, and Timothy

|
‘ Wind, 30, a rookie still on-probation.

^ A .law enforcement source said all

fourC^erelindicted, ,.and attorneys^

fep for;Kqon and Powell confirmed that : -

fpS. their clients face prosecution.
*'

- • None of the four attorneys con-

tacted^ The Times said they had

been told what charges ’would be

pressed against their clients. All

were told to report to Department

100 of- the Los Angeles Criminal'

Courts building at 1:30 p.m.

"They just said be here," said

Paul DePasquale, Wind’s lawyer.

Whether any of the other 11

officers were indicted * was not
i

'known. The four who were indict-

ed had been identified earlier- as

the first officers to be removed
*

. from field duty after the incident.
: The grand jury’s action came
hours after a tumultuous meeting

of the Los Angeles Pbiice Com-
mission, a special session for which

- an open invitation had been ex-

j

Isimizs)

UAP.3P 199
i

ra - lob A i /.

rwj



tended to anyone with an opinion
on the King beating.

Gates sat stoically through the
three-hour session, which was fre- ,

quentiy interrupted by chants of ;

“Justice! Justice!” and “Daryl
Gates must* go!” Later, the chief

held an impromptu news confer-
ence, declaring some of the criti-

cism “poppycock.”
Although Gates has said there is

no evidence that the beating was
racially motivated, the long line of

witnesses at the hearing was drawn
mainly from the city's African-
American community and its lead-

ers.

"I'm here today as a black man,”
said Assemblyman Curtis Tucker Jr.

(D-Inglewood), “and I’m here today ,

to ask Chief Gates a question: How
long? How long willthis.continue to

go on in our community?”
* Black people, Tucker said*, are
afraid when they are pulled over
by the police: “They don't know

*

whether justice will be meted out,.'

or whether a judge, jury and execu- :

tioner is pulling up behind
•them... . . How can we respect a
department that does, not respect
us?” .

’ v
*

‘

i

Danny Bakewell, leader of the- ]

civic group Brotherhood Crusade,
|

received one of the crowd’s many *

standing ovations when he de-
clared: “The people are sick and
tired of this! We are not going to let

black people be brutalized in our
'

community. . . . You take an oath
to protect and serve but when you

'

go to the black community all you
do is abuse.”

L

The meeting, held in the 450-seat

auditorium at Parker Center, the

Police Department's downtown
headquarters, was standing-room
only. Outside the Police Department
building, several hundred protesters

picketed, shouting through bull-

horns and carrying signs such as one
that read: “LAPD—Humans Need
Not Apply.”

Inside, while they were waiting

for the commission and Gates to

arrive, the crowd erupted into

chants of “Hey, hey! Ho, ho! Daryl
Gates has got to go!” The chanting
continued, growing louder and
louder until it became thunderous
as Gates and the commissioners
entered the room.

L ater, they cheered, wildly' as a

representative of an association

of black lawyers told the commis-
sion that—despite the widespread
belief that Gates is virtually im-
mune to firing because of the city's

CiviKServicq. systemTrthe panel
does have the "right to -discipline,

suspend or remove the chief*.

.

.
Quoting' from the City Charter,

•Geoffrey T. Gibbs, a lawyer with
the John M. Langston Bar Assn.,

told the citizens panel that the

board may remove Gates for “in-

competency, dishonesty, discour-

tesy or neglect of duty.” While
noting that Gates is entitled to a

hearing before the Civil Service

Commission, Gibbs said the board
may discipline the chief in the

same manner that he disciplines his

own officers.

“Rodney Glenn King is fighting

to restore his eyesight and regain a

normal life,” Gibbs said as the
crowd applauded. “We see no rea-

son why the commission should
hesitate to make Chief Daryl F.

Gates fight to keep his job.”

At his news conference, Gates •

made a plea for his supporters to

send letters to the Police Depart-

ment. The chief said he was wor-

ried that the rank-and-file officers

would become demoralized after

seeing the hearing on television.

“I'm not asking them to support

me,” Gates said. “I'm asking them
to send in support for the Los

Angeles Police Department. I pan
take care of myself.”

There was no action by the

Police Commission on Thursday,

nor'was any expected. Commission

Vice President Melanie Lomax said

at the outset that the meeting was

intended to give the public a

chance to voice its concerns about

what she called “this tragic affair.”

At the end of the meeting, she said

the commission would take more

testimony at its regular meeting

next Thursday.
‘

;
The commission, which current-

ly has two vacancies, is appointed

by Mayor Tom Bradley and has the

'

authority to change departmental

policies and practices. .Lomax said

the community's views will be- !

come part of the commission's

investigation into police training,

tactics and whether a pattern of

police brutality exists in minority

communities. Bradley requested

the investigation in the wake of the

King beating.

, Times staff writers Sheryl Stolberg,

Hector Tobar and Lois Timnick contrib-

uted to this report.
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FALSE RUMOR OF KINGtS
Titte: DEATH RACES THROUGH

CITY

By LOUIS SAHAGUN .

and TINA ANIMA •

TIMES STAFF WRITERS

In a phenomenal indication of

the citywide attention riveted on
the Rodney King case, an unfound-
ed rumor that the police beating
victim had died on. a hospital

operating table exploded across

town Thursday, from homes 'to

hospitals, from -factories to high-
rise stock brokerage firms.

The midday rumor, spread
largely by word of mouth, was
denied by King’s doctor and-by city

officials.

It was not clear how the rumor
started. King underwent surgery of

an unspecified nature Thursday.* -

“As of 1:30 [p.m.], he was very
much alive and well,” said Dr.

Alvin
/
Reiter,

.
a facial and neck

surgeon who performed the opera-
tion.

The rumor's volatility was such
*

* that Mayor Tom Bradley at noon
? issued an extraordinary advisory

discounting the report: “Mayor
1 Tom Bradley . . called Steven

^
Lerman, Mr. King's attorney, who
reports that the operation is fin-

ished and that Mr. King is present-

ly in recovery in good condition.”
'

' Nonetheless, newspaper, televi-

sion and radio newsrooms across

the city were besieged by urgent

inquiries. The Los .Angeles Times
alone received more than 100 calls

between 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. from
people ranging from rocket engi-

neers to sheriff's deputies.

Some callers said they heard the

rumor on two radio stations and
one television news affiliate. Con-
tacted by The Times, however,
hews directors at all three denied

having reported that King had
died.

A call to The Times from 41-

year-old Jackie Smith of Watts
was typical.

,

“A woman called me and sqid

* that Mr. King died on the operating

table. Is this true?” asked Smith,

who works as a volunteer at #ie

Brotherhood Crusade -office Jn
South-Central Los Angeles. “The
woman - said she heard from r a

friend who heard it on the news.”

A similar call to The Times caipe

from Glen Stevens, 60, who said

the rumor was “sweeping” through

his stock brokerage firm in dowp-
town LosAngeles. * *.*->
“The rumor came through

>
a

\ broker who heard from a- client

that King died while undergoing

restorative facial surgery,” Ste-

vens said. “I just thank dear Gpd
- -that it is not a hot August night.”
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4 officers
indicted in
beating

By Paul Pringle

COPLEY NEWS SERVICE

A county grand jury indicted four officers

Thursday in the videotaped beating of motorist

Rodney King.
* The indictments were sealed and specific alle-

gations and number of charges issued by the

- grand jury were not known. The indictments

were to be unsealed today.

The officers ordered to appear in court are Sgt.

Stacey Koon, 40; along with Officers Ted Bri-

seno, 38; Laurence Powell, 28; and Timothy

.Wind, 30, a rookie still on probation.

: Word of the federal inquiry — which may
examine an incident in Pacific Palisades — and

the indictments came as hundreds of angry civil

rights activists gathered in downtown Los Ange-

les to demand the ouster of Los Angeles Police

Chief Daryl Gates over the beating of King, who
is black, at the hands of white officers.

Prompted by the mounting national outrage

concerning the King beating, Attorney General
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Dick Thornburgh an-

nounced in Washington,

D.C., that the Justice De-

partment’s Civil Rights

Division will pore over

the estimated 15,000 po-

lice brutality complaints

it received from across

the country during the

past six years.

The attorney general

said rejected and pending

complaints will be re-

viewed not for the pur-

pose of filing charges in

specific cases, but to

“discern if any pattern of

misconduct is apparent” in the police depart-

ments.

Typical of the complaints, other federal offi-

cials said, iB one concerning the ejection laBt year

of 31 black and Latino teen-agers from Will

Rogers State Park in Pa-

cific Palisades by -Los

Angeles police and state

rangers. The officers al-

legedly ridiculed the

youths and told them to

“go back to their own
parks,” according to Los

Angeles attorney Carol

Watson, who represents

the teens in a lawsuit.

Another local com-
plaint involves the 1987

death of Stewart Vigil,

29, of Lomita, who died

outside County Harbor-

UCLA Medical Center

after a struggle with a dozen police officers. The

fisiiss .ram
Vigil, whose body showed traces of metham-

•phetamine, had been picked up for wandering

FBI/iDOJ



through a busy intersection.

The Coroner’s Office later ruled Vigil’s death a

homicide. A civil lawsuit on behalf of his survi-

vors is set to go to trial this fall, said attorney

Stephen Yagman, who added that the Justice

Department never responded to his complaint

alleging civil rights violations.

Other than the Los Angeles Police Department -

— which one black legislator said Thursday in*

eludes “urban terrorists” in its ranks — the local

agencies whose conduct will be examined in the

inquiry were not identified by Thornburgh nor

other federal officials. But it was believed that

most big-city police and sheriffs departments are

on the list.

/The Justice Department probe is the broadest'

yet to follow the March 3 attack on King, who

suffered 11 skull fractures, a broken leg,

numerous cuts and possible damage to

his heart muscle and brain.

;>After being stopped for speeding in

the San Fernando Valley, King^ was

clubbed and kicked more than 60 times,

. shocked with a Taser gun and hogtied.

‘'Three officers used their nightsticks and

; feet on King while 12 others watched.

v Surgery successful

The 25-year-old construction worker,

.who is on parole for robbery, underwent

successful surgery Thursday for one of

the skull fractures.

The county grand jury investigating

;r.the beating since Monday returned the

indictment late Thursday. District At-
’ torney Ira Reiner scheduled a news con-

ference today to discuss the grand jury

‘probe.
' The key evidence examined by the 23

grand jurors is the two-minute home
•’.videotape shot by plumber George Holli-

-'\dey, who witnessed the King beating

from across the street.

. Thornburgh did not say whether the

Justice Department inquiry would focus

on contentions that police brutality of-

ten is motivated by racism, although
^ several pending complaints do involve

charges of police enmity for blacks and

Hispanics. . .

Thornburgh said individual criminal

allegations of federal civil rights viola-

tions by police — including the King

case — will continue to be investigated

separately by the FBI.

During a boisterous Los Angeles Ponce

Commission hearing on the beating, civil

rights activists and black legislators

charged Thursday that the incident re-

flected a longstanding pattern of rac-

ism-fueled brutality by the LAPD, for*

which they squarely blamed Gates. The

3V2-hour hearing was broadcast live by

'Cable News Network.

'JfDaryl Gates needs to go!” declared

Jjbhn Mack, president of the Los Angeles

lUrban League.

t The 300 people who jammed into the

;commission hearing room, along with

*200 other placard-waving demonstrators,

•who gathered outside, cheered wildly in

!agreement when Mack said there is a

brutality by some — not all, but some
»_ police officers against African-Ameri-

can males in particular.”

*v4Jates, who has condemned the King

Seating and termed it an “aberration,”

Jsat in grim silence at the commission

jdais, hiB eyes often downcast. Afterward,

the repeated his vow not to resign the job

the. has held for 13 controversy-filled

{years.

;
“Anyone who thinks I’m going to slink

’•away is absolutely wrong,” Gates said,

describing the raucous hearing “an in-

Steresting experience.”

I Assemblyman Curtis Tucker Jr./D-In-

glewood, who is chairman of the Legisla-

ture’s Black Caucus, told the commis-

sion that since the King beating, Los
Angeles motorists stopped by police offi-

cers “don’t know if justice will be meted
out or if a judge, jury and executioner is

pulling up behind him.”

Others at the hearing ranged from a

68-year-old man who claimed he was
beaten by police during a traffic Btop 33

years ago to anti-abortion activists who
have accused the LAPD of roughing

them up during protests.

“These are conservative white faces!”

Susan Carpenter McMillian, spokes-

woman for the Right to Life League of

Southern California, screamed at Gates,

who is white and active in Republican

politics. “This is a pro-life Republican

demanding you step down!”

Only two of the 39 people who testi-

fied before the commission defended

Gates, but they were quickly shouted

down. One, 66-year-old Lynn Exe, left

the podium to catcalls and accusations

that she “burned crosses on folks’

lawns!”

The mayor-appointed police panel -su-

pervises Gates, but the chief enjoyB civil

service protection from firing unless he

is found to have engaged in gross mis-

conduct
Commissioners have said the circum-

stances of the King beating do not meet
the legal standard for Gates’ dismissal,

although groups like the National Asso-

ciation for the Advancement of Colored

People disputed that Thursday.

NAACP leaders at the hearing said

Gates has engaged in gross misconduct

by failing to supervise the use of force

by officers as well as by making “intem-

perate statements” during the years.

The local NAACP president, Joseph

Duff, appealed to Gates to “become the

leader for peace in this community, not

the leader for war.”



• •

In the past, Gates has sparked public

outrage when he said black suspects may
die from police chokeholds because they

do not breath like “normal people,” that

Hispanic officers may be “lazy,” and
that casual drug users should be sum-
marily shot. He also has ridiculed feder-

al juries for awarding monetary damages

to victims of police abuse.

The city has paid $10 million in such

awards in the past year, and King is

expected to file a multimillion-dollar

lawsuit.

Gates said after Thursday’s commis-

sion hearing that “there’s no cause^ to

fire me,” adding “I resent the implica-

tion that I am somehow a racist. I have

always resented that. I am not.”

The chief also said he welcomed the

Thornburgh-ordered review. “Bring on

his investigators,” Gates said. “Take a

look. We’ve very proud of what we have

done.”

Contributing to this article were Cop-

ley News Service writers Norma Meyer
and Gale Holland.
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U.S. to Review

<

Complaints

ofBrutality
* By RONALDJ.OSTROW

TIMES STAFF WRITER

WASHINGTON—Triggered by the videotaped

police beating of a Los Angeles motorist, Atty. Gen.

“Dick Thornburgh Thursday ordered an unprece-

dented nationwide review of police brutality com-

plaints filed with federal authorities over the last six

years to determine whether they show a pattern of

police misconduct.

Law enforcement officers “must be among the

first to assure the observance of the civil rights and

.civil liberties of all citizens,” Thornburgh* said after

" meeting with two senior members of the Congres-

sional Black Caucus who urged him to investigate

- what they alleged is “systemic police abuse in Los

;
Angeles.”

v John R. Dunne, assistant attorney general for civil

^•rights, said that his division will conduct the review

^
“in-house”—studying about 15,000 complaints

^'brought to U.S. attorneys, the FBI and the Justice

..Department—without trying to examine files of

“ {police departments around the country.

\
Dunne said in an interview that a previous court

*
1

ruling has established that “we had no authority to

conduct a fishing expedition or convene a grand

'jury” to investigate a general allegation of systemic

. Violations of civil rights.

He said, however, that the FBI is continuing with

its investigation of the March 3 beating of Rodney G.

King, despite a policy that such federal inquiries

normally are suspended once it is clear that local

authorities are proceeding vigorously in the case.

“This is not a standard case,“ Dunne said,

! referring to “what I saw in the full [video] tape of

the beating.” Another source close to the investiga-
‘ ^tion said that the full-scale FBI involvement was
’justified by the case’s notoriety and the tape’s value

* [as evidence.
*- The caucus members are understood to have

pushed primarily for a Justice Department investi-

gation of what they see as systemic police brutality

in the Los Angeles area. But Thornburgh’s an-

nouncement focused on a nationwide review be-
* cause, as one source explained, he “did not want to

* target Los Angeles.”

! Thornburgh also directed the Justice Depart-

» iment’s research arm to determine if any correlation

: ^exists between the incidence of police brutality and

; -the presence or absence of police department

. training programs and internal procedures to deter

'
;such brutality.

; Rep. John Conyers (D-Mich. ) , a senior member of

'the Congressional Black Caucus, expressed satisfac-

tion with the attorney general's announcement.
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Conyers and Rep. Edolphus Towns
(D-N.Y.), caucus chairman, met
Thursday with Thofftburgh,
Dunne and other Justice Depart-
ment officials. * ^

'

“We are on our way to relieving

the crisis of confidence [in the

police] that now exists,” Conyers
said. “I see this as a way to expunge .

ia national problem from pur law

6

>rcement system. It isn’t often

%et a case that leaves so little to

stion, so few defenses to be
sd.”

*
-

i addition to the Justice Depart-
it review, Conyers said that he
sking Congress’ investigating *

,
the General Accounting Of-
to -examine police brutality

and the federal response. Conyers
1

is expected to meet with GAO
officials today to discuss the scope
of the inquiry.

Dunne said that the department,
U.S. attorneys and the FBI have
been receiving about 2,500 police
brutality allegations annually and
that only about 2% of them turn
out to have sufficient evidence to

- be presented to a grand jury.
And only about two-thirds of

that small percentage result in

grand juries returning indictments,
Dunne noted. Convictions “even
then” are hard to come by, he said,

“because men and women sitting in

that [jury] box don’t want to be-
lieve” that police officers would
commit the alleged acts.

FBI/ DOJ
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At Least 4 Officers^

Indicted inBeating
Police probe: Grand

jury goes beyond Gates’

recommendation that

three be prosecuted and 12

be disciplined.

By LESLIE BERGER
and TRACY WOOD
TIMES STAFF WRITERS

At least four Los Angeles police

officers were indicted Thursday by
a county grand jury investigating

the videotaped attack on a motorist

who had been stopped for speed-

ing.

The indictments were sealed and
the precise allegations and number
of indictments issued by the grand
jury were not known.

According to their attorneys and
a law enforcement source, four of

the 15 officers present at the

beating were indicted and were
ordered to surrender in court to-

day.

. The 23-member panel began
hearing evidence Monday in the

case, which came to light when a
bystander at the early morning
March 3 incident in Lake View
Terrace presented a homemade
videotape to a Los Angeles televi-

sion station.

The images of uniformed officers

repeatedly kicking and striking a

prone, unarmed man have sparked
outrage nationwide and prompted
calls for the ouster of Los Angeles
Police Chief Daryl F. Gates.

At least 400 people turned out

Thursday for a Police Commission
hearing, heckling Gates and cheer-

ing a succession of black communi-
ty leaders and residents who called

for his dismissal. Gates, who sat

' « RELATED STORIES: A3, A31

i somberly through the session, later

;
repeated his intention to remain as

chief of the 8,300-member depart-

; ment.
v All 15 officers present at the
^assault on Rodney G. King, a
* 25-year-old Altadena construction
> worker who is on parole after a
. **nhhprv nrmxjirtii-m Vioun Kcmn

KEN LUBAS / Los Angeles Times

LAPD Chief Gates at hearing.
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^Tnoved from active field duty by

y Gates. On Thursday, King’s doctor
® and .city officials denied a wide-
-spread rumor, spread largely .“by
r*word of mouth, that King had died

during surgery.

FBI LOS ANGELES

sv Federal officials, meanwhile,
- said the FBI is pressing ahead with

*',its investigation of the incident

--despite what appears to be a vigor-

ous local inquiry.

L'f John* Dunne, assistant U.S. at-

-itorney general for civil rights, said

<£4hat although the FBI usually sus-

pends investigations into such
-*matters as the King case if local

b'law enforcement response is

;%;strong, "this is not a standard

j^case,” based on “what I sawjn the
1

v-full tape of the beating.”

} "- The case has carried racial over-

stones because King is black and the

^attacking officers white. King suf-

fered numerous injuries in the

attack. He was held in custody for

three days before prosecutors de-

: -Hermined there were no grounds to

Impress allegations that he had evad-
(Si'ed police in a high-speed chase,

i

* The grand jury acted on evi-

!bf
jdence presented in secret sessions

;
Dy Deputy Dist. Atty. Terry White.

:^Witnesseses included the man who
;
r.-made the videotape from a nearby

;

balcony, bystanders from the same
^.apartment building, a Los Angeles
;>Unified School District police offi-

cer who was present, and at least

£
two Los Angeles police officers.

s

The central piece of evidence,

however, is the videotape. In

fthe .two-minute tape, the sergeant

As shown holding a stun gun from
which a barb had been shot into

King early in the incident. As he



;.and others watch, at least three

• officers appear to take turns kick-

ing King and beating him with
? nightsticks. Gates said the man was

i struck more than 50 times,

r The grand jury exceeded the

^
scope of Gates’ recommendation

’* that only three officers be prose-

i; cuted: Although Gates had singled

^
out the sergeant with the stun gun

rfor criticism— saying that he
^should have controlled his offi-

cers—and vowed to take adminis-
: trative disciplinary actions against

all 15 officers, the chief did not
> believe there was cause to crimi-

i nally prosecute the 14-year veter- .

f an.

[ According to their attorneys, the

: officers ordered to appear in court

*are Sgt.. Stacey Koon, 40; veteran

?
Officers Ted Briseno, 38, and Lau-
rence Powell, 28, and Timothy

[

Wind, 30, a rookie still on probation.

'

[
A law enforcement source said all

Tour were indicted, and attorneys

f
for Koon and Powell confirmed that

; their clients face prosecution. .

:
' None of the four attorneys con-

t tacted by The Times said they had

\
been told what charges would be

' pressed against their clients. All

i were told to report to Department

; 100 of the Los' Angeles Criminal

Courts building at 1:30 p.m.
> “They just said be here,” said

| Paul DePasquale, Wind’s lawyer.
i Whether any of the other 11

-officers were indicted was not

i known. The four who were indict-

t'ed had been identified earlier as
> the first officers to be removed
I from field duty after the incident. .

I The grand jury’s action came
I hours after a tumultuous meeting

|
of the Los Angeles Police Com-

I mission, a special session for which

fan open invitation had been ex-

tended to anyone with an opinion
on the King beating.

Gates sat stoically through the
three-hour session, which was fre-

quently interrupted by chants of
“Justice! Justice!” and “Daryl
Gates must go!” Later, the chief
held an impromptu news confer-
ence, declaring some of the criti-

cism “poppycock.”
Although Gates has said there is

no evidence that the beating was
racially motivated, the long Une of
witnesses at the hearing was drawn
mainly from the city's African-
American community and its lead-
ers.

“I’m here today as a black man,”
said Assemblyman Curtis Tucker Jr.

(D-Inglewood), “and I’m here today
to ask Chief Gates a question: How
long? How long will this continue to

go on in our community?”
Black people, Tucker said, are

afraid when they are pulled over,
by the police: “They don’t know
whether justice will be meted out,

or whether a judge, jury and execu-
tioner is pulling up behind
them. . . How can we respect a
department that does not respect
us?”

Danny Bakewell, leader of the
civic group Brotherhood Crusade,

’ received one of the crowd’s many
standing ovations when he de- •

dared: “The people are sick and
tired of this! We are not going to let

black people be brutalized in our
*-• community. . . . You take an oath

to protect and serve but when you
go to the black community all you

. do is abuse.”

The meeting, held in the 450-seat
auditorium at Parker Center, the
Police Department’s downtown
headquarters, was standing-room .

-only. Outside the Police Department
building, several hundred protesters

picketed, shouting through bull-
- horns and carrying signs such as one
that read: “LAPD—Humans Need

. Not Apply.”

Inside, while they were waiting
for the commission and Gates to
arrive, the crowd erupted into
chants of “Hey, hey! Ho, ho! Daryl
Gates has got to go!” The chanting
continued, growing louder and
louder until it became thunderous
as Gates and the commissioners
entered the rodm.

L ater, they cheered wildly as a
representative of an association

of black lawyers told the commis-
sion that—despite the widespread
belief that Gates is virtually im-
mune to firing because of the city’s
-Civil Service system—the panel
does have the right to discipline,

suspend or remove the chief. ..

.

Quoting from the City Charter,
Geoffrey T. Gibbs, a lawyer .with
the John M. Langston Bar Assn.,
told the citizens panel that the

‘ board may remove Gates for “in-
competency, dishonesty, discour-
tesy or neglect of duty.” While
noting that Gates is entitled to a

f hearing before the Civil Service
; Commission, Gibbs said the board
' may discipline the- chief in the
.
same manner that he disciplines his

’ own officers.

“Rodney Glenn King is fighting

. to restore his eyesight and regain a
r normal life,” Gibbs said as the
crowd applauded. “We see no rea-

' son why the commission should
hesitate to make Chief Daryl P.

' Gates fight to keep his job.”

?
At his news conference, Gates

: made a plea for his supporters to
L-^send letters to the Police Depart-

ment. The chief said he was wor-
ried that the rank-and-file officers

would become demoralized 4 after
seeing the hearing on television,

“I’m not asking them to support
me,” Gates said. “I’m asking 'them
to send in support for the Los
Angeles Police Department. I can
take care of myself.”
There was no action by the

Police Commission on Thursday,
nor was any expected. Commission
Vice President Melanie Lomax said

at the outset that the meeting was
intended to give the public a
chance to voice its concerns about
what she called “this tragic affair.”

,
At the end of the meeting, she said

the commission would take more
testimony at its regular meeting
next Thursday.
The commission, which current

-

ly has two vacancies, is appointed
‘ by Mayor Tom Bradley and has the

authority to change departmental
policies and practices. Lomax said

the community’s views will be-
come part of the commission’s
investigation into police training,

tactics and whether a pattern of

police brutality exists in minority

•i communities. Bradley requested
the investigation in the wake of the

1

King beating. . ,

I Times staff writers Sheryl Stolberg,

; Hector Tobar and Lois Timnick contrib-

uted to this report.
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PERSPECTIVE ON POLICE

Who SaysTheyCan’t

Firethe Chief?

The Police Commission

does have the power and

the grounds to discipline

Gates. All it really needs

is the will.

By GEOFFREY TAYLOR GIBBS

The follotoing is from a statement made
on behalf of the John M. Langston Bar
Assn., which represents about 900'Afri-

can-American attorneys in the Los An-
geles area, at Thursday's Los Angeles

Police Commission hearing .

W e believe that the law of this

city clearly states that Chief

Gates does not enjoy civil-'

service protection with respect to the

commission’s ability to discipline him or

remove him from office, but.instead that

Chief Gates is subject to basically the

same disciplinary process as a rank-

and-file officer. Moreover, we believe

that the commission may reasonably

take such action.

The authority for our belief is in the

Los Angeles City Charter and Adminis-

trative Code and in the 1991 official

Police Department Manual.
Section 199 of the City Charter states

that the police chief is subject in ap-

pointment to the charter’s Civil Service

provisions, but that the separate provi-

sions regarding police officer discipline

“shall apply to the chief of police with

•respect to his right to office. . .and the

proceedings for his removal, suspension

and discharge.”

Section 22.216 of the administrative

code sets forth specific.grounds for the

discipline of the chief of police and
provides that the commission has sole

power to determine those grounds.

“Failure on [the chief’s] part to comply

with [the commission's] instructions or

incompetence, dishonesty, discourtesy

or neglect of duty, as determined by the

commission, shall constitute adequate

grounds for [the chief’s removal] . . .

Members of the commis-
sion, we ask: Can you not

reasonably find that Daryl

Gates has been discourteous

to the citizens of Los Angeles?
Allow us, then, to argue to

the commission that if you so

choose, you may reasonably

discipline—remove, suspend
or otherwise punish—Chief
Gates for violation of the spe-

cific laws of this city.

We were pleased to share this infor-

mation with a few community leaders

Wednesday and we are pleased to share

it with the entire city of Los Angeles
today. This, members of the commission,

is the case against Daryl Gates.

First, the commission may reasonably

determine that Chief Gates has failed to

follow its instructions. In 1982, this

commission officially reprimanded Chief

Gates for remarking that “some blacks”

may be more susceptible to chokeholds

than “normal people.” A reprimand is

also an instruction to avoid repeating the

censured behavior. Chief Gates has

made so many similar statements since

1982 that we will not bother to recite all

of them here. He has therefore clearly

failed to follow the commission's in-

structions.

Second, the commission may reason-

ably determine that Chief Gates has

demonstrated incompetence in the man-
agement of the department. The taxpay-

ers had to pay more than $8 million in

claims against the Police Department

.
last year. The State Department of Fair

Employment arid Housing found that
' the department discriminates against its

Latino officers.

Chief Gates has created a climate in

which brutality by a small minority of

his department is tolerated, if not en-

couraged. The commission has the right

to ask whether these facts are consistent

with the competent management of the

department.

Third, the commission may reason-

ably
t
conclude that Chief Gates has

demonstrated discourtesy to the citizens

of Los Angeles, who he is sworn “to

(Indicate page, name of

newspaper, city and state.)
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statement that a man arrested JLbi tl

killing of Officer Tina Kerbrat x was an
El Salvadoran drunk ... a drunk who
doesn’t belong here” -clearly violates

Section 240.15 of the police manual,
which states that “discourtesy under
any circumstance is indefensible.”

Fourth, the commission may reason-

ably conclude that Chief Gates has
neglected his duty according to Section

270.25 of the police manual, to only
make statements after using considered

judgment. Representing the city of Los
Angeles, Chief Gates testified before the

U.S. Senate that casual drug users

“should be taken out and shot.” He later

insisted that he was not being facetious.

Finally, the commission has no choice

but to conclude ’that Chief Gates has
neglected his duty, according to Section

320 of the police manual, to respect the

individual dignity of others. As this city

and the nation reacted in shock to the

brutal beating of Rodney G. King and
Mr. King lay in grave condition, perhaps
suffering permanent brain damage, this

was Chief Gates’ apology to Mr, King:

“He’s on parole. He’s a convicted robber.

In spite of the fact that he’s on parole

and a convicted robber, I’d be glad to

apologize,”

This statement in itself, implying that

the Police Department may attach a

lesser value to the life of a citizen if he is

a parolee, is so patently outrageous and
so wholly inconsistent with the duties of

a chief of police that the commission
must take action against Chief Gates for

no other reason than that he would
think he could make the statement.

We believe that the commission does

have the power to discipline Chief Gates
and does have the grounds upon which
to do so. We recognize that Chief Gates

has the right to a hearing and.the right

to appeal in'court any disciplinary action

that the commission may take. But that

is no reason to abdicate your responsi-

bility to initiate such action if you
believe as representatives of the people

of Los Angeles that it is warranted.

Thank you.
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raced disciplinary action while two others are recalled
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' a smaI1- bins’ hating the- 27-year-old manawn cop from Kansas and a kid three times in the chest, hip and
pother who followed his. older forearm.

'

fdufS ’ A “ordinS to « Police Commis-

d&icers indicted in ? •

'^*sion report, Robbins, a suspect

jffcdneygJS?
& b g °f driye-by shooting, fired an.

Teaof two* hstva V •
-

' >
AK-47 out his bathroom window

ML »

tw
°. have hlst°nes of when Koon and several other offi-^lpnnary action and two have cers surrounded his home early oh -

t
some^ time m college. One joined an August morning. .

*

^department less than* a year'
4 1 Deputy- Dist. Atty. James R. '*

• One was raised by parents 1 ': Hickey wrote in a March* 27, 1990’.
\?ho brought multiracial foster' -report ‘to'\ttid‘i*oU^
children into their home. ' *

:
‘

- "It is our estimation that a reason-'

'

j
Now they are boundby a three-'

* able' person would conclude that
minute encounter oh a dark San fhey are in danger of .great bodily •

Fernando Valley street, an, inci- * injury or death and that Sgt.
dent that could end their careers.' .

^Koon!s responsive act of* using*’

children to a nearby park and
-occasionally invited neighbors'
children along, he was also re-
membered for threatening a neigh-'
bor's pet with .a gun. The dog
owner, who asked that his name
not be used, said his dog once
jumped a fence and went into
Koon's house.

"He said he would shoot and kill

my dog if he ever came over there
again,” the man said.

. Another -woman remembered ;’

Koon standing in front of his home,’ -
:

waving his
1

nightstick the night a .

teen-age party got out of hand. '
-

Although Kooh and his wife/.
Mary, a nurse who worked at*
Henry 'Mayo Newhall Memorial *

Hospital, moved from Valencia two
*

years ago; they. still regularly at-
tend'Our Dady of. Perpetual Help

.

Roman; Catholic Church; During
Mass last Sundayrnoneof,the other *

.

parishioners: approached a solemn'
Koon , and his family; ancj; thdL

,

j
Now they are boundby a three-' able' person would conclude that parishioners: approached a soler

pinute encounter oh a dark San
' they are in danger of .great bodily • ^oon j

nd his family,, and'

t

Jernando Valley street, an, inci- * injury * or death and that Sgt. * family drove str^ghthome. * V
,

fent that could end their careers/ -

.
/Koori!s; responsive

;act of using*’ ;

'

(Criminally charged in the assault - lethalforce was'reasonable.” *•-
'

* V
f King,

1

an Altadena motorist, are-
5 Koon also was suspended for.five

’ • Briseno followed his older brot]

f
King/ ax1 Altadena motorist, are:
-year veteran Sgt! Stacey Cor-

npll Koon, 40; -nine-year veteran
Theodore Joseph Briseno, 38;
tjiree-year Officer Laurence' Mi-,
cpaek Powell, 28, and his partner,
rookie probationer Timothy Ed-
ward Wind, 30.

* Koon, who joined the Los Angel-
ed Police Department in August,
1976, racked up his experience in
o le of the toughest areas of the
city—the 77th Street Division

—

before joining the Foothill Division
:r the Northeast Valley.

’

In 1989, he shot and wounded a
suspect while on duty in the 77th.
Bjit the Los Angeles Police Com-

*

- iViaiYC
days, sources said. * He; did not
appeal to the department's Board

’ of Rights, so no public record of :the
case is available. .

*

. ‘Koon, a muscular man with a
.
stern demeanor, has declined to
discuss the King case.

"I'd like to talk to you, but this is
not an appropriate time,” Koon said
recently, standing in front of his

„
new tract home-in Castaic.
/Former neighbors in nearby Va-

lencia, . where Koon is active in
church and youth activities, re-
ferred to him as “standoffish” and
unsocial, a man ’whose limited en-
counters with them were often

„ unpleasant..

Although* described as a devoted
father who often took his five

1

*
. V:- r

'
. - Briseno followed his older broth- ,*

:
er from their hometown in TVIatv

' =

toon, III, to Southern California,
*

and followed him in becoming a .
-

police officer. H
Because of Ted Briseno's lack of i

>:

* military experience and his slight-*

, ness—5 feet, 9 inches tall and 140
pounds—his brother Michael said >

he had doubts that Ted would
"

make it as a police officer. But he

'

did well in the academy, according ;
to Michael Briseno, an officer for

-the city Department of Airports,
and he joined the Police Depart-

‘

ment's Foothill Division in 1982.

I
n 1987, Briseno was suspended
without pay for 66 days after

*

fellow officers testified’ during a
police Board of Rights hearing that .

-

he hit a suspect with his baton and

later kicked the man while he was
handcuffed.

j

The board found Briseno guilty
on four counts of using excessive
force in the June 14, 1987,.arrest of
the man, suspected of beating* a
child: unnecessarily striking the
suspect on the head with his baton,

* making improper remarks, kicking
the ..suspect when he was hand-
cuffed <and attempting to persuade
a rookie officer to deny that the
incident occurred. :

.

: One officer testified* that when
. the;suspect said he wanted Brisen-
°V

:

badge number, Briseno waved!
his;\baton about nine inches from 1

;

the
:

suspect's nose and* said; "I'll

give'you my badge number.up your
nose, buddy.” *

.

According to a transcript of the
hearing;. Briseno, promised not to
let*it happen again. *

. . -
; %

a little too aggressive.out
.there, jbpt I can assume you that it
will 'hot. happen, again-, ever/1 be

i said. “I apologize to th^bolrdTfor;
:,that.”' **’

;

:

'

Bris§ftd :
wals' also accused in di^

(
y°rce papers’-6f physically abusing

= his ex-wife, -^legations that* he
denied. The- couple had two chil- ,

-

;
dren. He has since remarried and

[ lives in Sepulveda with his second
- Wife, Kathy, and their two daugh-
ters, ages 7 and 9.

'

His brother Michael said last
week that Briseno had. been the

h only officer who tried to stop
; King's beating.'

v “He's getting a raw deal. He's
being persecuted,” Michael Briseno
said, charging that Ted ' Briseno
handcuffed King and placed a foot
on him only in an effort to subdue
him and prevent further beating. *

Briseno's attorney, John D. Bar-
nett, also maintained that the pa-
trolman "handcuffs Mr. King in the
video but he doesn't kick him and
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OFFICERS
Continued from A24
doesn't hit him with the baton. He
in no way abuses Mr. King.”

* *

/ X Powell, a National Honor Soci-

- , ety student at Crescenta Valley

High School, joined the Police De- .*

partment in June, 1987. Former'
neighbors in La Crescenta remem-
ber him as a round-faced, sandy-

haired youngster and a quiet, hard
worker who appeared to be taking

college classes while holding down
a job. A county marshal's son,

Powell attended Cal State North-;

ridge between 1984 and 1986, col-

lege-records show.

- JBen Schuck, who -used to live
J

across from the Powells on Pickens
. Canyon Road, recalled young Lar-

ry Powell as a responsible, mature,
teen-ager who was “always dili-

gent about things.”
>' J needed, a, hand, I could

‘always. ask him,", said Schuck/

a

Santa Paula -attorney. “L would
have trusted him without any sec-

ond thoughts."

Powell belonged to the Key Club

*

and golf team at Crescenta Valley

High School, according to a school

yearbook. He made the National

Honor Society and the California

Scholarship Federation.

Powell's parents, Carleen and
Edwin M. Powell, who have since

moved to Valencia, are remem-
bered well in their old neighbor-

hood -because they took in foster

children after Powell and his three

sisters were grown. The multira-

cial children were almost always
infants, many of them born to,

drug-addicted mothers and suffer-

ing symptoms of withdrawal,

neighbors recalled.

“She’d be up all night with them.

I remember admiring her so

much,” neighbor Cara Volkmor

said of Carleen Powell. Family

members and Powell's attorney

have declined to comment on the

case.

Wind left a small police force in

Kansas to join the Police Depart-

ment in May. Tall and slim with

dark brown hair, Wind wanted to

work with the best in his field, said

his attorney and a former coL
league.

, “Actually, the reputation in the

profession of the LAPD is that it's

the place for the best training and
'

best equipment, a well-organized *

and well-run - department,” * said

attorney Paul DePasquale. “That

was the rep he heard among his

law enforcement peers.”

Wind workedToneight years 'on

thq^fehawnee, Kan.,)Police-Depart-

ment, a 54-member force 'in a

suburb of Kansas_Ciiy, Kan; He
worked brieflyfor the Kansas City -

Police Department last year before

accepting a job with the' Los An-
geles Police Department. *

.

DePasquale said Wind had no

history of excessive force, a de-

scription confirmed by. Shawnee
Police Chief Chet Hall and Kansas

City Police Officer Rick. Arm-
strong.

DePasquale said Wind, the mar-

ried father of a toddler son, is

distraught over the King investi-' .

gation and eager tb explain his side

of the story. But DePasquale said

he has advised Wind against talk-

ing for now because “he's much tod

upset and it would just be very

much contrary to his interest.”

Wind recently bought a home in

the Santa Clarita Valley, waiting

until he graduated from the Police

Academy to make the purchase, his

former landlord said.

Although some residents of the

Santa Clarita condominium com-
plex where Wind used to rent

describe4 him as a “real nice guy!'

who was proud 'to be a police

officer, others complained that he
was arrogant, in one case, mis-

takenly accusing a resident of

playing a stereo too loudly and
ordering the man to turn it off.

When it turned out the noise was
coming from a different condomin-

ium, Wind never apologized, the

, resident said.

But another resident, who asked
‘ not to be identified, said: “Anybody
who needed -assistance in doing

something, he was the first to

volunteer. . . . Tim has the kind of

disposition that is more helpful

than aggressive.”
. ,

The resident added that He spoke

to Wind after seeing the beating on
television. *

.
. \ 4 . Jr r

“He said he was involved,” the

man said. “He was frightened. . ..

It was a short conversation because

he was’ very adamant about not

discussing his involvement. Tim is

by no"means a villain.”
f

-

Armstrong agreed, recalling, his

old community college classmate's

eagerness to work for a big police

department.
“I think there's a big difference

between being in a large city and
being in a small city,” Armstrong
said. “The things that they offer

aren’t necessarily better than
what's available here in -smaller

towns.”
Times staff writers Sonni Efron,

Tracey Kaplan, Amy Louise Kazmin and

Tracy Wood contributed to this story.
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\ t trying to get a medal or money," says Holliday* "I hope anyone would come forward in a situation like this/
J

WHEN L.A. COPS FURIOUSLY BEAT A BLACK
MOTORIST, THEY DIDN'T KNOW THEY WERE
ON GEORGE HOLLIDAY'S CANDID CAMERA

A s he went to bed on March 2, George
Holliday looked forward to attending

the Los Angeles Marathon the next day
and then a wedding. He planned to video-

tape both events with his new Sony Han-
dycam. As it turned out, Holliday, 3 1 ,

got

to use his camera a lot sooner than he in-

tended. At 1 2:30 A.M. Sunday morning he

was jolted awake by the scream of police

sirens and a helicopter buzzing over his

San Fernando Valiev apartment.

Rubbing the sleep from his eyes, he

grabbed his camcorder and began to tape

the nightmarish scene outside his second-

trouble

stoiy living room window: While more
than half a dozen police officers stood by,

at least three other cops were savagely

beating and kicking a black man who lay

helpless on the ground. At that moment,
admits Holliday, he did not fully appreci-

ate the brutality he was seeing through his

viewfinder. "It was almost like I was
watching something on a tiny television-

images more than reality." he says.

Even for a day and a half afterward,

Holliday didn't grasp the importance of

w hat he had seen. Because he heard noth-

ing on the local news about the incident.

he assumed nobody would care about his

tape. But on Monday at lunch, talking

about the episode with his wife, Eugenia,

who had witnessed part of the violence, he

couldn't help thinking that something

ought to be done. That afternoon he

called his local police precinct, described

the attack and politely inquired about the

disposition of the case. The desk officer

told him. in effect, to mind his own busi-

ness. The brush-off convinced Holliday,

who manages a plumbing business, to go
public. ”1 believe in what’s wrong and
whats right." he says. "And what hap-

Photographs by John T. Barr/Gamma-Liaison



worker who reccniiy sensed lime for a li-

quor-storc holdup, and who police

claimed had resisted arrest, was an "aber-

ration.” But critics of the LAPD, who
have long accused the department of per-

sistent brutality against minorities, vigor-

ously disagreed. “It’s not an aberration,”

says Don Jackson, a former Hawthorne,

Calif., police officer who had his head

smashed into a plate-glass window by

Long Beach police after a routine traffic

stop in January 1989. 'it’s an aberration

only in that it was videotaped.”

In defense of the officers, L.A. police

officials contended that King, ofAltade-

na, Calif., had been spotted going 1 15

mph in his Hyundai Excel on the Foot-

hill Freeway. (A Hyundai spokesman

says, however, that the unsporty Excel

has never topped 100 mph.) When offi-

cers gave chase, police say, King took

off. King insists there was no chase and

that his only offense was going 45 mph
in a 35-mph zone.

Whatever the case, the pursuing offi-

cers, none ofwhom were black, finally

surrounded King in front ofHolliday’s

apartment in Lake View Terrace. After

King emerged from the car and lay down
on the ground, say eyewitnesses, one cop

jolted him twice, apparently with a Taser

stun gun, which delivers a 50,000-volt

electric charge. Then the beating began;

all told, there were more than 55 blows

struck with metal nightsticks, and as many
as seven kicks.A team ofdoctors assem-

bled by defense lawyers for King found

that his injuries included a cracked eye

socket, a fractured cheekbone, a broken

right ankle and numerous facial lacer-

ations. Many of the fillings had been

knocked from his teeth.

Despite the outcry from civil-rights

groups, King’s wife, Crystal, sees the issue

as more domestic than racial. “I feel if he

was at home this wouldn’t have hap-

pened,” she says.A police investigation

into the incident may find broader impli-

cations. The county district attorney’s of-

fice initiated a grand-juty probe that

should conclude within roughly a week.

Lawyers for King are preparing a civil-

rights suit against the LAPD, asking un-

specified damages.

For Holliday, the episode and its after-

math have been oddly reassuring,
tc

I’ve

gotten over a thousand calls, and every-

body has been so supportive and encour-

aging,” he says (though he did receive one

death threat). “Even the police told me
that they are on my side.” —BillHewitt,

Wayne Edwards
andNancy Matsumoto in LosAngeles \

f

84
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D.A. Vows Wider
Probe ofBeating
as4 AreArraigned

V

m Justice: The sergeant who allegedly did nothing to
stop the attack and three patrolmen face felony charges.

Reiner will investigate 1 1 other officers at.the scene.'

BySHERYLSTOLBERGandLOISTIN^NKS,TiM^ESSTAFFWRrrE^s 7

Pour Los Angeles police officers were arraigned ' Friday on felony
charges stemming from the controversial videotaped beating of an
Altadena man, and the district attorney vow.ed to press ahead with a
criminal investigation of 11 other officers who witnessed the infeident but
did not intervene. '

The indicted officers—three pa- -
1

1

*

1 1 ?rm:

[

trolmen who allegedly participated X
'

‘

in the beating and a sergeant who . /
authorities say did nothing to stop

;

' £.
*

it—were each charged with one ‘

' .)> *

count of* assault with a " deadly •
.

‘
. C

weapon and one count of unneces- '

{ 1

sarily beating a suspect under color l

of authority. « '
.

'

The five-count indictment also '

i :

accuses Sgt. Stacey C. Koon and ' >
*

Officer Laurence M. Powell of
filing a false police report. Addi- *

tionally, Koon' is charged -with 1

being an accessory after the fact
;

/ -

for engaging in what Los Angeles t
•

”

j
County Dist. Atty. Ira Reiner* <

'

.

'*
_

termed “a cover-up to conceal
,j

- 4 /
from his superiors his own criminal

] \

conduct” and that of his colleagues. .
'

'

: , :

“It is a terrible moment,” Reiner
j

v.
.

1 1

told a' televised press conference i
*

-
. J

Friday,’ “and time for serious re- , . 4 .

flection when officers who have
;

-

.

sworn to uphold the law are indict-- *' '
•

ed for these most serious felonies.”

In Washingtqn, meanwhile, gov- ^
ernment sources told The Times ' i

that Justice department civil
'

rights lawyers are considering
ways to bring federal charges .

!

t
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.

- .V, L J ' **

against some of the police officers ;*

who stood by during the March 3 _ l
'

'

beating of Rodney G. King. The
~

r

{
lawyers are studying whether to' •;

move against the officers on the .

* '

grounds that they had an obliga- * :

tion to keep King.free from harm.. >
The four officers.' arraigned Fri-

day include Koon,. 40, of Castaic; •
. £ ,

•

Powell, 28, of Valencia; Timothy E. --

!

's
- Please see POLICE, A24 * ^
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.wiiii 30, of Canyon Country, and

, Theodore J. Briseno, 38,' qf Sepul-

v^da. They' did not enter. pleas.

Mai at the request of their

attorneys, Superior Court Judge

GaryKIausner ordered the four to

rjappear next Friday to answer to

'•

. Marges. ' v,
:

It was the'first time the officers

arrangements for bait $1,0(10 for,’

Koon, Powell and Find, and $5,000

for Briseno. All made bail and were

released. , ,

. Because the grandjury inquiry is

continuing, prosecutors provided

few details of the evidence against',

the officers; However, Deputy Dist

Atty, Terry White, who is prose-,

cuting the case, said Powell and

Wind used their batons during the

beating, while Briseno allegedly

kicked the victim on& Although

the videotape does not .show. him

striking King; Sgt, Koon is being

involving the California Highway

Patrol, the LAPD officers and

King. The six-minute tape reveals

that King was described by CHP

officers as .traveling “about 55

miles an hour”-10 miles over the

speed limit-as they followed’ on

Glenoaks Boulevard in Lake View

LAPD officers then took over

the pursuit. They can be heard

telling the dispatcher that’ the

white. Hyundai, stopped at a red

light .on Van Nuys Boulevard.but

right eye in its socket are perma-

nently damaged, that he has suf-

fered fractures inthe bones a.t tlie

base of his, skull and remains

confused in the wake ofthe attack.

TTie beating is being investigated

separately by the FBI, and has also

prompted U.S. Atty.' Gen, Dick

Thornburgh to order the Justice

Department to conduct a nation-

wide review of 15,000 police bru-

'

! In, Los Angeles, the beating

case number 100-7020 .beneath

’’iieirchins. -

;
Powell was accompanied by his

-father, who 'is a county marshal,,

L^PD officer. Wind arrived with:

'

-’hfs wife. Briseno and Koon were

joined only by theirlawyers.

:
'lK ressed conservatively in busi-

i/ness suits, the officers, and

tneir attorneys filed past a throng

of reporters and TV cameramen

abet^thecrime;
",

,;v

”
Ifconvicted, Koon and Powell

could be sentenced to a, maximum

of'seven years and eight months in.'

state prison. Wind faces-a maxi-

mum seven-year prison term,',

while feriseno faces a maodmum of

'

fouryears,

L
awyers for Koon, PoWell and

1

'

Wind declined comment after

Friday’s arraignment, Briseno’s

lawyer, John Barnett, said his cli-

1t is a terribid moment and time for serious reflection

.when officers who have sworn to uphold the law are

V indicted for these most serious felonies/

journey,” said Danny Bakewell,

president the Brotherhood Cr®

.
sade, an African

:
American civic

group,

The grand jury spent' Monday

through Thursday taking testimo-

ny in the case, Fourteen witnesses

testified, among them the man who

made the videotape from a nearby

. balcony, bystandere from the same*,

apartment biding, aLos Angeles

,

' Unified School District police'offi-

'

’

cer who was at the scene, at least

.

’

iwo'LAPD officers and a California

HighwayPatrol cffiwrwho parlic-

ipated in the initial chase involving
' -

King:
’: ' '

The grandjury’s indictment goes

,

beyond recommendations putforth'

’by Gates, who suggested several

days after the beating thatonly the'

; three patrolmen-and not Sgt,

Kooiwhould face criminal charg-

Criminal law experts interj

viewed Friday termed the charges

against the fo® officers tough but

the grc^hic videotape that serves

'

“He didn’tMl. King and he

didn't commit any crime,” Barnett

said.
;

The beating, captured on video-

tape by an amateur photographer,

has touched off a national furor

over police misconduct, as well as

refused to yield for, police,

'

J

The'

officers said there were “two male

blacks driving, the vehicle”, and

then called for backup. The tape

prompted Mayor Tom Bradley to

order the Police ’Commission to

investigate LAPD training and

iactics, and determine whether the-

department has shown a pattern of,

brutality against minorities, The

Boulevard and telling the dis-

patcher that “sufficient units”

were on the scene, It does not

ChiefDaryl F, Gates.

Police initially said King, a 25-

year-old unemployed construction
1

worker who is on parole after a

robbery conviction, was pulled

over by Foothill Division officers

after he led them on a chase that

reached 115 m.p.h, on the Foothill

Freeway and 80 m.p,h. on surface

The videotape, replayed over

and over again on television sta-

ling being kicked repeatedly and

struck as many as 56 times by

officerswieldingbatons,

King was held in custody for

taken to a holding cell, where they On Friday, the LAPD released a press charges against him, He suf- tion at the indictments but said confidential evidence before the

remained locked up for more than partial tape of radio transmissions fered numerous injuries; his doc- they want more officers punished, grand jury, The indictment men-

tones because King is black and the

four indicted officers are white.

. Responding to the indictment,,

the mayor said Friday: “The con-

duct of those officers on that scene

that night is the most reprehensi-.

ble thing that I’ve seen occ® in

is city. And I think that we are

now on the road to bringing to

justice those who committed the

illegalacis,”

C
ivil rights leaders, who have

been highly critical of Gates

and the LAPD, expressed satisfac-

tion at the indictments but said

chief recommended administrative

'discipline for Koon and the 11

other officers, who were at the

scene,

'

At that time; Gates said his

• detectives, who conducted
1

their

1

own criminal investigation jnto the

beating, could find no evidence

that a false police report was filed,

nor could they find any reason to

prosecute Koon, a 14-year LAPD

„ “You don’t have to be a'legaj

expert.to have watched that tape

and realized that-probably wasn’tl

'

: misdemeanor assault and battef

'taking place,” said Loyola La|

School Prof. Stanley A. Goldmard

“But attempted m®der-rtheun^

'

,
most serious.charge in thes|l£in|

;Ofcases-seemedunhkelytoo,”,|,

Defense attorney Barry Leviif

whofrequentlydefendspoliceofi

cers in criminal cases, agreed 'thl

the charges “were appropriate ar®

relevant to the conduct jjhatjjj

. coritainedin the Videotape." 1

'

P
rosecutors, said thbylook the

King case to the grand jury

because they wanted to bring it ff

a speedy trial,. and White saiij

Friday that he would like to go to

trial within 60 days, 'Under Propo'

• sition 115, passed by Califor#

.voters last year, prosecutors ma|

bypass lengthy preliminary hear*

ings by taking their cases to grand

B
ut according' to White, the

prosecutor, the grand jury de-

termined that Koon was an “aider

and abettor," Under California law,

that meant he could face the same

assault charges as the others.

Although Koon fired a Taser

stun gun dart at King, that was not

However, lawyers for the fo®

officers said during Friday’s ar-.

. raignment that they may challenge

.the constitutionality of the indict-

ments andpress fora preliminaij

'Theconstitutionalityof[Pr'opb;

sition 115] has yet to be tested;^

Barnett said in asking the judge to

permit the fo® to wait untilnext

week to enter their pleas, “We

need time to evaluate both the

the stun gun Friday, saying it was

hour as their lawyers made of the chase along surface streets tors said the bones that !\old his “This is the first leg of a longb lions only “batons and shod fe$’ Wood contributed to this story,

jury transcript.”

Times stall writers Leslie Berger,

Paul Feldman, Andrea Ford and Tracy

IMaaiJ AAh4flhniM fA tlllo fitAhi ^
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Federal Charges

Law: Justice Dept,

lawyers are investigating

whether his rights may
have been violated by

' officers who failed to .

, protect him from harm.

By RONALDJ.OSTROW .
-

r

TIMES STAFF WRITER

WASHINGTON-Justice De-
partment civil rights lawyers are
considering -ways to bring federal
charges against some of the Los.
Angeles police officers who stood
by passively during the videotaped
beating of a motorist, government
sources told The Times on Friday.
While no decision has been made*

to go before a federal grand jury,
the lawyers are studying the possi-
bility of moving against the officers
on grounds that they had a legal
obligation to keep the victim, Rod-
ney G, King, free from harm,
according to the sources who de-
clined to be named.

That' theory, based on 'Recon-
* struction Era statutes,, has been
' used primarily to prosecute jailers
who allow prisoners to beat other
inmates. .

:
;

Meanwhile, responding to U.S.

„
Atty. Gen. Dick Thornburgh's or-
der to review police brutality na-
tionwide, Justice Department civil

rights division lawyers and parale-"
gals began the prodigious task of
sifting through about 15,000 feder-

'

al files of brutality complaints to -

determine whether- any systemic

.

pattern of police abuses exists >

around the country.
,

'

Because the files—some com-
puterized and some only paper'
records—are so voluminous, the 1

;

review is likely to be time-con-*
suming.

,
And it is not likely to

result in individual indictments. / „

I
n the Los Angeles case, three
officers who allegedly took part";

. the beating of King, a 25-year- *

old Altadena construction worker
' *

who is on parole after a robbery
conviction, and a supervising ser- v
geant at the scene were indicted

‘

Thursday on state charges;

.

. Federal civil rights lawyers and .

FBI agents, working independent-
ly of the nationwide review or-
dered by Thornburgh,' are under-
stood to be focusing on a number of
the 11 other officers at the scene

.

who allegedly did nothing to stop
*\

the prolonged beating.

Federal charges could 'be,/
brought under two laws that date

J

. to the years immediately after the v

Civil War—one that bars conspira-
cy against the rights of citizens and ;

another that forbids depriving in- -

dividuals of their rights "under -

color of law," civil rights lawyers
said. , „

1

Neither -.statute specifies’ what *

rights are protected,- other than to
; *

note that they are rights or -privi-
leges secured or protected bythe

Constitution or laws of the Uriitecl

States. In past cases brought under
those statutes by Justice Depart
ment prosecutors, courts have hetyl

’ that a person has a right to be kept
free from harm and that beating

,

* someone .without just cause vioT

lates this right. ,

Any federal prosecution could
be withheld if the officers are

charged by Los Angeles authori-
ties, one source said. The source
added that. the federal-laws ma^
provide the best opportunity to

prosecute the officers. But it is ,

possible to proceed under- both
federal and state laws without
violating double jeopardy protect
tions, the source said.

‘

Discussing the overall review of
brutality, which 'will cover cbm4

\ Plaints filed with the Justice' De-
partment, the FBI and U.S. attor; ,

’ neys over the last- six years, John
R. Dunne, assistant attorney geti/
eral for civil rights, described it.as

’

“a matter of priority" and said’bis
division’s "most experienced peo*

* Pie" have been assigned to it.

' -.‘But he .declined to estimate
* whether the* process would take,

days, weeks or even months. *.

Because the records are not kepjE

by small enough geographical *

units, the first job is sorting them’

l
into areas that correspond with law
enforcement departments. The file

*

‘/reviewers are starting with the

; most recent cases * and working
their way back, Dunne said.

'
;* .

^r\ur object is not to reopen
any of these cases,” he said,;

.
noting-that only 2% of the roughly
’2*500 complaints filed annually de r/

velop. sufficient, evidence to be
'presented to a grand jury, and that*

' only, two-thirds, of those cases*
‘

;
result in indictments,

.
\ UJ, ;

/ Instead, the review will) seek -to:

determine whether the complaints
t

while in most' instances not merit/ {

ing prosecution, nevertheless re-'

,
veal a pattern of police .brutality/
Such findings could lead to iegisla-<

.
tiori or steps to help a policy.

. department- 5 undertake attitudinaf
* changes or other training to curb’
abuse, Dunne said.

. "In addition to punishing, we'
want to prevent [police abuse]," h<f
said. ’

,
<

>
. .

Thornburgh ordered
1

the review f
Thursday after he met with two!

'

senior members, of the Congres-t -

sional Black Caucus,’ Reps. EdoF 1

phus Towns (D-N.Y.), who is cau- :

cus chairman; and, John Conyers
(D-Mich.). Conyers agreed with'*

. Dunne, saying- "Prosecution Is not f

.the only issue here. We're talking 1

’

- about training and racial senMtiza^
tion-ending abuses' before* they

'

occur."
. / ‘

. .

*

If the review establishes a pat-^
tern of police -brutality/, it could'

1

*lepd Congress, to adopt -solutions
0

’ranging from, unannounced 'FBI*"
audits of suspect police depart—, -

ments to mandatory training to enST
abuses; a congressional source said$

CO CO



FD-350JRev. 5-8-81)

#
{Indicate page, name of

newspaper, city and state.)

{Mount Clipping in Space Below) LOS ANGELES TIMES
?*!e: SAT. MAR 16, 1991

"°n
'METRO SECTION, PAGE 5

THE INVESTIGATION OF A
BRUTAL BEATING

„„ .
CIVIL RIGHTS

Character:

or

Classification: 8 0— 3 3

B

Submitting Office:

LOS ANGELES
Indexing:

The Investigation ofa Brutal Beating
Initial indictments only begin to suggest thefull, dimension ofwhat happened

The first and, we trust, not the last

indictments were announced Friday
in the now nationally infamous police

beating of motorist Rodney King.
More indictments are expected, as the

‘ Los Angeles County Grand jury looks

further into the disgraceful incident.

Citizens of Los Angeles and beyond
continue to be deeply disturbed by
the beating almost two weeks after it

happened; that’s a measure of the
tremendous revulsion generated by
the videotaped pounding.
The five indictments rightly go

r beyond what Chief Daryl F. Gates
had recommended. Even so, descrip-

tions of the charges do not do justice
” to that unforgettable image of gang-
like assault now burned into the
national consciousness; they tell only

part of the story. Still, it is some story

they tell.

Charge 1: Alleges that Officers

(
Laurence Powell, Timothy Wind,

Theodore Briseno and Sgt. Stacey

Koon assaulted King by force likely

to produce great bodily injury and
with a deadly weapon. Charge 2:

Alleges that officers Powell, Wind,
Briseno and Koon “did willfully, un-
lawfully, under color of authority and
without lawful necessity assault and
beat” King. Charge 3: Alleges that

Powell “knowingly and intentionally

made statements in the [police] re-

port which he knew to be false.

Charge 4: Alleges that Koon inten-

tionally made statements he knew to

be false. Charge 5: Alleges that Koon
knew a felony had been committed
and “did harbor, conceal and aid”

Powell “with the intent that he might
avoid and escape from arrest, trial,

conviction and punishment.”
The investigation is ongoing and

the evidence-gathering is proceed-

ing. The other 11 officers present at

the beating of King also should come

under scrutiny for possible prosecu-
tion. At the federal level, Justice

Department civil rights lawyers are

considering ways to bring federal

charges against some of the officers

who stood by and watched; on some
level, such inaction could be deemed
to be as reprehensible as doing the
evil deed.

The FBI and Justice .Department
already are aggressively investigat-

ing the beating to determine if any of

the officers should be prosecuted on a
charge of violating King’s civil rights.

Federal policy typically postpones
action until state proceedings have
been completed, but because of the

outcry, parallel investigations are

proceeding, as well they should.

Prosecutions are typically and of-

ten necessarily lengthy procedures.

The defendants deserve their day in

court. But justice must be done. Court
action is one way.

ugk-ua-

FBl/DOJ
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Gates Battles to Restore

His and the LAPD’s Image;
0

Law enforcement: Chiefgoes on offensive to defuse

beating furor and its impact on the entire department.
''

ByJESSE KATZ
TIMES STAFF WRITER

As soon as the black-and-white
images of what he calls the "infa-

' mous incident” flashed across the

nation’s television screens, Daryl

Francis Gates was back on familiar

turf.

Many times in his turbulent

13-year reign as Los Angeles po-

lice chief he has been on the

defensive: the "normal people”
controversy, the "Aryan broad”
.gaffe, the "El Salvadoran drunk”
furor, the casual drug users "ought
to be taken out and shot” uproar.

This time, the stakes are higher.

Every day he has had to endure
repeated telecasts of his officers

beating an unarmed Altadena man;

he has been mercilessly heckled
and jeered; civil rights activists are

trying to oust him; newspaper ads
have branded his department a

"gang,” and many opponents have
compared him to Richard M. Nixon
in his final days.

So Gates, bolstered by a show’ of

confidence from his fellow officers

RELATED STORIES, B1 ,

and what he says are numerous
cards and calls from citizens,' has

unleashed a public relations coun-.

teroffensive aimed at restoring his

and the department’s image during

what is perhaps the most critical

episode of his four-decade career.
.

Since the tape was first aired

nearly two weeks ago, Gates has

appealed for support at a press

conference, issued a somewhat
equivocal apology, made peace
with the Salvadoran community,
appeared on "CBS This Morning,”

"Prime Time Live” and "Face the

Nation,” and, to top it off, will

address the Los Angeles chapter of

the -Public Relations’ Society of

America on Thursday.

-He has met with the mayor,

huddled with his top commanders,
welcomed a call of support from

Los Angeles County Sheriff Sher-

man Block, and written a bewil-

dered letter to columnist George F.

WiU after the right-wing word-
smith lashed out at Gates as ~a

^special problem for thoughtful

conservatives.”

1 Those who have grown accus-

tomed to sparring with him say he
has appeared surprisingly coopera-

tive, even docile, in Ms efforts to

undo the damage and quiet the

-growing chorus calling for his res-

ignation.

"He was not the blustery, argu-

mentative, you know, swaggering

CMef Gates,” said Melanie Lomax,

a member of the Police Commis-
sion who has spoken with Gates

several times in recent days. "He
appeared more conciliatory and
somewhat worried.”
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' The few confidantes in Gates’

extremely private world insist that

the chief’s resolve to keep his

il68,000-a-year job has only been
strengthened by the controversy.

If at times he has seemed less

hard-nosed, they contend, it is

because he has been so heartbro-

ken by the images of uniformed

Officers repeatedly striking a prone

and apparently defenseless Rodney
G. King.

"His press image is not the real ^

Daryl Gates,” said former Deputy
Chief William Rathburn, who re-

cently resigned to head the Dallas

Police Department. "He’s an amaz-
ingly compassionate man. I’m sure

he’s taking this very, very person-

ally. Probably more personally

than he should.”

H owever, in his efforts to

smooth things over, Gates has

often fanned the flames. Those
who know him agree that he thinks

more like a soldier than a politician,

relying more on hyperbole than

prudence, and always speaking off

the cuff and on the record.

When asked at a press confer-

ence about Ms much-publicized
' apology—which has been de-
scribed as backhanded because
Gates mentioned that King is a

parolee—the chief restated the of-

fending passage.

"You have to understand that

the hardest thing there is for a

police chief or a police officer is to

apologize to a convicted armed
robber with a long arrest history,”

he told reporters,
FBI/DOJ
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“In spite of that/’ he added, “in

spite of how difficult it is, he
deserved that apology and I apolo-

gized. . . . Now that’s the point I

was trying to make, but like so

many things that have been said

today and all throughout my ca-

reer, there has been an awful lot of

misinterpretation/'

Requests by The Times to inter-

view Gates last week were de-
clined. But the chief agreed to have
a reporter present during a meet-
ing with The Times' publisher and
editors Thursday—a meeting insti-

gated by Gates because of concern
that the newspaper's editorials

have-been unfair.

During the hourlong conversa-
tion, Gates touched on a wide range
of topics, from the problem of

excessive force to the continuing

integration of his department.
Asked if under any scenario he
could envision himself resigning

now, Gates said he would first heed
the advice of his wife of 21 years,

Sima, whom he affectionately calls

“Sam."
“You think it's hard on me?” said

Gates, 64. “Actually, I can handle
it. But, boy, it’s really tough on her.

. . . So, I asked her this morning. I

said, 'Sam, would you rather I

quit?' She said, 'Ab-so-lute-ly not.

Ab-so-lute-ly not. You can’t/ So
that’s my answer. Absolutely not."

Gates predicted that the depart-

ment would degenerate into chaos
if he were to leave, with morale
plummeting and an exodus of top

officers continuing. He will stay, he

said, “because I need to stay."

“You know, in so many situa-

tions, I could be a good guy," said

Gates, his voice dripping with sar-

casm as he lingered on the last two
words. “[But] my police officers

would say, *Oh, man, the chief is

selling us out/ I could be a great

guy. I could be very popular. . . .

But that's not the way you develop
confidence and respect from your
personnel."

The difference between this and
.previous controversies, he said, is

that few others have so greatly

impacted the entire department. In

most cases, officers are divided in

their opinions. “There are no divid-

ed opinions in this one. They all

know it's bad."

The bonfire erupted March 3,

when amateur photographer
George Holliday focused his new
camcorder on the street below his

Lake View Terrace apartment. On
the tape he captured 15 officers, at

least three of whom appeared to be
taking turns kicking and clubbing

King, a 25-year-old construction

worker.
The video first aired March 4 on

a Los Angeles television station,

but Gates was in Washington, D.C.,

attending a meeting on crime with
the U.S. attorney general and did

not see it until the next day. By
then, it had been shown on Cable
News Network and the national

furor had begun to brew.
Gates said he has now seen the

tape “too many" times, “more than
I would like to count." But the first

time, he said, was the worst.

“It made me physically ill,” he
said.

Literally?

“Physically ill," he said. “Physi-
cally ill/"

That first afternoon, at a meeting
of the Police Commission, Gates
called the tape “shocking." But
when he added that he would
withhold judgment until after the
incident had been fully investigat-

ed, the furor quickly began to

mount.

;

Steve Delsohn, a writer who is

helping Gates with his autobiogra-

phy, said that he spoke with the

chief shortly after the incident and
was certain that Gates intended to

take action.

“As soon as he said the tape was
'shocking/ that word jumped out at

me," said Delsohn, whose last book
was a collaboration with former
NFL running back and activist Jim
Brown. “I know Gates. I knew that

meant somebody was going to get

nailed.”

Two days later, in his first press

conference since the tape was
aired, Gates attributed the incident

to “total human failure" and called

for the criminal prosecution of the
three officers who appeared to be
beating King.

B ut by calling it “an aberration,"

he failed to resolve the issue

for hundreds of critics who have
insisted that excessive force is a
commonplace occurrence, espe-
cially in the city's minority com-
munities.

“Gates is simply not good at

public relations,” said Mark Rid-
ley-Thomas, head of the local

Southern Christian Leadership
Conference and a candidate for the
8th District City Council seat. “He
has exacerbated the 'us against

then!' mentality."



Still, during several recent ex-

changes, he has extended what
some considered newfound
warmth to those with whom he has

traditionally been at odds.

In a private meeting with the

mayor and several members of the

Police Commission about the beat-

ing incident, Gates was “surpris-

ingly cooperative/' said one official

in attendance who asked not to be

identified. “He was a very different

man."
Later that afternoon, Gates em-

braced leaders of the Salvadoran
community, who last month had
demanded an apology for what
they called his racist remarks
about the killer of a female Los
Angeles police officer.

Although the meeting had been
scheduled before the videotaped

beating was aired, Gates up to that

point had been “very angry . . .

very unresponsive ... on the

defensive/' said Madeline Janis,

executive director of the Central

American Refugee Center.

During the 45-minute gathering

at the chief’s Parker Center office,

he agreed to all their demands,
Janis said, including a public state-

ment of regret, which he told

Salvadoran leaders they could
draft for him.

“We found a changed person,"

she said. “He was still Chief Gates,

but he was attentive and respon-

sive and he listened. We were
flabbergasted, frankly."

His small circle of assistant and
deputy chiefs insist that they have
seen only “a tower of strength."

When Gates first called in his top

commanders to announce some
corrective steps—including both a

criminal and internal investigation,

a review of all training material

and the preparation of psycholog-

ical profiles of officers in excessive

force cases—he was in total con-

trol, said Deputy Chief William

Booth.

T e said, 'Here's your mission

Aland yours and yours and
yours/” Booth said. “Then he said,

‘Now I’ll listen to comments and
views . . . just don't anybody tell

me we're not going to do it.'

"

Assistant Chief Robert Vernon,

head of operations, said: “We don't

have pity parties. We do business."

Through it all, one thing Gates

has been in no danger of losing is

his sardonic, often self-mocking

wit.

Last week, before running off to

federal court to testify in a civil

suit brought by a 22-year-old Lati-

no man who has claimed that

officers “brutalized" him in a 1989

incident in El Sereno, Gates
quipped that the man's attorney

apparently hoped that the chief's

“bad publicity” would rub off on
jurors.

O nce on the witness stand,

Gates acknowledged that he
was not aware of many details of

the lawsuit, which claims that the

department has an unconstitution-

al policy of “hogtying” suspects by
using a rope and handcuffs to bind

their hands and feet together.

The plaintiff’s attorney, John C.

Burton, then asked: “Do you un-
derstand that you are a defendant

in this case?"

Gates replied: “I understand I am
a defendant in almost every case.”

Clearly, the most publicly emo-
tional moment for Gates came
during a rousing speech last

Wednesday to officers who had
gathered at the Police Academy for

an “LAPD Day" luncheon.

As his colleagues finished their

grilled chicken and rice pilaf, Gates

took the podium and spoke extem-
poraneously about the numerous
recent shooting attacks on police.

There were the two officers

wounded in North Hollywood, he
said, for one of whom the only

concern was whether he had done
the. right thing in shooting the

suspect.

The other, on his back in the

hospital with a bullet lodged in his

neck, told him: “Chief, I am just so

proud to be a member of the Los
Angeles Police Department/' Gates

said.

Then there was Tina Kerbrat,

the first female officer killed in the

line of duty, whose husband told

Gates at the funeral, “Chief, she

was so proud, so very proud. ... I

want to thank you and the depart-

ment for what you have done."

Then, Gates, his voice beginning

to boom, said: “This man, who just

lost his wife, the mother of his

children . . . wanted to thank the

Los Angeles Police Department.

“Folks ... if that does not

encourage your heart, if that does

hot nourish your spirit, if that does

not make you want to stand up and

say proudly . . . *We love the

LAPD, we are proud to be part of

the LAPD, and we hold our heads

high'
”

Then he paused, maybe eight

seconds, the words hanging in the

silent gymnasium where they were
gathered.

“Thank you," he finally said,

“for encouraging and nourishing

my heart.”

Times staff writers Sheryl Stol-

berg, Hector Tobar and Patt Morri-

son contributed to this story.



Quotes from chief 6ATES

Since he became Los Angeles' 49th police chief in 1978, Daryl F.
Gates has made a number of controversial statements that have
offended, in varying degrees, blacks, Jews, Latinos, women, casual

drug users and even the StateDepartment

1978: He had been in office barely one month when he remarked
to a Latino audience that some Latino officers were not promoted i

within the LAPD because they were "lazy." Gates said that he was
only trying to encourage Latino officers to work harder and attain

leadership positions.

1979: Gates casually commented at a news conference in England
that if President Jimmy Carter could not rescue the 52 American
captives in Iran, Gates could by sending in his SWAT squad. A short

time later, “the State Department called and said, ‘Chief, we'd
appreciate it if you'd mind your own business/ ” according to Gates.

The chief said he was only-trying to be witty.
,

1980: At a closed dinner meeting of deputy district attorneys,

Gates called KABC-TV anchorwoman Christine Lund “an Aryan
broad." Gates later apologized, saying the comment was meant “in

jest"and was “in the spirit of a raucous evening.”

m 1982: Gates angered many Jews by releasing an in-house report

that suggested that the Soviet Union was sending criminals

disguised as Jewish immigrants to Los Angeles to disrupt the 1984

Olympics. Gates went out of his way to make peace with Jewish
leaders, saying that the report was purely speculative and that he
had never expected the media to publicize it.

In an interview, Gates said he had instructed his staff to .

investigate “a hunch" he had about why so many blacks die from
police use of the carotid chokehold, which cuts off the blood supply

to the brain. “We may be finding that in some blacks when it .{the

carotid chokehold] is applied, the veins or arteries do not open up as

fast as they do on normal people.” The remark, Gates said, was no
more than a careless choice of words.

1984: The City Council approved a ballot measure that would
increase the city's power to discipline and fire department heads,

such as Gates. Then the chief alleged that this would permit undue
political influence by council members on the police and the rest of

the city departments. Then in a statement that angered some council
j

members, Gates said he was going to “rummage around in my mind” ;

to cite examples of how council members ask the police to do “all

kinds of things that are inappropriate.” !

1988: In an interview, Gates conceded that he is more “patient

and sensitive” in his dealings with people. But, he added, “I can still i

be an arrogant bastard. I've grown harder and softer.” 1

1989: In a videotaped message toLAPD officers, Gates used the

term “pantywaists" to describe officers who opposed his Halloween
deployment plan that was intended to prevent a recurrence of the j

near-riot that occurred in Hollywood the previous year.

1990: At a Senate Judiciary Committee hearing on the first

anniversary of the Bush Administration's war on drugs, Gates said

“casual drug users ought to be taken out and shot.” His statement
was aimed at those “who blast some pot on a casual basis and the

damned hypocrites who go out and party on the weekends and snort

cocaine.”

Gates said Mayor Tom Bradley had written a “dumb letter” calling

for an investigation of possible police improprieties in the defense of

four officers charged with vandalism during a drug raid two years

ago near 39th Street and Dalton Ave.

1991: In an angry statement after the shooting of rookie

policewoman Tina Kerbrat, Gates referred to Kerbrat's killer as “an
El Salvadoran drunk—a drunk who doesn’t belong here.”

In response to an outpouring of anger from Los Angeles residents

over the videotape that captures LAPD officers repeatedly striking

defenseless Rodney G. King, Gates offered an apology to King, but

further enraged people when he added that he would apologize “in

spite of the fact that [King's] on parole and a convicted robber.”

Compiled by Times editorial researcher Cecilia Rasmussen.
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Rev.Jackson

Joins Call for
i

Gates’ Ouster,
;

Scolds Bradley
Protest: The civil rights

activist tells demonstrators at

police headquarters that the ;

mayor should speak out “more
;

clearly and decisively” on the
;

:

King beating controversy. :

By ELAINE WOO
:

’

TIMES STAFF WRITER

The Rev. Jesse Jackson added his voice

to those calling for Los Angeles Policy

Chief Daryl F. Gates* ouster Saturday*

while at the same time urging Mayor Tom
Bradley to speak out “more clearly and
decisively** on the controversy surround-
ing the videotaped police beating of a black

Altadena man. '
!

^ Jackson addressed an anti-Gates rally

attended by about 150 protesters outside

police headquarters in downtown Los An-
geles. He was accompanied by U.S. Rep.
Maxine Waters (D-Los Angeles), who
exhorted the crowd to “keep the pressure
on*’ Gates to resign.

“This is no aberration,** Jackson, speak-
ing of the March 3 beating of Rodney G.

King, told the crowd, “This is a history of

behavior” fostered by past statements of

Gates that have maligned blacks, Latinos'

and other minorities. “Mr. Gates must
leave.**

Jackson said Bradley “must speak out

more clearly* and decisively, using his

moral authority to rally people** against

police brutality and head off the possibility

of more violent protests.

Although the mayor has expressed out-

rage over the incident, he has sidestepped

questions about whether Gates should

resign.

The King beating has racial overtones

because the 15 officers who were present

during the beating are white. Four of the
- officers were indicted by the Los Angeles

Sjjeunty Grand Jury last Thursday
ion charges ranging from assault

'with a deadly weapon to unneces-
sarily beating a suspect under color

lof authority.

Federal charges also are being
Considered against some of the
-Officers who watched the beating
;but apparently failed to intervene
Ho stop it. White House spokesman
^Marlin Fitzwater said Saturday
?that President Bush considers the
^videotaped beating “a pretty
Rocking thing** and that he sup-

/ ports an investigation initiated by
the Justice Department.

Earlier Saturday, actor Alec
* Baldwin (seen recently in “The
Hunt for Red October**) lent his

voice to the protest against Gates
that was held at police headquar-
ters. He mingled with demonstra-
tors from such groups as Veterans
for Peace and the Socialist Work-

* ers Party while his roommate,
actress Kim Basinger, watched the
scene from a parked car.

‘ “Fm here because I live a lot of

i
the time in L.A. and Fm afraid,”

t -Baldwin said. “I believe the cli-

:
che—next time it could be me.”

“I think Gates is bad for L.A.
* He’sgottogo ”

Meanwhile, Peggy Rowe Estra-
da, estranged wife of Erik Estrada
of the old “CHiPS” television se-
ries, said Saturday that she is

.helping to organize a,pro-Gates
citizens group. The group, which

^ calls itself Citizens in Support of
the Chief, is planning a support
rally in front of the downtown
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police headquarters. No date for

the rally has been set.

“I feel that [Gates] is a strong
and honest leader,” Peggy Estrada
said. “The blame should remain on
the officers [involved in the beat-
ing] and not on the other 8,000
officers of the LAPD, or on the
chief of police. I don't think he
ought to be taken down.”

In other developments, King’s
physician, Dr.Edmund Chein, said

Saturday that tests taken by doc-
tors at County-USC Medical Cen-

' ter, where King was initially treat-

ed, showed that the Altadena man
was not under the influence of PCP
or alcohol at the time of his arrest.

Early police Statements said that
' King resisted arrest—which King

has denied—and that his behavior
suggested drug or alcohol abuse.

King is recuperating at an undis-
closed hospital from surgery to

repair broken cranial bones.

Times staff writers David Lauter and
Tracy Wood contributed to this story.

<4uA-la-
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E tched in my heart and mind are
pictures of an American soldier

quieting and calming terrified Iraqi sol-

diers as gently as one would calm a

I

frightened child. I was proud to be an
American. I wept.,

. Other pictures 'of American soldiers

gently binding the wounds of enemy
• soldiers and medical personnel minis-

tering to injured Iraqi soldiers being
airlifted to medical facilities made me

- so proud, I thought my heart would
• burstwith pride. .

Then, I saw another picture, forever

etched in my mind, of Los Angeles
policemen who appeared to beat and
stomp to death a man who lay helpless

on the ground.
‘

I wept once again, but this time, I

wept with shame.
'

, .
AnnWemp
Long Beach

W e’ve all heard, "They also serve

who only stand and wait.” -

How about, "They are also guilty
' who only stand and watch!”

Kay Peter

Long Beach

**
I tried to think of the

appropriate punishment for

those officers and for a

fleeting moment I came up !

with the 'eye for an eye and
:

!

a tooth for a tooth' • -

philosophy and imagined the

officers left alone and
j

unarmed in South Central \
- .

— -»

Los Angeles for exactly one

minute— the length of time

this beating took.
-r—rrKim Hogan— Long Beach

I
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I
am a white, male cop somewhere in
Los Angeles County.
Personally, I resent the stereotype

that minority groups and the"media
portray of policemen as white-Kooded
brutes.'

,

.

Does anyone really think that if the
Rodney King incident were played out
in exact same circumstances— a high-
speed chase(which tends-toget hairy);
an alleged assault oh an officer (a kick
in the groin someone said) — that the
conclusion would'have been different if

Mr. King had been white?

.

Wellj let me tell you withfirst-hand
knowledge that it wouldn’t have been.

This is not to say that I condone
what happened. But I take great excep-
tion to the claims that this incident was
some random, racial attack on a hap-

.

less ;black motorist.'

To all of you who hate cops, that’s
fine. It’s your business. Blit just don’t
call 911 and bother me with your prob-
lems. When someone shoots you in the
gut because you objected to him taking
your car, don’t bother me. When your
grandmother is brutally- murdered in
her.home, and you stumble on her body-

a'.Tyeekc.-later^.dpn’t^bother.mej.-When.,

your babies/stop-breathing in.the mid-
dle of the night, please leave me out of .

it.-.When some drunk driver mows
down your sisterin a. crosswalk one
day, don’t bother me, because I don’t
care.

'

It’s just not worth it to me to keep
getting sued every week or even facing
time in a federal prison for simply
doing my work. You people can do your
own dirty work.

In the past, I’ve been involved in
numerous, violent encounters with sus-
pects. They all have had two things in
common. One, while fighting, I never,
once gave the color of their skin any
thought. Two, I always won.

Damian G. Karlo
Downey

I
believe that, as in any large group of !

employees, the behavior and atti- 1

tude of the.workers is a direct reflec-
j

tion ofthe teaching and behavior of the •!

leaders. It may be time for a change in
leadership as the only way to purge the

(

police force of those who believe they
j

have a blank .check when it. comesJoJ
using force.

I’m not naive enough to believe that
every police officer is bad any more
than every police officer can be good;
but, when we place our trust and physi- .

cal safety in the hands of a group of
,

people and give them almost total lati- i

tude in monitoring themselves, we
must feel safe or our trust will never be
realized. ;

'
•

.

'.

The bottom line is tkait if we can’t
trust our public seryants to do the right

. {

thing, than how can -we . tptallyvtrust
'

them to stop the criminals from doing
the wrong things? - - v

.

Kelly.Smith,'.'

Long Beach

W e are told history repeats itself.

Nothing could be truer of.the dis-;

. mal record of-the. Los. Angeles Police''
Department; We-have seen the. results
of choke holds, the beatings of celebri-

ties, cruel and unusual punishment'
. administered by curb-side justice. So

. j

why-has it taken so long for the public,
to respond with' the appropriate-degree
of righteous indignation? --

Reporters have failed in their func-
tion as guardians of the public trust.

The media have routinely played the
role of peacemakers between an angry. :

public and an embarrassed government
agency. How many times are we .

1

expected to swallow that old, worn-out
line that brutality is the "isolated
action of a few” .and should not be
representative of the character of an !

entire department?
But as we have become acutely
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Rodney King shows bruises suffered during beating.

^ To all of you who hate

cops, that’s fine. It’s your

business. But just don’t

bother me with your

problems. When someone

shoots you in the gut

because you objected to him

taking your car, don’t

bother me. When your

grandmother is murdered in
3

'
*

n

her home and you stumble

on her body a week later,

don’t bother me. When your

babies stop breathing in the

middle of the night, please

leave me out of it. When

some drunk driver mows

down your sister in a

crosswalk one day, don’t

bother me. You people can

do your own dirty work.^
Damian J. Karlo— Downey



aware, evidence screams to the con-

trary. No one said a word of protest’

when the Los Angeles City Council
voted 9 to 3 to use pain compliance on
Operation Rescue members on Nov. 14,

1988. Where was the outcry when near- •

ly 600 non-violent anti-abortion pro-

testers were systematically brutalized'

by the LAPDi-on March 25, 1989. ..

Apparently, the"media chose sides and

,
decided that, brutality, was warranted

,
since those individuals were -.opposing

abortion.’

The Los Ang|lds City Council set in

.motion a-very dangerous pattern of

abuse by passing iti 1988 resolution.

When charges of brutality were subse-,

quently made by the media, Mayor
Bradley, the City Council, LAPD Inter-

nal Affairs and the city attorney’s

. office ,prom{»tly^dis.missed.t.tbem. as>-

unfounded;'not knowing what course of’
' events they had set in motion.

. . .While.it.isi encouraging, that at least
(

.three-officers are facing felony criminal
‘ charges,* what- about those who
encouraged the brutality by pretending •

. it did not exist? The real criminals in

‘‘this legalized tyranny, are the profes--

. sionals who refused to tell the truth;,

the media, and Los Angeles city gov-

ernment.
: Rodney D.Guameri

Long Beach

I
’m tired of hearing people scream.
racism and prejudice over incidents

such as this. The truth will launder
out. Let’s work'together to better the

system— not fightit by claiminginjus- 5

tice.-, .

‘

I do not subscribe to or promote this

kind pf poison. Are we the public going’

to continue to tie polices omcers’ hands

;

behind their backs and expect them to
’

fightsuccessfully?

.

This is the age of drugs, gangs and
,

increasing criminal activity. Criminals -

don’t abide by the law. If they did, they r

wouldn’t be criminals; - - -

' ' ’

=

Let’s support the police as. we have-:

supported our troops in the Gulf War/.

The job they are asked to perform, is

muchthe same;* *.'• '
• - * /

'.

.

Do not condemn the •LAPD’prema-! •

turely; Looks can be deceiving! !A short - '

video tape doesmot show the whole, pic? .

ture.
.
QbvioUsly,-. other^factors Jed up ,

to this incident. Did this person threat?

. en the officers, was this person in.a_.
' :sound state of.mind’or was

:
he on PCB -

or some other mind-altering substance?/;-

This man was a felon,-.not-just a motor- .

-

,' ist. ( » <
1 i r : ;i s >. i

,
I cannot see such a large. number of

,

officers jeopardizing their careers.

These men -are .trained professionals:.

Let’s get the .whole picture before, con’-

.

demning the LAPD and the officers

involved in .this .incident, Mayor. Brad-,

ley should realize that the L.A. in .

LAPD stands for Los Angeles. -His inept

leadership and publicized spats with

Chief Gates are to blame for the pub-‘

lie’s low opinion of the police, depart-

.ment. Rodney Eng’s statements leave

much to be desired;
- D. Heetderks

Long Beach

I
do not know what.Rodn'ey Eng did,:

but no one deserves that type of mis-

treatment. I cannot help but feel that

the motivation.belund this beating was
,

of a racial nature., Hbw’often;does this-

type of atrocity occur?’

*
I, tried to think of . the. appropriate

punishment for those officers involved
'

'and for a. fleeting1 moment I came up
with the "eye-for

v
an-eye and-a tooth-for

a tooth”.philosophyand imagined,those

officers left alone and unarmed in any.

neighborhood in South Central Los
Angeles,for- exactly

;
.one minute the

length oftime this beating took. ••

After , asking forgiveness from my
’ God for"thinking this horrible thought,

the most calming \vbfds came to mind:

Vengeance is mine, and I will repay.

Thus saiith the Lord,
'

'

... Kim Hogan
. Long Beach

The Press-Telegram has received 17 let-

ters regarding the Rodney King inci-

dent: Only one;
published today, fully

supported thepolice officers, involved in.

the videotaped-beating:
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The Man Swept Up
in the Furor

Friends, Family SayKing Was Sometimes
Lost but Never Violent

By ASHLEY DUNN and ANDREA FORD
TIMES STAFF WRITERS

E
ven those who have elevated Rod-
ney G. King’s case to a cause celebre

know little more about the man.
than what they saw in a grainy,

homemade video showing him being
bludgeoned, kicked and electrically
stunned by Los Angeles police officers.

In his single public appearance after the
incident, a battered and bruised King,
seated in a wheelchair and with one leg in a
cast, seemed bewildered and confused. He
gave only one brief glimpse into his*
personality by noting that he took the’
beating “like a man.”
But those who know him say that even if

King were to lay open his life, there would
be little anyone would call unusual or
extraordinary. The King they describe is a
man who sometimes seemed lost, but who
was never violent or cruel.

H is 6-foot-3, 225-pound frame makes
him an intimidating sight, they said,

but behind the bulk is a mostly passive
human being, a "Baby Huey,” as one friend
described him.
Even King’s one brush with crime seems

typical of the way most of his acquaint-
ances characterize him. The Monterey
Park grocer who was robbed by King in
November, 1989, said he did not beiieve
King had the heart to hurt him.
“He just wanted the money,” said Tae

Suck Baik. “I hit him first. If I didn’t hit

him, he wouldn’t have hit me.”
Reporters have bombarded King and his

attorneys with requests for interviews.
People from as far away as Australia have
tried to contact him, some offering to make
donations.

But King has remained in seclusion. “He
needs peace and quiet,” said Robert Rentz-
er, one of King’s attorneys. “He needs an
^opportunity to recover.”

Associated Press

Rodney King, battered and bruised, at

press conference just before his release.

Most family members also have refused
to talk about King or the beating, as have
the two men who were with King at the
time—Bryant Keith Allen and Freddie
Helms.

Nevertheless, some relatives, neighbors,

lifelong friends and co-workers describe
him as an essentially ordinary man caught
in an extraordinary-furor.
' King was born in Sacramento' but grew
up in in a middle-class neighborhood on the
west side of Altadena, surrounded by
relatives who had begun migrating to

Southern California in the 1960s, said an
uncle, Phil King.
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His father, who died four years ago, was
a construction worker who sometimes did

maintenance work around town and was a
devout Jehovah’s Witness, Phil King said.

At John Muir High School, King was put
in special education classes because of

difficulty with reading, according to teach-
ers there. They remembered that he played
on the school’s baseball team but was not a
standout.

He had no serious behavior problems,
they said, but did have trouble making it to

school every day. None of the teachers

could remember the reason for his truancy.
By his senior year .he was at least one

year behind, his teachers said. In 1984, six

months before he was scheduled to gradu-
ate, he dropped out, they said.

t
Cedric Hill, a car salesman who has

.known King since childhood, said King
seemed to drift after dropping out. “All -the

Kings are really good people at heart,” he
1 said, “but Rodney at that time was running

• around, hanging out, being youthful.”

The crowd Rodney ran with, Hill said,

were not criminals, as far as he knew.
*

“Singing on the corner, hanging out at the

I park,” he said.

King and his wife, Crystal Waters, a
; friend from high school, live on Lincoln

Avenue with her two young sons. Neigh-

;

bors said that the couple never caused
trouble or drew attention to themselves.
“They are always very polite,” said Tony

Fernandez, who lives next door.
’

FBI/ DOJ
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King's robbery conviction was the result
of a guilty plea to the second-degree
robbery of the Monterey Park store—

a

perplexing incident for his friends and
relatives, many of whom only found out-
about the incident after his record was
broadcast in the past few weeks.

“I didn't think he had that in him,” said
Anthony Beaty, a United Parcel Service
supervisor who has known King since

' childhood.

_Baik, the owner of the 99 Mar-
ket^ said King walked into the
sttfre, bought a single piece of
bubble gum and then pulled a
two-foot-long tire iron from his

jacket. "Open the cash register,”

King told the store owner.
•
$aik was willing to let the rob-

ber-take the cash, but when he
fe&hed for two checks, Baik
moved to stop him. “You don't need
the checks,” he said.

11 In an impulsive burst, Baik
grabbed the robber's jacket, pulled

ft off and began whipping his

Adversary with a three-foot-long
rod'he grabbed off the floor.

ifBfdk said King could have hit

hfni, but instead tried to pull away,
dropping the tire iron.

> i Baik ran around the front count-
whip the robber some more,

1

but by that time King had grabbed
aj metal pole. King hit the shop
owner once with the pole and then
fted‘with about $200.

! ;
IJe drove off in a white Hyundai,

the same one he drove on the night
he 'was beaten. Baik scribbled
db^n the car's license plate num-
W*-
: ;

‘Tin not mad,” Baik said. “I held*
him and he didn't hit me. I hit him
twice.”

I King was arrested 10 days after
the robbery, and began serving a
-two-year sentence at the Califor-
nia Correctional Center in Susan-
tille after pleading guilty to the
charges.

While in prison, King wrote a
'

judge asking for a reduction
$fhis sentence:

have all good time work time.
3 have seriously been thinking
about what happen and I think if it

ip possible that you can give me
another chance, your honor. I have
aigood job and I have two fine kid
Who wish me home. Have so much
At^stake to lose if I don't get that
cliance. My job and family awaits
mp^ So please reconsider your
-judgment, your honor. The sky my
'Witness and God knows.” .

King's plea was rejected. He was
paroled Dec. 27 after serving a
year.

f He has never publicly said why
he robbed the store, but his parole
agent, Tim Fowler, described it as
ap impulsive crime of desperation.
“He was unemployed and un-

earned,” Fowler said. “It was

something that wasn't planned,
really. It was spur of the moment.
The opportunity was there. He
recognizes it was stupid,

”

Fowler said that by all appear-
ances, King seemed motivated to
set his life back on course. “He's
been a good case,” said Fowler.
A week after his release, King

found temporary work as a laborer
at Dodger Stadium—a dream -job

for a former high school ballplayer
who loved to talk baseball with
co-workers.

^ ou could set your watch by
A his timeliness,” said Scott

Dalgleish, superintendent of Gard-
iler Building Co., which hired King
for the stadium job.

“He was never late once, never
missed a day, including two weeks
when he had car trouble and rode

H
the bus to Chinatown and walked
over the bridge to Dodger Stadium.

“I told him when he gets well, to
call us,” Dalgleish said. “I'd take
him back in a minute.”
King has not said where he and

his two friends were headed the
night of the beating. But one
source familiar with the case said
the men “were just bored and took
off on the Foothill Freeway headed
north.”

The source said King was fright-
ened when he realized the police
were following him, wrongly be-
lieving that a traffic violation could
send him back to prison.

King's attorneys have said that
the beating has left their client

“emotionally and physically trau-
matized.”

His memory of the incident is

blurred. He has been plagued by
nightmares, replaying the incident
in his sleep, his lawyers say.
King underwent surgery Thurs-

day to repair some of the injuries,

which, included a fractured eye
socket, a broken cheekbone, a
broken leg, bruises, facial’ nerve
damage, a severe concussion and
burns from a Taser stun gun,
according. to Dr. Edmund Chein,
one of five doctors who have
examined King.
Chein said the bones at the base

of King's skilll were broken in 11
places. The blows to his. head were
so severe that several tooth fillings

were knocked out, Chein said;
adding that King may never recov-
er from some of his wounds.
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By Patrick McGreevy
Daily News Staff Writer

With the beating of Rodney
Glen King putting the Los An-
geles Police Department under a

harsh light, critics say the Police

Commission has not performed
its role under the City Charter to

direct department policy and the

actions of Police Chief Daryl F.

Gates.

Lacking independent staff, the

commission depends on Gates’

own subordinates for advice.

A review of the board’s public

actions over the past year shows
that much of the commission’s
time is spent issuing parade per-

mits and liquor licenses.

Moreover, critics say the com-
missioners themselves have been
reluctant to take on the Police

.D^a^ent^nd its outspoken

.

chief.

“I do believe the Police Com-
mission should have been more
vigilant in their responsibility to

direct Chief Gates and mandate
standards for the department to

meet,” said Danny Bakewell,
president of the Brotherhood

. Crusade, a group that benefits
• ethnic agencies and contributes

to anti-gang and anti-drug work.

“They haven’t overseen much

of anything,” agreed Thomas
Beck, an attorney who has han-

dled many of the police brutality

cases against the city. “Technical-

ly, (Gates) works for the commis-
sion but, in fact, he contro^
them,” Beck said.

Los Angeles Mayor-Tom
J

ley has acknowledged the

for change on the commis

A
(Hia
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appointing liberal activist Stanley
K. Sheinbaum to the board Friday,

u
and naming civil rights advocate

*
: Melanie Lomax and longtime con-
fidante Dan Garcia to the board
late last year with the direction to

;

Question department policy.

But critics say more is needed
v — including allowing the board to

;
fire the chief without the need for

I
proving misconduct, and granting

j

the commission an independent

j

staff and legal counsel. The com-
mission’s staff is made up of Police'

"Department employees.

. Ramona Ripston, executive
director of the American Civil Li-
berties Union, said an independent
staff will allow the public to exer-
cise genuine civilian- oversight of
the department.

Ripston said the commission has
had moments when it has shown its

authority for setting department
policy, such as.when it outlawed the
use of the choke-hold. '

“But more often it has been very,
Very weak,” she said.

Civil rights advocates and black
community leaders are now clam-
oririg for Gates’ resignation in the
wake of the police beating of the
unarmed King following a traffic

.

stop. Because King, a black man,
was beaten by white officers, the in-

cident has also fueled concerns
about racism in the police force.

By law, the commission is the
only body that can fire Gates. To
answer critics who charge that he
is unaccountable to the public,

- Gates himselfpointed out last week
that he answers to the Police Com-



“I have five bosses, the Board of
’
Police Commissioners,” Gates told

reporters. “They are my direct

bosses! They are the head of the Po-

lice Department. I take all the heat,

, but they are the head of the Police

Department”
The City Charter declares that

the Police Commission’s powers in-

’ elude “to supervise, control, regu-

late and manage the department

and to make and enforce all neces-

,

- .sary and desirable rules and regula-

7 tions.

.

> But city officials, department

* critics and even police officers say

Z that the commission has played a

1 minor role at best.
;

; “The commission is weak,” said

George Aliano, -head of the Police.

.
.
Protective League, a rank-and-file

' group that issued a strong endorse-

ment of Gates last week. “They’ve

been quiet for 10 years. All the

questions people are asking them
. now about what kind of discipline

is imposed and how many cases

there are, they should know. That

information is available to them, i

Why haven’t they seen it? Why
don’t they do routine reviews?”

. Aliano blames the commission’s

inaction on the fact that it has been

, made up of citizen volunteers, who
- often have little grounding in police

* matters and are unsure of their au-

thority.

Commissioner Sam Williams,

who has served on the panel since*

1973, denied that the commission

has not fulfilled its responsibility in

recent years.

He pointed to commission
changes in department policy that

followed the shootout with the

Symbionese Liberation Army and

the shooting death of Eulia Love,

who was disputing a gas bill.

“We. have been very actively in-

volved* in individual cases when
called for,” Williams said.

' But Bradley has recognized the

need for a more assertive Police

, -Commission, which is evident in

his most recent appointments to

the commission, Deputy Mayor
Mark Fabiani said.

On Friday, Bradley appointed

Sheinbaum to the panel. A lead-

ing contributor to liberal causes,

Sheinbaum is a businessman and

;chairman emeritus of he Southern

California Chapter of the ACLU.
“The mayor has already begun

to transform the commission so

that it will be more active and

progressive,” Fabiani said. “The

mayor is going to continue this pro-

cess with the two vacancies so that

we have a commission that is

proactive and aggressively manages

the department.”

Bradley also proposed last week
that the City Council put a measure
on the ballot that would change the

City Charter to have the police
chiefs civil service protections ex-

pire every five years.

The commission could then fire

the chief without having to 'go

through the lengthy and difficult ci-

vil service hearing process to prove
gross misconduct or other grounds

.

for the chiefs dismissal.
‘

While Gates has condemned the
beating of King and has sought
criminal charges against the officers

involved, critics say Gates and the

commission have hot done enough
tp stem the rising tidelof com-
plaints and costly settlements from
police use of excessive force. -

The Daily News reported last

week that the city paid more than

$3.5 million last year to settle 18
lawsuits stemming from claims of

- excessive force and unnecessary
shootings! and that complaints of
excessive force were up 33 percent

-between 1984 and f389, the last

year for which records were avail-

able!

Under the charter, the police
chiefhas the power to discipline

other officers in the department.
Complaints are investigated by the

department’s internal affairs divi-

sion and decided on by the chief,

according to Rich Dameron, the
commission’s executive officer.

At the end of each Police Com-
mission meeting, the chief issues

reports to commissioners on any
disciplinary actions taken — but
those reports are given in closed
session to protect the privacy ofthe
officers.

Moreover, Beck — who has ob-
tained commission reports through"
the court discovery process in con-
nection with lawsuits— claims that

reports he has seen provide only a
skeletal outline of excessive force

incidents.

“They don’t get all the informa-
tion they need,” Beck said.

Former commission president
Bert Boeckmann disagrees, saying
the commission thoroughly re-

viewed excessive-force cases while
* he was on the commission.
“We looked at those very

seriously,” Boeckmann said.
“Those (criticisms) are words from
people who don’t have the knowl-
edge of what’s going on.”

A review of the public minutes
of Police Commission meetings,
however, shows that decisions on
permits for dance halls, tow truck
.operators, late-night construction,
picture arcades and locksmiths
compose most of the panel’s public

factions.

»
Police officials say the last time

l
the Police Commission took disci-
plinary action against Gates was in
1982, when the panel reprimanded

:him for saying that the choke hold
i

may affect blacks more than “nor-
mal people.” .

The reprimand said he was. not
to issue inflammatory remarks in

the future, Bakewell said.

Bakewell and other other civil

j

rights leaders, including Urban

|

League president John Mack -said

that the cbmmission should have
taken stronger action by now, based
on several other controversies in-

volving Gates, including:

A statement in 1980, referring

to KABC-TV anchorwoman Chris-
tine Lund as “an Aryan broad.”

A statement in 1978 that His-
panic officers in the department

had not been promoted as rapidly
as other officers because they were
“lazy.”

A statement last month that
angered the Hispanic community,
in which Gates referred to the killer

of a policewoman as “an El Salva-
doran drunk that doesn’t belong
here.”

A statement to a Senate hear-
ing last September when he suggest-
ed that casual drug users “ought to
be taken out and shot.”

The last statement angered City
Councilman Robert Farrell enough

.
for him to send a formal letter ask-
ing the Police Commission to in-



vestigate the matter and report

back on the possibility that the

.
comment could influence officers

to use excessive force on the street.

Farrell was further angered when
he received an informal letter from
the commission’s then-president

Robert Talcott, saying the commis-
' sion had received an adequate ex-

planation from Gates and did not

plan further action.

“He shined me on,” Farrell re-

called last week. “It was a letter

that did not address-my concerns.”

Farrell said he believes the newly

^appointed commission will be
more responsive to complaints and
.concerns. .

,

-

But Bakewell said that will not
happen unless it is given mpre in-

dependence.

“I believe the whole issue of
complaints needs to be relegated to

an independent body,” Bakewell
said. Ed Herrera of the Hispanic
Advisory Committee to the com-
mission said citizen complaints

i
should be handled by an indepen-

dent citizens panel or even the
city’s new Ethics Commission.
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WHERE'S THE OUTRAGE FOR
Trtte; DEAD POLICE?

By GEORGE ALIANO
Who was Eulia Love? David Kubley?

Paul Verna? Rodney G. King? O.J. Bryant?
' Gary Murikami? Tina Kerbrat? Danny

* Pratt? Most people will remember Eulia

Love and, of course, Rodney G. King, the

subject of the much-viewed videotape of

his arrest.

There was a great deal of protesting,

,
picketing, political rhetoric and news cov-

erage.over the shooting death of Love, as

; there is now over the force used against

|
King. Where was this outcry for the cops

killed protecting you? People will not even

:
remember who they are, even though they

died for you. There was no picketing in

front of Parker Center. There were no

special hearings by the City Council or the

Police Commission. There were no com-
munity leaders or ACLU attorneys de-

manding that officers be provided more
protection or concerned about why it

happened. Where were the protesters?

Where was their outrage?

And, just as important, the police officers

of this city did not picket or demonstrate in

various communities to protest the failure

of those community leaders or parents or

peers to adequately control those in their

environment who committed such heinous

crimes. We don’t blame communities or a

class or group of people for the acts

committed by individuals, because we
know that everyone is responsible for his

or her own actions. Those who attempt to

blame an entire group are playing a fool's

game and trying to dupe the public.

Archbishop Roger Mahony, at the fu-

neral of Officer Tina Kerbrat, said to the

4,000 law enforcement officers present,

“We owe you an apology for not doing our

job by allowing people to commit vicious

crimes against you. We ask you 'to please

forgive us.” We do! We forgive because we
understand human frailties and imperfec-

tions in others as we do in ourselves.
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. George Aliano is president oj the Los

Angeles Police Protective League, on whose

behalf this is written.
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Before leaving City Hall at noon Monday for a
business trip to Hawaii’ Mayor Toni Bradley initiated

yet another in a series of moves that is certain to crank
up the pressure on Police Chief Daryl F. Gates to

resign over the Rodney G. King affair.

The mayor ordered his appointees on the Police,-

Commission to work with Gates to disclose potentially

volatile radio and computer communications made by
some officers in the minutes before and after Kang, a

25-year-old black man, was struck more than 50 times
with nightsticks. Hours later, the Police Department
released the transmissions.

Transcripts of the computer messages show that a-

police officer involved in the assault told another
officer that he “hadn’t beaten anyone this bad in along
time.” Another message reveals that an officer

referred to an earlier police call—involving a black
family’s domestic dispute—as “right out of ‘Gorillas in

the Mist.’”

Police Commissioner Melanie Lomax said she did not
believe that Bradley’s order was “politically motivat-
ed.” Rather, she said that Gates put the mayor in a
“very awkward position” by indicating the contents of

the tape to Bradley and police commissioners last

week, then refusing to release the messages to the
public.

Indexing:

“I would predict that it [release of the tapes] will

r
intensify the demands that [Gates] step down,” added
Lomax, a Los Angeles civil rights attorney.

Sources close to the mayor’s office said that Deputy.

Mayor Mark Fabiani continues to direct a campaign
intended to get Gates to resign. The effort picked up
steam Friday when Bradley appointed Stanley Shein-

- baum, a civil libertarian and Gates critic, to fill one of

two vacancies on the Police Cominission.

Last week, Bradley denied a Times report that

Fabiani was in charge' of an effort to oust Gates. “I

have had no participation, no strategy whatsoever to

force, to urge, to demand that Chief Gates retire or
* resign,” Bradley told a news conference.

The mayor was criticized on ‘Sunday by the Rev.
: Jesse Jackson for not publicly demanding that Gates

resign. The remarks by Jackson only hardened
Bradley’s resolve not to become embroiled in a
political controversy with Gates, said sources- close to

the mayor. .

“He does not have a lot. of respect for Jesse
' Jackson,” said one source who spoke on condition of

anonymity. “When people try to put pressure on Tom
like that, it never works and it only serves to keep him
pretty steadfast.”

As political fallout from the King incident intensified

Monday, Bradley flew to Hawaii to help the city of Los
,
Angeles in its attempt to be named host of the Super
Bowl in 1993. The mayor considered remaining in Los

FBI/DOJ

i
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Angeles because of the King incident, but decided his
appearan.ce was needed in Hawaii, Fabiani said.

‘The mayor can’t be held hostage to this situation,”
Fabiani said. “He is only going to be gone two days. He
is in constant contact with the office and is prepared to
deal with any situation that arises. Winning the Super
Bowl for the city is important economically as well as
to the city’s self-esteem."

;

The mayor and police commissioners first learned of
the police communications last week when Gates told
them privately that the tapes contained "information
of public interest,” said Fabiani and Police Commis-
sioner Sam Williams.
pomax said Gates initially told her there was no

indication of any racial hostility on the part of the
officers. But when the chief contacted Lomax at the
end of last week to discuss the tapes, “Gates basically
had to eat his words,” Lomax said.

Gates could not be reached for comment.
Gates told the mayor’s office last week that he had

withheld the police communications based on the
advice of Dist. Atty. Ira Reiner, according to Fabiani.
The mayor s staff spent many hours over the

weekend considering whether to initiate the release of
the police tapes, even though Bradley aides had not
seen any transcripts, sources said,
0n Monday morning, Reiner told Fabiani that 'he

never prohibited the release of the information at any
point, Fabiani said. That is when the mayor decided

to instruct the Police Commission to release the tapes.
The last thing in the world the Police Department

needs is an allegation that relevant information is
being held back from the public,” Fabiani said.

Bradley’s order marked at least the third time since
the King incident that the mayor has directed Gates to
act Earlier, at the request of Bradley, Gates pulled the
15 officers involved in the beating off the street and
addressed his officers in an attempt to boost morale.
More steps are planned to increase pressure on Gates
sources said.

“I think what you are witnessing is traditional Tom
Bradley,” said Mike Gage, a Bradley appointee on the
Water and Power .Commission and a former deputy
•mayor. “His response is very measured. It is evolving
and trying to stay a little bit ahead of the curve. . .

IJe is incredibly proud of the city of Los Angeles and
he sees this as a mark against the city. He is going to
take the leadership steps to counter that.”

Bradley’s response to the Police Department crisis
comes as he faces an ongoing investigation into his
personal finances and official duties.

1 think it is important that somebody take leader-
ship in this whole issue,” said Ramona Ripston, head of
the local American CivilLiberties Union chapter.

“I a^s0 think that in terms of his past difficulties,
[Bradley] would like to show he can be a strong leader.
This gives him the opportunity to show that he can



FD-350 (Rev. 5-8-61)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

Supporters Give Gates a Rousing

Welcome atWork

(Indicate page, name of

newspaper, city and state.)

Pate. LOS ANGELES TIMES
Edition: TUES., MAR 19, 1991

Front Section, Page 20

Title: SUPPORTERS GIVE GATES
A ROUSING WELCOME AT WORK

BySHERYLSTOLBERG
< -TIMES STAFF WRITER

; In a show of support that brought tears to

5
the eyes of Los Angeles Police Chief Daryl F.

f
r Gates, hundreds of Police Department offi-

^ cers and civilian employees lined the corridor

to the chiefs office as he arrived for work
Monday, clapping, waving yellow ribbons and

* chanting, “Gates must stay!”

1 The greeting was intended to give the

embattled chief an emotional lift as civil

- rights leaders and other public figures—from
Jesse Jackson on the left to conservative

; columnist George Will bn the right—have
called for his resignation over file police

beating of an unarmed motorist.

Meanwhile, a few blocks away, district

attorney's investigators were pressing ahead
with their criminal probe into the videotaped

attack on Altadena resident Rodney G. King.
* After the indictment last week of four LAPD

officers on felony assault charges, authorities

are now gathering evidence for a possible

case against 11 other officers who watched
but did not intervene.

But at Parker Center, the Police Depart-
ment's downtown headquarters, the mood
was festive. Gates, looking a bit like a
triumphant politician, beamed as he made his

way along the sixth-floor corridor, stopping

to exchange handshakes and hugs with
employees, one of whom presented lfim with
a dozen red carnations. -

—

“I support him wholeheartedly/'-said civil-

l ian employee Cookie Longacre after handing

e
. Gates the bouquet. “Like the rest of the
department, I care a great deal for him. He

t
* needs to know that people are behind him on
this.”.

As he entered his comer office, Gates
spotted his longtime secretary, Mary Miller,

wiping tears from her eyes. Then his own
blue eyes grew watery.

**TY7
P

ell” the outspoken chief later de-
VV dared, “this is probably the first

time in my entire life that I’ve been speech-
. .

less. I did not expect this. I'm just over-
i whelmed by it”

The event was orchestrated by public
4

relations man Michael Sands, who said he was
contacted Sunday by high-ranking Police
Department officers and civilian employees—
as well as workers in other city depart-
ments—who wanted to surprise the chief

with a show of support. Sands called it a
- "grass-roots” effort. He would not name his

: clients.
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The greeting capped a weekend during
which Gates received similar shows of sup-

port. On Friday night, at a dinner for police

reserve officers during which entertainer

Tony Orlando performed, Gates was serenad-
ed by one of Orlando's backup singers. The

’ song: “That's What Friends Are For.”

.Chi Sunday, Gates was honored with a
_ “Medallion of Merit” award at the annual

black-tie St. Patrick's Day dinner of the

Society of the Friendly Sons of St Patrick of
; Los Angeles, held at the Beverly Hilton.

Gates was among 40 dignitaries, from

t -former Gov. Edmund G. (Pat) Brown Sr. to

retired USC chancellor James H. Zumberge,
seated at the head table. Each received a
polite round of applause except Gates, who
-was given a rousing standing ovation by
many in the crowd of 1,000.

“I find this to be an insightful night

f already,” Gates said in accepting the award.

“From what you've given me here, you are

certainly the friendliest sons I've seen in a
long time—certainly far different from the

group that came to see me at headquarters

the other day.”

The remark was in reference to last

Thursday's Police Commission meeting, dur-

ing which hundreds of angry residents de-
manded Gates' resignation.

On Monday, at an impromptu press confer-

j
. ence, Gates vowed once again not to step

; down and then took a few potshots at those
who have called for him to do so, among them
San Jose Police Chief Joseph D. McNamara
and U.S. Senator Joseph R. Biden Jr. (D-Del.).

Of McNamara, Gates said: “I think he's a
damn oddball.”

As for Biden, who was caught in a
plagiarism scandal during his 1988 presiden-

tial campaign, the chief remarked sardonical-

ly: "Joe Biden probably beard it said some-
where else and is repeating it.”

*

c44/V-<
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I
fit is any comfQrt to him, Police .

Chief Daryl F. Gates is the most
talked about cop in Southern .

' California.

Not since Beverly Hills Patrolman
. Paul Kramer was slapped by ZsaZsa

;
Gabor has anyone found an individual

policeman worthy of such intense
1 discussion.

Even people who normally only talk

about themselves are talking about
Gates.

You remember the Zsa Zsa Incident.

Kramer was attacked when he stopped

her for a traffic violation. Though under
assault, he bravely subdued the enraged
Hungarian and brought her to justice.

Kramer was something of a hero in the
* incident because he didn’t respond to Zsa
Zsa’s openhanded assault by clubbing

her into bloody submission.

Chief Gates is definitely not the hero in

the beating of Rodney King.

Though not personally involved, he’s

considered morally responsible for the

conduct of those officers accused of -

beating King while he was lying on the

ground being a racial minority.

The cops claimed King had been
speeding, may have been on dope and
was resisting arrest. Subsequent

; investigation indicates otherwise.

The cops did note in their initial report,

however, that he was black, and that’s

true. Though not specifically mentioned

;
in the Penal Code, it probably isn’t-wise

i to be black in L.A.

: Thanks to the amateur videotape, the
beating is not being dismissed as simply
another case of police overreaction,

which is a euphemism often employed to

explain undocumented cop violence.

. The matter is being investigated by
the department’s internal affairs

division, the L.A. County district

attorney, the state attorney general and
Hhe U.S. Department of Justice.

Space Below)

As a friend puts it, “Only the Boy*— --S

Scouts of America and the Bishop of

.Rome aren’t involved in sorting through
‘

-the thing.”
* That too is a result of the widely

;
telecast videotape, which has turned the

‘beating into a subject of conversation

|

wherever social critics gather.

They talk about the tape as though it’s

a new television show, discussing not

only the atrocity of police violence, but

its potential as a series. Videocop!We’re .

thinking about it.

. Most of the comment I’ve heard has

been concerned not with how the

^policemen involved in the beating should

be punished, but with how L.A. should

-deal with Daryl Gates.

People like Jesse Jackson, who always

.
seems to be around during high-profile

controversies, and Kim Basinger, who
sat in her car during one anti-Gates

demonstration pouting her protest, feel

the chief ought to be fired.

‘ So do all ofmy Maoist friends on the

Westside and many ofmy Tory friends in

e
-the Valley.

^ One telephone caller suggested that

.

Gates ought to be made up in blackface

and forced to live in neighborhoods

patrolled by white policemen.
,

1 A letter writer said she had achieved

,
"’psychic contact” with the chiefand he
was an agent of the devil. Newspaper
editorials have suggested pretty much
the same thing.

I .

‘

I’ve talked about Gates with everyone
I’ve come in contact with for thepast

’ several days.

This has included prpper suburban
1

grandmothers in Walnut, cholos in East

L.A., creek rats in Topanga and
- unfrocked Marines in Burbank.

Only two people thought the chief was
getting a bum rap, and one of them was a

white supremacist. He thought I was one
too, due to a column in which I cautioned

temperance in condemning all cops.

He asked quite seriously, “How did a

Mexican ever get into theKu Klux
:Klan?”

“On a waiver,” I replied. He accepted

)that.
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I The other person who spoke on behalf
of Gates was bail bondsman-philosopher
Joey Barnum.
Joey has been a bondsman in L.A. for

.
27 years. He is also an ex-boxer.

“The beating’s nothing new,” he said
;
to me the other day. “I used to get guys
outta jail by the ton with their heads

: bashed in.”

c
It is a sign of.improvement to Joey that

his clients are not as bloodied as they
». used to be.

Gates himself wrote me. He too

thanked me for that column celebrating
* one good cop as a metaphor for many.

But then he said, “It seems like the
media has attacked the LAPD like a pack

f

-of wild dogs.” *

I see it coming. Gates will not be held
*

responsible for the action of his men. It’ll

be blamed on us, the wild dogs.

It won’t be the first time. But in this

case at least, it’s the cops, not the dogs,

who are in dire need of leashes.

Ltqpr
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The Los Angeles Police Depart- marked by a history, of the chief
ment deserves respect and sup- saying things that he shouldn’t, and
port. It has fought hard against by some officers sometimes doing

internal corruption, served as a virtu- things that they shouldn't,
al laboratory for testing many polic- ’ .The King beating, seen by every -

ing innovations and struggled, often one with a television set, is unaccept-
courageously, against an increasing • able no matter what the race of the
crime rate even though it has fewer citizen-victim. It raises questions
officers per population density than about command and control, about
.most other major departments. It is a training, about the street-level val-

- proud force that takes its job serious- ues of officers. But the fact that the
ly. Under Chief Daryl F. Gates for the victim was black and that the beating
past 13 years, it has initiated im- happened in a city where minorities
provements in urban policing that of all walks of life, including black
have been widely praised and in' some businessmen and athletes, have com- • -the polarizing remarks by the chief,

cases emulated by other police de- plained for years of police harassment as innocuous as he thinks they were,
partments around the country. adds measurably to the pain. . were made about blacks and Latinos
Today, alas, that reputation for Because the King case is a symp- and women, not white men—not

excellence may have sunk to a low tom of a larger problem, larger ques- about the people who have been in
because of the Rodney King-police tions must be raised. The problem is power but the people, until very
beating case. It may be a very long that the department is in danger of recently at least, who have been out
time before the LAPD lives down losing support from significant sec- of power. Such political tone-deaf-
that videotape monument to police tions of Los Angeles and the trend ness by this top cop is worrisome,
brutality. The shocking sight of offi- must not be permitted to accelerate. ’ Worse still is the fact that during
cers either kicking and clubbing an “They hate us and clearly they hate his 13-year tenure police misconduct
unarmed man or standing around and me,” Gates said of his critics, to an complaints against the LAPD in-
watching the assault has brought to a applauding crowd of police officers creased perceptibly, and the city has

' head long-held reservations about last week as he sought to rally paid many millions in police miscon-

t

the department. And Monday’s rev- support for his continued incumben- duct settlements and judgments,
elations of racially disparaging com- cy. It’s true that there are a small And now all the fury that is focused
ments on police tapes prior to the number of Angelenos who do hate on the King case hampers the ability

’ beating only add to those concerns. cops. But the large majority, of law- of the good cops to do their jobs
THE GENERAL PROBLEM: Now abiding citizens of this town are properly because trust in the police

,, there are calls for the resignation of deeply sincere in their criticisms and , has fallen. The current atmosphere is

Gates—a 42-year LAPD veteran. Be- are looking for positive reform. Gates’ harmful to public safety.
cause the chief is the boss. Gates "us-against-them” statement is un- CONCLUSION: Daryl Gates be-
himself is now the target of much of intentionally revealing and illustrates lieves that stepping down under the
the built-up enmity for the depart- the flaw at the heart of his command. current circumstances would be . a
ment, much of the criticism and the There should be no “them,” there dangerous precedent and would de-
doubt. Entirely fair or not, his exit is should be only one Los Angeles with moralize his department. But after
regarded by many as a precondition one police chief concerned with all giving 42 years of his life to a police
for healing and for progress. the people of this city. force and job that he loves, the chief
That won’t be easy to accomplish. THE PERVASIVE WORRY: This must reflect on the wisdom of staying

Gates is protected by intricate and city has changed a great deal since on much longer,
daunting layers of civil service law: Gates joined the department in 1949. If he is a true patriot of the city and
He cannot simply be fired, and he is More African-Americans, Latinos, a true believer in the LAPD, he must
insisting that he’ll not go. But the Asians and women assert their rights not let his pride and his ego cloud his
issue here is not what’s best for Gates and demand to be heard. Even so, the judgment. He should submit to the
but what’s best for Los Angeles. The chief of 13 years proceeds apace with suggestions and recommendations of

' question is not whether he can stay a public image of insensitivity. Those - those in this city whp have come to
on, but whether he should. who know Gates well insist that he is the conclusion that for the good of

If the King case were an aberration, a caring man, but his public persona' Los Angeles he should resign. He
there would be fewer calls for his comes across more often than not as should not simply walk out, of course,
resignation. But this horror occurred something else entirely. but step down in an orderly fashion to doj

*bn a watch that for 13 years has been What , must be faced is that all of insure a smooth transition to a new

.
uar-bv iiQWVfr?

For ChiefDaryl Gates,

the MomentHas Com!
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Chief Gates should move on not

because of legal necessity—there is

none—but because of moral wisdom.

In the future that decision will be

seen as a sign not of weakness but of

strength. Chief Gates can now set the

LAPD free of the controversy that

surrounds him and thus set off a

rebuilding of public confidence in the

police. Many wounds have been

opened during the King case. The
chief now has the opportunity to start

the healing.
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Police

remark
revealed

Racism
apparent

Six more police officers

present at beating are

identified./B2

By Howard S. Gantman
COPLEY NEWS-SERVICE

Explosive new evidence

released Monday revealed

that one of the four Los
Angeles police officers

charged in the beating of a

black motorist made an
•apparently racist remark
before the assault and lat-

er declared he had not

“beaten anyone this bad
in a long time.”

The release of the radio

computer communication
logs inflamed the growing

furor over the bludgeoning

of Rodney King, 25, early *

March 3 following a police

pursuit in the northeast

San Fernando Valley.

. It' also led to renewed
demands that Chief Daryl

Gates resign or be fired by
tiie Police Commission'—
something the chief has
consistently vowed to

fight.

Not surprised

“I am sickened, but Pm
not surprised. The only

gratification is that I think

we are Beeing the final

nails driven into the Daryl

Gates regime,” said Danny
Bakewell, president of the

Brotherhood Crusade.

The four white officers

— three patrolmen who

allegedly participated in
the beating, and a ser-

geant who did not stop it— have all been indicted
on assault and related
charges by the Los* Ange-
les County grand jury.
They are free on bail
awaiting a court appear-
ance Friday,

The probe also contin-
ues into possible charges
against the other 11 police

officers at the scene for

aiding and abetting in the
assault.

According to the logs
from the computer com-
munication systems in the
patrol cars, just 16 min-
utes before the chase be-
gan, one of the four indict-

ed officers typed a
message on his computer
to an uninvolved patrol
car.

He said his last call was
“right out of ‘Gorillas in

the Mist,’™ a reference to
a movie about a white
woman living with apes in

Africa, which both police

and civil rights groups
said was apparently racist.
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I - Police Commissioner Melanie Lomax, a former
'legal counsel for the Los Angeles chapter of the
;NAACP, said the comments were “racially derog-
atory and insulting” and helped show what there
was “racial animosity” in the King beating.

^Straight out of South Africa'
* “It is straight out of South Africa or the Deep
South at another time,” Lomax said. She noted
&hat the comments help “verify what has long
heen suspected, at least by members of the mi-
nority community.”

. “We already had the smoking gun — we had
Ihe video,” said Assemblyman Curtis Tucker Jr.,

D-Inglewood. “This just goes to show what state
:of mind the officers were in when they stopped
jKing — obviously racist, hostile to King, obvi-

ously confrontational”
- Mayor Tom Bradley issued an angry statement
Upon landing in Honolulu on a city business trip,

t “The transcript sickens and saddens me,”
Bradley said. “It is dear that the officers demon-
strate a casual and cavalier attitude toward this
horrific beating. In addition, it appears that big-
oted remarks are not only tolerated but applaud-
ed (within the Police Department).”
-• Gates has previously denied that racism was a

FBI/ DOJ



factor in the beating, but following the release of
the computer logs, he noted “it is a reasonable
interpretation that there is a racial slur here.”

Long after King was rushed to the hospital for
treatment of broken bones and multiple cuts and
bruises, another message was sent to the second
patrol unit. This one declared: “I haven’t beaten
anyone this bad in a long time.”

The officer in the second car responded: “Oh
not again . . . why for you do that ... I thought
you agreed to chill out for awhile . . . what did he
do?”
This brought a response: “I think he was dust-

ed (on PCP) . . . many broken bones later . .

.

after the pursuit.”

The two officers in the first car— identified as
16A23 — were Laurence Powell, 28, and Timothy
Wind, 30, said Cmdr. Rick Dinse, who is charge
of both the department’s criminal and adminis-
trative investigation.

^
Dinse said the previous call involved a domes-

tic dispute within a black family, which was
settled without violence but added to the belief

that racial factors may have played a role in the
beating.

Officials have not yet determined conclusively

'

which of the two officers typed the messages,
Dinse said.

#

The logs contain no reference to communica-
tions by the third indicted officer, Theodore Bri-

seno, 38. But the sergeant, Stacey Koon, 40, sent

the following message to the Foothill Division

station after the incident:

“You just had a big time use of force . . . tased
(referring to the stun gun) and beat the suspect

of a CHP pursuit, Big Time.”

A tape of the police radio communications
released Monday also showed that the officer

who asked for an ambulance for King, informed
the dispatcher that he needed help for “the vic-

tim of a ... beating,” laughed and muttered
something unintelligible.

The tapes and computer logs, released late

Monday afternoon following a request from
Bradley, detracted from a warm showing of sup-

port Gates received earlier in the day.

Several hundred officers end civilian employ-
ees greeted the chief as he arrived for work at

Parker Center and chanted “Gates must stay” as

he slowly proceeded past them down the crowded
hallways.

His eyes filled with tears, Gates proclaimed
himself the “luckiest man in the world” and
vowed once again not to resign.

I

Contributing to this article were Copley News
Service writers Norma Meyer and Paul Pringle.
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6 others

at beating

identified
Gates renews vow
to remain in office

* By Patrick McGreevy
and Tom Chorneau

j

Daily News Staff Writers

\ As hundreds ofLAPD employ-

ees and other city workers
cheered embattled Police Chief

Daryl F. Gates on Monday, in-

* vestigators identified six more of-

*ficers who were present during

tthe March 3 beating of Rodney
KGlen King.
\ The officers were identified in

|
an affidavit police filed to obtain

* a search warrant for the Foothill

* Division police station in con-

nection with a criminal investiga-

v tion into the beating of King by

;
police officers after a traffic stop

:

in Lake View Terrace.

t
The officers identified in the

: warrant obtained Monday were

present during the beating but

tdid not actually kick or hit King,

* the affidavit said. One ofthe offi-

cers, Tim E. Blake, was named in

^a lawsuit that claims several

Foothill officers severely beat 36
1

participants at a baptismal party

in Arleta last year, according to

Leon Gilbert, an attorney who
filed the suit.

Felony assault and other

charges were filed last week
against three officers seen kicking

and beating King with nightsticks

on a home video recording and
against the supervising sergeant.

According to an affidavit filed

in Municipal Court in support of

a search warrant filed by police

investigators, other officers iden-

tified from the videotape as being

on the scene were Rolando So-

lano, Danny Shry, Paul R. Geb-

hardt, Robert J. Simpach and
Louis M. Turriaga.

The warrant said that Turriaga

was identified as stepping on
King’s legs while King was being

handcuffed.

One of the officers named in

the affidavit on the Lake View
Terrace incident acknowledged
Monday he was at the scene of

the incident but said his attorney

has advised him not to talk about

it

“I’d like to be able to say that

almost all of us arrived as it was
ending,” said Simpach, a 17-year

department veteran. “No one’s

happy that any of this hap-
pened.”
Simpach said he has been ta-

ken out of the field but has not

(been asked to talk to a grandjury

investigating the incident.

The District Attorney’s Office

is planning to present the grand,

jury with evidence involving

I other police officers within the

next two weeks, said Sandi Gib-

bons, a spokeswoman for the

prosecutor’s office. •

“Our investigation is continu-

ing, and we do intend to pursue

this with the grand jury,” Gib-

bons said. “We’re looking at

other officers who were at the

scene.”

(
Gibbons declined to say which

officers will be discussed with the

grand jury.

l^ie incident has prompted
outrage across the country and
-calls for Gates to resign, but on
Monday the police chief got a
hero’s welcome from about 400
police and city employees as he
.arrived for work at Parker Cen-
ter.

—
Gates again vowed to fight ef-

forts to remove him “with all my
strength.”

‘The support for me has been
overwhelming,” Gates told re-

;

porters. “To leave office now, I

" think I would be doing a grave

disservice to these fine people, it

' would tell them that there is

something very wrong here,

something in need of an over-

haul, and I don’t believe that’s

the case.”

Organized by a Los Angeles

public relations firm, the pro-

Gates rally moved from the

ground-floor entrance of the po-

lice headquarters, to the eleva-

tors, and finally to the sixth-floor

hallway leading to the chiefs of-
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Police officers, secretaries and
workers from across the street at

various other city departments
chanted “Gates must stay,” wear-
ing yellow ribbons and displaying

signs.

Gates, eyes welling up, told the
crowd that the expression of sup-
port was “humbling,” and that he
“was not going anyy/here.”

The event was organized by
Michael Sands, a public relations

consultant who said he did so at

t the request of police officers and
department employees, whom he
declined to identify.

Sands said it was his under-
: standing that the workers present
were on duty but using their
break time toparticipate.

Gates said that although he
realized a campaign to oust him

. was moving forward, he accepted

f
Mayor Tom Bradley’s word that

.

the Mayor’s Office was not be-
hind it. He said that Bradley’s ap-

r
pointment of a longtime mem-
ber of the American Civil Liber-
ties Union, Stanley Sheinbaum,
to the police commission, was
“reasonable.”

flce
*
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The. search warrant file'

the Foothill police station in^
coima allowed investigators v .

seize the aluminum batons, boots
and clothing of four officers who
were indicted last week by a
grand jury on felony assault

1

charges.
,

;

Investigators looking for blood

stains and other evidence took

the batons and clothing from the

lockers of Officers Laurence.

Powell, Ted Briseno and Tim
Wind and Sgt. Stacey Koon on

March 8, according to the court

affidavit.

The affidavit says the 10 offi-—

cers — the four charged and sixt

of the others present — were ^

identified on the videotape by
Sgt. Robert Ontiveros, the sta-

r

tion’s assistant watch command-

1

er for the day watch.
'

' Watching the videotape taken
"

by an eyewitness who lives near„

the site ofthe incident, Ontiveros

said it appears that only three of-

ficers — Wind, Powell and Bri-

seno— kicked or hit King.

: . rviyuiiy U. VHUH/waiiy nci

Chief Daryl F. Gates said Monday he “was not going anywhere.'
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LAPD’s

unsavory

Time for a housecleaning.

W hy is. Daryl Gates still chief of the
Los Angeles Police Department? It

was plain last week he should leave. His
leadership is discredited. His department
is in disrepute. Some residents fear his

officers, and Los Angeles itself is distract-

ed and shamed by the mounting evidence
— intolerable yet incontrovertible— of his

department’s unsavory appetites.

. It is not enough to discipline the 15 offi-

cers who either beat or watched the beat-

ing of Rodney G. King.
Transcripts of dispatches

B,,I,T,,,,III,IIII1,IB“
between squad cars and
with the watch com-
mander’s office prove
that racial slurs and
jovial violence are not
aberrations, as Gates
blandly suggests. I
haven’t beaten anyone
this bad in a long time,

said one transcript. Oh
no, not again, came the teasing reply.

Oh no, not again. . . . The implications

hang in the air as plain and poisonous as a
smothering smog: Without the evidence of

the videotape, the attack would have been
chuckled over and then forgotten, like

some bad joke. In turn,' that implies that

even with several officers indicted and
others to be disciplined, the problem can’t

be treated by disciplining patrol officers

only. The command failure is complete. So
must be the hous'ecleaning.

The transcripts and the videotape estab-

,

lish that casual racism and brutality is'

common in the LAPD. Fifteen officers.

Such a rampant lack of

discipline and compassion,

such widespread decay, can

only exist with the license

of force commanders.

m
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randomly brought together, either pum-
meled King dr watched without interfer-

ing. Other officers, discovered with equal

randomness through computer and radio

transcripts, made easy racial slurs and
considered the heating, humorous; =Such a.-

rampant lack of discipline and compassion',-
-

such widespread decay, can only exist with
the license of force commanders. '

. Gates sits at the top of the department’s .

food chain;, he sets:-the rules for survival
|

below. And what are those rules? That i

blacks are "different,” that Latinos are
lazy; that immigrant
Jews might be Soviet
spies and that a furious

beating can be corrective,

"I hope he.(King)'getshis

life, straightened. ,out„”

Gates said earlier this
.

week. "Perhaps this will !

be. the vehicle to move
him down the road to a
good life instead of the

life he’s been involved in for such a long

.time.” In other words. King a beneficiary;

his attackers’ are angels of tough-love,

Apparently, Gates’ rules include self-delu-

sion and arrogance, too.

Gates cannot be personally responsible

for every bad cop on his force. He is, how-
ever, personally responsible for the vicious

patterns of behavior that the King episode

has uncovered. And he has, finally, a per-

sonal responsibility to do what he can to

restore honor to his department and credit

to his leadership. That means he must
resign before he is,' in a bruising campaign
that has already begun, forced out., ,
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jLos Angeles incidentmabecratiqrt
by DerrickZ.Jackson r w;:
5 A ' g^iig: of Los Angeles-policemen;;,

recently beat a black man, Rod- \

. ney King, to a pulp. The torture

ivas caught on video. Los Angeles police

jbhief DaryLGates^called it "an aberra-;

:

tion

^

;

?: in Los,^
AngeleVnor in the United States. All cCf
jjis-ban be victimized by street crime al

the hand's of civilians;- All of us want a

i .

j
- v

1 '-
i

-

1

L */*.;I Ah.

'L,h
z chi rh4 .cofe »• I. fh

The common denominator >

for a. crackjn your head is

"dark skim
* *j._va hP-\ 'T-Lfi

1

• n?-*’

i t-t i ty.Ts".* !

'(h.i Aith+v-h i js

'

fi- i/ Str'i
"Wilkes .was .a. ch’ampionship"basket-

•>“

ball star. Today heis a-businessmah/In- ;

. diligent police force. Whatwe can not -. December, heWS*
jbol«rat$»If

.sf^te^ponoj^ed^rimiisin.^ .

-widet^edl&d^Ahpdes. After iyilke#S

' 1 Thil-terrerLsm ldibi$'no’ .difference ^
between parolees or pinstripes; button; 'foe'detem^ytiie-

>

,

down collars or blue collars, -wingtips 'or

Air Jordans,- gold'Wedding rings-or gold

bhains; .The._cprnmQn denominator for

faiistaken' iddntity,4%nexj»lainfid- deten-

tion and a- crack" in your’head :is dark
Skin, ik i« V;’;v':

v
/.'.'’h

.Uv-.'lV .

f- Let' Us start with Kixigv- .When was . .

'ythe last time you read'nf a"white p§?-; » saidhefit'tKe'profileofacrooL

ofm'Ievm]
.
and billy clubbed half to death fort-- -McHale’ bein&;cuffe!d;;for art unlighted

:

.
-allegedlyspeeding?" '

- lioei^;9late?;^i^lY?as the la&'ftme

g Let us. move’on to Jamsial Wilkes.
,

the police Were so sloppy they stopped a

mid Dee Brown.'
•

'
’ Danny Ainge with drhwn guns?
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" Brown.is a rookie;Celtics star. Lastigi

year, he wja^putj tdjtlie ground at gun-

point iri Wellesley," Mass., at a time he

wanted-to buy rthouse there. The police
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him- on' the! floor -Jgj
and^handcuffed

'

’ES*?
him, saying .he,ran C j
drugs,- A federal
jury awarded Mor-’ /
gan $540,000 in / ,M
damages; / jjfpj

When was the •
' t&Ml

last-time you
heard of white

,

Hall of Earners . V
being handcuffed ‘

j|-

.accused of being

* hast year, two .

black, female: jour- '
:•

nalists, from The
Detroit News and

.
V4Bb»sB<1

The New .York
Times, ‘ were UeQc<%it Crtift
stopped in airports “bisk 3 inc al IW
by .narcotics cops.

-
.

•

In the 1970s,, Les Payne, a. Pulitzer

.
Prize-winning'journalist from News?

' day- 'Was prevented by police from driv-
ing through an exclusive Long Island
suburb.

When,was the last time you heard of
a white; Pulitzer Prize-winner being
stopped .-for, bringing down the iieigh-

_ borhpod?
‘ In 1984 in'New York, police rammed
through the door of 'a 68-ye’ar-old
grandmother to evict her for $396 in
back rent. The police knew the woman

HERE$THE ^rfUAtiON.^oute ik l.A.>andYou Jusr gx&et>e&
''

was mentally disturbed.. They refused,

to wait until she calmed down. The,
police said she held a knife. The police

killed her with two shotgun blasts.

When was the last*time you heard of
a white, elderly woman being wasted
by police for failure to pay rent? '

- \

In New York City in the early 1980s,
a graffiti artist was beaten to death by-
police. In upstate New York in the mid-
1980s, a youth was choked to death by

:
. -

a guard at a movie theater. *

When was the last time yon heard;of
a white subway artist, no matter ?how
bad. -the music, being killed by police?

When was the last"time you;:Keard of a
white movie patron, no matter *how
rowdy being choked with bare hands?

1

*

The answer to most of the ’above
* questions is going-to be hevbr. ‘

t

s

Derrick Z. Jackson is a Boston Globe
columnist * .

George Robeson is on vacations
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Associated Press

BEyERLY HILLS — Twenty-one police officers'
were involved in the savage beating of a black

j

motorist captured on videotape, not 15 as was pre- i

vmusly acknowledged, a Police Department official
j

said Tuesday.
"It is our belief at this point that 21 LAPD offi-

Cei
\T-
were sce

.

ne>” Lt. Fred Nixon said.
Nixon was reacting to a statement earlier Tues-

day by an attorney for Rodney G. King that 25
officers were at the scene of the March 3 beating of

!

his client. '

Attorney Steven Lerman also said his client
wants to sue for $56 million — $1 million for each

1
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LAPB: 21 officers, not 15, were
at scene of brutal King beating
CONTINUED FRONTA1

blow inflicted by police officers.

Lerman told a news confer-

ence his investigators had
enhanced the amateur videotape

of. the beating and said he now .

believes as.many as 25 officers

were involved.

"This is going to get a lot big-

ger and a lot badder before it’s

over,” Lerman said.
' ;

. Nixon said the new depart-

ment figure fits with Lerman’s
25 officers because Lerman was
including officers from^ther -

agencies." '

. - ;

In his strongest statement yet

on-the King beating, Mayor Tom
Bradley says that he will seek an
investigation of racism, at all

levels of the Police Department.
In a telephone interview Tues-

day night from Hawaii where' he .

is attending a National Football

League owners meeting on the
1993 Super Bowl location, Brad-

ley said that' growing evidence

about the attack has convinced

.

him that racism is not confined

to the Los Angeles Police Depart-

ment’s Foothill Division.
' The mayor said that he is con-

sidering the appointment of an
independent commission to con-

duct the investigation of the Los
Angeles Police Department
"from top to bottom.

"That’s the chief, the deputy
'

chiefs down to the training offi-

cers and the supervisors in the

field,” Bradley said.

California’s Assembly speaker,

the Los Angeles Times and the

county’s largest union on Tues-
day joined the calls for the city

police chiefs ouster because of

the beating of King, who is black.

Gov. Pete Wilson on Tuesday
also condemned the officers

involved in the beating of King,

but he stopped short of criticizing

Gates.

In his first comment on the
incident, Wilson issued a state-

ment calling the officers "a dis-

grace to their uniform and its

proud traditions” and applauded

King Gates

the decision to prosecute them!'

"The brutality of the video,:
;

taped beating could not help but ;

outrage and turn the stomach dfv
any decent person, but must *

have especially repulsed thevast-

majority of decent and conscien-

'

tious police officers,” Wilson
said. •

At least three officers pum-
meled King, 25, of Altadena, fol-

lowing a car chase initiated by

'

the California Highway Paitfol.

King, who was unarmed, .was

struck nearly 60 times with''!

police batons, kicked and .

shocked with an electric stun
gun.

King suffered a broken right

eye socket and 11 broken skull

bones. Lerman said his hospital

expenses were •.approaching
$50,000.

Three white police officers and
a sergeant were indicted by a
county grand jury on felony
assault charges. The District

Attorney is gathering evidence

against 11 other officers police

say were present when the beat-

ing took place. The attack also

prompted investigations by the.

Police Department and spurred
the U.S. Department of Justice

to begin a natipnwide investiga-

tion of police bnitality.

Lerman showed reporters still

photos taken from the videotape

and said they clearly showed a
CHP officer standing near the
beating and putting away his.

nightstick.

"Before this is over, we’re
going to find out who this High-
way Patrol officer is because he’s

as culpable as the LAPD officers

.
standing there,” said Lerman.
Mike Botula, spokesman for

/ the District Attorney, declined
comment, on.Lerman’s state-''

,ments. :He said the transcript of
1

^ah|Sjury proceedings that led

.td the indictments last week of
the four, officers would be.

;
released in 10 days. — :

^^rman^who visited King at
’

l
an midisclo^d.hospital earlier-in

. ;the‘ day, said he. askedhis client

. whether he felt th^beatiriglvas'

racially motivated.- Lerman-quot-

'

'{don’t wanted say^es.d'tdoh’t
v-want t6.st^a>nqt?’{

5^
•*

Lerman- sard hd|sp6n would
. file .lawsuitg :again$phe- city in-

state, court aileging^assault with
a deadly weapon, false arrest and
false imprisonment, and in feder- -

, al court alleging civil rights vio- •

lations.
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PERSPECTIVE ON POLICE

LAPD Furor Calls for

Broad, Special Probe

An independent panel could

restore public confidence and
recommend ways to make the

chiefaccountable.

By WILLIAM R. ROBERTSON
~

and RONALD A. DiNICOLA

I
n 1970, a police officer named Frank
Serpico .came forward with reports

of widespread graft and corruption

in the New York Police Department.
Frustrated by the failure of his superiors

to act on his reports over a period of

years, he finally took his story to the
New York Times. The story stunned the

nation as the charges of police corrup-
tion and subsequent deparnmental
shake-ups became front-page news

* across the country.

New York Mayor John Lindsay soon
announced the formation of an inde-

pendent commission, a “citizens’ group,”

to be chaired by federal Judge Whitman
Knapp, at the time a Wall Street lawyer,

and including Cyrus Vance and other

prominent New Yorkers. Its task was to

Teview the city’s procedures for investi-

gating corruption.

The Knapp Commission had a great
and positive psychological impact on the
public. Various attempts to deny it

funding, to limit its subpoena power or

to otherwise frustrate its mandate failed.

When city funds eventually ran out,

federal funds allowed it to complete its

work. It conducted its own investigation

-that extended to the systemic causes.and
nature of police corruption and there-

fore went beyond the scope of grand
jury proceedings. Its public hearings

were an important and tangible symbol
to the community. Over time, the com-
mission came to be viewed on a local and
national level as a forum with integrity.

In determining the .appropriate re-

sponse to the crisis facing the Los
Angeles Police Department, it is neces-

sary to see beyond the day Chief Daryl

Gates holds office. With or without

Gates, important questions need to be
answered if we are to make meaningful

progress in finding a long-term solution

to the problem of police brutality. The
deep emotional fissures in the communi-
ty dictate that these questions be pre-

sented and resolved in- a formal and
public manner. The formation of some-
thing similar to the Knapp Commission
would be one way of dealing with this in

a comprehensive’fashion.
We strongly recommend that Mayor

Tom Bradley form such an investigative

'

r
body, granting it a mandate that in-

' eludes investigating specific instances of

police harassment and brutality, the

institutional causes of any pattern of

harassment and brutality that may be

found to east, and the issues, of public

accountability and tenure of the chief of

* police. An investigative commission
would represent to the nation and the

community a bold response by local

government to the need for accountabil-

ity within our police department. Amer-
ica is watching as Los Angeles decides

whether and to what extent a democrat-
*

ic society can place so important a state

function as chief of police beyond the;

reach of elected civilian government.

Neither the grand jury process nor the-

Police Commission is the appropriate-

forum in which to address these issues."

The
'
grand jury's scope is generally;

restricted to investigations of specific--

' criminal actions and it conducts its,

business in secret. An investigative*

commission would not be so restricted*

and, more important, it would provide a*

public forum and a measure of commu-]
nity participation. With all respect to

the Police Commission, it has neither
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the type of ’d^tmim^nve/lfeatterf re-

quired. In addition, it might present a

conflict .of interest to have such an

investigation carried out by the very

body responsible for helping to manage

the department.

The mere formation of an investiga-

‘The Police Commission . . .

has neither the resources nor

. the time to engage in the

type of detailed investigation

required/

tive ’ commission would have several

positive effects. It would focus attention

on identifying and implementing long--

term structural change within the de-

partment. It would permit the develop-

ment of a comprehensive factual record

regarding allegations of police miscon-

duct and mismanagement. And it would

provide insight into the manner in

which the City Charter should be

changed -to .ensure that the chief of

police is made more accountable to the

public.

The highest law-enforcement priority

in a democratic society is protecting the

public from civil-rights violations car-

ried out’ under color of law. Forming an

investigative commission is a necessary

first step in satisfying this priority. It

would be important for Los Angeles, for

the country and for civil rights.

William R. Robertson is the executive

secretary-treasurer of the Los Angeles

County Federation of Labor,
AFL-CIO;

. Ronald A. DiNicola is a lawyer and

- human-rights advocate
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MayorTom Bradley

Bradley Blasts

‘Bigotry’ of

Police Officers

A statement by Mayor Tom
Bradley released Monday night:

£ shocking footage of 15

1 officers brutally attacking ,

Rodney King still haunts our city.

Today, a transcript of conversation

that took place before and after that

brutal incident shows a callous

disregard for the victim and a deeply

disturbing racial remark. The
transcript sickens and saddens me.

Last week, when I heard in

general terms about a

communication that night, I knew
that information must be released

to reveal the state of mind of the

officers involved. And now that

I've seen a transcript of the

conversation, it is clear that the

officers-demonstrate a casual and

cavalier attitude toward this

horrific beating. In addition,- it

appears that bigoted remarks are

not only tolerated but applauded.

The people of this city have been

slapped in the face by the attitude

and bigotry of these officers. These

malicious comments raise

questions that are just as serious

and disturbing as those raised by

the Rodney King beating. The
public must know how deep these

prejudicial sentiments run in the

LAPD. The Justice Department,

district attorney and Police

Commission are already
investigating the circumstances of

the March 3 beating of Rodney
King. The federal authorities are
looking at all cases of alleged police

brutality in the last six years.

The Rodney King beating and
the words of these few officers

have set back our police force and
our city for years. It is no longer
possible for any objective person to

regard the King beating as an
‘aberration.’ We must face the fact

that there appears to be.a

dangerous trend of racially

motivated incidents running
through at least some segments of

our Police Department.
The Police Commission has

already begun its look at the type
of training that is currently being
implemented to foster tolerance

and openness to people of all races
and backgrounds. The commission
is also examining whether the .

department’s command structure

permits these tragic incidents to

occur. Based upon these wprds, it

will be hard for the people of our
-city to believe that the
department’s current training or
command,structure are adequate.

The city is committed to

restoring the public’s faith in our
department. To prevent these acts

from occurring again, the officers

involved in the March 3 incident

must be accountable. With the
grand jury indictment Friday and
the continuing district attorney
investigation, I know justice will be
done.”
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Police Documents

Disclose Beating

Was Downplayed
Investigation: Highway Patrol officers say they were

‘shocked’,at the level ofviolence used by police. Reports

studied by grand jury add detail to the King incident.

By RICHARD A. SERRANO, times staff writer

Unaware that they had been videotaped, Los Angeles police officers and
"supervisors downplayed the level of violence used to arrest Rodney G,

King by claiming that he suffered only cuts and bruises “of a minor
-nature,” according to internal police documents reviewed by The Times.

x

In contrast, three California

Highway Patrol officers who
‘watched how the police officers

attacked King were so “shocked”/
at the brutality that they took note

of the officers' name tags.

“I didn't see any need to hit him
with a baton,” CHP Officer Melanie
Singer later told investigators.

These conflicting accounts of the

March 3 incident in Lake View
Terrace are contained in hundreds
of pages of confidential police re-

-ports, witness interviews and other

official materials collected by in-

vestigators and studied by the Los
Angeles County grand jury, which
.indicted a sergeant and three offi-

cers last week.
The documents lend substantial

new detail to the early morning
arrest that prompted allegations

that the beating fits a pattern of

abuse by Los Angeles police offi-

cers and has spurred calls for the
* resignation of Chief Daryl F. Gates.

Central to the case against the
officers is an amateur videotape of

the beating that has been telecast

nationwide. Contrary to what po-
lice officers initially reported about
King's arrest, the 25-year-old pa-

rolee from Altadena was struck up
Mo 56 times. His doctor says he
suffered a dozen broken bones.

The Times, which gained access

to the grand jury records, found:

•Sgt. Stacey Koon, the lead

Police Department supervisor at

the scene, reported that although

the officers repeatedly struck

King, the man's injuries appeared

to be light.

- In his daily report, filed before

' his shift ended that day, he-wrote; '“Several
facial cuts due to contact with asphalt. Of a
minor nature. A split inner lip. Suspect
oblivious to pain.”

Koon also stated that the officers “deliv-

ered a tprrent of power strokes, jabs, etc.,

to arms, torso and legs. . . . Taser [a police

stun gun] going the entire time. Finally

wore suspect down.”
In Use of Force reports submitted by

Koon and Officers Laurence M. Powell and
Timothy Wind, they listed King’s injuries

as only “contusions and abrasions."

They also marked boxes on the Use of

Force reports stating that King “attacked

officers,” “continued some resistance” and
“increased [his] resistance.”

In fact, the videotape shows that King is

often in a defenseless position as the

officers circled and hit him repeatedly.

•Although Koon has been sharply criti-

cized for allowing the beating to get out of-

hand, CHP Officer Singer told investiga-

tors that one Los Angeles police officer

grabbed Powell's arm to stop him after the

first few blows were struck. She said Koon
yelled at Powell: “Stop! Stop! That’s
enough!” The beating momentarily ceased,

but then resumed.
•On the day after the arrest, Sgt. Steven

Flores of the Foothill Division was con-
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tacted by Paul King, who said he wanted to
file a brutality complaint on behalf of his

brother, Rodney.
Flores, in a report about his conversation

with Paul King, said King told him there
might be a videotape of the arrest, and that
the tape would back up his contention of
police abuse.

Flores told Paul King that if he found the *

tape, “call us back and release it to the
"LAPD.”

The sergeant then wrote: “According to

the reports, physical force was used in

arresting [Rodney] King, but the force was
justified. No further action is recommended
until the results of the use of force invests
gation are reviewed and evaluated, and
unless additional evidence, such as a video-
tape or witness statement, is obtained.”

His report also notes that nowhere in the
police reports of field interviews, watch
commander's log or sergeant's log is there
any mention that King had two friends

with him in the car when they were
stopped for speeding.

"•Higher up the chain of command, a
lieutenant also backed the conclusions that
only a small amount of force was used to

. subdue King. Lt. P.J. Conmay, who was
Foothill watch commander on March 3,

wrote that when Koon's Taser gun failed to
faze King, “he was ultimately subdued
after several baton strikes.”

I
n reviewing these reports, the grand jury
decided to indict Koon, Powell, Wind and

Officer Ted Briseno on charges of assault

with a deadly weapon and unnecessarily
beating a suspect under color of authority.

Koon and Powell were also charged with
filing a false police report.

Kopn faces an additional charge of being
an accessory after the fact in what Dist. j

Atty. Ira Reiner has called a “cover-up.”
Reiner has not elaborated. The grand jury



investigation into the conduct- of other

officers is continuing.

Once King was arrested and Koon was
back at the police station, the sergeant

reflected on the difficulties officers had in

controlling King.

“Always have a backup plan with a use of

force/’ Koon wrote in his daily report “It

doesn’t always work the way you’re trained.

Taser doesn’t always immobilize. PR24 [the

police baton] doesn’t always cripple, etc., if

you don’t have a frame of reference.'

“Officers tend to panic when things don’t

work the way they’re supposed to,” he
added. “A backup plan prevents panic, and

'

it don’t hurt to have lots of backup,

especially with POP users.”

Koon was invited by a supervisor to

share his thoughts at a future ‘ station

roll-call meeting.
'

Dr. Antonio Mancia, an emergency room
physician who examined King shortly after

- the incident, determined that there was
“no clinical evidence” that King had taken

drugs.

The three CHP officers at the scene

came away shocked at the level of violence

used on King. Their dismay was height-

ened when they later viewed the videotape

on a television broadcast.

“It reminded me of a monster movie,

where the monster gets shot and still is

coming at you,” said CHP Officer Tim
Singer, describing the repeated blows to

King.

Another CHP officer, Gabriel Aid, said

he arrived after King was already hogtied.

Aid said he was asked by one Los Angeles

police officer, “Did you get any blood on
your hands?”
The Singers, a husband-and-wife team

riding in a two-officer car, first noticed

'

King when he and two passengers were
driving on Interstate 210 at what Melanie

Singer estimated were speeds of up to “100

miles an hour.” She said King refused to

stop, even after her husband advised him
over their car bullhorn: “Pull over to the

right. We won’t hurt you.”

Los Angeles police officers joined the

pursuit, which came to an end in the 11700

block of Foothill Boulevard in Lake View
Terrace.

Melanie Singer said that when King got

out of the car, he first appeared jovial,

smiling, laughing and dancing. At one point,

he grabbed his buttocks and paraded in front

of them, she said. He also appeared “heavily

intoxicated” and “seemed very strange.” As
she approached King, she said Koon told her,

“No, no. Get back. We’ll handle.”

She said Koon twice shot King with the

stun gun, and King stumbled to the ground.

“Officer Powell ran up and struck the

suspect on the right side of his head with his

baton,” she told investigators. “The suspect

clasped his hands to his face and screamed ,

with pain. He was bleeding. Powell then
struck him five to six more times in rapid
succession in the head and neck area.”

She also described the blows as “causing
his face to split.”

'
.

“Mr. King appeared to be less resistive/’

she recalled. “I considered him disabled.”

At that point, she said, none of the Los
Angeles police officers gave King any
instructions on what they wanted him to
do. “I asked Sgt. Koon if he had called for

' an ambulance and he said, ‘No, not yet/
that he will or ‘We’re in the progress/ or
something to that effect,” she said.

At the scene, according to one of the
CHP reports', Aid suggested to the Singers
that they copy the names off the identifica-

tion tags of all the police officers there.

The Singers said they then turned their

backs to King so they could keep watch on
- King’s passengers.

Later, the CHP officers said they were
shocked when they saw the subsequent 50
baton blows that were captured on the
videotape. They said they were unaware
that the beating was continuing.

“I definitely was not a witness to what I

saw on TV,” Melanie Singer said. “I was
shocked when I saw it on TV because I

never saw that [part of the beating]
happen at the scene.”

The statements also differ on whether
King actually threatened the officers.

Two nearby residents, along with Paul
Beauregard, a Los Angeles Unified School
District police officer, recalled that King
acted aggressively toward' the police when

vhe got out of the car.

“Mr. King was fighting and kicking
while on the ground,” Beauregard told
investigators.

“Mr. King’s fists were clenched and he
had his hands at shoulder height,” said
area resident Dawn Davis. “He was getting
ready to fight with an officer.”

But others disagreed.

“The subject did not display any aggres-
sive behavior,” said Josie Morales, a resi-

dent. “In fact, he appeared to be passive.”

King’s two passengers, Bryant Allen and
Freddie Helms said that although they got
out of the other side of the car, they could
tell from their friend's screams that he was

,
under attack.

Allen said that during the car pursuit, he
repeatedly urged King to slow down, to no
avail. King, he said, “must have gone into
shock, because he continued driving.”

Allen said the three of them had not
injected drugs, but each of them had
consumed 40 ounces of Old English 800
malt liquor.

As Allen lay on the ground, he said he
could hear “whacking sounds” coming
from the other side of the car..The whacks
lasted for three to four minutes, he said. “It

sounded as if. bones were being broken or
someone was receiving a busted skull,” he
told investigators.



©

At one point, he said, a Los Angeles
police officer jeered at him and asked: “Do
you want to be like your homeboy?”
Helms said he was asleep in the car, and

woke up when they came to a stop after

the chase. After they got out of the vehicle,

Helms said he turned to look at King when
an officer suddenly struck Helms on the

side of his head with what felt like a baton.

“The blow to the head resulted in*

bleeding, which ran over to the left side of

the head/
1 Helms told investigators. The

report also said Helms “got blood on the

collar of his shirt.”

As the police officers were leaving,

Helms said, he asked for assistance on how
to get home to Altadena because he did not

know exactly where he was. “He was told

by the officers that they had additional

calls and could not help him.”

At Pacifica Hospital, the CHP officers

assumed they would retain jurisdiction of

the case because it began with a chase on

the freeway. However, Melanie Singer said .

Koon had different ideas.

“When we arrived at -the hospital, I

started my paperwork,” she said. “I walked

over and was talking to King when Sgt.

Koon came over and told me that they

were going to handle the arrest because
* they had injuries.”

In a March 5 interview at the hospital,

King tried to explain to investigators what
had happened. “I know it wasn't a racial

thing,” he said. “But they didn't have to

beat me this bad. I don't know what I did to

be beat up.”

At that time, King was unaware that just

minutes before the beating, one of the

officers had made an apparent racial slur

‘about African-Americans. . .

O n Tuesday, King said through his

attorney, Steve Lerman, that the

police comment about “Gorillas in the

Mist” was “clearly a racial slur.”

“That's the way they think,” King said.
M<

. . . I fear the police. I fear them.”

Although the four indicted officers are

white, police sources said that at least one

of the officers at the scene is black.

Lerman said he plans to file a lawsuit

against the city of Los Angeles by the end

,pf the week asking for $56 million in

damages—$1 million for each blow King

reportedly suffered. He said he also will

file a damage claim against the state

because at least one CHP officer can b§

seen in the videotape putting his nightstick

back in its holster, or “ring.”

“This man is every bit as culpable and

guilty as the LAPD officers who stood

there,” Lerman said. He did not identify

the.CHP officer.

f Lerman said King believes there may
, have been twp sergeants at the scene, that

I

the officers were trying to kill him and that

when he was taken to jail, he kept thinking

I about his predicament: “Who's going. to

'believe you? Who's going to believe you?”

. King also . did not know that shortly

before he was stopped by police, the

Foothill officers participated in a special
r
training session on

,

the uses of force.

- On Tuesday, the Police Department disr-

‘ closed that 21 LAPD officers, not' 15 as

•originally reported, were at the scene of the
‘ King beating. Department’.spokesman Lt.

Fred Nixon said the 21 include the four who
were indicted and possibly two in a helicop-

.

ter. The officers arrived at different times

and Nixon said the department is trying to

determine who was there and why.

The hew figures mean that at least 27

uniformed officers from various agencies

were present: 21 from LAPD, four from the

CHP and two from the Los Angeles Unified

School District.

In addition to the four officers who were

indicted, grand jury reports identify 13

other Los Angeles police officers at the

•‘scene. They are: David 0. Avila, Tim E.

Blake, Susan J. Clemmer, Paul R. Gebhardt,

Christopher J. Hajduk, Ingrid Larson, David

A. Lovei Joseph F. Napolitano, Kenneth A.

- Phillippe, Danny Shry, Robert- J. Simpach,

Rolando Solano and Louis M. Turriaga.

Times staff writers Leslie Berger, Charisse

Jones, Sheryl Stolberg and Tracy Wood contrib-

uted to this story. i
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TIMES STAFF WRITER

The crisis over the Rodney G. King beating trailed
Mayor Tom Bradley on Thursday as he ventured from
City Hall for a daylong sweep through schools, business-
es and social service centers in the Harbor area.

It was the mayor's most extensive public appearance
;
since the March 3 incident plunged the city, its police

- force and its chief into the center of a national
\ controversy over police practices.

Normally, such “Area Days” are little-noticed,
parochial affairs that offer Bradley a chance to mingle
with constituents, confer with local business leaders
about their troubles and visit the myriad community
programs funded by the city.

But Thursday the Rodney G. King case kept
- resurfacing.

It dominated one of the mayor's first stops at
Banning High School in Wilmington.

Before a racially mixed audience of 300 students in
the school’s auditorium, Bradley fielded question after
question—about the beating incident, about the histo-
ry of police misconduct in the department and about
his own experiences as a black Los Angeles Police

* Department officer in the 1950s and 1960s.
The students applauded when Bradley reiterated his

outrage at the conduct of the officers involved in the
King case and the need for changes in the department
to “get rid of any strain of racial animosity or abuse of
police authority.”

Does Bradley think Chief Daryl F. Gates should
* resign, one student asked.

ke has the authority and ability to say,* *1

retire,' ” the mayor responded. “No requests are going
J t° make any difference until the chief recognizes that
he, by staying on, may be damaging the department.

' That's a judgment he has to make. I hope that
judgment will be made by him in a conscientious
fashion.”

Responding to another question, Bradley said there
was racism in the Police Department when he was an
officer, including a kind of “unwritten rule that no
black was ever going to rise to a position higher than
lieutenant.” Bradley was the department's first black
lieutenant.

Typically, there are no television news crews
in sight during the mayor’s routine community
visits.

But on Thursday they showed up in twos, threes and
fours at nearly every one of Bradley's 12 stops. Should

;
Gates go? Can the Police Commission remove Gates? Is
the mayor going to name a high-level citizens

*
^commission to investigate the Police Department, as
The Times reported? What about the governor's

‘ remarks in support of the chief?

J
By midday, the mayor was lagging nearly 45

* minutes behind schedule because of all the impromptu
news conferences.

While the controversy trailed the mayor, his hosts

along the way tried to keep Bradley's attention
focused on their problems: the redevelopment of the
San Pedro waterfront; funding for a proposed trolley
through the San Pedro shopping district; and a plan to

;
bring more tourism to the Harbor area to offset the

. thousands of shipbuilding and other jobs lost in recent
years.

Although the news media pursued Bradley through-
out the day, the public sometimes displayed little

interest in the controversy.

Longshoreman Juan Diaz, who was snapping pic-
; tures of the mayor outside his union hall, said the
police controversy is not a big deal in San Pedro. "The
police are very well-liked in this area,” he said. “We
have no complaints.”

* Jerry Gains, president of a Harbor area homeowners
coalition, agreed, noting that the Harbor is miles from
Los Angeles and has its own police division. Many see
it as their own Police Department, he said. “We’re
very supportive of the police,” be said.

FBI / DOJ
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Pressure by

Bradley, Others

on Gates Grows

By HECTOR TOBAR
and RICH CONNELL
TIMES STAFF WRITERS

A political storm that has swirled

around Police Chief Daryl F. Gates

; since the videotaped beating of a

motorist gained intensity Tuesday
after Mayor Tom, Bradley’s decla-

ration that the case has uncovered
“a dangerous trend of racially mo-

* tivated” misconduct by Los Angel-

es police officers.

From the state Capitol in Sacra-

mento to Los Angeles City Hall,

there were new’ calls for Gates to

resign, more proposals for long-

term police reforms and an odd
quiet from politicians who long

have been the fiery chief's most
vocal supporters.

Later, in a televised interview

, from Hawaii, the mayor seemed to
r

be nudging Gates toward a decision

: to leave his post.

In an interview broadcast at 10

p.m. by KCAL Channel 9, Bradley

said that the beating of Rodney G.

King and its aftermath had caused

the Police Department to suffer
’

“grievous” injuries to its reputation

* that would take years to remedy.

The mayor said: “It would help ... in

i the healing process if the chief would
retire.”

: It was his strongest statement on what
/the chief should do since the political

/maelstrom began after the March 3 inci-

j,
dent.

i As evidence of the political volatility of

the case, White House reporters peppered
•^•President Bush’s spokesman with ques-
tions Tuesday about the King beating.

/
“I*m sure, like all Americans, [President

> Bush has] seen the tape, which has been
^played on television so many times,”
« Marlin Fitzwater said. “And I know that he
1 shares everyone in America’s concern by
V those disturbing pictures.

^ “But we don't have a position on the
- police chief of Los Angeles.”

In that last regard, Bush appeared to

share ambivalence with Los Angeles City
[Council members who seem downright
* uncomfortable when asked what should be
/ done about Gates.

“I'm in a very delicate 'position,” said

/Councilman Richard Alatorre. He said that

commenting would jeopardize his wish to

remain objective as chairman of a commit-
tee that oversees the Police Department.
The debate over Gates was invigorated

by an extraordinary statement from Brad-
ley late Monday upon arrival in Hawaii, to
promote the city's bid for the 1993 Super

*

Bowl. Pasadena was selected late Tuesday.
The mayor was responding to the release

of internal communications between offi-

cers—computer logs that indicated officers

had joked about King's beating and made
racial remarks about blacks.

“The people of this city,” Bradley said,
*

,
“have been slapped in the face by the

-attitude and bigotry of these officers. . . .

It is no longer possible for any objective

-person to regard the King beating as an
/aberration.’”

He continued: . . there appears to be a
dangerous trend of racially motivated inci-

dents running through at least some seg-
ments of our Police Department.”

The statement was unusual for Bradley,
who in his 18-year tenure as mayor

rarely has spoken out with passion on
* ^sensitive, race-related issues.

Other politicians spoke out Tuesday.

/ Assembly Speaker Willie Brown (D-San
^Francisco) called on the people- of Los

jr Angeles to “recapture their police force

^from the police . . . and turn it back over to

/[the citizens.” He told a Sacramento news
^conference that the King episode “has not

.

£;been dealt with as sternly and as firmly as it

should have been dealt with. That starts

/with and ends with the police chief, period.”
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m Gov. Pete Wilson made his first state-

ment on the incident Tuesday. While not
^calling on Gates to resign, he said: “The
^savage beating of Rodney King by four
}LAPD officers is a disgrace to their

^uniform and its proud traditions.”

J*
The Los Angeles County Federation of

ZLabor adopted a resolution asking Gates to

resign. Bill Robertson, head of the federa-
tion and one of Bradley's closest political*

allies, said that Gates should “set aside his

monumental ego and do a service to the
community which he claims to love.”

• Robertson said he was “disappointed”
and “dismayed” that Bradley and the City
Council had not yet demanded Gates’
resignation.

“I think there is a real groundswell
within the community of people who feel

precisely the same way,” Robertson said,

“and we trust Chief Gates will hear this

message.and tender his resignation, for the
good of this city.”
’ One longtime acquaintance of Bradley
speculated that the mayor will call for

Gates to resign if and when he believes

“there is no way to put the community back
together again and no way for the depart-
ment to function.”

Bradley's unusually strong condemnation



of the racial remarks 'made by officers

probably reflects deep felt anger based on
the mayor's own experiences, said this

source, who asked not to be named, •

While Bradley lobbied football officials,

Councilwoman Joy Picus introduced a pro-
posed Charter amendment that would elim-
inate civil service protection for the police

chief and other department heads. In some
ways, her measure goes further than a
similar proposal offered by the mayor last

week.
Picus was one of the few council mem-

bers willing to operate in public view on the
sensitive King affair.

Privately, some council members said

they feel limited in the action they can take.

Some said they believe Gates should re-
sign—but declined to say so in public.

"Gates should go, but it's a question of

how it's done,” said one council member,
who spoke only on the promise of anonym-
ity. "The more the issue becomes polarized,

the tougher it's going to be to convince him.
Here's a guy who's been on the force 42
years. He wants to fight back to save his

career.”
*

GOP political consultant Arnold Stein-
berg, who recently observed that Gates
would make a strong mayoral candidate,
was less optimistic Tuesday. .

"The chief doesn't want to leave under
fire,” he said. “But [there is] no question his

days are numbered.”
Steinberg remarked on the silence of

Gates' traditional allies on the City Council,
To survive this crisis, he said, Gates would
need his council supporters to step forward
and defend his management of the depart-
ment.

Among those he singled out was Coun-
cilwoman Joan Milke Flores, a Republican
who represents the Harbor District. Flores
was ill Tuesday and unavailable for com-
ment, her staff said. Spokeswoman Niki
Tennant said Flores thus far has chosen not
to take a position.

"I think she's waiting to see the whole
thing played out,” Tennant said. “She's
waiting to see the evidence as presented in

the [police] commission. . . . She’s' not
taking a position on [Gates].”

A spokeswoman for Council President
John Ferraro, often one of Gates' strongest
supporters, said the councilman has not
publicly criticized or defended the chief. He
"hasn’t said anything,” the spokeswoman
emphasized.

Greg Nelson, a spokesman for Council-
man Joel Wachs, said he and Wachs on

5 Tuesday were still attempting to formulate
a position on the King controversy.

Shortly after the King beating, Wachs
supported a motion to have Gates address
the council and speak about the -incident.
The motion failed. Nelson said Wachs
thinks Gates "has a proud record of being a
strong disciplinarian” and that it might be
•helpful to go over that record.

"The biggest problem is we know very
.

few facts,” Nelson said. "And a lot of it has
to do with magnitude of the issue. I don't
think anyone wants to act irresponsibly and
shoot off their mouth.”

Several council members are mounting
reelection campaigns, and their positions on
the King beating and Gates' tenure as chief
could well arise as issues in the April
elections.

Two incumbents up for reelection, Coun-
cilman Nate Holden and Councilwoman
Ruth Galanter, have endured catcalls at

' recent public appearances from critics who
think the candidates should be tougher on
Gates.

Kerman Maddox, a public relations con-
sultant running for the seat being vacated
by Councilman Robert Farrell, said: "Any-
body running for office, whether you're an
incumbent or a challenger, silence [on this
issue] can only hurt you.”

Times staff writers James Gerstenzang in
Washington, Richard C. Paddock in Sacramento
and Leslie Berger in Los Angeles contributed to
this story.



Passenger in King s car sues
By Jeff Mitchell beating of K^\Sh^iif0Ttew-
Uteff writer is preparing a $56 million Jaw-,
[ ?

ta™e
i suit, he said the case is vitiffiy,

LOS ANGELES — A passenger in the important to help preserve me
car driven by police beating victim Rod- civil rights of minorities m me
ney G. King filed a lawsuit in federal Southland ahd to protect mem
court Thursday, alleging that Los Ange- against police brutality,

les police officers violated his civil, Burton said that Aden asKea

Tights, physically harmed him and left him to file the lawsuit because

him psychologically traumatized. he believed the actions °*

Bryant Allen, a 25-year-old Altadena cers at the scene were forged out

resident, was riding with another Alta- of overt racism.
. „

[dena man, Freddie Helms, in King’s “This is a civil rights case,
,

Hyundai on March 3 when the car was Burton said. “It is aimed at as-

stopped and King was brutally beaten by sembling the evidence of the rac-
(

'Los Angeles Police Department officers i&t activities of the LAPD and in

| in Lake View Terrace. particular the Foothill Divi-

The lawsuit, filed by Pasadena attor- sion.” .

ney John C. Burton, seeks unspecified Since the March 3 incident,

monetary damages and names the city of
j

Burton said, Alleh has been slow

Los Angeles, Mayor Tom Bradley, Police to heal from both the physical
"nnwrl IQ T A TDT\ rtffiAQro +Txrrv
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Chief Daryl Gates, 18 LAPD officers, two and psychological trauma. 'f Allen claims that: 1

California Highway Patrol officers and a
|

“He’s been severely trauma- B “Overt and tacit anti-black'

'Los Angeles Unified School District offi-
tiE^or.^

e Iracjsm” existe within the l^PD
I cer as defendants. *

, aS thS specifically withm the Foot-

“My client was proned out, hand- them. Burton sai<|, addrng mat hm Dlvlslon.

cuffed, stomped and kiclmd, and made to ^ h
y
he
P
h^ worked ofl,: a His civil rights were denied

squirm like a worm m the dirt. Button
?hfKina case Was “particularly by the officers at the scene.

,
said during a news conference Thursday, me mng case w©

i

;

“He was slammed on me hood of a police brutal. He was subjected to exces-

vehicle and asked, ‘Do you want to wind jn an interview in Thursday’s sive force, false arrest and had
; up like your homeboy (King)?’ ” New York Times* Allen said, his life threatened by the offi-

Police spokesmen could not he reached “They slapped me twice against
|

cers.

for comment in calls made to the depart- the car,” threatened that he ™n<,n1rp(1 in an
ment’s media relations office after hours, might be beaten like his friend,* .The officers

L^^fdcts be-'
;

Among the defendants in Allen’s suit frisked him and covered his face effort to cover up me tacts oe

are Sgt. Stacey Koon and officers Laur- so that he Could hot see what hind me incident,

ence Powell, Timothy Wind and Ted Bri- Was happening. During me news conference,
seno, the four men indicted by a county . . .. Allen said . King which Allen did not attend, Bur-

1

grand jury last week for allegedly as-
hâ

y^UTscreSng "! just ton claimed mat Bradley and
saulting King and filing false police, re- had

_

stopped sc

^ s
J

aid.- Gates were just as responsible
ports.

; i. j. ah , “Whatever wal’ happening to .forwhat happened that night as
While Burton admitted that Allens Whatever was

were mere wim night-

case does not compare in severity to the Sor goMs in thejigs injmnd, —

He was subjected to exces-

sive force, false arrest and had
his life threatened by the ofli-

C.UVC JCUWCil, JL VYJUAVA CU1W X VIA JU»JL j.

|

seno, the four men indicted by a county

,

grand jury last week for allegedly as-

saulting King and filing false police, re-

ports.

While Burton admitted that Allen's
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itnesses:

mg jeered

at hospital
By Dawn Webber
THE LOS ANGELES DAILY NEWS

Police officers who arrested

Rodney King on March 3 later

taunted him at the hospital,

boasting that they “played a lit-

tle hardball” and “hit quite a
few home runs” while beating
him with their batons, witness-

es told the grand jury.

Other witnesses said King
was slow in responding to com-
mands and struggled briefly

with police, but laid down pas-
sively and absorbed the blows
after officers began beating
him, according to a transcript

of the grand jury hearing re-

viewed by the Los Angeles Daily
News.

Witness testimony contained
in the transcript provides new
details of King’s actions on the'

night of his arrest, the extensive

use of force by officers in re-

sponse, and their attempts later

to downplay the incident.

As a result of that testimony,
four, officers from the Los Ange-
les Police Department were in-

dicted last week in connection
with the beating of King —
which was captured on video-
tape by an amateur photogra-
pher.

Melanie Singer, a Highway
Patrol officer on patrol with her
husband, Officer T.J. Singer,

told the grand jury that several

Los Angeles Police Department
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cars joined in the chase — which ended
when King pulled over on Foothill Boule-

vard in suburban Lake View Terrace.

“(King) appeared almost happy and he

was smiling” as- he got out of his car, held

his hands about chest level as he had been
told and then put them on the roof of his

car, she said.

Five or six Los Angeles police officers,

who had drawn their guns, told him to lie

down but he did not do it immediately,

Singer said.

“He was just laughing,” she said.

After three or four commands, King got

down on his knees. Singer said that she

went to take King into custody when Sgt.

Stacey Koon — who was the ranking Los
Angeles Police Department officer at the

scene — told her, “Stand back. We’ll han-

dle this.”

She said that she complied because Koon
“is a sergeant— he’s the on-scene supervi-

sor,” even though he is from a different

department.

At the time, King was on the ground as

if he intended to do a push-up when Powell

stepped forward and grabbed King’s left

wrist and another officer grabbed his right

wrist, as if to put handcuffs on him, Singer

said. She said King jerked his arms away
and stood up,

“They were all trying to grab control of

FBI/ DOJ



him,” she said, adding that five or six

officers surrounded King, who swung his
arms wildly and pushed them away*

According to Singer, Koon told King: "If
you don’t stop resisting, I’m going to shoot
the . . . Taser.”

She said that Koon then told other offi-

cers to "back away” and fired an electric

dart into King’s back.

After the beating and arrest, King was
taken to Pacifica Hospital in nearby Sun
Valley for treatment. Two nurses said that
unidentified Los Angeles Police Depart-
ment officers taunted King while he was
being treated.

Nurse Carol Diane Edwards, testified
that two officers brought King in wearing
handcuffs and leather restraints on both
ankles and his right wrist.

She said King asked whether he would
be released during the day because he had
a baseball game to attend. He said that he
worked as an usher at Dodger Stadium.
Edwards then related a conversation be-

tween King and the officers:

"You are not going to be out of here for

a long time,” one officer said.

“We played a little baseball tonight,
didn’t we?” he asked King.
"What do you mean?” King replied.

“We played a little hardball tonight and
you lost,” the officer said.

Edwards testified that she was asked by
police whether she smelled alcohol on
King’s breath, and she replied that she did
not. She testified that King 'was not a
problem while in her care.

Lawrence Davis, another nurse at Pacifi-
ca hospital, gave a slightly different version
of the conversation between King and the
officers and added that he also heard offi-

cers make racial slurs during a conversa-
tion among themselves.

"I just heard a couple words — it was
something like, ‘This n . . .

’ something
or other.”

Davis testified that the officers told him
King was dangerous — a former felon out
on parole for armed robbery — and possi-

bly under the influence of PCP when they
brought him in.

Davis said that he detected no visible

signs that King had used alcohol or drugs.

He said that King spoke clearly and co-
operated.

Dr. David D. Giannetto, who treated
King, told the grand jury that King ap-
peared mildly intoxicated.

"Basically he just said that they, you
know, ‘Beat the hell out of me,’ actually,

‘Beat the s— out of me,’ is what he told
me,” Giannetto said.

Other witnesses called before the grand
jury included Los Angeles Police Depart-
ment officials who identified officers at the
scene of King’s arrest.

Sgt. Robert L. Ontiveros of the the de-
partment’s Foothill Division identified
Powell and Wind as the officers who were
shown hitting King in the videotape. He
identified Briseno as the officer who ini-

tially stopped Powell from hitting King but
later kicked King himself.
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TheHidden

Strength of

ChiefGates
nyone watching the Los Angeles

City Council and the police

commission meetings Wednesday
would have bet Chief Daryl P. Gates was
on his way out—and quickly.

Shouts of “Gates must go! Gates must

.

go!” rocked the first-floor auditorium of

Parker Center—the police

•headquarters—as the commission

conducted a hearing on the Rodney G.

.King beating. The commission and Gates

sat and listened, the chief expressionless

except for an occasional, scornful smile.

This was government by screaming, a

day of mobs and media, just like in Tom
Wolfe's novel “Bonfire of the Vanities.”

Television camera crews lined up inside

and outside the auditorium. As the

tumultuous public hearing drew to a

close, Channel 7's reporter went on the

air live, ordering his cameraman to give

him a close-up of the beleaguered Gates.

A short time later, the noise level was
only a couple of decibels lower at the

City Council. “It's not only that Gates

must go, but Gates will go!” shouted one
’

‘speaker. That prediction was made with

great certainty.

But know this: Behind the shouting

and the televised images, the chief's

position is stronger than it seems.

First of all, the chiefs job, as has been

widely discussed, is protected by the

Civil Service system. Gates reports to the

Police Commission, which is appointed

by Mayor Tom Bradley. But the

commission can't fire him. It can only

recommend firing to the Civil Service

Commission, also named by the mayor.

That recommendation is not binding
(

on the civil service commissioners, a

small handful of appointees who so far

have not been asked to play in this civic

4rama. This commission must hold .

lengthy hearings structured to protect

the employee, a process shaped by years

of court decisions upholding the sanctity

of the Civil Service system. Advantage
always is to the accused.

When Gates appeared before the City

Council on Wednesday, it was clear that

in addition to this systemic protection he
enjoys some significant political support.

It was not so much what council

members said, but what they did—little,

telling gestures. Joel Wachs never stated

how he felt about Gates' tenure, but he
sure acted like a friend. Wachs asked

Gates the easiest of all questions: What
will you do to rebuild confidence in the

LAPD? That gave the chief the floor for

a long soliloquy in defense of his regime.

Add Ernani Bernardi to the pro-Gates

ranks. He wondered aloud why the

California Highway Patrol and Los
Angeles school district police, whose
officers witnessed the King beating, have
escaped criticism.

The two black members of the City

Council, Nate Holden and Bob Farrell,

also were reserved, which might surprise

those,who have seized on the fact that

the beating victim was a black man and
the beaters were white. Holden told me
that he is reserving his opinion until he
sees whether Gates has generated a
pattern of discriminatory behavior.

Afterward, Councilwoman Joan Milke
’

Flores said she thought it all showed
Gates' strength on the council. Council

President John Ferraro agreed. “None of

them have said he should resign,” said

Ferraro. “By not saying anything, the

council is saying he should stay.”

Why the support? Constituents are one
reason. Joy Picus, who represents a

largely white, fairly affluent portion of

the San Fernando Valley, told me most of

the constituent calls to her office favored

Gates. Council members also are grateful
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for additional cops provided for trouble

:spots in their council districts. Any time

there's trouble in Zev Yaroslavsky's

^Westwood Village, the streets are lined

with blue. Wachs and Valley cops

worked closely together to try to clean

up streets of drug dealers in Sepulveda.

As Chief Gates reminded the council, all

of their districts received such help. \
“This,” he said, “is a Police

. Department that has supported you.”

D
Council support isn't a matter of votes.

5 The Civil Service system has taken the

• question of Gates' job tenure out of the

: hands of the council and the mayor.

; That's what it's supposed to do.

: Fifty-four years ago, reformers changed

i the City Charter to do just’that because

they didn't want a police chief made
captive to politics.

Rather, council backing, even if it is

expressed through silence, serves as a

counterweight to the political pressure

being exerted by Mayor Bradley and his

aides, who are trying to force the chief

out. With Bradley mainly acting as
'

cheerleader, his aides and key supporters

are trying to so heat the atmosphere, that

Gates simply will give up.

This is psychological warfare, and

Gates appears to have taken up the

challenge.

“No one is going to force me out of this

office,” he said Thursday on the “Today

Show.” Knowing he has friends on the

City Council will strengthen that resolve.

This fight isn't over.

lfl/jV \A - )W5zA>
FBI/ DOJ
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Gates says

he’ll retire,

but not now
By John Polich

THE LOS ANGELES DAILY NEWS

Without setting a defi-

nite date, Los Angeles Po-
lice Chief Daryl F. Gates
says he will retire once he
restores public confidence
the Police Department
lost because of the beating

of motorist Rodney King.

Gates decision — an-
nounced Thursday night
in a speech to public rela-

tions executives . in Sher-

man Oaks — comes as he
faces mounting pressure
from civil rights and black
community groups and na-
tional outrage concerning
the videotaped beating of

King on March 3.

“Once the prestige of

this department is re-

turned, once we are satis-

fied that we have whatev-
er answers we might be
able to find, once I’m as-

sured that we have re-

duced this to the point
J

fhat it’s humanly possible to re-

duce the possibility of this ever

happening again, once we
‘achieve that — and I think that

.can be done in a very short

period of time — then I will be
satisfied an I’ll go ahead and go

jretire,” Gates said.

;
Gates insisted that he will re-

sist demands for his immediate
resignation but said he will re-

tire once the department imple-

ments reforms to ensure that

the King incident will not hap-

pen again.

Gates: Til be 'out of here’

Questioned about the possi-

bility that he could face a recall

vote, the chief said, “My under-
standing is.that it would not be
on the ballot until 1992. I’m
going to be out of here by
then.”

Gates’ statements marked
the first time he has backed
away from his pledge to remain
in charge of the department de-
spite widespread calls for his

ouster.

Bradley suggested this week
that the chief’s resignation
could begin a “healing process”
between the Police Department
and the community but he
stopped short of demanding it.

When he began his speech,

Gates quipped that the contro-

versy has made him consider

seeking help from a professional

public relations organization.

He also joked’ about a seminar
on violent crimes he attended
shortly before the King beating.

“I’m an expert, as you know,
on violence,” he said sarcasti-

cally.

.
During his speech, Gates said

he repets having said during
the initial days of the crisis that
he would not paBs quick judg-
ment on the officers involved in

the beating. He said if he had
to do it over again, he would
decline comment on the beating
until after the police investiga-

tion was completed.

“Clearly if I had come out
that very day . . . and declared

that this was a terrible thing, a
crime, then I would have judged
those officers and anything 1
would have done from that
point forward ... would have
been questioned in court,” he
said.
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He said he believes that the
LAPD’s 8,300 officers unani-
mously support him, and he al-
so believes he has the over-
whelming support of the public.
The chief cited a poll conduct-
ed by Los Angeles CBS radio
station KNX Thursday morn-
ing in which 78 percent of those
calling the station said he
should not resign.

’

'

“People are choosing up sides
and my side is winning,” he
said.

Asked if any good had come
from the Kong beating, Gates
said the incident had re-empha-
sized to officers in fire LAPD
and elsewhere that they should
only use force when it is reason-'
able and necessary to do so.

-“If that isn’t ingrained in ev-.
ery brain of 8,300 officers by*
now, it never will be,” he said.

' Later, when questioned by
^reporters in the lobby of the

"Valley Hilton Hotel on Thurs-

day, Gates refused to be more
specific.

‘Awful nature*

-Gates defended calling the
incident an “aberration” by
saying, “The intensity of this,

the awful nature of it ... it was
just that — an aberration, in

my judgment.” . . . —
FBI/ DOJ
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Bush: LAPD beating

tape ‘made me sick’

;

Wilson calls Gates ‘scapegoat

’

-

By Howard S. Gantman
and Benjamin Shore

COPLEY NEWS SERVICE

Even as a drive was launched
Thursday to recall Los Angeles

police Chief Daryl Gates, Gov.

Pete Wilson charged that Gates

was being made a “scapegoat”

and President Bush urged a fair

hearing for the chief despite the

“sickening” acts of some of his

officers.

As the controversy over the

police beating of Rodney King
took on an increasingly partisan

shape, a citizens group an-

nounced a “blue-ribbon” cam-
paign to show support for the

embattled chief.

But in his strongest words to

date on the issue, Mayor Tom
Bradley said Gates “may be
damaging the department” by
hanging on and suggested that

if the chief listened to the voice

of the people he would step

down. • •

Wilson, however, told report-

ers during an appearance in Los
Angeles: “I don’t think the

chief should resign nor should

people ask for his resignation

until a case can be made that

there has been dereliction on
his part.”

Speaking out for the first

time on the March 3 videotaped

police bludgeoning of Rodney
King, Bush told reporters at the

White House: “What I saw
made me sick. It was sickening

to see the beating that was ren-

dered, and there’s no way to

explain that away. It was outra-

geous.”

Bush, at the start of a meet-
ing with Attorney General Dick
Thornburgh and FBI Director

William Sessions, said Gates
“has been an exemplary police

chief’ and suggested any effort

to remove him should be “a
matter for Los Angeles” to de-
cide.

The president said the chief

was “entitled to his say” on the
issue and should get “a credible

hearing.”

Nevertheless, Bush vowed
that a federal. probe of police

abuse in Los Angeles and other
areas of the country would pro-
ceed at full speed.

“Law enforcement officials

cannot place themselves above
the law that they are sworn to
defend,” he said. “This admin-
istration wQl investigate possi-

ble breaches of federal law ag-
gressively «nd prosecute
violators to the full extent of
the law.” - -

Gates’ future has become a
focal point in the controversy
over tiie beating of the black

• motorist by at least three white
police officers as another 22 law
enforcement officials looked on.
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The three primary officers
and the sergeant supervising
them face a Los Angeles Supe-
rior Court appearance today to
enter pleas on a grand jury in-

dictment that includes charges
•of assault and entering false po-
lice reports.

The investigation is continu-
ing as prosecutors seek to deter-
mine whether charges will be
tiled against the other officers

'who were at the scene but failed

to stop the beating.

King blood analysis

Meanwhile, police announced
•that .ah analysis of blood and
urine samples taken from King
five hours after his arrest found
he had alcohol and traces of
marijuana in his system.

Lt. Fred Nixon said the
blood-alcohol content was .079
percent, just under the .08 per-
cent legal limit for drivers.

The tests also indicated 60
nanograms of cannabinoids, al-

legedly indicating a small
amount of marijuana intake.

Nixon said the information
was being released in response
to media requests. He down-
played speculation that officials

‘ were trying to discredit King.
f King’s lawyer, Steven Ler-
man, had previously maintained
that'his client was a devout Je-
hovah’s Witness who did not
-drink or take drugs. Lerman
failed to return repeated phone



calls Thursday for comment,
v A lawyer for Bryant Allen,
one of the two passengers in
King’s car, filed a federal civil

rights lawsuit Thursday seeking
unspecified damages against
the police officers, Gates and
Bradley, alleging that Bryant
was “sadistically threatened”
with great bodily ham.

Attorney John Burton said
Allen was “proned out, 'hand-
cuffed, stomped on the back,
kicked in the side, slammed on
the hood of a police vehicle
(and) asked, ‘Do you want to
wind up like your homeboy?’ ”

The King beating and other
recent incidents with racial
overtones like the Wilkes case
have resulted in a polarization
over the LAPD.
One of three residents be-

lieves Gates should resign im-
mediately over the videotaped
police beating of a black motor-
ist, according to a Los Angeles
Times poll published today.
Thirty-one percent of the re-

spondents to the Los Angeles
Times poll said Gates should
step down at once, and another

31 percent said the chief should
resign if an investigation cites

his officers with wrongdoing. ,

Bradley said Los Angeles res-

idents overwhelmingly say
Gates should go.

“Yes, clearly the people/ in

general strongly say to me and
to others by letter, phone call

and in person, they want the
chief to retire,” Bradley said at

an appearance at Banning High
School in Wilmington.
At his news conference, Wil-

son called the beating a “terri-

ble miscarriage of justice and
disgrace to the uniform of the
department,” but he suggested
Gates should not be forced out
by a “lynch mob.”
The governor said police

' squad car computer messages,
which included racial slurs

about an incident involving a
black family shortly before the
beating, were intolerable, but
Gates should not be held per-

sonally responsible.

“I think there are people who
are seeking to make him a
scapegoat,” Wilson said.

Recall effort under way
A coalition of civil rights

groups led by City Council can-

didate Kerman Maddox formal-
ly began a recall effort against

Gates by publishing a “notice of
intent” and serving a represen-

tative of the chief with a copy
Thursday morning.
Maddox is seeking to use an

unexplored section of the City
Charter to recall Gates and a
spokesman for the City Attor-

ney’s Office said the issue is

still under review.

If the city’s lawyers approve
the plan, the group must get

57,000 signatures to place the
recall on the next ballot.

A short time after the recall

proponents left Parker Center
police headquarters, a group of
citizens largely from the San
Fernando Valley announced the
“blue-ribbon” campaign to
show support for Gates.

Peggy Rowe Estrada, ex-wife

of actor Eric Estrada, told a
news conference “the silent ma-
jority” supporting Gates must
make their feelings known.
The newly formed organiza-

tion, Citizens in Support of the
Chief of Police, has scheduled a
rally for Sunday.
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on possible civil rights abuse
By Peter,Larsen i :

and Jaxon Van Derbeken " >
;

Daily News Staff Writers
;

'

The FBI will questioii nearly
200 police officers, at the.
LAPD’s Foothill Division- to,
determine whether there has j

beena.patternof civilrights
.abuseiby officers stationed

.
ther$iR^d^
andpolice unionofficials:’ .

•The ofRcers have been or-

dered by Police GhifefDaiyiF.

Gatfes'to-Cgoperaie, .with thCini

vestigation, which grew out of
thevidebtapedbeating-ofRoci-

ney Glen Kihg by.a.group of

March 3,. ~-'V

• ’Offideis'have beeh tolcfthey:

Officers focus ofcM rights probe
FBI / From Page 1

answer the FBI’s questions, offi-

cials with: the Los Angeles Police
: Protective League, said Saturday.' .

The league haa "advised Officers

that they have a right to an attorn

ney, and told them that before an-

swering questions they should telj

the FBI they are cooperating
“under duress’- in violation of their
constitutional rights.

“The sole purpose of these'inter-

views is to prosecute police offK
cers,” the union said in a statement
to its members. - . Vv..

:

“There are obscure; little-known

federal laws pertaining' to civil

rights violations from the late

1800s that you may have unknow-
ingly violated,” the statement said*

adding: “Be careful, arid take de-

tailed notes of everything.”
Four Foothill Division officers

have been indicted in connection
with the beating of King in Lake
View Terrace,

FBI officials — who earlier this

month opened a civil rights investi-

gation into the King incident— de-

'

dined comment last week and did

not return phone calls Saturday.

But LAPD spokesman Lt. Fred
Nixon confirmed that the FBI has

expanded its investigation and
asked for names, addresses and

'phone numbers of every officer

who works at Foothill Division. *
.

At the*,FBI’s request* Gates’or-

dereri Friday that homeaddresses
and telephone numbers of all Footr

hill Division, officers be turned over

•to federafagents/ The department
notified the union ofthe order Fri-

day afternoon.
• ..George Aliano, president of the

Police Protective League, said the

FBI appears to be examining
whether the King beating was part

'Of a broad pattern of civil, rights

'abuse by Foothill Division officers.

“From the very beginning, peo-
ple have said there was a pattern,” .

Aliano said. “So now they’re going

to check it all out.
.

“I think (the FBI) is going to be

concerned with questions such as,

‘What do you know that goes on at

Foothill, what do you know about

the people involved.’

In a taped message on its hot
line, the union urged officers to co-

.

operate with the FBI— but to pro-

ceed with caution and note at the

outset that they are answering ques-

tions against their will.

The message advises officers that

before being questioned, they.
' should read the following state-

ment:
“I have been ordered to give you

statements against my will, in vio-

lation of the' First; Fourth, Fifth’

and 14th amendments.* I have been
:told tha;t if I. invoke my Fifth
Amendment right*Lwill bein jeop-

ardy of having- my employment
with the city ofhoi Angele$ termin-

ated: Under the
v duress of disci-

pline, J. am cooperating with you.”
- The First Amendment protects

the right of free speech, the Fourth
guarantees protection against un-
reasonable search, the Fifth pro-

tects people from being compelled
to, incriminate themselves, -arid the

14th guarantees due process.

. “You do not have to, be inter-

viewed at your home;” the union
message states. “IfFBI agents come
to your residence, you may tell

them to contact you at your divi-

sion of assignment , for an inter-

view.”

Officers should call the Police

Protective League “and we will

-provide an attorney for you,” the

union message states.

“Remember, it is a crime to give

false statements to a federal offi-

cer,” it states. “Tell the truth. Ifyou
don’t know the answer to a ques-

tion, do not answer. Do not give

opinions and do not hypothesize.

Only state known facts. Be careful

and make detailed notes of every-

thing. The FBI will not permit you
to tape record.’

UUA-tA'
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Cases have cost LA. $2.5 million
By Beth Barrett

and David Parrish
. „

Daily News Staff Writers ,

Over the past six years the city

has paid more than $2.5 million to

survivors and relatives ofpeople in-

volved in.LAPD shootings, accord-

ing to city records.

Some of those cases involved of-

ficers whose actions were judged to

be within LAPD’s shooting policy.

LAPD policy requires that dead-

ly force be used only to protect an
officer or others from immediate
danger. Firing at, or from, moving
vehicles is generally prohibited in

the policy.

“Deadly force shall only be exer-

cised when all reasonable alterna-

tives have been exhausted or ap-

pear impracticable,” states LAPD’s

r
use-of-force policy.

In the costliest case, in terms of

dollars, LAPD Chief Daryl F.

Gates concluded in his use-of-force

; report that Officers Brent L. Jones

and Jon G. Pearce acted within pol-

icy when they shot Murphy Pier-

son, 71, in May 1986 while he was

standing on his porch. At the time,

Pierson was holding a shotgun that

he reportedly had used to scare

away nearby drug dealers, accord-

ing to LAPD records.

Before shooting, officers with

LAPD’s Wilshire Division ordered

Pierson to drop the shotgun— un-

aware that Pierson had a hearing

impairment, city records showed.

When Pierson failed to obey the

order, the officers fired 1 1 rounds
hitting the elderly man four times,

. police records show. Although se-

verely wounded, Pierson survived

the shooting. His injuries now re-

quire constant medical care, ac-

cording to city records. *

The city has settled Pierson’s

wrongful shooting case for $1.8

million, according to. city records.

After reviewing the shooting,
1

Gates required the two officers to

attend an eight-hour Tactical Fire-

arms Training Course.

“I would have preferred that the'

officers used proper fire control

and target evaluation,” Gates
wrote.

Jones and Pearce still are LAPD
officers, according to records.

The District Attorney’s Office

ruled against prosecution, accord-

ing to records.

FBt/DOJ
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Ex-Gates deputy,

Dallas chiefcalls

beating ‘criminal’

Associated Press

DALLAS — Police Chief

William Rathburn, who be-

came the top Dallas police of-

ficer in Februaiy after serving

as a deputy chief in Los An-
geles, has written an open let-

ter condemning the March 3

beating of a black motorist by

Los Angeles police.

In the letter, printed in Fri-

day’s editions of the Dallas

Police News, Rathbum called

the officers’ actions an exam-

ple of “gross criminal miscon-

duct” and said that “physical

* abuse of any kind cannot and

will not be tolerated” in Dal-

las.

Rathbum also condemned
“less overt acts of abuse,”

noting that “any type of

verbal abuse, racial slurs in-

* eluded, cannot and will not be

tolerated.”

The chief concluded:
“Please know that this organi-

zation’s commitment to basic

decency starts at the top, in

my office. I pledge to lead by

example — to treat everyone

with dignity and respect and

to be fair and impartial in all

my actions. I simply ask that

you do the same.” -
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BlackForum

Ends Meetings

With Gates

By ANDREA FORD
TIMES STAFF WRITER

, When a Latino police officer

killed a black motorcyclist in Miami

in 1988, the city’s African-Ameri-

can neighborhoods exploded in an- .

,ger and riots. -

To prevent a similar tragedy

here, Los Angeles Police ’01116! .

Daryl F. Gates contacted leaders of

several local civil rights groups the

next year in the hopes of beginning

meetings aimed at helping defuse .•

potentially explosive situations and

• giving blacks greater access to the •

. .police Department.
' The group, called the Black .

Community Forum, grew to in-

elude 25 representatives of black .

organizations, businesses and .

churches and began meeting with

Gates bimonthly. •

But the partnership has fallen

victim to the controversy sur- .

’ rounding the beating by police of

Rodney G. King. •

When the forum was tp hold a

regularly scheduled meeting with

. .
Gates last Wednesday, the group

instead met without the chief and

decided that he would not be asked .

to attend, future gatherings. At an

• earlier emergency meeting of the

forum, the members told Gates that
_

he was no longer fit to lead the

Police Department.

Joe Duff, president of the Los

Angeles branch of the National .

Assn, for the Advancement of Col-

• ored People, said that during that *

emergency meeting he was told by

Gates, “I’m disappointed in you, Joe

_ Duff.”
. .

“The disappointment is mutual,

Duff said he replied. 1

‘ ‘ Forum members said they do not

intend to disband. They said they

will meet with other high-ranking

members of the Police Department,

. Police Commission and City Coun-

v cil as necessary.
- “If we want to speak with some-

, one in the LAPD, they will be there

r at our invitation. There^wiil^not be
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or

a standing invitation," said Mark
Ridley-Thomas, executive director

of the local chapter of the Southern

Christian Leadership Conference

and a candidate in the 8th District

City Council race.

Bill Shearer, vice president and

general manager of radio station

KGFJ and a forum member, said

the group would -like to see Jesse

Brewer, a former assistant chief

who retired this month, replace

Gates until a new chief could be

found.

Despite repercussions from the

King beating, Gates has said he will

not resign. He has not commented
publicly about the break with the

Black Community Forum.
According to Ridley-Thomas,

what Gates did and said in the

wake of the beating convinced the

group that “we hadn't gotten

through to the guy in the two years

we had been talking to him about

the gravity of the problems facing

the African-American communi-

ty."

Most galling, he said, was* the

chief's insistence 'that the King

incident was an “aberration.”

“For two years we have been

telling him about case after case of

police harassment," Ridley-Thom-

as said. “We have criticized him for

the outrageous statements he

makes, making it clear that they

were hot appropriate for someone

in a position of leadership."

Gates was sometimes defensive

in the face of such criticism, Rid-

ley-Thomas said, but that for the

most part Gates seemed sincere

about ironing out difficulties.

“I must'say that 80% or 90% of

the time he was a very careful

listener and gave us the impression

that he -was earnest," Ridley

-

^Thomas said.
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Federal probe to last week
Gates criticizes FBI decision to question officers at their homes

By Jim Tranquada
Daily News Staff Writer

FBI agents hope that question-

ing of all 240 officers in LAPD’s
Foothill Division about possible

civil rights abuses will take less

than a week, Police Chief Daryl

Gates said Sunday.

Saying he didn’t know why
FBI agents want to talk to every

.officer in the division, Gates crit-

icized federal officials’ insistence

that the officers be interviewed in

their homes, rather than on the

job.

“I- think there’s a bureaucrat

somewhere that made that deci-

sion and I think it’s bad deci-

sion,” Gates said. “I object to it

because I don’t see any reason to

subject the officers’ families to all

of this.”

The FBI’s civil rights investiga-

tion was started after a Lake
View Terrace resident trying out

a new video camera recorded the

beating of motorist Rodney Glen

King by Foothill officers on

March 3.

FBI agents declined comment
on the specifics of the investiga-

tion Sunday.
Speaking to reporters after a

pro-police rally Sunday, Gates

said he objected to the FBI’s re-

- quest last Friday for all Foothill

"officers’ home addresses — but

complied when the Justice De-
partment threatened to subpoena

them.
“(FBI Agent-in-Charge) Larry

Lawler has been extremely coop-

erative and is trying to make it as

easy on the officers as possible,”

he said.

Gates said he was “not quite

certain why” all Foothill officers

will be questioned. Four officers

have been indicted in connection

with the King beating.

The Los Angeles Police Protec-

tive League has advised officers

they have a righiito an attorney

and provided them with a state-

ment to read before answering

questions saying they are coo-

perating “under duress” in viola-

tion of their constitutional

rights.

All Foothill officers have been

ordered by Gates to cooperate

with the investigation and have

been told they could lose their

jobs if they do not, league offi-

cials said.

Gates denied issuing such an

order, saying officers are required

by existing policy to cooperate

with other law enforcement agen-

cies. However, he said he had no
objection to the league’s offer of

legal counsel to union members.

“The league has a responsibili-

ty to protect its officers,” he said.

“You should not read something

into that, that we are resisting or

the league is resisting. They are

not. They are simply being ad-

vised of what their individual

rights are.

l14/HA-W9A ^
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P
2,000
rally for

Gates
Airing ofKing video

prejudicial, chiefsays

By Jim Tranquada
* Daily News Stajf Writer

At his largest support rally yet*

Los Angeles Police Chief Daryl

F. Gates told more than 2,000
t

cheering, chanting supporters,

Sunday that the videotape of the

Rodney Glen King beating has

been shown enough.
’

- * - 1

Gates said television news
|shows should stop playing the

tape every time they mention the

March 3 incident, because it

! might prejudice the trials of offi-

cers indicted in the beating. .

:

f “That tape will be forever
’etched in my mind, and it should .

:
be,” Gates said. “But we have
{seen that tape over and over and
,over and over. No one is more •

upset with the officers involved .

than I am, but you know, they

deserve a fair hearing and they
,

cannot have a fair trial if that,

continues to be played over and
over again.” .

The crowd picked up Gates!'
(

words, chanting “over and over”
'

in unison.

As he has said several times in*

,
recent days. Gates told the crowd;

that gathered at the Police Acade-

my in Elysian Park that he in-

;

-tends to remain as chief until the 1

:
department’s prestige is restored.

^

“Maybe we ought to deal with
1

'this issue at the outset— Folks, K
am going to stay,” Gates said.

The rally was organized in re: -

-sponse to the furor over an ama-
1-

teur videotape that shows King -

being beaten- by officers in Lake**

View Terrace.
t

v

;
Speakers at the rally included i

:

two former police commission- i

!ers, television personalities and*.

City Councilman- Hal Bernson,

who is running for re-election in

his northern San Femandol Val-

ley, district. „ -

“The "newspapers have said the

City Council isn’t supporting Daryl

Gates— I’m here to dispute that,

Bernson said. “I support him. I say

•to you we need Daryl Gates now
more than ever.”

t Gates said last week that he plans

•to retire only after he restores pub-

lic confidence in the department,

which he thinks could be done “in a

very short period of time.”

As Gates spoke Sunday, a small

group of counter-demonstrators

gathered nearby to chant “Gates

must go.” But they were quickly
' drowned out by Gates supporters,
' who thundered “Gates must stay!'

Gates must stay!”

- Gloria Allred, a civil rights at-

torney who has been a courtroom

opponent of the LAPD and who
was at v times booed by the crowd,

said nonetheless that Gates should

not step down without due pro-,

v
ccss.*

“He deserves more than a lynch-

mob mentality that says Chief

Gates is guilty,” she said.

' Speakers at the rally cited a state-

ment of support for Gates from

Gov. Pete Wilson, who appeared

on national television Saturday on

, Cable News Network’s “Capital
1 Gang” commentary program.

“I think that we’re watching the

! attempted lynching (of Gates),”

Wilson said on the show.- “I don't

think it will be successful. And I

•don’t think it should be successful
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unless there can be a showing from

an honest and objective investiga-

tion that this is not an aberration.”

The governor noted that Gates

has been “flip and glib” on occa-

sion in making controversial state-

ments about blacks, Hispanics and

Jews. But he lauded the chief as de-

dicated law enforcement profes-

sional.

“What we are going to have to

determine is whether or not there

has been a pattern about which he

was unaware,” Wilson said.
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Foothill Station Seeks to Mend Fences

Police: Officers hold

open house in effort to

repair their image. The

men involved in the

r ., Rodney King beating were

assigned to the facility.

.. By AMY LOUISE KAZMIN
TIMES STAFF WRITER ‘

.

Los Angeles police set out the

coffee and cookies Tuesday eve-

ning and, with warm smiles,

' opened the doors of the Foothill

Station in Pacoima to area resi-

dents in an effort to repair the

division's battered image in the

wake of the Rodney G. King beat-
-

= ing.

The forum was the first in a

series of open houses that Deputy

Police Chief Mark Kroeker—the
new San Fernando Valley-area

commander—has ordered for ev’-

ery station in his jurisdiction.

The meetings are designed to

familiarize citizens with police pro-

ceedings, the stations and officers

so- community members will feel

that they have access to police

officials and feel comfortable com-

plaining if they are dissatisfied

with service.

The King incident, which was

videotaped and broadcast nation-

wide, was referred to only briefly

at Tuesday's * meeting, although

clearly it was on the minds of the

officers who presided and the more

than 30 people who attended.

"I am determined that something

good is going to come out of this,"

Captl Tim McBride, the station

commander, told the gathering.

“That is a very difficult situation

when we have seen that tape over

again and again . and again and

again, but we are going to grow

and we are going to be better."

But it was unclear whether the

forums will have the desired affect.

Christena Hughes of Lake View
Terrace brought her 10-year-old

twin sons so they would “under-

stand that there is a proper way to

act when you are stopped by the

police. If you don’t act the way
they want you—which is extreme-

' ly submissive—they will beat the

hell out of you.”

For nearly an hour and a half, in

the station's roll call room, a pa-

rade of officers spoke about various

department anti-crime initiatives,

community cleanup efforts and

youth programs.

Captain John Mutz, who moder-

ated the forum, reiterated over and

over again that citizens with gripes

against officers should always/

voice their complaints, which he"

said are taken seriously.
,T

4

King’s brother called the Foot?--

hill Station to report,
.
what

considered misconduct, but he wash

told not to bother unless he hai^
videotape or other evidence. -'iug:!

“I want you to be satisfied whew
you call us," Mutz said. “This'

program is for you to understah’dj

more about us. . . . We are ybifrj

servants.” .
- .

*,

Uo2
Russ Settell of Sylmar, an Am-

trak official, praised the attemptJtQ

make officers more accessible*. But*

he* said that police credibility, hgs]

been undermined by some officers^

refusal to cooperate with'the FBF£j

investigation ofthe King beating.
>, i1

“I Teel like the officers have

something to hide," he said, i;*

Dorothy Barnett, a 40-year Ar^-

leta resident and retired elemen1£r

ry school teacher, lamented that

the division's many positiyb

achievements were being over-

shadowed by the racism allega-

tions. But despite that, she said, she

is grateful that the beating of King,’

a black man, has drawn attention'

to the police. -vg

“I think they have been getting

away with this kind of thing for too

long," she said. “Thank God some-
body took a video." /..c
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Anger Against Gates Boils

Over at Public Hearing

Date:

Edition:

By PATT MORRISON and SHERYL STOLBERG
TIMES STAFF WRITERS

/ On the Fahrenheit scale, the auditorium regis-

tered about 80 degrees.

On the political scale, maybe 212. The boiling

point. When rage and frustration simmer and
overflow. When momentous things can happen. - *

, Inside the Parker Center auditorium, 3XA hours’

*• yorth of anger and invective and dism*ay, reaching

s irom the suburbs to the inner city, from March of

|| 1991 back to May of 1958, were parceled out five

;
ininutes at a time, to men and women who sought

* the two microphones.

i
* In response to the outcry after the March 3

Tideotaped beating of Rodney G. King, the Los
* Angeles Police Commission had called this public

Rearing for Thursday; anybody with a gripe against

the LAPD, they said, was welcome to air it.

Invitation accepted. Several hundred times over.

They spoke variously of God, of Martin Luther
King Jr. and of Richard Nixon; “he too said he
wouldn’t resign.” '

,

‘Gates must go!” the audience called, chorus-like,

with almost every speaker. “Get rid of the bum!”
Outside, the overflow could listen to the proceed-'
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kings on loudspeaker. Mostly, they unfurled banners
* on the lawn, circulated petitions, massed on "the

t traffic median along Los Angeles Street, their signs

soliciting drivers, “Honk if you want Gates out/*

|
If that was too complicated, then passersby could

deal with this placard, an unsettling reissue from the

1 1960s: “Off the Pork.”

| The object of all this vituperation, .Police Chief

f Daryl F. Gates, sat inside, onstage, second from the

right at a green-skirted conference table. Two blocks

. away, the Los Angeles County Grand Jury was

;
taking testimony about the conduct of some of his

officers. Before him, two long aisles of people waited
to excoriate him, as another 400 cheered them on.

An anti-abortion demonstrator named Debbie
. Grumbine, introduced by her companion as “a
- Republican, with white skin, as white as your^f ’

.

.

would weep into the microphone that she had
miscarried a pregnancy from a beating at the hands
of LAPD officers making arrests at an Operation
Rescue blockade. f
Under the melting lights of television, their

remarks were broadcast live on CNN. The timing
was not lost on Gates. A month ago, TV news was
consumed by the Persian Gulf War.
Now, “the war’s over, see,” Gates said. “If the war

had just lasted a few more days. . .

But what dozens of men and
women, most of them black, got up

' to say were things that spoke of a
war closer to home. Some had
waited years to say these things.

Some had just thought of them the
day they saw King being pounded
before the glass eye of a home
video camera.

In language that was by turns
ornate or Biblical or crude, it all

- came down to the same thing:

Something is wrong with the Po-
' lice Department-and let’s start with
Gates.

The city’s rhetoricians were in
evidence: Ted Hayes, the politico-

homeless man; anti-war activist

Jerry Rubin, and former cop Don
Jackson, due back in Long Beach
that afternoon to testify in the trial

of two officers accused of falsifying

a police report about him.
-Others were new to the spot-

light.

• Manuel Brule, now 68, holding
up' in front of the commission
something he had dug way back .

into his closet to find: a 1958 issue of
the now-defunct, black newspaper
California Eagle. Later, he splayed
it out on a glass case next io a
bronze bust of the late Police Chief

' William Parker. The front-paged
picture was Brule, his face swollen,

’

stitches below his left eye. “Police-

man’s
.
Handiwork,” it was cap-

tioned. A motorcycle officer had
pulled over his 1956 Mercury sta-

tion wagon, Brule said, then beat
him when he wouldn’t sign the
speeding ticket.

t • Ron Harmon, an apparatus

r
operator for the-city Fire Depart-

,
ment who took time off to be here,

i
to make the point from 11 years
working alongside police, that the

- King incident is “not an aberra-
tion,” that police are “often rude,

..
inconsiderate to the public.” Some
of his friends told him he ought not
to :come, that it would betray the
special links between firefighters
and police, hut “my loyalty is to the

i
citizens of this community,” he said.

!
-• Francisco Ortega, from the

:

North San Fernando Valley, invit-

;
cd to step to the microphone to
“tell the folks what they did to
you,” waved a pair of white pants
with what looked like bloodstains,

. and said, “They beat the [exple-
tive] out of me.”

(

To each speaker, the crowd
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cheered; some gave the same arm-
whirling, approving whoops they
had seen on the Arsenio Hall Show.
A small Latino man with a dandeli-

on-puff of white hair like conduc-
tor Leopold Stokowski's led his

own verbal orchestra with two
forefingers, cheerfully directing

the chant “Gates Must Go!"

Two people, both from Van
Nuys, stood up for the LAPD.

Into a hailstorm of boos, Lynne
Exe said: "I support the Police.

Department." . .

“I wish you had some black
s

grandchildren—you wouldn't even ‘

be saying that!” yelled a woman
j

behind her. -

Afterward, out in the lobby, Exe
was still shaking. “I have to lean up
against something," she said wan-
ly. The other pro-police speaker,

Mark Isler, led her to a pillar.

In one of those codas of great

events, Cheryl Wossenau had just

finished her remarks and gone to

the lobby for some fresh air.

O n her chest, she wore button

-

photos of her children,' Angela
and Michael Baker, one in the Air .

Force, the other aboard the battle-

ship Missouri. On a three-by-five

card she had printed, GATES OUT,
and pinned that on too.

And there, in the Parker Center
lobby, she had seen him, her first .

boyfriend, a man she had not seen
for nearly 20 years. He did not

want hjs name used.

They grew up, together in the
’

77th Street Division. He had taught

her how to drive. Their first date

was at his father’s church.

And here he was—on duty in a
civilian job for the Police Depart-
ment.

“If you had told me back in high
school I was going to be in the

Police Department, I’d have
slapped your face," he said,

laughing.

“And if you'd told me I'd be an
advocate. . said Wossenau, just

as cheerily.

For half an hour, as the speeches
;

flared and roared inside, they stood
j

and talked. They talked about the

old days, the old neighborhood.

And they talked about the way
each had chosen to make changes.

“It's interesting,” he said finally.

. “You've chosen to be visible. I've

chosen to* be invisible, and as

effective as I can.”
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4 charged Tn
|

taped beating
of black driver
N.Y, Times News Service

LOS ANGELES — A police sergeant
and three officers have been charged

j

with assault and other felonies in the

I

videotaped beating of a black motorist
that has tarnished the Los Angeles;
Police Department’s reputation and!

! triggered national outrage.
j

l

The officers — Sgt. Stacey C. Koon,,
40; Laurence M. Powell, 28; Timothy E.

,

j

Wind, 30; and Theodore J. Briseno, 38
— appeared in Superior Court to answer

|

;

a grand jury indictment that included i

I charges of attempting to cover up the

,

incident. They were released on bail
after getting time to. review evidence
before entering their pleas.

“It is a terrible moment and time for
serious reflection when officers who

I
have sworn* to uphold the law are

!
indicted for these most serious felo-

|

nies,” District Attorney Ira Reiner said
in announcing the charges.

He said the grand jury, which began

hearing evidence on the beating 1

'of Rodney G. King, 25, of Altad-
j

ena on Monday, will continue to

heat* evidence related to as*
‘many as 11 other police officers 1

i who were at the scene. i

Koon, Powell and Wind post-

ed bail of $30,000 while Briseno
was released on $5;000 bail. All
four men were ordered to return
to court March 22.

John D. Barnett, attorney for
j

Briseno, said that his client was

!

innocent and would be acquitted

;

I
by a jury.
“He did nothing wrong — he

I

should not have been indicted

land we believe the evidence is

going to show that,” Barnett

J

said.

Police records show that Bri-

seno, a nine-year veteran of the
l force, was suspended without;

pay for 66 days in 1987 after he !

admitted getting “too aggres-l

jsive” with a suspect who said
1

(during an administrative hear-,

ing that he was kicked and hit 1

with a baton.
j

Darryl E. Mounger, attorney

for Koon; Michael P. Stone, at-i

torney for Powell; and Paul De-

1

Pasquale, attorney for Wind, a

,

probationary officer, refused to

,

comment on the indictment

In the indictment, Koon, a 14-

year veteran, and the three pa-
j

trol officers are charged with

assault with a deadly weapon

and unnecessarily beating King
;

after he was stopped for a traffic
;

violation March 3.
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Officers delay

pleas in King
b | • The March 3 beating of the

Altadena construction worker
W W mm m ' has incensed,civjl;rights leaders, <^ III I^J| [politicians and activists nation-

1 wide. In the wake of the heating.
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By Kathy Braldhill

[ Staff Writer
.

I LOS ANGELES — Four Los Angeles

police officers indicted after a video- 1

taped assault on Altadena resident Rod-

ney G. King made their first public

court appearance Friday in Los Angeles
,

Superior Court, but delayed entering a

plea until March 22.
!

Officers Laurence M. Powell, 28, Tim-

othy E, Wind, 30, and Theodore J. Bri-

seno, 38, and Sgt. Stacey C. Koon, 40,

were indicted late Wednesday by a 23-

member county grand jury on charges

of assault by force likely to produce

[great bodily injury and unnecessarily

i beating a person.
. ,

„ !

I The charges include the special alle-

|

gations that the officers used deadly

[weapons, police batons and boots, and

[that the assault was committed under

color of authority. 1

Powell and Koon also were indicted'

on charges of submitting a false police

!

report. Koon faces an additional charge
\

\

of being an accessory after the fact. i

|

The indictments were announced ear- I

1 lier Friday by District Attorney Ira Rei- ,

ner.

“It is a terrible moment and time for

reflection when officers sworn to up-
1 hold the law are indicted for these most
serious felonies,” he said.

Only one of the officers' attorneys .

responded to requests to comment on
the case.

|

“The evidence will show he's inno-

cent,” attorney John G. Barnett said of
<

1 Briseno, “He didn't kick Mr. King, and
he didn't commit a crime. He didn't do

,

anything criminal, and he didn't do
anything wrong, and we’re confident in *

i

the jury system.” _ ,

• The March 3 beating of the

* Altadena constriction worker
! has incensed,civjtyrights leaders, 1

politicians and activists nation-

wide. In the wake of the beating,

numerous groups, including the
j

American Civil Liberties Union,

,

repeatedly have demanded that

Los Angeles Police Chief Daryl
)

Gates resign.

A Lake View Terrace man
testing his new camera video-
taped the early morning assault.

His footage showed three Los
Angeles police officers kicking
the prone King, striking him
with night sticks and prodding
him with a Taser, which delivers

,

jolts of electricity to subdue sus-

pects.

During the attack, a dozen offi-

cers stood nearby and watched
without taking action.

The district attorney's investi-

gation of the incident was expec-

ted to resume next week, appar-

ently with an eye toward the
possible criminal responsibility

of the other officers involved in

the case, including LAPD, Cali-

fornia Highway Patrol and Los
Angeles Unified School District

police^

’As a crush of news reporters
and photographers turned the
13th floor of the Superior Court
building into a media zoo Fri-

day, King, 25, was in stable con-

dition in the intensive care unit
of an undisclosed hospital after

undergoing surgery for his inju-

ries, said Seth Snyder, a legal

administrator for Steven A. Ler-

man, King’s attorney.

King’s right eye was swollen

shut and a clamp was attached

to his head to keep his cheek

and jaw immobile after an opera-

tion to set his right cheekbone,

which was broken on both ends,

Snyder said.

King has nine skull fractures,

permanent fractures of the frag-
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ile bone surrounding the eye
socket, a broken leg, swelling of

his right brain, facial nerve
damage and multiple electrical

bums from the Taser. gun, ac-

cording to his physician, Dr. Ed-
. mund Chein.

The District Attorney’s Office

.has decided not to file charges

against King, who authorities

initially said led CHP officers

and Los Angeles police on a
high-speed chase on the Foothill

(210) Freeway. King has denied
that report.

The officers charged in the
case surrendered to the District

Attorney’s Office on Thursday
morning to be photographed,
booked and fingerprinted. The
grim, suit-clad officers and their

attorneys walked into court

through a side corridor as a

team of bailiffs held back’

swarms of reporters and photog-

raphers.
, „

During the brief proceeding

before Superior Court Judge

Gary Klausner, none of the offi-

cers looked behind them at the

crush of spectators craning their

necks for a glimpse of the defen-

dants. •
,, __

Klausner ordered the officers

held in the court lock-up for sev-

eral hours while a bail bonds-

man arranged for three- of the

officers to be released on $30,000

bail each. Briseno was released

on $5,000 bail.

FBI/DOJ



^Evidence and testimony from
14 witnesses considered by the

grandjury, which meets in se-

cret, will remain confidential for

10 days. After that, the defense

has the option of requesting the

information remain secret for

1 another 10 days.

During Friday’s hearing, the

attorneys said they wanted more
time to examine the evidence

presented to the grand -jury be-

fore allowing the officers to en-

ter a plea.

Deputy District Attorney Ter-

ry White said the delay; was un-

necessary. He said fie would be

ready to’ proceed to trial within

60 days of the arraignment, the

time limit required by law.

White would not comment on
the evidence presented to the

grand jury or whether. King will

testify at a trial.

If convicted of the charges,

Koon and Powell could be sen-

tenced to a maximum of seven

years and eight months in state

prison. Wind faces a maximum
prison term of seven years. Bri-

sino faces a four-year term.

Postponed: Deputy District Attorney Terry White comments on King case after hearing Friday.
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Protest targets

police chief
Jesse Jackson joins 200 at rally to

demand ouster of Gates
<i

By Catherine O’Brien

Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — The Rev.

Jesse Jackson on Saturday
urged a throng of protesters out-

raged by the police beating of a
black motorist to demonstrate
until Police Chief Daryl F. Gates

resigns.

“We the people must march
until justice is won,” Jackson
told about 200 demonstrators
outside the downtown police

headquarters.

“Mr. Gates has "made state-

ments that are racist,” Jackson

;

said. “Why can’t Hispanics get;

promoted? Mr. Gates said be-

cause they are lazy. He said

blacks die from police choke-

holds because of our anatomy.”

Jackson was referring to state-

L ments made in the past by Gates,

i

including an assertion that sev-

eral blacks died as a result of

|

police chokeholds because arter-

ies in the necks of black people

“do not open up as fast as they
1

do in normal people.” Gates also

once referred to Hispanic offi-

cers as lazy.

Rodney King, who was beaten

March 3 by officers from the Po-

lice Department’s Foothill Divi-

sion, has said he does not be-

lieve the incident was racially

motivated.
Actors Alec Baldwin and Kim

Basinger joined protesters Satur-

day who chanted, “Hey, hey, ho,

ho, Daryl Gates has got to go.”

Demonstrators also held signs

saying, “Fight racism, not a
race,” and “Close the Gates."

“This is not South Africa/’
1

said Baldwin, whose film credits

include “The Hunt for Red Octo-

i ber.” “I feel sorry for the more
)than 8,000 police officers that

have to take the heat because
Daryl Gates has a big mouth.” ,

l Three officers and a sergeant'

were arraigned Friday on felorfy

charges related to the beating.

Indicted were Sgt. Stacey Koon,
A0, and Officers Laurence PoW-
ell, 28, Timothy Wind, 30, and;
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, Theodore Briseno, 38.

More indictments are possible,

said Los Angeles County District

Attorney Ira Reiner. In addition,

the U.S. Justice Department
plans to investigate whether 11

police officers who witnessed the

; beating could face federal civil'

rights prosecution, the Los An-
geles Times reported Saturday.

Meanwhile, the Police Depart-
1 ment released a six-minute au-

diotape of radio communications
during the traffic pursuit that

;

led to King’s arrest and beating,

i . The conversations between of-

' ficers and dispatchers appeared

; to contradict earlier accounts by
police that King’s car was travel-

ing at speeds of up to 115 mph.
‘

7. The only mention of the speed-
jof the chase came,from a.Califor-

-nia Highway Patrol officer. Pur-

suing King’s car on a suburban

street, the unidentified officer

tells a police dispatcher,
“They’re about 55 miles an hour,

I think.”
Later, a Los Angeles patrol of-

ficer says, “The vehicle stopped

at the light, but failed to yield to

the police unit”
The audiotape concludes with

a mention of police officers leav-

ing their cars.

A videotape shdtrby-air ama>

teur photographer shows that

King, 25, was clubbed more than

50 times, kicked and hit with an
electric stun gun.

In a related development,
Gates’ relations with minority

leaders took another turn for the

worse in a Friday meeting at his

office.

Gates opened the meeting by
insisting the beating was an ab-

erration and repeated his refusal,

to ’resign', • said Mark Ridley-

Thomas of the.'' Southern Chris-

tian.Leadership Conference.

'

“He communicated his disap-

pointment with the public pos-

ture of some of us who have

called for him to step down,”

Ridley-Thomas said. “That in it-

self shows how deep his mis-

reading of the situation is.”

Participants decided to post-

pone future meetings indefinite-

ly, Ridley-Thomas said. “He just

doesn’t get it,” Ridley-Thomas

said. •
,

Also Friday, Mayor Tom Brad-

ley filled a Police Commission

vacancy by appointing an activ-

ist critic of the police chief: Stan-

ley K. Sheinbaum, a member of

the local chapter of the Ameri-

can Civil Liberties Union. '

Sheinbaum said he was horri-

fied by the videotape but

wouldn't let it influence his role

as a commissioner.
“I’m going to be my own

man,” .he said. “I am not coming

in with my guns drawn. ... I

am going to look at Gates close-
rot/DOJ



i Associated Press

I Los Angeles: Protesters demand Gates’ resignation Saturday,
j

Daryl F. Gates
irefuses to resign

i
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Gates
With LAPD Under Attack

the ChiefDefendsHimself

By Jesse Katz ;;

U nder fire for a videotaped beating in which his officers apparently kicked

and clubbed an unarmed man, Los Angeles Police Chief Daryl F. Gates

paid a visit to The Times on Thursday, hoping to correct what he believes are

•misconceptions about his department and his leadership.

Gates, a veteran of many controversies during his 13-year reign, has had to

defend himself before. His “inelegant” speech, as he calls it, has led to numerous

public-relations problems: his suggestion that some blacks may have been more

susceptible to police chokeholds than “normal people”; his reference to local TV
anchor Christine Lund as an “Aryan broad” at a closed dinner meeting, and his

branding of the killer of Tina Kerbrat, a women officer shot to death last month

by a foreign national, as an “El Salvadoran drunk.”

But in recent days, the chorus of critics calling for his resignation has

intensified; he was booed at a Police Commission meeting; the ACLU placed a

newspaper ad branding his department a “gang”; and a citizen's committee is

forming to demand his ouster.

Gates, however, has vowed to stay put. In fact, he has launched a

counteroffensive of his own, including a flurry of national TV appearances and

press conferences, aimed at restoring his and the department's image.

Dressed in a brown suit with a powder-blue hanky and DARE pin on his

lapel, the 64-year-old chief spent about an hour with The Times' publisher and

editors, discussing the current crisis, his proposed remedies and past

accomplishments.

Despite what he considers to be an adversarial relationship with The Times,
‘

he spoke calmly and cordially, never raising his voiceband doing far more

talking than his questioners. Intensely private, Gates was so relaxed that he said

his decision to resign would ultimately hinge on the advice of his wife of 21

years, Sima, who is urging him to stick it out.
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Q uestion: Could you talk a little about
your impression of the police com-
mission hearings this morning.

|

Answer: .... Clearly [it was] an
opportunity for people to vent and that's
what a lot of people did do today—vented
.... I've been through it two or three
times perhaps not that vehement each
time but almost.

Of course, the rocks are all being aimed
right at me, as if I created all this—the
entire problem—and that my ouster will
solve the problem. I don't feel that way
and so therefore I have no plans to leave
the department much to the unhappiness
ofmany people I'm sure.

But I don't see that that would be in
anyone's best interests. Certainly * not
mine. I didn't spend 42 years—and devote
my life to this department—to slink away
under a cloud of thunder. I'm not going to
do that. If I leave, and when I leave, it’ll

be at a time when I can leave without
slinking and without running away from
something when it's not my nature to run
away.

I read a lot of what has been
printed—particularly on the editorial
pages—and I wonder where you guys
have been. I don't think you know the Los
Angeles Police Department and that
bothers me that you are not acquainted
with what we've been doing . ...

I hired the first department psycholo-
gist, the first police psychologist. I hired
him back in 1968, before anyone in the
police business ever thought it was a good
thing to do. That's been our history: To be
way ahead of policing in America, at the
lead in policing in America. And I think
we continue .to do that.
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.... You guys continue to refer to our
female police officer who was shot as a
policewoman. That is a derogatory

term. That’s why I say you don’t know
much about our police department: It’s a
derogatory term within the Los Angeles
Police Department among women offi-
cers. They don’t like that. That connotes a
time when they were just that: "police-
women.” It said “policewomen” on their
badges,- they could not rise above the rank
of Sergeant. All that’s been changed.
They are police officers . . . .And we did

• it before most departments in the coun-
try-they were still calling them police-
women. ...

• • • - We’ve got a Hispanic in charge of
the Academy. I bet no one knew that in
this room—that a Hispanic has been
running the police academy for some
H.
me

‘
,

That blacks run the
1

recruits
through the academy. I bet you didn’t
know that Internal Affairs was run by a
black captain-matter of fact, two black
captains—for over a year.

I at all these t^ngs and j say tQ
myself, I don't know how much more I
can do in the Los Angeles Police Depart-
ment to create an atmosphere of impar-
tiality of atmosphere that produces a
department that is sensitive to the com-
munity and that is that looks like the face*

* of the community than I have done.
I ve hired more blacks, I've hired more

Hispanics, I've hired more women than
any other chief in the history of the Los

Angeles Police Department. Some say,
that, “Well, that's because there's a
consent decree.”

s baloney! Just because
there s a consent decree doesn't mean you
have to hire. To hire you have to go out
and find them; you have to talk them into
becoming police officer; you have to be
enthusiastic, and you . . , have to make
sure that they understand they-have good
opportunities within the department. So
that means you have to create an envi-
ronment in the department that says you
have opportunity in the department. And
we ve created that environment
The Urban League and the National

Conference of Christians and Jews put out
a report some years ago ... . One of
those recommendations was to do.a job of
human relations training at the Los
Angeles police academy . ...

I've implemented every single recom-
mendation .... Yet you guys comment
that we have to do something about our
training. We gotta do something about
our human relations .... I think, “Holy

.

cow, I don't know what else to do with
that department than what I have done.

Qj 1/ you have all these programs and
they work, how do you explain the out-
pouring at the police commission today?
TheACLU is one thing, but John Mack and
George Will, people like that, are another. If
this is an aberration

, then why is there this
huge outpouring?

A: .... I can't explain anything. I can
only tell you this that the complaints
we ve had in the last 3 years have been
coming down .... Civil suits have been
coming down the last 3 years. The highest
year with some kind of complaints, claims
that is, I think was back in 1985 ....
They've been coming down since . ...

Q: But it is not the George Wills or the
John Macks but the bookkeepers in South
LA., the lawyers in Baldwin Hills. Ifs
almost a joke among many blacks in Los
Angeles—men particularly. What was the
excuse this time—a flashing taiUight? And
everybody laughs at the dinner party
because everyone has a story. Fm talking

people who are not anti-police .Why do all these people have stories about
their sons, their husbands, their cousins?
A: It's impossible to respond to the

question because you have to deal with a
cpe-by-case basis I can't answer
those questions on a broad-hased basis
because there's no way to answer it in
that fashion. I do know this.* While your
survey said one thing, the survey that
you had in 1988 said another thing. [Itl
said that 80% of the people supported the
Los Angeles Police Department. Now if it
were that bad in any community, would
we have that kind of support? From the
survey we just did, the Proposition 1, the
believability factor of the chief of police
was higher than any other official in i

Southern California. Higher than the
mayor's. 1

within. Bui maybe we need someone from
the 'outside. Do you think that would help?
A: . . . . I

(
ask: Who you're going to get

to come in that can do a better job. I don't
think you can. You bring people in from
the outside when you don’t have the
talent from the inside. It destroys you.
Ask any FBI agent how they feel. They

go in the FBI and .there’s no way in the
world they can reach the top. unless they
go into the law and become a judge and
then become on the appellate bench and
then they can become the head of the
FBI. And they all feel that’s why FBI
agents, aside from the age problem
they’ve got they’re gone. Just at their
time they re gone.

Q; Your example of the FBI-some
thoughtful people argue that the FBFs a
better institution now than it was in the old
days when it was insular. Do you see that
risk with theLAPD.
As I see the risk of not being able to

'

provide leadership in the organization
.... You gotta have people who have a
lot of confidence in the top—particularly
in law enforcement. Police officers could
shine you on and say: "Sure, sure chief,
yuk yuk yuk, we’ll do it.” .'

. . .But ifyou
have leadership at the top, if you have
people that, when they say, “Do it this
way,” they say, “You got it, chief.” That’s
important. I don’t think the FBI has that
right now. ...

Qs Can you rebuild the confidence of
elected officials and black leadership now
calling for you to step down?

A: I hope so. By taking very specific
action. I m hopeful that they’re fair mind-
ed people and that they ate willing to lead
me part of the way and recognize that Iam acting in good faith. And have acted in
good faith over a long period of time. I

j

also am very hopeful that many friends— .

;

as a matter of fact I had a couple of black 1

officers come to me . . . and said, “chief
let me tell you, we are getting hundreds
of calls from members of the black
community who . . . are saying tell the
chief to stay there, this will pass, we want
him. I just think slowly but surely that

Q: There is a theory that when a
institution has problems, whafs needed is a
fresh set of eyes. Los \Angeles, because of
our civil-service stature, promotes from

will emerge

.

Q: Could you reflect a why you are being
singled out Are these old scores being
settled? Is it just something about you?
As. . . . rm chief of police. This was a

shocking thing, a horrible situation and so
I think they’re aiming it right at me. And I
understand that. I really do. I’m a little
resentful, but I understand it. I’m chief.
And you said, “The buck stops here.” And
where in the hell do you think it stops? It
never stopped with the commission. It
never stopped with the mayor. Anybody
else take any of the heat on any of these
issues? No. Always been the chief of
police. And that's the way it is . It’s
just the nature of the job. ...

Q: Can you envision any scenario where
,
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the city if you wowmesigh?
A: No. Td listen to my wife first. And I

asked her this morning how she felt about

it ; I think it’s hard on me—actually I

can handle it, but it's really tough on her.

Tough on my kids and tough on my
grandkids. And so I asked her this

morning, “Sima, would you rather I quit?”

She said absolutely not. And absolutely

not. You can't. And that’s my answer.

Q: Is this controversy hurting the ability

of patrol officers to do their jobs?

A: . . . . We’re working. We're work-
ing very hard. But I'd be lying if I didn’t

tell you that I think a lot of things . . .

aren't done that need to be done.

That’s the reason I made the speech
yesterday. I want to get them out of that

lethargy, I want to start building their

pride. One reason Ithink I need to stay is

because they will follow me . . . .

I still have the support of the members
of this department and yesterday you saw
I have the support, of all things, of the

Protective League [the Police Officers

Assn.]—that I beat over the head for 13

years. That's the kind of leadership I

provide, I think that's the kind of leader-

ship we need right now. That's the kind of

leadership that will turn this around. If

you want a departmentthat’s gonna build

up the pride the morale, you need me. You
can bring someone in from the outside

and I guarantee you you won't have that.

As a matter of fact, you’ll have a malaise

in his department. I think that'll last for a

long period of time. A very unhappy
department.

Q: About the mayor} do you think—

A: —No one's asking him to retire. He’s

been here longer than I have. No one’s

asking [L.A. County Sheriff] Sherm
Block—he just had all his' deputies, all

that scandal. I don’t hear anybody criti-

cizing him. And they shouldn’t . . . .

Q: Do you think Bradley thinks you're a

political liability?

A: I would think so today.

Qs Has he told you that?

A: No.

Q: The mayor hasn't asked you to resign?

A: No. He has not asked me to resign

Q: This
,
one incident is on videotape.

How many other incidents take place in a

year that aren't videotaped. One thing that

may be running through many people's

minds is that this wasn't an isolated

incident—just one where someone was
there filming it.

A: I can't say.
1 We have sustained

excessive force complaints over the years

we know that there have been other

excessive force incidents. I say this is an
aberration because I have never wit- -

nessed one or heard of one or investigated

one or had an investigation done of this

significance. Usually it's one of those-

disputable things,

This there wasn't any question. Abso-
lutely any question. We've had officers

kick somebody that had their hands
handcuffed. We’ve had them punch
somebody that was handcuffed. We've
had them use a club excessively. We've
had those cases. To my best knowledge,
we've done complete investigations and,

where we have determined they were at

fault, we have taken very very stringent

action. I'm not an easy disciplinarian.

They say. you can't fire people in the

civil-service system. You can. I fire them
every year. I fire police officers every
year. . . .

Q: In spite of training, do your/inflam-
matory remarks send a different message.

Does your remark that black people don't

have normal veins send a different mes~'

sage? Or your remark that all casual drug
users must be shot. What do your remarks
say?

A: .... I would admit to being a little

inelegant in my speech at times and didn't

say it precisely the way I meant it. You
never let me forget any of that ....
Thirteen years of speaking without notes

without prepared texts, speaking on the

record, 13 years of that. I just tell you that

anyone in this nation that can say ‘that

they've spoken that often and that long

without making a few mistakes in the

comments. Some of them I meant. And
some of them I'm not the least bit

ashamed of—and I pointed that out on the

casual drug user issue.

Some of them I did not mean, some I

think are a total distortion of what I

meant and what I said. Total distortions.

I don't think they impact my police

officers. I believe my police officers are

far more intelligent than that and far

more understanding. We say “casual drug
users,” they know they're not going to go
out and shoot people who are casual drug
users. To think that that is somehow
going to incite police officers to take some
special action is total nonsense. They
know better. They don't go out and
execute murderers even though the state

says there is a death penalty. They know
better.

.... You know we restrict our police

officers from saying anything. They have
to bite their tongues all the. time and
there's a certain sense of frustration that

exists in their not being able to say certain

things Somebody needs to speak

out. “Chief, speak out.” I speak out.

And so 13 years of speaking out 13

years of being on the record and 13 years

of never having a press agent to [make]
press statements to the media. I do them
without, maybe a note here or there, but I

speak right from the top of my head and
‘ right from my heart in most cases. I just

tell you that there’s no one else in this

country that could have done it for 13

years and not make an inelegant state-

ment now and then.
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LBeforeWe Rush to Condemn the

Department’s Leadership,

Examine the Facts

LAPD: Rapid recruitment has

strained system, but there is no
institutional anti-black bias.

Vast majority of officers are

models of duty and valor.

- By Ed Davis

L
ast week, aJl America—and
much of the world—witnessed
an apparently senseless and
criminal beating of a suspect
following a high-speed car

* chase. The videotaped beating adminis-
tered by officers of the Los Angeles
Police Department absolutely shocked
.every right-thinking citizen and officer

who watched it.

,
Since then, a county grand jury has

^indicted four of the officers involved in

the beating, and the district attorney’s
• office continues its criminal investigation.

The LAPD is conducting its own internal

administrative probe. The criminal-jus-

tice system can punish an officer who
: 5: —

j

- Ed Davis, LAPD chief of police from 1969 to

1978, isa state senator (R-Santa Clarita).

- ./
*

T

r'

gratuitously wields a nightstick with the
aim of disciplining a suspect. But there is

no criminal law that clearly provides for

the prosecution of officers at the scene
who fail to intervene and stop a beating.

Accordingly, the administrative investi-

gation and determination are necessary,

because these officers, though possibly

not strictly criminally liable, may have to

be disciplined or fired.

I have absolutely no doubt that justice .

will be done in this case. I am confident

that the officers who beat Rodney G. King
with their nightsticks, along with the

policeman who kicked him, will be
charged and convicted by their own
videotaped actions. While the accused are

entitled to a full and fair trial, we all

realize that the videotape of the incident

is quite compelling, probably compelling

enough to vault its stars into state prison.

The question is not so much whether
criminal acts have occurred or whether
the actors will be punished. Rather, it is

whether the whole Police Department ,

should be criminalized as a result.

During my 34 years with the LAPD, I

•was occasionally presented with evidence
of officer misconduct. As chief, I was
required to terminate the most egregious

offenders. On an equally sporadic but far
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top frequent basis,' there were other
' spontaneous terminations. On these occa-
sions, I delivered American flags to the
families of officers killed in the line of

/duty.
i Today’s officers are a very diverse
' group, -comprising all shapes, sizes and
* ethnic persuasions. Interestingly, 38% of

f the officers in the LAPD, including two of

l the three who participated in the Kipg
' beating, have fewer than three years 'of
service.

Beginning about three years ago, the
* mayor and the City Council made a series
of important decisions to allow the de-

* partment to' grow. Its strength, down
- from 7,500 when I left the department in

1978, was fewer than 7,000 officers.

* Staffing has been rapidly increased, to

i nearly 8,300, until recent budget con-
r

straints slowed growth. During this man-
* power expansion, the department has
: diligently selected new recruits and rig-
; orously trained them to be officers. Even
* so, it is difficult to assimilate so many
’ officers in sucha short period of time.

Because King is African-American,
- some people have wondered whether
there is an anti-African-American bias in

•the department.
My police-academy classmate and the

FBJ/DOJ
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mayor of Los Angeles for 18 years, Tom
j

'Bradley, is African-American. Direct
control of the personnel and training

bureaus in the LAPD was held, until his

recent retirement, by an assistant chief of

police, Jess Brewer, a highly respected

police administrator. He happens to be
African-American. During the three
high-growth years, the internal-affairs

division, which investigates charges of

LOS ANGELES TIMES INTERVIEW:
Police Chief Daryl F. Gates comments
on the Rodney G. King case. Page 3.

police misconduct, was directed by three

different captains, two of -whom are

f
African-Americans. The percentage of.

<

' African-American officers in the depart-

ment exceeds the percentage of African

-

‘ Americans in the city’s population.

I do not .thus believe there is any
“ racially based institutional prejudice

:
within the LAPD. For 18 years, Bradley
has appointed the police commissioners,

.
who actually run the department. In most

1 cases, they have been social liberals,

; lawyers among them. They have paid

close attention to racial concerns and to

I*the problem of excessive force.

For the last 40 years, the Los Angeles
Police Department has been a model for

police forces across the nation. The prob-

lem that confronts us now is whether we
are going to allow the vivid videotaped

evidence of the misconduct of several

officers to destroy citizens’ faith in the

department. Will this incident ruin the

reputation that the LAPD has enjoyed for

many decades? Should .we demand the

firing of the chief of police or the

vilification of the average officer?

I made a point of recently checking into

whether LAPD command officers contin-

ue to do something that has always been
necessary but distasteful.

Are they still getting up at odd hours of

the night to drive to their districts of

responsibility so that they may be the

first officer to respond to calls?

.Are they inspecting and reviewing how
the calls are being answered by other

officers?

I learned that these off-hour inspec-

tions are still numerous and vigorous. I

have not, in fact, seen one shred of

evidence that the department has sud-

denly declined from a position of general-

ly conceded excellence to become a

department of bad cops.

j

Furthermore, as chief, I never felt that*

community relations could be effectively.

! taught in the classroom. Rather, comrriU-;
1

nity relations should be taught in the;
1

laboratory, that is, in the neighborhood'

\ Accordingly, I created and established'

the Neighborhood Watch Program, which'

calls for officers regularly to meet, confer

and have coffee with the members of the.

community they serve. These kinds -of

contacts can positively alter the attitudes

- of officer and citizen toward each other.

Before we condemn the whole depart-

ment, perhaps we should examine^

facts. Let’s see if there is any evidence, at;

all that the LAPD, or its leadership^ ha&'

fallen down on their jobs. £ * -

I have known thousands of officers;

‘ during my career. Most were trustworthy-

and hard-working; some were downright/

heroic. More officers than the public, can;

imagine are incensed by the dishcmpr-;

brought upon the department by Ihe';

videotaped beating. *• ^ *

All those men and women who have;:

valiantly served in the past and continue:

to do so deserve better than tetbe;

condemned out of hand by actions' ofa-

few miscreants. Let’s keep the faith

more than 8,000 brave, honest and eom-^

passionate Los Angeles police officers/' .
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When Department Integrity

SuffersandPublic Support Falls,

theChiefMust Quit

Beating: Gates’ repeated

-claim that the King pummeling

was an “aberration” is an

attempt to escape responsibility,

a tactic he’s prone to exploit.

By Joseph D. McNamara
SAN JOSE

I

n some ways, a police chief's job is

simple. The chief directs his officers

in the proper enforcement of the

laws and protection of life and
property. The chief must also win

support for his department’s work from
the public. When people support the

* police, they will report crime and serve as

witnesses; juries will believe police testi-

' mony. But when the people can’t tell the

Joseph D. McNamara has been San Jose

. Police Chief for 15 years.

good guys from the bad, they will not
work in partnership with the police, and
the criminals win. It is thus incumbent on
the chief to exert the kind of leadership
that results in his troops performing their
duties in a way that maintains credibility
in the community. If the chief fails, he or
she should resign or be removed from
office.

The brutal videotaped beating of Rod-
ney G. King by officers of the Los
Angeles Police Department and subse-
quent opinion polls indicate that Police
Chief Daryl F. Gates has failed both to
maintain the integrity of his force and the
confidence of the public. When two-
thirds of citizens polled by The Los
Angeles Times believe that brutality by
LAPD officers is common, and the majori-
ty think that the chief is not doing a good
job, it shows that Gates has become a
liability' to his department and to his city.

As painful as it is, Gates should hold
himself as accountable as other members

of- his department are. He should retire

from office. It is difficult to see the LAPD
regaining its credibility with him remain-
ing as its chief.

Gates’ repeated claim that the King
' beating was an "aberration” is an attempt

to escape responsibility. It is one thing to

say that .an occasional act of brutality
' takes place; it is .quite another to concede

that there is a pattern of abuse protected

by a code of silence within the depart-

ment. Yet the videotape of the beating

shows four officers systematically kicking

and beating a helpless .and • unresisting

King without apparent fear that any of

the witnessing cops would report them.

Those actions and the fact that the

officers coolly took turns in assaulting

King make it hard to believe that this was
a spontaneous flare-up, especially when
the police supervisor present just

watched. So far, Los Angeles has paid

$3 million in damages in a similarly brutal

incident in 1988, when a large group of

out-of-control officers ransacked the
apartments'of 52 residents in South-Cen-
tralLos Angeles.
At the time, Gates was mild in disci-

plining the officers, saying he understood
their frustrations. When Gates was ini-

tially asked to comment on the video-

taped beating of King, he showed similar

' defensiveness. Unlike the rest of Ameri-
ca, he refused to draw any conclusions .

and said he would look into events leading
*

.up to the incident. The events leading up
to the incident were irrelevant to the

brutality. When the chief fails to quickly

and firmly condemn such conduct, it

further fosters the climate that leads to

brutality.

Los Angeles police chiefs have the’

habit of sending out not so subtle mes-
sages. Gates has continued the tradition,

recently suggesting that casual drug
.users should be shot. . In 1982, he said

blacks were different from "normal”

.
people in explaining the death of a black
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man who had been, subjected to a choke-
hold. And after the tragic killing of a

-female Los Angeles officer, Gates pro-

claimed that she was killed by an El

Salvadoran who shouldn’t have been
here. That, too, was irrelevant. The
officer was killed by a drunken criminal.

The chief’s statement did nothing to

lessen the tragedy, but no doubt appealed

to deeply held anti-minority prejudices in

.
some of his officers.

It is the’ duty of the chief to appeal to

the highest ideals of police professional-

ism. When the chief sounds more like

Rambo, no one should be surprised if

some officers on the street interpret the

message to mean that they can administer

justice as they see fit. Any city that allows

the unhealthy pattern of the Los Angeles
Police Department to develop can look'

forward to national embarrassment, as

well as to a drain on taxpayer money as

more lawsuits are won against police

misconduct.
,

.
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;

CHIEF GATES SHOULD QUIT,
SEN. BIDEN SAYS

By PAUL HOUSTON
TIMES STAFF WRITER ' -O

WASHINGTON—Senate Judiciary Committee Chair-

man Joseph R. Biden Jr., who lavished praise on Los'

Angeles Police Chief Daryl F. Gates ata hearing last year,;

called Sunday for his resignation because of the videotaped;

beating of a motorist by LAPD officers.
;

“I think the guy-should go/' the Delaware Democrat said!

on the NBC program “Meet the Press." Biden appeared;

with Atty. Gen. Dick Thornburgh, who declined to voice an;

opinion.

“J think it would be somewhat officious of me to be!

giving passing or failing grades to local officials,” Thorp-;

burgh said.

At the hearing last year, Bi-

den commended Gates for his •

DARE anti-drug program,
which has been widely copied

by other police agencies. In

testimony at the time, Gates said

that even casual drug users

should be shot—a remark that

caused wide controversy.

Separately, the Dallas Morn-
ing News on Sunday reported

that Texas had 2,015 investiga-

tions of alleged police brutality

between 1984 and 1989, followed

by California with 1,294 investi-

gations. Joseph R. Biden Jr. >

:

The newspaper cited figures

from records obtained from the U.S. Justice Department- -

under the Freedom of Information Act. .
t

"

. The records did not include the

number .of convictions resulting

from these investigations.

The newspaper also reported

that Texas led the nation in prose-

.

cuting 50 civil rights cases against

police between 1980 and 1989,

accounting for 19.2% of thenation-:

wide total.

On “Meet the Press,” Thorn-
burgh was asked whether a federal

civil rights investigation is likely to

produce additional charges against

the four Los Angeles police officers

who have been indicted by a coun-
ty grand jury in the March 3
beating of Rodney G. King, 25, of

Altadena. The incident in Lake
View Terrace was videotaped by
an amateur photographer and sub-

sequently broadcast worldwide.

The attorney general said that

“the outcome of an investigation is

difficult to predict at the time that

it's undertaken.” He added, how-
ever, that “there isn't a single

_ 4
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responsible law enforcement offi-

cial in this country who condones
police brutality.”

Thornburgh also was asked if he
thought the federal government
should take action against the po-
licemen who witnessed the beating

but did nothing to stop it.

“Well, that's an iffy question and
it's very risky to anticipate, what
the results of. the investigation

might be,” he said. “We've got to

look to the rights of potential

defendants, and I really can't com-
ment on that.”

In response to the same question,

Biden at first said: “I can't make
any judgment on that.” But a
moment later he declared: “I don't

know how in the devil they aren't

responsible for standing by and
watching this thing take place. I

don't know how they can step

away from any responsibility.”

The senator said his committee
plans a hearing on the incident

after completion of the attorney

general's investigation into wheth-
er the civil rights of King, a black

man, were violated by the officers,

who are white. , A t

FBt/DOJ
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For ChiefGates, the Brutal

Truth: HeHas a Final

In some editions of Friday's View
section , Hutton's column was

' scrambled. This is the correct ver-
sion.

,
:

O ver the last decade, it's

possible that only smog has
created more bad publicity

for Los Angeles than Daryl Gates.

Our police chief's episodic af-

fronts to members of this city’s
' minority communities—to Latinos,

to African Americans, to homosex

-

' uals, to Soviet Jews, to Salvadoran
immigrants—have come to be re-

garded as something like brush
fires, a cyclic natural disaster com-
pounded by hubris and human
folly.

There is no need to rehearse
. here the details of Rodney King's
brutalization at the hands of more
than a dozen officers from the
LAPD's Foothill Division. Televi-
sion has seen to that. Doubtless,

the facts elicited by the County
Grand Jury and by the Justice

Department investigation that
Atty. Gen. Dick Thornburgh or-

dered Thursday will do still more.
But this case of police brutality is

different from those that have gone
before. For one thing, African

‘

Americans and Latinos are out-

raged by an extreme -example of

the official abuse they say is a fact

.

of life in their communities. Con-
fronted for the first time with a
firsthand view of police miscon-
duct, even those Anglos who do not
share that experience are embar-
rassed.

The result, a dramatic erosion of

confidence in Gates' leadership,

could be seen all over City Hall this

week:
Ii could be heard on the lips of

the community leaders who
thronged to the microphone at the

* City Council's Public Safety Com-
mittee's hearing Tuesday. The
common feature of their testimony
was the word disgrace.

It could be heard in the com-
ments of a mayoral confidant who
said that whatever Tom Bradley
may say about Charter amend-

ments, he privately believes the
chief ought to resign. Those senti-
ments were echoed—though again
^ private—by two members of the
council with whom I talked, though
both believe Gates would survive
by taking refuge in the bunker of
civil service.

. Police^ Commissioner Melanie

Lomax, the tough-minded labor
.lawyer who will help decide Gates'
fate, was less reticent. “The chief,"

she said,' “will have to convince me
that he has changed. He has to take
responsibility for what has taken
place. I'm determined to find out

> whether there is any relationship
. between the chief’s aggressive and
inflammatory posture and behavior
of his officers. I suspect there is a
marginal group of those officers

$
who have taken Chief Gates' com-
ments as license to adopt a cowboy

. mentality.”

If he runs true to form, Gates

,

will respond to such inquiries with
disdain. I wonder, though, if he

- would feel the same if he had
listened to the two veteran LAPD
officers with whom I spoke. Both’
are men of long service. Unlike the

- 60 police officials who rallied to

Gates' defense Wednesday, neither
is involved in administration or
holds a commission.

According to their accounts, the
affair already has divided the de-
partment.

Gates has taken the King case
away from the department's inter-
nal affairs division and handed it

over to detectives fropi major
crimes. The detectives have' been
put under intense pressure from a
chief who, according to one officer,

•* had “no -concept what the hell he
was talking about" when he de-
manded that the detectives file the

* case within hours. The obstacle of
due process aside, the detectives

* have been frustrated by the district
' attorney's absolute refusal to coop-
erate with the police in any way
until after the grand jury finishes
its work.
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“The whole .thing is . screwed

up," the officer said. “All these

,
little tin gods want their piece of

* "flesh."

Despite such resentment, that

same officer said he is “sure a case

-can be made" for Lomax’s concern
over Gates* loose-lipped rhetoric.

“After he says one of these
things—like that stuff about shoot

-

.. ing casual drug users—you people

just kind of chuckle.

“This last thing about drunken
Salvadorans is the same. To the

.
police mind, that’s what they were:
a couple of drunken Salvadorans*

sitting on the curb drinking beer,
i* j; . . . ... . <

FB1/DOJ
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and there's the chief telling it likfe?

it is.

“When Gates said that Mexicans^,
are ‘lazy/ you heard the guys
-talking among themselves and
saying, ‘Well, how many Mexicans-
have you seen that you’d want tg

promote?' That sort of stuff goes
on. 1 K

“Gates has a lot of support in the
rank and file. He is personable, fair

?

and very supportive. He is person-
ally very well thought of. There fs?

a lot of grousing about manage:-?
ment, but it doesn't extend tohiml?
It's like he's above that. But peoplfe;r

in upper-middle management donU’
r

.

always give Gates a full dose <bf"’

reality, and the failure to do some^
thing about that is the chief's re£i*

problem.” c '

'

The other officer agreed and?
speculated that the tone set by”
Gates’ comments might have had&*;
particular resonance in the Foothill -

Division. “It's sort of like a cowboy*
division,” he said. “They’re kind ofM
out of the mainstream.”

y*/
There is another essential differ^

ence between the Rodney King?
incident and those that have gone?
-before: Out in the streets, away *

from the bunker mentality qfr
Parker Center, there is a sense that?

if the chief has to resort to civile

service protection to save his job?

he will have won nothing but his?

own survival.
' >

I asked the officers whether”
they, like the city officials to whom *

I spoke, believe Gates ought €o

resign. “There's nothing Gatejs <

likes better than a good fight,” one
'

said. “He’s not going to, roll over,
’

especially not if he thinks he's,got

some support. The only way he
*

would leave is if he thought the
department' itself was taking ?a

beating and that it would blow ov$r -

if he left. Then, I think he would i

go.” - •

Is that the case? “I'm afraid it is;”

“My wife,” the other officer saicl,

:

- “asked me this' same question
when I got home. I told her ill

thought the chief should step down
. because I'm afraid he’s lost h‘is

effectiveness//
\

'

Those are voices even Daryl

Gates cannot afford to ignore. Al-

ter four decades of attention to

duty, he has- one final obligation—

-to tender his resignation. .
-

‘
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Comments by accused officers called racist
By Jaxon Van Derbeken
and Rick Orlov
Daily News Staff Writers

Officers accused in the Rodney
Glen King beating made racist
remarks on the LAPD communi-
cations system before the inci-
dent and, afterward, one ofthem
said, “I haven’t beaten anyone
this bad in a long time,” accord-
ing to a transcript released Mon-
day.

The transcript of car-to-car
messages between officers —
typed on computer terminals in-

Related story:

A settlement is sought in four law-
suits accusing the Sheriffs Depart-
ment of excessive force. Back Page

side their patrol cars — was re-

leased by the Los Angeles Police

Department after pressure from
Mayor Tom Bradley.

In a statement issued from Ha-
waii on Monday night, Bradley
said the officers’ remarks “will

make it hard for the people ofour
city to believe that the (Police)

Department’s current training or

command structure are ade-
quate.”

“Now that I’ve seen a tran-

script of the conversation, it is

clear that the officers demon-
strate a casual and cavalier atti-

tude toward this horrific beat-
ing,” Bradley said. “In addition,

it appears that bigoted remarks
are not only tolerated but ap-

. plauded.”

None ofthe officers were iden-

tified by name on the transcript,

but LAPD officials saidJ&£_
transmissions were made from
cars assigned to Sgt. Stacey
•Koon, 40, and Officers Laurence
Powell, 28, and Timothy Wind,
30.

Koon, Powell, Wind and Offi-
cer Ted Briseno, 38, were indict-
ed last week by a grand jury and
face felony assault and excessive
force charges in the March 3
beating of King, who suffered

s multiple skull fractures and other
injuries.

'

A homemade video of the
beating of King, 25, of Altadena,
lias triggered a national outcry
about police use offorce and calls

for the resignation of Police
ChiefDaryl F. Gates.
The transcript released Mon-

day begins at 12:29 a.m, — 18
minutes before LAPD officers
joined in a chase of King. It ends
at 1:17 a.m., after King was— w-a ivi AV1115 waa FBI/ DOJ
polled over, Sdbd.ed wHt^^
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Taser electric stun device and
beaten by officers.

A message from Koon’s car to

the Foothill Division station at

12:56 a.m. described the inci-

dent: “You just had a big time
use of force. Tased and beat the

suspect of CHP pursuit, Big
Time.”
The response, from a computer

terminal in the station watch
commander’s office: “Oh well.

I’m sure the lizard didn’t deserve
it. HaHa. I’ll let them know
O.K.”

.

At 1:12 a.m., the Powell-Wind
unit transmitted several messages
tb another LAPD car assigned to

an unidentified officer.

Among the messages sent from
the Powell-Wind can “I haven’t

beaten anyone this bad in a long
time.”

The response: “Oh, not again.

Why for you do that. I thought
you agreed to chill out for awhile.

What did he do.”
To which the Powell-Wind car

replied: “I think he was dusted”— slang for being under the in-

.

fluence ofPOP— “many broken
bones later. After the pursuit.”

The transcript also reveals a
reference to the film “Gorillas in

the Mist” in a message from the

car assigned tb Powell and Wind
less than a half-hour before the
King incident.

Los Angeles police Cmdr. Rick
Dinse said Monday that the
statement was a racial slur.

That passage began when an
unidentified unit messaged that

it was on a stakeout ofa Sunland-
Tujunga area house with auto
burglary suspects inside.

The Powell-Wind car respond-
ed: “Sounds almost exciting as

bur last call. It was right out of
Gorillas in the Mist.”

The reply: “HaHaHaHa. Let
me guess who be the parties.”

Although the other unit never
offered a specific guess as to who
was involved, Powell replied:

“Good guess.”

Community leaders said the
transcript shows King was a vic-

tim of racial discrimination.

“I think the message confirms

that race did play a factor in the

abuse which Mr. King received at
*

the hands of the police,” Police

Commissioner Melanie Lomax
said.

‘The references to ‘Gorillas in

the Mist’ and ‘lizard’— these all

suggest that Mr. King was some
sort of ape, some sort of lowlife.

“I am not shocked by the
tape,” Lomax said. “I have con-

tended since the beginning that

race was a factor. Anytime you
have 15 white police officers

beating one black man as if he
was an animal, it had so many ra-

cial overtones, it was ridicu-

lous.”

John Mack, head of the Los

Angeles Urban League, said the
messages sickened him.

“It provides clear evidence of
the savage, racist brutality that
was inflicted on Rodney King,”
Mack said. “It reaffirms our con-
tention all along that all of them

- should be fired, criminal charges
filed, and they should never be

j

allowed to caiTy a badge again.”
1 Ramona Ripston, head of the
Southern California chapter of
the American Civil Liberties Un-
ionj accused Gates of covering
the incident up by not releasing

the contents earlier,

i “I think it’s the same old atti-

tude on Chief Gates’ -part — he
thought it was an aberration, but
the statements indicated that it

wasn’t, he said it was not a racial

incident, but it clearly did have
racial overtones,” Ripston said.

;

She said the delay in releasing
; the transcript shows that Gates

j

had a cavalier attitude about no-

tifying the public. “When he tries

to cover up and hopes the public
doesn’t find out, he sends a mes-
sage to his officers: ‘You can beat

1 up this man and get away with
it.’

”

King’s attorney, Steven Ler-
man, described the communica-
tions by the officers as “scary,
really scary.”

Bradley in his statement from
Hawaii, where he is making a bid
-for Los Angeles to host the 1993
Super Bowl, said the “malicious
comments” raised questions just
as serious as those raised by the

.

King beating.

“The public must know how
deep these prejudicial sentiments
run in the LAPD,” Bradley said.

,

“The Rodney King beating
and the words of these few offi-

cers have set back our police
force and our city for years,”
Bradley said. “It is no longer pos-
sible for any objective person to

regard the King beating as an
aberration.

Dinse, brought in by Gates to
investigate the incident, said the
statements and the tone of the
transcript were clearly racist.

“I think it would be a reason-
able assumption for someone to
make,” Dinse said at a Parker
Center news conference. “We are

.
not happy about that.”

He said the department has
clear policies against the use of
racial slurs.

“It’s very difficult to legislate

away prejudices,” Dinse said.

Dinse said the department
checked on the last call made by
Powell and Wind where they re-'

ferred to it as being “right out of
Gorillas in the Mist.”

“It was a family disturbance
call, and there were no prob-
lems,” Dinse said. “We talked to
the family, and they had no com-
plaints. The family was black.”
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of Gorillas in the Mist.

12:32 a.m.: (Unidentified car to

Powell-Wind): HaHaHaHa. Let me
guess who be the parties.

12:32 aim.: (Powell-Wind to widen
titled

through
off for six, count them six, days.!'

Time for some, serious

: 12:32 a.m.: (Powell

flfled car): Good guess.
“

12:34 a.m.: (Unidentified car lo
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two LAPD patrol cars shortfy.after the beating of RodneyKing on March
3. Officers Laurence Rowell ‘and Timothy Wind, who face charges in the,
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Powell-Wind car: '

u
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<

• :

:
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'
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a long time’
|

<

By Linda Deutsch
Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — A police-
man involved in the beating of
tan unarmed black motorist told
another officer he hadn’t “beat-
en anyone this bad in a long
time/’ according to a transcript
released Monday.
“You just had a big-time use of

force,” Koon told a police dis-

patcher after the beating of Rod-
, ney G. King during a traffic stop
1 on March 3.

A top police official investigat-
ing the assault also said officers
sent a computer message that
may involve a racially edged re-

mark, making a joke about the
film “Gorillas in the Mist”
The beating of King was cap-

tured on a shocking videotape
made by a home camera buff
who watched the assault from,

i the vantage point of his home in
* suburban Lake View Terrace.

The transcript released by the
Police Department contains mes-

,

sages between the officers trans- J

mitted by portable computers in
|

their squad cars.

j

After a report that officers
|

were in pursuit of a white Hyun-
|

dai refusing to yield, there was a
pause of approximately nine
minutes, at which point a report

1 from Sgt. Stacey Koon came in,

saying, “You just had a big-time ;

use of force . . . tazed and beat
: the suspect of CHP pursuit. Big i

1 time.”
\

j

The response from headquar-
\

! ters was “Oh, well ... I’m sure
\

the lizard didn’t deserve it ... f
ha, ha. I’ll let them know OK.” t

i Koon responded, “I’m gonna f
drop by the station for a fresh,
Taser and darts . . . Please have

, the desk have one ready.” A Tas-,
er is a stun device that uses

“ darts.
,

A minute later, a message was
t received from a police car occu-:

_
pied by Officers Laurence Powell

y and Timothy Wind. The message

j

l
was simply: “Oops.” <

Another unit responded,

f
“Oops what?”
A minute later the response

- came: “I haven’t beaten anyone -

)
this bad in a long time.”
To that, the second unit said,

,

- “Oh, not again . . . why for you
j

5
do that ... I thought you agreed !

t
to chill out for a while . . . what t

. did he do?”

;
The Powell-Wind car respond-

!

ed, " I think he was dusted . . .

,

. many broken bones later . . . af-

'

, ter the pursuit.” “Dusted” is
!

f
slang for use of POP, a hallucina-

te *
_ _

'
!

I

. The second unit i

responded, “Oh, not again
j

. . . why for you do that
...J

I thought you agreed to •
i

I
chill out for a while ...

!

what did he do?”

j
The second unit asked, “What

pursuit . / and the transmis- 1

sion ended there.
,

Cmdr. Rick Dinse, who
heading a police investigation of
the beating, said me portion of
the transcript indicates a possi- :

bly racially tinged remark made
from, the patrol unit occupied by
Powell and Wind

F y
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At onepoint in the transcript,

the unit with which Powell and
Wind were communicating gave

(

their location and said they were >

on a surveillance of some narcot-

ics suspects.

Powell and Wind’s unit re-

sponded: “Sounds almost excit-

ing as our last call ... it was
right out of Gorillas in the

Mist.’” _

A - 1 IQA
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Beating Released
•

' Police: The officers’ messages include racial slurs

about an earlier case. ‘A big time use of force’ against .

.

Rodney King is referred to in the transcript
:

! By TRACY WOOD and SHERYL STOLBERG
TIMES STAFF WRITERS

Los Angeles police officers accused in the beating of Rodney G. King, a
black motorist stopped for speeding after a freeway pursuit, had made
racial slurs about blacks involved in a previous incident and referred to the

King arrest as “a big time use of force," according to transcripts of patrol

car computer messages made public Monday.
/ “I haven’t beaten anyone this

" bad in a long time,” read a comput-
er message sent from the squad car

r* assigned to officers Laurence M.
Powell and Timothy Wind, both of

whom were indicted last week in

the videotaped assault.

It was not known which officer

was operating the squad car com-
puter, which Police Department

• personnel use to communicate with
one another in the field.

Another message, sent from
Powell’s and Wind's car just before

the King incident, described a do-

mestic dispute involving African-

Americans that the officers had
handled as being "right out of

‘Gorillas in the Mist.'
”

The squad car that receive^ the

* ."-message responded: "HaHaHaHa.
Let me guess who be the parties.”

A Los Angeles police official

investigating the King affair said

the reference to "Gorillas in the

Mist,” the title of a movie about ape

research in Africa, and the usage of

black dialect by white officers

apparently had racial connotations.

rived in Hawaii to press the city's

Super Bowl bid—decried what he
called the "bigoted remarks” of the

officers. The mayor said the com-
ments "raise questions that are just

as serious and disturbing” as the

actual beating, which Police Chief

Daryl F. Gates has repeatedly

called "an aberration.”

Said Bradley: "It is no longer

possible for any objective person to

regard the King beating as an
aberration. We must face the fact

that there appears to be a danger-
ous trend of racially motivated
incidents running through at least

some segments of our Police De-
partment.”

Said Police Commissioner Me-
lanie Lomax: "The disappointment

is in the minds of those who had
hoped against hope that this did not

appear to be something straight out

of South Africa and the Deep
South, as it appeared to be. Of
course, that hope against hope
turned out not to be the case.”

RELATED STORIES: A20

"Without drawing assumptions,”

said Cmdr. Rick Dinse, "I am led to

f believe that is a racial comment.”
Release of the four pages of

starkly worded police communi-
ques immediately brought intensi-

fied complaints from Mayor Tom
Bradley and civil rights leaders

i that King's beating was racially
’ motivated and extended from a

pattern of abusive behavior by
*

police toward blacks.

,
In a strongly worded statement

issued by his staff late Monday
night. Bradl£Y-=:whQ had inst, ar-

The LAPD released the police

log hours after Bradley publi-

cized a letter in which he instruct-

ed the Police Commission to make
the ‘information public as soon as

possible. Bradley and several po-

lice commissioners had been in-

formed of the nature of the com-
puter messages last weekby Gates.

Although the mayor's staff had
alerted Gates that the letter was
coming, an Police Department
spokesman said that did not prompt
the chief to make the transcript

public. According to Cmdr. Robert

"Gil, Gates wanted to release the
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information Friday, but was ad-
vised against doing so by Dist.
Atty. Ira Reiner, who cautioned

1

that the material was. part of the
criminal investigation.

Reiner's spokeswoman declined
* comment, citing the confidentiality
of the grand jury probe. But both

' Gil and aides to Bradley said they
learned Monday that Reiner was
not. opposed to making the infor-
mation public.

The log shows a series of 19
messages sent during the 48 min-

,

utes surrounding the controversial

i videotaped beating of King, 25, an
!
unemployed construction worker

! from Altadena on parole after a
1 robbery conviction. The transmis-

,

cions include those sent by Powell
and Wind to foot patrol officers
who were not at the March 3
beating in Lake View Terrace, as
'well as messages sent by Sgt. Stacy
“C. Koon—who was also indicted

FBI/DOJ
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Timothy Wind

last week—to his watch command-
er!s desk.

Among them was the following

exchange between Koon, who had
fired a 50,000-volt Taser electric

dart gun at King, and an unidenti-

fied officer who was sitting at the

watch commander’s desk in the

Foothill Division.

Koon: “You just had a big time

use of force. . . tased and beat the

suspect of CHP pursuit, Big time.”

Officer at desk: “Oh well . . \ I’m

sure the lizard didn’t deserve it . . .

HAHA I’ll let them know, O.K.”

Koon then tells the other officer

that he is going to return to the

station “for a fresh taser and
darts.”

Responds the desk: “Okey dok
on the ACC [watch commander]
desk . . . You want extra darts???

It’s got two.”

In a later exchange, the foot

patrol officers in Sunland-Tujunga

were told in a message from Pow-
ell’s and Wind’s car about the

beating.

“Oops,” was the initial message
from the car of Powell and Wind.

“Oops, what?” was the response.

"I haven’t beaten anyone this

bad in a long time.”

The foot beat officers responded:

“Oh not again. Why for you do that

... I thought you agreed to chill

out for a while . . . What did he do
t*

“I think he was dusted . . ..many

broken bones later . . . after the

pursuit,” was the message that

came back.

Neither Powell nor Wind has
been previously disciplined, and it

was unclear what was meant by
“not again.” Also unclear was the

meaning of the word “dusted,”

although police officials surmised it

Los Angeles Times

Laurence M. Powell

could have referred to the drug
PCP—also known as angel dust.

Authorities have said the' officers

at the scene thought King was on
PCP, but toxicology tests later

6howed no evidence of drugs or

alcohol.

In addition to the log, a second

audiotape of the incident was made
public by the Police Department on
Monday. On the tape, either Powell

or Wind—LAPD officials said they

were not certain who—calls for an
ambulance, saying police have a

“victim.” Another voice intellects:

“Of a beating.” The first officer is

then heard chuckling.

Last week, a county grand jury

indicted Koon, Powell, Wind and
another officer, Theodore Briseno,

on felony charges of assault with a
deadly weapon and unnecessarily

beating a suspect under color of

authority.

Now, in an effort to see if more
criminal charges can be brought,

investigators are reviewing the

actions of 11 other officers who
watched the beating but did not

intervene. A spokeswoman for

Reiner said prosecutors expect to

begin presenting additional evi-

dence to the grandjury next week.
King suffered numerous injuries

in the attack. According to police

officials, King was hit between 53

and 56 times by officers wielding

their batons. The bones holding his

^eye in its right socket were broken,

and he suffered 11 broken bones at

the base of his skull.

Black-and-white videotaped im-
ages of the beating, broadcast na-
tionwide, sparked a public outcry

over police misconduct, as well as

calls for Gates’ resignation from
minority activists and other public

figures, among them conservative

#
columnist George Will, U.S. Sen.
Joseph Biden (D-Del.) and civil

rights leader Jesse Jackson.
On Monday, Gates arrived at

work to find a surprise welcoming
party of several hundred officers

and civilian Police Department
employees who lined the corridor
to his office, clapping, waving yel-

low ribbons and chanting, “Gates
Must-Stay! Gates Must Stay!” Af-
terward, the chief reiterated his

intention to hold on to his job.

G ates, who did not know of his

officers’ computerized mes-
sages until about a week ago, has
insisted from the outset that there

' -was no evidence the beating of

King was racially motivated. At a

news conference several days after 1

the beating, the chief said: “We can
turn up absolutely nothing that

would suggest that, except for the

officers were white and the suspect
wasblack,”
But civil rights activists said the

log shows that LAPD officers ap-
ply a different set of standards
when dealing with minorities.

“I think that this just further

confirms everything that we have
been saying,” said Danny Bakewell
of the Brotherhood Crusade, an
African-American civic group.
“There seems to be a very method-
ical game plan as well as coded
language within the LAPD when it

comes to dealing with black peo-
ple.”

The American Civil Liberties
’ Union of -Southern California,

which has purchased newspaper
advertisements calling for Gates to

. step down, released a statement
accusing the chief of a cover-up.

“Police Chief Daryl Gates is

guilty, just like his men, of a
cover-up,” the statement said. “He
had access to this transcript imme-
diately after the attack. But he
continued to insist that it was not a
racist incident and that it was an
aberration.”

According to police officials, the

transcripts were pieced together
during a weeklong process that

involved retrieving computer mes-
sages and matching times with cars

..
and officers. The computer system
was installed in 1983 and was
intended to reduce the amount of

official radio traffic and to provide
more accurate message exchanges.
Use of the system for personal
messages is a violation of depart-
ment policy.

Times staff writers Leslie Berger,
' Hector Tobar and Richard A. Serrano

contributed to this report. . 4



POLICE COMMUNICATIONS Tft.ANSCRIPT

Tape shows officer with baton raised to hit man on the ground.

Here is the transcript of computer transmissions between squad cars

and the watch commander’s office of the Los Angeles Police

Department’s Foothill Division beginning at 12:29 a.m. and ending at

1:17 am.on March 3—the morning Rodney King was beaten by
officers at a traffic stop.

* 12:29 a.m.

From unidentified foot patrol officers in Sunland-Tujunga to Officers

Laurence M. Powell and Timothy Wind: What are you up to. . . .We
are up on the rock with [cars] LI 70, 82 andA89 on top of some abandon
house with narco andBFMV [burglary from motor vehicle] suspects in

it. . . > We are uniting for them to hit some places.

12:31a.m.
From Powell and Wind to the foot patrol officers:. . . . Sounds

almost exciting as our last call. . . . It was right out of Gorillas in the Mist.

12:32 a.m.

From the foot patrol officers to Powell and Wind:. . .

HaHaHaHa. . . . let me guess who be the parties.

12:32 a.m.

From Powell and Wind to the foot patrol officers:. . .Fm just trying

to get through the night cause thenFm off for sir, count them six, days

. . Mme forsome serious bike riding.

12:32 a.m.

From Powell and Wind to the foot patrol officers:. . .Good guess.

12:34 a.m.

From the foot patrol officers to Powell and Wind:. . .You can’t even

get out of bed in the morning let done bike ride . . . . FUbelieve that

when I see it. . . . I have one more thenFm off for four.

12:36 a.m.

From Powell and Wind to the foot patrol officers: . * . That’s where
your wrong. . . . Iwas up at 12:30 today . . . I can’t sleep thafs the

problem. . . . I need to get worn out.

12:43 a.m.

#
From the foot patrol officer to Powell and Wind: But can you keep

tip. . . . HaHaHaHa . . . People better know we are talking about

bicycling and not something else or they uAU begin to wonder what these

messages are aboutHaHaHaHa. .

12:45 a.m.

From Powell and Wind to the foot patrol officer: Oh bicycling

.

. .Of
course.

12:47 a.m.

From emergency board operator to all units: CHP advises their

officers are in pursuit of a vehicle failing to yield southbound

Paxton-FoothilL . . . Vehicle is white Hyundai, license 2KFM102, now
approaching Glenoaks. . . . Vehicle is now southbound Glenoaks-Pazton

. . .now passing Sylmar. . . .Vehicle is now northbound Van
Nuys-Bordon. . . . FoothiLLRTO [radio:telephone operator] is taking

over the broadcasting of the pursuit [car] 16A23 [Powell and Wind] is the

primary unit. . . . Now ec&tbound Van Nuys at Fulton. . .stoppedata

light southbound VanNuys at Foothill. . . two male black occupants . . .
*

Vehicle stM refusing to yieldnow eastbound Foothill at Odbome . . .

Powell and Wind then got out of their car to investigate on Foothill

east of Osborne. One of them subsequently broadcast a Code 4,

meaning sufficient units were on scene and suspects were in custody at

12:59.

12:56 a.m.

From Sgt Stacy C. Koon to Foothill watch commander’s office . . .

You just had a big time use offeree . . .tasedand beat the suspect of CHP
. pursuit, Big Time.

12:57 a.m.

From watch commander’s office to Koon: Oh weU . . .Fm sure the

lizard didn’t deserve it. . . . HAHAFUletthemknowOX

1:11a.m.
From Koon to watch commander’s office:. . .Fm gonna drop by the

station for a freshtaser and darts. . .please have the desk have one

ready.

1:11a.m.
From watch commander’s office to Koon: Okey dok on theACC

desk. . . . You want extra darts???Its got two.

1:12 a.m.

From Powell and Wind to the foot patrol officer:. . . ooops

.

1:12 a.m.

From the foot patrol to Powell and Wind: ooops, what?

1:13 a.m.
*

From Powell and Wind to the foot patrol: Ihaven’t beaten anyone this

bad in along time.

1:15 a.m. From the foot patrol to Powell and Wind: Oh not

again. . . . Why for you do that. . . I thought you agreed to chid out for

awhile. . . .Whatdidhedo. . . .

1:16 a.m.

From Powell and Wind to the foot patrol: I think he uxls dusted : . .

many broken bones later . . . .After the pursuit. . . .

1:17 a.m.

From the foot patrol to Powell and Wind: What pursuit. . . .

Scntfvt:LtAPD
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Tape shows 21 x

police at beating
By Howard S. Gantman
COPLEY NEWS SERVjCE

Twenty-one law enforcement
officers were present during the

beating of a black motorist that

was recorded on videotape, not
the 15 previously acknowl-
edged, a Los Angeles Police De-
partment spokesman said late

Tuesday.

The new information came
after Assembly Speaker Willie

Brown, the state’s top black
public official, and the Los An-
geles County Federation of La-
bor joined the growing chorus
demanding Police Chief Daryl
Gates’ resignation over the
March 3 beating of Rodney

King.

Steven Lerman, the attorney

hired by King, said he was pre-

pared to file a $56 million law-

suit against the city, $1 million

for each blow King suffered

when he was beaten by officers

after a freeway pursuit.

Four officers have been in-

dicted by the Los Angeles
County grand jury for assault-

ing King and face a court heart-

ing Friday.
'

Officials from the District At-

torney’s Office said the inquiry

is continuing into whether 11

others who watched the beating

but failed to stop it could be
charged with aiding and abet-

ting.

Lerman, however, said an en-
hanced version of the amateur
videotape showed as many as 25
officers, including members of
'the California Highway Patrol
and school district police, could
have been at the scene.

, An LAPD spokesman, Lt.
Fred Nixon, later acknowledged
that 21 officers were present.

“In identifying additional of-

ficers at the scene we have not
identified any additional offi-

:cers who are as prominently in-

volved as the officers who have
already heen indicted by the
£rand jury,” Nixon said.

. He declined to say what
. changed the figures, other than
to say that the investigation

was continuing and that new
facts continue to come out as
they go along. ~

4
Lerman told a news confer-

ence that King, 25, remains in
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an undisclosed hospital where
he is recuperating from surgery

for broken bones in his skull

and is suffering from severe and
frequent nightmares.

The beating has sparked es-

calating calls for the resignation

of Gates.

More than 200 delegates of

the county Labor Federation,

which represents 700,000
AFL-CIO union members, vot-

ed unanimously Monday night

at a special meeting to approve
a resolution demanding that
Gates step down, said Bill Rob-
ertson, the executive secretary-

treasurer of the federation.

“This is a time of infamy and
shame in the city of Los Ange-
les,” said Robertson, a longtime
close associate of Mayor Tom
Bradley.

At a Sacramento news con-

ference, Brown also called for

Gates’ resignation, saying, “I

believe that those officers in-

volved in the beating were car-

rying out a pattern of conduct
that has been tolerated in that

police system for a very long

time, that has not been dealt

* * FBI/ DOJ
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with as sternly and firmly as it

should have been.”

^
The Los Angeles Times pub-

lished an editorial Tuesday call-

ing for Gates to quit “not be-
cause of legal necessity — there
is none — but because of moral
wisdom.”

Others who have called for

Gates to quit include the Amer-
ican Civil Liberties Union, the
Los Angeles chapter of the
NAACP, conservative columnist
George Will, Sen. Joseph Biden
Jr., D-Delaware, and San Jose
Police Chief Joseph McNamara.

The heightened furor comes
after the release Monday of
transcripts of patrol car com-
puter logs that showed one of
the officers involved in the
beating used a racial slur about
blacks in reference .to another
call just before the King beat-

ing. The officer later said he
hadn’t “beaten anyone this bad
in a long time.”

The release of the tran-
scripts, which showed one of

the officers referring to a black
family as “right out of (the

movie) Gorillas in the Mist” fu-

eled an outcry by black civil

rights leaders and politicians.

In a statement from Hawaii,

Bradley said the comments be-

tween the officers showed “a
callous disregard for the victim

and -a‘ deeply disturbing racial

remark. The transcript sickens

and saddens me.”

Bradley called on the Police

Commission, which is scheduled
to hold a special hearing on the

King case today, to include the

new information in its probe in-

to racism and mismanagement
in the LAPD,

.
Police Commissioner Melanie

Lomax, said the panel intends

to look closely at Gates’ own
responsibility for creating an
atmosphere that may have giv-

en the police officers the im-
pression they could get away
with the beating.

Gates has also been ordered
to appear before the City Coun-
cil Wednesday morning to ad-

dress concerns about how he
has dealt with police abuse
complaints in the past.

Despite the outcry, none of

the city’s elected leaders have
joined the calls for the chiefs
resignation, which prompted
Robertson to say he was “disap-

pointed” in both the mayor and
council for failing “to provide
the leadership that one would
expect of them,”.

An informal sampling of

council members found Robert-
son’s comments failed to sway
any lawmakers, with most say-

ing it was premature to demand
that Gates step down.

Councilwoman Joan Milke
Flores,' whose district stretch®
from the Harbor to Watts, said

the overwhelming majority of

calls to her office supported the
i chief.

Councilman Zev Yaroslavsky
said responsibility for problems
in the LAPD goes much further

than the chief and suggested
Bradley, the Police Commission
and even the council should be
held accountable for allowing

abuse and racism to develop in

the department. • --
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Says retirement ofGates would
'help restorepublicfaith in LAPD
-By Rick Orlov
and James W. Sweeney

7 Daily News Staff Writers

In his strongest statement yet

- on the Rodney Glen King beat-

^ing, Mayor Tom Bradley said
‘ Tuesday night that he will seek
‘ an investigation of racism at all

levels of the Los Angeles Police

Department and that Police
-Chief Daryl Gates’ “retirement
would help in the healing pro-
cess.”

' *

In a telephone interview'from
' Hawaii where he is attending a
, national Football League owners
.meeting in an effort to win the

T993 Super Bowl for the city,

Bradley said growing evidence

about the attack has convinced

him that racism is not confined

to the LAPD’s Foothill Division

in the San Fernando Valley
where a bystander captured the

beating by officers on videotape.

The mayor said he is considering

the appointment of an indepen-

dent commission to conduct the

investigation of the LAPD “from

top to bottom.”
“That’s the- chief, the deputy

chiefs down to the training offi-

cers and the supervisors in the

field;” Bradley said.

L ‘This (racism) is not isolated,”

,
he added. “If it exists, it’s likely

F

to be departmentwide.”

Despite mounting calls for

** Gates to resign, Bradley again

u said he would not interject him-

/ self in the debate over whether'

the chief should stay on.

Later in an interview broadcast

on television station KCAL
(Channel 9), the mayor, said he
was not calling for Gates’ resigna-

tion although he believes Gates’
- retirment would help restore

,
public confidence in the Police

Department
; But Assembly Speaker Willie'

f Brown Jr„ D-San Francisco, and
Bill Robertson, leader of the Los

. Angeles County Federation of
/Labor, joined civil rights advo-

. cates calling for Gates’ resigna-

i
tion.

Brownand Robertson said that

Gates should step aside so that

public confidence in the depart-

- ment could be rebuilt ‘

.

t 'Gov. Pete Wilson, in his first

/ statement on- the controversy,
~condemned the officers involved

.
in the beating but stopped short
of criticizing Gates.

.

, Wilson issued a statement cal-

t ling the officers “a disgrace to
their uniform and its proud tradi-

;
tions” and applauded the deci-

;

sion to prosecute them. '

l
“The bnitality of the video-

taped beating could not help but
^outrage and turn the stomach of -

t
any decent person, but must have .

f
/especially repulsed the vast ma-
f
jority of decent and conscien-

,

tious police officers,” Wilson
said.

No member ofthe Los Angeles
City Council has called for Gates’

5-resignation, with many saying
they don’t have the authority or

i. the grounds to demand that the

|

chief step down.

\
“This is not just any depart-

«\ment head,” said Councilman
r Robert Farrell. “This is the chief
‘ of police. We are talking about

‘

* fundamental issues and make
^fundamental decisions about the
r. operation of the, city’s biggest de-
' partment.”

“I have my personal feelings,”
’ said Councilman Zev Yaroslav-

sky. “I’m not ready to make such
statement. Right now, this is up

s.to the Police Commission and
;*the mayor.”
h King was beaten by at least

5 three officers March 3 following a
; traffic stop in Lake View Terrace.
The incident attracted national

' attention because it was recorded



* v by a witness on videotape, and
outrage over the incident grew
Monday following disclosures
that officers involved in the beat-
ing made racist remarks on a po-'

„Jice communications systems be-
forehand.

King, 25, is black, and the four

officers indicted in the case are

white.

Gates has condemned the beat-

, ing and says he will not resign

over the incident, which has re-

* suited in a grand jury investiga-

tion.

, Bradley said from Hawaii that
' he was particularly disturbed by

I .transcripts of the officers’ re-

-marks.

, “The transcripts of those dis-

v cussions are disturbing— indeed

alarming,” Bradley said. “It’s

clear that the King incident was
i not an aberration. The racial

1 .overtones are evidence of a big-

ger problem in the department.”
r

Bradley said the decision of
whether or not to resign was up

’'to Gates.

I “I don’t want to see this be-

come a Bradley-Gates battle/’
i.

'.the mayor said. “This is a matter
- for the chiefto decide. He has his

own constituency.

“But I am thinking of appoint-

ing an independent panel,” Brad-

ley said, referring to his plans to

v investigate racism in the LAPD.
? “It has advantages and disadvan-

r tages. I’ll decide that when I get

back.”

Bradley said appointment of

,an independent panel would not

‘indicate that he lacks confidence

in the Los Angeles Police Com-
mission, which recently has lost

‘.two of its five members.

i
At a Los Angeles news confer-

ence, Robertson said that Gates

Jhad brought “shame and in-

famy” and should step down .for

the good of the city. He also said

'die was disappointed in the fail-

ure of the city’s elected leaders to

* .

take a stand on whether Gates
should remain in office.

“I learned at an early age that
politicians should be leaders,”
Robertson said. “In the past 20

. years, I’ve seen politicians wet
their fingers, put them in the air
and see what the public thinks.
What we need are leaders.”
Gates has not changed his

mind about resigning, a spokes-
. man said. -

“I do know there’s been no
change in his position on not re-
signing,” Lt. Fred Nixon said.

: Robertson’s comments drew a
cool reaction from City Council
members, some of whom noted
that uhder the City Charter the

" chiefonly can be removed by the
city Police Commission — and
only for cause, such as groiss mis-
conduct. ,

t
Councilman Mike Woo said

-that calling for Gates to resign
“would raise false expectations,”;
given thecoundl’s lack ofauthor-

;

ity*
-

Councilwoman Joan Milke *

Flores said she is not convinced
-the call for Gates’, resignation is

^,as widespread as Robertson be-
lieves.

“I’ve had a number of calls

from people, all ofwhom deplore
the incident, but don’t think the
chief should be held responsible

forit—Flores said. ...

•
' Gates is scheduled to ‘appear
‘ 'before the City Council today on
;
a separate case involving allega-

- toons ofpolice brutality. Council-
man Nate Holden said he be-

• neves that might provide the
i

opportunity for council members
to question Gates,

if ..
“He has got' to answer ques-

ts
toons about this,” Holden said.

I Councilwoman Joy Picus in-
i'-
traduced two proposals to review

‘ the goals given Gates in his per-
formance reviews and to revive a -

charter amendment making it
'

,
easier to fire department heads. •

. The measures were referred to -

. committee for study. ; . ;

In Sacramento, Brown said -

that he believes the beating re-
fleets a pattern of insensitivity to

: minorities by Los Angeles police
officers.

“I believe that those officers
"

'were carrying out a pattern of
conduct that has been tolerated
in that police system for a very

• long time, that has not been,dealt
with as firmly and as sternly as it

«
should have been dealt with,” the

,
speaker said at a Capitol news

.
conference.

!

Sen. Ed Davis, R-Northridge,
•'•’who was Los Angeles police chief
until 1978, defended both his

^successorand the 50-year-old city
charter provision that gives civil
service protection to department

‘directors,

“The worst thing would be to
, leave now,” Davis said. “He’d
‘ leave in disgrace.”

Sen. Alan Robbins, D-Van
{ Nuys, also defended the chief.

• “From- my conversations with
Daiyl Gates through the years I
believe he is much more sensitive

i

"than the public perception Creat-
ed over the last few weeks,” Rob-
bins said. “And I don’t think he's
^getting a fair rap/’

Sen. Gary Hart, on the other
.••.hand, said Gates should go.

,
“I think he’s become the is-

sue,” said Hart, D-Santa Bar-
bara: . .

,i This story was written by Daily
{-News Staff Writers Rick Orlov in
-Los Angeles and James W\
isSweeney in Sacramento. Patrick
^McGreevy- in Los Angeles, md
^Sandy Harrison, in Sacramento,
contributed. . . .

• ..
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Public weighs justice

I of possible award i

!

By Kevin Uhrlch
Staff Writer

I
PASADENA — Is the $56 mil-

lion that attorneys for Altadena

|
resident Rodney King say they
will seek for the beating he en-

I
dured at the hands of Los Ange-
les police officers a realistic
sum?
Some local residents inter-

viewed Wednesday said $56 mil-
1

lion — $1 million, per Wow in-
.flicted — isn’t enough. Others
say the requested damage figure

f
is merely a stunt engineered to
generate even more publicity for
the case.

“How can you quantify some-
thing as terrible as that?” asked

j

Sally Mosher, a former candi-
date for the Pasadena Board of
City Directors. “If the judgment
went against the police, where
would the $56 million come
from? It comes out of whoever
has the deep pockets. Eventual-
ly, a lot of this stuff comes out of
all of our pockets. You want to
do everything you can do to dis-

i courage that kind of thing from
happening to a person. But this
is another one of those mind-

, boggling requests for money.”
Given the Circumstances, said

Bill Geller, vice chairman of the
Pasadena Young Republicans,
$56 million is not an Unreason-
able sum to request.
“A lot of us Republicans have

la problem defending this,” Gell-
er said. "You see it in black and

i white, and it’s really pretty bad.
It’s not a gross and ridiculous

number, because you have it all
j

on tape and you have to wonder
how many of these types of'
things happen that aren’t on

'

tape.”

In the eyes of others, $56 mil- <

lion will not compensate for the
losses suffered by King and his
family.

“If What the doctors say is

true, he’s going to be an invalid
in terms Of thinking capacity,

• for life,” said Emmell Beech,
j

chief executive officer of the 1

Foothill Area Community Ser-’j

vices. “That’s going to be a loss
I

to his children, to his wife and
1

to his relatives.”

“Our young people see this
tape . . . and I wonder what the i

heck they think about. You and I
are reasonable people. But con- <

sequently, there are some people
who are not reasonable.”

Pasadena attorney Joe Hop-
kins Said he originally was ap-
proached by members of King's
family and asked to represent

1

King before Beverly Hills attor-

ney Steve Lerman took over the
case. Hopkins said he was disap-
pointed by the King family’s de-

cision to downplay the allegedly
racist nature of the beating.

Tony Stewart, president of the
Altadena NAACP, said it ap-
pears King’s, lawyers are “grand-

!

standing” by sayihg they want
$1 million for each time King
was struck by police that night
“The money Will not replace

his health, whatever he settles
j

for,” Stewart said. /
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King’s Mend says police]

also manhandled

and taunted himi
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LOS ANGELES — As Rodney King was beaten

I by police March 3, other officers seized one of

I King’s passengers, Bryant Allen, who says he was

manhandled and taunted in a racially motivated

attempt to provoke him.

In an interview, Allen said he feared for his life

j

as he was made to crawl along the ground, hearing

j

his friend’s screams and the sounds of police batons

!

from the far side, of thecar.

I

“He was screaming, 'Stop!’ ” said Allen, who said

he heard but did not see his friend being beaten.

"Then he kind of quit, and all you could hear was

like bones being broken, a crunching.”

;
Allen, 25, said he believed the beating of King

and the blows directed at him and a second passen-

/ ger, Freddie Helms, were racially motivated,

i, The three men in the car were black. The officers

;
were white. As many as 21 Los Angeles police offi-

cers were present, of whom a sergeant and three

l
officers have been indicted on assault charges.

\
Allen’s lawyer, John Burton, said he would file a

Lcmg_Reach R-A-

T

federal civil rights lawsuit. King’s lawyer said

Tuesday he also would file suit. None of the three

men in the car has been charged.

A neighbor’s videotape of the beating has led to

rails for the resignation or firing of Chief Daryl

Gates, and prompted inquiries into police brutality

nationwide. „
Allen said that at one point, a woman officer

intervened when he was threatened with violence.

"She ... had her hand out saying I didn’t do any-

thing,” Allen recalled. "She was saying, 'He’s the

one that had his hands up.’
”

Nevertheless, he said, he was kicked, manhan-

dled and threatened by officers who asked, "You

want to be like your homeboy?”

He said Helms was bloodied after apparently

being struck on the head with a baton.

He said King, who' suffered head injuries in the

beating, was having difficulty remembering the

night of the beating in a coherent way. "It sounded

like he was talking in riddles, all mixed up,” Allen

said.
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carrying an

obligation
By Pat Dillon

Knight-Ridder Newspapers

W hether it’s Los Angeles or

San Jose, when it comes to

coping with violence, almost

I

every police officer in every major

police department gets the same type of

,

routine training.

;

It’s called the "Koga Technique,”
' and it includes grips and holds for sub-

! lining uncooperative suspects. If things

|
turn nasty, the "Koga Technique”

i includes using a 26-inch solid alumi-

j

num baton that, when swung properly,
! can lay a person low without drawing
i blood. It can also shatter a door, break

! an ax handle in half or shatter bones.

I Bob Koga, a Southern California

consultant and self-defense expert,

developed and taught the technique

when he was a sergeant with the Los

Angeles Police Department,

i The hideous variation of his tech-

nique is on videotape, and at’ least

three of 21 LAPD officers who took

part have been indicted for using their

batons to strike Rodney King more

than 50 times after they said they

stopped him for speeding.

"That;had nothing to do with police

work. It was the complete opposite of

everything we teach,” said Anton

Erickson, a 29-year San Jose police offi-

cer and former instructor at the Police

Academy. “I was horrified when Lsaw

that tape. I haven't felt so bad since my
father died

”

Erickson, 55, is retiring in 23 days,

but he says he' will always consider

himself a Koga disciple.

“He taught me to be a better cop.

He taught me the art of self-defense

that is behind this technique ” Erick-

son said. “When we teach it at the

academy, we devote at least eight hours

to our obligation to avoid using it as
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I an offensive weapon.

I

I "I’m just sick about what happened
!in Los Angeles. But, I’ll tell you this:

IEvery cop who saw that videotape is a
better cop today.”

We’ve been hearing how "sick”
ieveryone is ever since the incident

jbecame public. But that’s old news,

i A horrified San Jose Police Chief

j

Joe McNamara wrote an article for the

Los Angeles Times citing the LAPD’s
loss of integrity and calling for Chief

Daryl Gates to resign. McNamara’s
,
argument is this: “It is incumbent on
the chief to exert the kind of leadership

that results in his troops performing
their duties in a way that maintains
credibility in the community.”

1 But most officers get the same rou-

tine training. So, in theory, they all

start from the same place. Obviously,

I
though, each community is different

J

ethnically, economically, etc. How

training is transferred to the streets is

still another matter. It’s not a question

of whether the videotape could have
been shot in San Jose. What happens
when there is no videotape? McNa-
mara’s article doesn’t answer that.

The San Jose Police Department
receives an average of 160 citizen com-
plaints of misconduct each year. How
those complaints are handled reflects

the department’s determination to

avoid the horror in Los Angeles.

That’s why City Councilwoman
Blanca Alvarado is calling for a more
citizen-friendly way of handling com-
plaints against the police, even suggest-

ing a deputy city manager track those

complaints.

Assistant Police Chief Fred Abram
appeared with her at a news conference

Monday, promising that the depart-

ment will put more emphasis on com-
munity relations. He promised more

cross-cultural training and to hire more
minority officers, including a minority

member in the department of internal

affairs, the police mechanism for exam-
ining allegations of misconduct.

He even agreed that, if it is legal, it

might be a good idea for someone out-

side the department to track citizen

complaints. It’s sticky. Details of inter-

nal investigations into police miscon-

duct are protected by state law. Today,

Alvarado will ask San Jose’s attorneys

to explore ways that the city can pro-

vide more police oversight. That would
prove to be as important to police con-

duct as any amount of training with a
baton.

Pat Dillon is a columnist for the San
Jose Mercury News.

George Robeson is on vacation.
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Brutality victims

also may suffer

mental trauma
By Susan Gill

Staff Writer

Rodney King may feel some
vindication now that four Los
Angeles police officers have been
indicted for allegedly using ex-

cessive force .against him, but
the Altadena resident still has

I some enormous obstacles to
i overcome, specialists say.
1 Psychologists and attorneys
i interviewed Wednesday said
l King may be experiencing over-

,

whelming feelings of anger, con-

|

fhsion, suspicion and fear of his

!
environment.

i

“I would expect that, like oth-

|

er crime victims, he would b*e

quite depressed, have difficult

eating, sleeping and a problem
in interacting with others,” said
Susan Mandel, president of Pa-
cific Clinics, a mental-health
1

agency in Pasadena,
Frank Jameson, youth and

:
psychological services ,

coordina-

;
tor for die Pasadena Police De-

;

partment, said King’s experience
could be compared to “emotional

:
anarchy.”

i
“The victim is in a situation

in which he has no control, and
he is experiencing others who
have lost control in emotional in

physical levels” Jameson said.

' John Burton, a Pasadena attor-

ney who is representing 25-year-

old Bryant Allen, one of the pas-

sengers in King’s car the night
of the beating, said King’s, case
is compounded by the fact that

police officers were the alleged

criminals.
“When a police officer does it,

i

it lays an extra layer of psycho-

logical trauma,” Burton said.

"Because one of the things about
being a crime victim is you can
go to the police and they will

protect you or solve the crime.”

Allen, an Altadena resident
who was riding in the back seat

of King’s white Hyundai on
March 3, feared for his life, ac-

cording to Burton.

Burton said police handcuffed
Allen and put him on the
ground. Allen reported that one
officer “stomped” directly on his

back and ahother officer kicked
him in the side.

Burton said Allen plans to file

a lawsuit against the Los Ange-
les Police Department.

Gloria Romero, assistant pro-
fessor of psychology at Cal State
L.A., likened police brutality to
rape.

“It is the knowledge that it is

your word against somebody
else’s,” she said. “It is very diffi-

cult.”

Romero, a member of the His-
panic Advisory Council to the
Los Angeles Police Commission,
said many victims of excessive
force by police do not report the
incident because they start ques-
tioning themselves.
“They ask: ‘Did I deserve it?

Maybe if I had just not moved so
much. Maybe if I didn’t consume
so much alcohol,’ ” she said.

“But those questions have
nothing to do with it,” she add-
ed. “We Idame victims for their
own victimization. I think we
have to look again at how we set

up the system.”
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By Kevin UHrlch
Staff Writer

The Encino. attorney who ini?

tially handled the criminal de-
fense of police heating victim
Rodney King said, he is being
unjustly criticized by reports, of;

disciplinary action taken ’against
jhiin by .the. California Bar over a
1983 incident.

*

Robert Rentzer, who: helped
get King, but i)f jail after , his .-

March 3 encounterwith Los An-;
geles police officers in Lake.
View Terrace, was disciplined
for: allowing his office-assistants

to handle a; 1983 personal injury,

claim in which Rentiers client

ended up having to pay more
than $13,000 in :fees and- other
costs for a $12,000-judgment in
his favor. -

In November 1989,.Rentzer r.e-.

ceived a gO-dify
was ordered1

to- seiwe ‘two yeara
probation, said, California Bar
spokeswoman Susan Scott. .

'

Rentzer, 52, said he worked
free of charge to -get King out of
jail, but has hot been (actively

involved in the case since!
Rentzer said he is not involved
in the $56 million -lawsuit that
King’s’other attorney, Steve Ler,.

man, plans to tile, .and said he;
pripbably will do ' little Except!
take a few depositions once the
case gets under way, .r.'

.

1

' Howeyer, Rentzer said, he is-

thinking. of filing a, lawsuit
against reporter Harvey Levin
and, television station KCBS,
which - revealed his suspension
in a reporfTuesday night: 1

\

- “1 don't duiow how this even

;

fits’ iritpiithe King case,
’'
’Rentzer

said.-
' 1

j

Rentzer said he pointed out to

Leviiidhat'he is not.representing
' King/ Eiit iLeidh ‘did not report

j

that; He disci', gaid the .CJienf iii?

Vplved’in ’the’•1983; pefsOhal inju?.

ry ’'case; .ultimately .‘received

$9!422vpfi the’judgment:' ' -y *

Rentier said ,he5fired:the -office

h^iag^'.ijjdgply^d ’

iii, .,tpe case,

'filedV&Wsiiit against him:- fired
•• all of, his office staff and’ closed

j

his office,
•“

, VIjam npt ruMingjfpr political

office and do, hot see how an
R^year^ld mciderif.has any bear?.:

ing o'h the -King cdse;” Rentzer;

wrote in!aletter.pf protest to the;

Los Angeles,.news station.. .

’

, j

* Igym- said; thatthe report'that
j

aired. wad “100 percent” dccu-
j

rate., Hot: only wad the report
fair, but Levin .said he even redd,

' Rentzer the report before going

;

ori theair.
•““1 even read my copy to him*.

npt.fpr .his opinion, but for accu?

,
racy^”(&vih said, “His comment!

‘ to me was quote, ‘YoU’re a genii

tleman.’ ”
. .. ...
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12 local victims react

differently to police
’

I - Jz. . . . 1 1 i

I By Danny Pollock
[Staff Writer

PASADENA — Although they never

have met, Rodney King and Michael

Zinzun both are haunted by vivid recol-

lections of violent clashes with police.

However, they are seeking justice in

different ways.

I

Zinzun, a-Pasadena activist who won
a $1.2 million out-of-court settlement

against Pasadena,. used his high-profile

case to draw attention to the broader

issue of police brutality. King and his

family, however, have struggled to keep

a low profile since his March 3 beating

in Lake View Terrace.

and Zinzun to their clashes with police.

By all accounts, King,. 25, does not

share Zinzun’s spirit of activism. Brent

Sailor, 18, a friend of the King family,

described Rodney King as a quiet, easy-

going person whom Sailer never knew

to become violent.

King, who often worked as a laborer,

served a year in prison after pleading

guilty to the November 1989 armed rob-

bery of a Monterey Park grocery store.

While in prison, he wrote a letter to*

Pasadena Superior Court Judge LiUianj

M. Stevens, asking her to reconsider his

two-year sentence and let him rejoin
j

his' family.
. _ ,.

**I have all good time work time,

King wrote. “I have seriously been

thinking about what happen and I

think if it is possible that you can give

me another chance your honor. I nave

a good job and I have two fine kid who

wish me home. Have so much at stake
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With King recovering from his inju- WISH me iKJine. nave ou muwi
ries in seclusion and his lawyers pre-

; to lose if I don’t get that chance. My jod

paring a $56 million lawsuit, the Alta- 11 — j *—

-

1- —

^

rkloQCO rpnnr1 ’

dena far
* *

from the mounung movement tu uust
(

.
knnW(!

Los Angeles Police Chief Daryl Gates i.
ness ana God -° - -

Zinzun said the"money has ar

lowed him to work full-time for

the, coalition, which now re-

ceives about 100 complaints of;

police abuse, a month from
throughout Los Angeles County
and more than five a monthj

from West San Gabriel Valley.

Despite the low-key attitude ofn atjuiubiuu turn ma lawjcio
i to lose ii i uuu t get j— respite tne iow-Key araiuae o]

l a $56 million lawsuit, the Alta- P and family awaits me, so please recon-
ancj family, Zinzun be

family has remained detached
; sider your judgment. The sky my wit- ^eves {he community and orga

the mounting movement: to oust;
f |nizations like the Coalitior

and explore the possible racial over

tones of the beating.

“We are not supporting any types of

those (protests),” King’s mother, Odessa

King, said in one of her few statements

to the media. “We don’t want that. We

King was paroled Dec. 27

The grocer who was robbed of

$200 and struck twice with a

metal pole by King said King did

not become violent until he was

provoked. “I grabbed his arm,”

said Tae Suck Baik, 43, owner of

the-99 Market in Monterey Park.

“If I hadn’t touch his arm, may-

be he wouldn’t hurt me.”.

Unlike King, Zinzun had been

fighting police abuse for more

than a decade before his

June 22, 1986, clash with Pasade-

police at the Communityna

Arms housing complex. In that

confrontation, he was partially

know that could be very dangerous. We
are mellow people. . . . People could get

hurt. We are not backing any of that.”
' Zinzun, a leader of the Los Angeles-

based Coalition Against Police Abuse,

said Wednesday he understands the

Kings’ attitude because Rodney King
,will need a long time to recover and
rebuild his life.

King suffered a fractured eye socket,

broken cheekbone, broken leg, facial uyuii UUWAW.V1*, xrr*-

nerve damage and severe concussion in -blinded and suffered a fractured

his beating. skull. A former Black Panther,

“He probably doesn’t want to call for Zinzun and several friends

any action because he fears the very founded the Coalition Against

unlikely possibility that (police) may Police Abuse in 1976 in response

come back and get him,” Zinzun, 40, to a rash of police violence,

said. Zinzun won his $1.2 million

Such fears may not be the only rea- settlement after filing a federal

son for the divergent reactions of King lawsuit charging Pasadena po-
•——- “ ‘ ~

lice, with excessive violence. De-

spite the settlement, police have
denied Zinzun’s allegations.

nizations like the Coalition

Against Police Abuse, NAACP
and American Civil Liberties

Union have an obligation to use

King’s case to push for the re-

moval of Gates and work for an
end to police brutality. .

“This (King case) was a very

graphic incident of police

abuse,” Zinzun said. “But there

have been incidents in which
people have been beaten and lost

their lives We cannot afford

to git hack idly or make rhetori-

cal demands that don’t have sub-

stance'
**

Along with the removal of

> Gates, Zinzun’s coalition is call-j

ing for a congressional hearing

on police abuse throughout Los 1

Angeles County and the forma-

tion of a 16-member civilian po-

lice review hoard in Los Ange-I

lies. The hoard essentially would
replace the police department’s;

internal affairs unit and have le-

,
gal authority to investigate and
[prosecute brutality complaints^]

FBI/DOJ

-

1

&Hy



“The District Attorney’sUffice
has a sweetheart relationship
with police,” Zinzun said. “You
can’t have that relationship to
get justice.”

Anyone interested in providing
testimony during a congressional
hearing about police abuse can
call (213) 684-1892- or (213)
733-2107.

‘ z

recovering in seclusion

Michael Zinzun

long-time activist
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Ask Forgiveness From All the

Rodney Kings

By ROGER MAHONY
Until the video of the Rodney King

incident appeared, I suspect that many
people felt that police brutality was
•infrequent—and besides, “they prob-

ably deserved it anyway.” That has all

changed now. Police ruthlessness, even
if just in a few isolated cases, is now real

[
and present to all of us.

: As a caring.- society, how do we
respond? Several considerations need

full attention and immediate response:

—We must recognize that racism and

discrimination are very much a part of

our intergroup relationships in Southern

California, and we must take serious

steps to rid our communities of this evil,

—Violence begets violence, while re-

. spect for human dignity and human
L rights begets harmony In a community.
>-'Every effort must be made to reduce the

violence that has spilled onto the streets1

in so many terrible forms.

—'We must admit that many seg-

ments of public service do treat minori-

ties and the poor with different levels of

respect and conduct- that must change.

— All law-enforcement agencies need -

to introduce a remedial program as soon

as possible to retrain every officer in

race and community relations, using the

King incident as a teachable moment.
— Public officials must state clearly

and forcefully that no disregard for

human rights will be tolerated by public

servants, especially those in law-en-

iorcement; appropriate public review

groups must be formed as monitors.

—Police chiefs, sheriffs and all law-

enforcement leaders must demonstrate

the highest level of responsibility in

word and in action, both publicly and

privately. If this level of public trust and

confidence cannot be recaptured or

sustained, then those in leadership must

seriously consider stepping aside.

— Public leadership is not about who
is right or wrong. Rather, sound public

leadership proclaims a vision of human

LOS ANGELES TIMES
Edition-THURS . MAR 21, 1991
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decency and respect, lives that vision
‘ out- in word and example and calls the

community to the higher road in living

out the best that each .of us has to offer

for the good of the entire community.
Rodney King's tragedy* is now our

community tragedy. If Los Angeles is to

recover its standing as a great city, then
positive and proactive steps need to be
taken by all our leaders*, governmental,

religious, business and community.
We need a public observance in which

Ave ask forgiveness from all the Rodney
Kings victimized knowingly and un-
knowingly, and in which we begin a
desperately needed communitywide
healing. Anything less is a betrayal of

the public trust and confidence which
the people of the City of the Angels
rightfully expect and deserve.

Roger Mahony is archbishop of the

Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Los An-
geles. A version of this article appears in

the archdiocesan newspaper, the Tidings.



FD-35&(Rev. 5*8-81)

(Indicate page, name of

newspaper, city and state.)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

Homepanel

I

hears testimony

on LA. probes
t ... .

|
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* DailyNews Staff Writer
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HOUSE PANEL HEARS
‘TESTIMONY ON L. A. PROBES
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> WASHINGTON — The Justice De-
partment has investigated 720 com-
plaints of police brutality in Los Angeles

since 1982 and prosecuted four officers,

; winning three convictions, federal law-

makers were told Wednesday,
. Among the cases were 186 involving

Los Angeles County sheriffs deputies

and 72 involving city police, according

« to testimony before „a House subcommit-
tee investigating police brutality in the

[aftermath of the Rodney Glen King

r
beating on March 3.

The cases resulting in convictions in-

volved one LAPD officer, a sheriffs dep-

mtv and a U.S. Border Patrol agent.

Details of those cases were not I .

released, but subcommittee
members criticized the Justice

Department for being too timid

in investigating and prosecuting

.
police brutality cases.

“There is a crisis of confidence
in law enforcement in Los An-
geles and throughout the coun-

try,” Rep. John Conyers, D-
Mich., said in a prepared state-

- ment. “So far, the Justice
Department has yet to demon-
strate it is willing to take the ac-

. tion necessary to make people

feel safe from the police.”

. Conyers’ comments came as

the House Judiciary Committee’s
subcommittee on civil and con-

stitutional rights began the first

of several hearings into the vi-

deotaped beating of King, a black
motorist who had been stopped

by Los Angeles police for speed-

ing.

William M. Baker, assistant

director of the FBI, and John R.
Dunne, assistant attorney general

for civil rights, defended the fed-

eral response in the King case.

“I am proud pf the record o
this division in investigating ar &

prosecuting incidents of po(?«

misconduct throughout the

tion,” Dunne said. “Hovk
the nature of the federal e%
ment effort in this area"* ^

,
not be overstated. We zm «
‘frontline troops in com* e

stances of police abuse.
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Dunne said local prosecutors
. and police internal affairs inves-
tigators are better equipped to
deal with police abuse than feder-
al prosecutors.

“The federal enforcement pro-'
gram is more a backstop to these
other resources,” Dunne said.

Conyers said the federal gov-
ernment should be more than a
“backstop”— particularly in Los
Angeles,

Dunne said the department
- would expand a nationwide re-
view of police brutality com-
plaints to include civil lawsuits
.and interviews with the Urban
League and other organizations
concerned about police miscon-

l
duct.

f

Attorney General Dick Thorn-
burgh agreed last week to review

- an estimated 15,000 police bru-
tality complaints made to the

* Justice Department over the past
six years.

" ! Dunne said that in 1990 the di-
vision received 7,960 complaints^

' ofcivil rights cases, about halfin-
“

volving complaints of police bru-
tality; the division investigated
3,050 of the cases, and referred
46 to grand juries for prosecu-
tion.

Baker said the FBI investigated
4,803 civil rights cases in fiscal

1990, down from 5,156 in 1989
and 5,506 in 1988. Of those,
about half involved charges of
police brutality, he said
Dunne and Baker said police

brutality cases are difficult to

prosecute because of the unrelia-
bility ofwitnesses.
Subcommittee members cited

testimony at the hearing given by
Paul Hoffman, ACLU of South-
ern California’s legal director,
that police brutality problems in
the Los Angeles area have been
ignored by local officials.

Hoffman said the vicious beat-
ing King received at the hands of
police is a common occurrence in
the Los Angeles area, especially

- among black,and Hispanic peo-
;
pie.

* ‘The Justice Department must
consider the ineffectiveness and
.secrecy of the internal LAPD in-

.

jvestigations into police miscon-

.

duct, the failure to refer cases for
: prosecution and the failure ofthe
Los Angeles District Attorney’s
Office to ifnpose criminal sanc-
tions on the police officers in-

volved in brutality cases,” Hoff-
man said. -

,

- “The systems which are suj>*
posed to guarantee the account-
ability of police officers are fun-
damentally flawed and do not
operate as adequate safeguards
against police abuse,” Hoffman

.
said. _ .

Conyers said a major purpose*
ofthe hearing wasto get the 'Jus-!
tree Department more involved •

in probing police brutality com-!
plaints; '

{
'

-;3e are this pattern 1

mi
>

n
co“y

«

WjSjpeed some zeal inrjhis FBI/DOJ),
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Gates Defends Police at

Fiery Council Meeting
Violence: Commission gets briefing on charter

provisions that could be used to discipline the chief.

By HECTORTOBAR
and RICH CONNELL
TIMES STAFF WRITERS

Embattled Los Angeles Police

Chief Daryl F. Gates defended the
Police Department at a raucous
City Council meeting Wednesday
while the Police Commission re-

ceived a briefing from the city

attorney’s office on a range of

options for disciplining the chief.
,
,

It is not clear that the commis-
sion intends to fire or even disci-

pline Gates, who has been chief for

\ 13 years. The 45-minute briefing
' on possible disciplinary action
‘ comes in the wake of the video-
' taped March 3 beating of motorist *

1 Rodney G. King on a San Fernando
'

Valley street corner.

The commission, a civilian panel

that oversees the department,
tdieard testimony from assistant

•City Attys. Frederick N. Merkin
,

and Leslie E. Brown, who ex-

plained which City Charter provi-

sions could be used to discipline.

Gates.

Earlier, during an often heated*

public hearing at City Hall, Gates

addressed the City Council for the

first time on the King beating,

enduring the now-familiar
.
calls

from speakers for his resignation

and engaging in a tense exchange
with one councilman.

* Meanwhile, Mayor Tom Bradley
told reporters at Los Angeles In-

ternational Airport that “the only

way” for the Police Department to

recover from the controversy is for

Gates “to remove himself” from
office. It was Bradley’s strongest

statement to date on Gates’ future.

Commission Vice President Me-
lanie Lomax confirmed Wednesday
that she and the other panel mem-
bers had asked the city attorney’s

office to tell them how they could

censure, discipline or remove Gates

from office.

Lomax declined to comment on
What steps the commission would

take next.
-

But Commissioner Dan Garcia

said Wednesday’s briefing should

not be seen as a first step toward

removing Gates from office.

“We want to know how to go

, about disciplining officers, includ-

ing the chief of.police,” Garcia said.

He added, however, that Gates*

hold over the department appears

tenuous. * _

: , j-^Tt’s .ctear therp^s a- veryieribus

crisis in leadership,” Garcia said.

“There are many people from all

different walks of life . . . 'who are

expressing a lack of confidence in

the leadership in the department.
That’s a serious problem.

“But we’re going to be careful,”

Garcia continued. “A lot of people
want us to go lynch somebody
right away, but we’re going to be
fair to everybody.”

Garcia predicted that the com-
mission would take no action
against Gates until after the com-

’

mission’s investigation into the
King beating is completed, which'
could take more than a month.
For 2>6 weeks, Gates has been

under pressure from politicians and
community leaders to resign or

retire because of public outrage
over the King beating. The inci-

dent, televised across the country,

has generated ^ national debate on
police brutality.

The Los Angeles County Grand
Jury last week indicted four police

officers on charges related to the

beating. The grand jury’s investi-

gation is continuing, as is a U.S.

Justice Department investigation

into allegations of brutality by Los
Angeles police officers. Gates ap-
peared to be surprised to hear
about the commissioners’ briefing.

“Haven’t heard a word,” Gates
said while returning to Parker
Center police headquarters after

the City.Council hearing. “Haven’t
heard a word.”
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After the closed-door briefing,
the commission held its second
public hearing to gather communi-
ty input for an exhaustive inquiry
into the Police Department’s pro-
cedures and allegations of wide-
spread brutality by officers against
minorities.

The Police Commission session
Wednesday afternoon was the

chief’s second public hearing of the
day. Gates was summoned to the
City Council in the morning, osten-
sibly to explain the circumstances
behind a police brutality lawsuit
that cost the city $625,000. Almost
immediately, however, discussion
of the videotaped beating over-
shadowed the agenda item.

Gates made an emotional plea to
the council members to support his
department and his tenure as chief,

reminding- them of the many police
projects he has supported in their
districts.

“This City Council, which is

representative of all the people of
'the city, needs to stand up and do
exactly that [support the Police
Department] at this point,” Gates
said. “There isn’t one of you who
hasn't called to us for assistance
and you know we've always been
there. ...”
Councilman Michael Woo then

asked if the chief was threatening
to withhold services to council
members who fail to support him.

#

“That is the most insulting thing
Tve heard on this council floor in a
long time, Gates snapped at Woo,
“and I've been here a lot longer



«

It was a rare display of anger

from the chief, who seemed fa-

tigued by the crisis.

“The chief of police will one day

leave this department . .
.” he told

the council to cheers from the

audience. “But not because of those

folks [the protesters].”

Some conservative council

members said they would support

the chief.

“I do support him. I’d like to see

him stay/' said Councilman Hal

Bernson, who represents part of
•

the Valley. “I think he’s very

capable and has the ability to do

what’s necessarv” to rebuild confi-

dence in the department.

Councilwoman Joan Milke Flo-

res hugged the chief after he

entered the council chambers. “It's

a difficult-issue,” she said. “I think

the chief has done a good job. ...

If you’ve got a broken arm, I don’t

know if cutting off your head is the . ,

way to fix it.”

* Privately, some council mem-
bers have said they do not feel

Gates’ ouster would solve all of the

department's problems. Some
council aides say that the council

.members fear the political back-
1

lash of appearing to be anti-police

when the city is being ravaged by

crime. Still other staffers say the

council members fear that if they

attack the chief it could hurt their

efforts to obtain special police ser-

vices in their districts.

To date, no council member has

called for Gates to resign.

Bradley’s remarks about Gates’

future came as the mayor returned

Wednesday afternoon from a busi-

ness trip to Hawaii. “People are not

calling on 8,300 officers to retire,”

he said. “Th&y are calling on the

chief. The only way to start the

healing process is for him to re-

move himself from the center of

[the] storm.”

After Wednesday’s council ses-

sion, Gates offered his first re-

sponse to Bradley’s comments.

“I’ve indicated over and over

again I'm not going anywhere,” he

said. “That’s all there is to it. It’s

rehashing what has already been

hashed over.”

Asked about Bradley saying that

Gates could restore confidence in

department by stepping down, the

chief responded: “I wish I could

restore my 'energy by going to

Hawaii.”
Independent moves to force

Gates from office also gathered

momentum Wednesday.

Civil rights groups announced a

campaign to coax recently retired

Assistant Chief Jesse Brewer back

to replace Gates. Brewer was the

highest-ranking black officer in

the department.

The announcement came after a

coalition of 20 community lead-

ers—from groups including the
National Assn, for the Advance-
ment of Colored People, the
Southern Christian Leadership
Conference and the Nation of Is-

lam-held a closed meeting to

develop strategies to force Gates

from office.

“If anybody thinks the pressure -

will relent, -they’re in for a big

surprise,
1” said John Mack, presi-

dent of the Los Angeles Urban
League. “This community will re-

main determined.”

Bill Shearer, vice president and
general manager of radio station

KGFJ and a leader of the coalition,

praised Brewer for his “impeccable

credentials.”

Shearer said he had contacted

Brewer about the plan, but said

Brewer “has implied that he’s not

excited about accepting such a

challenge.” He added that Brewer
said he might accept the post if a

coalition of community leaders

persuaded him to do so.

Gates also faces a campaign for

his ouster by community activists

and religious leaders under a pro-

vision in the City Charter that

allows citizens to recall appointed

officials.

The grass-roots effort is expect-

ed to get started today with the

publishing of a legal notice in The
Times giving Gates notice as re-

quired under the City Charter.

Petitioners can then begin trying _

to collect about 60,000 signatures

that would be needed to qualify for

a special election.

Even though the city attorney’s

office issued an opinion in 1987 that

the heads of all city departments

are subject to the recall provision,

senior Assistant City Atty. Merkin
said his office is studying whether
the charter covers the police chief.

Gates walked into the commis-
sion chambers Wednesday -to a

chorus of boos. Lomax—describing
plans to conduct an exhaustive

review of the Police Department—
was drowned out by a crowd
screaming “Gates got to go! Gates

got to go!” interspersed with one

man’s cry, “You bigot!”

Gates had a handful of support-

ers, too. One voice shouted “Hang ’

in there Daryl! Gates must stay!”

Early in the meeting, Ramona
Ripston, executive director of the

American Civil Liberties Union of

Southern California, announced
that she had 10,000 Tetters de-

manding Gates’ resignation. She
had her staff dump a dozen boxes of

them on the stage.

Earlier, 20 television news crews
descended on the marble-lined

City Council chambers, awaiting

Gates’ appearance. The chief ar-

rivecUtart, after 11 a.m. and stood by
ston^Ked as a dozen members of

the public sharply ' criticized him
and his department.

Some said they were angered by
revelations in the King case, in-

cluding the release of transcripts

showing that some officers in-

volved in the beating made racial

slurs.

ne speaker, Mervin Evans of
.

Los Angeles, said he was an-

gered by reports that some of the

officers involved in the beating and
other police officials had down-
played the extent of King’s injuries

in police reports.

“I am shocked that members of

the LAPD would try to cover up
this incident,” Evans said. “Police

confidence has been shaken to the

core. Confidence jn the chief is

gone.”

After the meeting ended—with a

small band of critids booming
“Gates got to go!” and camera
lights glaring—Gates was besieged

with questions from reporters
about calls for his resignation and
Bradley’s remarks.

Gates strained a smile and tried

to brush aside the questions as he
made his way out of the chambers,
accompanied by a circle of plain-

clothes police officers and aides.

But the protesters and the pha-
‘

lanx of local and national media
pursued the chief down hallways
and stairwells, out of City Hall and
a full block to the front door of

Parker Center.

In stark contrast to the reception

Gates received earlier in the day,

his remarks to a group of about 80
business leaders dining at the Los
Angeles Hilton on Wednesday
night were frequently interrupted

by applause and laughter. A re-

porter was barred from the meet-
ing but could hear the reception

from the hotel lobby.

Afterward, city Parks and Rec-
reation Commissioner Richard
Riordan said Gates got a “very
positive and very constructive re-

ception. . . . They were very, very
supportive.”

Leaving the hotel, Gates said:

“I'm always encouraged when I

have my friends around me—peo-
ple who support me and, more
importantly, who support the Po-
lice Department.”

He added, “no one asked me if

Tm staying, but I told them, T’m
staying.”'

Also on Wednesday, the direc-

tors of the Los Angeles Police

'Protective League voted to contin-

ue paying legal fees for the indict-

ed officers. League President
George Aliano said police officers

need to know “that if that hap-
pened to them, they’d have a place
to go.”



LAPD Chief Daryl F. Gates, center, is surrounded by City Council police liaison Lt. Gabe Ornelas, right,

bodyguards Eugene Arreola, left, Jerry Sola and during the public hearing in council chambers.



THOMAS KELSEY / Los Angeles Times

Members ofthe audience at the Police Commission meeting chant for resign were delivered to the meeting by the ACLU. The embattled

Daryl Gates' ouster. Thousands of petitions calling for the chief to chief grimaces amid, speakers’ calls for him to step down,
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Rockwell on
Police Beating

I am appalled and embarrassed that

Llewellyn Rockwell identifies himself as a

T libertarian (“It’s Safe Streets Versus Ur-
ban Terror,” Column Right, Commentary,..

. March 10). There is nothing Libertarian
about the notion that police are empowered,

Y
to act as judge, jury and dispenser of

i punishment
v What becomes apparent from viewing
k the beating of Rodney King is that if the

;
police had felt threatened by his “resis-

*. tance” to arrest, they had sufficient num-
? bers to restrain him with handcuffs. What
; is even more apparent is that this was not

their concern or interest: The object was
^sport. If the primary rationale for the
existence of police departments is the

. preservation of civilization, then it seems
apparent that the Los Angeles Police

Department has lost its raison d'etre. For
there is nothing civilized—or libertari-

an—about making sport of the beating of
‘

another human being, no matter his sus-

pected behavior.

.
JOHN VERNON

Libertarian Party of California

Van Nuys

As .a lawyer representing victims of

police abuse, a member of the board of

directors of the Police Misconduct Lawyers
Referral Service and an avid student of

* Ludwig von Mises, I read with much
interest Rockwell's article on the police

|
beating. Apparently, Rockwell concludes

* that beatings like that suffered by King are
necessary to prevent crime. Given Rock-
well's position as president of the Ludwig
von Mises Institute, his views imply that

Ludwig von Mises subscribed to the con-
clusions and methodology espoused by
Rockwell. I take great exception to Rock-
well's article, for reasons not the least of

which is it besmirches the methodology
and principles taught by the late Prof. Von
Mises, in my opinion one of the premier
economists and great minds of the 20th

. Century.

I was too young in the 1950s to appreci-

ate the degree of police* brutality that
existed then, but I will accept Rockwell's
.assertion that brutality was common then.

However, his thesis—that police brutality

- then accounted for the lower crime rate in

the 1950s—is unsupported. Surely a signif-
- icant increase in crime rates since then is

#
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attributable to the ever-escalating “war on
drugs” and other similar law enforcement

policies enacted and enforced to prevent

individuals from freely engaging in volun-

tary activities, e.g., drug use, gambling,

.
prostitution. As any student of Von Mises

should know, laws designed and enforced

to prevent individuals from freely engag-

ing in voluntary activities must be con-

demned on economic grounds. Not only do

these laws deprive individuals of what
they deem to be .in_their.best interest, the

: cost of criminal enforcement is high.

{ Rockwell need not bemoan the passing
:

of the practice of police beatings in the

* paddy wagon. That practice is alive -and

well and flourishing in our Southern Cali-

fornia communities. Just ask Rodney King.

DONALD W. COOK
Los Angeles

Thank you so much for printing the some
. 16 column inches contributed by Rockwell.

Though he was “out-printed” by about 40

/inches to 1 in that edition, he was the only

one that seemed to remember that crimi-

nals must be deterred. Granted that King's

captors may have been a little overzealous,

s.such experience should normally tend to

deter the working criminal.

At the other extreme under Column Left

on that page, writer Carol Watson proposes

that law enforcement agencies should not

use their full resources when someone
attempts to , “evade” proper authority.

What sort of world does she invite if to

escape confrontation the criminal elects

simply to “evade”? I say call on the dogs or
• whatever it takes to uphold authority.

Thank you, too, for Patrick Buchanan's
remarks reminding us that all this out-

break of histrionics over the apprehension

of a law breakerls just that—hand-wring
ing by the brothers of the criminal, pros
pecting by the Police Misconduct Lawyer
Referral Service, publicity seeking by th<

American Civil Liberties Union.
Please tell the urban warrior that it i.

very easy to avoid unpleasant encounter.*

with the police. Just don't break the law!

T. BRUCE GRAHAA
Port Huenerm

. FBI/DOJ
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Suits Against Police
™_. U.S. EXPTENDS PROBE TO

SUITS AGAINST POLICE

Civil rights: Members of Congress and a spokesman

for the ACLU express fears ofa whitewash.

By WILLIAM J. EATON
TIMES STAFF WRITER

WASHINGTON-The U.S. Jus-

tice Department will broaden its

investigation of Los Angeles police

brutality to review scores of pri-

vate suits accusing the city's police

of mistreating suspects in their

custody, a top agency official said

Wednesday.
John R. Dunne, assistant attor-

ney general in charge of the Jus-

tice Department’s civil rights divi-

sion, disclosed the wider inquiry at

a congressional hearing stemming
from the widely publicized video-

taped beating of motorist Rodney
G. King.

D espite assurances that the

Justice Department inquiry

will consider evidence from about

100 lawsuits filed against Los An-
geles police, members of Congress
and a spokesman for'the American
Civil Liberties Union expressed

fears of a whitewash by the federal

government.

Dunne insisted at the hearing

that the Justice Department will

follow through on its promise to

review about 15,000 complaints of

police brutality filed across the

nation during the last six years to

see if there is a pattern of violent

misconduct.

“We are undertaking a unique
investigation,” Dunne told the
House Judiciary subcommittee on
civil and constitutional rights,

which is looking into the national

implications of the King case.

Four Los Angeles police officers

have been indicted on state charg-

es for taking part in the King
beating.

House Government Operations

Committee Chairman John Con-
yers Jr. (D-Mich.), who put pres-

sure on the Justice Department to

launch the inquiry, said it is time

for President Bush to denounce the

Los Angeles officers who took part

in the assault.

“Sad to say, the chief executive
.of this land, who wasted ho time in

branding the evils of a despot in a
faraway land, has yet to utter a
single word condemning the evils

of a police force that to many
Americans is engaged in brutal

tactics disturbingly similar to those
of an occupation force,” said Con-
yers.

Conyers said the General Ac-
counting Office, a congressional

watchdog agency, will conduct its

own investigation of brutality

complaints, partly because he
views the Justice Department as

a “reluctant partner” in the
campaign against police mis-
conduct in Los Angeles and else-

where.

. Paul L. Hoffman, legal director

. of
.
the ACLU Foundation of

' Southern California, testified at the
hearing that police brutality has

. become “part of the fabric of our
daily lives, especially the lives of

the African-Americans and Lati-

nos in Los Angeles.”

Many people, Hoffman said, fear

that the federal investigation will

be “a whitewash, given the histori-

cal invisibility and ineffectiveness

of the Justice Department's efforts

in this area.”

None of his colleagues in the
civil rights field can recall a single

instance of federal prosecution of a
law enforcement officer in Los
Angeles for violating anyone's civil

rights, Hoffman said.

^Tn Los Angeles, even the pay-
lment of more than $10 mil-

lion in police abuse judgments in

1990 alone . . . has had no percep-
tible impact on these problems,”
Hoffman said.
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severe _
-eminent's ability to deal \rith v7o.
lations of civil rights by law en-
forcement officers, including
vaguely worded statutes dating

,
to Civil War days and the reluc-

& tance of juries to convict in such
* cases.

“We are not the ‘front line'

troops in combatting instances of

police abuse,” he said, saying that
the Justice Department is merely a
backstop” for a police depart-

• ment'

s internal discipline and state
or local prosecutors.

But Dunne acknowledged that

.

the department received 7,960
complaints of police brutality and

' conducted 3,050 investigations
f while seeking indictments in only

46 cases last year.
Repi Maxine Waters (D-Los An-

-geles) said Mayor Tom Bradley
•and the Los Angeles City Council

,

claim that they do not have the
power to oust Police Chief Daryl F.
-Gates.

“You appear to have a Police .

Department that answers to no
one,” Waters said. “What is
the responsibility of .the Justice
Department, where police are
in charge and people are ;

getting killed, maimed and beat- '

en?”

Hoffman told lawmakers that
the attack on King is not an

f

aberration, as Gates has insisted,
but part of a familiar pattern of
P°lice behavior in Los Angeles.

What appears on the videotape
is an accurate, uncompromising
vision of a Police Department at
war with its own community,”

FlFBI/DOJ
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Inexperience

of officers cited

in King beating
By Jaxon Van Derbeken
Daily News Staff Writer

At least 10 of the LAPD officers at the

scene of the Rodney Glen King beating —
including two offour who have been indicted

— had less than four years experience on the

force, officials said Wednesday.
Chief Daryl F. Gates acknowledged at a

hearing before the City Council that the King

case is an example of the type ofbreakdowns

.that can occur because the department has a

large number of inexperienced officers.

Officials said 2, 1 97 of the Los Angeles Po-

lice Department’s 5,774 patrol officers— 38

percent — have three years or less experi-

ence, and rookie officers are often trained in

the field by officers with little more experi-

ence.

Gates told the council that he has ordered

a “brick by brick” review of the

department’s training procedures

to determine whether officers

have been properly instructed to

use force only when necessary.

“In that kind of rapid increase

. in personnel, we’re going to have
failures and we certainly have
had a failure in this instance,”

Gates said. '

- “Even though I think our train-

ing is the best we could possibly

have, I’ve ordered up a complete

examination of our training;

brick by brick, in the area of use

of force;” he said.

“We’ve had a problem with

having enough training officers

to provide the direction (to rook-

ies) while they are in the field,”

Gates said.

LAPD officials said the depart--

ment hired 991 new police offi-

cers last year as part of its effort

to rebuild the ranks after a large

number of retirements and trans-

fers to other departments.

Virtually all ofnew officers are

assigned to patrol duty, officials

said.
;

“Virtually every car in the

street has a (rookie) probationary

officer working in it these days,”

said Capt. Dan Watson ofthe de-

partment’s Planning and Re-
search Division.

Of the 21 LAPD officers who
were at the scene of King’s beat-

ing on March 3, at least 10 have

Jess than four years experience—
including Laurence Powell and
Timothy Wind, who are among
the four officers indicted in the

case.
“

Wind was a rookie who was
hired last year and had not yet

completed his probationary year

oftraining, records show.

Powell, who was hired in June

1987, had not qualified as a per-

manent training officer but was
assigned to train Wind under an
emergency expansion of LAPD
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training ranks that was approved

by the City Council in July

1990.

To counter a shortage of expe-

rienced training officers to pair

with rookies, the plan elevated

about 600 patrol officers to the

role of temporary field training -

officers.

Each ofthe temporary training

officers had to pass the same
written and oral tests that perma-

-

nent training officers face, and
they were given the same 5.5 per-

;

cent pay hike that goes with the

expanded duty.

But the emergency order re-

quired that they revert to them
former rank of patrol officer aftp

completing the training of rook-

ies assigned to them. At least fid

temporary training officers^

still in the field, officials sair* J

LAPD critics said the &
ment’s rapid expansion ha/

^

ed a patrol force that is IF? *

trained and not expen^
enough to handle quick

FBI / DOJ



in a crisis. \ “When you grow, you’re going

“They have had a failure in * to have growing pains,” he said."

training,” Jerome H. Skolnick, a . • “We had our own form ofbaby
law professor at the University of boom,” Kroeker said. “There
California, Berkeley. were concerns about training'

“It’s not the fault ofthe new of-, needs, but we’re confident inthe

ficers,” Skolnick said. “It’s the our training system, we had the'

fault of superior officers and the
. ability to cope with the suige.”

values that are communicated by .George Aliano, president of
the leadership of the depart- theU)s Angeles Police Protective

ment.” League, said the training problem
Deputy Chief Mark Kroeker, could be eased if the department

the new commander of LAPD’s provided more incentives to keep

Valley Division who oversaw the officers from leaving patrol duty

expansion as head of personnel — which is the lowest paying,

and training, acknowledged least prestigious job on the force,

problems from the rapid hiring of . j “We need to keep people with _

so many new officers.
; knowledge there,” Aliano said.

“Inexperienced officers >. “The only way to do that is to
scared to death,” Kroeker said, provide incentives — not only
“They are all on probation. They monetary, but recognition. Let-
are very concerned about their ' ting people know that it’s impor-

.

jobs.”
.

. .
r* * tant, so they will say ‘I’m not a

Kroeker said the training of x failure to stay here.’
”

rookie officers “is something we — ,

—

need to look at,” but added that
, j)aHy jqem staff Writer Pa-,

the problem was not insurmount- trickMcGreevy contributed to this •

able. ^ story. ** '
*

‘
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Council warned thatfailure to

support department will damage

forceBy Patrick McGreevy
and John Poiich

: Duly News Staff Writers

In a sometimes angry exchange
^yith City Council members, Po-
lice Chief Daryl F. Grates defend-
ed his department against brutal-
ity charges Wednesday and said
officials should support his offi-

- cers or face a weakened police
force.

In his first appearance before
the council since the beating of
Rodney Glen King by police offi-
cers in Lake View Terrace on
March 3, Gates promised to re-
view his department’s operations
but said that mounting criticism
threatens to destroy officer mo-
rale.

“This chief of police, one of
these days, will leave this depart-
ment/* Gates said, drawing
cheers from critics in the audi-
ence although he gave no indica-
tion he would give in to calls for
resignation.

“But ifyou let this department
down, if you don’t speak out on
behalf of the men and women of .

the Los Angeles Police Depart-
ment who serve this city well —
ifyou don’t do that at this crucial
moment in our history, then I’m
going to tell you, you’re going to
have a Police Department that is

l *ot going to be the kind of de-
partment you want, the kind of
department that people expect.”

Gates’ remark drew a sharp
response from Councilman Mi-

r chael Woo.

(Indicate page, name of

newspaper, city and state.)
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“I want to know, did you mean
! that as a threat?” Woo demand-

ed. “In other words, if I or other

members ofthe council are going

to be criticizing you or the de-

partment, are you saying that you
will withhold support of these

neighborhood or street services

to fight crime in our districts?”

Gates angrily denied making
threats.

“That is the most insulting

thing I have heard on this council

floor in all of the time I’ve been

. here and I’ve been here a lot

longer than you’ve been alive,” -

Gates said. “Absolutely not. This
is a professional organization.

What do you think we are?”

Woo said he was satisfied, that

the chief was not threatening the

council.

Later Wednesday, a handful of
Gates supporters clashed verbally

; with scores of critics at a conten-

tious meeting of the city Police

Commission, which held a sec- -

ond public hearing on the King
incident that focused on charges

of racism and brutality in the de-

partment
King, 23, is black and was

_ beaten by white officers after a
traffic stop. Some of the officers

involved made racists transmis-

sions on the police communica-
tions system before the incident.

. Police Commission members
said that they will focus their in-

vestigation on police brutality

complaints and lawsuits filed

against the department during
the past five years.

Because the incident took
place in the San Fernando Valley,

commissioners said they will re-

view the ethnic makeup of the

Valley force and complaints in-

volving police officers in the Val-

ley, and at the Foothill Division

station in particular.

Mayor Tom Bradley, who ar-

rived back in Los Angeles on
Wednesday evening after a trip

to Hawaii as part of a delegation

that won National Football
League agreement to stage the

1993 Super Bowl in Los Angeles,

repeated his view that Gates
would aid the “healing process”

by stepping down.
“I did not and I have not yet

called for the chief to resign,”

,
Bradley told reporters at.Los An-
geles International Airport. “I am
saying that the only way we can

start this healing process is for

him to remove himself.”

Four officers have been indict-

ed by the Los Angeles County
id jury in connection with the

/beating ofKing, who was clubbed
/and kicked after being stopped
for speeding. The incident
.prompted a nationwide furor

* over police brutality because the

beating was dramatically record-

ed by a witness with a home vi-

deo camera.

lA-llWSPAt?3f



Outrage over the incident esca-

lated with the disclosure Monday
that some ofthe officers involved

made racist comments on a po-

lice communications system be-

.
forehand. On Tuesday, Bradley

-called for an investigation of rac-

ism at all levels of the Police De-
partment. Civil rights leaders are

demanding Gates’ resignation.

Appearing before the council

Wednesday, Gates said he would
conduct a “brick by brick” re-

view of his department and pro-

posed that an independent panel

ofjudges also look at the opera-

. tions. He said he hopes the re-

> view and reforms will help re-

• store die department’s standing.

“I’m hopeful that will get

through all the rhetoric. I think

that has to come out before we
can begin to restore the reputa-

• tion of the department,” Gates
said

. “This incident has shocked us

all,” Gates said. “It has certainly

shocked me and it has shocked
the members of the Los Angeles

* Police Department. There is a

deep morale problem because

4
they know they are good.”

Many City Council members
remained critical of the depart-

: meat’s handling of police brutali-

' ty allegations, including the King
*. beating. .

Council members said they
' were concerned that police offi-

- cers made racist comments over
- the police communications net-

work on the night of the King in-

cident. They also expressed con-

cem over charges that officers

, apparently wrote false reports

that minimized the injuries suf-

fered by King and claimed he re-

sisted arrest.

* Woo and other council critics

stopped short afterward ofcalling

for Gates to resign.

“I’m not prepared to call for

the chief of police to quit,” Woo
said.

#

Councilman Zev Yaroslavsky
said he wants to see Gates clean,

up the department.

“I’d like to see him follow
through on that,” Yaroslavsky
said. “I’m not going to join a
lynch mob.”

.

Yaroslavsky also asked Gates
when he first learned of police

communications that indicated

racism was a factor.

Gates said he received tapes of

the controversial radio calls ap-

proximately a week after the
March 3 incident and immedi-
ately made the contents of the

tapes known to the mayor and
Police Commission.
“We did not hide that informa-

tion,” Gates said. “It came out of
the Police Department.”
Councilman Hal Bernson

called for an end to verbal attacks

on the Police Department.
“I don’t think we’re gaining

anything as a community by con-

tinuing to beat up on the depart-

ment,” .said Bernson.

Gates told a crowd of reporters

-and protesters as he left the hear-

ing that he would not quit

“I’m not going 'anywhere”
Gates said.

The City Council asked Gates

T to appear and answer questions ..

Wednesday on a $265,000 claim

by John Jenkins, who claimed he

was pulled from his car and beat-

en by police officers during a riot

“in 1985.

Council members said they

were concerned that the Police

.Department failed to discipline

any of the six police officers in-

volved and agreed to pay the

claim.

Gates said the lawsuit names
six officers of the 30 who were in

the area of the incident and that

all six officers denied involve-

ment in beating Jenkins. He said

a nine-month LAPD investiga-

tion did not identify the officers

who were responsible.

At the Police Commission
hearing later Wednesday, Ra-
mona Ripston, executive director

of the American Civil Liberties

• Union of Southern California,

said the ACLU had received

more than 10,000 letters from
: Los Angeles residents, all ofthem
critical of Gates’ leadership.

- ‘The mail is still pouring in,”

-Ripston said.

Gates remained expressionless

through most of the hearing,

looking down occasionally to

take notes. He managed a half-

smile only once, when a group of
supporters broke into chants of

_ “Hey, hey, Gates must stay.”

The pro-Gates chanters were
quickly drowned out by boos and
shouts from the chiefs foes.

In other developments
Wednesday:

8 Gates announced the ap-
pointment of Capt. Jan Carlson

to replace Capt. Maurice Moore
as commander of the depart-

ment’s Internal Affairs Division,

which investigates police miscon-

duct cases. Lt. Dave Smith said

the change on March 1 1 was part

of a routine shifting of com-
manders and “has nothing to do
with” the King incident.

The American Jewish Con-
gressjoined the list ofgroups call-

ing for Gates’ resignation. ;

Leaders of the Black Com-
munity Forum, a group that had
met regularly with Gates and
other police officials during the

past two years, said they had per-

manently suspended meetings
with Gates because of the King
incident. John W. Mack, presi-

dent of the Los Angeles Urban
League, said the group may still

meet with LAPD officials, but.

claimed that personal discussions

with Gates would be “counter-
productive and useless.”

Daily'News Staff Writer Dawn

'

Webber contributed to this story.- :
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Police Chief Oaryl F. Gates, left, waits to address the City
^£Hncil on Wednesday while a protester holds *up a sign de-

* ‘ - .
Kim Kulish/Daily News

mandmg his ouster. Police Lt. Gabe Ornelas is at center. Gates
urged the council to support the Police Department.

/ ^

• PoBce Chief Daryl F. Gates pauses during*

the hearing before the City Council.



pdicate page, name of

newspaper, city and state.]

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

PERSPECTIVES ON POLICE

LAPD: Confident in

Brutality

The independence that

salvaged the department

from corruption now
causes its troubles. The
cure is accountability.

By JAMES FYFE
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olice chiefs know that brutality is

.

an occupational risk of the profes-
sion because they cannot abso-

lutely control their officers' behavior/
To prevent brutality, the best chiefs

avoid any signal that it is excusable or
that any group of people is a legitimate
target of excessive police force. ^

When brutality is alleged, good
chiefs investigate thoroughly
and objectively. When brutality

is found, examples are made of
those who committed it, those
who failed to stop it and those
who covered it up. If brutality

exists at all in well-run depart-
ments, it is the deep, dark secret
of outlaw officers.

There is no secretiveness in

the Rodney G. King videotape or
in the half-joking computer con-
versations that followed it. In-
stead, we see officers who had to

be confident that their col-
leagues would remain silent and
that their department would re-
ject any citizen's account of their Daryl

conduct. Their great confidence
is evidence that this brutality was no
aberration. The aberration memorial-
ized on this tape is the Los Angeles
Police Department itself.

The department's rise to and fall from
a position of great respect are not
without precedent. When J. Edgar Hoo-
ver took command of the Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation in 1924, it was a
corrupt, politicized agency staffed by
incompetents and hacks. Hoover re-
formed the bureau by finding ways to
insulate it—and himself—from electoral

politics. He then hired fine young men,
trained and equipped them well, made

them answerable only to him, and, with
5

great success, unleashed.them on ban-
dits and Nazi saboteurs'. He took great

1 pains to see that his agency and its men
- were portrayed favorably in both the
- entertainment and news media.

Eventually, the FBI ran into trouble.

^ In the name of national security and
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Daryl Gates defends his officers at LAPD luncheon.

tough law enforcement, pat-

terns of abuse—illegal sur-

veillance and intelligence

files, improper provocations,

entrapment, even burglar-

ies—entered the bureau's
‘repertoire. Over 40 years, the

political insulation and inde-

pendence that had been so

important in allowing the
fledgling FBI to get its feet off

the ground had allowed Hoover and the

bureau to rise above all accountability.

Reform was necessary, and it oc-

curred. No FBI head since Hoover has

been . director-for-life. The bureau's

personnel and administrative practices

have been closely examined, and the

people who run it no longer enjoy the
power to make sure that agents follow
the company line unquestioningly. Ac-
countability has replaced arbitrariness,
and we all—including the bureau and its

agents—are better off.

The LAPD's development follows this

,

scenario by about 25 years. In 1950,
. William Parker was named its chief on
. his condition that he enjoy autonomy
from the City Hall that had corrupted
the department. Given this independ-

.
ence (and despite the great animosity
between Hoover and himself), Parker

|
made the department an outstanding
law-enforcement agency, closely mod-
eled on the FBI. The LAPD's great
autonomy and Joe Friday image were
necessary then, but they have' long
outlived their usefulness. Like Hoover’s
FBI, the Los Angeles Police Department
must now be brought in line with
democratic principles.



The King tape is not the first display

of the department’s freedom from ac-

countability. The LAPD's ferocious and
deadly 1975 confrontation with the

Symbionese Liberation Army is still a
subject of amazement among police in

other, more restrained, places. During
one five-year stretch, twice as many
Angelenos died after suffering police

chokeholds as in the 20 other largest

‘American cities combined. Without giv-

ing any advance warning to potential

victims, officers of the LAPD’s elite

Special Investigations Section have
watched suspects commit burglaries and
armed robberies that police knew were
going to occur, so that they could

confront suspects afterwards, often with
bloody results.

And in a state where the mere
possession of nunchukas—a le-

thal martial-arts device—is a

felony comparable to possession

of a switchblade knife, the de-

partment is embroiled in a law-

suit charging that officers un-
constitutionally used this thug’s

weapon against peaceful anti-

abortion demonstrators.

In short, for encouraging and
tolerating brutality and exces-

sive force, the LAPD has for

several years been the outlaw
among big American police de-

partments. In providing Bill
' Parker with the authority he
needed to straighten out a badly

' bent police agency, Los Angeles’
' city fathers insulated it from any

accountability to elected officials or the

public. In essence, for more than 40

years, the chief of police has been
answerable to nobody. Some of his

officers have learned that they need not
. worry about anybody’s judgment .but

his. The record shows that this chief’s

judgments often have been indefensible.
*

The Los Angeles Police Department
prides itself on its military organization,

discipline and appearance. But as Gen.

MacArthur discovered, even our great-

est soldiers are accountable to elected

officials. The city government must now
find ways of making the police depart-

ment and its chief accountable: In our

system of justice, only the nine members
of the Supreme Court should have no

. boss.

James J. Fyfe is a professor of justice at

American University in Washington, and
a formerNew York City police lieutenant.
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King Case

May Affect

Raid Trial

39th and Dalton:

Attorneys on both sides

ofLAPD vandalism case

worry that videotaped

beating will make jury

selection more difficult.

By SCOTT HARRIS
TIMES STAFF WRITER

The controversy surrounding

the videotaped police beating of

motorist Rodney G. King has cast

its huge shadow on jury selection

in the criminal vandalism trial of

four Los Angeles police officers

implicated in an August, 1988,

raid that left four apartments at

39th and Dalton streets a sham-
bles.

. After first weeding out citizens

who, for whatever reasons, will

not be able to serve in a trial

expected to last a little longer

than the Persian Gulf War, Los
Angeles Municipal Judge Larry

Paul Fidler will ask prospective

jurors to answer a questionnaire

that includes such queries as:

• “Have you ever witnessed

police activity which caused you
to question the propriety of the

actions of any police officer?"

• “Do you have any strong

opinions, one way or the other,

about the Los Angeles Police De-

partment, or about the way its

members accomplish their duties?"

Defense attorneys and prosecu-

tors said Wednesday, as jury selec-

tion began, that they are wary that

.the frequent broadcast of the ama-
teur videotape showing the King
beating by Los Angeles officers

will hinder the ability to impanel

an impartial jury.

“The King case is totally irrele-

vant to what happens here, or what
happened at 39th and Dalton al-

most three years ago,” said Deputy

bist. Atty. Christopher Darden.

“We certainly don’t want any ju-

rors who are prejudiced against

officers simply because they be-

long to the LAPD."
“It's a bad, bad time for trying to

get an impartial jury in a police

case," said Paul de Pasquale, de-

fense attorney for Officer Charles

A. Wilson.

In addition to the questionnaire,

potential jurors are likely to face

direct questions regarding the

King case as the jury selection

continues next week, De Pasquale

said.

Fidler on Monday denied a de-

fense request to delay the trial for

two months to let the King contro-

versy blow over, saying close

questioning of jurors could produce

an impartial jury.

In addition to Wilson, the de-

fendants accused of wrecking two

duplexes in the 3900 block of

Dalton Street during a large-scale

-police narcotics raid on Aug. 1,

1988, include police Capt Thomas
D. Elfmont, the former commander
of the Southwest Division; Sgt.

Charles Spicer and Officer Todd
Parrick. The charges include mis-

demeanor vandalism and conspira-

cy.

Barry Levin, defense attorney

for Elfmont, said the King case

could prompt “jurors to potentially

lash out at a particular case of

police abuse and organizational

mismanagement"
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Levin likened the charges
against Elfmont to the clamor for

Police Chief Daryl F. Gates to

resign. In both cases, the lawyer

said, “They're trying to make him
[the commander] responsible for

everything his officers do."

The 39th and Dalton case led to

internal disciplinary actions

against dozens of the 80 officers

involved in the raid. Before the

King beating, it had been the

Police Department’s most notori-

ous abuse case in recent years.

According to prosecutors, Spicer

and patrol officers were working
under Elfmont’s orders when they

descended on the homes targeted

as sites for gang and narcotics

activity and caused widespread

— I j

FBI/DOJ



damage to the property. Parrick

used an ax and Wilson & homemade
battering ram to destroy doors,

walls and windows, according to

police Internal Affairs Division re-

ports. Investigators catalogued 127

acts of vandalism, down to the

smashing of a piggy bank.
j

Officers had search warrants and
ostensibly were looking for drugs.

The raid resulted in the seizure of

one rifle, 18.6 grams of rock co-

caine and about five ounces of

marijuana. Two teen-agers were
ultimately charged with narcotics

possession.

Further controversy was
sparked by reports that a police

sergeant was working as a defense

investigator in the case. After

Mayor Tom Bradley eventually

asked the Police Commission to

probe those allegations. Chief

Gates called Bradley's request

“dumb.”
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Gates orders total

reviewof police

training methods
From Press-Telegram wire services

’ LOS ANGELES — Police

Chief Daryl F. Gates said

Wednesday that he has ordered a

"brick by — -•™*n

brick” review

of police train-

ing procedures

in the wake of

the videotaped

beating of a

black motorist

by white police

officers on
March 3.

Gates

I

Gates, who is facing growing

calls for his resignation, said the

Police Department would com-

pare the results of the review

with records of all police brutali-

ty complaints in recent years to

see if there were any patterns.

And Gates said he had ordered

the department’s psychologists to

interview or reinterview all offi-

cers involved, in recent cases of
*

At the council meeting, Gates

continued to defend the depart-

ment against accusations of insti-

tutional racism and brutality,

but acknowledged there had
been failures in the department’s

command structure.

He said the department also

may have encountered some
problems because of the relative

inexperience of many officers. He
said 38 percent of field officers

and 36 percent of sergeants have

been with the department for

three years or less.

"We’re going to have failures,

and we certainly had a failure in

this instance,” he said.

The American Civil Liberties

Union dropped off 10,000 letters

at the meeting calling for Gates’

resignation, one of which sug-

gested that the Police Depart-

ment change its motto from "To

Protect and Serve” to "To Pursue

and Slay
”

excessive use of force, including

the four officers indicted last

week in the beating of the motor-

ist, Rodney King.

On Wednesday, Justice

Department officials said, they
j

would begin a separate review of

federal civil lawsuits filed in the .

same period accusing Los

Angeles officers of brutality.

John Dunne, assistant attor- -

ney general in charge of the*Jus- «

tice Department’s Civil.Rights

Division, who announced the

additional review, said there
.

were about 100 such cases. A

The separate reviews by the

Los Angeles* Police Department

are the first .ordered by. Gates

since the beating. The reviews

were outlined in a memo sent by

Gates to the city’s Police Com-

mission last week and were dis-

closed publicly by the chief on

Wednesday at a meeting of the

Los Angeles City Council.

*
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ChiefGates Should Do the

Right Thing

4X*T Thy doesn't he just go?” my
\\f friend from out of town

asked, fixing me with a
look at once puzzled and provocative.

Ah, Daryl Gates, I thought, again
. . . still.

“Well,” I said, “in the end, I

suppose it really is a question of

'.principle”

. That, of course, is precisely the
^problem. On questions of principle,

;
the distinction between stubbornness

.
and steadfastness is crucial. One gives

i rise to willful self-assertion, the other

to responsibility. And it is the confu-

sion between the two that lies at the

heart of the crisis Gates continues to

inflict on Los Angeles.

What began as a wave of popular

revulsion against a single incident of

horrifying official violence has be-

come a flood of rage and suspicion.

These forces were not set in motion
by politicians or the media, but by the

facts. And, unless he really believes

he can discharge his duties in
_
a

vacuum exhausted of those facts, it is

. time for Gates to accept the honorable

retirement to which his long service
entitles him. —
As they have emerged over the last

week, several of those facts are
particularly significant: Shortly be-
fore Rodney King, a black man, was
brutally assaulted by officers of the
Los Angeles Police Department,
overtly racist messages were ex-
changed via computer between the
squad car assigned to Laurence M.
Powell and Timothy Wind, two of the
policemen indicted for their part in

the incident, and officers in anoth-
er car.

The message Sent from the Pow-
ell and Wind car described a dis-
pute between members of an Afri-
can-American family as something
‘.‘right out of ‘Gorillas in the Mist'

”

' The occupants of the other car
responded, “HaHaHaHa. Let me
guess who be the parties.”

. After King was beaten, messages
Sent from Powell and Wind's car
joked about the incident and, in one
instance, said, “I haven't beaten
anybody this bad in a long time.”
The officers responding said, “I
thought you agreed to chill out for
awhile. . .

.”

\* It is more than significant that
peither Powell nor Wind ever has
been disciplined for excessive use
of force.

L Stacey C. Koon, the sergeant
who shot King with an electric dart
gun, also exchanged lighthearted
messages with whoever was man-
ning the watch commander's desk
at Foothill Division. That officer

sarcastically referred to King as a
“lizard.”

'Date: LOS ANGELES TIMES
EditionFRI., MAR 22, 1991

VIEW SECTION, PAGE 1

TitGHIEF GATES SHOULD DO THE
RIGHT THING

Character:

or CIVIL RIGHTS
Ctessffic$onL 3 3B
Submitting Office:

LOS ANGELES
indexing:

SEARCHED INDEXED

SFRfAl I 7FH FILED

MAR 26 1991

FBI — LOS ANGELES f

r ,2a.

.Koon, too, has been indicted for
his part in the affair and for his

ham-fisted attempt to cover up his
and his fellow officers' misconduct.
The picture suggested by these

messages is far different from the
one Gates painted when he first

called the attack on King an “aber-
ration.” The officers who spoke in
this fashion had no fear of express-
ing the most primitive and offen-
sive racial epithets over an open,
recorded channel of official com-
munication.

Similarly, the men who brutal-
ized King apparently had no com-
punction about committing their
atrocity in the presence of more
than 20 uniformed witnesses.
Those who subsequently filed false

reports concerning the incident
obviously had no anxiety that any
of those witnesses would contra-
dict their lies.

People who behave in this heed-
less way are not acting out an
aberration, but what is—for them,
at least—business as usual.

I had an inkling of this recently,
during a conversation in which I

asked an LAPD officer how often
he heard other officers express
.racial slurs.' “Well,” he said, “you
hear sort of racial jokes and stuff
all the time. But it's hard to tell

what it really means. It's like, you
Icnow, calling Baldwin Hills ‘the
jungle,' like a lot of guys do.” *



Baldwin Hills is an expensive

neighborhood of stylish homes,
where many of Los Angeles’ Afri-

can-American professionals live. I

asked the officer, why the nick-

name?
“If .you ask for the record, it’s

because there are a lot of trees and
shrubs up there. It’s real green. If

you’re asking off the record, it’s

because that’s where the jungle

-bunnies live.”

Clearly, the verbal affronts :to

Rodney King’s human dignity
committed by uniformed officers of

the LAPD were not aberrations.

Neither, as "the record demon-
strates, was the violence he suf-

fered. Last year, the Los Angeles
City Council approved nearly $11

million in settlements growing out

of more than a dozen cases ofpolice

misconduct. * .

A dozen such incidents do not

comprise an aberration, but a pat-

tern—a systemic failure to root out

racist police officers and to- deal in

a decent, evenhanded manner with

all this city’s people.

When an institution fails in this

way over a prolonged period of

time, those who have its conduct in

their charge cannot escape respon-

sibility. The standards—the princi-

ples, if you will—that apply are not

those appropriate to a private indi-

vidual or even to a minor civil

servant, but to a public official.

In parliamentary systems, this is

called “ministerial responsibility.”

It recognizes the fact that when an
institution itself fails, it is irrele-

vant whether the individual at the

top is personally culpable. All that

really matters is that they had the

responsibility.

As a committed, indeed princi-

pled, social and political conserva-

tive, Daryl Gates frequently has

spoken on behalf of those well-

tested ideas that are at that philos-

ophy’s core. Among them are the

notion that a mature liberty fulfills

itself in the assumption of commu-
nal responsibilities, as well as the

assertion of individual rights. This

is the ethic of service to the

common good of which the chief

has so often spoken.
' Given Gates’ personal strength,

the relative weakness of the Brad-

ley administration in its waning
days and the shambling timidity of

the City Council, “this chief,” as he
calls himself, probably can hold on

to his job for some time to come.

But to do so, he will have to

watch—if not encourage—the bit-

• ter polarization of the city along
; racial lines. A stubborn man might
*do that; a principled one surely

would not.
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President says tape

‘made me sick’

Refuses to callfor Gates’ ouster
By Rick Orlov

and John Rofe
* Daily News Staff Writers

|
. President Bush said Thursday

rthat the videotaped beating of

[ Rodney Glen King by Los An-
tgeles police “made me sick,”

jbut refused to say whether Po-
i lice Chief Daryl -F. Gates should

^resign over the March 3 inci-

dent.
Gates has in many ways been

l“an exemplary police chief . .

.

Entitled to a credible hearing,”

'Bush told reporters in Washing--

.ton, D.C., before a meeting with
Attorney General Dick Thorn-
burgh over the Justice Depart-
ment’s investigation into police

brutality. ? •

“It was sickening to see the
.beating that was .rendered and
there’s no way in my view to ex-

plain that away,” Bush said, in

his first comment on the inci-

dent. “It was outrageous.”

In Los Angeles, Gov. Pete
Wilson expressed similar views,

saying he was appalled at the

j

videotape showing Los Angeles
1 police officers kicking -and beat-
ing King with nightsticks ' fol-
lowing a traffic stop in Lake
View Terrace.

1

“There is no excuse for what
* we saw on the videotape,” said
Wilson. “What we saw was un-

.

justified crueliy and brutality and
there’s no place for that.”

But Wilson said he would
stand by Gates because he didn’t

think “it was leadership to join a
lynch mob.”

. The governor said Gates, who
campaigned actively for Bush

* and Wilson in their elections, has
built a police department that has

.

a reputation as one of the finest

in the nation.

“There are some people trying
- to make him a scapegoat,” Wil-
son said.

But Mayor Tom Bradley —
who has said that Gates’ retire-

ment wouldjaid the “healing pro-

cess” — said he didn’t believe

'
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the governor was aware of the
strong feelings in Los Angeles
about the issue.

“He’s not privy to the same in-

formation we are (privy to) in
Los Angeles,” Bradley said.
“He’s not hearing the kind of de-
mandsTm hearing.”

.Bradley has called for an in-

vestigation of racism in the de-
partment following disclosures
that some ofthe officers involved
in the beating made racist com-
ments bn the police communica-
tions system before the beating.

King is black, and a police ser-

geant and thi^e officers indicted

on felony charges in the beating

\ I

** ||||^



There is no excusefor what we saw
on the videotape. What we saw was
unjustified cruelty and brutality and

there’s no. placefor that.
”

— Gov. Pete Wilson

are white.

Coming to Gates’ defense, Los
Angeles City' Councilman Hal
Bemson accused Bradley of lead-
ing a behind-the-scenes campaign
to oust Gates.

Bemson, a longtime supporter
of Gates and candidate for re-

election in the west San Fernan-
do Valley, said Bradley should
take a firm position rather than

*

appearing to stay out of the is-

sue.

“The mayor’s been pussy-foot-

ing around, trying to hide behind
other people who are calling for

the chiefto resign,” Bemson said.

“He (Bradley) should come out
and say what he really thinks.”

Bradley has denied orchestrat-

ing the campaign against Gates.

.“I’ve been accused of that be-

fore, without anything to support
that speculation,” he said in an
interview.

"At a meeting with Banning
High School students, the mayor
spoke about the racism he experi-

enced when he was.a police offi-

cer.

“Blacks could not ride in the
car with the whites,’’"Bradley
said. “Obviously, ifthose officers

-could not ride in the, car and
-work together, they weren’t going
to have any respect for the blacks
-they would run into in the
streets.”' - :

But Bradley.said all tliat is be-
hind him. ,

“The minute I left the depart-

ment, that was behind me,”
Bradley said. “There is a*

T

far dif-

UIHll 1X1iciciu uepanmenx ioaay
I960.”'

Meanwhile, a new group call-

ing itself Citizens in Support of
the Chief of Police (CISCOP) an-
nounced plans to hold a rally
Sunday at the Police Academy in
support of Gates.

Peggy Rowe Estrada, the for-

mer wife of actor Erik Estrada,
said she came up with the idea
of forming the organization to
support Gates.

“We share the public outrage
with the officers who participat-

ed and ofthose who stood by and
watched,” ' Estrada said.

‘

“While
CISCOP. is shocked by the vio-

lence we witnessed during the
videotape, we strongly reject the

*

• call for Chief Gates to step down.
In our rush for quick justice in

this case, 'we must not make
Daryl Gates the scapegoat.”

.*

Daily News Staff Writers John
Polich andPatrickMcGreevyfon-
tributed ib this story. ?v
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'Taunts

followed

beating
Grandjury transcript

details officers’ boasts

By Dawn Webber
Daily News Staff Writer

*

Police officers who arrested
’ Rodney Glen King on March 3
’ later taunted him,at the hospital,

boasting that they “played a little

hardball” and “hit quite a few

; home runs” while beating him
« with their batons, witnesses tpld^

the grand jury.

Other witnesses said King was
. slow in responding to commands
and struggled briefly with police,

-
- but laid down’ passively and ab-

: sorbed the blows after officers be-

gan beating him, according to a

/ transcript of the grand jury hear-

ing reviewed by die Daily News.
Witness testimony contained

i . in the transcript provides new de-

F ..tails of King’s actions on the

, : night of his arrest, the extensive

s ’use of force by officers in re-

sponse, and their attempts later

- to downplay the incident.

As a result of that testimony/

four officers from the Los An-
geles Police Department were in-

dicted last week in connection

i
- with the beating of King —

- which was captured on videotape

by an amateur photographer.

;
Sgt. Stacey Koon and Officers

Laurence Powell, Timothy Wind,
- and Theodore Briseno are sche-

duled for arraignment today on'
" felony charges that include as-

* sault, excessive force and filing a

false police report.

Grand jury testimony about

the officers contains an incident

that occurred about 15 minutes
i before the beating, in which
r Powell made a reference to the
’ film “Gorillas in the Mist” that

LAPD officials later said was a

racial slur.

LAPD Officer Corifta G.
Smith testified that Powell made
the comment to her on the com-
puterized messaging system dur-.

irig a car-to-car conversation. She
said she did not know what
Powell meant when he likened an
earlier call to a scene “right out of
‘Gorillas in the Mist.’

”

“I don’t know what ‘Gorillas in

the Mist’ is,” she told the grand .

jury. “I have been told since then .

» . . it was a movie.” -

She denied that her response -— “HaHaHaHa ... let me guess
who be the parties” — was itself

• a racial slur.

About, 15 minutes later — at ;

12:47 a.m. — LAPD officers got

a call that the California High- .

way Patrol was in pursuit of a
Hyundai that had failed to yield. ,

Melanie Singer, a CHP officer ,

on patrol with her husband, Offi- .

cer T.J. Singer, told the grand
jury that several LAPD cars
joined in the chase— which end-

,
ed when King pulled over on
Foothill Boulevard in Lake View
Terrace.

'

“(King) appeared almost
happy and he was smiling” as he

. got out of his car, held his hands
about chest level as he had been

:

told and then put them on the
roof of his car, she said.

“He then looked up and smiled
at the helicopter and began to

‘

j
wave,” she said, “and he more or
less danced around with his feet

‘

like a pitter-patter step.” .

Five or six Los Angeles police
officers, who had drawn their
guns, told him to lie down but he

. did not do it immediately. Singer
said. .

“He was just laughing,” she
said.

- Singer said she saw King put a
hand near his buttocks, and told
him to move his hand away from

’ his body.
“At that time he -grabbed his

right buttocks and turned to me
and shook his butt in front of
me,” she said.

Singer testified that she drew
her gun and told King: “Hit the
ground. Get your face on the
ground. Spread your arms and
legs.”
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King got down on his knees.

J
Singer said she went to take King
into custody When Koon — who

' was the ranking LAPD officer at

the scene — told her, “Stand
back. We’ll handle this.”

She said she complied because
Koon “is a sergeant — he’s the

on-scene supervisor,” even
though he is from a different de-

partment.

1 At the time, King was on the

:ground as if he intended to do a

r-push-up when Powell stepped
forward and grabbed King’s left

‘ wrist and another officer grabbed
his right wrist, as if-to put hand-
cuffs on him, Singer said. She
said King jerked his arms away
-and stood up.

“They were all trying to grab

. .control of him,” she said, adding
- that five or six officers surround-

ed King, who swung his arms
i wildly and pushed them away;
. According to Singer, Koon told

i King: “Ifyou don’t stop resisting,

I’m going to shoot the . . .

r Taser.”

She said Koon then told other

r officers to “back away” and fired

- an- electric dart into King’s back.
r

* “It looked from my observa-
r-tion that he was either falling

forward, lunging forward or mov-
* ing in a direction toward the ser-

geant (after being hit),” she said.
6 ‘ She said Koon told King: “Get
f*’*down, get down, or I’H fire

-again.” V
King did not lie down so Koon

T* fired the Taser a second time,
i. Singer said. King fell to his knees
-and Powell stepped forward with
his baton and hit King in the

n bead, she testified.



“When he fell to his knees, I

believe it was Officer Powell that
came up on the right hand side of
him and struck him with his ba-
ton on the right side of his face,

she said. “It caused the skin to
split. . . . That’s one of the areas
we are not supposed to strike.”

Singer said King put both
hands over his face, and Powell
hit him in the face arid hands
about five more times.

“He just screamed and put his
'hands up” while Powell adminis-
tered “continuous blows,” Singer
said. Then, Koon yelled, “That’s
enough. That’s enough.”
'*

Singer said a second officer,
later identified as Briseno,
reached over and stopped
Powell.

* “I thought it was over,” Singer
testified, saying she went to assist

in the arrest oftwo passengers in
King’s car.

j
The beating of King resumed

;
behind her back, Singer testified.

Another witness who testified
‘ about the beating was Paul-James
Beauregard, a school police offi-

' cer from the Los Angeles Unified
School District.

.
Beauregard said he and, his

partner, Mark Diamond, were on
>

"patrol when they saw a CHP car
with flashing lights chasing a
Hyundai near Glenoaks and Van
Nuys boulevards.

He said an officer asked for
their assistance so they joined the
chase. He testified the driver
pulled over and got out but ig-

* nored orders to lie down. He said

. he overheard Koon say, “This
isn’t working.”

“I believe he directed another
- officer to step in — I believe it

was Officer Powell— to come in
with a baton,” Beauregard said.

“All I heard (Koon say was) ‘We
are going to have to do some-
thing else. This isn’t working.’

”

He testified that after Koon
fired the Taser, King seemed to
be in pain, but was not showing a
“normal reaction.”

“I saw Officer Powell come in.

- 1 saw him strike the suspect mid- _

way about two times and back
iroff” Beauregard said.

He said he did not see Powell
-hit King in the. head, and in fact

did not witness most ofwhat was
captured on videotape because

t he was assisting in the arrest of
- King’s two passengers.

“I looked over once in a while

and I would see Officer Powell
doing the same motion again, ex-
cept at one point I believe I saw
him with two hands-on the ba-
ton,” he said.

“Every time he would come in
he would take about three swings
and then back off,” Beauregard
said. He testified that he saw
Powell hit King about nine times
while King was still standing. *

“I was getting a little nervous
myself (about King),” Beaure-
gard said. “I never saw a person
being Tasered twice and struck at
least nine times without having
some more effect on that.

“Every time I did look over, he
would be like in a different spot— he was walking around, turn-
ing around. He just wouldn’t go
down on the ground.”

1 -

Beauregard testified that he
never saw King hit an officer; He
said he saw King handcuffed and
“hobbled,” or wearing a nylon,
.rope attaching his legs to the
handcuffs so he could not kick.

Powell later resumed his com-
munication with Smith via com-
puter terminal, starting the con-
versation by typing the word
“Ooops,” the transcript says.

He told her about the incident,

saying: “I haven’t beaten any-
body this bad in a long time.”
She responded: “Oh, not again.

... I thought you agreed to chill

out for a while.” '

Smith told the grand jury that

she was referring to “a prior inci-

dent that I was involved in perso-
nally with Officer Powell.”
She testified that in October

1990, she used a single baton
stroke on the kneecaps to subdue
a handcuffed suspect who was'
kicking.

“That was the only incident I

was referring to. That’s the only
incident I have been on with him.
I can’t testify to anything -else,”

Smith said.

“There are other incidents that
have happened — other uses of
force that he’s been, involved in— but I can’t testify to it; because

.1 was not there,” she said. >

“I have been there at the sta-

tion when they have had other
incidents that they have ended
up using force or been in fights,

but I wasn’t 'there, so I don’t

.

know what it’s about. That’s
what I mean,” Smith said.

King was taken to Pacifica
Hospital in Sun Valley for treat-

ment. Two nurses said that uni-

dentified LAPD officers taunted

King while he was being treated.

Nurse Carol Diane Edwards
testified that two officers brought

King in wearing handcuffs and
leather restraints on both ankles

and his right wrist.

She said King asked whether
he would be released during the

t
day because he had a baseball

game to attend. He said he
worked as an usher at Dodger
Stadium. .

*

Edwards then related a conver-

•sation-between-King and the offi-

cers: . . ^ ;

;

‘ “You are'riot going to be out of
5

here for a long time,” one officer

•said.
.

' . .
*

“We played a little baseball to-

-night, didn’t we?” he asked
King.

“What do you mean?” King re-

plied.

. “We played a little hardball to-

night and you lost,” the officer

said.
r Edwards testified that she was
'.Jasked by police whether she
^smelled alcohol on King’s breath,

and she replied that she did not.
f
!She testified that King was not a
‘problem while in her care.

^Lawrence Davis, another nurse

\at Pacifica Hospital, gave this ac-

count of a conversation between
King and the officers:

King: “Yeah, yeah. You guys
had a pretty good game. You

' played pretty good hardball to-

night.”

Officer: “We hit quite a few
home runs, didn’t we?”

King: “I think so, yeah.”

Officer: “Do you know who we
-were pliaying tonight, Rodney?”

King: “I don’t remember.”
Officer: “Oh, come on, don’t

you remember who we were play-

*ing against?”,
* * King: “Yeah, me.”

Officer: “Yeah, and you lost

fthe ballgame, didn’tyou?”
King: “Yes.”

Davis testified that he also

heard officers make racial slurs

rduring a conversation among
^themselves.

“I just heard a couple words—
it was something like, ‘This n

—

h .
.’ something or other.”

Davis testified that the officers

- told him King was dangerous—
•<a former felon-out on-parole for

armed robbery — and possibly
* under^he influence ofPCP when
* they brought him m.



Dav$ said he detected no visi-

ble signs that King had used alco-

hol or drugs. He said that King

spoke clearly and cooperated.

Dr. David D. Giannetto, who
treated King, told the grand jury

that King appeared mildly intoxi-

cated.

“Basically he just said that

they, you know, ‘Beat the hell out

of me,’ actually, ‘Beat the s— out

of me,’ is what he told me,”
Giannetto said. “He said, ‘I have

never been beaten like that.’ He
didn’t really give me any specifics

->ofthe events.”

Giannetto said King denied

shaving used drugs or alcohol but

tests showed King had a blood-

> -alcohol content of .094. He said a

drug test was negative.

Other witnesses called before

the grand jury included. LAPD
officials who identified officers at

the scene of King’s arrest and
said some of them tried to cover

up details ofthe beating.

Sgt. Robert L. Ontiveros of the

Poothill Division identified

Powell and Wind as the officer

who were shown hitting King in

the videotape. He identified Bri-

* seno as the officer who initially

stopped Powell from hitting King

but later kicked King himself.

Ontiveros testified that it was

Koon’s responsibility to “take

charge of the scene and direct the

officers” and stop any use of ex-

cessive force.

“He’s more so in charge be-

cause he’s also controlling the

.electrical charge to Mr. King’s

body,” Ontiveros said.

Officer Johnny Amott, a Yal-

ley Traffic Division watch' com-
mander who reviewed the arrest

report on King, testified that the

report — written by Powell —
said King had an agitated demea-

. nor, spoke incoherently and had

extremely rigid muscles when of-

ficers confronted him. Detective

•Taky Tzimeasof the LAPD’s In-

ternal Affairs Division testified

thai JKoon did not file a report

. on officer misconduct related to

theincident.

The grand jury transcript con-

cludes with closing arguments by
/ Deputy District Attorney Terry

^ White; the prosecutor who pre-

}
sented the case.. (Under^grand
jury rules, no defense is present-

ed.)

“After viewing that tape . .

.

everyone can come to the same
conclusion that there was excess-

ive force used,” White said.
(

Officers crossed over the line

. when Powell stepped in' and hit

King with his baton, he said.

White said officers are trained

to hit a suspect in the chest or

knees, rather than the head,

where the blow could be lethal.

“But (Powell) chose the first

blow to be a power stroke to the

man’s head — an excessive use

of force,” he said.

“Then Officer Powell took it

upon himself, after the man is

down, to strike him a number of

times,” White said. “It’s also

clear he’s using power strokes in

this situation and the man is

down.”
White said Koon and Briseno

recognized the force was becom-

ing excessive, noting that Koon
told Powell, “That’s enough,”

and Briseno reached out to pre-

* .vent Powell from taking further

swings.

“But (the beating) continues. It

continues not only with Officer

Powell, but now it’s OfficerWind
and later Theodore Briseno,”

White said. “Mr. King is not re-

sisting at all. Mr. King is trying to

get away from the blows, which

he has a right to do.”
* White told the grand jury that

despite Koon’s initial statement,

“That’s enough,” the sergeant

gave his unspoken approval as
"
the bearing continued.

. “He’s moving ihe Taser wire
out of the way,

,
facilitating the

i beating, making ii easier,” White
-said, pointing to the videotape of
* the incident.

‘ ^ ' u ft

C “(He’s) bacldrig out ofthe way,
^giving them more room. He’s
-giving implied authority to those

' subordinates to continue that
beating because he’s not stopping
it,”hesaid.

White said Koon did not men-
tion any blows to King’s head—
only “several facial cuts due to
contact with asphalt of a minor
nature.” " \ :

‘

“He would leave (the truth) out

! because in his mind, he knows
that’s excessive force,” White

s

said. “He conceals it.”

f

White- said Koon falsely re:

r ported that King was booked at

Los Angeles County/USC Medi-
cal Center — rather than the
downtown jail— because he was
under the influence ofPCP.

r “That wasn’t the reason he was
taken there. He was taken there
for medical treatment for the
beating, he had received,” White

. ;said.

Koon also did not report mis-
conduct by the officers, White

* said.

r “Koon had an obligation to
t turn in the report on the miscon-
:* duct He didn’t do it,” he said.

“Sgt. Koon intended that
Laurence Powell not be discov-
ered — that the excessive force
that he used not be discovered,”
White said. “He concealed it and

; he thought he had done a good
i job, but if it wasn’t for that video,
t

' we probably wouldn’t be here.’
”
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Beyond his desire to restore
public confidence in the Los An-
geles Police Department, Daryl F.
Gates has another incentive to ride

out the public uproar over the
Rodney G. King beating: He signed
a $300,000 deal last year for a book
that publishing experts say might
be difficult to market if he were no
longer chief.

According to interviews with
book publishers and agents, the
contract for his autobiography
would be in jeopardy if Gates
succumbed to growing demands for

his resignation.

“If he finds himself out of a job
somehow/ his book is worth noth-
ing/' said Esther Newberg, vice
president of the New York literary

agency International Creative
Management.
Gates was not available for com-

ment Thursday on his autobiogra-
phy, which is to ,be published by
Bantam Books. Co-author Steve
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Delsohn said he has finished inter-

viewing Gates but plans 'to revisit

the chief to fully explore the King
beating.

“Knowing the chief, he would .

not want to dodge or neglect

something of this kind of impor-

tance/' Delsohn said. He added: “The way I feel is the
book doesn't matter right now. What matters is [that]

the city start healing/' -

On Wednesday, Mayor Tom Bradley said “the only
way" for the Police Department to. recover from the
controversy is for Gates “to remove himself' from
office. Gates has insisted that he has no plans to retire.

A Bantam spokesman said the publisher is still in

Gates' corner.

“[The King beating] was obviously a terrible and
unfortunate incident, but it doesn't change our plans
and our commitment to Chief Gates,” Stuart Apple-
baum said. “It's not our style to back away from
somebody just because they are going through a
difficult time/'

Applebaum had said in a December interview that
Gates' memoirs, written in a first-person narrative,

would attract nationwide interest because of the
“glamour and charisma" of the Los Angeles Police

FBI/DOJ



Department. He has not changed this view in light of

the King case. , .

"We still feel that his is a powerful story with

national appeal,” Applebaum said this week. "He was

controversial before this incident. He obviously is no

less so now.”

There has been no discussion, Applebaum said,

about rushing the book into print. He said the

autobiography will be published in 1992 at the earliest.

Despite Bantam's optimism, New York literary

agent David Vigliano and others predicted that the

publisher would have to reconsider its contract if

Gates is driven from office.

“If it doesn't kill the book, it makes it very difficult

for -him to have the kind of bestseller he would have if

he were to survive the pressure and land on his feet,”

Vigliano said.

Several literary agents said that in order to sell, the

book must deal with the King incident and police

brutality—and, in fact, this episode might eventually

make for a hotter commodity. The controversy already

has generated an enormous amount of national

> publicity for Gates—almost none of it positive—but a

widely recognized name is almost a requirement for a

successful autobiography.

"I'm sure the story he had to tell is very different

\ than the story he is going to have to tell,” said West
Coast agent Frederick Hill, president of Frederick Hill

Associates. "I think a book on [the King] story is going

to be a hell of a lot more interesting than a book on his

life.”

Gates and Bantam negotiated an advance “in the

ballpark” of $300,000, police spokesman William Booth

confirmed in December. Earlier this month, Gates

reported on financial disclosure forms that he had

received $35,000 from Bantam in 1990. The 64-year-

old chief is paid a $168,000-a-year salary and will

receive an annual pension of $117,000 when he retires.

Under standard book contract language, Gates

would get future advances as he submits material to

Bantam, which would have the option of rejecting the

book at any time, according to sources in the

publishing industry. The book will cover major events

. since Gates joined the Police Department 42 years ago,

including his excellences as a field commander during

the Watts riots, Booth said.

Publishing sources agreed that the best way for

Gates to produce a bestseller will be to remain as chief

and reflect on ways he tried to turn around the

department a year later.

"In so many ways, this controversy is going to

. damage his image,” said Michael Hamilburg, a Los

Angeles literary agent. “But he could turn it into a

plus, especially if he rides it out. If people conceive of

him as a law and order guy who stands up to the world

of crime no matter what has happened . . .he is going

to be a hero like Ollie North.”
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Los Angeles police officials said

Thursday that blood and urine

samples taken after the beating of

Rodney G. King show he was
legally drunk and had traces of

marijuana in his system, adding yet

another twist to the controversial

case*

However, police officials empha-
sized -that the test results stating

that King was intoxicated in no
way warrant the violent force used

by officers in the March 3 incident.

"We're not saying this proves

Mr. King’s state was such that his

behavior was something that

would justify what the officers

did,” said Lt. Fred Nixon, one of

the department's top spokesmen.

“There is no level of alcohol that

would justify what happened to Mr.

King.”

The test results conflict with

earlier reports from physicians

who have examined King, both in

the hours after the beating and in

the days that followed The police

tests show no other illegal drugs

present in King's system,"and con-

tradict repeated statements from
many officers at the scene and
their supervisors who said King
was under the influence of PCP.

The beating, videotaped by an
amateur cameraman, has provoked

.a growing outcry and become a

_
national symbol of police brutality.

Four Los Angeles police officers

have been indicted in the incident.

“ On Thursday, President Bush
made his first lengthy comments

- on the beating. The President said

watching the tape “made me sick,”

but he also had words of support

for Los Angeles Police Chief Daryl

F. Gates, who has resisted calls to

resign.
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"In many ways he has been an exemplary police

chief,” Bush said in Washington. "I think the man's
entitled to'a credible hearing.”

Gov. Pete Wilson echoed Bush's remarks, condemn-
ing the violence he saw on the videotape but voicing
support for Gates.

“I think there are people who are seeking to make
him a scapegoat,” Wilson said at a Los Angeles
appearance. “I don't think the chief should resign, nor
should people ask for his resignation, until a case can
be made that there has been dereliction on his part.”

As Gates was receiving support from high-level
politicians, he revealed Thursday morning in a
nationally televised interview that he and his family
have been the targets of repeated death threats. While
refusing to discuss the nature of the threats, police

officials said they have increased security for both the
chief and the members of the Police Commission.

In a speech Thursday evening to the Los Angeles
chapter of the Public Relations Society of America at

the Valley Hilton, Gates reiterated that he has no
intention of resigning or retiring. But he did say that
once he*had seen the department through this crisis,

he might consider retiring.

“I'm going to remain,” he said. “I'm going to see this

through.”
Gates added that once public confidence has been

restored in the department, “then I will be satisfied

and go ahead and retire and enjoy the fruits of 42 years
of labor.”

The results ofblood and urine tests, taken from King
about five hours after the his arrest, were released by
police late Wednesday at the request of reporters,

Nixon said.

The tests showed that King's blood-alcohol level

was 0.079%, slightly below the legal limit of 0.08% at
which one is considered intoxicated under California
law. However, Nixon pointed out that because the
tests were taken five hours after his arrest, King was
above the legal limit at the moment of his arrest.

"He was well above the level at which one can
legally be presumed under the influence,” Nixon said,

adding that the tests were performed by a state-certi-

fied independent laboratory. -

FBI/DOJ



• •
Although the tests showed traces of marijuana,

Nixon said the drug could have been ingested months

ago.

Nixon said the department received the results of

the blood test on Monday and the urine test on

Tuesday.
'

According to grand jury documents reviewed by

The Times, there were contradictory conclusions

made by police, witnesses and physicians about

whether King was intoxicated at the scene.
;

Dr. Antonio Mancia, an emergency room physician

at Pacifica Hospital in Sun Valley who examined King,

said he found “no clinical evidence*' that King was

under the influence of drugs or alcohol when LAPD
officers brought him into the hospital.

Mancia, the first physician to treat King, told

investigators that the patient was “docile and cooper-

ative.”

“King did not complain or make any accusations

l against anyone regarding his injuries,” Mancia said in

the investigators* reports. “King did not act like he

was under the influence of PCP or alcohol at the time

of the examination. King did not have slurred speech.

His pupils appeared normal.”

King told investigators that he had consumed only

one beer before he was arrested by police. However,

California Highway Patrol Officer Melanie Singer, one

of the officers at the scene, described to investigators

how she first encountered King, who uses his middle

name of Glen:

1

C 6T walked over to the driver and asked him what his

JL name was and he said, ‘Glen.* I couldn’t hear him

so I leaned closer to him and smelled a strong odor of

alcohol on his breath and noticed his speech was

slurred.” . . .

She also noted that he -was smiling, laughing and
' dancing when he got out of the car after a police

pursuit that ended in Lake View Terrace. She

described his behavior as “very strange.”

The uproar over King’s arrest has placed Gates in a

position of trying to hang on to his 13-year job as head

of the Police Department in the nation’s second-larg-

: estcity.
. ,

Defending his department from allegations of rac-

ism, Gates has appeared on numerous television news
' programs. Interviewed on NBC’s “Today” show
• Thursday morning, he was asked to gauge what effect

the crisis has had on his personal life.

“Naturally it impacts on me and my family,” he said.

“We’ve been subjected to a great deal of intimidation

by those who threaten us and threaten our lives.

“But,” he reiterated, “ ... no one is going to force

me out of this office.” >

Nixon, the Police Department spokesman,- said the

department does not take threats against the chief

lightly. -

“Emotions are running particularly high nght now,

Nixon said. "Even though we feel capable of keeping

[the chief] safe, we continue to take such threats

seriously.”

Two police sources said that in recent days a number

'of new security measures have been set in place.

• Gates, who normally is seen with only one police

bodyguard, has increased his personal security detail

to two and sometimes three officers.

• Seven to eight uniformed officers were assigned

to provide security when Gates attended two rancor-

ous Police Commission meetings at Parker Center,

where many in the audience screamed for the chiefs

resignation. .

• Ten detectives on the commission s investigative

staff who normally wear business attire have come to

work in their blue uniforms and with holstered guns .

during the days of the commission meetings.

In other developments, police officials also said key

officials have been transferred from the Internal

Affairs Division, which is responsible for investigating .

police misconduct.

Cmdr. Robert Gil, the department’s chief spokes-

man, said the transfers were not linked to the King

affair. Rather, he said, they were part of a top

command staff shuffle begun with the departures

earlier this year of Assistant Chief Jesse Brewer and

Deputy Chief William Rathburn.

Gil said that Capts. Maurice Moore and J.I. Davis,

who had supervised the Internal Affairs office for

about two years, were replaced by Capts. Jan Carlson

and Gary Brennan.
, „

Assistant Chief Robert Vernon said that the Foothill

Division watch commander who was on duty at the

time of the beating—after less than a week in that

position—was transferred from the division shortly

after the incident.

New details were released Thursday on the extent of

King’s injuries. Dr. Alvin Reiter, who operated on King

last week, said that the number of facial bone fractures

he suffered in the beating is difficult to quantify

because the bones were “shattered like an eggshell.”

There is a chance King will never be able to feel

food in his mouth or move part of his face, the doctor

said. King could have continuing vision problems and

pain in his jawbone and may have some facial

disfigurement that could require further surgery.

An attorney for Bryant (Pooh) Allen, one of two

passengers in King’s car on the night of the beating,

filed a federal lawsuit Thursday claiming that police

"foster and tolerate an atmosphere of tacit and overt

{
anti-black racism.” King and the men who were in his

•car are black.

I Former Lakers basketball star Jamaal Wilkes, who

falso is black, referred to the King beating after his

attorney filed a $250,000 claim Thursday against the

city alleging mistreatment by two officers who pulled

Wilkes’ car over and handcuffed him during a traffic

stop he said was motivated by race.

"While I certainly was not beaten such as was Mr.

King, I did suffer emotional distress,” Wilkes said.

“The actions of the Police Department show a callous

attitude toward African-Americans."

Meanwhile, Kerman Maddox, a community activist

and City Council candidate in the 8th District,



attempted to officially serve Gates at Parker Center on

Thursday with notice of a recall campaign to remove

! him from office.

After a brief press conference, Maddox was stopped

at the front door of police headquarters, where Nixon

arrived to accept the. letter, promising he would
deliver it to the chief.

"Clearly the public would like the chief to step

down,” Maddox said. "Since he has refused to step

down, we want to place this squarely where it belongs,

which is before the people. This is democracy at its

finest”

The city attorney’s office later reported, however,

that the recall notice which appeared in The Times
was invalid because it was in Spanish^ A Times
spokesman said the paper had inadvertently deleted

the English version of the legal notice and would
publish it today.

Parker Center was also the site of another press

conference—organized by a newly formed pro-Gates

group, Citizens in Support of the Chief of Police. The
group announced plans for a rally backing Gates on
Sunday at the Police Academy in Elysian Park.

"We have been the silent majority,” said Peggy
Rowe Estrada, a spokeswoman for the group. "The
Police Department is a family. ... In any family, if

the parents get in trouble, they don’t put the parents in

JaU.”

About 15 people joined Estrada at the press

conference held at the entrance to Parker Center,

wearing blue ribbons showing their support for the

chief and the department. But as the press conference

drew to a close, the Gates supporters were confronted

by an equal number of protesters shouting “Gates got

to go!”

The multidenominational Council of Religious Lead-

ers called for establishment of an independent citizens

commission to "throughly but speedily” investigate

problems in the Police Department

And finally, in one of the day’s stranger develop-

ments, the Gun Owners Action Committee joined the

dump-Gates bandwagon—they are still angry at the

chief for his opposition to assault rifles.

Spokesman Mike McNulty appeared at a Hollywood

.
press conference with Cedric Innis, son of Congress of

Racial Equality founder Roy Innis, who also called for

Gates’ resignation. Innis called the police chief "arro-

gant, hostile . . . totallyinsensitive to the needs of the

community.”

Times staff writers David Lauter in Washington and Leslie

Berger, Michael Connelly, John L. Mitchell, Shari Roan,

Sheryl Stolberg and Tracy Wood in Los Angeles contributed

to this story.
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THE TIMES POLL

31% ofAngelenos Say

Gates Should QuitNow
* By SHERYL STOLBERG
TIMES STAFF WRITER

Almost one out of three Los,

,
Angeles residents believe that Po-

r

lice Chief Daryl F, Gates should

;
resign immediately over the police

beating of a black Altadena man,
and a majority say he bears sub-
stantial blame for the incident, a
Los Angeles Times Poll has found.

if
\ Though there was not over-

whelming sentiment for the chief

jto 'Step down right away, the poll

indicated that -support for both
"Gates and the Los Angeles Police

^Department continues to erode in

lihe wake of the March 3 beating of

motorist Rodney G. King.

*5; The poll found that 31 % want
j&ates to resign immediately, and
another 31% believe Gates should
resign if an investigation finds that

Jiis officers committed wrongdoing,

j
In a Times poll two weeks ago,

^13% said Gates should resign im-
pediately and 27% said he should
^resign if his officers' committed
"Wrongdoing.

this week’s poll, 32% said

plates should not resign,-down from
'48%.

'

While public attention after the

'feing beating has focused on the

department’s leadership, the poll

.also .found that residents believe

j. RELATED STORIES: A41,A42

Racism and brutality are wide-
spread within the Police Depart-
4ment and that these problems
might not be solved by the chiefs

^departure.
~ Two-thirds of the respondents
said they believe that police bru-
tality is common in Los Angeles,
and two-thirds said they believe

racist feelings are common among
^police officers.

Residents were divided on the
question of whether Gates, who
has made controversial, remarks

about blacks, Latinos and Jews, is

racist. Thirty-six percent said yes,

39% said no and 25% were unsure. -

The poll found that six in 10

residents believe that Gates bears
“a good amount” or most of the
blame for the King beating.

But a majority generally believe

that the problems of misconduct by
the department stem more from
the “beliefs and personalities of the
typical police officer” than from
the policies of those who run the
department. The survey found that

58% attribute misconduct to indi-

vidual officers and 29% to depart-
ment policies. * .

Asked how the departure of

Gates would affect the department,

38% said it would have a positive

effect, 20% said it would have a
negative effect and 33% said it

would have not much effect

The King beating, captured on
videotape by an amateur photogra-
pher, has thrust Gates and the

LAPD into the center of a national

uproar over police misconduct.
Four officers have been indicted on
felony charges of assault with a
deadly weapon. A host of public

figures—from civil rights activist

Jesse Jackson to conservative col-

umnist George Will—have called

on Gates to resign.

The beating has carried racial

.
overtones because King is black

and the indicted officers are white.

In addition, transcripts of patrol car

computer messages made public

I this week revealed that two offi-

:

cers made a racial slur about an
; African-American family they had
encountered just before the King
beating. The message likened the

family to the movie “Gorillas in the

Mist"
Following these disclosures, the

poll showed that nearly two-thirds
of the city's residents—including

60% of the Anglos, 72% of blacks

and 73% of Latinos—now believe

- the King beating was racially mo-
tivated. Two weeks ago, slightly

more than half of those polled said

the beating was racially motivated.
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When asked, “How common do

you think racist feelings are among
; Los Angeles dty police officers?”

-three out of 10 respondents said
' «ich feelings are very common and
an additional four out of 10 said

. they are fairly common.
• Among Anglos, 19% believed
racist feelings are very common
and 38% said fairly common.

* Among blacks, 37% said such
feelings are very common; 37%

;
said they are fairly common.

;
Among Latinos, 38% said they

are very common; 38% said fairly
* common.'

In an interview Thursday on,

^
NBC's “Today Show,” Gates ac-

vknowledged that racism exists
1 within the department, but blamed
it on a larger, societal problem.

}
“Racism is a problem in the

" JJnited States of America and we
f hire people from the United States

/: of America,” the chief said. “We
^know, some racism exists. But we
\ screen our people very carefully.

fWe talk to them about this kind of

j
thing and we tell them it has no

T place in being a Los Angeles police
? officer.”

1. The Times poll, which surveyed
Los Angeles residents, was

‘ “'conducted Wednesday and Thurs-
day. The poll, supervised by Times

vPoU Director John Brennan, has a
./ margin of sampling error of plus or

PBI/DOJ



minus 4 percentage points. Among
rCerUin subgroups the margin is

somewhat higher.

,
City residents are following

news of the King beating extreme-
ly closely, the poll showed. Nine
out of 10 people interviewed said
they are following the story, and
more than half said they are fol-
lowing it very closely.

In addition, 70% of those sur-
veyed said they were familiar with
the patrol car computer messages
made public earlier this week.
Two-thirds said the correct
amount of attention is being given
to the King case.

The poll revealed a broad sense
of outrage among Angelenos over
the beating of King, who was
repeatedly kicked and clubbed by
officers. According to the poll, 94%
of all respondents are upset about
the beating—and three-fourths of
all respondents described them-
selves as ‘'very upset."

Because some questions in this
week's poll are identical to those in

.

the earlier Times survey, its find- ;

ings serve as a measure of how'
public opinion has changed during*
the controversy. The results show
that as the case has unfolded,
disapproval of both Gates and the
LAPD has climbed.

But the King beating has had
little effect on the popularity of
Mayor Tom Bradley, who has been
quoted frequently about the inci-
dent but has stopped short of
calling for Gates' resignation.
Bradley's approval rating-61%
two weeks ago—has dipped slight-
ly, with 57% of Angelenos approv-
ing of the way he is handling his
job.

Half the respondents said that
Bradley is doing what he should to
address the King beating, down 1

slightly from 55/% two weeks ago.
More people now disapprove of

the way Gates is handling his job:

61% as compared to 55% two
weeks ago. More think the chief
has been too lenient on the officers
involved: 55% as opposed to 38%
two weeks ago.

Gates' negative ratings are
strongest among African-Ameri-
cans. According to the poll, four
out of five blacks disapprove of the

,
way the chief is handling his job.
However, a majority of Anglos- *

52%—also disapprove of the way •

the chief is handling his job.

A majority of the respondents
believe that Gates deserves "a
good amount" of the blame for the
King-beating, while 18% think the
chief bears no blame at all. In
addition, half of those polled said

,

Gates is not doing everything he
can to get to the bottom of the King

' incident.

With regard to the police force
as

-

a whole, three out of five

is^^Hing its job. Two weeks ago
the response was nearly split, with
46% saying they approved and
47% saying they disapproved.
The poll showed that the per-

centage of residents who believe
police brutality is common among
Los Angeles police officers is now
up slightly, from 63% to 68%.
Among African-Americans, 87%
of those surveyed this week said
brutality among LAPD officers is

common. Among Latinos, it was
80%. Among Anglos, it was 58%.
Asked how they feel when they

see a Los Angeles police officer or
a police vehicle these days, 23% of
all respondents said they felt reas-
sured, while 25% said they felt

uneasy. Half said they feel neutral
when they see an officer.

Yet public confidence in the
LAPD's ability to fight crime has
remained both steady and high. In
both polls the Times has conducted
on the King incident, three-quarters
of those surveyed said they had at
least "some confidence” that the
police would protect them from
crime, while about a fifth of the
respondents said they had a lot of
confidence in the Police Department

Despite the public furor sur-
rounding the King case, this
week's poll also showed that crime
is clearly the No. 1 concern on the
minds of Los Angeles residents.

HOWfflrPOLL v

WAS CONDUCTED

The Los Angeles Times Poll
interviewed a total of 909 adult
Los Angeles city residents by
telephone on Wednesday and
Thursday. The sample includes
556 Anglos, 143 Latinos and
117 blacks. Results are weight-
ed to reflect the proper propor-
tions of the city’s population
subgroups, utilizing census da-
ta on race and national origin,
sex and labor force character-
istics. The margin of sampling
error is plus or minus four
percentage points. For the An-
glo subgroup, the error margin
is plus or minus four points, for
Latinos it is plus or minus eight
points and for blacks plus or
minus nine points.

Asked to name "the most impor-
tant problem facing the city of Los
Amgeles today," crime ranked the

* l)i§hest among blacks, Latinos and
Anglos, with 28% of all residents
naming it as the city's biggest woe.
Next highest was the drought,

with 13%. Police brutality ranked
.third, with 8% of all respondents
naming it as the city’s biggest
problem, but an additional 5%
specifically mentioned the Rodney
King affair or Gates.

Assistant Times Poll Director Susan
Pinkus contributed to this report.



How Angelenos View the Police

The following are results from a Los Angeles Times Poll of 910 adult
Los Angeles city residents contacted by telephone March 20 and 21.

m How common do you think racist feelings are among Los Angeles city

police officers?

AlCtty

fiesktonts Angtos Backs tattoo*

* Very common 28% 19% 37% 38%
* Fairly common 37% 38% 37% 38%
* Fairly uncommon 19% 22% 15% 15%
^ Very uncommon 5% 5% 5% 4%
* Don't know 11% 16% 6% 5%

Generally speaking, do you think the problems of misconduct on the part
of the LAPD are due more to the policies of those who run the department
or more to the beliefs and personalities of the average police officer?

AlCtty

Rwktonts Aittkn Hacks tattoos
j

Dept, leadership 29% 23% 35% 36%
* Officers’ beliefs

and personalities 58% 65% 49% 51%
* Don’t know 13% 12% 16% 13%

If Police Chief Daryl Gates were to resign or be removed from office,

would that have a positive effect on the way LAPD does its job, a negative
effect, or would it not have much effect one way or the other?

AlCtty

ftosktonts Anglos Stocks tattoos

* Positive ^ 38% 31% 51% 41%
* Not much effect 33% 39%' 32% 30%
* Negative 20% 24% 9% 19%
* Don’t know 9% 6% ' 8% 10%

Do you think Police Chief Daryt Gates is a racist, or ts he not a racist?

AlCtty

Jtosttsnts Anglos •tacks tattoos

* Racist
.

' ' 36% 22% 49% 50%
Not a racist 39% 50% 21% 31%

K Don’t know 25% 28% 30% 19%

The following compares responses from a Times Pod conducted
March 7end 8 to responsesfrom the March 20-21 poll.

• Police Chief Daryl Gates should:

AlCtty

.•tsktonts Anglos Stocks tattoos

Resign immediately over the King incident

^ Now 31% •

25% 40% 37%
S' March 7-8 13% 9% 18% 17%

Resign if investigation proves police wrongdoing

*" Now 31% 27% 30% • 37%
* March 7-8 27% 24% 32% 32%

Should not resign over the incident

*" Now 32% 45% 21% 20%
x' March 7-8 48% 59% 43% 35%

Don't know

* Now 6% 3% 9% 6%
* March 7-8 12% 8%. 7% 16%
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Philpott tells

it’s time to go
Other local police

chiefs disagree
By Danny Pollock
Staff Writer

' PASADENA — Police Chief Bruce

Philpott on Thursday became the

Southland’s first law enforcement ex-

ecutive to call publicly for Daryl
Gates to retire as head of the Los

Angeles Police Department as a re-

sult of the brutal beating of Altadena

president Rodney King.

(
Philpott joined the growing chorus

tof civil rights activists and politi-

cians who have called for Gates to

step down since the March 3 beating,

-which has sparked condemnation of

the LAPD and a nationwide debate

on police brutality.

In a newspaper column published

Sunday, San Jose Police Chief Joseph

D. McNamara also called for

Gates to retire. However, two

other West San Gabriel Valley

police chiefs interviewed Thurs-

day said it was inappropriate to

demand Gates’ resignation be-

cause of a single incident.

• Despite mounting criticism,

"Gates has stood his ground and
refused to resign. “I’ye indicated

over and over again I’m not go-

‘iftg anywhere,” he said Wednes-

day. “That’s all there is to it”

•‘'Gates, who has been chief of

The 8,300-officer LAPD for 13

years,, did not respond to a re-

nuest Thursday for an interview.

. Philpott said the number of

LAPD officers at the beating,

coupled with questionable police

reports and potentially racist

messages sentbetween officers,

suggest Gates has allowed a

'“redneck subculture” to flourish

in the LAPD.

“It’s Gates’ responsibility to

do something so that cowboy
subculture does not manifest it-

self,” said -Philpott, who has

headed Los Angeles County s

sixth-largest police department

since July. “His retirement

would send a message that the

cowboy (attitude) is not permit-

ted, and provide an opportunity

for a new (chief) to create a new
organizational climate.”

Twenty-one police officers

were present at the scene of the

King beating in Lake View Ter-

race. Sgt. Stacey Koon and offi-

cers Ted Briseno, Laurence Pow-

ell and Timothy Wind, all of

whom are white, have been in-

dicted on felony assault charges.

Los Angeles Mayor Tom Brad-

ley has said the chiefs retire-

ment would give the city “anoth-

er means by which we could be-

gin the healing process.”

.

“I think there’s been a break-

down in the command structure

all the way from the top to the

sergeants on the street who are

responsible for supervising these

k>fficers, and drastic action must

be taken,” Bradley said Wednes-

^South .Pasadena Police Chief

Thomas Mahoney and Arcadia

Police Chief Neal Johnson said

they do not believe it is appro-

priate to call for Gates' resigna-

tion based solely on the King

beating. . .
’

.

" ‘

'*
“Gates has given 42 years to

that department," said Mahoney,

a former Culver City police offi-

cer who has worked closely with

the LAPD. “I don’t think Gates

has formulated any policies that

would restrict the rights of any-

one.” . — -
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Mahoney said he could not

i condone the treatment of King,

i But he said he believes the most

: culpable person was the sergeant

1 in charge at the scene. -

I .

' “There was a breakdown in

I his supervision, not Gates’ sys-

tem,” Mahoney said. '“In any

population of 8,300 people,

whether they are police, plumb-

ers, doctors or reporters, you 11

find a small percentage who
don’t belong in the profession.

There is a responsibility to ex-

cise those people.” •

•.
.

Johnson said a decision on

Gates’ future must be left to him

and Los Angeles city officials. “I

don’t know if Gates’ resignation

would help anything,” Johnson

^Gates has said morale within

the LAPD plummeted after the

videotape of King’s beating was

replayed across the nation.
m

“We are devastated by this,

-Gates said. ‘-‘We are devastated

because this is a good depart-

ment It’s a fine department . -

.

.While we-are not perfect, we do

fail.” ... ... S .

): -Philpott said the -videotaped .

beating has devastated the pub-

lic’s confidence in police. Every

kid growing up has ^seen ,that

tape multiple Times, .
Philpott

•said. “Do any of use realize the

damage done? . . . Someone has

jgot to be accountable.”

1/004
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Officers again delay

pleas m beating of

Rodney King]
By Kevin Uhrlch

!
Staff Writer

LOS ANGELES — For the second time in two
weeks, attorneys for four Los Angeles police offi-

• cers accused of beating Altadena resident Rodney
,
Glen King asked for more time Friday in entering

i
pleas for their clients.

i Over the objections of Deputy District Attorney
Terry White, Superior Court Judge Gary Klausner
reluctantly gave the defense' until Tuesday mom-

I

ing to review evidence — particularly the famed
1 videotape of King being kicked and beaten repeat-
edly with police batons March 3 — before filing

any motions or pleas with the court.

,
Klausner expressed his displeasure with the de-

lay to the defense attorneys, telling them, “The
clock is ticking.”

i Attorneys for the four defendants told Klausner
that they had not had an opportunity to review all

of the videotape, portions of which have been
,
broadcast on television stations around the world.

They also said they plan to challenge the filing
! of felony charges against two of the officers for
allegedly filing false police reports after the inci-

dent. Until the law was changed last year, filing a
false police report was a misdemeanor.

The’ defense attorneys, who were retained by the
Los Angeles Police Protective League, also saidj
they plan to challenge a provisioh of Proposi-
tion 115, a measure approved by voters last year'
that eliminates preliminary. hearings after county!

grand jury indictments.
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A throng of reporters jammed

.

i the hallway to the county Crimi-

»

nal Courts building Friday a half
hour before Sgt. Stacey Koon, 40,

and officers Laurence Powell, 28,

timothy Wind,. 30, and Theodore
j

Briseno,. 38/ were scheduled- to
enter.

‘ ^ '

-'V
1 * ?

!

^

The 1 four officers came to: court

dressed in suits and ties and qui-
(

etly walked Into the courtroom^
shielded by their attorneys and!

,

sheriffs deputies
.

|

1

1 The officers, who are free on;

j

bail, have been indicted by the
1

1

county grand jury on a variety

j
j

of charges. All four are charged
with assault with a deadly weap-
on by force likely to produce’

’
I great bodily injury and assault
under the color of authority.

“ “
1

* Koon, Powell and Wind also

. are charged with a special alle-,

Ration of attempting to inflict

great bodily injury on King.

Koon and Powell are charged 1

;with filing false reports, stnd“

Koon, who was the officer in

[charge at the scene,is charged
separately ,with one count of be-

ing an accessory after the fact to

assault with a deadly weapon. !

t
The officers have 60 days from

!

their*’ first appearance before
i

Klausner to* enter' pleas. Nqne of

;
the officers has waived his right

i to a speedy trial.
_]
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Letters to The Times

Outcry Over

Police Beating
I am an African-American police officer

for a Los Angeles County law enforcement
agency. I believe that it is high time that

we African-American cops come out of the

“closet” and let the American people know
that yes, there are some bad cops out there

and these cops are abusing their authority

by senselessly abusing citizens; yes, Afri-

can-Americans and other minority groups
are targeted by the police; yes, racism
exists in not only the Los Angeles Police

Department but in most, it not every, law
enforcement agency in the Southland.

African-American police officers have
been placed into a very sensitive and
compromising position. Either we speak
out against our fellow officers and suffer

the consequence of being attacked verbal-

ly, emotionally and possibly physically, or

we remain silent and allow citizens to be
disrespected, physically abused and
stripped of their civil rights.

We have failed by allowing the Rodney
King incidences to continuously occur. We
have failed by allowing certain practices

within police departments to go unchal-

lenged and unheard.

There are those of us who do not deserve

to carry a badge and a gun. There are those

administrators who choose to look the

other way and then claim that it's not

happening in their department: There are

those who condone the behavior exhibited

by the officers in the King incident.

I can't help but think that King could

have easily been my father, brother, cousin

or other loved one. But the most frighten-

ing thing about the King incident is that

Mr. King could have been me.
RICHARD L. CARROLL JR.

Pasadena

Judging from the transcripts of the

computer messages released by the Police

Department, including police officers re-

ferring to African-Americans as being

right out of “Gorillas in the Mist,” I'd -say

that there are officers in the LAPD who
are right out of “A Dry White Season” or

“Cry Freedom” (March 19).

If Field Marshal Daryl Gates doesn't see

fit to resign after this latest development,
he is only showing his solidarity with a

troubled and racist system.

SHAUN MASON
Los Angeles
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* Am I the only person in Los Angeles who
thinks that the police are nice people?
The men involved in the videotaped

-beating of King -will now have their
videotaped trial. The police officers who
protect us and our children will continue to
oversee our safety with the same dedica-
tion and integrity that was theirs before
the King incident.

JOHN ADAMS
SanPedro

l
-

1 /
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* As much as I hate to take, exception to a
fellow priest, I would like to share &
different perspective of the LAPD (“De-
fenseless, the Poor Are Also Voiceless/'

Commentary, March 11).

Father Gregory Boyle and I both work in

Boyle Heights at different parishes and are-

serviced by the same police station.

I can only speak of my own pastoral

experience of eight years working with the
police in my parish. One of the first things I

did was to introduce myself to the local

police captain, as I have done in other
parish assignments.

Since my initial visit with the police, I

have had nothing but a high regard for

them and their concern for the safety of

our people.

Many of the difficulties that we face are
because there are so few police officers.

The deployment of officers is something
that always has to be reviewed. Unfortu-
nately, I sense that deployment is largely a
political decision with those with less voice
getting less service.

This letter .is in no way to judge the
merits or demerits of the King tragedy. It

perhaps points out to us that the police

have even a stronger standard of conduct.
FATHER JOHN T. MORETTA

Los Angeles

m Somehow I sense a connection between
:the “duck shoot” performed by our pilots in

which thousands of Iraqis were slaugh-

tered in their indefensible bottleneck re-

treat and the brutal beating of unarmed
Rodney King by Los Angeles policemen.

This new “kick-ass” mentality of the
empowered against the weak is frighten-

ing. Is our compassion as a nation eroding?

In our zeal to bolster our self-esteem, have

j
we forgotten that we are dealing with

1
fellow humans?

HELEN MOLLES
Seal Beach

All who think that Daryl Gates is an
innocent victim of the atrocities committed
by his police force also believe Saddam
Hussein doesn't have any idea of the

atrocities committed by his army.
HARLIE COOLEY

. Rancho Mirage

How long must Los Angeles be known as

the police abuse capital of America? Must
Los Angeles become a city of complete
racial polarization?

If Gates were forced to resign, Los
Angeles could say to the world that we are

not going to allow our city to become a
caldron of seething racial tension.

WINSTON STEWARD
Los Angeles

A question on the editorial pages asked,

do some officers see a felon behind every
black face? Absolutely! I am a black man
who has been stopped and questioned
seven or eight times for no good reason.

The .last time occurred in the San
Fernando Valley one night about 10 p.m.

On the way to the freeway the police

pulled me over and when I asked why,
they said I answered the description of a

L



1

bank robber (one of the lies they 'always

tell).

After being taken to the police station

and held for an hour, I was returned to my
car. Then I asked what it was all about and
the reply was, “You are a black man in a

white neighborhood!”

JOHN KENNEDY
.
Los Angeles

Perhaps, when all of the hysteria and
hullabaloo die down, some sensible an-

swers will be found that will expose the

circumstances that finally led to a few
LAPD officers “blowing their tops.” For
years, the LAPD has stood alone with very
little or no support from the mayor. City

Council, legislators, governor or citizens.

They seem to be damned if they do and
damned if they don't.

There's an analogy here with Vietnam. If

you demoralize and hamstring any unit of

people, they’re either going to blow up or

they're going to become ineffective.

Permissive legislation and even more
permissive courts have -brought us to

where we are today. Repeat offenders are

on the streets, perpetrators of heinous

crimes are paroled, resistance to arrest is

commonplace, flagrant disrespect of .the

law is excused, riots (as in Westwood) are

condoned. Throughout all of this, the police

are expected to be a cross between a
benevolent Dirty Harry and Pat O’Brien.

Wake up and smell the anarchy, folks!

BARBARA MacDONALD
- Frazier Park

In response to “Where’s the Outrage* for

Dead Police?” by George Aliano, president

of the Los Angeles Police Protective

League (Commentary, March 18):.

Aliano tragically misses the point of the

public's outrage. We are not ungrateful for

those who put their lives on the line .by

calling for an investigation of criminal

actions by bad cops. We seek justice.

It seems that Aliano has forgotten what
it means to be a plain, average,Taw-abiding
citizen, because he doesn’t seem to see the

difference between police who have been
killed in the line of duty and citizens who
have been brutalized and killed by the

police.

The basic difference is that when offi-

cers of the law are confronted by lawless

thugs who may try to kill them, they have
the permission of society, if necessary, to

use deadly force. But when plain, average,

The Numbers ,/;:t

Police beating: The Times has'
B

received 1,749 letters so far on th£‘<*

videotaped police beating of Rod-v,.<

;

ney King; 1,359 letters were critical

of the Los Angeles Police Depart- -

ment; 390 letters reserved judg- ' ,

ment of the incident or supported , i(

Police Chief Daryl F. Gates. > v\ \ -

unarmed citizens are confronted by lawless

thugs who hide behind cop badges,'-they

have no defense. * - ' ‘

We have seen how the hoodlums who
attacked Rodney King came close to killing -

him. What if he returned- the “deadly

’

force” of his beating by using “deadly

force?” By law, if it were against anyone

other than an officer, he wouLd be justified

in defending himself in such a manner: But
’

if had returned his deadly force attach with

deadly force against these bad cops, 'lie*'

would have been shot so many times he'd

look like a Samoan from Compton.

The -real tragedy is that Aliano doesn’t

see criminal acts perpetrated by the police

as criminal. This moral misjudgment tor-'

rupts our society and endangers our lives:
*

' JOHN P. BRADY
Burbank

• To stop crime, corruption and disgrace in

Los Angeles, I suggest that Police' Chief

Gates and Mayor Tom Bradley trade jobs. -

;

MILDRED KAUNAS
Victorville
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FALLOUT: TURBULENCE IN THE AFTERMATH
i

T

CHIEF DARYL F. GATES
Facing the biggest

controversy of his 13-
* year tenure, Gates de-

scribes the beating as

"an aberration” and
says the officers in-

volved will be pun-
ished. A wide range of

^political figures—con-

servative columnist
George F. Will, U.S.

Sen. Joseph R. Biden
Jr. (D-DeL), civil

rights activist Jesse Jackson, among
. others—call for the chief to step down.

Critics say Gates encouraged police
: racism with flippant remarks. His 8,300-

. member force rallies behind him, and
Gates vows to steer it through the crisis.

MAYOR TOM BRADLEY
The mayor initially

shies away from call-

ing for Gates to resign,

saying the chief "has
•to answer to his pub-
lic.” He denies a report

that his aides are or-

chestrating moves to

oust the chief—but
slowly turns up the

heat, appointing
ACLU board member
Stanley Scheinbaum
to the Police Commission and pushing
for release of computer messages that

reveal racist remarks by officers who
beat King. Finally, late last week, he
states that Gates' removal is "the only

way” for theLAPD to recover.

Gates Bradley
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POLICE COMMISSION
:

The five-member

|
citizens panel is ap-

* pointed by the mayor
r to oversee the LAPD.
I Under orders from

/
Bradley, it opens a

wide-ranging investi-

gation into the
' LAPD's policies and

practices, especially

. toward minorities.* An
* initial public hearing

draws more than 400
people, many demanding Gates’ resig-'

nation. Commissioners are briefed by
‘the city attorney on their options in

dealing with Gates. Commissioner Dan-
*

iel P. Garcia says “there is a very serious
~

crisis in leadership.”
.

THE INVESTIGATORS
While Gates says

three officers should

be prosecuted, prose-

cutors take the matter
. to a grand jury and
obtain indictments
against Koon, Powell,

Wind and Briseno and
vow to investigate of-

' ficers’ who watched
the beating. U.S. Atty.

Gen. Dick Thorn-
' burgh, under pressure

from black congressional leaders, begins -

a review of 15,000 police ^brutality

«

complaints received by federal officials
*

nationwide. Justice Department lawyers *

weigh possible charges against officers l

who witnessed the attack.
‘ ‘

Garcia Thornburgh -

i

FBl/DOJ
,
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CONTRADICTIONS: DISCREPANCIES IN INITIAL POLICE REPORT,Principals; A motorist and

four officers.

1
RODNEY 6. KING, 25, an —
unemployed, construe- INITIAL REPORTS

tion worker from Altadena, 1

,

on parole after serving a
1 UPO ofBcas «rote in tarpofce reportstW It

one-year sentence for armed,'
necessary to subdue King with seneral baton

,

robbery, Pulled over by po-
strikes and two shots from a Tasef gun because,he

lice on March 3 after alleg- "attacked officers” and resisted arrest.
,

Lake View Terrace Suffered
.htgh-speed pursuit of King s white Hyundai reaching

numerous injuries in subse-
1 10 to 1 1 5'm.p.h. along the Foothill Freeway and 80

auent videotaned beating. ^ on surface streets in Lake View Terrace.

numerous injuries in subse-
uu to no m.p.n. along me rooinm rreeway ana ou

.quent videotaped beating, in.p.h. on surface streets in Lake View Terrace.

StakSestmi ^ "1?‘
Klr

1.T
t,igh 0,1

base of his skull, and.a..
PCP, a *bg1M can pioiluce bizare bebatiof.

“'“iUhe“
l

Al2
'

'

'County Jail before being re-
scene ‘ •

,

>

leased; prosecutors later an- Li—:———
:

—^

—

nounce that no charges will

be filed against him. His attorney says he is contemplating a $56 million lawsuit—$1

million for each blow he received. Secluded since his lone public appearance, in which

he said: “I was scared for my life. So I laid down real calmly and took it like a man."

2
SGT, STACEY C. KOON, 40, a 14-year LAPD veteran. Twice fired 50,000-volt,'

electronic darts from his Taser stun gun at King: Apparently tried at one point to

stop the beating. Later wrote in his daily report that King’s injuries were “of a minor
j

nature,” but called beating "a big time use of force” in a computer message. Charged

with assault with a deadly weapon, unnecessarily beating a suspect under color of

authority,' filing a false police report and acting as an accessory in an alleged

"cover-up.” Maximum sentence if convicted: seven years, eight months.

3
OFFICER LAURENCE M. POWELL, 28, a three-year veteran. Shown on videotape

kicking King and clubbing, him repeatedly with his nightstick, including at least

CONTRADICTORY LATER REPORTS

i A video shows King' being struck more than 50

times with batons. Other witnesses offer differing

accounts, but a GHP officer at the scene reports she

"didn’t see any need to hit him with a baton."

,

-

^

- - - —

i Tapes ofCHP an'd police radio conversations make

no mention of freeway speed, but say King's car was

clocked at 65 m.p.h. on surface streets. Hyundai -

officials say that the model can't top ibO m.p.h.

five blows to the head and

neck. Computer messages

from his squad car included

one that said, "I haven’t

beaten anyone this bad in a

long time." He later submit-

ted a report saying that King

had, suffered only "contu-

sions and

'

abrasi
A’

Charged with assault wja
deadly weapon, unnecessari-

ly beating a suspect under

color of authority and filing a

false police report. Maximum

sentence if convicted:’ seven

years, eight months.

was legally drunk at the time of the incident.

4
OFFICER TIMOTHY'

WIND, 30, Powell’s part-

LAPD,
_

'

•
.

'
'

net
1

and a rookie probationer.

• v, 1 - Came to the LAPD after

,

"
eight yeats on a 54-member

force in 'a Suburb of Kansas City, Kan, Also showh on the videotape striking King with

his baton. Joln's 'Poweil in submitting a report that understates King’s injuries, Charged

with assault with a deadly weapon and unnecessarily beating a suspect under-color of

authority. Maximum sentence if convicted: seven' years.
,

5
OFFICER TED BRISENO, 38, a nine-year veteran. Shown in the videg|e

kicking King once. Was disciplined for use of excessive force in 1987, when

suspended for 66 days without pay for hitting a suspect with his baton and kicking

man while he was handcuffed. Vowed at the time not to let it happen again. Charged in

the King case with assault with a deadly weapon and .unnecessarily beating a suspect

under color of authority. Maximum sentence if convicted: four years.

'



; Shortly after midnight on March LAPD officers converge oh awlhite

'

Hyundai stopped idler a short pursuit Illuminated by patrol car headlights,

observed by several bystanders and, most important, videotaped from a

balcony above, they administer a beating that, three weeks later, will

reverberate across the cityand nation. Here is asummary ofmajor

developments in the caseand the resulting controversy.
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Top Valley Officer

Apologizes for King

Beating

Police: Some black and

/-Latino community leaders

-/urge the ouster of Foothill

•Division commander:

ftBy MAYERENE BARKER

.

^TIMES STAFF WRITER

The San Fernando Valley’s top

i.police administrator apologized

^Saturday for the Rodney G. King *

'•beating before black and Latino

Community leaders, who in turn

^called for the commander of the

embattled Foothill Division police

-station to be replaced.

“From the bottom of my heart,

*T’m very sorry about what hap-

• pened,” Deputy Chief Mark A.

.Kroeker said during the first in a

series of community meetings
taimed at restoring public confi-

dence in the Los Angeles Police

"Department. “In my 26 years on

the force, I have never experienced

more remorse.”

Kroeker promised about 100 Pa-

coima and Lake View Terrace

•, residents gathered at a Pacoima

Church that he would investigate

.„all police brutality complaints

brought to him and punish those

^who were responsible if they were

found guilty. “We don’t engage in

excessive force in the San Fernan-

do Valley,” he said.

Thirty miles away, about 300

demonstrators gathered in front of

police headquarters downtown for
|

the third consecutive week to call
s

for the ouster of Police Chief Daryl
,

F. Gates over the highly publicized

Seating of the black motorist

March 3 in Lake View Terrace.

Elsewhere, an attorney for one
’

of the four officers charged with

*vfelony crimes as a result of the
f

King incident, which was video-

-taped by an amateur photographer,

"lashed out at Gates and others for

publicly prejudging his client, Offi-

cer Theodore J. Briseno, jeopardiz-

ing his chance for a fair trial.

“This isn’t Baghdad,” said attor-
’ ney John Barnett. “This is the

U.S.A., where people get to have
trials.”

During his 90-minute appear-
ance at the Pacoima church,
Kroeker, who was transferred to

the Valley Bureau shortly after the

King incident, often was interrupt-
> ed by applause from the mainly
^supportive crowd. Although the

^eating has outraged large seg-

ments of the black community, the
* largely middle-aged to elderly

people who attended Saturday’s
meeting have .a-history of support- -

ing the Los Angeles Police Depart-
ment.
No question^about Gates' future

or specifically about the King beat-
ing were allowed by the meeting’s
two organizers, the Ministers Fel-
lowship of the Greater San Fer-
nando Valley, a black ministers’

group, and Focus *90s, a black
.^homeowners and business coali-

tion.

“We need to focus our attention

on the healing process,” said Fred
Taylor, Focus ’90s chairman. “We
need to take our destiny into our
own' hands!”

Taylor and others asked that a
* black or Latino commander be
placed in charge of the Foothill

Division.

“Why not just start over with a
clean slate,” Taylor said,’ adding
that he has nothing against Capt.

Tim McBride, the present Foothill

commander. “We have to start

somewhere.”
Other residents of the largely

minority community policed by the
Foothill Division requested more
•black and Latino street officers!

“Those officers are not a part of

our community," one young wom-
, an said of the police who patrol the
area. “They don’t, live here. We
need to have more officers who

- come from our .community.”.
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Kroeker said he would take up
\ the community’s requests with
Gates. “We’re constantly re-eval-

. uating assignments!” he said.

He promised “firm, fair and
friendly” law enforcement and said
he could offer no explanation of the
beating.

“I will be the first to seek strong
^••discipline and; if necessary, the
removal of those officers using
excessive^ force,” Kroeker said as
•residents ap[ lauded.

Not everyone in the audience
’ was ready to forgive and forget,

“Police officers are the biggest
liars God ever made,” shouted an

' elderly woman, who said her hus-
band was beaten by officers who

• stopped him on the freeway.

,
“A junkyard dog shouldn’t* be

treated like that,” resident Patty
Hill said of King.
But the Rev. D.D. Chatman, a

Baptist minister, said the King
incident may lead to better rela-
tions between police and the mi-
nority community.
“Have we ever before had a

deputy chief come and talk to us?,”
he asked ' the audience. “It’s a

tM- LA-llW



^ • <w/

beginning. We have enough to
worry about with the gangs with-
out having to worry about the
police.”

Outside police headquarters at
Parker Center in Los Angeles,
demonstrators chanted “Gates
must go” and carried signs that
read: “End Racist Police Violence,
Gates Must Go,” “Down With Rac-
ist Pigs” and “The War Comes

, Home.”
“Chief Gates has caused this kind

of unrest by his antiquated meth-
ods of leadership,” said Jose DeSo-
sa of Pacoima, state president of
the NAACP. '

:

Meanwhile, in a nationally tele-
vised interview broadcast Satur-
day, Gov. Pete Wilson called the
King beating “unrestrained brutal-
ity” and said the officers involved
have been properly criminally
charged.

Wilson said on John McLaugh-
lin's “One on One” program, which
also airs today, that there is no
place “in any police department
anywhere” for the kind of beating
he had witnessed on the * tape.

However, Wilson said, he does not
believe Gates should resign.

The governor said he would be
willing to conduct an investigation

. into the incident if asked, but added
that he believes police administra-
tion is “a local responsibility, and
should be conducted locally.”

.
•*» ni! luinn / wjs /iiigcies i imes

The Revs. James V. Lyles, left, and Curry McKinney listen to Deputy
Police Chief Mark A. Kroeker during meeting at Pacoima church.
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Mayor, chiefat odds over how to repairLAPD’s image
By Rick Orlov

Daily News Sjajf Writer

Longtime adversaries, Mayor
Tom Bradley and Police Chief
Daryl F. Gates are again at odds
— this time over how to rebuild

public confidence in the Los An-
geles Police Department in the

wake of the Rodney Glen King
incident.

In a flurry of public appear-

ances last week, Gates rejected

-.calls for his resignation and in-

sisted he alone is the person who
can provide the leadership to re-

Related stories on Back Page:

L.A. council divided on Gates.

Dallas chief condemns beating.

Gates criticizes aspects of probe.

store public confidence in the de-

partment.

Bradley — -a 21 year LAPD
veteran — repeatedly said the

only way for the city to mend it-

.

self is through the departure of
Gates, who on Sunday - ) cele-

brated his 13th year as chief.

The mayor said he is leaning

toward creation of an indepen-

dent commission to closely ex-

amine the department as a key

step in reorganizing the LAPD
and restoring its prestige.

“I suspect that if he remains,

there will continue to be the fe-

rocity of demands we’ve seen for

his retirement,” Bradley said in

an interview with the Daily
News. “I think it’s going to be
very unlikely that anything con-

structive can take place with re-

gard to healing the city until the

storm has settled with regard to

Chief Gates.”

Gates declined repeated re

quests for interviews last week
saying through a spokesman tha

he was too busy. But in a series o

public appearances, the chie

made it clear that he has no in-

tention of leaving until his de-

partment’s tainted image is res-

tored.

“This controversy oyer ‘shoulc

the chief stay or go’ is counter-

productive,” Gates said at a grad-

uation ceremony at the Los An-

geles Police Academy on Friday

“It’s not in the best interests of

the city. I wish we could get be-

yond it. It will subside because

this chief is not going anywhere.

“We need to look internally at

our organization. We need to

prove that what we say is true,

that we treat human beings as hu-

man beings. I feel I can provide

the leadership to do that.”

King, an unarmed black mo-
torist, was beaten by white police

officers following a traffic stop in

Lake View Terrace on March 3.

The incident attracted nation-

wide attention because it was
captured on videotape by a wit-

ness, and tensions escalated fol-

lowing disclosures that some of
the officers involved made racist

remarks on police communica-
tions systems before the inci-



Civil rights leaders have de-
manded that Gates step down, al-

though his o.wn officers and
others have rallied around the
outspoken chief.

Bradley insists that he is not
calling for Gates to retire out-
right, saying that is a decision for

the chief alone to make. But he
has repeatedly said that the
“healing process” can only begin
with Gates’ departure.

The mayor said in the inter-

view that his statements and ac-

tions over the past three weeks
reflect a sentiment he said is be-

ing felt throughout the city. First

there was shock and horror, he
said, and now there is outrage.

“I’m basing this strictly on the

level of intensity of the protests

and demands I’ve been hearing
all over the cky,” Bradley said. “I

went to Banning High School (on
Thursday) and opened it to any
and all questions. There was not
one question about anything else.

.
Everything was about Rodney
King and Chief Gates.

“In talking with people on a
casual basis, there are the same
kind of concerns about this inci-

dent.”

But Gates said he has the same
concerns.

When he first saw the video-
tape, Gates said his reaction to

the beating was that it “absolute-

ly cannot be tolerated by any po-
lice department anywhere in the

country. It was horrifying.”

The failure, he insisted, was
not in the department but in the

'individual officers.

“You must have a reverence
for the law— not just an under-
standing of the law — but a rev-

erence for the law,” Gates said.

“Anything you do to bring dis-

grace to your badge, to bring a
cloud to your badge, affects us
all.

“A few police officers failed to

have a reverence for the law,

failed to protect and to serve,”

Gates said.

When he retires, Gates said, it

will be after he has determined
that the problems in the depart-

ment have been solved, not be-

cause of the pressure on him.
Bradley continues to deny that

his office is trying to orchestrate

the opposition to Gates.

“I’ve explained that,” Bradley

•said. “I called Chief Gates and
explained that simply wasn’t
true.”

While Bradley said he can con-

tinue to work with Gates ifhe de-

cides to stay on, he said changes
will be needed in the Police De-
partment.

Early last week, after tran-
scripts of computerized messages
containing racial slurs were re-

leased, Bradley said he wanted to

see a complete review of the de-

partment from Gates down to of-

ficers on the street regarding
training and regulations.

As part of that, he said he is

still considering appointing an in-

dependent commission to review
the training of the department.

The commission would have a
broad agenda and be allowed to

look not only at the training of
officers but at the structure ofthe
Police Department and its rela-

tionship with the Police Commis-
sion.

Bradley said he is concerned
that racism runs throughout the
Police Department, but he said it

is different from the days wher
he was an officer.

“Chief Gates has said tha^

there is racism in society and wt
draw our officers from society,’

Bradley said.

“And, there’s been tremendouf
progress since the days I was or

the department in terms of pro-

motions and assignments,” Brad-

ley said.
' “When I was there, blacks anc
whites couldn’t even work to-

gether. How can white officers re*

spect blacks if they don’t work
with them in a professional
way?”

Bradley recalled that when he
was on the department there was
an unwritten rule that no black
could be promoted higher than
lieutenant.

“But the department is differ-

ent now,” Bradley said. “We’re
not talking about the same de-
partment. There’s been tremen-
dous progress since I was on the
department in terms of promo-
tion and assignments.”
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'olicing By
Exemplary

isTerror

!*;The problem is bigger than one

|;i|ian, or one police department.
tl

•jClass and race are the root of it.

’•! t "

it
|

Hdiking to blacks and other minorities in

*j |L Los-' Angeles about the cops reminds
-trje Vividly of similar conversations .with

jOatholics in Northern Ireland 25 years ago
jafeoutthe “B Specials/* The Specials were
)ajj: section of* the Ulster security forces

.’charged with the duty of keeping the

{papists** in their place. They ruled by
[exemplary terror.

it <rCa£hplics driving down a road in Ulster

jjlojiew somewhere in the backs of their

*ji^n5s,:that the headlights suddenly* ap-

{Jpjfearing’behind them might belong to a car
t full .of Specials, and that these Specials

J;r&5ght stop them, beat them, frame them,
> *maybe kill them.
{I jlTheB Specials were part of the appara-

J.
ttjs created by the Ulster elites to keep the

*:•Catholics down. The discrimination ex-

J;p£e'ssed itself in terms of religion, class and

{
f race*_CXes, Protestant bigots firmly believe

\'
x
i§ the racial inferiority of their Catholic

i i nationalist neighbors.) The good jobs were

l \reserved for Protestants; labor was kept
f

.;
subservient. Exemplary terror helped keep

*
* rk i. Jwhole system of economic and social

* exploitation on track,

f-
i|At a. far more grisly level, exemplary

| ;
terror ‘is how the elites maintain them-

i
c splves in Guatemala or El Salvador or

frazil. The mutilated body by the side of

j;the road on your way to work tells you that

iitfiis is: is, a system that can strike you down,
without justice and with impunity;

JlWJign William Parker became chief of

{jpblice In 1950, the force was corrupt, fat off

ii shakedowns of Central Avenue vice opera-

J'tjons. In its stead, Parker forged a less

t) corrupt but brutal paramilitary force. His
j' men, mostly white Southwesterners, be-

r Haved toward black neighborhoods like an
{'C^cupyingarmy. ..

£ Parker was fanatically opposed to race-

#* mixing. At one level this meant busting

Jiifiixed; clubs on Central Avenue. It also

1'iheant'the violent enforcement of race and
jjdjass divisions in the city, above all telling

utiie thousands of blacks pouring into Los
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i
.from the South in the 1950s that

Ihts’was no land of opportunity.

The police department was made im-
mune to political influence, thus creating a
monster beyond control and a police chief

with more political power than the mayor.
Right at the start of Daryl Gates’ term,

Mayqr Tom Bradley did have a chance to

"
^t&tcs undoubtedly should go, but. the
problem is far greater, beyond the powers

^assert -control. Gates' men fired a dozen
j
of-any single reformer installed in Gates

‘'biilletfe ’at Eulia Love, the Rodney King of t stead/AAl eyes are now directed at the L.A.
nnt /Wrn */w o ;™u >

police/' but the rot in County Sheriff
- Sherman Block's bailiwick is just as bad,

^herjttme, .cut down for waving a two-inch
‘ paring Tcnife, But the mayor wanted to be
^governor, so when Assemblywoman Max-
‘iue /Waters and every- black minister in

can use sociological

from Gates’ oafish

'/feift Police force institutionally

^Berficated to the practice of
. -jTur/i

%30 exemplary terror is not

! i^fprmed with the ouster of a
'aV"

police chief.’
. -’.-Si

called for Gates' dismissal, Bradley
^ug$?nu1tc, afraid to alienate white voters.
w

elii
3
" the end, people won't put up with

exemplary terror, even in the name of a
'f‘%ug'war'\ The Irish Catholics in Ulster
warmrbWfli t!)69. Pour years earlier the people

•ofyjj/atts -whom Parker called “monkeys
-had rebelled. Then, as now,
a rising -curve of exemplary

tutrfj)r. In the six months before the 1965
"bcfcjHwn began, there were 168 shootings

^ife'L.A. police. Between 1963 and 1965,

even though Block
lingo* ifar removed
bitter.

‘lb was Block's men who, in June, 1989,

Confronted by Betty Jean Abom, a
Ijofneless black woman in Lancaster wav-
ingJal carving knife, and fired 28 rounds at

bejS'-of which 18 found their mark.
Years of frustration and fury are now

finding " their expression in tumultuous
meetings and hearings as Gates is pressed

W#j3‘^he exit. It reminds me of the
angity^ excited tumult in Ulster in 1969. In

tibati(
ipstance the Specials were disbanded.
.the underlying system of economic

exploitation and injustice was never
threatened, and instead of the Specials
4ame other security forces. The unac-
(fountability and the violence grew again.

True reform here, as anywhere, will

come only when there is true accountabili-

1|y, and that means review boards with
teeth, community control and beyond that,

4 program for economic justice. Without a
^ociaTprogram there will, in the end, be the
jame old violence program to keep thewhitfe'iemploymcnt in the city was rising, *n “ . "rJL

for minorities the trend was the ^
00^tbeir place.

*'i>ther way. * Alexander Cockbum writes, for the Nation

u -
A.

:
P0llce forcc institutionally dedicated and other publications.

rJd^^^acticc of exemplary terror is not
^•dformed with the ouster of a police chief,

ally^more than racism in a police depart-
is

;
cured by hiring black or

-Officers." -

FBI/DOJ

Latino "
I *1^2
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By Therese Lee
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

•Los Angeles Police Chief Daryl F.
Gates assured about 2,000 vocal support-

-"©rs Sunday he has no intention of resign-
ing and urged the media to stop broad-
casting a videotape of a police beating
that stunned the nation.

"“Let’s deal with this right at the out-
set,” Gates told the crowd of officers and

. supporters at an outdoor Police Academy
rally. “Pm going to stay.

“When I do decide to retire, it will be
because I can no longer take that flag
and present it .to a wife or husband or
little kids left behind because a mother
or father (police officer) was shot down
by criminals. But I guarantee you it is

not now.”
A resident of suburban Lake View Ter-

race captured the March 3 police beating
. of Rodney G. King on videotape. The
tape was televised nationally, generating
outrage and prompting several investiga-

• tions, including a national probe of police
brutality by the Justice Department.
Three police officers and a sergeant face
felony assault charges.

Gates urged television stations to stop
showing the videotape “again and again
and again.”

“The video will be forever etched in my
mind,” he said, adding that the four offi-

cers charged in the beating “do deserve a
fair hearing. They cannot have a fair trial

if the tape continues to be played.”
Speakers at the rally included civil

rights attorney Gloria Allred and actor
Chad Everett. The chiefs own remarks

MAR 27 1991

_FBI LOS ANfin rs

were interrupted several times by chants
of “Gates Must Stay.”

Demonstrators carried banners ,and
signs in red, white and blue, reading
“Proud to be LAPD.” One sign read,
“Bradley and the ACLU are conducting a
witch hunt,” referring to Mayor Tom
Bradley, who has suggested that Gates
resign, and the American Civil Liberties
Union, which has spearheaded the resig-
nation drive.

Civil rights activist Allred said Gates
should not step down without due cause.
“He deserves more than a lynch-mob

1

mentality that says Chief Gates is

guilty,” she said.

Meanwhile, the FBI plans to question
all 240 officers at the police station where
the four officers charged in the vicious
beating are based, a police spokesman
said Sunday.
Gates on Friday ordered personnel at

the Foothill Division to cooperate with
the FBI, which is seeking to determine if

a pattern of civil rights abuses exists at
the station, said Lt. Fred Nixon.
The FBI asked for names, home ad-

dresses and telephone numbers of every
officer who works at Foothill Division in
its investigation of “the issue of excessive
force,” Nixon said.

Saying he didn’t know why FBI agents
want to talk to every officer in the divi-

sion, Gates criticized federal officials’ in-

sistence that the officers be interviewed
in their homes, rather than on the job.

“I think there’s a bureaucrat some-
where that made that decision, and I

think it’s a bad decision,” Gates saidi



Sunday. “I object to it because I don't
see any reason to subject the officers'

families to all of this.”

FBI spokesman Jim Nielson refused
comment Sunday except to say, “We are

conducting an investigation of allegations

of violations of civil rights.”

The Los Angeles Police Protective
League advised officers they have the
right to' have an attorney present during
FBI questioning and should tell FBI
agents they are cooperating “under du-
ress,” according to a union statement.

Lt. George Aliano, the
league’s president, said that de-

spite the legal advice, the union
welcomed the investigation. '“1

think this should be done as

soon as possible,” he said. “Thei

.

people in the city -should knew I

what’s occurring. Bad or good,'

;

it needs to get out.” .

;

Preventing police brutality

should begin- in training, said

Ramona Ripston of the Ameri-
can Civil Liberties Union Foun-

.

dation of Southern California... -,

“When I have spoken to jhk
lice officers, they have told me
that they have no training on
how to intervene when they see -

another police officer breaking

the law,” she said on CBS-TV’s
“Face the Nation” Sunday. ;

A newspaper reported that 35 -

officers have been admonished
’

by Gates since 1985 for shoot-
;

ings found to have violated de-
j

partment policy. But only seven ?

officers have left the force, and ]

none was prosecuted, according
;

to Sunday’s Los Angeles Daily
;

News, '
\

Over the same period, the city :

paid more than $2.5 million to
;

survivors and relatives of peo-
j

pie involved in police shootings,
J

according to city records. In ad- ;

dition, police records from 1985
;

show that 70 percent of people :

shot by police officers were mi- :

norities.
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the Defense
Rodney King presented a host

. ofunknowns to the police; still,

their behavior is inexplicable.

I
have come to a personal conclusion
about the episode of the police in Los

Angeles. But'the protocols are not uninter-
esting, and they require you to listen, as
the jury will have to listen, to'the case for

the defense, Is.there such?
There were three men, Rodney King

‘.(the principal victim) and two friends. One
of them (Freddie Helms) was remarkably
-aloof from what was going on: He slept
through the wild chase, up until the fleeing

.
car was brought to a stop by the police.

King’s fugitive behavior at the wheel of
the car defied the understanding of King’s
third companion, Bryant Allen.

“I told him, ‘Rodney, pull over, stop/ He
just kept on going, kept on driving.”

' To quote the New York Times report,

“He [Allen] said Mr. King continued driv-
ing on the freeway for about five minutes,
with the patrol car behind them, during
which time he continued to urge him to
pull over.

“T was scared/ he said, adding that he
thought his friend at the wheel was acting-

odd. ‘I was thinking, why doesn’t he pull

over? He wasn’t saying nothing, just driv-
ing/

”

At one point during the chase, Allen
thought he had prevailed, that King was
-going to pull over; instead, the driver went
down the off-ramp, stopped at the stop
sign (curious reflex) then went on. “T said,

•‘Rodney, pull over/ We were still driving,

and the lights were flashing. I could hear a
lot of cars. We stopped at a red light and
took off again. We came to another red
-light. I told him, ‘Rodney, stop/ and he
finally went to pull over and he stopped/

”

The lawyer-for Allen, John Burton, said

:'that the car driven by King might have
been going as fast as 80 m.p.h. Burton
added that the three men had each,drunk a
-40-ounce bottle of Old English 800 malt
^liquor.

One reasonably assumes from the above
that the jury will be persuaded by .the

.defense of the following:
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1) That the driver was under the

,

influence of alcohol, 2) that the driver was
- desperate to avoid being stopped Sy/ihe

*

police, and that therefore- 3) the. police
1

instinctively thought him dangerous—per-
haps he was fleeing a murder he had just
committed. .

,
Alien: “‘The police ordered us, ‘Driver,

' put your hands out the window/ They said,
‘Take your left hand outside the door and
step out/ Rodney had the seat belt [on],
and it kind of yanked him back. The police
were getting nervous, too. They told him to
lie flat down, and he lay flat down/ ”

Fear and tension after a
freeway chase are ‘more easily

understandable to men whose
job requires them to face

desperate men at gunpoint.'

Allen continued: “The police put the
handcuffs on mo, and that’s when E heard
Rodney screaming. He was screaming like
he was getting a whupping.’ ”

From which the defense is likely to
persuade the jury that when King began to
come out of the driver’s seat but suddenly
snapped back, held by the seat belt, the
police suspected that he might be reaching
for a weapon. The resulting tension—when
King finally emerged— is more easily
understandable to men whose job requires
them to face desperate men at gunpoint

- than it would be to others.

End the case for the defense.
Suppose it had been just two police

officers. Their .quarry is not handcuffed.
They have chased him for miles, concluded fbi/doj .
that he was dangerous, were startled by his , / / a , a \ ( Y )
jack-m-the box action in coming out of the

""
I(jV j)



r

car. And now, the manacles in plaqe^
drain their nervous fear by club' ^
victim into insensibility. .That ct k

, understood as activity of normal nix £
the infantry, such reactions agains
enemy soldier caught after a chase wc i
not be extraordinary ) . \ *

What alters the character of the episock
is of course the presence of as many as l)\
other police officers who simply stood by,
as though they were official witnesses at
an execution that came after a jury trial,

two appeals to state courts, two to federal
.courts and finally consideration by the
Supreme Court: Proceed with the execu-
tion. Can we assume that the official

onlookers were taking natural, vicarious

.
relief from the savage beating, as though
they had bedn directly threatened?
One has to decline to believe this; an

assembly of that size imposes a sense of
security in a Him vs. Us situation; as the
ratio of policemen to fugitives increases,
aberrational behavior becomes less and
less plausible.

One has to conclude that there is an
insensibility in the Los Angeles police that
is difficult to understand and impossible to
defend. Joseph Wambaugh has written

;
about the

.
phenomenon in his famous

novels. But it remains inexplicable, in

\\
particular when exercised by the police,

rr .who are a part of the judicial system. And
that it is everywhere deemed inexplicable
is the one redeeming factor in the grisly
episode in Los Angeles.

William FT Bucldey Jr: is a syndicated ^

columnist. .
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Police feel

aftershocks ofbeating
By Keith Stone
Daily News Staff Writer

A man ran from a ransacked
bungalow in South Central Los
Angeles late Saturday*— three
{weeks after the Rodney King
.beating — but a Los Angeles
police officer was faster and
‘soon had him under arrest.

Sweating from the chase but
.unhurt, the man sat handcuffed

: in a police cruiser, worry^fc
.how the police would treat hife

! “I thought they are going

hit me on the head with their"

club. Why? Because I tried to

run,” said Jose Nishikawa, 32,

arrested on suspicion of burgla-

-.ry.

Sgt. Ted Maillet, the supervi-

sor at the scene who was escort-

ing a Daily News reporter and
photographer on a ride-along,
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said the King beating has dam-
aged the department’s reputa-
tion.

But he also said the incident
might have eased relations with
the community.

j

“In some cases, I think people
'have actually gone out of their
jway to be overly nice because
{maybe some people feel bad for
jus,” said the 15-year veteran,

j
“We’ll get out of the hole, you

know.”
During the March 3 beating

captured on a home video cam-
era, King suffered multiple in-

juries, including 1 1 skull frac-

tures, at the hands of police in

LAPD’s Foothill Division.

On Saturday night, some offi-

cers of the Southeast Division
felt the backlash of the beating

I that Police Chief Daryl T3ate-'

j

s called “an aberration.”

,
“We’re taking a lot ofabuse,”

said Sgt. Tom Walker, still visi-

bly upset from earlier that eve-

ning when a drunk driver spit

on him.
“Since the King incident,” he",

said; “we are getting a lot ofthis
-r- you stop people and they

:'say, ‘You going to kick (me)?
You better watch it. We got vi-

deo cameras.’
”

, On a chalkboard at the sta-

tion someone wrote: “The
ACLU is watching you.”

Maillet is not looking over his

. shoulder for video cameras.

“I tell officers: ‘Hey, just do
yourjob like you would normal-
ly and you have nothing to
worry about,’ ” said Maillet, a
trim man with silver and black
hair who favors chewing tobao

i

co.

Maillet said police are trained

i to use words first, increasing de-

i
grees of force later,

j

“I haven’t had a fight- out
here in a long time,” he said,

pulljng out of the Southeast Di-



I Tina Gerson/Daily News

Officers on patrol in Watts stop a suspect walking down the

street after a burglary in the neighborhood on Saturday night.

“But that don’t change my was dumped from drawers and
perspective on black and mattresses turned over in nearly

whites, because not all of them every room,
are like that,” he said. “Some of The burglars had pried open
‘them are like that, though.” ' a grate. Maillet was angered by

Earlier Saturday night, Mail- * what he saw.

let’s cruiser swept past a group “To be safe, they have to

vision station parking lot. “And of young girls on a dark side " make themselves prisoners in

I can show- you policemen out street. At least one waved, but their own home,” he said,

here that, you know — an 18- Maillet was moving too fast to “ The neighborhood is no
year policeman — that nobody wave back.

.
good, the woman said, as two

can remember when the last “Shame, shame, shame,” he more officers arrived to take the

time they were in a fight.” said, scolding himself. “That report.

Maillet said he refuses to be- kid could remember that forev- . “Well,” Maillet said, “it was
lieve people fear the police, er.” '

_ a neighbor who called, though,

especially in Watts and South Maillet, once a combat infan- so you still have good neigh-

Central. tryman in Vietnam, rides with bors.”

“Afraid of us? No. Not down his window down and the heat Back on the streets, another

here,” he said. “They need us on. His ears, he said, are as im- woman flagged Maillet from her

and they know it. They appreci- portant as his eyes. - car. She had seen some young
ate us. Believe me.” “ With a crackle of static, the men, dressed like gang mem-
Even people who risk being dispatcher reported that some- bers, near her house,

arrested depend on the police one had seen three men jump a “Why don’t I follow you
for protection. fence. It was a possible burgla- home now, OK?” he asked.

“I like to see black and whites ry. “Yes. Thank you, 5 ’ she re-

(squad cars) out here,” said When Maillet arrived, a wo- * plied.

Dina, a -transvestite prostitute man and her family were at the Pulling into the driveway,
who was trolling for customers doorway. Their house was sur- Maillet took out his gun. An or-

on Figueroa Street shortly be- rounded with a fence. The door ange cat ran past, but nothing

fore 1 1 p.m. was covered with a metal grate, else moved. No one was there.

“I like to see them out here as were all the windows. Driving away, Maillet’s mind
because there are a lot of people The woman had her hand on _ wandered from the woman to

? "who come around robbing girls, her forehead. “Somebody got .the King beating,

and girls robbing guys and peo- ' into the house and they took a _ “When she sees the King tape
_

pie coming out here with guns,” lot of things,” she said. on TV,” he said, ‘she’ll remem-
he said. She pointed to where a video- ber this— ‘Hey man, I met one

Dina, who refused to give his cassette recorder, video camera and he was real nice; followed

full name, said the King beating and stereo speakers had been me home, made sure I was
was inexcusable. only two hours earlier. Clothing safe.’”



Tension lingers on the street
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Crowd turns out
to support Gates
Chiefsays airing ofvideo may preventfair trial

LOS ANGELES (AP) - Chief
-Daryl F. Gates urged television

stations to stop showing a video-
tape of police officers beating
an unarmed black man, saying
it will prevent those charged in
the case from receiving a fair

trial.

During a rally outside the
Police Academy Sunday, Gates
condemned repeated airing of
the videotape, which shows
•white officers savagely beating
Rodney King, 25, with night-

sticks after stopping him for an
alleged speeding violation.

Three white police officers

and a sergeant face felony as-

sault charges in the March 3
incident, which prompted afed-
eral probe ofthe department
' “They cannot have a fair trial

if the tape continues to be
played,” Gates said.

Gates told the cheering
throng he would not bow to civil

rights groups that have demand-
ed his resignation.

“When I do decide to retire, it

will be because I can no longer
take that flag and present it to a
wife or husband or little kids
left behind because a mother or
father (police officer) was shot
down by criminals. But I guar-
antee you it is not now,” Gates

'

said.
v Speakers at the rally included
civil rights attorney Gloria

The Associated Press

Nearly 2,000 people voiced
their support for Chief Gates
at the rally.

Allred and actor Chad Everett.
The chiefs own remarks were
interrupted several times by
chants of “Gates Must Stay.”

Demonstrators carried ban-
ners and signs in red, white and
blue, reading “Proud to be
LAPD.”

Civil rights activist • Allred
said Gates should not step down
without due cause.

“He deserves more than a
lynch-mob mentality that says
ChiefGates is guilty,” she said.

Meanwhile, the FBI plans to

question all 200 officers at the
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police station where the four
officers charged in the vicious
beating are based, a police
spokesman said.

Gates on Friday ordered per-
sonnel at the Foothill Division
to cooperate with the FBI,
which is seeking to determine if

a pattern of civil rights abuses
exists, said Lt Fred Nixon.
FBI spokesman Jim Nielson

refused comment Sunday ex-
cept to say, “We are conducting
an investigation of allegations
ofviolations of civil rights.”

The Los Angeles Police Pro-
tective League advised officers
they have the right to have an
attorney present during FBI
questioning and should tell FBI
agents they are cooperating
“under duress,” according to a
union statement
“The sole purpose of these

interviews is to prosecute po-
lice officers,” the union said.

Lt. George Aliano, the
league’s president, said that
despite the legal advice, the
union welcomed the FBI inves-



tigation.

“I think this should be done
as soon as possible,” he said.

Preventing police brutality

should begin in training, said

Ramona Ripston of the Ameri-
can Civil Liberties Union Foun-
dation ofSouthern California.

“When I have spoken to po-

lice officers, they have told me
that they have no training on
how to intervene when they see

another police officer breaking

the law,” she said on CSS-TV’S
“Face the Nation” Sunday. .
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FBI to Interview

Foothill Officers
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FBI TO INTERVIEW FOOTHILI
OFFICERS

CIVIL RIGHTS

Police: Chief Gates says he is upset at the plan.

He assures 3,000 supporters he will not resign.

By RONALD L.SOBLE :

TIMES STAFF WRITER

After reassuring a boisterous rally of about 3,000 supporters that
he would not resign, Los Angeles Police Chief
Daryl F. Gates told reporters Sunday he was “very
upset” with FBI plans to interview officers from
the division where four police officers are charged-
with beating motorist Rodney G. King, Rj§
Beginning today, FBI agents will visit the homes g

of the more than 200 officers who work out of
Foothill Division to learn if there is a pattern of
civil rights abuses, Gates told reporters after the
rally at the Los Angeles Police Academy.
Four white officers from Foothill Division were

indicted earlier this month on felony charges in the mJzmmmmm.
March 3 beating of King, a black Altadena resident. Gates and hi
The incident, which was videotaped by an amateur
photographer, has sparked cries from many quarters for Gates'
resignation.

Gates said he had no specific quarrel with the FBI, but rather
with the Justice Department “bureaucrat [who] made that

decision. I think it's a bad decision.”

;

Without pointing a finger at anyone specifically in Washington,
Gates declared he would prefer that FBI agents do their

interviewing at the police station, rather than in the officers'

ifamily environment.
“I'm unhappy they’re going to go to the officers' homes,” he said.

Gates said Special Agent Lawrence G. Lawler, who is in charge
of the FBI’s Los Angeles office, assured him that his agents would

try to question the officers “in a very sensitive

way” with “a series of questions” about the King
beating and any other incidents. He did not

elaborate.

Police spokesman Lt. Fred Nixon said the' FBI
asked for names, addresses and telephone numbers
of every officer at the division.

.
Lawler was not available for comment Sunday.

The Los Angeles Police Protective League said it

has advised officers that they have the right to

have an attorney present during the questioning

and that they should tell agents.they are cooperat-

ing “under duress.”

Gates, 64, police chief since 1978, spoke to his

vocal supporters in a parking lot in front of the Police Academy 'in

Elysian Park.

Wearing a white sweater with light blue and green patches and
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Gates and his wife, Sima.

blue jeans, Gates appeared relaxed
as he waved to the crowd from a
balcony with his wife, Sima, at his
side. Over his head was an arch of
red, white and blue balloons.
The crowd loudly booed any

mention of Mayor Tom Bradley,
who recently said that “the only
way” for the Police Department to
recover from the King controversy
was for Gates “to remove himself.”
Several anti-Bradley signs were
displayed Sunday.
Among the speakers supporting

Gates was Los Angeles attorney
and civil rights activist Gloria
Allred. “Surprise, surprise,” she
told the crowd, in expectation of
raised eyebrows -at her taking a
stand in support of Gates.

l|<-/



Allred said “there is no question
that excessive force was used” in

the King beating, but that the
public should be concerned about
the civil rights of the accused
police officers, and Gates, as well.

“I care about the rights of King,”
she said, “and yes, I care about the
civil* rights of Police Chief Daryl
Gates.”

Gates received an ovation as he
stepped to the podium.

“I'm awed,” he said. “I'm hum-
bled.”

The crowd, carrying pro-Gates
banners and signs, began chanting,

“Gates must stay.” Finally, Gates
made a familiar announcement, yet
the one everyone wanted to hear:

“Maybe we ought, to deal with
that issue right at the outset,” he
said. “Folks, I am going to stay.'

Gates declared that' he, too, was
angry over the King beating. He

said the incident “would be forever
etched” in his mind and those of all

Los Angeles police officers, whose
reputations were called into ques-
tion after the incident. i r

But the chief also said that, iir-his

mind, the media has overplayed
the videotape of the Lake View
Terrace incident, which has been
seen many times on national tele-

vision, *

Of the four officers charged in

the beating, Gates told the crowd
“they deserve to be heard. . .

They deserve a-fair trial.”
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By Jaxon Van Derbeken interviews were not held after

Daily News Staff Writer .
' Marr told investigators that the

officers would not voluntarily co-

FBI agents suspended ques- operate, he said,

tioning of 25 officers at the Los “There have been no substan-

Angeles Police Department’s tive questions asked (by the FBI)

. Foothill Division on Monday in my presence,” Marr said. “The
after the officers said they were FBI is insisting on only voluntary

compelled to cooperate “under interviews. Unless the police offi-

. duress,” police union officials cer gives up his rights, the FBI is

said. not interested in talking to him.”

Cecil Marr, an attorney for the George Aliano, president of

Los Angeles Police Protective the union, said some officers

I

League, said he was present at agreed to be interviewed as part

|

five interviews that were termin- of the civil rights investigation

ated by the FBI after LAPD offi- but he provided no specific num-
cers said they had been pressured bers or details ofwhat the officers

to cooperate. Another 20 planned said. ~

FBI officials, who sent dozers7

of agents into the field to ques-

tion all 240 officers assigned^
1

the Foothill Division, refusedHo

discuss the investigation.
'

The union has advised officers*

that before answering any ques-

tions they should tell the FBI that;

they are cooperating under thte7

• threat ofbeing fired and in viola-''

tion of their constitutional',

rights.

“We don’t want to be in a posi--

tion of having our officers proses"

cuted because of something they;

said in an interview (with the:
* * 1

DAILY NEWS
Date: TUES . , MAR 26, 1991
Edition: FRONT SECTION, PAGE 1

Title: FBI AGENTS CANCEL PROBE
OF 25 OFFICERS

Character: CIVIL RIGHTS
or

Classification: oo-d
Submitting Office?

u“J

LOS ANGELES

’ FBI),” Marr said.
1

^
“Ifyou are a police officer, and

ifyou are forced to give an inter-
view, you have the right not to
have that interview used against
you,” he said.

Scores of FBI agents fanned
out Monday to interview more
than 200 officers from the Foot-
hill Division, as part ofan inves-
tigation there.

The investigation — to deter-
mine whether there has been a
pattern of civil rights abuse by
Foothill Division officers —
•grew out of the videotaped beat-
ing of Rodney Glen King on
March 3.

The Los Angeles County grand
jury, which indicted four Foothill
Division officers in connection

:
with the King case, began hearing

• evidence Monday against at least
1 7 others who were present at the

^beating.
1 Police Department officials

i have protested the FBI’s decision

FBI/DOJ



BRADLEY ON GATES
White Mayor Tom Bradley has not called outright for the resignation
of Police Chief Daryl F. Gates, he has said — in increasingly stronger
.terms — that the only way for the department to regain public trust is
to step down. Following are the mayor’s comments over the past

'** don't wan* ®ee this become a Bradley-Gates
battle. This is a matter for the chief to decide. He has his own constrtu-
ency. But a retirement by Chief Gates would help in the healing pro-
cess.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 20: "I did not and I have not yet called for the
chief to resign, i am saying that the only way we can start this healing
process is for him to remove himself.”

THURSDAY, MARCH 21.' "i think that for us to have a healing process it
js going to be necessary that the chief recognize his role in the mat-
ter. But only he has the authority and the ability to say, *1 retire.*

"

FRIDAY, MARCH 22: "I suspect that if he remains, there will continue to
be the ferocity of demands, we've seen for his retirement. I think it’s
going to be very unlikely that anything constructive can take place

?,t

IL
r
.

e?ird t0 hea,in9 the city until the storm has settled with regard
to Chief Gates." .

MONDAY, MARCH 25: Asked if he was disappointed that Gates had re-
fused to step down, the mayor replied: "He thinks by remaining, he
can restore the prestige and reputation of the department. There are
many who disagree and I’m one of those."

to question some officers at their

homes— calling it an invasion of
"privacy.

The police union has warned
.officers that the “sole purpose” of
the FBI investigation “is to pros-
ecute police officers.”

Aliano said the union has ad-
vised officers to preface every in-

terview by saying: “I will not
make this statement unless or-

dered to do so by a supervisor.”

By agreeing to be interviewed
.only “under protest,” officers can
maintain their Fifth Amendment
protection against self-incrimina-

jtion, he said.

:
Aliano said he is not concerned

that such an assertion might be
perceived as an implicit admis-
sion ofguilt.

, ‘‘It doesn’t matter how it

Jooks ” Aliano said, “People can
make any impression they want
out of it but you don’t get to be
proven guilty by refusing to
talk.”

LAPD officials said the depart-
ment has not told officers how

they should respond to FBI re-

quests for an interview— but de-
partment policy requires them in

general terms “to cooperate”
with other agencies’ investiga-

tions.

“We can’t tell the officers ‘You
have to cooperate and give up
their rights,’ ” said Cmdr. Rick
Dinse. “But they do have to pro-

vide answers to (the FBI’s) ques-
tions,under direction of this de-

partment.
- -

“They have a duty to do that,

and failure to do that is subject to

discipline,” Dinse said.

Police Chief Daryl F. Gates
agreed on Friday to turn over to

the FBI the names and home ad-
dresses of Foothill Division offi-

cers, but he criticized, the
agency’s plan to interview the of-

ficers at their homes.
Between six and 10 agents set

up shop inside the Foothill Divi-

sion station Monday to question

officers as they went on and off

shift while other officers were
contacted at home, Aliano said.

Other Southern California law
enforcement officials— in Sacra-
mento for the California State
Sheriffs Association convention— criticized the FBI for invading
officers* privacy by contacting
them at home.
“They’re not talking about

people who are charged,” said
Los Angeles County Sheriff Sher-
man Block.* “They are going to
.interview every officer assigned

to the Foothill Division.

.
In other developments Mon-

day, Mayor Tom Bradley repeat-

ed earlier comments that the de-

partment’s “healing process”
could not begin unless Gates re-

signs.

*‘He thinks by remaining, he
-can restore the prestige and repu-

tation of the department,” Brad-

ley said. “There are many who
.disagree and I’m one ofthose.
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FBI Starts Fast

With Inquiry of

King Beating
;

By RONALD L. SOBLE T7~
and LESLIE BERGER
TIMES STAFF WRITERS

FBI agents approached Los An-
geles police officers at home and at

work Monday, opening what a top
* FBI official described as an “un-.

usual" investigation into the Rod-
ney G. King beating and other

allegations of officer misconduct
within the Police Department's
Foothill Division;

< Scores of FBI agents were in-

,
volved in the exercise, forming

I -two-member teams with the intent

of contacting all 246 officers as-

r
signed to the division, which pa-

trols the northeast San Fernando

. ,
Valley.

William M. Baker, assistant FBI
director in charge of the criminal

investigative division in Washing-
ton, said the fast-paced and sweep

-

‘ ing investigation was “unusual, but

. the beating was different."
! ‘Another Justice Department

source familiar with the investi-

gation said, “Usually [the FBI is]

working with state and local law.

enforcement—and now it’s like

adversaries investigating the peo-

ple they work with on everything

.
else."

The source said that agents are

pursuing evidence of “trends or
? any instructions or management
^.directions which would indicate
;** that police supervisors would allow

: this to happen."
‘ Agents are pursuing a few spe-

cific leads unrelated to the King
- case, the source said, but added

that “the vast majority of the

„
questioning is very general.”

'

' Justice Department civil rights
: attorneys dispatched to Los Angel-

. ; es are directing the operation.

\
At least a dozen officers declined

j
Monday to be interviewed after

; FBI agents would not guarantee
* that what was said would not be

used against them in a criminal

investigation, police sources said.

y Four Foothill officers have been
indicted on state charges in the

* ^eating of King, an unemployed
Altadena construction worker who
[has served time for armed robbery.

S
ing was clubbed and kicked after

is Hyundai automobile was
^topped in Lake View Terrace for

allegedly speeding after a short

pursuit. His treatment, captured

on videotape, has prompted nation-

al outrage and various investiga-.

tions, including the Justice Depart-

ment probe being conducted by the

FBI.

While the FBI has investigated

police departments in other cities,

the speed with which agents are

moving in the King matter was
seen by law enforcement officials

as remarkable. It was learned that

the FBI hoped to finish the ques-
- tioning of officers by Wednesday.

“This suddenly has become the

top priority in the bureau," an FBI
agent said, speaking on the condi-

tion of anonymity.

Sources said the FBI's interest in

the case accelerated after Presi-

dent Bush's strong condemnation

last week of the King 'beating,

which he said “made me sick."

I
nitially,. Justice Department of-

ficials said they would consider

employing a Reconstruction-era

Jaw to indict officers who allegedly

tetood by without interfering while

‘King was beaten. A source close to

sthe investigation said that ap-

- Jproach is nowin question.

* The theory was. that under two
^Reconstruction-era statutes the

(officers violated obligations to Stop

|the attack. But U.S. .civil rights

^attorneys are concerned that the

(presence of the supervising ser-

jgeant would weaken a charge that

*his subordinates had an obligation

fto keep King free from harm. The
^prosecutors are concerned that de-

fense attorneys could easily per-

suade jurors that officers had ho
^obligation to overrule a superior

jwho was doing nothing to stop the

^eating, .the source said.
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Questions asked of five officers

.Renown to have been interviewed
j,by agents .ranged from their
^knowledge of any previous dis-
Eplays of excessive force to whether
;they knew of any nicknames of

^officers in the division, police
Sources said.

r Agents also were said to have

[
asked officers whether they knew

: any of the officers involved in the

! incident and if they were aware of
f any racial bias in. the Foothill



‘Particularly in this case, we’re trying to complete
the investigation as quickly as possible.’

TOM JONES
'

FBI spokesman
,

station.

While Los Angeles Police Chief
Daryl F. Gates has criticized FBI
plans to approach officers at home,
the bureau’s chief spokesman in
Washington, Tom Jones, said the

. interview process was designed “to
cause the least amount of disrup-
tion.”

FBI officials in Washington said
that Gates initially did not want to

make officers’ addresses available
to the FBI on privacy grounds, but
then recognized that a federal

subpoena for the information
would make the addresses public.

• In addition to home contacts,

agents set up appointments with
officers at the Foothill station.

Cecil Marr, a Police Protective
League lawyer, was on hand in a
room to advise the officers of their

• rights.

Jones said the decision to con-
. duct the interviews was made by
the Justice Department’s civil

rights division lawyers now in Los
Angeles, and “probably in concert
with the FBI office” in the city.

The FBI spokesman said orders
’for the interviews did not come
from FBI Director William S. Ses-
sions x>r other FBI^top officials in

Washington. ^

Jones said FBI agents have been
given 21 working days to complete
the initial report of the investiga-
tion. That deadline stems from the
U.S. attorney general’s guidelines

that govern the conduct of civil

rights investigations, according to

the FBI’s Baker.
• “Particularly in- this case, we’re
trying to complete the investiga-

tion as quickly as possible,” Jones
.

said, citing the publicity surround-

.

ing the issue.

The FBI inquiry ran into obsta-
cles almost immediately, as several
officers refused to be interviewed
by six federal agents at the Foothill

station.

Marr said at least four officers at

.

the station directly declined to be
interviewed after the FBI refused a
request from them for protection

from criminal prosecution.

The attorney said he also had
informed the FBI on behalf of a
dozen additional Foothill officers

-

that they did not want ;to be
interviewed without assurances

that what they said would not be
used against them in a criminal

case. Dozens of officers called
Marr’s office Monday, seeking ad-
vice, he said.

“They want to be cooperative,

but also in a way consistent with
their rights, and they don’t want to

be sandbagged,” Marr said.

“The sense that I get from the
officers I’ve talked to is that some
of them are offended that they’ve

„been contacted at home because
that’s a private place and they
don’t want to talk there. But most
are willing to cooperate and have
been directed to do that.”
The officers believe that they

have been coerced into the inter-

views because Gates has ordered
them to cooperate with the FBI,
said Lt. George Aliano, president of
the Police Protective League. They
reason, he said, that because the
interviews are the product of coer-
cion they should be promised atthe
outset that whatever they say will

not be used against them.
1

As FBI agents descended upon
their homes, police officers

flooded league attorneys with
questions, said Diane Marchant, an
attorney hired by the league.

Marchant said some officers did
not find out that they would be
questioned until they received
telephone calls from the FBI. Oth-
ers leamed about' the investigation

by reading newspaper accounts,
'and still others were told about the
'investigation at roll call Sunday at
the Foothill-station.

FBI agents began knocking oh
the doors of officers as early as 7:30

Monday morning, Marchant said.

Aliano of the Police Protective

League said many officers realize

they could face administrative
charges of insubordination if

•they refuse to talk to the FBI. He
Ridded that the officers are taking
the position that -the FBI cannot
use coerced information against

.

them.

“You have a right not to incrimi-
nate yourself,” he said, adding that
the officers are also insisting on
tape-recording the interviews to
^protect themselves.

1

“We want the actual words pre-
served,” Aliano said. “Who knows

what might get twisted around,
and we don’t want to get to that
point.”

Aliano said that the officers are
being called in early to the station

and are being paid overtime for the
interviews.

Four Foothill officers—Lau-
rence M. Powell, Ted Briseno,
Timothy Wind and Sgt. Stacey C.

‘Koon—were indicted March 15 by
the Los Angeles County Grand
Jury on charges of assault with a
-deadly weapon and unnecessarily
beating a suspect under the color of

authority. Koon and Powell were
also indicted for filing a false police

report.

The second phase of the grand
' jury investigation began Monday,
as the panel began to consider the
case of those officers who stood by
as King was beaten.

According to sources, some of
the officers could be charged with
filing false police reports, aiding

and abetting in the King beating or
with violations of California civil

rights laws.

Deputy Dist. Atty. Terry White,
the prosecutor, made only brief

appearances before the grand jury
Monday and no testimony was

,

taken, according to sources. The
panel will reconvene Thursday.

Times staff writers Ronald J. Ostrow
In Washington and Richard A. Serrano,
Ronald L. Soble, Hector Tobar and Lois -

Timnlck In Los Angeles contributed to
this report.
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Call for Gates

to Resign
In response to "For Chief Daryl Gates,

the Moment Has Come” (editorial, March
19): I want to thank The Times for its

editorial about why Chief Daryl Gates must
hand in his resignation-.

You see, I’m a black citizen of Los
Angeles. I was raised in Georgia and this

feels like living in the pre-civil rights era

in Los Angeles. '

The police use polarizing words just

giving jaywalking or parking tickets. -Now
on the voice tapes from the Rodney King
,case we hear the racially disparaging

comments from the officers (March 19).

Do the citizens of Los Angeles want the

world to see our city as a new racist
* stronghold?

I feel the officers in the King case will be
whitewashed by the system. They will do a
few months in a luxury jail at taxpayers'

expense.

All the officers should be fired.' Color is

not the issue. But to Chief Gates and his

officers, there are lots of hard-working
law-abiding citizens, black and Latino,

who now have no respect for your officers

who have used brute force on minorities

for years and got off scot-free. Well no
more, Mr. Gates. You are a shame,and the

nation and world now know about your
terror and ugliness.

MIKE DAVIDSON
Los Angeles

All the hue and cry to oust Gates from
Community “leaders” and even The Times
is nauseating. We citizens need to shoulder

the responsibility to create a societal

climate calling for police officers to be
kinder and gentler. Just in case you

* haven’t noticed, Los Angeles is not exactly

the epitome of tranquility. What type of

- officer would you want to respond to your
call, a Mr. Rogers? Until then we all can

expect occasional outbursts of violence by
the Los Angeles Police Department, no
matter who is the chief.

MATTHEW NADLER
Los Angeles

. In regard to your editorial calling for

.Chief Gates to resign, you .are probably

fight. He has definitely lost the confidence

and trust of the majority of the people in

this city.
•

However, I have one real problem with
? him resigning. Who will our city leaders

replace him with? As much as Gates has

lost the trust and confidence of the people,

our city leaders have displayed that they

are incompetent in selecting good people.

Because of the public uproar, I fear that

they will, try to find a milquetoast kind of

chief instead of one who has the skills

needed to police this city.

HARVEY J. GLASS
Sherman Oaks

Your editorial asking for Chief Gates to

be removed and the usual Conrad “cheap

shots” were predictable.

The LAPD under' Gates has been and is

one of the finest in the world by any
yardstick. It. is more professional, more
integrated and more motivated than any
such force I can recall in my 64 years in

Los Angeles.

No one condones the excessive force

used and the brutal beating given to the

felon, * lawbreaker King. However, using

the words of ypu and black leaders when
their community is criticized, “Don’t con-

demn all our people for the actions of a

few.”
;

Getting rid of Chief Gates is not going to

.make the streets any safer in South Los
Angeles and it’s not going to improve the

crime rate among young blacks. It certain-

ly is going to make the rest of L.A.

unhappy and resentful and not as safe;

' Get rid of the policemen who abuse their

.authority and let’s move on. The job is hard

enough without all the self-serving rheto-

ric.

R.P. POMI
* Marina del Rey

My compliments to The Times for

presenting its well-written position re-

garding the resignation of Gates. I recog-

nize that the job Of a Los Angeles police

officer is -not an easy one, but it doesn’t

make it easy-on Los Angeles citizens to be

“protected” by an Archie Bunker-type

police force.

Yes, the “moment has come . . for all

Los Angeles citizens to recognize that we
live' in a city that will continue to have a

diverse population. Our backgrounds make
up thousands of combinations of races,

>

nationalities, religions and even sexual

preference. If you can’t accept the very

facts which makes this a great place to live,

then why live here? :

'

MARC SOBUL
' North Hollywood
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I am appalled by the brutal beating of
King. I am also appalled by The Times’
swift editorial plea for Gates to resign. If
we are to assume that Gates’ management

. brought on this violent act and that the
individuals involved were not independ-

.
ently responsible, then we must assume
that Mayor Tom Bradley should also resign
because of the climate of continuing un-
ethical behavior of his appointees.

Certainly leaders of this community
seem to have different sets of values in this
situation. Gates is responsible for what his
people do, but Bradley is not? One should

!
resign, but not the other?

,
THELMA J. BULLOCK

'

/ / ‘

;
Los Angeles

£ m Conrad’s cartoon of March 14 is by far his
most outrageous yet! His dubious attempt
to create linkage between President Bush’s

^anti-crime bill and the recent inappropri-
ate and intolerable actions of the Los
Angeles Police Department is irresponsible

*

and naive. May* I suggest that he also take
the time to read the Bill of Rights which he
so loosely uses to clutter up his drawings.
'His lack of appropriate restraint is not

• dissimilar to the baton-wielding characters
- pictured in his drawing.

JON ZAICH
Irvine

FBI/ DOJ



I was outraged at the cartoon on the

March 18 Commentary page by Oliphant. It

depicted four baton-carrying LAPD offi-

cers. The captions reads “Here’s.the situa-

tion . . „ You’re black, you’re in L.A. and

you just exceeded the speed limit.” It was

very offensive and insensitive and should

never have been printed. This only adds to

the uneasiness that is felt in the communi-

’ ty '

.
CAROLYN JACKSON

; . ,
Los Angeles

, One wonders if Police Commissioner
' Melanie Lomax and Mayor Bradley would

• be sc relentless in their efforts to crucify

;• -Chief Gates if he was black.

. it is odd that any trouble between whites

and blacks is automatically called “racial

\ - prejudice”.against blacks, but when trouble

• occurs between blacks and, say, Koreans, it

is always.called “cultural differences.”

. EDWARD BARKER
South Gate

When all 15 policemen are indicted and

convicted, when Gates is removed from his

job, then we can hire a new- police 'Chief

from outside the force. A man of integrity

and strong moral leadership—Gen. H.

Norman Schwarzkopf. .

FRANK A. FLAVIN
Westminster
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FBI halts probe at

Foothill Division
By Deborah Hastings
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

The FBI stopped questioning police officers

stationed at the same division as four policemen
charged in a videotaped beating because the offi-

cers would not voluntarily cooperate, a union
lawyer said.

Meanwhile, a grand jury resumed its investiga-

tion.

Cecil Marr, an attorney for the Los Angeles

Police Protective League, which represents the

8,300-member force, said he was present at five

interviews Monday that were terminated by FBI
agents.

FBI agents called off interviews with 20 other

officers Monday when the investigators were told

the officers would not voluntarily cooperate,

Marr said.

“There have been no substantive questions

asked (by the FBI) in my presence,” Marr told

The Daily News . “The FBI is insisting on only

voluntary interviews. Unless the police officer

gives up his rights, the FBI is not interested in

talking to him.”

George Aliano, president of the union, said

that some officers agreed to be interviewed Mon-
day as part of the civil rights investigation, but
he provided no specific numbers or details of

what the officers said.

FBI officials, who sent dozens of agents into

the field to question all 240 officers assigned to

the Foothill Division, refused to discuss the in-

vestigation.

The county grand jury reconvened Monday to

hear evidence about officers who stood by and
watched the March 3 attack that prompted na-

tional outrage.
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This suddenly has become the top priority in
the bureau,” an FBI agent who refused to be
named told the Los Angeles Times on Monday.

Sgt. Stacey Koon, 40, and Officers Laurence
Powell, 28, Timothy Wind, 30, and Theodore
Briseno, 38, were to make their pleas in Superior
Court today.

•
,
^ a“ateur videotape of the assault shows

that King, a convicted armed robber, was beaten
56 times with police batons, kicked and shot with

a Taser electric stun gun after his car was
stopped in the Lake View Terrace area.
Doctors say King may suffer permanent
damage from 11 skull fractures.

Koon and the others are charged with
assault with a deadly weapon and unneces-
sarily beating a suspect under color of au-
thority. Koon and Powell face additional
charges of filing a false police report, and
Koon is accused of being an accessory in an
alleged cover-up.

The four face maximum charges ranging
from four years to seven years and eight
months in prison.

The FBI agents had hoped to interview
all the nearly 250 Foothill officers in the
division to see if a pattern of civil rights
abuses exists within the station, police Lt.
Fred Nixon said.

“They’re asking about what kind of talk
goes on in the locker room at the station,
what they know about the officers at the
scene and if they’ve ever worked with
them,” Aliano said.

ine union is providing officers with an
attorney during the questioning, Aliano
said, adding that officers who are on disa-
bility are being interviewed at home.T / . l .A * UfW 3



• •

At least four officers at the station re-

fused to be questioned because the FBI
refused to grant them immunity from crim-

inal prosecution, Marr said. ~

Marr said he told the FBI that another
dozen officers refuse to be interviewed

without assurances that their words cannot
be used against them.

“They want to be cooperative, but also

in a way consistent with their rights, and
they don’t want to be sandbagged,” Man:
said.

Inside the suburban Foothill station,

boosters had hung a hand-painted placard

pledging support to Police Chief Daryl F.

Gates and the division.
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Some Student Perspectives

onHowLAPD Does ItsJob
The Rodney King incident has sparked

rewtion worldwide. The Times asked stu-

dents at several Los Angeles-area high
schools how they felt about law enforcement
inkjos Angeles.

Bach Officer Is Different
ufose Avila, Manual Arts High School:
{The videotape does not really relate to

alrof the LAPD. I don't think all of them
hafve the same attitude toward race.*

put on the street, I figure, every police-

m$n is different and not everybody is like

I

They’re out there to protect us and I

s they’ll do a great job. There have
i negative times, but not as much as

tape showed. It ail depends on the
er and, I believe, in the attitude that
take up when you are pulled over,

it there are certain things they should
ider changing, such as making sure
> of their officers go out there with a
it attitude or with any -type of attitude

can pause harm.

hat Don’t We Know?
nia Son!, Van Nuys High School
t-science magnet program:
hink we can’t ignore [the Rodney King
|, because that is going to influence

the public feels about the police. We
-Ct and trust them, and after watching
minutes of that videotape, it was just a
k. These are types of authorities that

1 like to respect, and you’d like to

krfpw our system is working for us and we
arte being protected. But when something
life this'comes up, you question what do I

not knoW? What has been going on? If this

isJgoing on, then what else is happening
tti it we don’t know about? And then there
ar i other questions of racism that come to
m |id because of the people involved.

Don’t Stereotype People
Henry Bernard, Chatsworth High

School:

I think that more police officers can be
hired and put on the streets, but it's going
to take more than that. It’s going to take

getting down to the roots of why people

actually commit crimes and why there are

so -many crimes being committed in the

city.f People are frustrated and don’t have
jobs,*and that’s the main reason for all that

crime.
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I3ive in Lake View Terrace. The only
thing- abnormal about the Rodney King
^sating is that it was filmed. I think that
thcj&alice have to be trained to respect and

J£y.
not to stereotype the people they

•comb" in contact with. Because not all the
people are out to kill them, and not all
bla£ks;are criminals, not all Mexicans or
other minorities are criminals'; That starts
at Jfee /higher level—the sergeants and
[Chi§f]/Daryl Gates.

Rfise Moral Climate
E^uta Berthol, Taft High School in

Canbga Park:
I /hink [the prevalence of crime] is

baskally from decay of the morals in
society, and I think if you can begin to
teach students in high schools, as well as
on

is? j°
b anc* start improving the morality

^America in general, crime will be
reduced. If we can try to work as individu-
alsji^tead of society as a whole, I think
thays a start Not necessarily telling stu-
defp'w'hat is right or wrong, but talking
whh the students, not at them. Getting to
kno^ 'their actual opinions and values.

Kjgty now in this society, things are so
harcpn relation to crime that police are
doiiig'the best that they can. Which isn’t to
say.,there isn’t room for improvement. I
don’t think [Gates resigning] is going to
sol^e^the problem. I think there are always
S°ij}&i9'Pe tensions.

Spine Overdo It
it

SyMa Pacheco, Manual Arts High
School:

?m not against the police. I’m against -the
attitudes some of the policemen take. I’m
not saying all the cops are the same way. I
knpw some cops and I know they’re not
bad guys. But some of the policemen take it
too. serious or they become obsessed with it i ,

and Ujeyoverdo it sometimes. (J
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Outgunned by Criminals
Christopher Setti, St. Francis High

School in La Canada:
I think most of the crime in L.A. County

is gapg crime. The best way to get away
frofri gang crime is through community
centers and giving young adults the option
to ao

>
something other than join gangs. And

mope education has to be done—anti-
driigs, especially.

t think for the most part, the police do a
fairly good job. There are individual police-
men who deserve not to be police offi-
cefs—[those in the King case] being prime
examples—but on the whole, the police are
doing the best job that they can. They’re
understaffed and they’re outgunned by the
criminals today.

It’s a shame that there’s prejudice and
racism,J)ut that’s part ofhuman nature and
that will affect any organization, including

the police. There has to be some kind of
psychological profile so that these kinds of
.police officers [like ones -involved in the
-King case] can be weeded out.



Supports Gates
-Frank Lin, Kennedy High School in

Granada Hills:

Bight now, people seem to hate the cops
because of what happened to the person
who got beaten up by the LAPD officers* I

. doubt that Chief Gates* resigning will

improve the situation. I support him. I

think he's a pretty good cop. You can't

walk around and make sure every single

cop is doing his job correctly. Police are
human. -They can get emotional. They're
not like robots.

Police Act Superior
Carlos Gomez, Manual Arts High

School:

It is not exactly an attitude of dislike [of

the LAPD], it's more of disbelief. They're
out there supposedly to protect you and to

•Serve the public, but most of the times I've

witnessed, they feel they're superior be-

cause they wear a badge and a gun. .

I've been roughed up a couple times .

myself and I look nothing like a gang
member or a drug dealer. Around here, on
the corner, there's always a crowd of dirug

,

dealers, and I’m pretty sure [the police]

know they sell drugs, but for some reason

they never mess with them.

Power Is Overused
Maria Alvarez, Manual Arts High

School:
I

If you can't trust the LAPD when you're

in -need of help, who can you- trust? They
overuse the power that they have. Many

. people that have been hurt like that—they *

can’t come out and say it. [King] was
fortunate to have someone tape it. Maybe
there have been many other cases where
they can't go out and say' something,

because who are they going to believe?

Quick to Harass
Alalaika Garrett, Dorsey High School:

[The King beating] was like an accident

;

waiting to happen. It was something- that

has finally brought [things] to light and
allowed the citizens to see what was going

on. .

I don't believe you can judge all police

officers by one incident . . . [but] I feel

[racism] is a prominent problem. ,

I have friends, ... if they've been in

some neighborhood where they "shouldn't

have been,” they’ve been harassed by the

police and asked to leave. And when they
didn't actually leave right at that moment,
the police harassed them.

Mutual Hostility

Fletcher Jordan, Dorsey High School:

I've never been bothered by the pdlice

officers. I've been mistaken a few times for

being someone else, but that's a simple

mistake. I don't hold that against them, but

some [of my friends] feel that they have

.

been bothered or harassed. _ _ ;

I think people should have a better

,
outlook on the police. Sometimes the
respect that [the police] need is more on a
human basis, not on a "high pedestal”
basis. A lot of people just have a lot of
hostility toward the police and that's why
it brings out some [hostility] in police.

Police officers need to discern how
people are, they need to look at the person

- -and take time with them. Everyone de-
. serves respect, no matter what color you
*' are. People will respond better, if they're

shown respect;

I’ll Give ’em Attitude
Louella Abad, Newmark High" Continu-

ation School:

I've had a lot of bad experiences with the
LAPD. They harass us'just because .we’re

kids.

One time we all got busted. My friend
started laughing and this cop went up to

'* her’ and just kicked her in the head; She
wasn’t hurt. She just kind of leaned back
and said "What’d you do that for?” And the

r
cop said, “Don’t laugh at me.” I didn't think
they would do that. I thought they were
just there to tell us, "This is wrong,” or
"You come with us.”

They treat us all as one. Like, "Well, she
,

hangs around with gangsters, so she's a
, gangster, we'll treat her like a gangster,”

I used to respect them. Even if they
. stopped us, I'd say, well, they're jpst doing

% .
their job. But now I'll give 'em attitude. I'll

v start talking back. Before, I wasn't like

that.

Minorities Targeted
Matthew Lowe, University High School
I don't think they're very much in touch

with real life, especially minorities and
, minors. They concentrate too much on the

victimless crimes, little things like jay-
walking and truancy, and things like that.

They're too intimidating. Also what’ I

hear is that they pull over minority
students a lot more than Caucasians. I

think that's pretty much true.
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Lawyers Assess
>

KingCaseImpact
onBrutalityTrial
Courts: Videotaped violence is among

j

the evidence in the federal prosecution of i

six former Oakland Housing Authority
|

police officers. •
|

.
By CHRISTOPHER ELLIOTT

!

1

\

TIMES STAFF WRITER , j

1

SAN FRANCISCO—The black-and-white, video-j
tape, at times blurred, shows a figure in shadow, on his
-back, arms loosely outstretched. A police officer with
the Oakland Housing Authority steps out of his carl
orders the man to roll over on the sidewalk, and[
kicking him in the ribs, yells:- "‘Don't you ever raise t

* your hands to me again.”

The videotape—shot more than a year ago during ar
investigation by the Oakland Police Department— is al

the center of a U.S. District Court trial of six former
,
Housing Authority officers that is expected to con-f
elude here next week. The man on the ground is arj

-undercover police officer. 1

~ And because brutality is among the accusations
leveled against the ex-officers, the trial is also caughf
in a whirlwind of negative publicity generated by
Rodney G. King's beating by police in Los Angeles]

i Defense attorneys and the prosecutor in the Oakland
case disagree* over how much impact the Kin^

* videotape has had, but all say that jurors cannot bd
forbidden to follow national news. j

In the Oakland case, .undercover police officers
taped the arrest scene and collected other evidence iri

-a- four-month investigation that began almost twd
1 years ago and led to a federal probe of the 24-member1

,

-Housing Authority police force. i

* In addition to other evidence, investigators said they!

:retrieved material evidence when 'they raided the?

Housing Authority offices last December.
j

One-third of the Housing Authority's police officers?

were indicted or pleaded guilty late last year to
-charges that ranged from using excessive force and*

stealing money from suspects to falsifying police
Teports.

jA slew of lawsuits—more than 30—filed by angered
residents against the Housing Authority arid the cityj

hof Oakland followed the indictments last year. They
reportedly demanded more than $10 million in damag-!
es, but terms of the settlements were not revealed. i

The Oakland Housing Authority Police was created!
f-by the city's Housing Commission 17 years ago tp
^patrol its 3,318 housing units across the city. Its

. officers are sworn peace officers, but do not undergo

i
the rigorous training of a regular police academy.

; -Their backgrounds are also not checked as extensively,
as those of police officers, officials said.

As the trial continues, there is disagreement ov§r
*'how much the King incident has influenced the cases
•Each of the prospective jurors in the case said he or
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* what happened in Los Angeles,”
.said John Cuew, a lawyer who
specializes in police brutality cases

for the American Civil Liberties

Union in Northern California. He

'

» -'refused to speculate, however, on

{
whether viewing the tape would

|
make the jurors quicker to convict.

j
Jurors are still permitted to fol-

- low media coverage of the police

beating in Los Angeles, but they
"may not read about or watch news
f about the Oakland case.

'

*
“I think these cases are not

r
similar at all,” said Robert Lyman,

,
an attorney who represents the

-

' OaklandHousing Authority. "After

T.all, no one was beaten senseless in

jeopardized by the repeated tele-

cast of King’s beating. L

"They picked a bad time to have
this trial,” said -Peter Robinson,
lawyer for Scott Dwyer, the officer

in the Oakland videotape. "Every
juror or prospective juror has seen
the L. A. tape. The judge can’t force

'

them not to watch the coverage of

*that case.”

Other defense attorneys, like

Karen Snell, who is, representing

former officer Antoine Fisher,
agree that the tape must have had
an impact.

"There’s no way it couldn’t af-

fect the jury,” she said. "We know

that for a fact.”
%

She predicted, however, that be-
cause the violence on the Oakland
videotape is not as severe as that
on the Los Angeles tape, jurors
would hand down a more lenient
decision. "Compared with that in-

i- cident, I hope the jury* will say to

;
themselves: ‘This is nothing,’ ” she

[ said.
‘ *

:

.

Although Assistant- U;S. Atty.

I Albert Glenn, who is prosecuting
Mhe former officers, refused to

I*
comment on the trial, he said that

f the King incident would not affect

i the case.

y “The judge has been very careful
about instructing the jury to disre-

.
gard what they have seen and
heard,” he said of the King case. "I

; am confident the defendants will

K .
get a fair trial.”
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Videotape ‘changed’

man’s life
By John Rofe
Daily News Staff Writer

The Lake View Terrace man
who videotaped the police beat-

ing of Rodney Glen King was
honored by Los Angeles County
supervisors Tuesday, and said

-the incident has “changed his

life” — but not necessarily for

the better.

George Holliday told report-

ers he has been forced to change
his phone number twice because
he has been besieged with tele-

phone calls. He also has hired

an attorney, who cut short ques-

tioning of Holliday by reporters

Tuesday.
Holliday was downtown to re-

ceive a commendation from Los
Angeles County for his now-fa-

mous videotape of the March 3
beating. KTLA-TV Channel 5,

which first aired the tape, also

was commended.
“A lot of people would have

taken that (videotape) and said,

Tm going to destroy it,”’ Super-
visor Kenneth F. Hahn said.

“They’d be afraid of the police

department. But you stood
strong.”
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ON CALIFORNIA

ROBERTA.JONES

JackWebb
Doesn’t Live

I

HereAnymore
LOS ANGELES

I

remember the show ran on Monday
nights and I remember my father loved

it. He was the family's biggest fan of

“Dragnet." My mother refused to watch,

probably on religious grounds, but the rest

of us did, every week. “Dragnet” was part of

our routine.

That took place in Memphis, Tenn., 1953

or '54. We had one of the firstTV sets on the

block and “Dragnet” was our introduction

to California. We saw palm trees growing
out of the sidewalks and crooks wearing

Hawaiian shirts.

But the important part was something

: else. Something we didn’t recognize at the

time. We were watching the invention of

;

the LAPD.
:

•

The uniformed officers on “Dragnet”

were unlike anything I had ever seen in

Memphis. These cops were tall, had flat

stomachs and showed respect at the crime

scene. They seemed professional. They
addressed detectives with a “Sir” and •

displayed no cynicism. They visited victims

in the hospital.

The LAPD was being created for the first

time. I am not referring here to the Los
Angeles Police Department. That’s a real

police force with real people. The Los

Angeles Police Department had existed for

100 years by the time “Dragnet" first

appeared.

The LAPD is different. It was invented by
television and to this day is still being

invented by television. After “Dragnet,”

there was “Adam 12” and then “S.W.A.T-”

and“T.J. Hooker” and “Police Woman” and
a dozen others. There has never been a

•television season without an LAPD cop

show on the air.

This invented world was a place of simple
-

moralities, simple virtues, and clean living.

Every uniformed cop had a blond girlfriend

. and worried at night about the people he
was hired to serve and protect. .. .
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And all this raises a question: After 30

years of having a mythical LAPD piped into

our homes and our brains, did we come to

believe the myth? Did we buy the notion

that our clean, California cops behaved like

“Adam 12?” And that only places like

Philadelphia or Chicago had the other kind

of cops, the kind who would accept a $10 bill

to forget a speeding ticket.

I think we did believe in that invented
' LAPD, as did the rest of the world. And the

shattering of that belief explains, in part,

the sense of betrayal in Los Angeles over

the past two weeks. Those officers swinging

their clubs cannot be reconciled with the

television version.

The next time you watch the

videotape—which could be in five or 10

minutes if you have the television on—ask
yourself just why the horror bites so -

sharply. After all, you have seen violence

worse than the beating being administered

to Rodney G. King. Unless you have been
living on the moon, your television has »

shown you people—real people—being-
gunned down on the streets or burned to

death.

Monks have immolated themselves in

Asia, blacks have set one' another afire in

South Africa, soccerfans have been crushed
• to death in front of our eyes.

There’s usually a reaction of some sort,

but nothing like this. So what explains the

Rodney G. King affair?

I think it’s this: The King beating

^-destroyed not only the way we thought of

the LAPD but the way we thought of*

ourselves here in California. And we sense,

with some anger, that there will be no going FB1/OOJ
back. The California that was a separate.

, , / "Js _ l/flj)



world from the East, that had clean'

,
government and clean cops, has slipped
away. -

Not entirely, perhaps. I am not arguing
that L.A. has turned into Philadelphia. But
the sense of remove about California has
been eroded in a serious way. We have
watched our cops using their batons like

rubber hos.es just as, a year ago, we watched
our Sacramento legislators taking their

bribes in fat envelopes.

So it’s become much harder to believe
that California is exempt from the petty
corruptions and viciousness of the old world
back East. The distinctions between their

' world and ours have blurred.

•

And maybe that’s not all bad, ifwe finally

see the lies behind the television version of

ourselves.

I remember one episode of “Dragnet” in

which Sgt. Friday was forced to visit the
East Coast during an investigation. He had a
terrible time. It snowed, the crooks turned
out to have connections in the Police
Department, and Joe caught a cold.

He was so happy to get home. Life was
simply better here, he said. In L.A. you
knew who the good guys were and who the
crooks were.

No more, Joe. But thanks for the
memories.
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Foothill Station Seeks to

Mend Fences

LOS ANGELES TIMES
Edition: WED. MAR 27, 1991
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Title: FOOTHILL STATION SEEKS
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Police: Officers hold

open house in effort to

repair their image. The
men involved in the

Rodney King beating were

assigned to the facility.

By AMY LOUISE KAZMIN
TIMES STAFF WRITER

Los Angeles police set out the
coffee and cookies Tuesday eve-
ning and, with warm smiles,

opened the doors of the Foothill

Station in Pacoima to area resi-

dents in an effort to repair the
division’s battered image in the
wake of the Rodney G. King beat-

ing.

The forum was the first in a
series of open houses that Deputy
Police Chief Mark Kroeker—the
new San Fernando Valley-area
commander.—has ordered for ev-
ery station in his jurisdiction.

The meetings are designed to

familiarize citizens with police pro-
ceedings, the stations and officers

so community members will feel

that they have access to police

officials and feel comfortable com-
plaining if they are dissatisfied

with service.

The King incident, which was
videotaped and broadcast nation-

wide, was referred to only briefly

at Tuesday’s meeting, although
clearly it was on the minds of the

officers who presided and the more
than 30 people who attended.

“I am determined that something
good is going to come out of this,”

Capt. Tim McBride, the station

commander, told the gathering.

“That is a very difficult situation

when we have seen that tape over
again and again and again .and

again, but we are going to grow
and we are going to be better.”

But it was unclear whether the

forums will have the desired affect.

Christena Hughes of Lake View
Terrace brought her 10-year-old

twin sons so they would “under-
stand that there is a proper way to

act when you are stopped by the

police. If you don’t act the way
they' want you—which is extreme-
ly submissive—they will beat the

hell out of you.”
,

For nearly an hour and a half, in

the station’s roll call room, a pa-
rade of officers spoke about various

department anti-crime initiatives,

community cleanup efforts and
youth programs.

Captain John Mutz, who moder-
ated the forum, reiterated over and
over again that citizens with gripes
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against officers should alyrays

voice their complaints, which he
said are taken seriously.

King’s brother called the Foot-
hill Station to report what he
considered misconduct, but he was
told not to bother unless he had a
videotape or other evidence.

“I want you to be satisfied when
you call us,” Mutz said. “This

program is for you to understand
more about us. . . . We are your
servants.”

Russ Settell of Sylmar, an Am-
' Irak official, praised the attempt to

make officers more accessible. But
he said that police credibility has
been undermined by some officers’

refusal to cooperate with the FBI’s
* investigation of the King beating.
* “I feel like the officers have
'

- something to hide,” he said.

Dorothy Barnett, a 40-year Ar-
!

leta resident and retired elementa-

;

ry school teacher, lamented that

the division’s many positive
achievements were ’ being over-
shadowed by the racism allega-

tions. But despite that, she said, she
is grateful that the beating of King,
a black man, has drawn attention

to the police.

“I think they have been getting
away with this kind of thing for too
long,” she said. “Thank God some-
body took a video.”

FBI/ DOJ
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King, wife file

$83 million claim
By Rick Orlov

and Dawn Webber
Daily News Staff Writers

Rodney Glen King and his

wife filed a claim for $83 million

against the city of Los Angeles

Tuesday for injuries King suf-

fered in the videotaped beating

by police in Lake View Terrace

on March 3.

A police sergeant and three of-

ficers pleaded not guilty in Los
Angeles Superior Court Tuesday

to assault and other felony
charges in the case. The defen-

dants will return to court Thurs-

day for scheduling of their trial,

possibly in late April.

The $83 million claim against

the city was filed by King’s attor-

ney on behalf of King and his

wife, Crystal. If the city does not

respond to the claim in 45 days,

King can then file a lawsuit.

In his claim for King, attorney

Steven Lerman asked for

$81,050,000, with $56 million of

that for medical, pain, suffering

and future damages and an addi-

tional $25 million for future

damages.
Crystal King asked for $2 mil-

lion for emotional and psycho-'

logical trauma and a loss of com-
panionship because of her
husband’s physical inability to

“interact with her and to estab-

lish sexual relations,” the claim

said.

Mike Qualls, a spokesman for

the City Attorney’s Office, said

the claim will be reviewed by the

department’s claim evaluation

board and a decision will be
made on whether to try to settle

the case. If it is rejected— either

by the city or the Kings — the

case then can go to trial.

Lerman said injuries suffered

by King included skull fracturesr
permanent brain damage, several,

broken bones, and kidney, back

and eye damage.

.

Sgt. Stacey C. Koon, 40; and
officers Laurence M. Powell, 28;

Timothy E. Wind, 30; and Theo-

dore J. Briseno, 38, pleaded not

guilty Tuesday after their attor-

neys lost motions to dismiss the

indictment.

William Kopeny, an attorney

for Briseno, argued Tuesday that

the indictment should be dis-

missed because it did not suffi-.

ciently detail the crimes the offi-

cers are accused of committing.’

But Deputy District Attorney

Terry White said outside the

courtroom that the videotape of

the incident shot by amateur
photographer George Holliday-

was more than enough evidence
to indict the officers.

*

Koon, Powell, Wind and Bri-

seno were indicted by a Los An-
geles County grand jury on
charges of assault with a deadly

weapon and unnecessarily beat-

ing a person under color of au^

thority in the March 3 arrest.of
King in Lake View Terrace.'
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InternalAffairs probed officers infew suits

By Patrick McGreevy
and Rick Orlov
Daily News Staff Writers

The Los Angeles Police De-
partment's Internal Affairs Di-

vision investigated officers in

36 of the 140 major lawsuits

against the department that

were settled in the last five

years, according to a report re-

leased Tuesday.

As a result of the investiga-

tion of cases that involved 50
LAPD officers, two officers
were fired and 17 were sus-
pended, said the report by the
city’s Chief Legislative Ana-
lyst.

The damage awards and set-

tlements range from lawsuits
stemming from police traffic

accidents to accidental shootings 1

of civilians and cost the city $20
million over the past five years

— $9 million last year alone, the

report said.

The findings drew critical reac-

tions Tuesday from members of
two Los Angeles City Council
panels that had asked for the re-

view in the wake of the video-
taped police beating of Rodney
Glen King in Lake View Terrace
on March 3.

“Pm very concerned,” said

Councilman Zev Yaroslavsky,
chairman of the council’s Bud-
get and Finance Committee. “I

think we need some explanation
why close to 70 percent of the

cases were not investigated by the

internal affairs office.”

Councilman Richard Alatorre

said he also was “troubled” by
the low percentage of officers

who were disciplined and the le-

vel of the discipline, which he
said did not seem harsh given the

large cost of the settlements.

“When you see the discipline,

you begin to question whether, in

fact, the discipline is commensu-
rate with the loss that the city of
Los Angeles has been exposed
to,” said Alatorre, who is chair-

man of the council’s Public Safe-

ty Commission.
Yaroslavsky said workers in

the private sector would be fired

if their actions caused litigation

resulting in judgments on the
scale being paid by the city.

“It (the report) raises the ques-
tion in my mind about whether
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there is a serious commitment
from the top ofthe department to

delve into these incidents,” Yaro-
slavsky said.

The panels headed.by Yaro-.

slavsky and Alatorre held a joint

hearing Tuesday at City Hall
where they were told by Police

Cmdr. Geoige Morrison that all

incidents that result in lawsuits

are investigated by the depart-

ment, although not always by in-

ternal affairs.

Morrison, who is the chief of
staff for Police Chief Daryl F.

Gates, also told the council com-
mittees that sometimes lawsuits

result in judgments or settle-

,

ments even though no specific of-

ficer is identified as having com-

j

mitted wrongdoing. In those
i cases, it is hard to discipline offi-

! cers, he said.

Council members said addi-
tional review of police settle-

t

ments and disciplinary actions
'

will be conducted,

i Also at City Hall on Tuesday:

;

Civil Service commissioner
* Clare Bronowski resigned at the

;

request of Mayor Tom Bradley,

(

leading some City Council mem-
l bers to claim that she was forced

I

out in advance ofa possible Civil

I

Service hearing against Gates.

Bronowski was appointed to.

. another city commission and re-

placed on the Civil Service board
I by labor lawyer Larry Drasin of

j

Tarzana. Bradley spokesman Bill

j

Chandler characterized the shift

-as routine and said the action was
not related to growing' friction be-

tween Gates and the mayor, who
wants the chief to retire.

.



; POLICE LAWSUITS

r.;Cpuocil s chief legislative analyst on police lawsuits settled or resolved !

between 1986:aria 1990, :: w; S:*4V> ry^-; . /:

' S*&#*#$M loofeatsettlemeritspf $1^,O0ff.w;ie^-^SdHrt8tof
up 79percentpf,all;po!icellabiiityco3t8,.; V'Vv-<. ,*.

: '.ii^c.^-v----:

The>s^Houh^#7
;
bHhB,^

tne remaining 103 cases; 50 involved wrongful deaths/ shbbtings and
injuries, 28 involved civil rights violation cases, 16 involved battery/ex-

;

Ppss 1ve forcecases and nine ihvbiyed miscelianeous allegatiorts in-
,char9?^t^ wa|

INYESTIGAnONS: 'ni# 'l^efifi^-Affal^iDltrt&id»-1(l^t ;

ficers being fired and -21 suspended or reprimanded: * f

The council’s Public Safety
Committee recommended that
the council confirm the appoint-
ment of civil libertarian Stanley
K. Sheinbaum to the Police
Commission as part of Bradley’s
efforts to make the panel more
active and responsive to com-
plaints about the police.

The report on police litigation

by the city’s Chief Legislative
Analyst looked at settlements
and courtjudgments that cost the
city in excess of $ 1 5,000 between
1986 and 1990. Of the 140 cases
studied, the police Internal Af-
fairs Division investigated 36.

The review found that 37 of
the 140 major settlements and
judgments involved traffic acci-

dents. The remaining 103 cases
included wrongful deaths, shoot-
ings, injuries caused by excessive
force, civil rights violations and
charges of officer negligence dur-
ing an attack by a police dog.
The Police Department’s Inter-

nal Affairs Division said it inves-

tigated 50 officers who were in-

volved in 36 cases that were
settled by the city. Most ofthe 36
probes involved either excessive
force allegations or shooting vio-
lations.

Of the 50 police officers inves-

tigated by the internal affairs di-

vision, the study found that:

24 officers received no pen-
alty.

17 officers received suspen-
sions.

Four officers received ad-
monishments or official repri-
mands.

Three officers received

Board ofRights hearings and two
of them were removed from the
department. The other officer
who had a Board of Rights hear-
ing retired in lieu of being pena-
lized.

Two officers are still being
investigated.

The two officers who were
fired and the one who retired
were found by the Board Of
Rights to have violated shooting
policies and caused wrongful
deaths.

The longest suspensions were
129-day penalties against two of-

ficers who made false reports to
supervisors about separate, ex-
cessive-force cases.

Other disciplinary action taken
included a 10-day suspension for
an officer who unnecessarily hit

an arrestee with his baton and
made false statements when re-

porting the altercation.

The study said the number and
cost of settlements in lawsuits
against the Police Department
rose from 8 cases costing $1 mil-
lion in 1986 to 25 cases costing
$9 million last year.

However, those settlements in-

clude traffic accident cases.

The Daily News reported

- h
March 10 that the council paid
more than $3.5 million last year
to settle 16 lawsuits claiming offi-

cers used excessive force that
caused bodily injury. Another $3
million was paid last year to set-

tle claims by residents of an
apartment building at 39th and
Dalton streets that officers ran-

sacked during a drug raid.

Bronowski’s resignation from
the Civil, Service Commission
raised concerns by City Council
members Yaroslavsky and Joy
Picus, who said they were con-
cerned Bradley was seeking tp

stack the panel against Gates. ’

,

“I’ve had my disagreements
with Chief Gates, but I want to

make sure that any action involv-

ing him is fair,” Yaroslavsky
said. *'

Joy Picus said she is concerned
about the role Deputy Mayor
Mark Fabiani is playing in Bron:
owski’s removal.

“My fear is that Mark Fabiani
is attempting to set this up,” Pi-

cus said.

Fabiani would not return teU
ephone calls, but Bradley spokes^
man Chandler said the switch
was routine.
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own Foothill

By Beth Barrett

Daily News Staff Writer

The District Attorney’s Office
: is investigating the LAPD’s Foot-
hill Division to determine wheth-
er its officers have engaged in a
pattern of excessive force against
minorities, according to police
and prosecution officials.

The FBI is conducting its own
civil rights investigation at the
Foothill Division, but has sus-
pended questioning of at least 65
officers who said they were com-
pelled to cooperate under duress
and in violation oftheir constitu-
tional rights, police union offi-

cials said.

The District Attorney’s Office

^

has assigned 1 4 investigators to

interview dozens of people who
were subdued by force in encoun-
ters with Los Angeles Police De-

.
partment Foothill Division offi-

.
cers over the past three years, a

district attorney’s investigator

,

/said.

If evidence of police brutality
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is found, it will be presented to

[the Los Angeles County grand
jury, the official said.

“The real question is the num-
ber of arrests in which force was
used against blacks and Hispan-
ics said Lt. David Lara of the

District Attorney’s Special Inves-

tigations Division.

“We’re asking people the na-

ture oftheir arrest, how they were
arrested, what they were arrested

for, and their handling by LAPD
officers,” Lara said.

The investigation grew out of
the videotaped beating of Rod-
ney Glen King by a group of
Foothill Division officers on
March 3, officials said.

Four officers indicted by a
grand jury in connection with the

King case pleaded not guilty on
Tuesday to assault and other felo-

ny changes.

Sgt. Stacey C. Koon, 40; and
officers Laurence M. Powell, 28;

Timothy E. Wind, 30; and Theo-
dore J. Briseno, 38, entered pleas

after their attorneys lost motions
to dismiss the indictment and
have a preliminary hearing.

They were ordered to return to

court on Thursday for scheduling

of their trial, possibly in late

April. They could face maximum
penalties of four years to nearly

eight years in prison if convict-
ed.

The county grand jury recon-

vened its hearings into the King
case this week, considering testi-

mony about LAPD officers who
were at the scene and did not in-

tervene.

At least seven LAPD officers

who were at the scene have been
subpoenaed to testify before the

grand jury, department officials

said Tuesday.
Meanwhile, both the FBI and

the District Attorney’s Office
were conducting broader investi-

gations to determine whether the

King beating was part of a broad
pattern of civil rights abuse by
Foothill Division officers.

Through his spokeswoman,
District Attorney Ira Reiner de-

clined comment Tuesday on the
expanded investigation.

Cmdr. Rick Dinse, who is

overseeing LAPD’s internal and
criminal investigations of the
King case, said an officer must
file a report any time he uses
force— ranging from “pain com-
pliance” holds to the use of a ba-

ton to subdue a suspect.

The reports include a listing of
the suspect’s race, Dinse said.

The reports do not include
shootings, which are handled
through a different reporting pro-

cess. The District Attorney’s Of-

fice responds to every LAP]
shooting, and does its own inve

tigation of those shootings, ofi

cials said.

Meanwhile, the FBI continue

trying Tuesday to question 24

officers at the Foothill Divisioi— but suspended questioning (

at least 65 officers who said the

were “under duress” to coope:

ate, according to the Los Angele

Police Protective League.

Union officials said they kno\
ofonly four officers who were ac

tually questioned by the FBI afte

deciding not to claim they wer
under pressure.

The union has advised officer

that in order to protect them
selves, they should tell the FB
they are cooperating under th<

threat ofbeing fired and in viola

tion of their constitutiona
rights.

Los Angeles Mayor Tom Brad
ley said Tuesday he was “disap

pointed” with the officers’ re

sponse to the FBI investigation.

“I have asked for cooperation,

the police chief has asked foi

their cooperation and, frankly.

I’m disappointed there would be

a reluctance to do so,” Bradle>
said.

“I don’t want to try and inter-

vene in their legal counsel’s ad-

vice,” he said. “But . . . coopera-

tion is essential in order to help

*\r



build a solid foundation for what
the facts are.”

Capt. Tim McBride, the com-
mander of the Foothill Division,
said officers have “nothing to
hide” from the FBI.
McBride declined to say

whether he has been questioned
by agents, or whether he planned
to tell the FBI that he was “under
duress” to answer their ques-
tions.

But his attorney, Barry Levin,
said he has advised McBride not
to answer any questions without
stating he was under pressure to
do so.

“All they are is on a witch
hunt,” Levin said. “My advice to
him is that he assert his constitu-
tional privilege (against self-in-

crimination).

“These officers and Capt.
McBride will answer any ques-
tions by any law enforcement
agency that has do to with the
King beating, but we’re not going
to get involved in political games
here,” Levin said.

Thomas F. Jones, the FBI’s
chief spokesman in Washington,
said agents would not interview

any police officer who claims he
was under pressure to cooperate.

“Their cooperatmn is strictly

voluntary,” Jones said. “They are
not compelled to talk ttf us. If

they don’t want to talk with us,

we record that fact, but that’s
it”

Carlos Fernandez, an FBI
spokesman in Washington, D.C.,
said agents involved in the King
investigation would prepare an
initial report within 21 working
days.

He would not comment specif-

ically on the King case, but said
that Justice Department officials

generally use such reports to de-
termine if further criminal inves-
tigation is necessary.

;

Assistant U.S. Attorney Mi-
chael W. Emmick, chief of thp
Public Corruption and Govern-
ment Fraud unit in Los Angeles,
said local prosecutors are assist-
ing a team ofJustice Department
lawyers dispatched from Washr
ington to oversee the King inves-
tigation.

Emmick said the government
generally has the power to issue
grand jury subpoenas in cases
where witnesses are reluctant to*

testify. He would not say whether
federal officials are considering
issuing such subpoenas in the
King case.

Daily News staff writers Jaxon
Van Derbeken, Rick Orlov and
John Polich contributed to this
story.
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am calm,
™e: CHIEF: "I AM CALM,

COLLECTED, AT EASE"

:

collected,

at ease’
By Howard S. Gantman
COPLEY NEWS SERVICE

Los Angeles Police

Chief Daryl Gates said

Wednesday he regrets

calling the beating of Rodr
ney King by police officers

an “aberration” and hopes
the city’s leaders can put
politics aside so he can

have a chance to restore ^
the LAPD’s battered im-

"

age.

In an interview, Gates
told Copley News Service

that despite growing pres-

. sure from Mayor Tom
Bradley and other city of-

ficials for him to step

down, he still- has no im-

mediate plains to retire.

Even with the depart-

ment inundated by com-
plaints about the King in-

cident, the 64-year-old
chief said, “I don’t have a

siege mentality at all. I am
calm, collected, at ease.”

Wearing a navy blue
sports jacket, white shirt

and gray slacks with a

Character: CIVIL RIGHTS
or

Classification:

Submitting Office:

LOS ANGELES

80-33B

blue-striped tie, royal LAPD
blue hanky and a Drug Aware-
ness and Resistance Education
jpin' in his lapel. Gates sat at a
table decked with letters from
'what he calls “a silent majori-

ty”* who continue to support
him.

Top-ranking officers, secre-
taries and clerks in his outer
office all wore metal “blue-
ribbon” pins to show support
46r the chief and signs were
placed strategically around the
xoom proclaiming: “We support
Chief Gates.”

j i

:
' But the chief — who cele-

brated his 13th anniversary as

head of the Los Angeles Police

Department on Sunday with a
rally by some 3,000 supporters

— said he was not “orchestrat-

ing1” a public relations cam-
paign to counter the anti-Gates

efforts.

Restore confidence

Gates spoke for an hour
about a wide range of subjects

after a morning news confer-

ence where he announced a 10-

point plan to help restore pub-
lic confidence in the LAPD.
At the news conference, he

declined to discuss Councilman
Michael Woo’s call earlier

Wednesday for his resignation

and stressed the positive results

he hoped to get from his new
plan. But he later spoke can-
didly about the drive to force

him from office. .

The chief noted that Sima,
his wife of 21 years, had asked
him repeatedly to retire before
the March 3 King incident
sparked a national outrage.

But he believes stepping
down now would be a disservice

to both the 8,300 LAPD officers

and law enforcement supporters
throughout the city.

“I have to admit it has not
been an easy job. ... I have a
vision of how to deal with crime
in this state and I think across

the nation. I had hoped that

FBI/ DOJ



was going to be my final effort,”

Gates said.

‘Using some of my ideas’

“I didn’t think it was going to

take too long to do that. I know
we have a governor who was
willing to because he was fid-

ready using some of my ideas in

his approach to things.”

Gates said he “had no idea

that something like this would
come along and change things

so dramatically.”

Gates attributed the seem-
ingly unending furor over the'

beating to a combination of the

repeated airing of the videotape

that showed policemen striking

King more than 56 times and
surprise that the incident in-

volved officers from the LAPD,
which was considered by many
a “model department.”

“I don’t think anyone in the

world expected that it could

happen in LAPD and I think

their shock was enormous,”
Gates said. “I was horribly

shocked that it was happening,

but the fact that my officers

were doing it, I still don’t be-

lieve that.

#
“It is just almost I can’t be-

lieve it and that is why I came

up with that aberration (state-

. ment). I wish I had chosen an-

other word, but I don’t think it

would have made any differ-

ence. If I had chosen another

word, they would have just;

jumped on whatever word I

used.”
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A five-member panel to be formed to study the police

department's training and procedures relating to use of

force.

The department’s chief psychologist to prepare a profile of

the officers involved in the Rodney King incident.

Cmdr. Mike Bostic to examine the department’s use offeree

policies, procedures and training, and to compare them to

complaints of excessive force.

Cmdr. Rick Dinse, of the chiefs office, to act as Gates’
representative for both the criminal and administrative in-

vestigations, to act as a liaison between the department
and other agencies conducting those probes.

Develop a high-ranking command duty officer program, in

which a command officer would be assigned during night

and morning watch shifts to oversee and inspect field

operations, making unannounced inspections.

Implement a 24-hour hot line telephone number — (800)
339-6868 — that can be called by anyone in. the 213 or

818 area codes, starting Friday afternoon. The hot line

number to be staffed by Internal Affairs Division personnel

to field complaints of excessive force by police.

m£f\ -[jV ! I^
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City Hall: Fellow councilmen i
Braude and Yaroslavsky take

similar, but softer, stands. Chief

says criticism distracts the LAPD.

By GLENN F. BUNTING
TIMES STAFF WRITER

The political pressure on Police Chief
Daryl F. Gates intensified Wednesday as

Councilman Michael Woo became the first

city official to demand that Gates resign
over the Rodney G. King beating.

Woo's call for Gates' ouster is the first

sign that the solid support the chief has
enjoyed from the City Council is beginning
to erode. He was quickly followed by
Councilman Marvin Braude, who said at a
news conference that he would like to see
the chief step aside.

Two other council members said in

interviews that they want Gates to resign,

but are not yet prepared to say so publicly.

And Councilman Zev Yaroslavsky, who *

previously said he did not think Gates
should resign over the King incident,

changed course on Wednesday. “I think
the chief should retire in August when he
turns 65," Yaroslavsky said. >

Lining up council support is part of an
ongoing behind-the-scenes campaign by
the mayor's office to force. Gates out, said

City Hall sources familiar with the effort.

Woo acknowledged that he had talked with
Deputy Mayor Mark Fabiani about Gates,
but said the mayor's office did not influence

his decision. Braude said he has had no
contact with anyone in the mayor's office.

Fabiani, who is directing the campaign to
oust Gates, met on Wednesday with a
prominent black and Latino religious group
that is scheduled to push on Friday for

Gates to quit.
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Mayor Tom Bradley kept up the pressure
Wednesday, telling reporters that Gates
must remove himself “from the center of
this controversy" before a healing process
between the Police Department and the
-community can begin.

Woo, who has aspirations to run for
mayor in 1993, hastily arranged his press
conference Wednesday morning before

*- Braude was scheduled to make a statement
about the chief.

“The time has come for Chief Gates to
resign," Woo said flatly. “If Chief Gates
does not resign, the Police Commission
should initiate proceedings to dismiss him."
While Woo “has a right to his opinion,"

Gates said Wednesday, calls for his resig-
nation are not productive and distract the
Police Department from its responsibilities.

Gates said he had read Braude's statement
and pointed out that the councilman did not
specifically call for him to resign. *

Gates also went on the offensive
Wednesday and in doing so seized some
political initiative from the mayor's office.

He announced a 10-point plan to* restore
public confidence in the Police Department
that includes establishing a panel, headed
by retired California Supreme Court Jus-
tice John Arguelles, to study police training

APR f 3 1991
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and procedures on the use of force.
" The mayor's office, as part of its

effort to put pressure on Gates, has

been working to form an independ-

ent citizens panel patterned after

t-he Knapp Commission, which in-

vestigated police corruption in

&ew York City two decades ago.

Bradley said Wednesday that he

plans to appoint the blue-ribbon

commission, which, would investi-

gate the Police Department, some-

time next week.

j

“[Gates] beat them to the

punch,” said one police lieutenant

who is familiar with the Gates plan

qnd asked not to be named. “He's

going to have his own Knapp
Commission.”

T he five-member group ap-

pointed by Gates, which he

’called the “Arguelles Panel,” also

includes James Zumberge, retiring

president of the University of

Southern California. The three re-

maining members will be an-

nounced later.

Gates' panel does not conflict

with the citizens commission that

the mayor's office is putting to-

gether, Bradley said. The mayor’

added that he is not yet ready to

name his panel but pledged it

would be a group of “independent,

credible members . . . whose rep-

utations are beyond question or

reproach.”

;
The citizens panel is just one of

several strategies designed by
Deputy Mayor Fabiani to exert so

much political and public pressure

on Gates that he will give up his

$168,000-a-yearjob.

These include naming activist

.and civil libertarian Stanley Shein-

baum, a Gates critic, to fill one of

two vacancies on
v
the Police Com-

mission, and on Tuesday replacing

one of five Civil Service commis-

sioners who eventually could de-

termine whether Gates should be

disciplined or fired.

C ouncil President John Ferraro

said it is clear to him that both

appointments reflect political

“scheming” by the mayor's office.

He suggested that the council

should consider rejecting Shein-

baum and labor lawyer Larry Dra-

sin, the mayor's nominee -to the

Civil Service Commission.
'

“It seems like it's a concerted

effort to pack the commissions,

with people who might not look at

this openly and be prejudiced

against the chief when they ar-

rive,” said Ferraro, who supports

Gates.

Bradley, who has denied any
attempt by the mayor's office to
get Gates to quit, also rejected
suggestions that the two commis-
sion appointments were politically

motivated. “There has been no
desire whatsoever to load up . . .

any commission,” the mayor said.

He urged council members to
“wait and hear from the nomi-
nees. . . . Those are carefully con -

* sidered nominations [that] I think
are going to stand up.”

Fabiani, the mayor's chief of
staff, met Wednesday with repre-

*

sentatives of the church-based
Southern California Organizing
Committee, who have scheduled a
Friday press conference to demand
Gates' resignation, said spokesman
Rev. David O'Connell.

Group officials, who say they
represent 83,000 families in the
southern sections of Los Angeles,
discussed with Fabiani “what we
would be working for in the next
f£w months,” O'Connell said after
the meeting. He said the group's
^tand and the timing of its demand
fbr Gates' resignation were decided
independently of Bradley's office, ,

.

"“We are on our own agenda,” he
said.

The United Neighborhood Or-
ganization, an Eastside sister group
of the Southern California Organ-
izing Committee, has scheduled a
press conference today to demand
that 'Gates resign. United Neigh-,

borhood officials said they were "

not aware of any communications
with Bradley's office.

' Several City Council members
said they have been in touch with
the mayor and Fabiani, and have
been kept abreast of developments
in the movement to dump Gates.

Woo said he phoned Bradley
minutes before his news

conference to make sure that his

call for Gates' ouster would not
interfere with any plans in the
mayor’s office.

Bradley said it was “OK,” Woo
recalled.

Woo said that calling for Gates to

step down “has not been an easy
decision for me.” He cited several

reasons why Gates is' “no longer
capable” of providing moral lead-

ership and setting the right tone
for the conduct of his officers. He
said that Gates has made “com-
ments about Rodney

,
King's past

criminal record, as if it partially

justified the beating.”
'

More troublesome. Woo said, are

the concentrated efforts by Gates
to saye his job rather than “manag-
ing the department.”

“By pitting his personal support-

ers against his critics, Chief Gates
has placed himself at the center of

a fight which threatens to tear this

city apart,” Woasaid. •

Woo scheduled his press confer-

ence to begin 30 minutes before

“Braude's after ; learning that
Braude intended .to make a state-

ment about Gates, City Hall
sources said. But Braude stopped
short of calling for Gates' ouster.

“This has become a major catas-

trophe for the city and a major
disaster for the Los Angeles Police

Department,” Braude said. “I am
deeply concerned with Chief Daryl
Gates' assessment that the beating

-represented a mere aberration.”

Braude said it is clear that the

King episode represents a pattern

of abuse. He said that Gates either

knew such a pattern existed and-

tolerated it—or should have known
about the problem. '

.

Only when repeatedly pressed

by reporters did Braude say that he
- favored the removal of Gates. “I

would like to see him resign, but I

am not demanding his resignation

at this time,” he said.

An effort to recall Gates was
given legal clearance on Wednes-
day by the city attorney's office.

Deputy City Atty. Arthur B. Walsh
wrote in an opinion to the city

clerk that Gates can legally be
recalled, despite laws requiring

employees to receive a hearing

before they are disciplined. Voters

can decide a recall “upon any basis

.
which they see fit,” Walsh wrote.

G ates has been served with a
notice of the recall attempt,

initiated by City Council candidate

Kerman Maddox, and has until

April 5 to submit a 300-word
response, said City Clerk Elias

Martinez. Recall proponents then
have 120 days to collect nearly

64,000 signatures needed to place

the recall question on the ballot.

City law gives the clerk and City

Council up to four months after

that to put the matter before :

;

voters, Martinez said.



Responding to the deep split

between his supporters and ietrac-

tors, Gates said Wednesday: “I am
torn by two groups. That's a diffi-

• cult position to be in. If I go with

one group, I dissatisfy the other

and' vice versa. I respect both

groups and I'm going to try .to be a

very good chief of police as I've

tried for a very long time.”

Views from Los Angeles City Council members on whether Police

Chief Daryl F. Gates should resign:

*2nd District, Joel Wachs: No position.

3rd District, Joy Picus: “I think we're better off if he stays. He can
involve himself in making the changes. He recognizes the

importance of doing it and I think he is committed to doing it.”

*4th District, John Ferraro: “We ought to let Daryl do what he can
to correct the situation. In the long run, we 'will be a better Police

Department.” "
„

5th District, Zev Yaroslavsky: ”1 think the chief should retire in

August when he turns 65.”

*6th District, Ruth Galanter: No position.

7th District, Ernanl Bernard!: “I think something very beneficial

can come from all of this. I'm very optimistic Daryl Gates can be the

key.”

8th District, Robert Farrell: No position.

*10th District, Nate Holden: “I’m neutral. I'm not taking a

_
position.”

11th District, Marvin Braude: “I would like to see him resign, but I

am not demanding his resignation at this time.”

*12th District, Hal Bernson: “I'm not one of those clamoring for his

head. That’s going to be his call. . I think he’s been a good chief.”

13th District, Michael Woo: “The time has come for Chief Gates to

resign. ... If Chief Gates does not resign, the Police Commission
should initiate proceedings to dismiss him.”

*14th District, Richard Alatorre: “I think ultimately that is a
decision he has to make. . . . I

f
question whether so long as he is the .

central point of protest by people whether he can [restore public

confidence].” %
* -

15th District, Joan Milka Flores: “My preference is that the chief

stay. You need someone who is strong, someone who has the

confidence of. his employees, someone who has the understanding

that he has to get to the bottom of this, rather than someone new.”

NOTE: The 1 st District City Council seat has been vacant since Gloria Molina was elected to

the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors. The 9th District Council seat has been vacant

since the death of Gilbert Lindsay.

* Denotes council members currently up for reelection.
‘

Compiled by Times staff writer Glenn F. Bunting
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IQng suspect

in robbery;

clerk shot
1

„ S’

By Howard S. Gantman sf'
COPLEY NEWS SERVICE

*

As embattled Los Angeles
Police Chief Daryl Gates laid

out a plan designed to restore

confidence in the LAPD, police

and prosecutors called for an
1

investigation of Rodney King as

a suspect in an armed robbery
that occurred 10 days before his

videotaped beating by police,

officials said.

King has been identified as a
» suspect in the Feb. 21 holdup of

a Sun Valley video store in
which a store clerk was shot
and wounded, Los Angeles Po-
lice Department officials said
Wednesday.

Police said King’s “name
came up” on Tuesday during an
investigation of the robbery,
but refused to say how he was
identified as a suspect.

Los Angeles police Cmdr.
Rick Dinse, who is heading the

^.department’s investigation of
the King beating, said -that he
contacted the California attor-

ney general’s office on Wednes-
day and asked them to take
over the robbery investigation.

1

On Wednesday, Gates an-
nounced a 10-point plan de-
signed to bolster public confi-

dence in his department and
decrease incidents of police
brutality.

Gates said a key part of his

proposal is the establishment of
an independent panel to study
the department’s training pro-
cedures regarding the use; of
force, examine previous abuse
complaints and recommend im-
provements.

But Mayor Tom Bradley,
' who has repeatedly suggested
that Gates’ resignation would
speed the “healing process” in
Los Angeles, said the new pro-
posal was too little and too late.

“It seems to me that these
are things that were called for a
long time ago; why they have
not been done I don’t know,”

Bradley said. He said he plans
to announce his own blue-
ribbon panel next week and
suggested his would have much
greater authority in reviewing
problems in the 8,300-member
force, ^

_

Gates said retired California
Supreme Court Justice John
Arguelles would chair the panel,
which would include James
Zumberge, retiring USC presi-
dent. Arguelles would also
name three other members
from a cross-section of the com-
munity.

In an interview, Gates said he
had first asked Gov. Pete Wil-
son to name a statewide com-
mission to investigate training
procedures and the excessive
use of force by law enforcement
officers throughout California.
But he said Wilson believed it

should remain a local matter.

. James Lee, a spokesman for
Wilson, concurred with Gates’
assessment, noting that “the
chief asked about the commis-
sion” but the governor conclud-
ed “it was a local intervention
issue and it ought to be dealt
with on that level first.”
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Gates’ announcement re-

ceived a lukewarm reception
from acting Police Commission
President Melanie Lomax, one
of the chiefs harshest critics.

“It doesn’t really address the
very deep-seated doubts and
suspicions about his leadership
and in particular whether or
not he has established or set
the negative hostile tone and
philosophy in terms of the de-
partment,” Lomax said.

Recall may proceed
In a related development,

City Attorney James Hahn is-

sued a formal legal opinion that
a little-known section of the
city Charter allows the recall
for general managers.

Hahn’s ruling cleared the way
for a recall Gates drive set up
by City Council candidate Ker-
man Maddox and a group of
community activists.

#

Maddox needs about 57,000
signatures within four months
of the official start of the recall.

Once the signatures are certi-
fied by the city clerk, the coun-
cil would be required to hold a
special election within 90 days.

Also, an attorney for Rodney
King, whose beating by at least
three police officers as 22 others
watched sparked a national out-
cry, has filed an $83 million fbi/doj

claim against the city on behalf
of King. •



Woo wants Gates out

Earlier in the day, City

Councilman Mike Woo became
the first city elected official to

demand the chief resign.

“The time has come for Chief
Gates to set his personal con-
cerns aside in the best interest

of the Police Department and
to let new leadership restore

public confidence in the men
and women of the LAPD,” Woo
said.

The announcement by Woo
— a possible candidate for

mayor in 1993 — was followed
by statements from at least two
other council members that the
chiefs departure would help
the city move forward following

the controversial beating.

“If Chief Gates decided to re-

sign that might be a useful
thing for him to do,” said

Councilman Marvin Braude,
who stopped just short of de-
manding that Gates step down.
Councilman Zev Yaroslavsky

added: “I would hope the chief

would retire, retire when he
turns 65, he is going to turn 65
in August.”

The mayor, meanwhile,
sought to downplay speculation

he was putting additional pres-

sure on Gates to resign by mov-
ing Civil Service Commissioner
Claire Bronowski to the Munic-
ipal Auditorium Commission
and replacing her with Law-
rence Drasin.

“There has been no desire

whatsoever, as you put it, to
load up any commission,” Brad-
ley said.

Drasin is a labor lawyer with
close ties to Los Angeles Coun-
ty Federation of Labor leader

Bill Robinson, a staunch ally of
the mayor, who has called for

Gates’ resignation.

‘Stacking the deck’

But several council members
said it appeared that Bradley
was “stacking the deck” against

Gates and suggested they may
turn down the mayor’s commis-
sion changes.

“I’m tired of the scheming
and pleading that is going on in

the mayor’s office. I don’t think

it is fair and I think the council

has to take initiative and reject

some of these new appoint-
ments,” Council President John
Ferraro said.

Councilwoman Joan Milke
Flores, meanwhile, sought to

counter the anti-Gates furor.

“My preference would be
that the chief stayed and make
the necessary changes in the

department,” Flores said.
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Gates Offers Plan to Revive

Confidence in theLAPD
Police: Ex-state Justice Arguelles will head panel

examining misconduct. Rights leaders criticize program. !

By HECTOR TOBAR
TIMES STAFF WRITER

In a sweeping program to restore

confidence in a Police Department
tarnished by the videotaped beat-

ing of Rodney G. King, Chief Daryl

F. Gates announced Wednesday a

10-point plan to examine the caus-

KING INVESTIGATED
New armed robbery allegations

against beating victim Rodney
King are being investigated. B1

es of police misconduct and im-
prove community relations.

Gates said he has asked retired

state Supreme Court Justice John
Arguelles to chair a five-member
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panel that will examine incidents in

which officers have used excessive

force and recommend reforms of

LAPD policies.

. Other elements of the plan in-

clude a psychological profile of

officers who commit violent acts

and an extensive review of depart-

ment training procedures..

“We must look for any and all

conditions that may have contrib-

uted to the development of atti-

tudes and patterns of behavior that

could have led to this kind of gross

misconduct/
1

Gates said.

The chief added that the Police

Department must develop im-
proved methods for teaching re-

cruits “a reverence for the law”
and “a more compassionate_under-

standing” of the city's cultural

diversity.

High-ranking department offi-

cials said the plan was the product
of 2V£ weeks of meetings between
the chief and his top assistants as

the department attempts to-re-
' spond to one of the worst crises in

its recent history.

One of the LAPD officials in-

volved in drafting the plan, Cmdr.
Bob Gil of the press relations

section, said the beating Jiad

prompted a much-needed self-re-

fiection within the department.

Gil said the department recog-
nizes it has its share of bad officers.

“Officers are found guilty of a
whole range of things,” he said.

“We discipline those people; it

exists. This [the King beating]

shows that things were getting a
little lax. . . . Something hap-
pened here. Let's look at our-

selves.”

Gates and the Police Department
have come under intense criticism

since the March 3 beating of King,

whQ was struck more than 50 times

by officers wielding batons. Re-
corded on videotape, the incident

has become a national symbol of

police brutality, prompting calls for

Gates to resign.

The Los Angeles County Grand
Jury indicted four officers in the

incident on March 15.
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‘ The measures announced
Wednesday by Gates were almost

immediately criticized by civil

rights leaders who have called for

the chief to step down from the

post he has held for 13 years.

^ ^T’hese are minor, insignificant

A steps, designed to quell the

calls for Chief Gates' resignation,”

said Ramona Ripston of the Ameri-
can Civil Liberties Union.

“We welcome any changes that

the Los Angeles Police Depart-

ment is going to implement to

make itself more responsible to this,

community,” Ripston continued.

“However, this does nothing to

solve the problems of the depart-

ment. The department needs new,
vigorous leadership with innova-

tive ideas about policing.”

In a 'tacit admission that the

public has lost confidence in the

department's ability to police itself,

the chiefs 10-point program in-

cludes sending teams of police

supervisors to make unannounced
spot checks on field officers. The
program will also establish a toll-

free telephone hot line for citizens

to report complaints of excessive

force.

Other elements of the program
announced by Gates*.

• Dr. Martin Reiser, the depart-

ment's chief psychologist, will pro-

file officers involved in the King
beating and other cases of police

abuse. His findings will be used in

the department's screening of new
recruit?.

• The department will strength-

en its system of random monitoring
of both voice and computer com-
munications between officers.

Some of the officers who partici- k

pated in the King beating were
found to have made racial slurs in

computer messages just before the

incident.

• The LAPD's Planning and Re-
search Division will conduct quar-



terly opinion surveys in each of the

department’s 18 divisions for public

“feedback” on police services.

• Renewed discussions with the

federal government to “commit a

significant amount of resources” to

the development of new police

technology that will provide “more
modern, non-lethal alternatives to

. . .the club and pistol.”

• Cmdr. Rick Dinse, formerly a

captain in the San Fernando Val-

ley, has been assigned as the

chiefs “personal, full-time” liaison

to the government agencies—in-

cluding the FBI—conducting in-

vestigations of the King beating.

• Cmdr. Mike Bostic, currently

acting chief of operations in the

South Bureau, will lead a review of

the department’s training proce-

dures. Bostic will also study police

training methods in cities across

the country.

Mayor Tom Bradley praised ele-

ments of Gates’ program but said it

was overdue, 'while some civil

rights groups said the plan falls

woefully short of the reforms

needed to prevent future incidents

of brutality.

“While I am pleased that the

chief is looking at these kinds of

things, my only concern is it seems

to me that these are things that

were called for a long -time ago,”

Bradley said at a press conference

Wednesday.
“As to why they have not been

done, I do not know,” Bradley

continued. “I think his efforts to

have an independent committee

take a look at some aspects of

excessive use of force is benefi-

cial.” •

Danny Bakewell, president of

the Brotherhood Crusade, an Afri-

can-American civic organization,

called Gates’ program “too little,

too late.”

H e said his organization will

continue to call for Gates to

resign.

Gates said the Arguelles com-
mittee will act independently from

a similar review panel soon to be

established by Mayor Bradley.

Arguelles, a 63-year-old Irvine

resident, was appointed to the
r Supreme Court in 1987 by Gov.

f
George Deukmejian. He served two

\ years before retiring in March,

1989.

“I know John Arguelles,” Gates

said. “He’s a tough guy, a tough-
* minded guy. They’re not going to

sugarcoat anything and I don’t

want them to.”

Arguelles said he first met Gates

in 1989 at a Police Academy lunch-

eon honoring the Hispanic Com-
mand Officers Assn., a group of

’.Latino LAPD supervisors at the

rank of lieutenant and above. Ar-

guelles was the principal speaker

at the luncheon.

Arguelles said his committee will

avoid discussion of the King beat-

ing, choosing to focus instead on

Police Department training meth-

ods in general and other cases of

police brutality that have cost the

city millions of dollars in court

settlements.

“I hope we can disengage our-

selves from all the politics over

whether Chief Gates should re-

sign,” Arguelles sdW Wednesday
from his Orange County law office.

“I was born in the city of Los

Angeles,” Arguelles said in ex- -

plaining why he had accepted the

post. “It’s a wonderful city and it’s

going to have a Police Department

as long as it’s a city. If it has

deficiencies, we want to find them
and batten down the hatches.

Let the chips fall where they may.'”

Gates said that Dr. James Zum-
berge, retired president, of USC,
had also agreed to serve as a

member of the panel.

As Gates made his recommenda-
tions at a crowded downtown news
conference, investigations into the

King beating continued.

FBI agents and* Los Angeles
* County district attorney’s investi-

gators—sometimes working to-

gether-renewed their efforts to

interview police officers assigned

to the Foothill Division in the

.North San Fernando Valley, where
the March 3 incident took place.

A Justice Department source

said the FBI intends to finish its

investigation of possible civil rights

violations this week, after being

met with resistance by many of the

division's 246 officers who were

advised by their union to seek

immunity before talking. Only a

handful of officers have agreed to

be interviewed.

The 14 district attorney investi-

gators assigned to the King case

are concentrating their efforts on

the 17 uniformed officers who
watched the beating but did not

intervene. They are reviewing

these officers’ actions in other

cases, sources close to the case

said, and are trying to determine

whether still other officers might

have participated in an attempted
cover-up of the incident.

“The district attorney’s investi-

gation is into the Rodney King
incident and any officers who may
be involved as principals or acces-

sories,” said spokeswoman Sandi
Gibbons. She said it does not paral-

lel the broad federal inquiry into

whether a pattern of racism and
police brutality exists.

Late Tuesday, attorneys for

King filed an $83-million claim

with the city of Los Angeles,
naming the four indicted officers as

“perpetrators” in the beating. If

r the claim is not settled within 45

.days, King can file a lawsuit..
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VideotapeHaunts Officers

WhoWere atBeatingScene ,

By LESLIE.BERGER
TIMES STAFF WRITER

One says he cannot fall asleep

without the image of “that video-

tape*' appearing before his eyes,

while another fights tears as he
speaks of how mixed up he is.

Another officer with less than a

year's experience in the field di-

rected traffic yards away while

Rodney G. King was beaten. Still

another Los Angeles police officer,

his voice tight with tension before

slamming down the phone, said of

his life since the March 3 incident:

“It’s been like . . .hell.”

However peripheral their roles

that night, no matter their inexpe-

rience or subsequent anguish, 17

officers who allegedly stood by
while colleagues beat a motorist

now find themselves the focus of

investigations.

Most of those officers contacted

refused to be interviewed, and
several clearly resent being in-

volved in the King investigation. “I

am fed up with this crap!” said one
officer when reached by phone. “I

did nothing wrong! . . . I didn’t see

anything! And I’m being hung like

everybody else!”

But two Los Angeles Police De-
partment patrolmen, who spoke
last week on the condition of

anonymity, offered a look at their

side of the story and its emotional

toll.

“I’m definitely losing sleep over

this,” one of the officers said. “The
first thing you see when you close

your eyes at night—and the first

thing you see when you keep
waking up all during the night—is
that videotape.”

“I’ve never been in any trouble

myself and this has just been a real

stressful incident,” the other offi-

cer said.

“It’s all I hear about,” he contin-

ued, shifting anxiously from one
foot to another and pausing often,

as if to hold back tears. “Every-
where I go people talk about this.

Everything I turn on . . . they're

talking about it. It’s just hard to.

escape it.”

Speaking at their homes, the two
officers said they and other officers

arrived at staggered times as they
responded to a call for backup and
saw only portions of King’s arrest.

At least five of the officers on the

scene were still on probation be-

cause they had less than a year’s

experience in the field and were
there with their training officers,,

they noted.

Both also said they have learned

more from newspapers, television

and the videotape than from per-

sonal observation. One maintained
that by the time he got there, he
saw nothing he considered improp-
er.

.“At the point I arrived, I didn’t'

see anything incorrect. What I saw
was a person already *tased,' and
he was being given orders to lay

down and put his hands behind his

back, and he wasn’t doing that,”

the officer said, referring to a Taser
gun.

“I only saw three or four hits

with a baton, then they stopped,”

the officer continued, adding that

those blows—the tail end of a

beating consisting of an alleged 56

blows—were delivered to King’s'

legs and thighs. “Nothing out of

policy with that,” the officer said.

The officer spoke of how the

average citizen does not under-,

stand the realities of a police offi-

cer's work and “the dirty,* rotten,

nasty stuff you have to do to people

in a fight.

“Some of it looks pretty bad,”
v

the officer said of the videotape.

“Beating with a baton does not

look nice but unfortunately it’s

something we have* to do some-
times to take someone into custo-

dy,” he said.

“We’re not paid to get hurt or to

get killed. Tina was killed three

weeks ago,” he continued, in refer-

ence to slain Los Angeles police-'

woman Tina Kerbrat, “and .every-

one, has forgotten all about her
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now, haven’t they?”
All told, 25 officers from three

different agencies—the Los Angel-
es Police Department, the Califor-

nia Highway Patrol, and the Los
Angeles Unified School District—
were at the scene. Four LAPD
officers have already been indicted

for the beating; two LAPD officers

were in a helicopter overhead, and
two more are believed to have
remained in their cars—leaving 13

LAPD officers, two CHP officers,

and two officers for the school

district as bystanders, according to

LAPD Cmdr. Rick Dinse, who has
been supervising the department’s
investigations.

“We’re going to see just who has
culpability here and fairly and
objectively evaluate each person's

actions,” Dinse said Wednesday.
'

FBI/DOJ
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FBI Probe Must Push Forward
The U. S. Justice Depart-

ment must seize an important

opportunity to help restore

public confidence in the Los
Angeles Police Department in

‘the wake of the Rodney King
beating.

Police Chief Daryl Gates has
announced his own plan to

evaluate and improve police

services. But outside, inde-

pendent authorities familiar

with law enforcement, such as

the FBI, can do a better job of

examining the LAPD’s system
to determine if problems exist

with training, discipline or the

chain of command.
The FBI began investigat-

ing the King incident shortly

after a videotape of the beat-

ing was widely televised. The
quick response was unusual

because federal authorities

typically wait until local

probes and prosecutions have

been completed. But the King
case warranted special atten-

tion, and the FBI probe now
includes contacting all* 246
officers in the LAPD’s Foot-

hill Division.

, As many as .21 LAPD offi-

cers were at the beating
scene, and additional officers

participated in an exchange of

derogatory messages on pa-
trol car computers that same
night. That raises troubling

questions. Was the verbal be-
havior consistent with the
physical behavior in the King
case? Did officers feel free to

joke about racial groups, or

the use of force, in transmis-

sions? Was this a callous dis-

regard of department policy?

Were there no sanctions for

making such comments? The
answers are best obtained by
independent investigators.

Many officers have refused

to cooperate with the FBI
without guarantees of immu-
nity from future prosecution.

Officers have the right not to

make statements, but federal

investigators must not be de-

terred by efforts to close

ranks and stymie the probe.

The FBI investigation is not

a fishing expedition. It was
prompted by a specific crime.

To determine whether dis-

criminatory patterns or poli-

cies led to that incident or

other incidents that may have
denied suspects -their civil

rights, federal agents must
interview as many officers as

possible.

The King case is an extreme
'

example of what many minor-
ities have complained about
for years, and not just in Los
Angeles. A speedy and thor-

ough federal probe could help

assuage the national outrage.
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MINIMIZE FALLOUT FROM
KING BEATING

By JOSH MEYER
TIMES STAFF WRITER

As the national controversy brewed
over the beating of Rodney G. King at
the hands of some Los Angeles police

officers, Santa Monica Police Chief James
F. Keane began getting messages of
support from members of his own com-
munity.

Keep up the good work, some people
told the chief. Don’t let the Los Angeles
Police Department controversy get you
down, said others.

Keane had ail the messages, many of
which arrived via the city's innovative

public computer network, printed up
together, and made sure they were read
aloud at roll calls and meetings so that
every one of his department's 161 sworn
officers could hear them.

F earing that the resulting cloud over
the LAPD might spread west to his

department, Keane said he wanted to

make sure his officers knew that they
were not viewed with scorn and suspi-

cion by everyone in the community. ‘Tin
sure the officers on the street get [angry]

comments made at them," Keane said

this week. “So I think these messages
were appreciated."
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As Los Angeles police try to weather
the turbulence that has come with the
King beating and the furor it has created,

Keane and the police chiefs of the
Westside's other two independent police

forces—in Beverly Hills and Culver
City—said this week that they have felt

the need to address the issue as well.

So far, four LAPD officers have been
charged and entered not guilty pleas in

the March 3 beating of King. As the
investigations continue, the incident has
exposed an undercurrent of tension be-
tween the LAPD and segments of the
community it protects.

LAPD officers say their rules of en-

gagement have informally changed since

the videotape of King's beating became
national news. They say they have tried

to be more cautious and even more
courteous, perhaps, and that they have
encountered more hostility than usual
from the public.

I
n the relatively peaceful enclaves of

Santa Monica, Beverly Hills and Cul-
ver City, however, the police chiefs say
that much of that tension is, and always
has been, absent.

Each of the three police forces has
fewer than 200 officers, compared to

more than 8,300 on the Los Angel-
es force. Each department is there-
fore far easier to manage, with
much more direct, supervision of
officers. The three cities are con-
siderably more affluent and less

.
vulnerable to violent crime than
Los Angeles, and citizens are ap-
preciative that serious crimes in
many cases actually has decreased
during the past few years, the
chiefs said.

K eane, Beverly Hills Police
Chief Marvin D. Iannone and

Culver City Police Chief Ted Cooke
said their departments have taken
no special measures or issued any
directives in the wake of the LAPD
controversy.

Iannone and Cooke said they too
have talked to their troops in an
effort to keep morale up, and to
remind them of the need to make
sure the appropriate use of force
never escalates into police brutali-



Keane brought re LAPD
controversy in meetings with his

training officers because, he said,

''I wanted to make sure that noth-

ing even close to that happens in

this department.”

"It's certainly a black mark on
law enforcement,” Keane said of

the videotaped beating. "I was on
the streets 20 years, and I never
saw anything like that my entire

career.”

I
annone and Cooke both served

as high-ranking LAPD officers

before taking over their depart-

ments, and both refused to com-
ment on the King incident.

Because of the international al-

lure of Beverly Hills, its 132 police

officers are constantly -in the spot-

light, and have endured controver-

sies in the past. The Zsa Zsa Gabor
cop-slapping trial, for one, made

headlines around the world, lan-

none said.

And although he always stresses

the "ever-present necessity for

doing the job professionally,” Ian-

none said he and his lieutenants

"have tried to drive that message
home" doubly hard in recent
weeks.
"We've talked about this, but we

haven't experienced anything pro-

foundly negative,” Iannone said.

"The citizens treat us very well,

and we try to reciprocate.”

The Culver City Police Depart-

ment is especially sensitive to its

image in the community, Cooke
said. His department has been sued
for alleged brutality, and a federal

judge late last year cleared the way
for a constitutional challenge to a
department policy that limits the

ability of citizens to register com-
plaints of police brutality or mis-

conduct.

The lawsuit, which accuses Cul-

ver City police of violating a West
Los Angeles man's civil rights, is

expected to get under way as early

as next week.

C ooke said he has seen no need
to tell his 117 officers to do

anything different in the wake of

the LAPD incident, except that

they should expect some adverse

and unwarranted media publicity

and reactions from the public,

"Nothing has happened in the

last few weeks that indicates any
kind of a substantial problem in

law enforcement or in this depart-

ment,” Cooke said.
*

"But when anyone of us does

anything wrong we have legions of

people that say . . . it was all the

police's fault. It is popular to hate

police officers.

"We have to deal with this. I tell

[the officers] that they have to

expect it, that they are not going to

be appreciated.”
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By Jaxon Van Derbeken
and Karen Nikos

. Daily News Staff Writers

Los Angeles police and prose-

cutors have asked the California

attorney general to investigate

Rodney Glen King as a suspect in

an armed robbery that occurred
10 days before his videotaped
beating by police, officials said

Wednesday.
King has been identified as a

suspect in the Feb. 2 1 holdup ofa
Sun Valley video store in which a
store clerk was shot and wound-
ed, Los Angeles Police Depart-

‘ment officials said.

Police said King’s “name came
up” Tuesday during an investiga-

tion of the robbery, but refused
to say how he was identified as a

suspect.

LAPD Cmdr. Rick Dinse, who
is heading the department’s in-

vestigation of the King beating, ^

said he contacted the Attorney
General’s Office on Wednesday
and asked that it take over-the
robbery investigation.

Both the U.S. Justice Depart-
ment and the District Attorney’s
Office are investigating the Foot-
hill Division, where both the
beating and the holdup took
place.

-
“There is a crime report, and

Mr. King is a suspect bnlt,”
Dinse said.

“I have requested the attorney
general take over the case to
avoid the problems of appear-
ance of conflict of interest, in all

•fairness to Mr. King and the de-
partment,” he said.

“I have no doubt that our in-

vestigators are perfectly able to
.conduct the investigation,” Dinse
added. “But we’re trying to de-
crease the perception that this de-
partment is out to get Mr. King. I

think that the Attorney General’s
Office is the way to do that.”
The Los Angeles County Dis-

trict Attorney’s Office agreed
•with the decision to call in state
prosecutors, a spokeswoman
said.

“We have told the Los Angeles
Police Department that it is not
the appropriate agency to be in-

vestigating this matter,” said
Sandi GibBbns, a spokeswoman

SEARCHED ^ INDEXED

SERIAU2ED___ WL FILED _

,
APR 8 1991

FBI — LOS ANGELES /

1

for District Attorney Ira Reiner.
“We believe the investigation

should be done by the State De-
partment of Justice,” Gibbons
said.

Officials in the California At-
torney General’s Office refused
to discuss the case.

King, who is on parole for us-
ing a tire iron to rob a Monterey
Park grocer in 1 989, could not be
reached for comment.
His attorney, who has filed an

$83 million claim against the city
for injuries suffered by King dur-
ing his March 3 beating at the
hands of police, said he was un-
aware ofthe new allegation.

“My client has not told me of
any involvement in the case,”
said attorney* Steven Lerman.
“We don’t know about it.”

Police officials initially de-
clined to identify the video store,

but Dinse confirmed information
obtained by the Daily News that
it was the Vjdeo All Stars store
on Glenoafo 'Boulevard in Sun

-Ipr* I



Since Rodney King is a victim in one
(case) and a possible suspect in another,

we thought it would be better ifan
outside agency should do the

investigation.
”

— Capt. William Gartland
Head of the LAPD’s robbery-homicide division

Valley. said.

Marcos Kaffdos, who owned Capt. William Gartland, who
the store at the time of the rob- heads the LAPD’s robbeiy-homi-
bery but has since sold it, said in cide division, said the weapon
an interview that a black man used in the robbery was either a
armed with a gun entered the sawed-offshotgun or a rifle,

store in the early afternoon on Gartland said that infohnation
Feb- 21. linking King to the case was un-
The robber fired a shot that hit ' covered Tuesday by Foothill Di-

one of two women who were vision investigators,
working in the store, said Kaff- “People in Foothill called yes-
dos, who was not present at the terday and asked us to take over
time of the robbery. The woman the case,” Gartland said,
is still recovering from a wound “Since Rodney King is a vic-
to the left shoulder, Kaffdos tim in one (case) and ^possible

"suspect in another, we thought’ it

would be better if an outside
agency should do the investiga-
tion,” Gartland said. :

si ‘

King, who was paroled on Dec.
27, was reported speeding bii

March 3 by California Highway
Patrol officers, who began a
chase that ended when he pulled
over in Lake View Terrace. "

.

At least 2 1 LAPD officers were
at the scene, and some of them
beat and kicked King while other
officers watched. : ^

The scene was captured on vid-
eotape by an amateur photogra-
pher, and has caused a nation-
wide uproar over police brutality
that has led to increasing

. pressure for the resignation of
Police ChiefDaryl F. Gates.
A grandjury has indicted a ser-

geant and three officers on As-
sault and other felony charges.
Those officers pleaded not guilty
Tuesday and ordered to returnko
court today for scheduling bf

- their trial. i

Rodney Glen King
"State asked to probe robbery
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By Patrick McGreevy
and Rick Orlov

Daily News Staff Writers

Calls for Police Chief Daryl F.

Gates to resign widened Wednes-
day with Councilman Mike Woo
becoming the first council mem-
ber to demand that Gates quit

and Councilman Marvin Braude
saying he would “like to see him
resign.”

A recall drive against Gates
gained strength when City Attor-

ney James Hahn issued an opin-

ion saying the City Charter does

allow an initiative ballot measure
to oust the police chief.

Woo — who tangled publicly

with Gates at a council meeting

last week — said Gates was not

capable of rebuilding the depart-

ment’s tarnished image in the

wake of the police beating of
Rodney Glen King following a

March 3 traffic stop in Lake
View Terrace.

“The chief of police has a

higher responsibility to provide

moral leadership for the depart-

ment and to set the right tone for

the conduct of his officers,” Woo
said. “Today, Chief Gates is no
longer capable of providing that

moral leadership.”

The beating of King, an unem-
ployed black construction work-

er, by Los Angeles Police Depart-

ment officers has raised new
concerns about racism in the de-

partment, and Woo said that as

long as Gates remains on the job

he threatens to divide the city.

“Chief Gates is concentrating

his effort into saving his job,

which instead should be put into

managing the department and
making changes which would re-

store public’s confidence,”

Wr x said at a news conference.

fhe chief has been “pitting his
*
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personal supporters against his

critics . . . (in) a fight which
threatens to tear this city apart,”

Woo said. If Gates continues to

resist calls for his resignation, the

. Police Commission should re-

move him, he said.

Gates responded at a later

news conference that he is trying

to get back to running the Police

Department and would not be

sidetracked by calls for his resig-

nation.

“Everybody has their opinion.

Councilman Woo has his opin-

ion,” Gates said.

Braude suggested that Gates*

resignation would be best for the

city but stopped short of calling

on Gates to resign outright —
echoing the. stance taken by
Mayor Tom Bradley.

“I would like to see him resign

but I will not demand his resigna-

tion at this time,” Braude said.

No other council members
have called on Gates to resign, al-

though Councilman Zev Yaro-
slavsky said he hopes Gates re-

tires in August when he turns 65.

“It would be appropriate to an-

nounce the retirement now,”
Yaroslavsky said. “If he an-
nounced it now, it might enable

the city to put itself back togeth-

cr.”

When told ofWoo’s statement,

Bradley again refused to demand
the chiefs resignation, but re-

peated his statement that the city

cannot recover from the incident

with Gates at the helm of the

LAPD.
“It is my judgment that in

order for the healing process to

effectively begin there must be
retirement of the chief, (his) re-

moval from the center of this

controversy before that process

can begin,” Bradley said.

' The mayor bridled when asked

why Gates should resign when
the mayor didn’t step down two
years ago when he was the subject



“ChiefGates is

.
concentrating his

effort into saving
his job, which

instead should be
put into managing
the department and
making changes
which would

restore the public's

confidence.
— Michael Woo

City councilman

SB
of a city investigation into his fi-

nancial dealings.
* Bradley said that the city attor-

ney cleared him of wrongdoing
and that the circumstances were
different.

“I don’t believe there was the

same public outcry,” he said.

“The call for resignation when it

was with regard to my case came
from a few people who were not
willing to wait for the facts to

come in. In this case there’s a
huge storm of protest that exists

out there and I think there’s a
clear distinction.”

Bradley also denied that his re-

placement of Civil Service Com-
missioner Clare Bronowski with
labor lawyer Larry Drasin on
Tuesday was a political move to

set up the commission so it

would be more likely to fire

.Gates.

“There has been no desire
whatsoever to load up, as you put
it, any commission,” Bradley
said.

Woo said he reached his deci-

sion to demand the chiefs resig-

nation late Tuesday, after review-

ing a report that less than
one-third of police misconduct
cases are investigated by the
LAPD Internal Affairs Division.

The councilman, considered a
possible mayoral candidate in

1993, denied any political moti-
vation.

However, Woo did acknowl-
edge that a sharp exchange hel

had with Gates last week during a
City Council meeting played a
role.

In that exchange, Gates reacted

angrily when Woo asked if the

chiefwas threatening to withhold

police services from council
members who criticize Gates.

. “That is the most insulting

thing I’ve heard on this council
floor in all of the time I’ve been
here and I’ve been here a lot

longer than you’ve been alive,”

Gates told Woo on March 20.

Other council members contin-

ued to either stay neutral or to

support Gates.

Council members Joan Milke
Flores, Hal Bemson, Nate Hoi:
den and John Ferraro said
Wednesday that Gates is the best

person to make sure changes are

made in department policy and
practice to prevent a repeat ofan
incident like the King beating.

Councilmen Joel Wachs aWd
Robert Farrell said they will not
call for Gates to quit while the
Police Commission still is inves-

tigating the King incident and
studying possible reforms. !

A recall effort against Gates :
al-

ready has been started by a group
led by Kerman Maddox, a candi-

date in the 8th District City
Council race. Backers must col-

lect 57,000 signatures in four
months, starting April 12, in
order to qualify the recall for the

ballot

Once the petitions are validat-

ed by the city clerk, the City
Council has 90 days to place it on
the ballot. rv

Hahn’s opinion, issued to City
Clerk Elias Martinez, said the
City Charter does allow residents

to recall the police chief from his

appointed position.

Although the charter gives the
police chief civil service protec-

tions, other provisions, Hahi’s
opinion said, “clearly establish

that it was the intent of the Char-
ter to permit the electorate to re-

move appointed officers despite
the fact that other provisions for

removal already exist.” 1 ~



FD-3501Rev. 5-8-81)

{Indicate page, name of

newspaper, city and state.)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

Ex-justice f
will direct

policy study
:

By Rick Orlov

Daily News Staff Writer

Under fire for the police beat-

ing of Rodney Glen King, Police

Chief Daryl F. Gates announced
a 10-point plan Wednesday to

overhaul the LAPD, including
appointment of a citizens com-
mission to help restore the de-

partment’s image.

At a Parker Center news con-
ference, Gates said he will im-
panel a five- “77. .

member com- P»M»drtory:

mission headed * Woo asks
by former state Gates to step

Supreme Court down - Back Pfl9e

Justice John Arguelles to study
policies regarding the use offorce
as part ofa plan to restore the de-

ipartment’s image in the wake of
the King incident.

Afterward, Gates — who last

week said he will step down when
he has restored public confidence

in the department — said in an'

interview that he had been close

to a decision to retire before the

King incident occurred.

“I don’t have a siege mentality

at all,” Gates told the Daily
News. “I feel very calm, collect-

ed, at ease.

“My wife has been after me for

years to retire,” said Gates, 64.

“This changed things so dramati-

. cally. That’s why I want to get the

; .issue of whether I should stay or

not stay behind me and deal with

- those issues that I think are im- *

-portant.”

King, a 25-year-old black and
an unemployed construction

v worker, was beaten by white offi-

cers in Lake View Terrace March
3 after he was stopped for speed-
ing following a short pursuit The
.incident was recorded on video-
tape by a bystander and sparked
outrage from the White House to

Sacramento.

. Disclosures that some of the
'officers involved made racist
.comments on police communica-
tions systems increased calls by

1

civil rights advocates for Gates to
resign. Mayor Tom Bradley has
called for a review of racism in

the department and has repeated-
ly said the “healing process”
would be helped if Gates retires.

*

Joining Arguelles on the panel
reviewing use offorce will be Dr.
James Zumberge, the retiring

president^ of USC. Three others

to be named will represent a
cross-section of the community
and be subject to Arguelles' ap-
proval, Gates said. He said he
hopes to have the report within

three months.
“The overall goal will be to re-

duce the number of incidents of
unnecessary force and the atten-

dant liability suffered by the
city,” Gates said.

“The aftermath of the Rodney
King incident has been an ex-

ceedingly difficult and trying

time,” Gates said. “We must
look for any and all conditions
that may have contributed to the

development of attitudes and
patterns of behavior that could
have led to this kind ofgross mis-
conduct”

Gates also said he wants a psy-

chological profile on all officers

involved in the King incident or

Other cases of excessive force, a

review of the department’s poli-

cies and training, and he will re-

bate: DAILY NEWS
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quire high-ranking command of-

ficers to make spot checks of field

operations.

Also, Gates said he was start-
' ing a 24-hour hot line Friday at I

<800) 339-6868 for people to call

Internal Affairs Division officers

to report complaints of excessive

force and discuss community
concerns.

Part of Gates’ proposal to re-

* pair the department had been
submitted earlier to the Police
Commission.
Four officers have been indict-

' ed on felony charges for the beat-

ing. Late Wednesday, Gates
• briefed the Police Commission in

•closed session on the depart-
I ment’s investigation into 17
other officers suspected of wit-



Following are Wednesday's develop-
ments in the case involving the beat-
ing of Rodney Gien King by Los An-
geles police officers:

BATES OUTLINES OVERHAUL

Police Chief Daryl F. Gates an-

nounced a 10-point plan to revamp
the LAPD, including appointment of a
citizens commission to help restore

the department's image. Gates said

he will impanel a five-member com-
mission headed by former state Su-

preme Court Justice John Arguelles

to study policies regarding the use of

force as part of a plan to restore the gates
department's image. Gates also said in an interview that ”1 don't

have a siege mentality at all. I feel very calm, collected, at

ease. Page 1

. . KING NAMED AS SUSPECT

Los Angeles police and prosecutors have asked the California
*

attorney general to investigate Rodney Glen King as a suspect irt*‘

'

an armed robbery that occurred 10 days before his videotaped
beating by police. King has been identified as a suspect in the
Feb. 21 holdup of a Sun Valley video store in which a store clerk

was shot and wounded, police officials said. Page I..

WOO CALLS FOB GATES TO STEP DOWN /

Los Angeles City Councilman Mike Woo became the first council- •-

member to demand that Gates quit and Councilman Marvin *.

Braude said he would “like to see him resign." Woo said Gates';
was not capable of rebuilding the department's tarnished ^
image. Back PagflUi

RECALL EFFORT
'

*: t

A recall drive against Gates gained strength when City Attorney
James Hahn issued an opinion saying the City Charter does alv*.

low a ballot measure to oust the police chief. Back Page ;

nessing the incident and taking

no action.

Commissioner Melanie Lomax
said Gates told the panel that the

department expects to conclude
its probe next week. -

Bradley gave a mixed reaction

to Gates’ proposals, saying they
do not change his mind that
Gates’ retirement is needed.

“I’m pleased that the chief at

least is looking at these kind of
things,” Bradley said. “My only
concern is that it seems to me
that these are things that were
called for a long time ago and
why they have not been done, I

don’t know.”
The mayor said he still intends

to appoint his own independent
panel to look at the LAPD.
“His call for a committee that

he wants to form will not be in

conflict with the commission that

I will appoint and will probably
announce next week,” Bradley
said.

Gates, during a nearly one-
hour interview following his

:

news conference, .said he hoped
jthe program would begin to end
jthe divisiveness that has occurred
jin the city.
' The chief also offered an opin-
ion on why the beating has drawn
so much attention.

“I look at what’s happening in

New York, which was much
more serious with a person dying
and 30 to 40 officers cheering on
the sidelines, I don’t see the same
outcry,” Gates said.

“I think there were two things

here. One, it was visual, and sec-

ondly, it was the LAPD. I don’t
think anyone in the world expect-

ed it could happen with the Los
Angeles Police Department. I

think the shock was enormous,”
Gates said.

“The shock with me was enor-

mous,” he said. “I’ve said over
and over again that I was not on-
ly shocked it was happening, but
that it was my officers doing it. I

still don’t believe it. I can’t be-
lieve it.”

Gates said he has also taken
steps to repair damage with the

black community after black
leaders broke off formal contact

with the department as a result of
the King incident. Gates had
been meeting with the communi-
ty leaders every other month for

‘the past several years.

“Some of them have already
re-established contact and they
are broken away from the origi-

nal group,” said Gates, who de-

clined to identify specific leaders.

“We are going to continue to

meet and also encourage our
command officers to get out in

the community and re-establish

contact with those we’ve worked
with in the past.”

Gates said he was surprised
when black leaders announced
plans to end the sessions. In
breaking off the meetings March
15, black leaders said Gates
failed to grasp the gravity of the

situation.

While he said he has come to

believe that Bradley is behind an
organized effort to seek his oust-

er, Gates denied that he had
played a similar role in encourag-

ing his officers and citizen groups

to support his own tenure.

“Those things have been spon-

taneous,” Gates said. “There’s
nothing I have done to stimulate

those. Actually, I think they’ve

come in response to what others

have done, the calls from the

other side.

Bradley has repeatedly denied
orchestrating widespread calls by

civil rights leaders and others
across the country for Gates to
step down.

“I must admit, I didn’t believe
it at first,” Gates said.

The police chief said he
changed his mind because the
mayor has repeatedly called for
Gates to step down— indirectly— by saying it is the only way to
restore public confidence in the
department.

“I guess I was incorrect,” Gates
said. “But I don’t think that
makes any difference.”

Gates said his departure would

be an easy solution for Bradley
and other city elected officials.,

.

“It’s the easy way to get rid of
the problem. Only (Bradley's)*

finding it’s not so easy. I’m going

to hang on to my head.” *
,

Part of the reason for the in-

tensity of the attacks on him
‘

Gates added, is the fact there are

City Council elections April 9.

One candidate is leading a recall

drive against the chief. i

;
> t

.

Daily News Staff Writer Pa-
trick McGreevy contributed to this

story.
. ,r



• PANEL TO REVIEW PROCEDURES ? v ?
A five-member panel to be headed by refired

instate Supreme Court Justice John Argudles will

.

examine use-of-force procedures, y
^

POLICIES ON FORCE TO BE EXAMINED
-iAn LAPD commander will examine use-of-

yforce policies and training and compare them

twith excessive-force complaints. Training prof'

cedures by other departments around the

^country will also be reviewed. ,
- - *

LIAISON TO OTHER A6ENCIES
: v'

' An LAPD commander will serve as liaison with ^
\
other law enforcement agencies investigating ;

- the department. -

PSYCHOLOGICAL PROFILES §
: An LAPD psychologist will perform psycholog- -

ytcal profiles of officers involved in the King in-

‘

fckient as well as any officers involved in com-7

-plaints of excessive force to try to identify

. behavior or attitude problems. .

-

SPOT INSPECTIONS IN FIELD
"

h High-ranking command officers will make spot

^inspections to review performance.

MM

rrrr M
i

COMPLAINT HOT UNE - ,c.
:

A telephone hot line — 3 (800) 339-6868 +r.

will be staffed on a 24-hour basis for peopteto

cal! in complaints of excessive'force. -rOy.
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—John McCoy/Daily News
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City attorney: Gates

recall effort valid

City News Service

LOS ANGELES — A grass-

roots effort to recall Daryl
Gates is legally valid and could
force a special ballot to deter-

mine if the police chief should
be removed from his post, City

Attorney Jim Hahn said
Wednesday.
In a 14-page opinion, Hahn

* said the City Charter provision
*that authorizes the recall of
:

'city department heads is appli-

#
cable to the position of chief of

! police.

^Community activists and re-

ligious leaders — angered at

the March 3 beating of Rodney
King by a handful of police offi-

. cers — began a recall move-
ment last week to force Gates

: out of office.

But Assistant City Attorney
; Fred Merkin had questioned'
the validity of the recall effort,

Daryl Gates

despite a 1987 opinion that said

all city department heads are
subject to recall.

Hahn said Gates can face a
recall despite' Civil Service sys-

tem protection.

(Indicate page, name of

newspaper, city and state.)
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L.A. Police Ask State to Probe New
Robbery Allegations Against King

By RICHARD A. SERRANO
and TRACY WOOD
TIMES STAFF WRITERS

The state attorney general’s office

has been asked to investigate whether
Rodney G. King committed an armed
robbery 10 days before he was beaten

by a group of Los Angeles police

officers, law enforcement officials said

Wednesday.

Los Angeles police said they began
gathering information earlier this week

that King may have brandished a

weapon in the Feb. 21 robbery of a

northern San Fernando Valley elec-

tronics store.
*

Citing a potential conflict of interest

because Los Angeles Police Depart-

ment officers were involved in the

March 3 beating, detectives asked the'

attorney general’s office to review the

armed robbery case and determine

whether King is a suspect. The robbery

allegedly occurredm the LAPD’s Foot-

hill Division, the same area where
. Kingwas stopped by officers and
beateh.

“In all fairness to Mr. King, we
want to avoid any' conflict of inter-

est here,” said Police Cmdr. Rick
Dinse, who is coordinating the

King beating investigation.

.
King, a 25-year-old parolee,

could not be reached for comment
Wednesday; but his aunt, Angela
King, said he was working at

Dodger Stadium on Feb. 21.

very time something hap-
JC/pens, they [police] are try-

ing -to tie him up with all these

robberies and stuff,’’.she said.

“This boy has not been in any
trouble since he did his time [in

prison] and came home.”
After the beating was captured

on videotape, criminal charges
were

f

filed against four Foothill

officers, and there have been re-

peated calls for the resignation of

Police Chief Daryl F. Gates.

. Police were unusually close-

mouthed Wednesday about the
robbery investigation, saying they

did not want any information re-'

leased because the attorney gener-
al may assume control of the case.

Dinse said that on the advice of

the Los Angeles County district

attorney’s office, which is prose-

cuting the four officers, the Police

(Indicate page, name of

I newspaper, city and state.)
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mu
* Department has asked the attorney

general’s office to take the case.

“If Mr. King’s guilty of anything,

it should be fairly dealt with there,

and if he isn’t, it should be cleared

up very quickly,” Dinse said.

Dave Puglia, a spokesman for

the attorney general’s office in

Sacramento, refused to discuss the

matter. “I can’t get into it at all,”

he said.

S
andi Gibbons, the district at-

torney’s spokeswoman, said her
office is not involved in the case.

“We have told the Los Angeles
Police Department that it is not the

appropriate agency to be investi-

gating this matter,” she said. “We
believe the investigation should be
done by the state Department of

Justice.”

King was paroled two months
before he allegedly led police on a

chase that ended with the beating

in Lake View Terrace. He had been
paroled after pleading guilty in the

second-degree robbery of a Mon-
terey Park grocery in November,
1989.

In the more recent robbery case,

Foothill police detectives learned
that King was a possible suspect
only after the beating. But Dinse
declined to discuss who identified

King as a potential suspect, or why.
“All I can say is someone came

forward with the identification af-

/DOJ



ter the March 3 incident," he said.

“Once we found out about it, we
took it away from Foothill and.

reassigned it to robbery-homicide"

detectives downtown.
“They now are just collecting

the paperwork and getting the

information together."

Capt. William Gartland, who su-

pervises the robbery-homicide bu-

reau, said: “The only information I

have is that the suspect was armed
with a gun. We're not sure what
kind. It was described as either a

sawed-off shotgun or a sawed-off

rifle, and the victim did sustain a

gunshot wound."

H owever, other police officials

interviewed Wednesday did

not confirm whether someone was
shot.

In another development
Wednesday, police said another

possible witness to the King beat-

ing stepped forward this week. The
witness claimed that King was
uncooperative in the moments be-'

fore the beating.

“We were informed that he [the

witness] had some very important

information ‘ regarding the . inci-

dent," Dinse.said. “I don't think

there is any big revelation in

anything he says."

Times staff writer Leslie Berger
contributed to this story.
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N.Y. Preacher A1 Sharpton Plans L.A.

Protest in Attempt to Force Gates to Quit
By SHERYL STOLBERG
•TIMES STATE WRITER

The Rev. A1 Sharpton, the con-
troversial New York City preacher
andrdvil rights advocate, is bring-

ing his flamboyant brand of protest

to Lbs Angeles in an attempt to

force Police Chief Daryl F. Gates
out of office.

Declaring that; Gates is "now a

national symbol of police 'brutali-

ty,” Sharpton—who was scheduled
to arrive in Los Angeles Wednes-
day night—vowed in a telephone
interview .to stage a massive, non-
violent demonstration Friday in

Los Angeles.
. "I’m willing to do. everything
from tying up the freeways to

sitting in police headquarters to

having a prayer vigil,” he said.

“My thing is that I know how to

mobilize masses of people in one
direction and that’s what I intend

to do. I can
.
guarantee you that

Saturday morning, L.A. will know
that we protested.”

With his pompadour hairdo, his

expansive waistline and a penchant
for wearing jogging suits, Sharpton
is frequently ^featured in New
York’s racy tabloid press. The
Pentecostal preacher (he is not
affiliated with any church) once
described himself as a “loose can-

ELENA SEIBERT

Rev. Al Sharpton

non” who gets “white folks all riled

up.”

Sharpton gained notoriety in

1987 for his role in the sensational

case of Tawana Brawley, a' 15-

year-old black girl who claimed

she had been raped by six white

men. Sharpton advised Brawley
and her family not to cooperate

with investigators; a grand jury

later concluded the rape never
took place.

As news of Sharpton’s visit fil-

tered through Los Angeles, Mayor
Tom Bradley and others expressed

-

concern that the colorful minister

might further divide a city that is

seriously split in the wake of the

police beating of Altadena resident

Rodney G. King.

“I think that what we need is an
effort to heal this community, not

something that is going to inflame

them,” Bradley said at a morning
press conference. “I am not going
to prejudge what he may say but I

hope that anybody who comes to
‘ town will keep this in mind.”

Samuel Paz, a lawyer who spe-

cializes in police misconduct cases

and has criticized the LAPD in the

wake of the King beating, said: “I

hope he takes the time to learn the

dynamics of our city before he
takes a public-position. ... I don’t

have any problem with his input or

his comments as long as they are

constructive and helpful.”

At the Los Angeles Police De-
partment, where - Gates on
Wednesday unveiled a sweeping,
10-point plan to make the LAPD
more responsive to citizens com-
plaints, the reaction {.o Sharpton
was cool.

L^/V'LA-



i “Let Mr. Sharpton do what he's

;
going to do,” said Cmdr. Robert Gil,

the department's top press officer.

“We're trying to get going in a

.
positive way, moving forward and
getting the department back to

i more of standard operating proce-

;
dure.”

* Sharpton was invited to Los
*: Angeles by Elizabeth* Munoz, last
: year's Peace and Freedom Party-

candidate for governor, and Law-
rence Grigsby, a lawyer and

: South-Central Los Angeles com-
munity activist who ran for Con-
gress last year. Grigsby said he and
Munoz believe Sharpton can bring
a national perspective to the King
beating, and possibly turn out more
protesters than local civil rights

groups have.

,

“I hate to criticize them [the

local activists] but I certainly am
not pleased,” Grigsby said. “If

‘ Chief Gates can raise between

;
3,000 and 4,000 people to say he

s should stay, how come these peo-
ple can't raise 600?”

But a spokesman for the Broth-
erhood Crusade, an African-Amer-
ican civic group that has been
organizing protests against Gates,

said the demonstrations have gone*

well. “I think that there is a very
forceful, organized effort « here,”
said Ralph Sutton, “and I think
that the pressure is being felt.”

“We are so involved and focused
.on what we are doing that we.

really haven't been paying any
attention to Mr. Sharpton's visit

here,” Sutton said.

In New York, Sharpton has been,

involved in countless protests in

which race has been a factor. After

white youths attacked three young
blacks in Howard Beach, Queens,
he led massive “Days of Outrage”
demonstrations that shut down
traffic on the Brooklyn Bridge and
halted subway service in Brooklyn
and Manhattan. In January, Sharp-
ton was stabbed in the chest as he
prepared to lead a demonstration
through the Bensonhurst section of

Brooklyn, in protest of the death of

Yusef Hawkins, a black youth slain

by a white mob.
In Los Angeles; however, Sharp-

ton said he does not expect to even
meet with King, the black motorist-

whose brutal beating at the hands
of white Los Angeles police offi-

cers has touched off a national

outcry over police misconduct. “I

don't think King is the issue,” he
said. “I think Gates is the issue.”
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' Grand Jury

Widens Probe

I
ofKingBeating

By RICHARD A. SERRANO
and RONALD L. SOBLE
TIMES STAFF WRITERS

The Los Angeles County Grand
Jury began taking testimony
Thursday from a series of Los
Angeles police officers who were
bystanders at the Rodney G. King
beating, placing the officersjn the

position ofeither testifying against

each other or facing the possibility

of being fired.

The testimony, which follows

indictments against four Los An-
geles Police Department officers

for allegedly assaulting King on
March 3, signals that the grand
jury is widening its criminal inves-

tigation and weighing evidence

against another 17 officers for not

stopping their colleagues as they
repeatedly struck and kicked the
25-year-old black man in the north

San Fernando Valley.

In another development, a black

police officer told The Times that

she found a Knights of the Ku Klux
Klan business card proclaiming

“Racial Purity Is America’s Secu-

rity” on her car while it was parked
in a secured police lot at the

Foothill Division station.

Officer Janine- Bouey said she
observed several examples of racial

RELATED STORIES: A3

; bigotry while she worked at the

station between 1987 and 1989,

including white officers freely us-

ing derogatory terms against black

officers. *

The beating of King, captured by
a man using a home video camera,

: has ignited cries from some com-
munity leaders that longtime Po-
lice Chief Daryl F. Gates should be
removed because he has allowed

racism in his department.

; The crisis has also polarized the

,

Foothill .Division, where the ac-i

Please see BEATING, A22
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' Los Angeles Police Officer Janine Bouey says a KKK business card

was placed on her car in a secure Foothill Division parking lot.

BEATING: GrandJuryWidens
Investigation ofKing Beating
Continued from A1 1

t

tions of many of the officers are
|

being reviewed by the FBI and the
|

1

police internal affairs unit for pos-
|

sible civil rights violations and

!
other acts of misconduct.

j

!

As the grand jury probe broad-
|

|

ens, the panel is gathering evi-
;

|

dence on whether any Foothill
i

,

officen^who stood by during the
j

beating actually committed a felo-

ny by “aiding and abetting” the

assault on King. j
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f

"

'Their testimony inside the grand
-

!

i jury room is placing the officers in

a delicate position. Some may be \

;

hesitant to provide evidence '

j

|

against their fellow officers, and

|

also may be worried about what

|

their colleagues are saying about

them.

!
Also, a “special order” issued

j

two years ago by Gates warns that'

|

all police officers risk losing their
1

jobs if they refuse to testify before

grand juries about any criminal

! activity they witness.

UW e>re wa^ing a very thin
|

VV line here,” said Diane
Marchant, a criminal defense at-

torney who' is advising the officers

who were spectators during the

beating. “We’re trying to stay

- within the chiefs order without

giving away the store.”

She said four rookie officers who
were at the scene have told her of

their frustrations over being called

before the grand jury.

“This came on very suddenly,”

: she said. “The officers are calling

up and saying, ‘What should we
do?’ And all we can say to them is

(

that the information can in some i

way be used against them.”
j

Marchant said that each officer

who stood by brings a different
j

!

perspective to what happened to (

* King. The Altadena man, who had
been on parole for an armed rob-

bery conviction for two months,

|

was stopped in Lake View Terrace
. after a police chase that began on
) Interstate 210.

,
Police officials have said 21

1

LAPD officers went to the scene, 1

j

including the four indicted, 15 oth-
j

ers on the ground, and two in a •

I

police helicopter. Four California 1

!

Highway Patrol officers and two

|

security officers from the Los An-
j

!

geles Unified School District also

!

were present.

!
“It was broadcast on a frequency

! the LAPD monitors,” Marchant

i
said of the chase. “All of the units

i
heard it and they were responding

! from various distances and arriv-

ing atwarious times.

“As for what they saw, it de-

pends on when they arrived, where
they parked, what they could see,

whether they saw enough officers

i already at the scene, and if they

turned around and left.
,

“It’s a real mixed bag, and every

,
officer remembers something a lit-

j
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that seems appropriate.”

;

Bouey said she has been sus-

pended without pay by the LAPD
for three minor infractions, each
time for a period not exceeding five

j

days.

Ultimately, she was given a
|

transfer out of Foothill and is now
an officer in the Harbor Division

!

where she also works as a police
j

defense representative. Bouey said

she plans to continue her LAPD
career despite her perception of

(

deeply rooted racism in some of the

divisions such as Foothill. “To be
black in the LAPD,” she said, “is a

liability.”

Bouey said she hopes to tell her
story to the FBI as part of its

investigation of the Foothill sta-

tion.

On Monday, after news of the

FBI inquiries at Foothill surfaced,

Bouey said she received an unex-

'

pected call from Sgt. Charles Beck i

of the internal affairs unit. She said

Beck wanted to assure her that
|

another officer who sent her a

;

racist message more than two!
years ago had been suspended for a

few days without pay.

B ouey asked Beck if the FBI
actions suddenly prompted the

call. She said he replied, “No.”
Beck could ‘not be reached for

comment. 1

Also on Thursday:
• Los Angeles Superior Court

Judge Bernard Kamins ordered the
;

four indicted officers—Sgt. Stacey
f

C. Koon, Laurence M. Powell, Tim- !

othy E. Wind and Theodore J.

Briseno—to stand trial May 13. •

Kamins, a 48-year-old one-time
public defender who took the
bench in 1986, was given the case

after attorney Paul De Pasquale, :

who represents Wind, objected to
j

the first trial judge, Superior Court
!

Judge John Reid.
j

Defense attorneys complained
j

that the case is moving too fast to
|

trial, with one saying he was not
|

sure whether he could be ready 1

because he could not predict the
j

future. •

j

“Well, I can predict the future,”
1

Kamins said. “The future is you
should be ready to go.”

,

After the court hearing, De Pas-
|

quale wondered, “Are they push- !

ing this case because it's the media
football otthevear?”

• The Rev. A1 Sharpton, a New
York preacher and civil rights

advocate, sat quietly in the back of r

the courtroom watching the pro- )

ceedings, and then held a news
conference outside the courthouse.
He announced a noon march today
from City Hall to Parker Center to

call for Gates' removal.
Wearing his trademark “I Have

a Dream” medal, Sharpton also

tossed aside criticism from some
Los Angeles community leaders
who have suggested that he is

interfering in a local problem,
“The issue is not who invited me

or why I came,” he said. “The issue :

is Gates. No one asked the people .

that came from around the country
to support Gates last week why
they were here. We're here be-
cause police brutality's here, . . .

The question is, why isn't every-
body here?”

• The city attorney's office is-

sued an opinion that Gates can be
disciplined by the Police Commis-
sion and the Civil Service Commis-
sion upon a showing of “good and
sufficient cause.”

The Police Commission, which
has been deluged with demands by
community leaders to fire the
chief, would need to initiate a
disciplinary hearing and refer it to
the Civil Service Commission for

J

review.
i



LOS ANGELES TIME%ie"
According to the 12-page report

“good and sufficient cause” would
' involve conduct by the chief that

'

“can be shown to have been detri-
j

mental to the discipline and effi-
^

cient achievement of the Police

Department's mission to assure
public safety.” The misconduct

' would have to have occurred dur-

ing the previous year, meaning
1 that any insensitive remarks made
! by Gates before last year that were

|

not the subject of reprimands could

|

not be used against him, according
1

to labor law experts.
’ • City Councilman JVlichael 1 Woo

and a group of community leaders
' criticized Gates' plan to appoint his

i
own commission to review Police

Department policies on the use of
1

force. The chief on Wednesday

I

unveiled a 10-point program to

t examine police misconduct and im -

! prove community relations.

But Woo said, “It would be very
1

hard for the chief's own commis-

.

sion to bring back findings that

were critical of the chief. Such a

i
commission might fail to make the

f
LAPD's top brass truly accounta- *

ble
”

Woo said he supports a plan, like
! one being drawn by Mayor Tom

Bradley, that would have a com-
mission report to the mayor and

j

City Council'. The councilman said

I the commission should be funded

|

by private foundations and individ-

i uals, rather than the city, to assure

i
its impartiality.

Among those backing Woo's po-

I
sition were Joseph Duff, president

of the Los Angeles chapter of the

I National Assn, for the Advance-
I

ment of Colored People; Mark Rid-

!

ley-Thomas, director of the local

chapter of the Southern Christian

Leadership Conference, and Alan
Clayton, a representative of the

,

League of United Latin-American
Citizens.

• Bradley said he will ask the

Police Commission to establish a
' computer data base with records of

all cases of excessive force, so that !

problem officers and police stations
i

i

can be tracked “at a punch of the
j

computer button.”
;

“You'll be able to see if there is a

; pattern that demonstrates a dan- j

i ger,” Bradley said.
]

1 • The United Neighborhoods'.

|

Organization (-UNO) became the

,

latest group to call for Gates to
j

resign. . 1

“We want to show our African-

American brothers and sisters thatwe stand with them,” said the Rev.
Joseph Pina, a spokesman for the
group “What Chief Gates is doing
is dividing the city by neighbor-
hood, income level andrace ”

• In New York, Gloria Molina,

the newest member of the Los
Angeles County Board of Supervi-
sors, appeared at an annual con-
vention of Latino journalists inNew York, predicting that aggres-
sive media coverage of the King
case and the constant public clam-

or will force Gates “to quit by the
end of the year.”

“That would be my guess be-
cause I think this is the beginning
of the end for Gates,” she said.

However, she added, it would be
unfair to call for Gates' resignation

LOS ANGELES TIMES

now because he received outstand-
ing performance ratings duringthe
last three years.

Times staff writers Glenn F. Ban-
ting, James Rainey, George Ranges,
Lois Timnick and Hector Tobar coritrfb-

utedto this story.
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Hollywood Comes Calling

forManWho FilmedBeating
By LOUIS SAHAGUN
TIMES STAFF WRITER

Blinking nervously under the hot

camera lights and surrounded by news
reporters, the man who shot a video

that created the Los Angeles Police

Department beating
* scandal announced
Thursday that he is go-

ing Hollywood.
At the Los Angeles

Press Club# the plumb-
ing business manager
said he is negotiating

with an unnamed pro-

duction company to

make “The George Hol-
liday Life Story.”

“I'm in it now, I might
as well,” said Holliday,

31, who documented the

beating of Rodney G.

King on March 3 from
the balcony of his Lake
View Terrace apart-

ment with a minicam he
had bought to record

“home stuff.”

Asked what kind of a feature film

could be made about his 90-second
video, the soft-spoken Holliday said, “I

don't know. That's what I can't figure

out myself.”

His attorney, James Jordan, was
more direct when he told the as-

sembled media representatives: “You’d
have given your eyeteeth” to shoot

such a video.

“What fame and fortune we can get

for him we all feel he richly deserves,”

Jordan said. “We're going to explore ail

the possibilities for him.”

Those possibilities include* a range of

commercial, movie and 'television of-

fers, Jordan said. The lawyer would not
elaborate ‘ on any of these offers,

though Holliday made it clear that he
has been besieged, describing himself

as “overwhelmed and emotioned out”

by a daily barrage of 30
to 100 requests for me-
dia interviews from
around the world.

“I haven't been able

to make my own deci-

sions, I.can't go where I

want to go anymore,
and I'm being deluged
with calls,” said the six-

year Southern Califor-

nia resident. “I've
changed my phone
number twice.”

Holliday, the Canadi-
an-born son of an oil

company executive, be-
came a celebrity the

day he sold the video to

television station KTLA
for $500. The tape was
broadcast internation-

ally byCNN and other networks.

Holliday said he has grown “tired” of

the endless screenings of the video-

tape. When it pops up on his set at

home, “I just change the channel.”

In a statement read by Jordan,

Holliday was quoted as saying the

video “exposed .
.'

. what many al-

ready suspected.”

“Police brutality is not an aberration

/ but a fact of life. A fact that* we would
never have realized was in our own
back yard.

“It is people for whomJaws were
made, and this video;' hopefully,

will cause us Ur .insist that politi-

cians, judges '&nd cops recognize

that the* arroganoe of power cor-
”

rupts and that we, the ppople, will

not tolerate it.”
?

Hollidaywas less eloquent when
he was askedhoW he 'felt about the

Police Departments “I feel .

bad. . . It is reabhard for them to

do theirjob now.”
As .for those calling for* Police

Chief Daryl P. Gates to resign,

Los Angeles Times

George Holliday
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Holliday said, “If Mr. Gates is to

resign just over this incident, that

isn't right.”

- Smiling admiringly at her hus-
band, Eugenia Holliday, 27, told

reporters that the attention has *

been “overwhelming, but I’m

,
proud of George.”

Even with so many people
“knocking on our door that I can’t

* do my laundry,” she said, “we don't

/regret it.”

Her husband agreed.

“Hove L.A.” he said.

FBI/ DOJ
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Atty. Gen. Agrees to Conduct

Robbery Investigation ofRing

By LESLIE BERGER
TIMES STAFF WRITER

The state attorney generals of-

fice has agreed to investigate*

whether Rodney G. King commit-
ted an armed robbery 10 days

before his beating by police, offi-

cials said Thursday.

The Los Angeles Police Depart-

ment, under fire for the nationally

televised beating of King, asked
the -state to handle the case to

avoid a potential conflict of inter-

est. The Feb. 21 robbery occurred

in Sun Valley in the Police Depart-

ment's Foothill Division, the patrol

area in which King was arrested

March 3 for alleged speeding.

Officials said state agents would
start from scratch in checking

allegations that King committed
the robbery. A store clerk was shot

in the shoulder, in the robbery at

1:40 p.m. at Video All Stars, in the

8700 block of Glenoaks Boulevard.

“We are conducting the investi-

.

gation because the LAPD says' he Is

a suspect, but as far as we're

concerned, we are starting at step

one," said Kati Corsaut, a state

spokeswoman. Special Agent Da-

vid Genens, in charge of the office's

investigation bureau, said the mat- .

ter “will be given top priority."

Los Angeles Police Cmdr. Rick

Dinse said the department stopped

its own investigation as soon as

King became a suspect. He and

other police officials have declined

to disclose how King, who was
convicted of robbery in 1989, was
connected to the Feb. 21 case.

King’s attorney, Steven Lerman,
charged.Thursday that the police

were conducting “a smear cam-
paign ... .to besmirch Mr. King's

credibility in the hopes of lowering

a jury award."

“They almost killed this guy and

now they're trying to smear his

reputation," Lerman said.

Dinse responded: “This is not a

smear campaign in any fash-

ion. . . . Even if this were proven

to be true, it would still not change

anything that is in the process of

happening in the King incident.” .

Four LAPD officers have been <

indicted for King's beating, and 17
j

other LAPD officers are under I

investigation for their roles during
j

his ar'rest.
j
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LOS ANGELES TIMES

EditionrFRI. MAR 29 , 1991
FRONT SECTION, PAGE 22

Title:ATTY. GEN. AGREES TO
CONDUCT ROBBERY
INVESTIGATION OF KING

Character: CIVIL RIGHTS
or

Classification: 80—33B
Submitting Office:

LOS ANGELES

l/DOJ



LOS ANGELES TIMES, Friday, March 29, 1991

7 / / /. 7T. .

!, 1991

rays Record to Settle P(

The city of Los Angeles paid more than $11.3 million in

police-related legal settlements and jury awards last year. Following
are payouts in excess of $100,000:

PLAINTIFF REASON FOR SETTLEMENT OR AWARD AMOUNT

Onie Palmer Damage during drug raid on

Dalton Street on Aug. 1, 1988.

Settled for $3.2
million

Murphy and Katie

Pierson

Wrongful shooting by police

officers on May 26, 1985,

$2.1 -million award

settled for $1.8
million

Gilbert Amescua Personal injury suffered in

suicide attempt while in custody

on Jan. 20, 1987.

Settled for $1.5
million

Ronnie Melgar Burglary suspect suffered brain

damage.after being shot while

fleeing police on Nov. 18, 1981,

Award of $1.5 million

settled for $1.45
million

Jacobyand
Lamonte Smith

Wrongful shooting death of

unarmed man Oct. 10, 1985.

Settled for $625,000

Paul Hutcherson Injury arising from alleged

medical mishandling by police

officers on Nov. 13, 1978.

Settled for $500,000

William Foster,

leroy Mims
Death of two adults and injuries

to two juveniles in a traffic

accident involving a police

pursuit on Jan. 1, 1986.

Settled for $350,000

Albert Carey, Ollie

B. Young
Wrongful death of

purse-snatching suspect killed

by probationarypolice officer

who accidentally discharged her

firearm on Dec. 14, 1984.

Settled for $200,000

Laurie Chilcote Personal injuries when a criminal

suspect's vehicle struck her •

during a police pursuit on Nov.

11, 1984.

Settled for $185,000

LuisMilton

Murrales

Alleged violation of civil rights,

false arrest, malicious ,

prosecution and excessive force

by a police officer after a traffic

violation and police pursuit on
April 1, 1988.

Settled for$177,500

Richard Young False imprisonment, assault and

battery and violation of civil

rights at Parker Center on May
15, 1984.

Award of $205,000
settled for $175,000

Karen Kennedy False arrest and illegal strip

search in 1983
Award of $138,220

Virginia Smith,

Vickie Aaron

Alleged trespassing, battery,

and false imprisonment charges

arising from execution of a
search warrant in 1988.

Settled for $133, 120,

Mark Cecil Battery by police officers on
Snodgrass Sept. 14, 1986.

Award of $98,000
settled for $100,000

Note: The total amount ofjudgments and settlements in 1990 resulting from

traffic accidents with police vehicles was $690,070.
Source: City Council Budget and Finance Committee

Compiled by Times researcher Cecilia Rasmussen

4$.
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An Unjustified Means
Government: Mayor Bradley,

in apparently using the Civil

Service Commission to pry the

chief from his job, undercuts an

important principle.

By RONALD B. TUROVSKY
When former Civil Service Commission-

er Clare Bronowski first saw the Rodney G.

King beating on television, she probably
had no idea that the incident meant her
days on the commission
were numbered. But on
Tuesday, she was “trans-

ferred,” after six months of

service, to the Municipal
Auditorium/Convention
Center Commission. Bron-
owski, a good soldier, had no
phoice but to agree to the

switch.
"
The transfer sets an enor-

mously bad precedent. May-
or Tom Bradley has either

stacked the deck in order to

influence a hearing on Police

Chief Daryl Gates or has

attempted to send a message
io Gates and the public that

he is determined to get
Gates out. While Gates' re-

moval may be a worthy goal, Bradley's

'decision undercuts the very idea of citizen

^commissions.
- Bronowski, while not at odds with the
mayor, ' has no ties to him. She was
nominated by City Council member Joy
Picus, for whom Bronowski served as an
aide. Six months ago, the mayor probably
thought not at all about Bronowski's
appointment to the obscure commission.
Now the commission is not obscure. If

the Police Commission were to recommend
disciplinary action against Gates, or his

dismissal, that recommendation would be
referred to the Civil Service Commission
for a hearing.
• It is easy to imagine the mayor review-
ing the commissioners to see how that
hearing would turn out. One commissioner
is Julie Depoian, the wife of a Bradley aide.

Another is the Rev. Kenneth Flowers, a
minister whose congregation has called for

“Gates’ resignation. Two likely votes
against Gates.

The other two are commission President
Casmiro Tolentino and Vice President
Anthony de Los Reyes. Both are question

marks to the mayor. Both have been on the

commission for years, however, and it

would have been difficult to dismiss them.

So Bronowski was the obvious target. She
is to be replaced by Larry Drasin, a

longtime Bradley supporter, giving the

mayor three sure votes.

Since there is only a slim chance thatthe

Gates matter will get as far as the commis-
sion, it's more plausible that in the Bron-
owski transfer Bradley is sending a strong

message to Gates and to the public.

The transfer, whatever the motive, sets

a dangerous precedent. While commission

appointments are political to* start with,

this is different because the

transfer appears intended to

influence the outcome of a
specific hearing.

This tinkering makes the
!* commission's task impossi-

ble, since* its purpose is to

provide a fair and impartial

hearing before disciplinary

action is taken.
‘

The transfer is compara-
ble to allowing the mayor to

choose the judge assigned to

a specific case. Yes, individ-

uals are often appointed -to

the bench based on their

overall political views, and
that is part of the system.

That's a far cry from select-

ing a judge to decide a spe-

cific pending case based on the judge's

political views. Would we want the mayor
to choose the judge handling the trial of the

officers indicted in King's beating? •

The message to commissioners is clear:

The mayor can remove them in order to

ensure the outcome of decisions or replace

them if he disapproves of their decisions.

But commissions must be above that in

order to do their job—particularly in highly

charged cases. If the mayor is considering

the appointment of an independent com-
mission in the King beating, what message
has he sent? *

Since Bronowski has resigned, the only

practical control left is for the City Council

to reject the mayor's new appointment to

the Civil Service Commission. That will be
difficult because the action might be per-

ceived as “pro-Gates.” But it is not pro-

anyone to let the commission work without

tampering. It is called “due process,”

something that applies even to the chief of

police.

Ronald B. Turovsky is a lawyer in Los
Angeles.

Mayor Tom Bradley
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The Danger ofDuck-and-Run Leaders
The Rodney King beating has

brought to the surface ugly problems
in Los Angeles: not only the allega-

tions of police brutality, but the now
exposed factionalism among races and
ethnic groups and the tensions be-

tween longtime city powers who fear

too much change and new-line city

powers who fear too little.

With the political winds full of

volatile elements, the easiest, safest—

and the most timid—response for an
elected official is to do nothing. That’s

why Los Angeles City Councilman
Michael Woo deserves credit for tak-

ing an unequivocal stand in calling

for the resignation of Los Angeles
Police Chief Daryl F. Gates. Woo
believes, as do many other responsi-

ble people, that the chief, “by pitting

his personal supporters against his

critics . . . has placed himself at the

center of a fight which threatens to

tear this city apart.”

Given the crisis of public confi-

dence in the Police Department, the

national shame the beating brought

upon the entire city and the contro-

versy the chief has brought upon
himself during his tenure, Woo’s

stand shouldn’t be courageous. But it

is, compared to some council mem-
bers, who can’t seem to decide, after

three weeks, of exhaustive public

discussion, whether they support

Gates’ indefinite continuation as po-

lice chief. “Let’s wait and see." “It’s

not really the council’s job,” some
members have said. “We don’t want
to just add rhetoric.” Really? Funny,

that’s never stopped council members
from jumping into U.S. foreign policy,

rhetorical guns blazing.
'

Some city officials simply are afraid

to take a stand on the city’s biggest

controversy in recent history. Coun-

cil members Joel Wachs,,Ruth Galan-
• ter, Robert Farrell and Nate Holden

say they have no position whatsoever

on Chief Gates’ tenure. Mayor Tom

Bradley, although he’s more than

hinted that he wants Gates out, has

been no model of clarity on this issue,

either. And clarity is what’s heeded,

.

whether the position is in favor of or

against Gates as police chief.

Absent political' leadership to give

voice and positively channel public

frustration—which is particularly

strong among African-Americans—

others step in to fill the gap. Enter A1

Sharpton, the New York preacher-

activist who has a proven knack for

showing up in racially tense situa-

tions and making them more so. He
describes himself as a “loose cannon,”

a point on which we agree.

Sharpton is just what Los Angeles

doesn’t need. But when you’ve got a

town full of duck-and-run politicians,-

it invites others to take up the

leadership mantle. And when that

happens some people will follow—no

matter, unfortunately, where they

are being led.
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CRISIS IN THE LAPP: THE RODNEY KING BEATING '

$11.3 Million Paid

in 1990 to Resolve

Police Abuse Cases
ByJOHN L. MITCHELL
TIMES STAFF WRITER

The city of Los Angeles paid a record

$11.3 million last year—more than any

other major city, except Detroit—to

resolve lawsuits alleging police mis-

conduct such as excessive force and

false arrest, records and interviews

show.
Los Angeles, with 8,300 police offi-

cers, recorded slightly higher legal

payouts than New York City, which

has three times that many officers. The
city spent nearly twice as much on

police-related litigation as Chicago,

which has about 4,000 more officers

than Los Angeles.

Detroit, with half as many police

officers as Los Angeles, led the nation

with $20 million in police-related pay T

outs last year, The Times found.

The jury awards and settlements in

Los Angeles averaged more than

$350,000, much higher than those in

most other cities, records- show. The
city paid nearly $8 million on four of

the 32 police suits cleared last year;

including $3.2 million for suits arising

from a controversial drug raid on

apartments at 39th Street and Dalton

Avenue.
“Lawsuits against government . . .

have increased enormously/' Los An-
geles Police Chief Daryl F. Gates told

the City Council last week. “Quite

frankly there is a lottery mentality

among juries now coming down with

huge judgments. ... I think that we
have done a fine job, not that we can't

do a better job/’

After the beating of Rodney G. King

early this month, federal and city

officials began studying lawsuits

against the Police Department to de-

termine whether the incident is part of

a pattern of excessive force against'

private citizens. The Justice Depart-,

ment is reviewing about 100 lawsuits
‘ while conducting a broader investiga-

_ &
*

tion into the conduct of Los Angeles

officers. And the City Council is exam- .

ining lawsuits dating back five years. •

In addition, Mayor Tom Bradley on

Thursday asked the Police Commission

to examine suits apd the department’s

disciplinary practices “to see if the

conduct of the department’s leaders

allows some officers to feel if they are

above the law/’

“It is clear from the Rodney. King

videotape and the number of lawsuits

in the last five years that some officers

feel that way,” the mayor said in a

statement issued in response to a Times

inquiry. “It frustrates me to learn

when the city is held responsible for

paying a settlement in one of these

cases.”

Council members have raised ques-

tions about the rising cost of police-re-

lated litigation, which city attorney

records show has climbed from less

than $1 million in 1980 to $9.1 million

last year, plus interest and fees for

.plaintiffs’ lawyers. The council also

wants to determine whether racism is a

factor in the excessive force cases and

whether officers involved in costly

lawsuits have been disciplined.

“In most companies if you make an
’

error that costs a company that much,

you would be fired,” said Councilman

Zev Yaroslavsky, who heads the Budg-

et and Finance Committee. “It’s outra-

geous the amount of money we are

shelling out.”

Last year, lawsuits against police

represented more than 40% of the $25

million in city payouts for civil suits,

according to the city attorney’s office.

. A decade ago, the portion was 25%.
New York spent $10.6 million -over

the last fiscal year to clear 267 suits

against officers in the 26,000-member

department, said attorney Len Olarsch,

who heads New York’s litigation divi-

sion. -

A Brooklyn jliry awarded $76 million
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The city of Los Angeles paid more than $11.3 million in
police-related legal settlements and jury awards last year. Following
are payouts in excess of $100,000:

PLAINTIFF REASON FOR SETTLEMENT OR AWARD AMOUNT
#

Onie Palmer Damage during drug raid on
Dalton Street on Aug. 1, 1988.

Settled for $3.2'

million

Murphy and Katie

Pierson

Wrongful shooting by police

officers on May 26, 1985.

$2.1 -million award
settled for$1^
million

Gilbert Amescua ' Personal ihjury suffered in

suicide attempt while in custody
on Jan. 20, 1987.

Settled for $1.5
million

Ronnie Melgar Burglary suspect suffered brain

damage after being shot while

fleeing police on Nov. 18, 1981.

Award of$1.5 million

settled for $1.45
million

Jacoby and
Lamonte Smith

..

Wrongful shooting death of

’unarmed man Oct. 10, 1985.
Settled for $625,000

Paul Hutcherson Injury arising from alleged

medical mishandling by police

officers on Nov. 13, 1978.

Settled for $500,000

s

William Foster,

Leroy Mims
\

Death oftwo adults and injuries

to two juveniles in a traffic

accident involvings police

pursuit on Jan. 1, 1986.

Settled for$350,000

Albert Carey, Oliie

B. Young
-Wrongful death of

purse-snatching suspect killed

by probationary police officer

who accidentally discharged her ,

firearm on Dec. 14, 1984.

Settled for $200,000 ,

Laurie Chiicote Personal injuries when a criminal

suspect's vehicle struck her
during a police pursuit on Nov.

11,1984.

Settled for $185,006

Luis Milton

Murrales

Alleged violation of civil rights,

false arrest, malicious

pfosecution and excessive force

by a police officer after a traffic

violation and police pursuit on
*

April 1, 1988.

Settled for $177,500

Richard Young False imprisonment, assault and
battery and violation of civil

rights at Parker Center on May
15, 1984.

Award of$205,000
settled for $175,000

Karen Kennedy / False arrest and illegal strip

search in 1983
Award of$138,220

Virginia Smith,

Vickie Aaron
Alleged trespassing, battery,

and false imprisonment charges
arising from execution of a .

search warrant in 1988.

Settled for $133, 120

Mark Cecil

Snodgrass
Battery by police officers on
Sept. 14, 1986.

Award of $98,000
settled for $100,000

Note: The total amount ofjudgments and settlements in 1990 resulting from
traffic accidents with police vehicles was $690,070.

* Source: City Council Budget and Finance Committee

Compiled by Times researcher Cecilia Rasmussen

to two men who were shot at and
beaten by five officers before being
charged with attempted murder.
Because that case is on appeal, the
award—believed to be the highest
in the nation last year—was not
included in New York City statis-

tics, Olarsch said.

. In Chicago, the nation's third
most populous city behind New
York and Los Angeles, a spokes-
woman for the city's law depart-
ment said the cost of 170 settle-

ments and judgments from
police-related lawsuits last year
was about $5.9 million.

In recent years, Detroit, the
seventh most populous city, has
averaged about $10 million a year
in payouts for suits against police—
roughly the same as New York.
But officials said that the amount
increased to $20 million in 1990.

.
Detroit City Councilman Mel

Ravitz, who .compiled the figures,
said the $20 million represented
200 payouts stemming from the
"misbehavior of a relatively small
number, of police officers.” City
officials said Thursday that they
could not explain why the total was
nearly double that of previous
annual figures, but they noted that
Wayne County juries have a histo-
ry of giving high awards.

P hil Shiner, Los Angeles assist-

ant city attorney, was sur-
prised that the city's payouts in

£990 were higher than most other
cities, but he cautioned against
drawing a conclusion that police
misconduct is occurring more fre-
quently here.
* "Maybe if we had 26,000 officers

[like New York City], the police
jvould get better compliance from
suspects and maybe if we had
26,000 officers we wouldn't be
spending the large amounts we do
on lawsuits," Shiner said.

The police totals include suits
alleging excessive force, false ar-
rests, wrongful deaths; civil rights
violations, negligence and other
misconduct, but not routine traffic

accidents. Of the 32 cases in which
the city made payouts last year,
eight involved police shootings and
13 suits alleged excessive physical
force such as beatings,

i The Los Angeles County Sher-
iff's Department last year resolved
131 lawsuits at a cost of about $5.4
trillion, said Robert Ambrose, as-
sistant county counsel, who noted
that two shooting cases accounted
for $1.5 million.

• The increasing cost of police
litigation in the city of Los Angeles
can be traced to a change in
attitude on the part of jurors, said
Richard M. Helgeson, an assistant
city attorney in.charge of appeals.

I “If you trip and fall and break

•your arm, a jury might award you
.
$35,000, but if your arm is broken
by a police officer .putting hand-
cuffs on you, you can bet it's a
six-figure settlement,” he said.

“Thejury can retaliate.”

Helgeson pointed to the case of
Murphy Pierson, a 70-year-old
homeowner who last year received
a $1.8-miliion settlement of his suit

stemming from a police shooting in

1985.

“Normally, juries don't award a
settlement that high for someone
that old ... it is not like it was a

,
little kid and looking at 50 to 60
years left to live,” Helgeson said.

“That jury award was big because
they were angry and there was bad
judgment on the part of the offi-

cers.”

Pierson was wounded by police
.as he stood, shotgun in hand, on his
front porch after he had just chased
two drug dealers from his property.
Two police officers said Pierson
was shot after he ignored repeated
warnings to drop his shotgun and
pointed the weapon at them. They
..fired 11- shots. Striking Piprsrm in



the right hand, the left buttock and
the chest. *
'

“They hever gave him a chance
te^ut down the gun,” said attorney
Johnnie L. Cochran, who repre-
sented Pierson. “They continued .

firing after Pierson was lying on
the porch begging them to stop.
Then they pulled his wife out of the
house in her housecoat and made
her kneel down on the front lawn
and handcuffed her and took her to
Jail”

.
Pierson died last year from com-

plications resulting from the shoot-
* ing, his wife, Katie Pierson, said;

“It was only after the shooting that
he started having problems,” she
said, “We would have been mar-
ried 50 years.”

* In a suit stemming from a 1981
incident, the city paid $1.45 million
to Ronnie Melgar, 20, a burglary
suspect who was shot while fleeing
police and suffered brain damage.
Police apparently mistook Melgar's
flashlight for a gun.
A police officer said he chased

Melgar on foot from a construction
site where it was suspected he was
stealing lumber, according to po-
lice reports. The police officer said
he repeatedly ordered Melgar to

halt and fired his weapon only after

he thought the suspect was pre-
paring to turn and point a gun at

him. The officer's bullet hit Melgar
in the back, causing his lung to

collapse and resulting in brain
damage. Melgar's attorney, Barry

' Litt, said his client ran only after

the Officer used a racial epithet and
threatened to hit Melgar with a
baton.

The city also paid $625,000 into a
lifetime annuity for two sons of

,RTD bus .driver Danny Smith, 34,

who was shot in 1985 by officers

who were searching for a suspect
in Smith's back yard. Smith was
unarmed, according to a summary
of the incident in city Budget and
Finance Committee reports. Sev-
eral police officers went to Danny
Smith's back yard looking for a
man who was wanted for receiving
stolen merchandise. Smith was
shot, the officers said, only after

they heard the “cocking of a weap-
on” and Smith ignored orders to

freeze. Smith was shot in the back.
Will Glennon, a legal analyst for

the California Trial Lawyers Assn.,

said the large increases in awards
and settlements reported in Los
Angeles were not consistent with
the trend elsewhere in the state.

“Mostly jury awards have been
flat,” he said. “If [police-related

lawsuits] are showing an increase,

then that's pretty frightening.

It's probably only the tip of the
dceberg because police cases are
-.very tough. The cops usually have
all the. [juror] sympathies on their

side.”

As large as payouts were last

year, city attorneys said that it will

.become increasingly difficult to

was,ordered to
y:;

<. ^ f

4hr :vv-y^ ^ 1QQO W'V'*1990 1

$9,089,676

,

1980 '

$891,402

1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990
Note: Figures do not include plaintiffs’ attorneys' fees paid by the city.

Source: City Attorney. -

. ^

. ANDERS RAMBERG / Los Angeles Times
» A

r

The following are total settlements and jury awards paid last year by l
the 10 most populous U.S. cities to resolve police-related lawsuits.* ^

POPULATION CASES
SWORN

PAYOUTS OFFICERS

New York

Los Angeies

Chicago

Houston

Philadelphia

San Diego

Detroit

Dallas

Phoenix

San Antonio

7,322,564

3,485,398

2,783,726

1,639,553

1,585,577

1,110,549

1,027,974

1,006,877

983,403

935,933

267 $10.6-million

312 $11,3 million

170 *$5.9 million

12 Under $100,000

70 ** $3.3 million

730 ***$5.6 million

200 • $20 million

3 $3.92 million

4 **$48,202

28 Under $100,000

26,000

. 8,300

* Figures include some cases on appeal, but exclude fees to plaintiffs* attorneys.

** Excludes interest and fees paid to plaintiffs' attorneys. ;

*** Figures include suits over police-related traffic accidents, including a $3.2-mitlion award.

NOTE; Most figures are for the 1990 calendar year. Those for New York and Philadelphia are compiled by
fiscal year. Figures tor San Antonio cover a 27-month period.

. _ Complied by Times editorial researcher Cecilia Rasmussen . , _ , w .

.
lice. starter's nisrtel

Noting that the publicity sur-
rounding the King beating will

tend to influence jurors, Assistant'

Dist. Atty. Richard James said he
plans to ask a judge to continue one
of his current police cases. “I don't

think a police officer is going to get
a fair trial now,” he said.

The city attorney's office fre-

quently settles civil suits before
trial to avoid the possibility of large
jury awards and costly litigation.

Most cases that go to trial, how-
ever, are won by the city. Out of 78
cases tried last year, the city won
61, officials said. Another 85 cases
were settled without trial, some-
times to avoid costly litigation or
the possibility of an unfavorable
jury verdict.

One of them was a suit over the
1985 police shooting death of Fran-
cisco Gutierrez. According to a City
Council report, a police officer who
shot Gutierrez thought his starter's

pistol was a real gun. But Gutier-

starter's pistol. >

The Budget and Finance Com1

-

mittee recommended council ap-.
proval of the $35,000 settlement,
saying:. “A jury possibly might

* decide that the plaintiff's version of'

the facts were true and that the
officers shot a man who did not
hold a starter pistol, or that there
was negligence in the tactical apr
proach which led to the shooting.
Such a determination would result
in a verdict far in .excess of the
proposed settlement amount.” . 't

Attorney Cochran, who has han-
dled excessive force cases for three
decades, said “the weight of all th$ *

cases over the years has sensitized
.people and raised questions in theij:

minds about whether police always
tell the truth.”

Attorney Stephen Yagman, who
also handles many police-abuse
cases, said he doubts that there has
been a significant change in the
positive attitudes that jurors have

. toward the police.
“
It is vprv wrv
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reform plan
By Patrick McGreevy
Daily News Staff Writers

City officials and civil rights

advocates critical of Police Chief

Daryl F. Gates attacked his pro-

posal Thursday for a citizens

commission and other measures
to restore confidence in the
LAPD.

City Councilman Mike Woo
and six civil rights leaders said

the commission — proposed in

the wake of the police beating of
Rodney King— would answer to

Gates, and thus not be account-

able to the public.

Related story:

Man who videotaped beating wants
to sell his life story. Back Page

, “Chief Gates is right. The heal-

ing must begin said* Woo, who
Wednesday became the first

council member to demand that

'Gates resign.

“But it can’t begin with a com-
mission that is dependent on the

LAPD,” he said. “A commission
which is appointed by the chief
... is not directly accountable to

the public. It’s a commission that

.will have divided loyalties.”

Gates released a statement de-

fending the commission, which
would be headed by former state

Supreme Court Justice John Ar-.

guelles. .

“This panel is totally indepen-

dent and its integrity is beyond
reproach,” he said.

“Justice Arguelles has stated

that his loyalty is to the commu-
nity and his goal is to make what-
ever recommendations are neces-

sary to ensure that the city ofLos
Angeles is provided with the very

best police service possible.”
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Appointment of the commis-
sion is part of Gates’ 10-point
plan to restore confidence in the

Los Angeles Police Department
following the videotaped beating

ofKing on March 3 in Lake View
Terrace.

Four officers charged with as-

saulting King were ordered
Thursday to appear for trial on
May 13, and the Los Angeles
County grand jury resumed'hear-
ings into the conduct of 17 other

officers who were at the scene of
King’s beating.

.
.In a separate development on

Thursday, the California Attor-

ney General’s Office began a “top
priority” investigation of King as

a suspect in an armed robbery
that occurred 10 days before his

beating at the hands of police.

“We hope to complete it as

soon as possible,” said Dave
Genens, special agent in charge
of the Attorney General’s Los
Angeles investigations bureau.
“We’re going to start from

scratch and do our own indepen-
dent investigation,” Genens said.

“We won’t be consulting with the

. Los Angeles Police Department,
(but) we will be gathering infor-

mation from them.”
To avoid the appearance of a

conflict of interest, local police

and prosecutors asked the attor-:

ney general to investigate a Sun
Valley robbery in which King’s
name “surfaced as a suspect,”

LAPD Cmdr. Rick Dinse said.

King’s attorney, Steven Ler- fbi/doj

man, said Thursday that King
“absolutely did not” participate



in the Feb. 21 robbery and “was
not even in town on that day.”
Lerman said he believes police

named King as a suspect in the

robbery to reduce pressure for re-

forms within the department.
The March 3 beating of King

has prompted a nationwide Jus-

tice Department probe of police

brutality and an FBI investiga-

tion of the Foothill Division,
where the four officers worked.
The city Police Commission

also is investigating the incident.

Acting commission chairwo-
man Melanie Lomax said that
Gates’ 10-point plan for over-
hauling the department does not
address a central issue — the
chiefs own leadership.

Lomax applauded other ele-

ments, including a hot line for

citizen complaints about police

•officers.

“But the problem with the 10-

* point plan is it does not go far
* enough. It does not address the
issue of the chiefs tone and phi-

losophy,” Lomax said.

She said the plan should have
included efforts by the chief to

tell his officers regularly that he
will not tolerate force such as that

used in the King case.

“He’s got to make it clear from
his leadership position that nei-

ther racism nor excessive force
will be tolerated in the depart-
ment,” Lomax said.

The chiefs proposal for a com-
mission to review the LAPD was
also criticized by Mark Ridley
Thomas, executive director of
*the Southern Christian Leader-
ship Conference; Joseph Duff,
president of the Los Angeles
chapter of the NAACP; Alan
Clayton of the League of United
Latin-American Citizens; and
Kathy Imahara of the Asian Pa-
cific Legal Center.

“We’re afraid that a group of

people who are beholden to the
police chief will not ask the tough
questions, will not demand the
tough answers,” Imahara said.

Woo and the civil rights lead-

ers said they support a proposal

by Mayor Tom Bradley for an in-

dependent panel to examine the

use-of-force issue. Unlike Gates’

proposal. Woo said the panel ap-

pointed by the mayor would not

be dependent on financing and
staffing by the police depart-
ment.

Bradley has not called for

Gates to resign outright, but has

repeatedly said that the LAPD
cannot regain public confidence

until Gates steps down. ,

On Thursday, Bradley directed

the Police Commission to study

why the Police Department’s In-

ternal Affairs Division investigat-

ed officers named in only 36 of

the 140 lawsuits against the de-

partment that were settled by the

city in the last five years.

“I want the Police Commis-
sion to look at this matter very

carefully— to see if the conduct
of the department’s leaders al-

lows some officers to feel they are

. above the law,” Bradley said in a

written statement.
• Bradley cannot fire Gates, who
under the City Charter can only

be fired for cause, which has gen-

erally been defined as gross mis-

conduct or neglect of duty.

On Thursday, City Attorney
James Hahn issued a report lay-

ing out the procedures that the

Police Commission and and Ci-

vil Service Commission would
have to follow to discipline or fire

Gates.

The report says that if the Po-
lice Commission finds that there

is “good and sufficient cause” to

impose discipline stronger than a

30-day suspension, it can relieve

Gates from duty without pay and'

refer the matter to the Civil Ser-

vice Commission for a hearing

and an order of discipline.

The Police Commission would
then be able to execute the order

and could lessen but not increase

the penalty. Gates would then
have the option of appealing the

decision to the Superior Court.

“Good and sufficient cause”
* would include “actions or omis-

sions by the chief which can be
shown to have been detrimental

to the discipline and efficient,

achievement of the Police De-
partmentVmission to assure

public safety,” wrote Senior As-

sistant City' Attorney Fred Mer-
kin.

In court Thursday, attorneys

for the officers charged — Sgt.

Stacey C. Koon, 40; and officers

Laurence M. Powell, 28; Timo-
thy E. Wind, 30; and Theodore J.

JBriseno, 38, complained they will

not have enough time to prepare

s
their case by the May 13 trial

date.
*

* But Judge Bernard Kamins re-

fused to delay the proceeding.

“That’s the date that you should

be ready on, because that’s the

date I’m inclined to hold the

trial,” he said. “This is a matter

that takes priority— you should

}
be ready to go.”

Kamins was chosen to preside

over the case after a defense at-

torney filed an unchallenged affi-

davit seeking to have Judge John
Reid removed for reasons the at-

torney refused to disclose.

“It is a law that the defendant
has this right,” Paul DePasquale,
attorney for Wind, said outside

court. “The last intention that we
would have is to engage in any
disrespect for the court or to

make any statement that Judge
Reid is a bad guy or a bad judge,”
he said.

Later, the Rev. A1 Sharpton, a

;

New York activist, told reporters

that he would stage a series of
protests beginning today.

Sharpton said he will march
from City Hall to Parker Center,

the downtown police headquar-
ters, on Good Friday “to show
that people ofcolor are being cru-

cified by law enforcement.”
*

Civil rights leaders reacted
coolly to Sharpton, who has been
criticized for heightening racial

tensions.

“We do not need to have A1
Sharpton here and his brand of
leadership to tell us how to take

' care of things in Los Angeles,”

said Duff of the NAACP.

Daily News Staff Writers Jaxon
Van Derbeken, Dawn Webber
andRick Orlov contributed to this

story.
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OfficersClaimed

Self-Defense in
;

Beating ofKing

By RICHARD A. SERRANO
TIMES STAFF WRITER

> t

The two Los Angeles police

officers seen on a videotape re-

peatedly beating Rodney G. King

wrote in their original arrest report

that they used their batons only to

defend themselves against King

and just struck him "several times

in the arm and leg areas to inca-

pacitate him.*’

The officers also claimed that an

hour afteir the beating. King be-T

came "semi-cooperative and stated
*

he then remembered fighting with
'

officers.”

A copy of the five-page report,

obtained Friday by The Times, was

prepared by Officers Laurence M.

Powell and Timothy E. Wind. It

- .states for the first time in the

officers' own words what they

claim occurred during the March 3

arrest.

But the report was written be-

fore the officers knew that the

beating was captured on videotape

by an amateur cameraman. It now
>lies at the heart of a multicount

indictment handed down by the

Los Angeles County Grand Jury in

3vhich;some LAPD officers present

King's arrest are accused of
;£ifmg --false statements in an at-

itohipt to hide the severity of the

beating.

i'.oijf'ft’s a cover-up, and it's disturb-

^irfg;’' ^‘Deputy Dist. Atty.' Terry
jMjte' said Friday. "When you

'this report and then see the

Jyf^ep,‘you realize they're talking

/ajjout two different incidents.”

0ff,^Attempts on Friday to contact

;igo^v.ell and Wind, and their attor-

.=*)SS?S;.were unsuccessful.

,
T7he arrest report, among thou-

^J^'jsands of pages of documents
' jjgyiewed by the grand jury, says

JbftV King was stopped by officers

/.f^rly, on the morning of March 3,

chase that began with the

''California Highway Patrol in the

/riorth San Fernando Valley.

^During his arrest in Lake 'View
'^fe?r^ee, the 25-year-old parolee is

‘S&n.hn the videotape being struck

.,ud to‘,56 times by officers wielding

police batons.

^^tmo time on the tape is he seen

^ghting with or threatening the

-.on&fterward, LAPD officers said

l-4bey , believed he was under the

influence of PCP because of his

^fjfttic. behavior in the moments
vftgfqre; the beating began. But labo-

-q^ory/ tests showed that while

dfJng-was legally drunk and had
me'lraces of marijuana in his

* system, he had not ingested PCP.

4
In their arrest report, Powell and

iWmd" first describe joining the

J^H^'"chase of King and his two
-

;
j^^engers.’ They said King was

.
^jying a 1988 Hyundai Excel at

"g^eds at 110 to 115 m.p.h.
,”

n'flftfepugh authorities now dispute

the car was going that fast.

>i9D0nee the car was pulled over,

sfftei&vo officers said, King's two
•‘p&ssehgers got out on the passen-

.'jgfi* side and King stepped out the

'WrVePs door only after repeated

.
tpmmands to do so.

'’^b^fendant [King] exited his ve-

..Jj]d^.,then got back in and then

-^e^pd . again,” Powell and Wind
said in their report. “Defendant

failed to put his hands on his head,

^instead putting his left hand in his

f pants pocket and placing his right

*; hand on the roof of his car.
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"We continued ordering defend-

ant to place his hands on his head
and lay down on the ground.”

The Powell-Wind report made"
no mention of King laughing or

dancing when he first got out of the

car, although a CHP officer told the

gran<^jury that he did.

Th£ report continued:

"defendant finally laid down on
the /ground and I [Powell] ap-

proached him to handcuff him.

Defendant then started to raise up
ana I placed my knee on his back to

prevent this movement. Defendant

continued to try and rise up, caus-

irajf^e to lose my balance and fall

cfej^ng]. Defendant started to

tjsfr and charge towards me.

Stocked away and Sgt. [Stacey

fired a Taser at defend-

ftmJS’yiking him in the back and
temporarily halting defendant's at-

tack.”

The Powell-Wind report stated

th^t Koon shot King only once

with the Taser electric stun gun.

But Koon's daily report and other

.
evidence' show that Koon shot

King twice with the Taser.

“Defendant recovered almost

immediately [from the Taser shot]

and resumed his hostile charge in

our direction,” the arrest report

went on. "Officer Wind and I drew
our batons to defend against de-

fendant's attack and struck him
several times in the arm and leg

, areas to incapacitate him.

wma-iwstf-fc-



defendant continued resisting;

poking and swinging his arms at

I
us. We finally knocked defendant
idowftvand he was subdued by
jsevprdl officers using the swarm-
technique.”

j
OrrV.ihe videotape, however,

i
Pow&I and Wind can be seen

‘ striking King over and over with
their batons, and Officer Theodore
J. Briseno is seen kicking him in

the head. But the arrest report does
not mention repeated baton strikes,

and there are no statements about

King being kicked by any officers.

King suffered a dozen broken
. bones, including the bones that

. make up his eye socket. In addition,

CHP Officer Melanie Singer told

the grand jury that she was
“shocked” at the savagery of the

attack and that the LAPD officers

beat King over the head with their

batons. She described the blows as

“causing his face to split.”

She said it is common police

practice to avoid striking a person

over the head because the injuries

can be very severe.

“Defendant continued struggling

while on the ground and then,

started laughing and making inco-

herent statements,” the Powell -

Wind report said. “Defendant con-
tinued struggling and was spitting

at officers and paramedics even
after being told to stop.”

On the videotape, King cannot
be seen spitting.

The report then details how
* King was taken to Pacifica Hospi-

tal in Sun Valley. The officers said

“we detected a faint odor of alco-

hol” on King's breath.

A doctor and two nurses have
told the grand jury and other

investigators that .King appeared

cooperative and coherent at the

hospital, and that he was having
little problem conversing with the

hospital staff and police. But the

Powell-Wind report draws a dif-

ferent picture.

“Defendant was unable to an-

swer questions about what hap-
pened and his hostile, agitated 1

demeanor continued for approxi-

mately an hour,” the officers re-

ported. “Defendant's speech was
hurried and usually incoherent and
his muscles were extremely rigid.

“Defendant was possibly under

the influence of a drug, probably

PCP, but due to his injuries, we
were unable to evaluate him. After

about one hour, defendant was
semi -cooperative and stated he
then remembered fighting with

officers.” *

The report also said King was
given medical treatment “for abra-

sions and contusions on his face,

arms, legs and torso areas.”

The arrest report was signed and
approved by Sgt Johnny Amott, a
supervisor assigned to the Valley

Traffic Division. In his testimony to

the grand jury, Amott described

how Los Angeles police, rather

than the CHP, took control over

the case.

“One of the officers [Powell or

Wind] mentioned there was a use

of force involved,” Amott told.the

grand jury. “And it was decided

between their sergeant [Koon] and
the CHP sergeant that since the

use of force was byJLAPD, that

LAPD would handle ever * thing
”

White, the depu^ dir.r!.' i ;>uor-

noy who is proset v ling uk gvp,
said in an interview Friday :hai

while the arrest report was -pre-

pared by Poweli and Wind, it

actuary was written by Powell,

He added thin the report is

sirmlar in tone to Koon’s daily

report, also written *and signed
before the videotape surfaced. In
the sergeant's report, Koon de-
scribes King's injuries this way:

“Several facial cuts due to con-
tact with asphalt; of a minor na-
ture,* a split inner lip.”

Powell and Koon have each been*

indicted on a felony charge of filing

a false report, which carries a
prison term of from one to three
years. In addition, they, along with
officers Wind and Briseno, are
charged with assault.

In his comments to the grand
jury, White mockingly referred to

the two police reports as “a lapse in

memory.”

“W ell > actualIy» 1 guess we
VV know the truth,” he told

the grand jury. “It's not a lapse in

memory; They purposely are con-
cealing this particular evidence.

They are turning in false reports so
no one knows what happened.
“Without a video camera out

there, we would never know, be-
cause the truth is something that is

not found in these reports by
Stacey Koon and Laurence Pow-
ell.”



In another development Friday,

Mayor Tom Bradley asked the Los
Angeles Police Commission to be-

gin an investigation into the cir-

cumstances surrounding the firing

and rehiring of another police offi-

cer who amassed a long record of

altercations with the public.

“Police officers must not feel

they are above the law,” Bradley

warned in a letter to the commis-
sion. "My concern, especially in

hght of the Rod :cy Kmg beating.
!h thf 'leo.i. moms foiluic to

repr»T.«:i(l and terminate officers

• - . creal r a ruTurc wh inn
the den.iumnv. r. v h*ch e\cessi\\

force ’sacoc-pceo.*'

' 1 nat auiude. ’ mo mayo** add-
ed, ‘That disregard ior the rights of

citizens, snould not and v ill not be
tolerated in the city of Los Angel-
es.”

B radley said he was “deeply
concerned” about recent re-

ports that Officer Robert Brodowy
was fired from the force because of
a history of altercations with the
public, only to be rehired by Police
Chief Daryl F. Gates. Brodowy
then retired after 21 years- of
service on a stress pension ir. July.

1989. He was awarded a tax-free
pension of $1,946.19 a month. -

Brodowy could not be reached
for comment. But in his pension
application, he made this state-

ment:

“I have been involved in numer-
ous altercations and shooti figs
throughout my career that have
resulted in physical as well -as

emotional injuries.

“Personnel problems and con-
flicts with [Police] Departments

-

erarchy also have contributed to
my emotional difficulties.”

But one police source who
worked closely with Brodowy said:

“This guy was everywhere. People
wouldn't work with him because
they were afraid they'd get sued.
He was such a dedicated officer,

but not the smartest.”
;

Cmdr. Frank Piersol, a depart-
ment liaison to the Police Commis-
sion, said the panel “absolutely”
will investigate the circumstances
surrounding Brodowy’s departure,
and that its findings will be incor-
porated into an overall review the
commission has undertaken on po-
lice abuse.



BEATING CASE ARREST REPORT

Following is a segment from the initial arrest

report that was prepared by Los Angeles Police

Department Officers Laurence M. Powell and Timo-
thy E. Wind after the March 3 arrest of Rodney G.

King . Both officers have since been indicted by the

Los Angeles County Grand Jury for allegedly beating

Kingt and PoweUt along with a supervisor, has been

charged with attempting to cover up the incident

The report uses the letters “DEFT* to represent the

word defendant.
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RICK MEYER / Los Angeles Times

Timothy E. Wind, left, and Laurence M. Poweii, accused in the Rodney King beating, enter courtroom.
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Opinions on KingCaseAre
Jeopardizing Prosecutions
By DAVID WHARTON
TIMES STAFF WRITER

The images of the Rodney G.

King beating have spilled from
television screens into courtrooms

across Los Angeles County, jeop-

ardizing criminal prosecutions and
making it difficult to find impartial

jurors, prosecutors say.

They say that the reputation of

police officers throughout the re-

gion has been damaged by the

King attack, creating a new and
troublesome dynamic in the judi-

cial system.

“Every night we see the Rodney
King videotape on every channel,"

said Steven Sowders, who heads
the district attorney's Compton
office. "We fear that every officer’s

credibility is being called into

question . . . even in cases where
the defendant is clearly guilty.

”

Defense attorneys are continual -

ly weaving King into their closing

arguments and prosecutors are

continually objecting.

“But if we object too much,”
Sowders said, “it looks like we
have something to hide."

The : impact of the March 3

beating of King has been felt in

both the criminal and civil courts.

.In the district attorney's Tor-

rance office, prosecutors were
planning a case against a man who

.
allegedly had wrestled with Ingle-

wood police officers during a Jan.

31 .domestic dispute. One of the

officers was injured in the fight.

“Normally, we would have asked

for af least a formal felony proba-
' tion;" said Deputy Dist. Atty, Gil

Garceiti.

But the police officers had used

their batons during the* scuffle, and

the defendant claimed brutality. As

file trial date drew closer and the

king beating continued to stir

outrage, Garcetti decided he could

Sot risk bringing the case before a

jjary.

f The felony charge was reduced

tb a misdemeanor and the defend-

ant got off with the time he already

had served in jail.

rankly, that's a disposition

£ 1 that, were it not for the

Rodney King case, the defendant

would probably not have been

offered [a reduced charge],” Gar-

Cetti said. “I did not see that our

case could go forward given the

current atmosphere."

I The city attorney’s office this

week reached the same conclusion

op a police brutality lawsuit that

that had been filed against the Los

. Angeles Police Department by the

family of a 62-year-old black man
"who died after a 1985 arrest. The
i^city settled out of court just before

* the case was scheduled to go to a

|
jury.

|
An assistant city attorney famil-

;
iar with the case said that the suit

was settled not because it was

|
believed the jury would find the

:
police officers guilty,' but .because

j
the jurors might try to ‘“send a

j

message of what they had seen on
i television.”
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i *And in Van Nuys Superior Court
Wednesday a judge dismissed a

t black juror from a murder trial

j

after other members of the panel
I said she had cited the King beating
• during deliberations as proof that

.
police are untrustworthy.
Legal scholars say controversial

, incidents that receive wide publici-

t

^.typically skew the legal system
for varying amounts of time. After

; the McMartin Pre-School case, for

example^ it is widely agreed that

those accused of child molestation

had a harder time fighting the

charges.

“All criminal cases involve the

police on one side and an individual

,
on the other,” said Erwin Chemer-
insky, a USC law professor. “The
Rodney King tape had such an
emotional impact. That tape builds

tremendous sympathy for the peo-
ple who are against the police in a



herself grappling with the problem
during jury selection for a man
accused of being under the influ-

ence of heroin. As in many such
cases, the "veracity of the police

was at issue.

“Six people raised their hands
and indicated they couldn't be fair

in the case,” recalled Deputy City

Atty. Del San Juan, the prosecutor.

“I was surprised about the number
of people who were candid.”

Last week, in a downtown court-

‘The Rodney King tape had such an emotional impact.
That tape builds tremendous sympathy for the people

who are against the police in a case.’

ERWIN CHEMERINSKY
USC law professor

Said Daniel Broderick, an associ-

ate law professor at Pepperdine
University; “I wouldn’t want to go
to trial right now if my case
depended on a policeman.”

A lmost any phase of a legal

proceeding could be influ-

enced by the publicity surrounding
King, according to legal experts.

For now, attorneys and judges say
they are most concerned about
their ability to select impartial

jurors, a process known as voir

dire.

“One of the standard questions
is, 'Will you believe a police officer

just because he's a police officer?'
”

said Van Nuys Superior Court
Judge Judith Meisels Ashmann.
“Usually people answer yes. Now
you may ,get the opposite re-

sponse.”

• Los Angeles Municipal Judge
Marilyn Hoffman recently found

room, Deputy City Atty. Jonathan
Mandel said he asked this question

of potential jurors in a prostitution

case in which a police officer was
the only witness: “I asked them,
‘Other than Saddam Hussein, who
is on the hot seat right now? Is it

Chief (Daryl F.) Gates?' They said,

‘Yeah.’
”

Defense attorneys, for their part,

consider the King controversy a
fortunate and long overdue turn of

eyents.

“The [King] tape sickens me like

it sickens anybody else who sees
it,” said Bill Weiss, head deputy of

the Van Nuys public defender's
office. “But for years ‘and years
defense attorneys have argued that

there are racial problems with the

Police Department. This incident

will make it easier to make that

point.”
*

The issue is especially sensitive

at the San Fernando courthouse.

The officers involved in the King
beating were from the Police De-
partment’s Foothill Division and
that courthouse -handles Foothill

' cases. Marc Hentell, a San Fernan-
do deputy public defender, will

.
soon go to trial representing an
inmate accused of fighting with a

guard. His jury will come from
neighborhoods near where King
was beaten.

“The defendant is a 4-foot- 10

guy and the guard is 6-2,” Hentell

said. “I plan to make the King
incident part of my closing argu-

ment.”

Legal experts offer varying esti-

mates as to how long the King
incident will resonate in court

proceedings.

A defense attorney, who asked
not to be named, recalled that

the Don Jackson case—in which a

Long Beach police officer appeared
to push a police-ethics activist

through a plate-glass window dur-

ing a routine traffic stop—was
mentionned in cases for a year
afterward.

Said Broderick, of Pepperdine:

“It's a hot issue and it will be an
issue for some while. It's one of

those things that' can't help but
influence the system right now.”

Times staff writers Michael Connelly

and Carol McGraw contributed to this

story.
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One of the most spineless public bodies in

our area has to be members of the Los

Angeles City Council, particularly for their

reaction or non-reaction to police brutality

and racism.

They certainly had to know that this

situation existed because they had to

approve payments to persons who had

sued the Police Department.

You would think they would inquire

more from Chief Daryl Gates every time

they had to pay, millions of dollars of

taxpayers’ money, but they rarely did.

I do know that the black and Latino

communities are sick and tired of all this

and they await quick answers from top city

authorities starting with Mayor Tom Brad-

ley and the backboneless City Council.

JOHN F. MENDEZ.
Los Angeles

u An example of biased reporting at its

worst! The headline on your front-page

article (March 22) .says “31% of Angelenos

,
Say Gates Should Quit Now.”
As the old song goes, why not “accentu-

ate the positive.” If 31% favor quitting,

then 69%' must favor Gates not quitting. *

CHARLES P. ARGANA
La Crescenta

This letter is in response to the full-page

ad taken out in your paper by the Ameri-

can Civil Liberties Union headlined “Who
Do You Call When The Gang Wears Blue

Uniforms?” (March 12). The ad calls for

the resignation of Gates and asks . for,

money and support to assist its crusade.

To gain attention and raise public senti-

ment in favor of its cause, the ACLU
parallels all “blue uniforms” to a gang.

This insinuation was both distasteful and

insensitive to the men and women in blue

uniforms. Most of these officers, who
i

proudly wear their uniforms, give great

effort day after day to stop the gang
violence the ACLU has equated them with.

The ACLU noted the millions of dollars

given to victims of police violence last year

by the city. However, the ACLU failed to

mention the millions spent on police offi-

cers who were hurt, disabled or killed as a

result of violents acts. Where was the

ACLU then to protect their liberties?

.1 was just as shocked as the rest of the

world and am outraged at what those

officers did on the night of March 3rd.

Police officers are drawn from society and
like everyone are capable of any behavior.

When that behavior crosses the line, the
LAPD has the strictest “use of force”

policy in the nation to curtail brutality.

Obviously, this incident points out a
major problem that needs to be and will be
addressed. However, the fact still remains
that Los Angeles police have an outstand-
ing record.

,

-

The American Civil Liberties Union
owes everyone who wears the blue uni-

form an apology. A blanket smear on an
entire department in order to discredit one
man (Gates) leaves me.to wonder, who do
you call when the gang is the ACLU?

ROBERT J. NUCKLES
Los Angeles

We wish to commend The Times for the

editorials and articles that have helped to

illuminate the complex and sensitive issues

affecting the LAPD.
As members of organized labor, as

activists of minority. group organizations,

as long-time civil rights advocates and as

citizens we have had frequent occasion to-

observe and have direct contact with the
police ofthe city of Los Angeles.
With so many policemen involved in or

-present at the violent and revolting beat-

ing of Rodney King, it is difficult to escape
the impression that they were a fairly

representative cross-section of at least a

segment of the department. This is indeed
disturbing! Nothing can lead to dissolution

of civil order more quickly than law-
breaking under color of police authority.

We deeply respect the individual who
enters the police force out of dedication to

community service, and we know that
most polrce officers are honest.

We believe the department must be
suffused by a sense of the inviolability of

the rights of every citizen. The individual
policeman must be imbued with an appre-
ciation of human rights and must cultivate

a sensitivity for cultural, ethnic, racial and
^gender differences and diversity.

Achieving this is a responsibility of the
department's leadership, and first of all of

the chief. Gates has fallen short in this role

and should step down.
•KENT WONG, Chairman

Alliance of Asian Pacific Labor

ALEX SWEETEN, President
A. Philip Randolph Institute

AL HERNANDEZ, President
Labor Council for Latin American

Advancement

MAX MONT, Regional Director
Jewish Labor Committee

Los Angeles

^h-iPrwwsy-b-tqr
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Being an Afro-American, I first believed

that Gates should resign immediately to

speed the recovery from the King incident.

I now believe that Gates must remain to

serve as a visual warning that future police

brutality cases will not longer be looked at

as minor incidents. Gates prompted this!

incident by his negative attitude toward
minorities, so let him stay and clean up this

mess. Staying would be punishment be-

cause he will have to work ten times

harder to remove the tarnish from the

LAPD.
ROLANDE MORGAN

Los Angeles

« I think William F. Buckley (Commen-
tary, March 25) is wrong in saying the

behavior of the police in the King beating

is inexplicable. Bigotry is at least part of

the explanation. What it is is inexcusable.

WALTER D. DOUGLAS
Colton

How can we believe the report of the

Police Department that blood and urine

samples taken from King had traces of

marijuana and enough alcohol for King to

be declared legally drunk (March 22)?

My question: Is this a true and accurate
report? LAPD officers at the scene falsified

other aspects of this unfortunate incident.

It would seem that people capable of the

deception and cruelty visited upon King
could conceivably submit doctored blood
and urine specimens. These samples could
have come froiri someone other than
King—including the officers themselves.

Come to think of it, didn’t those officers

wielding batons seem a bit “dusted” to

you?

JANE TOLAND
Los Angeles

. •
The Black Journalists Assn, of Southern

California strenuously objects to the front-

page article stating that King was legally

drunk at the time of the incident.

,

We believe the article was flawed on

several journalistic grounds. Most serious

was the omission of the fact that King was
never charged with drunken driving. Be-

cause King has not been accused of a

crime, we believe statements from the

polict. on this issue were not worthy of an

article displayed so prominently

^

We also do not believe that the article

.fully supported the lead. The fact that the

tests were taken five hours after King was
arrested leaves open a number of questions

about the validity of the tests that were not

addressed in the article. It also failed to

fully address conflicting test results cited

in earlier articles.

. DARLENE DONLOE
BJASC Board of Directors

« Really now! Days after the King affair

the headline appears that he was “legally

drunk” at the time. So what? Are the

officers somehow vindicated? The article

“Police Develop Wary Courtesy, Thick
Skin” (March 24), however, is even more
sublime. The caption under the accompa-
nying photo notes that even though one of

the men stopped had ah outstanding traffic

warrant and the other no driver’s license

both were released.' What is the LAPD
doing? Has law enforcement become some
sort of popularity contest?

Gates has gotta go—for the good and the

security of this city! Even more important,

the department needs a good cleaning up!

We desperately need a Police Department
that will lawfully enforce the'law for all of

us—brown, black or white!

JOHN E. HUBBARD
LaCrescenta

It is easy to be cynical about LAPD
officers discussing the weather with some-
one expecting to be rousted. However,
small acts such as this can have a large and
significant impact on the world view of

both the officers and the civilians involved.

We define ourselves by how we act.

Treating others as human beings causes us

to see'them as human beings. Accumula-
tive, minor acts of kindness and friendli-

ness toward long-time adversaries would
lead to a major shift in outlook—enemies
would be seen as friends. A reciprocal

reaction would occur. Few people could

•continue to hate others who are consis-

tently friendly toward them.

LAPD and community leaders take
equal note: The opposite outcome is possi-

ble as well. Treating any group in a hostile

and unfriendly way causes more feelings of

animosity toward that group, and in turn

elicits hostility from them..

GARY EMERY
Los Angeles

In his cartoon “LAPD profile of ’a

.
terrorist” (March 24), Conrad, under cover

of the First Amendment, sinks to a new
low in prejudicially painting the more than

8,000 officers of the LAPD with the same
brush; forgetting that except for a few
rotten apples that may be red or. green,

most of the LAPD is true blue.

SYLVAIN FRIBOURG
Woodland Hills

If you think that firing Gates will solve

the problems of police brutality, then you

are confusing the symptom with the dis-

ease. Brutality, whether global, regional,

national or local, is a form of denial.- -
,

’
,

.

Once in awhile events pierce that veil of

.

denial and the system rushes to cover the

tear with a body: Iran -Contra’s

‘

f
OJiver

North, the Drug War’s Manuel Noriega,

the S&Ls’ Charles Keating and Operation

Desert Slaughter’s own Stormin’ Norman'.

. Was the brutalization of King any differ-

ent than the systematic annihilation; of

Iraq? And to cover .this fact .up' for

school-age children, who are taught to use

words and not fists, don’t we, as teachers,

have to encourage them to deny ,the

obvious? , ;

ANTHONY R. FULLER
Placentia

u Just a note to say how much I appreciate

the actions of your police chief and several

of your policemen. Of course their actions

and excuses are despicable, but think how
much better it makes us in Birmingham,

Ala., feel—well, just a little better—about

our sins of the 1960s.

OLIVER ROOSEVELT
Birmingham, Ala.
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There’s a universal

minority of overzealous,

violence-prone cops.

Only civilian review can

control them.
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H ad Rodney King not had the

benefit of videotape, you
wouldn’t know his name today, I

know this because I’m a deputy public

defender for the County of Orange, with

dozens of clients who have been
victims of police brutality, with
only their word against the

officers’ word. This isn’t just a

Los Angeles problem.
Ah, you say, here’s another

liberal defense lawyer jumping
on the Rodney King bandwag-
on. Right and wrong. Yes, I am
another liberal, proud to safe-

guard the constitutional rights

of all citizens.

I am also an ex-cop.

My first great disillusionment

in law enforcement was an un-
forgettable moment in the Or-
ange County Sheriff’s Training

Academy. A crusty investigator

was teaching us,about probable

cause-suspicious criminal ac-

tivity that justifies police con-
tact with a citizen. One of the

recruits was having trouble

grasping the concept. Exasper-
ated, the investigator leaned
forward conspiratorially. With
melodramatic flair, he whipped
a bail-point pen from his pocket

' and held it between his fingers,

rotating his outstretched arm
slowly for all to see: “This is

probable cause.” He explained

that what mattered was how the

officer described what hap-
pened. He was teaching a creative -writ-

ing course in law-enforcement fiction.

On the street, I was shocked by the

attitude of a small percentage of officers.

They were the zealots, frequently ar-

resting people for resisting arrest and

[searched.*.

SERIALS

for assault on a police officer. Curiously,

. it always appeared to be the Arrestee

who came out on the short end of the

nightstick. Even more curiously, these

people were often arrested for only one

or both of these charges. Why were they'

,

apprehended in the first place?
" Other officers, in the majority,' were
able to work a 20-year career without a

single arrest for either of these charges.

Too often, defendants would arrive at

the station with an* officer gleefully

recounting how he had slammed on his

brakes so that the handcuffed and

helpless “dirtbag” would have
.his face “waffled” by the

metal grille separating the

patrol unit’s front and back

seats. Gang-in -blue officers

have the luxury of selecting

their victims: almost always

male, poorly educated, • fre-

quently with some sort of

criminal history and a mem-
ber of a minority group.

Newport Beach officers gained noto-

riety in the early 1980s for their efforts

to keep Newport Beach “clean.” One of

their unwritten codes was NIN: “(Ne-
gro) in Newport.” Officers would stop

APR 3 1991
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t
the cars of blacks on a pretext and

* strongly encourage them to leave the
city. The radio chatter would describe
the incident as “November-India-No-
vember.”
Ah, but I digress. If Rodney King had

been my client, without benefit of
* videotape, there would be a thick stack

of protective police reports by the
officers who witnessed the beating,

neatly justifying and minimizing the
- brutal actions of their brethren. As

reflected by the casual attitude of the

. onlooking officers, jovial post-event ra-
.* dio colloquy and supervisorial participa-

tion, what occurred was standard oper-
ating procedure for a certain cadre of

the LAPD’s less-than-finest. *

I have worked as a criminal defense
attorney for Orange County for nearly

L/4A-UY-I
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three years and I have dealt with
officers from 12 police agencies. In that

time, I have handled dozens of cases in

which my clients told me of outrageous

police brutality. The best they can

expect, if their injuries are serious, is to

have their cases dismissed, often after

several days in jail and perhaps loss of

their job. Often enough, only the charge

of assaulting the officer will be dropped,

in exchange for a guilty plea to the

underlying charge. Of course, my clients

have the option of fighting the case, but

to do that they almost always must
remain in custody. Judges are reluctant

to release someone accused of attacking

a police officer. ,

If the victim perseveres, he is

entitled to a hearing in which
the judge reviews the disciplin-

ary history of the accused offi-

cer. But in order for there -to be a

history of brutality, complaints

must have been registered with,

yes, the police department re-

sponsible for the brutality.

The good, the bad and the

ugly of society are represented

in the ranks of law enforcement,

and being a police officer is a

tough, often dangerous job. Still,

the vast majority of officers

never behave as those officers

did; they are as outraged as the

rest of us by the King affair. But
can you expect them to snitch on
their brethren? Would you want
one of your colleagues to be
responsible for your life 'as a

back-up officer if you had re-

ported him for violence- and he
despised you for it? Would you
report someone who may have
saved your life in the past?

The police must be policed.

What this takes is civilian re-

view and civilian governance
for every department. Injured

and harassed citizens must have
access to a fair tribunal so they

can report intimidation without fear of

reprisal or further intimidation. This
means a permanent, independent, elect-

ed citizen review board with disciplin-

ary powers, not just a free-wheeling
blue-ribbon appointed commission.' The
board must have free access to evidence,

including police audio tapes.

Fair and neutral review of police

actions will restore the honor and integ-

rity of the majority of officers and will

save millions of tax dollars that we'll

otherwise keep paying out in settle-

ments to brutality victims who some-
how prove their cases.

Debra Carrillo was. a police officer and
deputy marshal in Orange County for five

years and has been a public defender since

1988.
‘
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L.A. CITY ELECTIONS

Police Now
an Issue

After King

Beating
By PAUL FELDMAN
TIMES STAFF WRITER

’On San Fernando Valley sidewalks, in

South -Central Los Angeles churches, and
at election forums from Venice to Eagle
Rock, Los Angeles City Council candidates
are debating the age-old issue of crime.

But there is a new twist this spring, a

byproduct of the police beating of black
construction worker Rodney G. King on
March 3.

Rather than crime in the streets, the
main focus has been on allegations of crime
within the Los Angeles Police Department.
“You can't walk down the street and say

hello to somebody without them talking

about the Rodney King beating,” . said

Walter Prince, a Chatsworth businessman
challenging 12th District Councilman Hal
Bernson. “Everybody is shocked by it.”

Reactions to the nationally publicized

furor—and in particular, to the demands
from community groups for Police Chief
Daryl F. Gates’ resignation—vary marked-

HAHN BACKS GATES
Supervisor Kenneth Hahn says Chief

'

, Daryl F. Gates should not resign. B5

ly among candidates.

All five council incumbents facing chal-
lenges have refrained from calling for

Gates’ ouster. The quintet—Richard Ala-
torre, Bernson, Nate Holden, Ruth Galan-
ter and Joel Wachs—have been endorsed
by the Los Angeles Police Protective'
League, the police officers’ union, which
has backed Gates in the controversy.

Challengers, in many cases, have a
different outlook.

In the northwest San Fernando Valley,

Bernson’s leading rival, Los Angeles school
board member Julie Korenstein, has said
that Gates should step down “to quickly
build back the credibility” of the Police
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Department. Bernson counters that the
chief .is “a very fine professional officer”
'who should not be held accountable for the
King beating because he never would have
“condoned or encouraged” it. Prince takes
a middle ground, withholding judgment
pending investigation of the King beating.

In South -Los Angeles, where two seats
are up for grabs because of the death of
Gilbert W. Lindsay and the departure of
Robert Farrell, 19 contenders have sought
to stake out their turf on the Gates issue
and on ways to reform the Police Depart-

ment.
Community activist Kerman

Maddox, a candidate for Farrell’s

8th District seat, has reaped a
harvest of publicity with his bid to

recall .Gates through an obscure
f provision in the City Charter. In

S recent days, the former mayoral

l
deputy has appeared on numerous

j

radio talk shows and national TV
j

news broadcasts.

I ’“Hey, I saw your face on televi-

! £ion,” said postal carrier George
:* Holt, 24, who crossed West 84th

|
Street to shake Maddox’s hand one

‘ drizzly afternoon last week.
“It’s not easy taking on someone

like Daryl Gates,” replied Maddox,
jwho was campaigning door to door,

i "You and I know [because] we live

down here, this stuff has been
going on for a long time. Thank
God for the videocassette.”

Another -8th District candidate,

;

Mark Ridley-Thomas, is seeking to

!
amend the City Charter to require

t

a fixed term for the office of police

t chief. “I’m convinced that Daryl

j
Gates is a liability to the health and

\l welfare of the community and he

!< has to be removed from office,"
.. said Ridley-Thomas, Los Angeles
\ director of the Southern Christian

. Leadership Conference, during a
I* recent televised forum.

A third 8th District contender,
political consultant Rod-

,
.Wright, has called for Gates’ forced

f. removal—or in the absence of that,
'

the ouster ofMayor Tom Bradley.
. “If we can’t get any justice with
the police chief, the mayor is the
one who ought to be recalled,” said

f
; Wright, who has been endorsed.by
Rep. Maxine Waters (D-Los An-

[

geles). “I didn’t vote for "Daryl
Gates. I’m going to recall the
person who I voted for.”

While the King case has domi-
- nated the -campaign agenda, most
- ".council candidates say it cannot be
divorced from other crime issues.

,
A Los Angeles Times Poll con-

< ducted earlier this month showed
, that 28% of Angelenos consider
crime the most important problem

1 facing the city. Next highest were
> the drought, 13%; drugs, 11%, and
’ police brutality, 8%. Three percent
.
listed Chief Gates and 2% said the
King beating.

\> “Crime is a problem in our
^district, a very serious problem,"
^aid Martin GutieRuiz, a communi-

IVLl



ty organizer challenging Eastside

Councilman Alatorre in the 14th

District.

Referring to the $11.3 million

that the city spent on police -relat-

ed legal settlements and awards
last year, GutieRuiz said: 'That
money could have been put into

foot patrols.”

Some candidates say that police

conduct in the King incident sets a

bad example and makes it more
difficult to persuade impression-

able youths to refrain from anti-
* social behavior.

Last week, Ridley-Thomas ad-

dressed a group of 30 pastors in a

South-Central church, saying:

"You cannot inspire law-abiding

citizenship when the police -force

responsible for upholding the law
violates the law in such a flagrant,

and abusive way. You can’t handle

gang violence when in[LAPD’s]
Foothill [Division], damn, you’ve

got police officers acting in ways
that are worse than gang members

in some instances.”

The King case could even have a

fallout on the normally coveted

endorsements from the Police Pro-

tective League, which is paying

legal fees for the indicted officers.

"At this point in time it’s clearly

a negative,” said former mayoral

aide Tavis Smiley, who is challeng-

ing first-term Westside Council-

woman Galanter. "This community
has generally been supportive of

the LAPD. We need them, it’s not

an anti-police community. But in-

dividuals are concerned about the

King incident.

“[Galanter's] first mailer after

the beating was an. endorsement
from the Protective League. I got a

ton of phone calls from people who
asked, 'What is she, crazy?’

”

Fellow 6th District challenger

Mary Lee Gray,- .who says the'

chief’s job should be changed to an
elective post, questioned whether
Galanter can remain objective

when she is supported by the

Protective League.
"This is the same group of people

who support Gates and the police

regardless of what they’ve done,”

said Gray, senior deputy to county

Supervisor Deane Dana. “So if they

are supporting Ruth Galanter, I

would imagine her hands are tied.”

Galanter said that such conten-

tions are ridiculous. "All of the

police officers that I’ve worked
with in the community are well-

liked by the citizens they work
with,” she said. "Their support will

help.”
*

, Four years ago, Galanter became
the focus of the city’s festering

crime problem when she was
stabbed in the throat by a drug-

abusing former gang member who
broke into her home in the middle

of the night. Police were sum-
moned by neighbors who heard her

screams and house alarm.

I
n . her current campaign; the

Venice resident has stressed the

effectiveness . of Neighborhood
Watch-type community organiza-

tions. "I’m a living testimonial-

thank God it’s ‘living—to the fact

that Neighborhood Watch groups

can really make a difference,” she

said., “My life was saved by my
neighbors.”

In races across the city, candi-

dates are dalling for hiring more
officers, beefed-up foot patrols and
a stronger commitment to job

training and recreational programs

to encourage teens to turn away,

from gangs, drugs and violence.

“We need jobs for young peo-

pie,” said Smiley. “They want a

sense of belonging. When we can’t

give them something to work on
for eight hours a day, five days a

week, they beat someone else on
the head and take what they

have.”

Korenstein and Maddox, ’among
’others, say that some funds con-

trolled by the Community Rede-
*velopment Agency should be tar-

geted for child care, after-school

recreation and job training.

Billy Mills, an 8th District candi-

date, said the impact of crime is

evident as he and others campaign.
’“We see people who won’t even ‘

open their doors for candidates,”

said Mills, whose father served on !

the City Council. “So the crime

issue always confronts you.”



FPTTOR

T

A 1 SFQSr of IHETIMES

FBI Probe Must Push Forward
‘.The U.'S. Justice Depart-

ment must seize an important

• opportunity to' help restore

public confidence in' the Los

Angeles Police Department in

, the wake of-the Rodney King
- beating. •

• '

Police Chief Daryl.Gates has

• announced his ‘own plan to

evaluate and improve police

services. But outside, inde-

pendent authorities familiar

with law enforcement, such as

• the FBI, can- do a better job of

examining the LAPD’s system

to determine if problems exist

with training, discipline or the

chain of command.
. The FBI began investigat-

ing the King incident shortly

after a videotape of the beat-

ing was widely televised. The

quick response was unusual

because federal authorities

typically wait until local

probes and prosecutions have

been completed. But the King

case warranted special atten-

tion, and the FBI probe now
includes contacting all 246

officers in the LAPD's Foot-

hill Division.
•

‘ "

As many as 21 -LAPD offi-

cers were at the beating

scene, and additional officers

participated in an exchange of

derogatory messages- on pa-

trol car computers, that same

night. That raises troubling

questions. Was the verbal be-

havior consistent with the'

physical'behavior in the King

case? Did officers feel free to -

joke about racial groups, or

the use of force, in transmis-

sions? Was this a callous dis-

regard of department policy?

Were there no sanctions for

making such comments? The

answers are best obtained by

independent investigators.

Many officers.have refused

to cooperate with the FBI

without guarantees of immu-

nity from future prosecution.

Officers have the right not to

make statements, but federal

investigators must not be.de-

.

terred. by efforts to close

ranks and stymie the probe.

The FBI investigation is not

a fishing, expedition. It was

prompted by a specific crime.

To determine whether dis-

criminatory patterns or poli-

cies led to .that incident or

other incidents that may have

denied suspects their civil'

rights, federal agents must

interview as many officers as'

possible.

. The King case is an extreme

.

example of what many minor-

ities have complained about

for years, and not just in Los

Angeles. A speedy and thor-

ough federal probe could help

assuage the national outrage.

*:
'
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Who was Eiilia Love? DaVid Kubley? Paul Vema? Rodney King?OJ. Bryant? Gary Murikami?
Tma Kerbrat? Danny Pratt? Most people will remember Eulia Love and, ofcourse, Rodney King, the
subject pfthe'much-viewed videotape of his arrest. =

death ofEuliaLove, as thereisnow overtheforce used againstRodney King.Where was this outcry for
the cops killed protecting you? People will not even remember who they were, even though they died
for you. There was no picketing in front of Parker Center. There were no special hearings by the City
Council or the.Police Commission. There were no community leaders orACLU attorneys demanding
thatofficersbeprovidednioreprotectionorconcernedaboutwhyithappened.Whereweretheprotesters?
Where was their outrage?

*

And, just as importantly, the police officers of this City did not picket or demonstrate in various
communities to protestthe failure ofthose community leaders or parents orpeers to adequately control
those in theirenvironmentwho committed such heinous crimes.We don’tblame communities or a class

or group ofpeople for the acts committed by individuals because weknow everyone is responsible for

his or herown actions. Thosewho attempt to blame an entire group are playing a fool’s game and trying

to dupe the public.

We aregovemedby law, and it is an insult to seesomepublic figures and attorneyswho demand that

the laws be adhered to, now turn toward mob mle to foster their own political cause.

Archbishop RogerMahony, at the funeral ofOfficerTina Kerbrat said to the gathering of4,OCX)law
enforcement officers present,- “We owe you an apology for not doing our job by allowing people to rBi/DC
commit vicious crimes against you. We ask you to please forgive us.”We do! We forgive because we •

understand human frailties and imperfections in others as we do in ourselves. - _ ,^ ..

04A-IA-



Now you, thepeople ofL.A., mustdo the same sowe can geton with life as we, yourpolice officers,

have done so many times.

Zos Angeles Police RevolverandAthletic Chib

California OrientalPeace Officers Association

LAPD Centurions FootballTeam

Zos Angeles Police Protective League
(On behalfofour 8,000 members)

The Shomrim Society ofSouthern California
(AJewish FraternalLaw EnforcementAssociation)

Latino Peace Officers Association
(JLPOA)

Hispanic Law EnforcementAdministrators
(HLEA)

Los Angeles Police Department Family Support Group
(Widows andFamilies ofDeceasedLAPD Officers)

Los Angeles Women Police Officers Association

(LAWPOA)
Los Angeles Police Command Officers Association

Los Angeles Police ReliefAssociation Los Angeles Police MemorialFoundation

Association ofBlack Law Enforcement Executives
(ABLE)

LatinAmerican Law Enforcement Association
(LA LEY)

Los Angeles Police Credit Union ^

KoreanAmerican Law EnforcementAssociation
(KALEA)

OscarJoelBryant Foundation
(Black Police Association Representing allof

Southern California)

LA.P.D. Police Officer rescues

child in barricadedsuspect
incident.
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to Head Mayor’s

Probe ofLAPD
By GLENN R BUNTING
•TIMES STAFF WRITER

Mayor Tom Bradley today will

appoint former Deputy Secretary

of State Warren M. Christopher

chairman of a seven-member citi-

zens' commission that will launch

an unprecedented investigation of

the Police Department in the wake
of the Rodney G. King beating, it

was learned Sunday.
In addition, recently retired As-

sistant Police Chief Jesse A. Brew-
er and noted criminologist James

Q. Wilson will be named senior

advisers to the citizens' panel.

Naming of the commission is the

latest in a series of political moves
engineered by the mayor's office to

bring pressure on Police Chief

Daryl F. Gates to resign, a decision

the mayor has said he regards as a

necessary first step toward patch-

ing police-community relations.,

Bradley is expected to announce
the commission appointments at a

news conference this morning, ac-

cording to City Hall sources who
requested anonymity. They said

the mayor and the commission will

raise more than $1 million in pri-

vate funds and donations to scruti-

nize police operations as well as

allegations of police brutality.

“We believe that the members
are of such a high caliber and the

staffing and funding so well devel-

oped that the citizens’ commission

will restore confidence in the Po-

lice Department,” said a source

familiar with the panel.

Christopher, 65, is the widely

respected chairman of the Los
Angeles law firm O’Melveny &

• Myers who served as deputy attor-

ney general in the Johnson Admin-

istration and deputy secretary of
state in the Carter Administration.
• In 1980, Christopher was the key
negotiator in the release of the 52
American hostages held in Iran. He
was Bradley's top -choice to serve
as chairman of the blue-ribbon
panel, the sources said.

' Brewer, 69, who retired a month
ago after a 38-year career with the
LAPD, was the highest ranking,
black in the history of the depart-
ment. His name has been men-
tioned by leaders in the minority
community as an ideal interim
replacement for Gates should the
chief choose to retire any time
soon.

- Brewer will serve as one of three
senior advisers to the commission.
Joining him will be Wilson, a
nationally recognized criminologist

Who has studied crime and police

behavior for more than 20 years.
Wilson formerly taught at Harvard
University and is now the Collins

professor of management and pub-
lic policy at UCLA.

N one of the three men could be
reached Sunday.

Bill Chandler, a spokesman for*

the mayor, declined to comment on
the makeup of the panel.

‘

The mayor's commission is the
second group formed within the
last week to review law enforce-
ment training and procedures in

Los Angeles.
Last week, Gates disclosed that

he had appointed retired state
Supreme Court Justice John A.
Arguelles and retired USC Presi-
dent James H. Zumberge to lead a
separate inquiry into police .mis-
conduct. Three other panel mem-
bers are expected to be named by
Arguelles, who retired in 1989 and
currently practices law in Orange
County. *

^

.

Gates* panel was announced as
part of a 10-point plan intended to

avoid a recurrence of the police

beating of King, who was struck
more than 50 times with night-
sticks. Gates did not address pre-
cisely the funding or staffing levels

for the “Arguelles Panel,” raising

questions about his commission's
independence. The panel is expect-
ed to rely heavily on police funds
and personnel.
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Since the King beating in Lake
View Terrace was videotaped by
an amateur photographer on
March 3, allegations of racism and
abusive conduct have been lodged
against Los Angeles police officers.
An array of community groups and
national leaders have called for
Gates to resign, but the chief has
stood firm, saying he has no plans
to leave before the King scandal is
behind him and his department.

L^fV-WV-
FBI/ DOJ
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Warren M. Christopher Jesse A. Brewer

“The public is interested in an

independent analysis of what hap-*

pened [in the King incident] and of

the Police Department/’ said an

official in the mayor’s office. “The

mayor believes that, only by ap-

pointing an independent group and

assuring them independent fund-

ing, can you assure that the final

report has credibility.”

For the last three weeks, the

mayor’s office has waged a behind-

the-scenes campaign, led by Depu-

ty Mayor Mark Fabiani, to seek

Gates’ removal.

The effort has included naming

civil libertarian and Gates critic

Stanley Sheinbaum to fill one of

two vacancies on the Police Com-
mission, coordinating calls for

Gates to resign by community

groups and lobbying council mem-
bers to publicly denounce the chief..

So far, only Councilman^ Michael

Woo has demanded that Gates step

down.

Fabiani could not be reached for

comment Sunday.

Bradley and the citizens’ com-

mission are expected to raise more

than $1 million in funds and donat-

ed services through businesses,

foundations and universities. The

money will be used primarily to set

up a staff and conduct a massive

inquiry into Police Department

practices and procedures, the

sources said.

The mayor’s office also has stud-

ied the possibility of arming the

panel with subpoena power

through the city’s Police Commis-

sion.

At his press conference today,

Bradley is expected to lay out an

elaborate and detailed charge for

the commission members, who will

appear with him at City Hall.

The mayor’s panel will ‘be pat-

terned after the Knapp Commis-

sion, which investigated corruption

in the New York Police. Depart-

ment two decades ago. That com-

mission, which also had subpoena

power, found a pattern of systemic

police corruption and recom-

mended broad reforms to clean up

the problem.
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M ayor Tom Bradley was set to announce
today the formation of a special citi-

zens’ commission to launch a thorough

investigation into the structure and operation of

the Los Angeles Police Department, focusing

specifically on police brutality.

This is the latest effort by the mayor to

assuage the local and national outrage over the

videotaped police beating of an unarmed motor-

ist, Rodney King. It’s a necessary step, for only

a totally independent and comprehensive probe

of the King incident can restore public confi-

dence in the LAPD. The notion of another

special “commission” often draws understanda-

ble sighs. But a properly conceived and execut-

ed panel can and has worked.

THE MODEL: The panel is modeled on the

Knapp Commission, which 20 years ago probed

corruption in the New York Police Department
after the police hierarchy there proved consid-

erably less than willing to investigate allega-

tions of widespread wrongdoing. A similar,

totally independent commission that is not

reliant on the LAPD or the city for resources is

needed here to go beyond the scope of existing

investigations, including the narrowly charged

panel created by LAPD Chief Daryl F. Gates.

The New York panel of five private citizens,

named after its chairman, Whitman Knapp,
uncovered evidence of broad, systemic corrup-

tion, which it called an “extensive department-

wide phenomenon, indulged in to some degree

by a sizable majority of those on the force.” It

recommended broad reforms to deter corrup-

tion, discourage cover-ups and encourage hon-

est officers and commanders who were willing

to blow the whistle on colleagues. The com-
mission also galvanized public opinion and
helped remove what had become a nearly

blanket suspicion of all police officers.

THE LESSONS: The investigative panel

encountered financial uncertainty when the

New York City Council balked at renewing

funding. But the commission, which spent about

$750,000 two decades ago, was rescued with

federal law-enforcement funds.
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To prevent similar problems here, the mayor
and the commission are expected to raise more
than $1 million in private funds and services

from foundations, corporations and universities.

That should provide protection from political

.
meddling and give the commission the inde-

n pendence necessary to do a tough and unbiased
job. Thus, the membership of the citizens

commission is of paramount importance.

THE COMMISSIONERS: To lead the Los

Angeles panel, the city needs a person of

independence and probity. Today the mayor
will announce the appointment of Warren
Christopher, a world-respected local attorney

who was deputy secretary of state in the Carter

Administration, and a public servant of the

highest caliber. He is an outstanding choice.

' * All additional members need to bring compa-
rable high-caliber talents to this commission.

Another pick, as a senior adviser to the panel,

is James Q. Wilson, a nationally recognized

expert on urban policing at UCLA. He is an
excellent choice because he understands the

monumental challenges facing police officers in

modern cities.

Another excellent mayoral appointment as a

senior adviser is Jesse A. Brewer, who retired

recently as assistant ,chief of the LAPD. He
brings expertise on the inner workings of the

department and a reputation for independence.

THE POWERS: The commission is expected

to work similarly to the Knapp model, which
had a full-time, independent staff that included

former prosecutors with law-enforcement
backgrounds. To uncover patterns of graft and
cover-ups, the Knapp Commission held public

hearings and subpoenaed testimony from police

officers. That is worth doing in Los Angeles.

In fact, the citizens , commission--if it’s as

successful as most people of good, yril} An tjii^ i&tenlS.



city hope—could serve as a model for a truly

independent city police commission. This crisis

has shown that the current Police Commis-
sion—as constituted under outmoded City

Charter provisions—is woefully under-funded
and inadequately staffed to fully perform its

task. Even when faced with its current assign-

'

ment to investigate the Rodney King case, the

Police Commission must depend on the LAPD
to provide a small staff and minuscule budget.
THE GOAL: The fallout from the King

beating unfairly has tarnished all police officers

locally and nationally. To reduce those suspi-

cions, the citizens commission must be prepared
to stand up to the LAPD, the Police Commis-
sion, the City Council and even the mayor.
The citizens commission must be accountable

only to the public in its quest to get at the truth

of the strengths and of the problems that need
correcting within the LAPD. In so doing the

commission can restore full confidence in.

a

proud department. It's a task of ;the utmost
importance not only to the Los Angeles Police

Department, but to all of Los Angeles.
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King Beating
Members of the Assn, of Black Law

Enforcement Executives (ABLE) are

deeply hurt and embarrassed by the sav-

age brutality inflicted upon Rodney King.

The acts perpetrated by those officers

cannot be defended by any of us. Their

actions were criminal behavior-and there is

more and more evidence to show that it

was a racially motivated event. However,
we firmly believe that this is not indicative

of the way that all police officers routinely

perform their duties.

- The current situation has compromised
the strong relationship that the depart-

ment has had with the community and put

the police at a disadvantage in serving the

public. When public trust is lost, efforts

must be made to quickly regain that trust

so that the customary high level of law-

enforcement service can be restored to the

people of Los Angeles. We must now
concentrate our- efforts on investigating

and re-evaluating police-citizen contacts

because the community perceives the ac-

tivity displayed in the videotape as routine

police practice.

Much has been said and written about

Chief Daryl F. Gates and the measure of his

responsibility in regard to the incident. The
call for the resignation of Gates is a

simplistic and an unwarranted answer to a

much larger problem. The man is not the

issue. The tenure of the chief of police is

separate and apart from what should be the

.main issue. Support for ensuring that

justice is done through the execution of a

thorough investigation, the proper admin-

istration of discipline for the involved

officers and the establishment of a system

to repair the harm that has been done to

the community should be the main objec-

tives. Chief Gates has provided leadership

for this organization in all functions of

management, including training and the

administration of discipline. It is ludicrous

to place blame at the feet of one person.

Every police officer in the Los Angeles

Police Department must rightfully share

the burden and the responsibility for

rectifying the harm that has been done to

this department by being professional and

courteous in every public contact.
.

Whatever punishment the officers, re-

ceive will not change what occurred to

King, but will put in place graphic steps to

rebuild public confidence in the LAPD and

remind officers of the necessity of main-

taining a reverence' for the law while

jealously guarding public trust.
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As we seek strategies to eradicate the
underlying causes of this terrible incident,
we must look to the community to maintain
and enhance those cooperative partner-
ships that have sustained us 'for so many
years. As an integral part.of the communi-
ty, we must regain community trust in the
Los Angeles Police Department's ability to
do its job' in a fair, humane, and even-
handed manner.

LYMAN DOSTER
President ofABLE

4
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Woo Takes Call for Gates to Quit

to Black Churches, Ministers
By JOHN L. MITCHELL
TIMES STAFF WRITER

Michael Woo, the first Los Angeles City

Council member to call for Police Chief

Daryl F. Gates to resign over the Rodney
G. King case, made the rounds to several

churches in the black community iast

weekend in what one influential minister

described as ah apparent prelude to a run

for mayor in 1993.

Woo was given time to speak on the.

Gates controversy at three busy Easter

services Sunday, including one at First

African Methodist Episcopal Church,

where Mayor Tom Bradley is a longtime

member and trustee. Woo also addressed

the issue Monday before 150 ministers of

the Baptist Ministers Conference of Los

Angeles and Southern California.

Woo downplayed any political motiva-

tion on his part, saying he was speaking at

churches and to ministers across the city in

an effort to heal racial divisions that have

erupted in the wake of the March 3 beating

of King by police. The incident ha$^had

racial overtones because the officers -are

white and King is black.

“I want to heal the wounds that have
ppened up,” Woo said; “‘This is not a black

or white issue but a broader citywide issue

that applies to everyone. :And I feel I am
uniquely able to make this statement

because first I called for Chief Gates to

resign and I am an Asian-American, nei-

ther white nor black.” .

.

Woo said he is “interested” in running

for mayor but has not made a decision.

Bradley, mayor for 18 years, has not

announced whether he will seek a sixth

term in 1993.

Woo’s call for Gates’ resignation and
“the restoratipn of public confidence in the

Los Angeles Police Department” was well

received by the congregation at First

A.M.E., where one of the pastors credited

Woo with taking a strong stance against
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according to the mayor’s office.

“The mayor was aware that
Mike went over to First A.M.E.
church,” said Vallee .Bunting, a
spokeswoman for Bradley. “He
fully supports Mr. Woo’s right to

appear at the church. Since Mr.
Woo is the only council member to
call for Mr. Gates’ resignation, he

* thought that First A.M.E. would be
a good forum to explain his position

on this matter,”

Councilman Nate Holden, who
has expressed an interest in run-
ning for mayor in 1993, said he
talked with Murray about -Woo’s
appearance. Holden said he be-
lieves that the mayor had a role in

arranging for Woo to take the
pulpit but would not elaborate.

“He was given time at the pulpit

on Easter Sunday, one of the

highest religious holidays,” said

golden, who has not called for
’ Gates to resign.

Murray said his church was very

supportive. of Woo’s call for Gates

• to resign. “There may be pockets of

support for Gates in the black

community but the overwhelming

feeling is that he should step

down,” he said.

Bradley has stopped short of

' calling outright for Gates’ resigna-

tion.

Rev. Frank J. Higgins, president
** of the* Baptist Ministers Confer-

ence, said his group had called for

Gates to resign shortly after re-

ports of the King beating became FBI/DOJ

public.

Michael Woo

police brutality and described him
as a potential “mayoral candidate”
in 1993.

Rev. Cecil L. Murray at First

A.M.E. said it appeared that Woo’s
visit was designed to “build friends

and bridges, a future network of
support for a race for mayor, which
is legitimate,”

.

Woo said .he telephoned Murray
> shortly after he publicly called for

_ Gates’ resignation. Murray said
* Woo asked for permission to ad-

dress the congregation and it was
granted.

Woo’s visit to First A.M.E. took
place with the blessing of Bradley,
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2nd panel to

probe LAPP
Bradley creates commission to

i remedy *crisis ofconfidence*
\
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By Patrick McGreevy
.Daily News Staff Writer

Saying the Rodney King beat-

ing had led to a “crisis of confi-

dence” in the LAPD, Mayor
.Tom Bradley created a seven-

member commission Monday
with sweeping powers to look at

the leadership, .oversight and
operations of the department.

Bradley said the investigation,

•which could cost up to $ 1 million

and take about 90 days, will be

Related stories: ,

Trial starts for officers involved in

1988 raid on apartments. Back Page

Woman awarded $55,000 in illegal

: detainment case. Back Page

led by attorney Warren Chris-

topher, a deputy attorney general

in Lyndon Johnson’s administra-

tion and deputy secretary of state

in Jimmy Carter’s administra-

tion. *

The panel will be privately
1

funded to bolster its indepen-
dence and have power to subpoe-

na witnesses to testify, Bradley
said at a City Hall news ’ confer-

ence.

“The Christopher Commission
will deal with the whole range of.

the problem ofpolice brutality in

Los Angeles,” Bradley said. “The.

time has come for a reasoned, ob-

jective, thorough and construc-

tive examination of the structure

and operation of the police de-

apartment.”
^

.

* Other members Bradley
* named to the commission are

Rpy Anderson, chairman emeri-

tus ofLockheed Corp.; Leo F. Es-

trada, an associate professor of

t Architecture and Urban Planning

. at th$ University of California,

-Los Angeles; Mickey Kantor, a
> partner in the law firm of Man-
- att, Phelps and Phillips; Andrea
-Sheridan Ordin, a former United
States attorney; Dr. Robert Tran-
quada, dean of the University of

^ Southern California School of

Medicine, and John Slaughter,

. president of Occidental College.

Named as advisers were re-

tired Deputy Police Chief Jesse

Brewer, James Q. Wilson, a well-

• known criminologist and UCLA
professor, and former New York.

.
City police commissioner Patrick.

Murphy.
The appointment of the

- mayor’s commission comes less

than one week after Police Chief

Daryl F. Gates announced the

formation of his own citizens

panel, to be headed by former
state Supreme Court Justice John
Arguelles. ^ ..

Gates’ commission will focus

on excessive-force cases and po- .

"

lice training procedures— a nar-.
'

'

rower role than that of the Chris-

p topher Commission.
The chief said he “could not be

more pleased” with the mayor’s
commission.

“We welcome an examination

by any group that acts in good
faith with fairness ad objectivi- .

ty,” Gates said in a statement. “I

believe that the Christopher
Commission is made up of peo-

ple of high quality who possess

an abundance ofthe above attrib-

utes.”

,
Christopher, chairman of the

law firm of O’Melveny & Myers,

said: “I look forward to working

'with the Arguelles Commission.
Their charge is much narrower

.than ours. I don’t really see it as

ieing competitive or incompati-

ble.”
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EXAMINING THE LAPP
I There are now six agencies or panels examining the Los Angeles Po-

lice Department in the wake of the police beating' of Rodney King on

March 3. Here is a look at their investigations:

The Christopher Commission: Named by Mayor Tom Bradley on Monday,
the commission headed by former Deputy Attorney General Warren
Christopher will look at the entire structure and operation of the LAPD,
including the role of the police chief and the Police Commission. It will

also examine the investigation and prosecution by the District Attor-

ney's Office of officers accused of using excessive force.

The Arguelles Commission: The commission, headed by former state

Supreme Court Justice John Arguelles, will look specifically at the is-

sue of excessive force and at police training procedures. Officials say

its scope will be more narrow than that of the Christopher,Commis-
sion.

The Los Angeles City Council: The council recently voted to spend $1.5

million on an audit of the Police Department to determine whether the

large number of police officers added to the force in recent years has
been deployed effectively.

The Police Commission: This panel, a standing commission appointed

by the mayor, is reviewing whether Police Chief Daryl F. Gates should

be disciplined as a result of the King incident and whether there is a

pattern of excessive force in LAPD arrests. *

The District Attorney's Office: Investigators are examining police con-

duct in the Foothill Division, where the King beating occurred.

The U.S. Justice Department: FBI agents are investigating the Foothill
.

Division in connection with a Justice Department's civil rights investiga-

tion

DAILY NEWS

The Police Commission, the

|City Council, the District Attor-

ney’s Office and the U.S. Justice

Department also are investigat-

ing aspects of the LAPD in the

wake of the videotaped beating

p
ofKing by police officers in Lake
View Terrace March 3.

Bradley said he hopes the com-
mission’s report, expected to be
completed in 90 days, will help

end what he called a crisis of con-
' fidence in the LAPD that result-

ed from the King incident.

“I think there is a need for us

to restore public confidence in
' the LAPD and *to restore the
' prestige and morale of the men
and women who make up that

1 great department,” Bradley said.
:

r
"I can think of no better way to

"start that process than by ap-

pointing a high-level, indepen-
dent commission that will bring

to this study the prestige that

each of them enjoys individual-
ity.”

Four LAPD officers have been
indicted on criminal charges in

'the beating of King, 25, and the

Los Angeles County grand jury

is reviewing charges against 17

other officers who witnessed the
* beating. The incident sparked
widespread calls for Gates to re-

sign, but the chief said he will not

retire until public confidence in

the department is restored.

Bradley said that the police is-

.
sues the Christopher Commis-

* sion will review will include:

Whether the City Charter
should be changed regarding the

appointment, disciplining and re-

moval of the police chiefs who is

^protected by the civil service

commission.
The selection, training and

disciplining of officers.

,
The effectiveness of the

^command structure.

What the proper role should

^be for the Police Commission

and whether its staff should con-

tinue to be made up of Police De-

I
partment employees. „

The inquiry could cost up to $ 1

t
million. The funds would be
raised privately, and the $1 mil-

I
lion estimate includes the value

- of in-kind services, such as don-

ated time by attorneys, said Bill

Chandler, a spokesman for the
mayor.

Christopher brings to the com-
mission experience as former
Deputy Attorney General of the
United States, former Deputy
Secretary of State and former
vice chairman of the McCone
Commission, which investigated

the Watts riots in 1965.

“We hope to make this the
most probing analysis of its kind

ever conducted,” Christopher
said Monday. “It will be an ot*

jective, independent and non-
partisan review.”

Christopher said the panel,
which met for the first time Mon-
day, also will talk to police offi-

cers about the department’s
problems.

In addition to the Arguelles

and Christopher commissions,
the mayor-appointed Police
Commission and the City Coun-
cil also are examining police

operations in the wake of the
King beating. Bradley and Chris-

topher said they do not think the

new panel’s review will conflict

with any of the other investiga-

tions, saying the new panel is,

looking for long-term solutions. *

Bradley, who has said that

Gates* retirement would help
start the healing process for the

community, repeatedly emphar

‘

sized that the panel will be inde-

pendent of his office.

He denied Monday that the

panel’s objectivity should be
questioned because of his ap-
pointment of Kantor, who was
one of Bradley’s attorneys during

a 1989 city attorney’s investiga-

tion into Bradley’s personaLfi-

.

nances.

“I think that has nothing to do
with the work of this commis-
sion,” Bradley said. He said Kan-
tor’s reputation of integrity is

above reproach. • .

'
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commission head Waren Christopher, Mayor Tom Bradley!?
District Attorney Ira Reiner and John Slaughter. rjj

PROFILES OF COMMISSION
Mayor Tom Bradley appointed a seven-member
commission Monday to review police brutali-
tV issues and the operations of the Los Angeles
Police Department. The commission members
are: -

® Warren Christopher, who will be chairman of the
commission. Christopher, 65, is a former depu-
ty attorney general and former deputy secre-
tary of state. He is now serving as.chairman of
the O'Melveny and Myers law firm, which acts
as legal counsel for bonds issues by the city of
Los Angeles. Christopher was also vice chair-
man of the McCone Commission, which investi-
gated the Watts riots in 1965.

Mickey Kantor, a partner in the law firm of Man-
att, Phelps and Phillips and one of Mayor Tom
Bradley’s defense attorneys during a 1989 in-
vestigation by the city attorney into Bradley’s
'DAILY NEWS

MEMBERS
personal finances. Kantor, 50, is also a member
of the Los Angeles Conservation Corps, the
California Commission on Campaign Financing
and the American Jewish Committee. He has
been active in Democratic Party campaigns, in-

cluding Walter Mondale’s 1984 bid for the pres-
idency.

i?
I Dr. Robert Tronquatfa, dean of the University of*

1

Southern California School of Medicine. Tran- v
quada is the former medical director of the

>%/

County-USC Medical Center, and former region-
al director, of the Los Angeles County Depart-

V

ment of Health Services.
} .

;

Andrea Sheridan Ordin, a former United States
attorney and chief assistant state Attorney Gen-
eral. Ordin is head of litigation for the Los An-
geles law firm of Pepper, Hamilton and
.Scheetz.

John Slaughter, president of Occidental Col-
lege and former chancellor for the University of
Maryland. He has served on the President’s
Commission on the National Collegiate Athletic
Association and the San Diego Urban League.

Leo F. Estrada, associate professor at the

'

Graduate School of Architecture and Urban &
Planing at UCLA. Estrada recently served as a *

principal adviser during the redistricting of the

.

Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors* dis- \ *

tricts.
. v

Roy Anderson, chairman emeritus of the Lock-
heed Corp. and a member of the board of trust- ^
ees of Stanford University. He is also on the ^
board of directors of First Interstate Bank of

^

'

California. 1'

Bradley’s announcement of tjie

Christopher Commission drew
skepticism from George AlianQ,

' president of the Police Protective

League, which represents 8,0$)
police officers. /

• “They are high-powered peo-
* pie but they don’t know what
happens on the street,” Aliano

k
said. “If the problem is gping to

. be solved it has to be solved by

.'the people accused of doing
fi things wrong.”

Aliano said the Police Protec-
tive League plans to announce
later this week that it will con-
duct its own review of problems

: plaguing the Police Department.
Aliano said he does not. see

much difference between the
goals of the commissions ap-
pointed by Gates and Bradley.

:
“They’re just different peo-

ple,” he said. i

f However, the mayor’s annou-
ncement of the commission was
supported at the news conference
by District Attorney Ira Reiper

. and City Council president John
^Ferraro.

j
But Reiner doubted that tiie

,
commission alone can restore

« confidence in Police Depart-
ment.

^

-

y “It is not the purpose of this
^commission to restore public
^confidence in the Los Angeles;

h
Police Department because that*

can only be done by the departs
* ment itself,” Reiner said, adding*
t-that confidence only can be res-’

,
tored by police “deeds, not pub-!
Uic relations.”

;
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Mayor Tom Bradley’s statements on the March 3 beating o{ Rodney
King and whether Police Chief Daryl F. jGates should resign.*

Date:

Edition:

LOS ANGELES TIMES
WED. APRIL 3 , 1991
Front Section , Page 10

^.BRADLEY'S CHANGE OF VIEW

MARCH 5: After viewing an amateur videotape showing white
police officers beating a black suspect as he lay on the ground: "Iam
as shocked and outraged as anyone . This is something we cannot and
will not tolerate

.

. . . Appropriate action will be taken by the\PoUce]

Department and the Police Commission”

MARCH 6: While Gates calls the beating an aberration, Bradley
says it points to a breakdown in leadership that begins with the
chief: “The supervision does, in fact, flow from the top of the

» department down-through his orders and instructions, through his

training

.

. . . We want to see where there was a breakdown, a
departure from established orders.”

* MARCH 12: Bradley proposes that the chief and department
managers be subject to a performance review and possible dismissal

every five years, but insists he is not

.

trying to pressure Gates to step down:
“I get letters from all over the country

from people saying that Ishould fire

Daryl Gates, but they don’t understand
that it can’t be done. The [City] Charter
doesn’t permit it”

MARCH 18: While in Hawaii on a
business trip, Bradley comments on
racial slurs contained in police radio

and computer communications: "It is

no longer possible for any objective

person to regard the King beating as an
aberration. We must face the fact that

there appears to be a dangerous trend of
racially motivated incidents running

;

through at least some segments of our Police Department.”

MARCH 19: In an interview broadcast by KCAL Channel-9,

.

Bradley says the beating of King and its aftermath have caused the
Police Department’s reputation to suffer ‘‘grievous" injuries: “It

would help. . . in the healing process if the chief would retire”
'

MARCH 20: Upon his return from Hawaii, Bradley tells reporters
P

at LAX the only way for the department to recover is for Gates “to
remove.himself from the center of the [storm]

”

m MARCH 21: At Banning High School in Wilmington, Bradley

'

responds to the question of whether Gates should resign: “Only he
has, the authority and ability to say, retire ’ No requests are going to

make any difference until the chief recognizes'that he, by staying on,

may be damaging the department.”
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APRIL 2: Bradley meets privately with Gates and later announces:
“I called upon Mr. Gates to resign as chief of police

Compiled by Times editorial researcher Cecilia Rasmussen
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QUIT FOR GOOD OF CITY
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Police: The chief

promptly rejects the

demand. The mayor cites .

damage to the
-

department’s reputation

and loss of public

confidence.

By HECTOR TOBAR
.

• and RICHARD A. SERRANO
'
'TIMES STAFF WRITERSV

. ,

Mayor Tom Bradley called on
Los Angeles Police Chief Daryl F.

4 Gates to resign Tuesday ‘Tor the

, good of the LAPD and the welfare
* of all of Los Angeles,” a demand

the chief promptly rejected.

The standoff marked a sharp

escalation in the monthlong con-
- troversy over the police beating of

'Rodney G. King, transforming ,it

5 into a battle of wills between two
of the city's most powerful public

officials.

In a live televised address, Brad-
ley said he met privately with

Gates at City Hall earlier in the day
and asked the chief to step down
from the post he has held for 13

.years. But Bradley said Gates told

him: “Mayor, I think you're wrong
and I will not resign.”

; Having failed in private to per-

suade the chief to resign, Bradley
=

went before the public. “The Los
' Angeles Police Department is at a

crossroads in its great history,” the

* mayor said. “When the public be-

gins to lose confidence in the chifef,

' and in the LAPD, the chief has
only one choice. He must’ step

k .aside.”

Gates, emerging from his Parker
Center office after the mayor's

address, appeared calm and un-

f
shaken and vowed not to resign.

,
“There are 8,300 members of this

, department who are depending on *

me to stay and to provide 'some
- 'leadership out of this situation,”

‘Gates said. “I believe I can provide

that leadership and I will do that.”

He added: “I don't believe that

8,300 police officers will follow the
mayor anywhere.”
King was beaten March 3 by

LAPD officers who struck him
more than 50 times with their

batons after a car chase in the San
Fernando Valley.

' The beating, videotaped by a
amateur cameraman, has prompted
a. national outcry against police

brutality and many calls for Gates'

resignation. Gates has publicly

condemned the actions of the offi-

cers, but claimed it was an “aber-

ration” and not part of a pattern of

police abuse of citizens.

Bradley's call for Gates' depar-
. ture drew a wide range of predic-

tions about how the struggle be-
tween the two leaders will be

* resolved. ,

Tf the chief resigns, it will create

a firestorm,” said Councilwoman
Joy Picus, a Gates supporter. “It

* would polarize the city, not heal

the city. I believe the only person
who can make the changes re-

t quired within the department is the
J chief of police himself.”

Police Commissioner Melanie
. Lomax, who often has been critical

of the chief, predicted otherwise.

“Mayor Bradley's statements
will be given great weight,” Lomax
said. “I think it's going to be one of
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those pivotal events in this crisis
that, in all likelihood, will increase
the pressure that has been brought
to bear on the chief of police.”
' In his' speech, Bradley said the

-
King case, and Gates' refusal to

, leave office, have damaged the
* department's reputation and ruined
1

public confidence in the Police
' Department.
; “I simply will not stand by as our

city is split apart,” Bradley said.
/ “We must come together. We must
* heal.”

Directing many of his remarks to
-the chief personally, the mayor
said: “Chief Gates, now is the 'time

‘

l for you to do the right thing-for
.
your officers, for your department,
for the public you serve.”
Bradley also addressed the offi-

x
cers under Gates’ command. “As an
LAPD veteran, I empathize with
the thousands of honorable officers

» who have watched helplessly as
the department's prestige has been

‘ seriously tarnished. . . .The dam-
age to the department's reputation

. cannot continue.”

His remarks, which lasted 3V6
* minutes, were in sharp contrast to

his cautious statements in the past
r\ four weeks in which lie always
* stopped short of calling for Gates'
\ resignation.

} Earlier, Bradley had said Gates'
- resignation would be “the only
; way to start the healing process” in

; a city divided by the beating, but
* that the decision to resign was up
* to the chief.



But Tuesday, Bradley crossed
the line. “Unfortunately, Chief
Gates has not recognized the im-
pact he is having on the LAPD,”
the mayor said. “His reactions to

the tragic Rodney King beating
have made an ugly situation even
worse.”

^ A s mayor,” he added, “I have
reluctantly concluded that

I can no longer wait for Daryl
Gates to do what is best for the'

LAPD.”
Instead, the mayor continued,

Gates has embarked upon a public

relations campaign to keep his job

“that has only deepened our
wounds and widened our differ-

ences.”

Gates denied that he has orches-
trated a public relations effort on
his own behalf, saying that thou-
sands of “just plain folks” have
come to his defense.

The chief stressed that he would
step down ' only if a panel he
appointed last week to review
LAPD procedures determines that

he was “derelict” in performing his

duties.

“If they find that I have been
derelict . . . I'll say goodby. But I

don't think I have,” Gates said.

He ,read from a 1989 report by
City Atty. James K. Hahn criticiz-

ing Bradley’s ties to financial insti-

tutions that dealt with the city and
the mayor’s efforts to secure city

funds for a scandal-plagued Afri-

can trade group.
* “Ethics is what we’re really

)
talking about,” Gates told reporters

, after citing the report. “He’s called

on me to do the moral thing,

getting into ethics. Well, no one's

ever questioned my ethics. No
one’s ever questioned my integrity

or my honesty.” *

Last month, the Los Angeles
County grand jury indicted four

j
LAPD officers in the beating on
charges that include assault with a
deadly weapon and assault under
the color of authority. The officers

have pleaded not guilty.

In addition, six other govern-
ment inquiries into the Police De-
partment and the King incident are
under way.

Gates was appointed chief by the
Police Commission in 1978. Ac-
cording to the City Charter, a
police chief has Civil Service pro-
tections and can be fired or disci-

plined by the commission only if it

can show “cause,” usually inter-

preted to mean misconduct or will-,

ful neglect of official duties.

As a result, there have been calls

in City Hall to change the Charter.

Despite the legal difficulties in

ousting Gates, a public ground-
swell—fueled in part by Bradley’s

office and the American Civil Lib-

erties Union—has grown demand-
ing his resignation.

Others who want him removed
include several African-American
groups, such as the Urban League
and the National Assn, for the

Advancement of Colored People.

A variety of local and national
‘

political leaders also have called on
Gates to step down, including City

Councilman Michael Woo, state

Assembly Speaker Willie Brown
(D-San Francisco) and U.S. Sen.

'Joseph Biden (D-Delaware).
Woo, the only City Council

member to demand Gates* resigna-

tion, said after the. mayor’s speech:

“Mayor Bradley has taken a very
bold step in the best interests of the

Police Department and the
city. . . . Now it is up to Chief

Gates to- let the healing begin "by

stepping down.”
In contrast, Gates has received

the support of Gov. Pete Wilson
and several City Council members,
including Picus, Hal Bernson, Joan

Milke Flores and council President

John Ferraro. . .

Bradley’s * speech, according to

* sources at City Hall, culminated

weeks of behind-the-scenes ef-

forts, directed by his top aide,

Deputy Mayor Mark Fabiani.

On March 15, Bradley appointed
*

:\civil libertarian Stanley Shein-
v baum to the Police Commission, a

move hailed by those seeking the

chief’s resignation. On March 26,

;
Bradley replaced one of the five

Civil Service commissioners who
eventually could decide whether
Gates should be fired.

The mayor’s office also worked
with, community groups that are

demanding new LAPD leadership

and lobbied ' council 'members to

publicly denounce the chief.

In public, however, Bradley said

his office was not working to

unseat Gates. The mayor repeated-

ly said he would not. call for the

chief to step down because it was
unlikely that Gates would do so.

“I think he has been advised by
‘ some people already and he’s made

it very clear that he has no inten-

tion of leaving,” Bradley said on
’ March 21 during a tour of South

-

Central Los Angeles. “He’s told me
that. So I don’t believe in engaging

•in fruitless activities.”
" Six days later, Bradley told a

press conference: “There have
been a number of people who have

r called for the chief’s resignation. I

have not done so. . . . i think that
? the chief is the one who is going to

have to recognize when his retire-

ment is required in order to bring
about that process.”

Under fire from various commu-
nity groups and political

,
leaders,

Gates has responded with his own
public relations campaign. He has
appeared on a number of television

talk shows—including “Prime
Time Live”- and “Face the Na-

. tion”—and addressed a crowd of
supporters at a Police Academy
rally. Los Angeles police Officers

and their supporters began wear-
ing blue ribbons to symbolize their
solidarity with the chief and his

department.

Gates’ most comprehensive ef-

fort* to restore confidence in the
LAPD came last week, when he
announced a 10-point plan to im-

' prove community relations and
. explore the causes of police brutal-

ity. *
;

,
The cornerstone of the plan was

the -appointment of a committee
- chaired by retired state Supreme
i
Court Justice John A. Arguelles.
The committee is to conduct an

:
exhaustive inquiry into the LAPD’s

. training practices and policies.

On Monday, Bradley countered
: by announcing the appointment of
* his own review panel, headed by
1

former Deputy Secretary of State
• Warren M. Christopher.

Arguelles and Christopher said
Monday they had discussed coordi-
nating the efforts of their commit-

’

tees.

The Christopher Commission
was a key element in the mayor’s
campaign to remove Gates from
office, and the announcement that
the two committees could work

- together appeared to temporarily
* frustrate Bradley’s attempts at

persuading the chief to resign.
- In a statement released Tuesday,
Bradley spokesman Bill Chandler
hinted that accepting members of
the Gates-appointed Arguelles
Commission into the mayor's com-
mission would compromise the lat-

ter’s independence.

^ A review [of the Police De-
/Apartment] that does not

look to the city or the LAPD for
financing or staffing is the- only
way to ensure the commission’s
independence,” Chandler said.

“And a completely independent
review is what the city needs.”
By contrast-, Gates said that

merging the two panels “makes a
lot of sense and so I’m all for it.”

In another development Tues-
day, ACLU officials said they had
gathered petitions with 20,000 sig-

natures demanding Gates’ resigna-
tion.



The ACLU also released a re-‘

port, compiled by staff in New '

York and Washington, outlining
allegations of police brutality
throughout the nation. The report
said the get-tough rhetoric of the -

“war on drugs” and the “war on
crime”' encourages police to be-
come overly forceful “soldiers” in
their communities.
Ramona Ripston, executive di-

rector of the ACLU of Southern
California, applauded Bradley’s call

for the chief’s resignation.

“That is certainly something this

community wants,” she said. “It’s a
beginning point, but no one should :

think that all the problems of the
department will be solved when
Gates goes. Starting with new,
fresh leadership is the way to go.”
A recently formed group called

Citizens in Support of the Chief of
Police presented the Police Com-
mission with 13,000 signatures of .

people who support Gates and
want him to remain as chief.

Times staff writers Leslie Berger,
Glenn F. Bunting, John Kendall, John L.

Mitchell, James Rainey and Sheryl
Stolberg contributed to this story.
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Plea builds

pressure on
police panel
By Patrick McGreevy
and Rick Orlov *

j
Daily News Staff Writers

,
In his accusations against

Police Chief Dary l F. Gates on
Tuesday, Mayor Tom Bradley

i spelled out possible grounds for

[the suspension or firing of the
[chief, a city Police Commis-
|

sioner said Tuesday,

j
The Police Commission —

'which already is considering
^disciplinary action against
[Gates— now must act quickly
to determine whether Gates

: should be fired or suspended,
said Commissioner Melanie
Lomax.
“He has outlined correctly

-the factors that must be consid-
ered to determine whether

i there is ongoing viability in the
:chiefcontinuing in that office,”

[Lomax said. “The mayor’s
[statement increased the obliga-

tion of the Police Commission
to consider the issue. It in-

creases the pressure on us to, in

the near future, take clear ac-

tion”

. i o nre or discipline Gates with a
^Pension of more than 30 days,
the Police Commission must find
that there is “good and sufficient
cause,” according to an opinion
published March 28 by the City At-
torney’s Office.

„
“900d cause” would include

actions or omissions by the chief
which can be shown to have been
detrimental to the discipline and ef-
ficient achievement of the Police
Department’s mission to assure
public safety,” according to the
opinion written by Senior Assistant
City Attorney Fred Merkin.

'

In a televised address calling on
Gates to rqsign, Bradley said the
police chief has “deepened the
wounds” in the city following the
b
S?

ting of Rodney King by police
officers March 3.

• reactions to the tragic Rod-
ney King beating have made an
ugly situation even worse,” Bradley
said, adding later: “I can no longer
count on him to act in the best in-
terests of all ofLos Angeles.”
Bradley said Gates has “em-

barked upon a public relations
campaign” that has divided the city
in the wake ofthe incident. In addi-
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tion, Gates has trivialized public
outrage over the beating by taking
the criticism personally.
“Chief Gates has portrayed the

public s outrage over the beating as
a personal attack on himself and
the department. That is not the
case. And to suggest otherwise does
a disservice to the LAPD and to the
people ofLos Angeles.”
Lomax said the commission al-

. ready has begun reviewing infor-
niation that can help it decide
whether to discipline, fire or clear
the chief.

She called Bradley’s outline of
the case against the chiefa “signifi-
cant evaluation” but added: “It is
not a marching order for the Police
Commission. We are an indepen-
dent commission.”

I Neither Bradley nor the City
I Council can fire Gates, whosejob is
secured by civil service protections
extended to all city department
heads.

The five-member Police Com-
mission, which is appointed by
Bradley, is the only panel that can
initiate dismissal or discipline of

'

the police chief.

At a news conference Tuesday
following his call for Gates to re-
sign, Bradley said he did not know

l/t/A" LA -

1

fbi/doj



whetherIhere were grounds to dis-
miss Gates.

“I have not examined all of the
evidence to determine that,” Brad-
ley said. “That is something that
lies within the jurisdiction of the
Police Commission, and I will not
interfere with their decision.”

The commission began reviewing
possible disciplinary action against
Gates shortly after the March 3
beating of King, 25, by police offi-

cers following a traffic stop in Lake
View Terrace. Four police officers

have been indicted in the incident— captured on videotape by a by-
stander — and a Los Angeles
County grand jury is reviewing
charges against up to 17 others who
witnessed the events but did not in-

tervene.

Bradley joined a growing number
of community leaders who have
called on Gates to resign, but the
chief insists he has done nothing
wrong and will not step down un-
less asked to by members oftwo cit-

izens panels investigating the inci-

dent.

In the wake of the King beating,
Bradley nominated longtime liberal

activist Stanley Sheinbaum to fill

one of two vacancies on the Police
Commission. Two other commis-

sion^fe- lobbyist Dan Garcia and
LornSfk longtime civil rights ad-
vocate— were appointed by Brad-
ley last year with specific direction
to take a tougher look at LAPD po-
licies.

The fourth member of the Police
Commission is Sam Williams, and
a fifth member has not yet been no-
minated.

Because of Sheinbaum’s long af-

filiation with the American Civil
Liberties Union — which has
called for Gates to resign — some
council members question whether
his appointment to the Police Com-
mission is fair to the chief.

‘Tm leaning against voting for
him,” said Councilwoman Joan
Milke Flores.

The City Council postponed un-
til today a scheduled confirmation,
hearing for Sheinbaum on Tuesday.
Council president John Ferraro
asked for the delay, saying Council-
man Richard Alatorre, who heads
the council's Public Safety Com-
mittee and supports the appoint-
ment, was absent Tuesday because
of illness.

The Public Safety Committee
has endorsed Sheinbaum, but it

.was unclear whether there are
enough votes to support his nomi-y*

nation w^Rt goes to the full coun-
cil today.

In addition to Flores, Council-
man Ernani Bernardi has ques-
tioned the appointment. Council-
man Hal Bernson, who is seeking
re-election, said Sheinbaum is un-
acceptable and predicted a major
battle today over the appointment.
“You bet there will be a fight,”'

Bernson said. “Fll say it now. I’m
not voting for him.”

If the Police Commission finds
that there is good cause to remove
Gates, it can relieve him from duty
and refer the matter to the five-

1

^member Civil Service Commission

for a hearing and an order of disci-^

pline, Merkin said:

The Civil Service Commission
could then order that the chief be;
fired or suspended. That order
would then be sent back to the Po-
lice Commission for execution of
the disciplinary order.

The Police Commission could
lessen but not increase the penalty.

*

There are four civil service com-^
missioners now serving — Casi-"
miro Tolentino and Anthony de los

Reyes, who are both attorneys; the'
Rev. Kenneth Flowers, and Julie
Depoian, who runs an employment
agency. * '

Under the City Charter, only the police and civil service commissions can
Jfire or discipline the police chief., Here is the process: <$\

The Police Commission first must find that there is “good and suftfcient
cause” for discipline, including “actions or omissions by the chief which can
be shown to have been detrimental to the discipline and efficient achieve-
ment of the Police Department’s mission to assure public safety,” according
to the City Attorney’s Office.

If the Police Commission finds that there is good cause to remove Gates,
it can relieve him of duty and refer the matter to the five-member Civil

Service Commission for a hearing.

After a hearing, the Civil Service Commission then could order that the
chief be fired or suspended.

The Civil Service Commission action then would be sent back to the Police
Commission to execute the order. The Police Commission could lessen but
not increase the penalty.

Following final action by the Police Commission, the police chief could
appeal a disciplinary action in court.
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Foothill boosts ranks

of minority officers
;By Jaxon Van Derbeken
Daily News Staff Writer

t

: PACOIMA — About fifteen

[police officers, including four mi-
nority supervisors, are being
•transferred to the Foothill Divi-

sion to strengthen community
jties and balance the division’s

ethnicity, officials said Tuesday.

; One black lieutenant and three

[minority sergeants already have
[been moved to Foothill, and 10

*:or 1 1 additional officers will be
jtransferred to the division by

;
April 2 1 ,

said Assistant ChiefRo-
ibert Vernon.

The transfers are not related to
!the March 3 beating of black mo-
.torist Rodney King by Foothill

jofficers, Vernon said.

(

“I am trying to bring in
^strength to certain areas,” Ver-
[non said, adding that he did not
!know the ethnicity of all the in-

coming officers. “We need to
:

have a little more ethnic and ex-

.
perience mix^
As of November, Foothill had

244 officers. There were 179 white

officers, 51 Hispanics, 10 blacks,

two Asians and two American In-

dians on the force, he said.

According to 1990 census figures,

the communities of Sylmar, Pacoi-

ma, Sunland Tujuriga arid Lake
View Terrace are composed of
about 51 percent Hispanic resi-

dents, 37 percent white, almost 7

percent black and 3.6 percent
Asians and Pacific Islanders.

Vernon said that the department
recognized the ethnic imbalance in

Foothill and other divisions in

1990 and had started taking steps

before the King incident.

Most of the officers being trans-

ferred out of the division are white

males, and one of the incoming ser-
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officers with “special cUllc
dealing with the
just know how to deal with people
good,” Vernon said of the skills the
department is looking for at Foot-
hill.

We would like to have a little
better ethnic representation of the
community,” said McBride. ‘Tve
been able to make some selections
this time I would ordinarily not be
able to do.”

Vernon said that efforts to draw
minority officers to Foothill were

** slowed by black officers who do not
; want to make the long commute to
the Valley.

“They said it would bring a hard-,
ship upon them,” he said. “We’re

'going to have a better ethnic mix,
regardless ofthe hardship.” "

More transfers will be effective

geants is a white female, Vernon
said. One of the new sergeants is

Hispanic and comes from the De-
vonshire division and another ser-

geant is black, Vernon said.
.

Among the officers leaving foot-

hill is Sgt. Robert Ontiveros; who
1

testified before the grand jury that

indicted four Foothill officers in

the beating of King, police said.

One of the new sergeants is Sgt.

Pete Weinhold, a former senior pa-

trol officer for the Pacoima area

who is returning to Foothill to serve

as a community relations liaison.

‘Tve assigned him to community
relations, he’s out there working
out plans in the community,” said

Capt. Tim McBride, commander of
the Foothill Division.

Vernon gave Deputy ChiefMark
Kroeker the authority to bring in

over the next months as part of the
long-term rebalancing of the divi-

sion, Vernon said.

Also Tuesday, the newly formed
African American Peace Officers

* Association charged that racial

prejudice is widespread in the de-
partment.

“Silence is complicity, and we
have agreed to break that silence

in an effort to gain the communi-
ty’s trust and support,” said Carl
McGill, president of the organiza-

tion. He said his organization
pledges, “from this day forward, to

* disclose any violations of the police

« officer’s code of ethics.”

McGill called for civilian control

of department facilities, civilian re-

view boards for police misconduct
and psychological screening of offi-

rfire
FBI/DOJ
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Text ofMayor’s Statement
Here is the text ofMayorTom Bradley’s call for Police ChiefDaryl

F. Gates to resign: :

Today I met with Police Chief Daryl Gates. At that meeting I .

called upon Mr. Gates to resign as chief of police.
I did so because the Los Angeles Police Department is at a

crossroads in its great history. As an LAPD veteran, I empathize
with the thousands of honorable officers who have watched
helplessly as the department’s prestige has been seriously V

*

tarnished. The men and women of the Police Department are on
the streets every day, doing the tough, dirty and dangerous
business of fighting crime. These officers deserve the best. The
damage to the department’s reputation cannot continue. My
priority is to restore the public’s confidence in the cop 6n the
street. •

Our city must also begin to heal its wounds. My duty as mayor is
to all of Los Angeles. I simply will not stand by as our city is split
apart. We must come together. We must heal.

I have said time and time again that this healing cannot'
begin—that the Police Department’s reputation cannot be
restored-as long as Daryl Gates is at the center of the storm of

,
protests. The public has lost confidence in large measure in Chief
Gates since Kodney King was beaten. I have asked him to show
the uncommon courage to retire for the good of the Police
Department and the welfare of all of Los Angeles.

\

S ince | legally cannot remove the chief, I have waited patiently
for him to seethat by remaining on the job he is hurting the

men and women of the Police Department he loves so much.
Unfortunately, Chief Gates has not recognized the impact he is
having on the Police Department.

Instead, Chief Gates has embarked upon a public relations
campaign that has only deepened our wounds and widened our
differences. His reactions to the tragic Rodney King heating have
made an ugly situation even worse. Chief Gates has portrayed the
public's outrage over the beating as a personal attack on himself
and the department. That is not the case, and to suggest otherwise
does a disservice to the Police Department and to the people of Los
Angeles.

As mayor, I have reluctantly concluded that I can no longer wait
for Daryl Gates to do what is best for the Police Department. I can
no longer count on him-to act in the best interests of all of Los
Angeles.

That is why, today, I called upon Daryl Gates to resign. Chief
Gates is a public official, and he owes a special responsibility to the
public he has sworn to serve. When the public begins to lose
confidence in the chief, and in the Police Department, the chief has
only one choice. He must step aside. He must allow the winds of
change to blow across the Police Department, to refresh its
officers, and to restore the department's vigor and reputation.

Chief Gates, now is the time for you to do the right thing—for
your officers, for your department, for the public you serve.
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More than 150 at Foothill

are cooperating with FBI
By Jaxon Van Derbeken
Daily News Staff Writer

Although many officers initial-

ly blocked investigators by invok-

ing their constitutional rights,

more than 150 Foothill Division

LAPD officers have agreed to an-

swer questions in the FBI’s civil

rights investigation, officials said

Thursday.

Thomas Jones, the FBI’s chief

spokesman in Washington, D.C.,
described the interviews as
“courteous and professional,”

and said the officers did not
claim they were pressured to co-

operate— which under FBI poli-

cy would have prevented the
questioning.
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“The key to this is that they were
not subjects on an investigation,

but witnesses,” Jones said.

, George Aliano, the president of
the Los Angeles Police Protective

i
League, which advised officers to

, claim they were under duress be-

fore answering questions, said he
was surprised so many officers

chose to ignore that advice.

“I’m surprised in that we were
left with the impression that peo-

ple were going to follow the ad-

vice,” Aliano said. “I guess they
had nothing to hide.”

On March 25, federal agents be-

gan an investigation ofthe 240-offi-

cer Foothill Division to determine
whether the March 3 beating of
Rodney King was part of a pattern

of civil rights abuses there.

FBI officials planned to question

all officers who worked at the divi-

sion, but were forced to terminate

dozens of interviews after officers

— on the advice of the union — I

stated at the outset that they were
;

under duress to cooperate in viola- i

tion of their constitutional rights.

FBI policy permits only volun-

,

tary interviews of witnesses in an '

investigation, Jones said — and
j

more than 150 officers eventually
j

came forward and agreed to be 1

questioned without claiming they
,

were pressured to do so.
j

The interview phase of the in-

vestigation was completed this
j

week, Jones said.

The deadline to complete a pre-
|

liminary report of the FBI investi-
j

gation was initially set at 21 days,

but Jones said the limit is not set in
j

stone.
!

y
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Chiefto Be

‘Steward’ j

Succession: An LAPD"
career official replaces -

Gates and promises not to
~

be ‘revolutionary.’

By LOUIS SAHAGUN 7v

TIMES STAFF WRITER

A ssistant Police Chief David 5

Dotson awoke in the middle of

the night wondering if he would be

asked on Thursday to assume com-„
mand of the second largest police

force in the nation. *
-

Shortly before noon, he wa$;

summoned to the city Police Com-,
mission’s executive office. When-
he emerged a few minutes later*,

the 57-year-old career police offi-

cer, who has headed sensitive and*

potentially explosive divisions*

ranging from narcotics to anti-ter-f

rorism; was fighting back tears.
'

The commissioners told hirm

they had decided to put Police'

Chief Daryl F. Gates on paid leave

for 60 days, then asked if he would-

be interim manager of the Los'

Angeles Police Department. *

“When he came out I put my
hand out and said, ‘Chief, if there is-

anything you need, you got it,” said
'

Lt.' Stella Mattson, commanding'
officer of the commission’s.investi-

gation division. “He forced a smile-

and said, ‘Thanks.’
”

Later Dotson, a 33-year LAPD’
veteran, was more composed as he.

met with reporters, saying, “I have,

some feelings of discomfort, but L
am also pleased with the chal-/

lenge

/

Perhaps his biggest challenge-,

will be boosting morale of the^

^department’s 8,300 employees/
which has plummeted since the’.

* Rodney G. King beating March 3. ^
*

“I think the events of the past:

four weeks have, no question, had

r
an adverse effect on the morale of

Ithe employees of this department,”,.

- Dotson said. “But I intend, to .the

best of my abilities . . .to get them?
to enhance their morale by the"'

accomplishment of their tasks.” i£.

He described his role as that of a*
“steward. I am a caretaker, arT^ interim manager, and I understand^
that role very clearly. I will not be
revolutionary in what I do.”

In selecting Dotson, the commis- 1

sion bypassed the only other' as- 1

*

sistant chief on the force, Robert Lr
Vernon. A third assistant chief,’"

- Jesse Brewer, retired a month ago. 7
Dotson declined to speculate on"

why he was chosen by the conn
missioners. “They said it was a,
personnel matter and didn’t want
to respond,” Dotson said. However, 1

the fact that the city has agreed tot

pay $450,000 to settle a lawsuit
involving Vernon may have fig-
ured in the decision. /

M ichael Zinzun, a former Black"
Panther Party official, saido

that Vernon used a police computer
to gather information to damages
his 1989 campaign for the Pasadena^
Boar.d of Directors. Vernon had-
said he only gained access to a*
computerized file of media reports.

\

Dotson, a Newhall resident;"
joined the force in May, 1958, and
rose steadily through the ranks. He *

was promoted to sergeant in 1964’

and to captain in 1972. He later
became deputy chief in charge of
narcotic? and vice operations. Ten

-

.days ago, he was named director of
the department of administrative
services, which oversees automat-^
ed systems and finances. 3

s

“He chooses his words very
A

.,

carefully, and he is very soft-spo-
1

ken,” said Lt. Morrison. “But don’t.,
be fooled by still waters. When/
Dptson wants something, it gets/
done.” " /
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What Next in the Police Furor?
Police Chief Daryl F. Gates is not

the sole issue in the divisive after-
math of the videotaped beating of a
motorist suspected of speeding. The
accountability of the chief of police

—

and the extent to which the brutal
beating of Rodney King reflects the
chief’s style of leadership, a pattern of
behavior or a common attitude within
the police

.
department—are legiti-

mate questions that must be an-
swered.

But the Police Commission’s deci-
sion Thursday to put Gates on admin-
istrative leave for 60 days pending
completion of its investigation re-
minds Los Angeles, as if any further
reminder were necessary, that the
chief has become the lightning rod.
The commission’s action, whose

legality will be tested in the courts, is

understandable. Gates has not been
forced to leave. He is being asked to
step aside for a decent interval while
the commission’s probe proceeds.

Gates is within his rights to
challenge the police commission .in

court, but under the circumstances, is

that the wisest course? Given the
polarizing crisis and the increasingly
ugly tone of the debate, would it not
have been better for Gates to accept
the decision? Even if the chief pre-
vails in the courts, he must under-
stand this issue is now larger than
any one man. •

No doubt Gates feels he did nothing
wrong. But did his management style
or .controversial remarks foster a
climate that permitted the beating?
Lead to the failure of the sergeant at

the scene? Set a tone that allowed
other officers to watch the beating
without intervening, and then fail to
report it to their superiors? Encour-
age a belief that officers could trans-
mit personal messages—including ra-
cially offensive remarks and jocular
sentiments about, use of force—over
police commuters without penalty?
The Police Commission, and the

newly impanelled Christopher Com r

mission, must find answers to these
and other questions to help defuse

this intensifying storm. To avoid
counterproductive duplication and
increase efficiency, the independent
Christopher Commission has taken
aboard retired state Supreme Court
Justice John Arguelles, who had been
tapped by Chief Gates to chair a
narrower probe stemming from the
March 3 beating.

The expanded commission fortu-
nately will not depend on funds, staff

or other resources from either the
city or the police department. To
guarantee independence, the citizens

panel will be able to draw on as much
as $1 million in funds and services
raised from private foundations and
businesses. That independence—from
the mayor, the City Council, the
Police Commission and the LAPD—is

' absolutely essential to reassure the
' public.

It is in the best interest of public
safety to resolve this crisis. The
Police Commission and Christopher
Commission must act responsibly and
with all deliberate speed.
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Leave: He says he has not been accused of

wrongdoing. Panel’s ruling is similar to the treatment

the chief dealt officers charged in King beating.

ByTED ROHRL1CH
and FRANK CLIFFORD
TIMES STAFF WRITERS

Los Angeles ^Police Chief Daryl*

F\ Gates plans to go to court

Monday to challenge the Police

Commission decision to place him

op paid leave, claiming that he has

been disciplined without first hav-

ing been accused of wrongdoing.

^Gates’ relegation to inactive duty

by the Police Commission amounts

to the same treatment he gave the

four officers who are charged

.
criminally with the beating of

Rodney G. King—the incident that

has led to the city’s crisis in law

enforcement leadership.

.Gates’ supporters charge that

the difference is that in the chief’s

case there has been no-accusation

of wrongdoing.

“There has been a fundamental

violation of the chief’s rights,” said

a Gates lawyer, Jay Grodin. “I feel

very confident we are going to

prevail in the legal system.”

•Grodin said the .Police Commis-
sion gave Gates no reason for its

decision to force him to take a

leave of absence. “There were no
allegations,” he said.

The Police Commission itself

said in a public statement that

it was not accusing the chief of

wrongdoing, but that the action

was taken “in light of recent and
serious allegations of mismanage-
ment and/or neglect of duty by the

chief of police.” The commission

did not elaborate.

The action taken against Gates is

customary when an officer faces a
serious accusation— usually a
criminal charge. But without, a
charge, “there is no precedent for
what was done,” said Harry Mel-
konian, another lawyer for Gates.
David Baca, former vice presi-

dent of the Los Angeles Police
* Protective League and now a law.
yer practicing in Orange County,
said that “in rare circumstances,
where there are serious allegations
of misconduct, the chief will some-
times exercise discretion and re-
lieve an officer of duties pending an

* investigation.

“Generally, it’s reserved for
very .serious kinds of misconduct,
Baca said. “He doesn’t exercise
that often. But it does happen. . . .

There is no formal guideline for
him in making his decision. . . .

More typically he would await
completion of an investigation.”

J

Gates’ legaL dispute may center
on interpretation of the police
manual, which says: “When it is

contrary to the best interests of the



department for employees to con-

tinue their regular duties while

awaiting an investigation or formal

disciplinary action, they may be
assigned to inactive duty*' by a
superior officer.”

The wording is "no more specific

than that," said Asst. City Atty.

Diane Wentworth.

U nder the City Charter, Gates is

treated as though he has the

same rights as any other police

officer. His "chief,” however, is the

mayorally appointed Police Com-
mission. If serious, formal charges

are brought, he would then be
entitled to a formal hearing before

the city Civil Service Commission.
'Grodin said there is ample am-

munition to challenge the Police

Commission's decision. He said

there must be "formal charges of a
serious nature , . . moral turpi-

tude, criminal activity or misman-
agement,” before an officer can be
forced to take a leave with pay.

"We don't have any of that here.”

Representatives of the city at-

torney's office said that the Police

Commission has a lot of leeway, but

whether it has the authority to do

what it did is unclear.

"Generally. . .'there is substan-

tial discretion given to an appoint-

ing authority [in this case, the

Police Commission]/' said Fred
Merkin, senior assistant city attor-

ney in charge of employee rela-

tions. "As to' whether or not that's

sufficient, I’m not going to say.”

Because the city attorney’s of-

fice customarily defends, in civil

court, police officers accused of

misconduct, Merkin said the office

in this case has removed itself from
its other customary role of advising

the Police Commission.

"We are neutral in this contro-

versy,” he said. "We are asking the

council to act on a request from the

Police Commission that a private

ton be retained.” He said, howev-
er, the commission already had
sought the advice of private law-

yers, whom he declined to name.

Gates’ lawyers said they plan to:

ask the Superior Court in Los
Angeles to intervene on the chiefs :

-

behalf, contending he has been the *

victim of a political frame-up.

"I think it's very political,” Gro- :-

din said. "People in city govern-

ment have decided they don’t like*’

the chief and they are using the'

King incident to try to get rid of’

him.”

Added Melkonian: "We believe

the Police Commission is act- -

ing through improper political in-

fluences, and that for the benefit of:

the city and the chief, the judiciary

must take control of the situation.”

,

Several inembers of the Los/

Angeles City Council agreed. "1/

think that .today's action .by the
^

Police Commission, coupled with{

the mayor's attempt to take over"

the Civil Service system, are a
t

shocking abuse of pur time-hon-

ored system of government, and a
.

flagrant disregard for due process,”

said City Councilman Joel Wacl^

Ni.**
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King beating: The vote

;

of 10 to 3 is a major

I
setback for the mayor,

! who is unable to sway the

lawmakers. Police chief

agrees not to sue the city

for monetary damages.

: ByJANE FRITSCH
I and PAUL FELDMAN

j

, TIMES STAFF WRITERS

1 The Los Angeles City Council
: ordered the reinstatement of Police

J

Chief Daryl F. Gates on Friday^jusl

J

one day after the Police Commis-

j

sion relieved him of his duties

I

pending the outcome of a wide-

I

ranging investigation.

.

|

The council's action followed an

j

extraordinary four-hour closed

j

session at which Mayor Tom Brad-

I

ley and Police Commission Presi.-

;

dent Dan Garcia tried to persu'ade

| .

’ the council to back away from
! plans to thwart the commission’s
i . action.

The 10-3 decision by the council
- was a major setback for Bradley,
' who on Tuesday called for Gates to
resign, and for weeks

,
has been

working behind the scenes to. or-
chestrate Gates' ouster in the af: .

termath of the police beating of -
' Rodney G. King.

,
“We wanted to assert our au-

/ thority," said an elated Council -

woman Joy ficus, who called the
council's action a “political deci-

- sion."

The mayor swiftly condemned
the council vote and questioned its

legality. His staff and Police Com-
mission members began working
Friday night on a /strategy to

attack it. And Garcia said he might
resign from the commission .to

protest the council's dramatic
move.

“They have now destroyed the
whole Civil Service system in one
fell swoop,” Deputy Mayor Mark

j Fabiaiu said.

Tlie reinstatement was a person-
al victory for Gates, who had
stubbornly resisted pressure from
Bradley as well as calls by commu-
nity activists for his resignation.

.
Council members said their deci-

sion reflected their anger at the

treatment of Gates and the secre-

tive manner in which the commis-

RELATED STORIES, A24-A25

sion operated.
' ‘

Under questioning Friday, coun-
cil members said, Garcia acknowl-
edged that three commission mem-
bers met privately Wednesday
night to discuss putting Gates bn
paid leave, before making the ac-

tion official at a public meeting
Thursday morning.

Council President John Ferraro
branded the commissioners’ unan-
nounced Wednesday night session

a violation of the state's Open
Meetings Act. .

* ‘

“We did not agree with the

commission's action—they acted
illegally and irresponsibly,” Ferra-
ro said. “They besmirched a public

servant of 42 years.”

The council made Gates’ rein-

statement contingent on his agree-

ing not to sue the city for monetary
damages. City Atty, James K.

Hahn and lawyers for the chief said

Gates will agree to the terms. Hahn
said Gates could resume his job as

.early as the next Police Commis-
sion meeting, which is scheduled
for Tuesday.

O ne of Gates' lawyers, Harry G.
Melkonian, said the -chief told

him he was “absolutely delighted
and anxious to get back to work”
and that he had no plans to sue for

monetary damages. “I’m not inter-

ested in any money from the city,”
* Gates told Melkonian. “I just want
to be back in my office.”

-“But he still is going to wait for

things to take their course [over
the- .weekend],” the lawyer said.

“He wants to see it happen first.”

j

.-Technically, the council voted to

;

direct Hahn to reinstate Gates as
part- of a settlement of a lawsuit
Gates plans to file against -the

Police Commission on Monday.
Under the City Charter, the council
does not have the power to over-

'

rule the Police Commission's re-
moval of Gates, but the counpil

i does have the authority to settle

\lawsuits filed against the commis;
sion.

• .Representatives of the city at-

torney’s office were in the council
Chambers throughout’ the session
and conducted negotiations by
telephone ’ with Gates’ attorneys,

who agreed to the council’s terms.
*In' a statement Friday evening,

Bradley said the council’s action

threatened the independence of the
Police Commission and the other
pity panels he appoints. “I am. fbi/doj

i/i/A- la - /



concerned that . . . any action of

the independent citizens' commis-
sion could be invalidated based
upon the whims or the political

motivations of the City Council
niembers,” he said.

'

.“It is an incredibly damaging
precedent if it's allowed to stand/'

Fabiani said.

No decision had been made late

Friday about whether to fight the
council action in court on Monday,
Fabiani said, adding, “It will be a '

iQftg weekend of deliberation and
legal research.”

j

• Garcia said Friday he is “person-
ally considering/ whether to resign

•from the commission because of

•ihecouncil's interference.

.
j

!“Do they or do they not want
civilian oversight [of the Police

Department]?” Garcia said. “If

they want to take over the func-

tions of the Police Commission,
that's fine with me.”

C ouncilman Michael Woo, the
only council member who has

called for Gates' resignation,* ques-
tioned whether the council’s move
Friday .would further cripple city

government.
- “It heals some of the wounds and
opens others,” he said. “It's ex-
tremely chaotic. It shows the city

government is in disarray.”
1 Woo and council members Ruth
Oalanter and Robert Farrell voted
against the move to reinstate
Gates.

J The council also voted 9 to 4 to

appropriate $150,000 to the Police

Commission to hire an independent

counsel to investigate the opera-

tions of the Police Department.

The council also voted to order

Gates to report to the council on a

biweekly basis about the state oft

the department. *
'

|

The chain of events was set off

by the March 3 police beating of,

King, a 25-year-old black parolee

from Altadena, after a car chase in’

the San Fernando Valley. The
incident was captured on videotape

by an amateur cameraman,'and the

stark,, black-and-white images
have been broadcast around the;

world repeatedly. 5

I
n calling for Gates' resignation,

this week, Bradley said it would
begin a “healing process” that*

would start to repair the city's

tarnished reputation.

Others, including Ferraro, said

the Police Commission's action and
Bradley's “premature” attack, on
Gates had further divided the city.

“If you're going to take an action

. . . especially with a prominent
figure,” said Councilman Zev
Yaroslavsky, “you had better have
your ducks lined up. *

“What the commission did,

above all other things, is that it

undermined the confidence that 10

of us [council members] had in

them.”

Council members said Bradley

and Garcia made short statements

after being invited into the meeting

and that most of the council's

questions over the next hour and a

halLwere directed at Garcia. The

mooct said Picus, “was calm, rea-

sonable and reasoned.”

Ferraro said Bradley “came in,

he pleaded his case, and maybe
convinced three council mem-
bers., ... He wanted to stand by
his commission's action.”

Bradley declined to comment
when he emerged from the council

chamber at 2:45 p.m.

Earlier, Bradley told reporters

he requested the meeting with the

council to put the Gates controver-

sy “in the proper, context.” Bradley

insisted that the commission's re-

moval of Gates was an “independ-

ent”, decision, free of influence

from the mayor's office.

In a flurry of phone calls over

the previous 24 hours, the mayor's

office had tried to persuade council

members to back away from over-

turning the commission's action.

As the council was. meeting,

civil rights leader Jesse Jack-

son urged businesses to boycott the

city by scheduling their conven-

tions elsewhere, and announced

the start of a drive to register 1

million new voters.

Flanked by leaders of the Amer-

,

ican Civil Liberties Union and the

National’ Assn, for the Advance-
' ment of Colored People, Jackson

said a rally would be held at noon,

• today in downtown Los Angeles.

.The group urged citizens to de-

mand a change in city government

that- would make the Police De-

partment accountable to civilians.

“Don't just stop by focusing on

Gates ... but turn our anger into

action,” Jackson said during a

press conference at the office of the

Los Angeles County Federation of

Labor.



Jackson called King’s beating “-a

watershed moment in our nation’s

history/’ and compared the widely

televised incident to such historic

moments as the arrest of Rosa
Parks, a key event in the civil

rights movement.
Police union officials said Friday

they plan to organize mass gather-

ings of their members beginning

next week to decide on a course of

action that will indicate their un-

happiness with Bradley and the

commission for their action against

Gates. -

George Aliano, president of the

8,400-member Los Angeles Police

Protective League, said the union

“may well” organize an effort to

recall Bradley. Other options range

from a work slowdown to a “severe

case of the Blue Flu,” Aliano said,

referring to a sickout. He said he

would advise against any measures

that would hurt the public.

* Times staff writers Leslie Berger,

James Rainey and Tracy Wood contrib-

uted to this story.

THE COUNCIL VOTES

Motion
_
to invalidate Police

Commission's temporary re-

moval of Police Chief Daryl F.

Gates, contingent on chief

agreeing to waive any legal

actions against city.

IN FAVOR:

Richard Alatorre
Ernani Bernardi
Hal Bernsori .

' Marvin Braude
John Ferraro
Joan M. Flores

Nate Holden ,
.

Joy Picus
' .Joel Wachs
Zev Yaroslavsky

OPPOSED:

Robert Farrell

Ruth Galanter
Michael Woo

Motion to provide Police

Commission with $150,000 to

retain independent counsel to

assist in commission's investi-

gation of Police Department

f .
•

'

' ;l

rlSfel

IN FAVOR:

Richard Alatorre
Marvin Braude
Robert Farrell

John Ferraro
Joan M. Flores
Ruth Galanter
Nate Holden
Michael Woo

Zev Yaroslavsky

OPPOSED:

Ernani Bernardi
Hal Bernson
Joy Picus

Joel Wachs

Daryl F. Gates addresses the group Citizens in Sup-
port of the Chief of Police at a Studio City luncheon.

. BORIS YARO I .os Angelos Times

At left is George Holliday ; who videotaped the po-
lice beating of black motorist Rodney G. King. A24
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H e has been a man in the

shadows—seldom quoted by
reporters, never seen on television

despite the continuing furor over

the police beating of Rodney G.

King.

He was not in attendance when
* the Los Angeles Police Commis-
sion acted Thursday to put . Chief

Daryl F. Gates on 60-day leave;

nor was he at a crowded City

Council meeting on Friday, when
angry council members moved to

effectively reverse the commission

action against Gates.

Yet Mark D. Fabiani, Mayor Tom
Bradley's chief of staff, has been an
important combatant in a political

fight that lately has been cast as a

.
clash pf just two heavyweights,

Bradley and Gates.
' “I think he's calling about all of

the shots," an irate Councilwoman
Joy Picus asserted on Friday,

echoing what .others at City Hall

are saying about the No. 2 man in
' Bradley's administration. At 33,

Fabiani is seen as a brilliant intel-

lect—who might also be an unset-

tling force in the delicate politics of

'trying to pull the city through such
^sensitive times.

- With his slicked-back hair, Har-
vard Law School education and
reputation for forceful behind-the-

scenes politicking, Fabiani pur-

'posely shuns the spotlight, keeping

IBradley's name before the news
cameras. Even so, the sharp-
tongued, quick-witted Fabiani has

made more than a few enemies at

--City Hall. He became embroiled in

-a long-running conflict with Gates

long before anyone had ever heard

of Rodney King or the beating that

Los Angeles officers gave him on
March 3.

The administrative feud began

last fall when Fabiani joined the

'mayor in calling for a sweeping

management audit of the 10,000-

member Police Department.

A defensive Gates responded by
-blasting Fabiani as “a slick-haired

. . . young kid" of unproven capa-

,
bility.

Fabiani also alienated City
: Council President John Ferraro

Several times last year, once by

Character: CIVIL RIGHTS

stepping in as mayor when Bradley

was out of town—a duty that,

under the City Charter, belongs to

the council.president.

The personal conflict appeared
to deepen on Thursday when Fer-
raro stepped in as acting mayor
while Bradley was in Sacramento
to discuss the city budget.In his

fill-in role, Ferraro asked the Po-
lice Commission to withhold any
action on Gates untU

; commission
members.could meet with the -City

Council in a closed-door^ session

Friday. -
'

The commission ignored the re-

quest and suspended Gates, a re^

buff that Ferraro attributed largely

to Fabiani's lobbying.

“I think he and the mayor have
orchestrated the whole thing,” said

an angry Ferraro, who ran against

Bradley in a mayoral race several

years ago. Ferraro added that he
has “no idea why there's bad
blood” between Fabiani and Gates.

“He's just a little kid," the coun-
cil president said of Fabiani.

When asked about the timing of
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the Police Commission vote, Fabi-

ani acknowledged that he spoke

with commission .president Dan
Garcia before’ Thursday’s action,

but denied influencing the panel to

proceed with Gates' suspension!

, “I had no role in the decision,"

Fabiani said. “Dan Garcia called,

,
.from the middle of the commission
meeting to let me know that he had
just received a letter from Ferraro

* and, as acting mayor, that Ferraro

had made a request. I told Dan . . .

that he ought to regard that re-
* quest in the same way he would

r
regard a request from the mayor.
He ought to do what he felt was ‘in

the commission's best interest to

do."

Councilman Nate Holden, who
said the vote “bothered the whole
council," attributed it to influence

by Bradley or Fabiani. “There's no
bad, -blood in my book,” Holden
said. “It's called the art of politics,

* and that’s what everyone is play-

ing."

Several other council members,
however, conceded that the com-



Mark.D. Fabiani, Mayor Bradley's chief of staff, says he advises the
mayor but denies calling the shots in the clash with Daryl F. Gates.

mission might have taken actioiTon
Thursday even if Fabiani was Trot

involved, since -the City Council
has no formal power over, the
appointed panel. j v

The extent of Fabiani's influence
over mayoral decisions has been an
unanswered question since Fabiahi
was promoted from the rnayoFs
attorney to chief of staff late%
1989, replacing the media-bashirig
Mike Gage. I*

Critics, including a number' %f
supporters of Gates, have accused
Fabiani of orchestrating the drKre
to oust the embattled police chiSf.

.Picus said the mayor has taken
3
a

more aggressive, high-profile role
in battling Gates than he might
have without Fabiani's persistent
advice.

“The decisions have been wrong
ail along .

.

'. [and] a lot of these
•things are unlike Tom,” Picus said.

Another council member, who
asked not to be identified, said of
Fabiani: “I think he's spearheading
the whole campaign and it's detri-
mental to the mayor. I don't think
it could have been handled any
worse.” -

v

Councilman Michael Woo disa-
greed, saying Bradley calls his own
shots. “I don't think Mark Fabiani
is the driving force here,” Woo
said. “To say Mark Fabiani is the
driving force [to oust Gates] makes
the whole controversy sound like a
conspiracy. .

Woo added, however, that
“there has been a track record of
bad relationships between some,
council members and Fabiani;”
which could continue to fuel the
political fight. “It could make an
uneasy situation more, difficult.”

Fabiani, who has consistently
denied shaping mayoral policy, said
Friday that nothing has changed in
that regard.

“The mayor calls on the advice
of a lot of people both inside and
outside the office and after hearing
from peopie he makes a decision/'
the deputy mayor said. “The mayor
makes all of the decisions

.. and
.those who think otherwise are
fooling themselves.” , ,

.

Times staff writer Glenn F. Bunting
contributed to this story. w * ^
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THE TIMES POLL

Divided City

Sees Politics

inMayor’sMove
i By SHERYL STOLBERG.
|

‘TIMES ST API : WRITER

j

While Los Angeles residents re-

! main sharply divided over whether
i Police Chief Daryl F. Gates should

1 resign because of the Rodney G.
i King beating, a majority believe

i politics rather than civic good

I

drove Mayor Tom Bradley to call

j

for the chief to step down, a Los

!

' Angeles Times Poll has found,

j

The poll also revealed that 58%
i . of Los Angeles residents approved

j
of the Police Commission's decision

! ' Thursday to place Gates on a
< 60-day leave of absence, .while

j

'38% opposed it. The leave was

!
thrown into question Friday, when

j

’ the City Council ordered the city

! attorney to reverse it Monday in

; court.

;

* The -poll portrays a city that is

[

divided along racial lines in its

j

. attitudes toward Bradley and Gates

:
,ahd tpeir actions resulting from the

]

? King affair.

„.*The survey found that six out of

• TO respondents believe that/ in

calling for Gates to resign last

week, the mayor was trying to

further his political aspirations
1 - 1 rather than, as he stated, to mend a

divided city. In addition, 42% of all

< residents believe that the mayor
i

has further split the city. Only 20%
; .

believe he has helped heal it, and
!

* the rest said he has had no effect.

“Bradley certainly did himself

i

no good,” said Times Poll director

John Brennan, who supervised the

survey. “Whether his motivations

were sincere or political, he has

failed on both accounts."

The Times Poll, which was con-

ducted Wednesday and Thursday,

-has a margin of sampling error of

’plus or minus 4 percentage points.

The poll surveyed 916 city resi-

dents; 620 were interviewed

Thursday, after the Police Com-
mission voted to place Gates on. a *

.paid administrative leave.

,rr’he King beating, captured on
i X videotape by an amateur pho-

j

tographer, has thrust Gates and the

Police Department into a center of

!a national uproar over police mis-

i conduct. Four LAPD officers have

\
been indicted on charges of felony

;
assault with a deadly weapon; oth-

jers who stood by and did not

"intervene are being investigated

by a grand jury.

* - "Hie March 3 beating has carried

racial overtones because King is

black and most of the officers who
.were at the scene are white. This

Veek, as Bradley asked Gates to

^step down, the focus of the contro-

versy shifted to a bitter political

^struggle between the two most

prorhinent public officials in Los

jAngeles. Deep division remains on

Hhe central question of Gates' fu-

ture.
’

- Twenty-seven percent of Los

Angeles residents said they now
believe that Gates should resign

immediately over the King beat-

ing:1 That is a slight decrease from

The previous survey, in which 31%
%ald* the chief should step down
%*ight away.
" Among those polled this week,

^additional 37% said the chief

'-shbuld step aside if an investigation

proves his officers committed
^wrongdoing, up from 31% two

7weeks ago.

r Tlhe percentage who believe

^Gates should 'Stay in office has
*remained the same, 32%.

$rennan said the figures demon-

strate a solidifying of public opin-

ion on the resignation question.
’

"I think we've gota very polar-

ized city,” he said. “I think that

people are beginning to dig in with

rtheir opinions.”

. Bradley's call for Gates to. resign

'riiade public a long-simmering po-

‘litlcal feud. The poll found that.
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j
while residents generally are more

2
supportive of Bradley than Gates,

.'their support for .the mayor in this
1
political battle is diminishing.

. After the King beating, Bradley

,
called for an amendment .to the

iGity Charter that would give him
the authority to remove the police
chief after a five-year performance
review. Gates, who is protected by
the city’s Civil Service system,

THE TIMES

POLL
1—

I‘Opposes such a measure, saying it

oifeould make the Police Department
vulnerable to political pressure.

£Dr,The Times Poll found that more
rfchan half of all city residents—
i 53%—now oppose giving the may-
7/qr such authority, while 39% favor

fjt. In the survey taken two weeks
ir'flgo, city residents were split even-
ly on whether Bradley should^be

^ble to remove the chief,

he However, the poll found that

tr
when people are asked to choose
between the positions Gates and

3
Bradley hold on specific issues,

j
more side with Bradley than with •

j

Gates.
’

The numbers are sharply divided
•along racial lines, with blacks and

0
Latinos more often siding with

^Bradley and Anglos more often
^supporting Gates.

The poll found stark racial dif-

t

ferences when it asked residents if

’they believe Bradley, .who says
•Gates must leave in order to re-

ifL(ti-LPrlMQPb-tiJT



APPROVAL RATING

The Los Angeles Times Poll asked 916
adults in the city of LA to rate Mayor
Tom Bradley, Police Chief -Daryl

, \
‘ Gates and the LAPD on the joh.they
are doing:

'
•

March 8 March-21' April 4

„

^ Bradley

1

<(
LAPD

; >1

Gates^N^
O' -

store confidence in the Police De-

partment, or if they believe Gates,

who says he must stay to provide

leadership to his officers.

On that question, 57% of Anglos

said they agreed more with Gates,

while 32% agreed with Bradley.

Among African-Americans, 65%
sided with Bradley, while 11%
supported Gates. Among Latinos,

61% sided with Bradley, while

31% agreed with Gates.

Poll results divided along racial

lines as well on the question of

whether Bradley or Gates is the

more ethical and honest. Among
Anglos, two in five said Gates is

“more honest, compared to one in

five for Bradley. The remainder

said neither or were unsure. .

Among African-Americans,
nearly half—49%—said Bradley is

more ethical and honest, while

10% backed Gates. Nearly half of

all Latinos said Bradley is more
honest, while one in five said Gates

has a better record for honesty.

This week's survey found that

Gates' overall job approval rat-

ings—which have been low in the

wake of the beating—increased

very slightly. Overall approval for

Bradley—which has remained rel-

atively high—took a slight dip.
'

*

According to the poll, 35% of all

Los Angeles residents approve of

the way Gates is handling his job,

t up from 31% two weeks ago and

33% four weeks ago, just after the

King beating occurred.

The mayor had a 53% approval

rating, down from 57% two weeks

ago and 61 %' four weeks ago.

If the two men were running

against one another for mayor
today, the poll showed that Brad-

ley would come out ahead in all

three racial groups, and would win

the election with 51% of the vote,

compared to 18% for Gates. Twen-

ty percent of all respondents said

they would not vote for either man.

A s for city leaders generally,

the poll showed that residents

are .split over whether they are

doing any good in the wake of the

King beating. Only one in four

believe that the city's leaders have

made the atmosphere in Los An- .

geles better, while one in three

believe they have been detrimental

and .the rest think their actions ,

have been irrelevant.

While more than half of all

residents still believe the correct

amount of attention is being paid to

the King beating, the poll found

that nearly two in five respondents

think the case is receiving too

much attention. That is a notice-

able increase from two weeks ago,'

when one-quarter of all residents

said too much attention was being

paid.

The survey also found an in-

crease—from 5% to 17%—in those
' who think the mayor is being too

tough on the Police Department,

although they are outnumbered 3

to 1 by those who think the mayor

is doing what he should.
’ In addition, the poll found that

Bradley's call for Gates to resign

had little effect on what people

think should happen to the chief,

with two-thirds of all respondents

saying Bradley's ' announcement

did not change their opinion.

The remainder of those polled

were split almost evenly, with 14%
saying Bradley’s statement made
them more likely to favor Gates'

resignation, and 16% saying it

made them less likely to favor the

chief's departure.

While the poll found that the

public has limited faith in the city’s

political leadership, it did show
confidence in the criminal justice

system. Asked whether justice will

be done in the case involving King

.and the police, a majority of re-

spondents—three out of five—be-

lieved that it would.

In addition, most of those sur-

veyed believed that commissions

appointed by Bradley and Gates to

investigate the King beating would

be effective in improving the per-

formance of the Police Depart-

ment, with 64% believing that the

mayor's commission would be ef-

fective and 54% believing that the

chief’s commission would be effec-

tive, Those panels have since -de-

cided to merge.
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The Los Angeles Times Poll interviewed 916 adults in the city of Los
Angeles by telephone- on Wednesday, April 3, and Thursday, April 4.

The question on Gates? leave of absence was asked only on Thursday,

.
April 4, after the Police Commission action placing Gates on a leave of
absence. That question is based on 620 adults interviewed on Thursday.

Do you think Police Chief Daryi Gates should:

Resign immediately

Resign if investigation

proves wrongdoing

Should not resign

Don’t Know

Whose actions and statements
have done more to improve the
atmosphere in L.A. in the wake of

the Rodney King beating?

Bradley \ : 46%
Gates 23%
Both equally 5%
Neither 18%
Don’t Know . 8%

When it comes to questions of

ethics and honesty, who do you
think has the better record?

Bradley 37%
Gates

, 26%
. Both Equally 7%
Neither ^ 14%'
Don’t Know 16%

If the 1993 election for mayor
of Los Angeles were being held

today, and the candidates were
Tom Bradley and Daryl Gates, for

whom would you vote:

Bradley 51%
Gates 18%
Neither 20%

* Someone Else 3%
Don’t Know 8%

Do you approve or disapprove of

the decision to give Police Chief

Gates a temporary leave of ab-

sence of at least 60 days?

Approve 58%
Disapprove ;... 38%
Don’t know 4%

NOTE: The sample in this poll includes 525 Anglos, 189 Latinos and 1 14 blacks. Results
are weighted to reflect the proper proportions of the city’s population subgroups, utilizing

census data on race and national origin, sex and labor force characteristics. The margin of
sampling error for results based on the citywide sample is plus or minus four percentage
points. The error margin for the sample of those interviewed Thursday night is also four

points. For the Anglo subgroup the error margin is plus or minus five points, for Latinos it is

plus or minus eight points and for blacks plus or minus nine points.
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Sparring Seen Over

LAPD Investigations

^ Politics: Ongoing
’ probes of MayorTom
Bradley and the head of

'

thie Police Commission

have become political

1 weapons, sources say.

. By RICH CONNELL
i and RICHARD A. SERRANO
()

.TIMES STAFF WRITERS

A s Police Chief Daryl F.

Gates fights to regain the
r helm of his besieged depart-

ment, Police Department in-

vestigations of Mayor Tom
Bradley and the Police Com-
mission president are becoming
a new legal and political battle-

** front.

.
Knowledgeable sources say

the chief in recent days has

made pointed—even threaten-
" ing—references to ongoing
probes of the mayor and Police

Commission President Daniel

P. Garcia, whose panel ordered

Gates on Thursday to tempo-
' rarily step down because of the

furor over the Rodney G. King
beating. On Friday, the City

Council voted to reverse the

action through a legal maneu-
ver.

* Harry G. Melkonian, Gates*

lawyer, denies that the chief
T
tnade any threats. But he said

* ‘Gates in a legal challenge may
l
argue that Garcia should have

' been disqualified from the

; commission's vote because he
i has been under Police Depart-

[ ment investigation for six

months.
Investigators are trying to

determine whether Garcia im-
properly raised campaign funds

at a 1986 fund-raiser for Brad-

ley, according to Capt. Doug
Watson. Garcia has denied
wrongdoing.

Bradley and several other

present and former members of

his Administration also are be-

ing investigated. The probes

range from possible conflicts of

^interest and political fund-

- raising violations to influence
t peddling. Investigators have
nicknamed the patchwork of

inquiries “Chinatown,” after

& the hit movie's labyrinthine

portrayal of Los Angeles* poli-

\
tics in the 1930s.

Watson, who has said he is

* retiring in protest over the
commission’s action against'

Gates, said Friday the investi-

gations have been unaffected

by the political turmoil. “We
- .are being absolutely deliberate.

> We are being very careful,” he
said.

No one has attempted to

influence the course of the

investigations :of Bradley, or

Garcia, Watson said.

Bradley's camp is concerned
* that Gates may use the investi-

- gation to fight* back, said City

Hall sources.

In a tense private meeting
Tuesday, where the mayor
asked Gates to resign, the chief

~ made angry comments to

Bradley regarding the investi-

gation, said a source who spoke
on condition of anonymity.

“Gates threatened the mayor
during the meeting, making a
pointed reference to the de-
partment's investigations,” one

; source said. “[He] even went so

far as to speculate that the

;
mayor’s call for the resignation

*
"was based on the investiga-

tions.”

! Gates' attorney Melkonian
: said, “I don't know anything

’

,
about that goingon in there.”

*

I. George Morrison, Police De-

;
partment chief of staff, said he
had discussed the matter with

; the chief and it was “absolutely
P untrue.'. . there was no threat

5 whatsoever.” Morrison said he
i did not know if Gates discussed
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the investigations with Bradley
during the meeting. (.

*

Bradley spokesman*"- Bill

Chandler declined-to comment.
. Before the Police Commis-
sion meeting on Thursday* •

Gates raised the issue of '’the"

Garcia investigation, according

to Senior Assistant City Atty.

Fred Merkin.
“Gates raised with me an

issue that Commissioner Garcia
was disqualified . . because
Garcia was under investigation

by the Los Angeles Police De-
partment,” he said. “He [Gates]

thought it'was a legal conflict.”

Merkin said there was no
immediate basis to disqualify

Garcia. Garcia concurred in

Merkin's version of events.

Melkonian insisted it was the
city attorney, rather than
Gates, who raised the issue of

the Garcia investigation before

the commission meeting.

In any case. Gates and his

supporters .have signaled they
may use, the ethics -scandal

surrounding Bradley to fight

back. After Bradley went on
live television to demand the
chief's resignation Tuesday,
Gates held a news conference

i and brought up a 1989 city
£ attorney’s investigation of

Bradley. That probe resulted in

$20,000 in civil fines against the

j

mayor, and City Atty. James K.
Hahn criticized the mayor for



At the same time, the chief

has been making vague hints

that there may be some major

revelations coming. “If I laid it

on the line,” Gates said in an *
interview Wednesday night on

KABC-TV, “.
. . and it may

come down to just exactly that,

and when I do, watch out.” * •

Pressed to elaborate in an-

other television interview, the

chief said he was referring to

the politics behind the effort to

remove him. “I think there’s a

great deal involved in that.

Much of that has not come out

yet. And I think that at the

appropriate time that may have

to come out,” he said.

Watson declined to say what,

if any, charges may result from

the ongoing investigations. The

department is looking into.-

• Bradley’s relationship with

political fund-raiser Harold R.

Washington, a developer

whose city-subsidized housing

project is the focus of a political

corruption probe. Informants

have said Washington sought

contributions or payments for

Bradley and other city officials

to secure the project. Bradley

and Washington have denied

doing anything improper.

• Bradley’s fund-raising op-

eration. After a series of arti-

cles in The Times last year, the

' police opened an investigation

of Garcia and other city com-

missioners who helped raise

political donations from devel-

opers, lobbyists and others who
have business with their agen-

cies. The probe also includes

possible misuse of city equip-

ment and resources by Brad-

ley’s City* Hall staff members
who doubled as fund-raisers.

• Patric Mayers, a former

Bradley appointee to the city

Building Advisory Appeals

board. Mayers is being investi-

gated for possible conflicts fo

interest and influence ped-

dling, Watson said, in connec-

tion with payments and free

movie passes he sought from

firms doing business with the

city. Mayers has denied doing

anything improper.’

• Politically -connected con-

sultants who have helped ob-

tain -city contracts from a vari-
’

ety of departments.

Times staff writer Tracy Wood
contributed to this story.

ROSEMARY KAUL, / Us Angeles Times

Daniel P. Garcia, left, heads the Police Commission, which on

Thursday ordered Chief Daryl F. Gates, right, to take a leave.
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Organization: Behind

the outpouring ofsupport

for Gates are four

media-savvy professionals.

By LOUIS SAHAGUN
TIMES STAFF WRITER

The night before a newly formed

support group for Police Chief

Daryl F. Gates was unveiled at a

-news conference at Parker Center,

its leaders met at the home of

actress Peggy Rowe Estrada for

lessons in how to respond to re-

porters' questions.

Playing reporter at the mock
press conference March 20 was
political consultant Eric Rose, an

adviser to Gates during his explor-

atory campaign for governor in

1988. Estrada, the former wife of

television star Erik Estrada of

“CHiPS" fame, bore the brunt of

Rose's bruising questions.

“This is a lot different than what
I'd done before because this is real

life," said Estrada, a spokeswoman
for Citizens in Support of the Chief

of Police (CISCOP). “I thought,

‘Give me a script and I'll be fine.'
'*

-
. In fact, much of the

'
group's

campaign to save Gates' job seems

to have been scripted, despite what
Gates has described as a traditional

.
grass-roots movement of “just

plain folks" rushing forward in his

defense.

The group has come a long way
since that evening. At a luncheon

Friday attended by more than

1,000 Gates supporters, CISCOP
pullfed a public relations coup:

Gates and George Holliday on the

same dais.

“George who?" a woman in the

crowd asked when Holliday was
introduced. “Oh, that guy!"

It was Holliday, a San Fernando

Valley plumbing business manag-

er, whose videotape of the beating

of black motorist Rodney G. King

last March 3 shocked the world.

Now, Gates stood shoulder-to -

shoulder, with Holliday, the man
who, it could be argued, nearly cost

Gates his job as head of the Los
Angeles Police Department. They
shook hands as the crowd broke

- into applause and TV news camer-
as recorded the event.

I
t was another victory, albeit

small, for CISCOP. But the im-
ages of Gates, and Holliday ex-
changing pleasantries would make
the TV news Friday night and give
the chief a much-needed public
relations boost as he struggles to

stay in office.

The pro -Gates group has, in only
a few weeks, attracted thousands
of adherents, mainly from the ex-
tended families of police officers

/dnd segments of the Lbs Angeles

business community.
But at its core, CISCOP is run by

four media-savvy professionals.

E strada—a tall, 35-year-oid Van
Nuys mother of two—ac-

knowledges that her acting experi-

ence has helped her through in-

tense questioning by reporters
from across the nation seeking
so-called average citizens who
support the chief. In fact, she has
ties to many people in Hollywood

.

and is now the
.
point woman at

.
pro-Gates rallies and news confer-
ences.

Working with her is Ed Cholak-
ian, 55, an influential San Fernando
Valley businessman, who sits on 14
corporate boards and owns what is

believed to be the world's largest

collection of antique Cadillacs. He
founded the citizens' booster club
at the LAPD’s Foothill Division,

the unit that is under scrutiny over
the King beating. His role at CIS-
COP functions is to line up support

f
from businessmen and elected offi-

cials throughout the Valley.
_

Adelaide Nimitz, 57, is a public

l relations expert and founder of

Crime Prevention Committee, a
citizens' group that helps organize
Neighborhood Watch programs.

$
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Through her contacts, she pro-
motes CISCOP events and works
the phones looking for volunteers.

Behind them all, however,' is
' Rose, a 25-year-old political con-;
sultant who normally makes $1,000
a day shepherding the campaigns
of conservative political aspirants,
the most recent of whom was Los
Angeles County supervisorial can-

didate Sarah Fibres.

Rose, a former aide to state Sen.
Ed Davis (R-.Northridge), who
was Gates' predecessor as police-

chief, said he was asked by Gates’*

office to help' CISCOP -with media
relations free of charge. He has
orchestrated virtually every step
-the pro-Gates forces have taken in

the past two weeks.
These people and a handful of

dedicated volunteers have com-
bined their talents and contacts to
hold a boisterous rally for Gates at
the Los Angeles Police Academy
that was attended by 4,000 people.
Among them was feminist attorney
Gloria Allred, who stepped up to
the microphone and said: “Sur-
prise! Surprise!” The attorney, who
has made a career battling the
Establishment, said she was invit-

ed by Rose.

The group also has gathered
14,000 signatures on petitions cir-

culated throughout the city calling

on Gates to remain on the job.

The luncheon Friday at the
Sportsmen’s Lodge in Studio

•City came one day after the Police
Commission put Gates on a paid
60-day leave of absence. The con-
troversial furlough was “a big help



Holliday, who is trying to sell his

life story to a movie production

company, readily accepted Rose's

invitation a week ago to attend the

$25-a-plate luncheon and receive a

CISCOP award for “community

service."

At the luncheon, Gates denied .

that he has orchestrated a public

relations effort on his own behalf,

insisting that thousands of .just

plain folks” have come to^ his

defense. *
. .

*

“Its been said I've had a public

relations campaign,” Gates told the

audience, which greeted
-him with

a standing ovation and chants .of

“Gates must stay!” v ;

. “All of this has been spontane-

ous,” Gates said. “Polks, yesterday

I felt horrible. Today, I feel good,”

.

Indeed, the chief felt so good, he

couldn't resist a joke. Turning -to

Holliday, he quipped: “As a guy
.

who never goes to the movies^and

loves home movies, .
that was a

lousy movie. ... If it wasn't'for

our helicopter, the lighting vjould

have been terrible.” The audience

laughed loudly. o r

S
tanding nearby, Rose surveyed

the Police Chief and Holliday

with satisfaction. He had pulled off

the unthinkable in only a weekend

a half, and on a shoestring budget.
1

As he said before the evbnt:

“See, everything we do in =this

society is visual. What more visual

way is there to express what we

believe than to honor the manThat
* took tlie video—pure and simple.

“What he [Holliday] did for^the

department was a brave and won-

derful thing in the long run-slm-

. pie” ,
’

^
Rose's efforts may be aimed

beyond just getting Gates nested

comfortably back in the chiefs

suite at Parker Center. :

The chief was recently consul-

ered a candidate for the posts/tf
*

FBI director and President Bush's

drug czar. Some who know him
well have suggested he may well

: have postponed his* long-awaited

departure from the LAPD until a

similar high post or political seat

‘becomes available. But to do so, his

• office must not be tarnished,

j

* To that end, CISCOP is a valua-

.
ble ally. Rose has coached .the

-group's leaders to tackle the beat-

ing incident with this phrase;
; “What happened to Rodney King
/was a horrible incident, but let’s

'hot castigate Chief Gates and the

>. entire Police Department for it.”

. At Rose's insistance, that mes-

1
csage is driven home in the first

j
« paragraph of every CISCOP press ,

Release, and in the first words
' spoken by CISCOP leaders at pub-
Tlic gatherings.
1

*

"Before Rose arrived to give them
theme and focus,” the people

who would become CISCOP lead-

ers were working independently to

^drum up support for Gates in the
'week after King's beating.

Estrada was circulating a “sup-

port petition” in the parking lot of a .

San Fernando Valley mall near her

home. Cholakian was handing out

“back our men in blue” cards at

power lunches and Chamber of

Commerce meetings. Nimitz was

pleading with the Police Depart-

ment to give her an opportunity to

take its case public.

Rose, who was already recording

every sound bite he could on the

King case, wrote a letter to Gates. -

“If there is anything I can- do to

. help,”-' he wrote, “don't hesitate to

call.” . . ,
•

'

On March 19, Rose said he’ re-

ceived a call from Gates' security

aide, Officer Eugene Arreola, “who
took me up on the offer.”

. In an interview, Arreola denied

|
that Gates personally sought Rose

out, although he acknowledged

discussing the possibility of work-

ing with him.

The Police Department’s com-

munity relations office introduced

Rose to Estrada, Cholakian, Nimitz

and others actively supporting the



Cholakian said CISCOP provided
him with an opportunity to vent his

frustrations over what he called

“negative publicity’'' arising from
the King affair.

“I had officers coming into my
office and saying, -‘Gosh, people are

flipping us off and spitting.at us/
”

recalled Cholakian. “I was so over-
wrought by this whole thing I

would sit there and cry about the

defaming of our police officers.”

Cholakian said that among his

many friends in the department is

one of the officers who has been
indicted in the King beating. “He’s
a good officer,” Cholakian said.

Rose cringes when he hears such
comments. The smooth political

adviser complained that some CIS-
COP members "are neglecting to

say every time they speak that

what happened to King was
wrong.”

{

Estrada said Rose taught her
well in that regard. “They’re the
first five lines I speak at press

conferences,” she said.
'

j.r
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TONYA A. EVATT / LosAngeles Times

From left, Adelaide Nimitz, Ed Cholakian, CISCOP supporter Hortencia Ramirez, and Peggy Rowe Estrada.
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Marchers Demand Ouster

Protest: Jesse Jackson

urges a boycott of Super

Bowl and conventions

until police chief leaves.

Event is peaceful and there

are no arrests.

By KENNETH J. GARCIA
and FRANK CLIFFORD
TIMES STAFF WRITERS

A t a boisterous but peaceful

rally in downtown Los Angel-

es 'on Saturday, the Rev. Jesse

Jackson called for a boycott of the

1993 Super Bowl and future con-

ventions in Los Angeles in re-

sponse to the televised beating of .

Rodney G. King and the ongoing

political battle over Police Chief

Daryl F. Gates.

“I say if we can use a boycott in

Birmingham, and if we can boycott

in Montgomery, if we can use it in

South Africa, then we can stop the

Super Bowl and conventions from

coming to Los Angeles," Jackson

told protesters who gathered in

front of police headquarters. Police

estimated the crowd at 5,000.
* ‘*We must not just remove Gates,

we‘ must remove Gateism,” Jack-

sori told the crowd in front of

Parker Center. "We know the

absence of Gates is not the pres-

ence of justice. The aberration

wasn't the violence, it was the

video camera. The beating of Rod-

ney King exposed a national mala-
„

dy.”

Jackson's remarks came after he

led a wave of placard -carrying

demonstrators on a march through

downtown Los Angeles to demand
the ouster of Gates and to condemn
the City Council for ordering the

reinstatement of the embattled de-

partment head.

It was the largest rally yet in

opposition to the chief.

Mayor Tom Bradley said in an

interview Saturday that he objects

to Jackson's call for a boycott of

Los Angeles by tourists and con-

ventioneers.

ofGates

'|l think that it would be wrong
to punish the whole city, to threat-

en the economy of the city and the
jobs created at the Convention
.Center and at the hotels by saying
to conventioneers, ‘Don't come to

Los Angeles,' ” Bradley said.

However, he defended Jackson's
right to call fpr the boycott. "Jesse

* Jackson is a distinguished leader in

this country whose voice is heard
and listenedto by many people. He
has the authority and the right to

_ come make his statement/L

At the rally, protesters chanting

"Daryl Gates must go, Daryl Gates
‘

^ must go,” descended on police

£ headquarters and cheered as
^ speakers blasted Gates, Bradley

and other officials involved in the

political fight over the police chief.

Although the angry crowd often

shouted directly at police who.
lined the streets along the route, .

,

there were no incidents during the

demonstration, which lasted nearly

five hours. Police estimated that

nearly 1,000 people who lined the

path of the demonstration joined

the march, which began at Olym-
pic Boulevard and Broadway and

- ended at Parker Center.

The tensest moment came as a
group of about 100 protesters

walked directly in front of the

Parker Center entrance shouting

"No more Gates,” as two dozen
police officers stood on the other

side of the glass. Police officials *

said the multiethnic crowd was
-well-behaved and reported no ar-

rests.

T he demonstration included
more that a dozen civil rights

,

and activist groups, ranging from
the American Civil Liberties Union
to Janitors for Justice. The rally

began as a phalanx of marchers
massed behind a colorful 30-foot-
wide yellow and black sign pro-

claiming “Gates must Go. Stop
Police Brutality.”

There were virtually no coun-
* terdemonstrators, although one
man, W.T. Minamoto, 46, held up a

>
pro-Gates sign, and walked for
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ife
awhile in front of the marchers, his
young daughter riding on his
shoulders.

"I'm sticking up for one of the
finest men in our city,” Minamoto
said.

The rally, originally timed to

coincide with the 23rd anniversary
* of the assassination of civil rights

leader Martin Luther King Jr., was
*

4
planned before the City Council's
decision Friday to reinstate Gates.
The council took the action just one
day after he had been put on paid
leave by the Police Commission.
The events that led to the dem-

onstration were triggered by the
March 3 beating of King, a 25-
year-old black parolee from Alta-
dena, by white officers after a car
chase in the San Fernando Valley.
The incident was captured on vid-
eotape by an amateur cameraman
and the stark images have repeat-

’ edly been broadcast around the
* world.

Councilman Michael Woo, one of
three council members who voted
against Gates' reinstatement, said

* that the action "raises questions
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. JIM MENDENHALL / Los Angeles Times

Rep. Maxine Waters, the Rev. Jesse Jackson and radio personality Casey Kasem lead protesters.

about the entire future of this city.

What's very clear is that this crisis

can only be resolved through new
leadership in the Police Depart-
ment.”

Several speakers, including Rep.
Maxine Waters (DtLos Angeles),

^

also called for the puster of those'-;

Los Angeles City Council members
whq voted to block the Police
Commission's effort to put Gates on
a leave of absence.
"Nate Holden’s got to go,” Wa-

ters chanted, referring to the one
black councilman who voted
against the commission's action.

“Joan Milke Flores's got to go,”
Waters added.

Former Hawthorne Police Offi-

cer Don Jackson stated the
sentiment more pointedly, saying:
“There is a color problem in this

** city when we see Nate Holden
-

' backing up the Police Department.
Nate Holden, you gotta go.”

Jackson, who is black, focused

:
attention on police abuse three

4
years ago when an incident was
'videotaped in which a white Long

- Beach policeman allegedly pushed
»
Jackson’s head through a plate-
glass window after stopping the car
in which Jackson was riding.

Other speakers added the name
of Councilman Richard Alatorre to
the list of targeted council mem-
bers.

Waters stbod on the platform
with a group of public officials that
included state Democratic Assem-
blywomen from Los Angeles, Te:
vresa P. Hughes, Marguerite Ar-
chie-Hudson and Gwen Moore>
state Sen. Bill Greene (D-Los An-

f'

geles) and Jackie Goldberg, presi-"
'dent- of the Los Angeles Unified
School District board.

Onlookers alongthe march route-
occasionally cheered but mostly
were content to stop and look/An
RTD bus driver drew cheers from

" the marchers when he waved,
smiled and honked his horn in
support. .

Some of the protesters carried
* Pictures of alleged victims of police
brutality and -hundreds waved
homemade signs such' as one that
proclaimed: “Daryl just say yes.”
Several demonstrators said that
they came to vent anger that has
simmered in ethnic communities
for years.

“If Gates isn't the disease, he's
certainly one of the symptoms,”
said Compton resident Georgia
Cave. “The people in this commu-
nity have been angry for years.
This isn't an isolated incident. It's

just the first one caught on film.”

A



By JESSE KATZ
TIMES STAFF WHITER

Almost every weekend, Pasadena police

are called to break up a crowd of youths

who regularly turn a fast- food stand into a

noisy outdoor party.

But on a recent Saturday night, police

met an unexpected audience: four video

cameras turned on the officers, as the

revelers shouted taunts in hope of captur-

ing a glimpse of brutality on film.

“The crowd was definitely attempting to

bait us," said Pasadena Police Lt. Frank

Wills, refusing to identify the restaurant.

“With -four video cameras rolling ... it

was real clear the whole thing was pre-

planned.”

Although it is Los Angeles police officers

who are accused of last month’s beating of

Rodney G. King in Lake View Terrace, San

Gabriel Valley police say the incident has

cast a shadow of suspicion on anyone who
wears a badge.

From King’s hometown of Altadena to

the quiet streets of Claremont, officers are

struggling to distance themselves from the

ugly black-and-white images that have

tarnished their colleagues in the metropolis

to the west.

“We didn't have anything to do with this

LAPD deal,” said Monrovia Police Chief

Joseph Santoro. “But people don'.t see us as

separate. The average citizen just sees the

officer in blue.”

Few of the valley’s 20 law enforcement
agencies have been spared the embarrass-
ment. Pedestrians have made catcalls as

patrol cars cruised by. Crowds frequently

gather to scrutinize officers during traffic

stops.

On several occasions, police have even
been berated by citizens who wonder out
loud if they, too, won't be on the receiving

end of a nightstick.

“We've had people who our officers have'

stopped on the street say: 'What are you
going to do? Beat me with your baton
now?’” said Claremont Police Lt. Gary
Jenkins. “We’re trying to be somewhat
more empathetic ... but it creates an
extra burden.”

In Altadena, where King was living with
•his wife and her two young sons, there

(Indicate page, name of
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have also been tensions and name-calling.

“Right after the incident, we were
making a routine traffic stop and the first

thing out of the guy’s mouth was, T’m not
getting out of the car so you can beat me
like that other guy,’ ” said Sheriff’s Deputy
Philip Brooks.

But deputies in the area say those

feelings have already begun to subside.

“I’ve been telling people, ‘Please don’t

let what’s happening, what you see on
television, translate into what’s happening
in Altadena,’ ” said Sheriff’s Lt. John
Samuel, the station commander in Altade-

na. “I think the community understands
that’s not our standard operating proce-

dure.”

For some local police departments, the

incident has been turned into a learning
* experience.
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King Beating Makes
Police’sJob Harder
Law Enforcement: San Gabriel Valley departments weren’t

involved in the case but suffer from public backlash.
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In recent weeks, they have re-

viewed their training manuals, dis-

cussed the use of force at roll-call

briefings and shown videotapes on
how to de-escalate hostile encoun-

ters. '

“We are spending an awful lot of

time at the beginning of every shift

talking about community rela-

tions—customer service training, if

you will—to reinforce the sensitiv-

ity of this issue,” said South Pasa-

dena’s new police chief, Thomas
Mahoney, who assumed his post 10

days before the March 3 beating.

In other cities, officials warned
against indecisiveness on the

streets. Baldwin Park Police Chief

Carmine R. Lanza - distributed a
memo to his staff on March 15,

describing the King beating as an
isolated incident and urging offi-

cers not let it impede their per-*

formance.

“I. . . want you to guard against

being reactive in situations which
call for decisive enforcement ac-

tion,” read Lanza’s memo. “In oth-

er words, do what you have to do to

get the job done.”

Only a handful of departments
have not formally acknowledged
the beating, much to the relief of

some officers in those agencies.

“Damn, everybody already
knows about this,” said Pomona
Police Sgt. Larry Zambrano. “I

don’t think I need a memo from the

chief telling me this was a bad
thing.”

- In Pasadena, Police Chief Bruce

Philpott threw himself into the

thick of things, becoming the first

Southern California chief to pub-
licly call 'on Los Angeles Police

Chief Daryl F. Gates to retire.

Since then, a few Pasadena offi-

cers have privately expressed con-

cern that Philpott was- getting

unnecessarily involved in a volatile

political battle. But the chief said

he spoke out because he was angry
that the King beating had made a

tough job even tougher for police

everywhere.

As for the Pasadena Police De-
partment’s own encounter with
four unforgiving camcorders, offi-

cials said the recent stand-off end-
ed peacefully without much of

anything to film.

“The officers were able to re-

solve the situation without inci-

dent,” said Lt. Wills. “I’m sure

there are four people out there in

possession of a very boring video-

tape.”

Monrovia Police Officer Dorothy Portillo makes a point of talking to youngsters during a recent patrol.



I

licate page, name of

/spaper, city end state.)

* (Mount Clipping in Space Below)

to Assess Gates’ Future
Police: Options to block chiefs return are studied.

Mayor seeks to distance himselffroifl the dispute.

' While -Mayor Tom Bradley on
Saturday sought to distance him-

i
setf from the dispute ;over the

R
future of Police Chief Daryl F.

* Gates, the mayor's aides and advis-
ers hastily regrouped to assess
options for blocking the, chief’s
return to his job.

.
The mayor and his staff were

attempting to recover from a sting-
ing political defeat delivered by the
• City Council Friday when .it ig-
nored Bradley’s personal plea and
voted to reinstate Gates. The coun-
cil action would, in effect, reverse a
decision by the Bradley-appointed
Police Commission to place Gates

. on leave while it conducts a wide-
ranging investigation prompted by
'the police beating of Rodney G.
King.

In an interview in his City Hall
office, Bradley said Saturday that
-he intends to stay out of the legal
dispute over Gates' status when it

' reaches Superior Court on Monday.
The mayor said he will take no

' further actions regarding the
chief's tenure, leaving the Police

- Commission to deal with the issue.

“I don’t know what's going to

This article was reported and
written by Times staff writers
Glenn F. Bunting, Rich Connell
and Jane Fritsch.

happen on Monday," Bradley said.
"It has been suggested that some-
how I influenced the commission to
take its action ... I am removed
from this."

Some city officials expressed
skepticism about the mayor's as-
sertion.

"For Bradley and his office to be
saying they didn’t have any influ-
ence with the commission is a
bunch of bull," said City Council

i President John Ferraro. "[The

|

mayor] put plenty of pressure on

them one way or another."
The commission's action fol-

lowed a month «of behind-the-
scenes maneuvering by Bradley
and Deputy Mayor Mark Fabiani to
oust Gates, sources have told The
Times. But Bradley denied Satur-
day that he or anyone in his office
has secretly plotted against Gates.

"i am not a devious or evil
person,” said the mayor. "I never
function in that way. . . . If some-
body believes me, fine. If they
don't, they don’t, so be it."

Bradley called for Gates to re-

sign last Tuesday, one month after
the videotaped beating of King, a
25-year-old black parolee from
Altadena who was repeatedly
struck by police officers after a car
chase in the San Fernando Valley.
Last Thursday, the Police Com-
mission put Gates on a paid leave—
and a day later an outraged City
Council.moved to reinstate Gates.
Among the developments Satur-

day:

• Bradley's aides and advisers
huddled, reviewing legal and po-
litical options, as phone calls con-
tinued throughout the day between
city officials, lawyers and commu-
nity leaders, sources said.
• The tactics pursued by the

mayor's office have raised con-
cerns, even among some Bradley
supporters, that that the mayor is

contributing to the polarization of
the city.

• An estimated 5,000 people at-
tended a Los Angeles rally where
the Rev. Jesse Jackson called for a
boycott of the 1993 Super Bowl and
future conventions in the city as a
protest over the King beating.
Earlier, demonstrators marched
through the downtown business
district to demand the ouster of
Gates and to condemn the City
Council's action.

1
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Strategy Sessions

® Sources said that the options
geing studied by the mayor’s office,
gie Police Commission and outside

i

groups include a high-profile, mass
signation of Bradley’s Police
mmission appointees and a mul-
Ie-front legal challenge to the
incus action by individual po-
; commissioners and possibly by
oalition of community groups.

'•One strategy, sources said, is to
seek a court delay of the council’s
effort to reinstate Gates until
Tuesday s City Council elections in
hopes that new or returning coun.-
c
r members could be persuaded to

support the attempt to oust Gates.
-After consultations with advis-

ers and lawyers, Fabiani and Police
Commission President Daniel p.
Garcia said Saturday that they
believe the council action was
clearly illegal.

“It was a meaningless political
action done for benefit of the
television cameras,” said Fabiani.
Both argued the council action was
a transparent .attempt to usuro
powers, vested only in the Police
Commission by the City Charter.
On Friday, the council voted 10

to 3 to instruct the city attorney to

f
et

*-? \l
aw

5
ult 0131 Gates “tends

to file Monday seeking reinstate-
ment. A settlement worked out
between the council and Gates'
lawyers would immediately return
Gat®® to his job on the condition
that he forgo any attempts to seek
monetary damages from the city



Mike Qualls, a spokesman for

> City Atty. James K. Hahn, said

Saturday that the settlement was
legal and will be wrapped up

swiftly. Negotiations on the.agree-

ment were completed Friday.eve-

ning, Qualls said. “Our expectation

is this will be concluded fairly

quickly Monday morning/’ he add-

ed.

Qualls and Gates’ lawyer, Harry

G. Melkonian, said they doubt that

either the police commissioners or

anyone else has the legal standing

to block the council’s settlement

with Gates. Sources in Bradley’s

camp concede that it presents a

difficult legal hurdle.

What Next?

It is not clear what the Police

Commission will do next, Garcia

said. But the commission president

added that he has retained attor-

ney Paul Grossman to represent

him personally in the matter.

“We might challenge [the coun-

cil settlement] in court, but that

would take a while,” Garcia said.

“Presumably [Gates] would be in

. office for some time . . . who'

knows where we’d be with our

investigation” by the time the

challenge was resolved.

"It perpetuates the drama in

which he is a central character

when we have [a furor over] a case

of serious police brutality,” he said.

If Gates wins back his job, Brad-

ley’s legal options are limited, said

Fabiani.

“The mayor still hopes that the

* chief will see that his presence is

* hurting the Police Department and

[that] the department will never

recover its fine reputation as long

as he is the chief,” he said.

, One legal option, sources said,

° would be to seek a delay in the

court action until after Tuesday’s

i council election.

But Ferraro, a Gates supporter,
: said it was doubtful there would be

much change in the council’s posi-

tion after the election. He contend-

ed that the council voted to rein-

state the chief because he was not

given due process. •

Forcing Gates to take a 60-day

leave of absence “is a terrible way

to treat someone who been chief

for 13 years,” added Ferraro.

One way to increase political

pressure on the council would be to

arrange for the resignations of the

three
,
commissioners who had

placed Gates on leave, say sources

close to the efforts to remove the

* chief. .

’ While Bradley has denied that

* he influenced the Police Commis-

sion’s decision, one source familiar

with the deliberations acknowl-

edged that the mayor’s office was

in close touch with the commis-

sioners. 'They felt a need to work

this through with the mayor,” said

the source, who spoke on condition

of anonymity. “But to suggest that

the mayor picked up the phone and

forced the commission to do any-

thing is crazy.”

The three police commissioners

approached the removal of Gates

from different viewpoints, accord-

ing to City Hall sources. Vice

President Melanie Lomax was ada-

mant that Gates should leave of-

fice, Garcia preferred to proceed

slowly and Sam Williams felt that

Gates could be persuaded to resign,

the sources said.

After studying their legal op-

tions, the three commissioners—all

lawyers—agreed to put Gates on

leave while pursuing an' investiga-

tion to determine if there are

grounds to discipline or fire him.

They informed Bradley of their

intent on Tuesday,* which prompt-

ed the mayor to call on Gates to

resign, said Fabiani.

Is Bradley Right?

The intense fight oyer Gates’

tenure has further polarized the

city, politicized the issue and ob-

scured the fundamental questions

of bruiality, racism and police

. training raised by the King beat-

ing, civic leaders said.

“The basic issue of how the

Police Department relates to the

community and the question of

undue violence have been totally

, .lost in an atmosphere of increasing

racial divisiveness, in the debate

between the
- mayor and the chief

1

and between the mayor and the*

council,” said Ray Remy, president

of the Los Angeles Area Chamber
.

of Commerce.
Councilman Joel Wachs, who

backed the move to reinstate

Gates, said the feud between the

mayor and the chief is “unbelieva-

bly harmful” to Los Angeles. “If

you really care about this city, it is

lime to say,
4OK. We are [looking]

into things that are significant in

the long range, and not have this

continuing battle between one in-

dividual and another and one

branch of government and anoth-

er.

The controversy also has be-

come a political liability of sorts for

the mayor. Although a Times poll

found that 58% of Los Angeles
residents support the temporary

* removal of Gates, the poll also
found that 60% believe Bradley is

trying to further his political ambi-
tions rather than, as he stated, to

mend a divided city.

The harsh community reaction
and City Council outrage over
Bradley’s handling of the King
crisis last week has fueled criticism

of a behind-the-scenes campaign
to oust Gates that was handled by
Fabiani shortly after the March 3
beating. Gates and Bradley, a re-
tired LAPD officer, have been
longtime adversaries. *

Many city leaders said the drive

to remove Gates went 44
out of

control” with Bradley's call for

Gates to resign and the commission
vote to put the chief on leave,

’

The confrontational approach
was a departure from the mayor’s

• handling of Police Department is-

sues during his 17 years in office,

said former Police Chief Ed Davis.
Before last week, one former

' Bradley strategist said, the mayor
responded to the King crisis pre-
cisely as one would expect him to.

“It was a gentle, more measured
response,” said the ex-Bradley
aide, who requested anonymity.
“He didn't blow the council apart.

- He was seen as keeping things
pretty well under control.”

Then came the mayor’s startling

call for Gates to resign on Tuesday.
“All I know is that I was shocked,”
said the former aide. “I don’t know’
where it went off the deep end. It's

out of kilter.”.

' If Bradley’s reaction seems “ex-
traordinary,” it is only because the
King episode is an extraordinary
crisis in the city's history, Fabiani
said.

“I acted in good faith on what I
felt were legitimate concerns,”
Bradley said Saturday. “There was
divisiveness in the city. The chief
was at the center of the storm of
protests and so long as he remained
in the position it was not likely to
change.”

Some of Bradley’s strongest sup-



porters appear to be questioning
the political strategy of the may-
or’s office.

Remy, who served .as Bradley’s
* chief of staff in the early 1980s,

colled the decision to put Gates on
leave “not in the the best interest

of the city.”

Richard Riordan, a prominent
Los Angeles attorney and support-
er of the mayor, said that Bradley
should understand that the city's

business sector is “rallying around
Gates” and does not support any
effort to remove him at this time.

“It comes down to leadership,”
* ?aid Riordan. “[The mayor] has got
to back off, look at the general
picture and regroup. I think he

.
cannot go ahead [with a plan to

.seek the chief’s removal]. I think
' he would be just [putting] himself
deeper and deeper into a hole/*

By failing to persuade two key
groups—the business community
and the City Council—to join in the
fight to oust Gates, the mayor and
Pabiani did not have the political

support they needed to challenge
' the police chief, according to inter-

views with both groups.

Several prominent business
leaders and City Council members
said they were not lobbied by
anyone in the mayor’s office on.the
Gates issue. They put much of the

. blame on Pabiani, the 33-year-old
chief of staff whose management
style has won him few friends'1on

' the City Council.

* Fabiani said that council mem-
. bers are not siding with Bradley
because they do not want to con-
front Gates or the Police Depart-
ment, particularly with Tuesday’s
election looming.

“We’ve made a lot of-effort to

talk to council members, but
frankly a lot of .them are not
interested in taking bn .Daryl
:Gates/’ he said. “And the scream-
ing of a couple of council members,
some of whom are up for reelection'

on Tuesday ... is not going to

dissuade the mayor from doing
* what needs to be done.”
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Suit Planned

to Block Gates’

Reinstatement

I

i

i

i

l

ByJANE FRITSCH
TIMES STAFF WRITER

Los Angeles civil rights groups

made plans to file a lawsuit today

to block the reinstatement of Po-
lice Chief Daryl F. Gates as war-
ring factions of city government
prepared Sunday for a possible

showdown in court.

Embattled members of the Po-
lice Commission, which removed
Gates from his job last Thursday,
said Sunday they were Unsure

whether they would go to court

today to defend their action. Gates

is expected to file a lawsuit in

Superior Court this afternoon de-

manding reinstatement.
£ The civil rights groups, sources

said, plan to proceed in a separate

action .with a lawsuit of their own,

claiming that the City Council is

illegally attempting to overrule the

Police Commission.

I Last Friday, one day after the

commission voted to place the chief

oh a 60-day paid leave, the City

Council ordered Gates reinstated.
t

Under the City Charter, the

council does not have the

power to overrule the Police Com-
mission's removal of Gates, but.it

does have the authority to settle

lawsuits brought against the city.

In its 10-3 vote on Friday, the

council decided to settle Gates'

.anticipated lawsuit by reinstating

lum.

jj
Ramona Ripston, head of the

American Civil Liberties Union of

Southern California, said represen-
ts

'

i M
.

|« RELATED STORY, B1

tltives of civil rights .groups

rpapped their legal strategy during

atone-hour conference call Sunday.

T|he groups decided to file a “tax-

payer” suit, alleging that the City

Oounfcil and Gates have engaged in

collusion to reinstate him by set-

tling “a phony, unreal lawsuit.”

{
So-called taxpayer suits normal-

ly are filed against governmental

bodies by citizens who allege that

t^x money has been wasted. But

Ripston said Sunday that the

groups will allege fraud, which also

qan be a basis for such a suit.

LOS ANGELES TIMES

Sitton: MON, APRIL 8, 1991
Front Section, Page 1

TOe . SUIT PLANNED TO BLOCK
GATES 1 REINSTATEMENT

Character:

or

Classification: 80—33B
Submitting Office:

LOS ANGELES

Indexing:

SEARCHED INDEXED. „ ,

SERIALIZED BLED

APR 10 1991

FBI — LOS ANGELES
d
j£L

U.S. Rep. Maxine Waters (D-Los

Angeles) said in an interview Sun-

day that she has agreed to be a

plaintiff in the activists' lawsuit.

Mark Ridley-Thomas, on leave as

director of the Southern Christian

Leadership Conference's Los An-
geles branch to run for the City

Council, also will be a plaintiff, he

said.

“This is a mess,” said commis-

sion President Dan Garcia. “I don't

know if they have standing. Ev-

erybody's cpllecting their thoughts

in a variety of different ways.”

Garcia and commission member
Sam Williams said Sunday they

have not yet decided whether they

will resign from the panel, which is

appointed by Mayor Tom Bradley.

“It is not easy serving as a police

commissioner in a city where the

police chief controls and manipu-

lates "the City Council,” said Wil-

liams, a longtime member of the

commission. He said he is consider-
*

ing stepping down out of frustra-

tion.

The Police Commission had
placed Gates on leave pending the

outcome of a wide-ranging investi-

gation prompted by the March 3

police beating of Rodney G. King,

which was captured on videotape

by an amateur cameraman and

televised around the world.

Garcia said he, too, is frustrated,

but sounded a conciliatory note. “If

the chief is restored, we will try to

work with him,” he said. “All this

political fighting among . . . city

government is dispiriting. Our in- y.
fbi/doj



tent was to remove Chief Gates
. . . so that we could not make him
the issue, so we could get down to
the real work.”

If Gates wins a court order today,
4 Garcia added, “we .will clearly
comply with it.”

Garcia said the commission had
-not decided on Sunday whether to
challenge the proposed settlement
in court today. He 'added that he
had not spoken with the mayor or
his staff in several days and said
the commission was not being
advised on the matter by the
mayor's office.

B radley called for the chiefs
resignation last Tuesday, but

has said he is not attempting to
influence the actions of the com-
mission, a civilian panel that over-
sees and sets policy for the depart-
ment.
Jay Grodin, one of Gates* attor-

neys, said the chiefs lawsuit will

allege that he was illegally re-
moved from his job and will name
the city and the Police Commission
as defendants.

“This could conceivably be all

put to bed tomorrow,” Grodin said.

A representative of the city
attorney's office is expected to be
in court today at the direction of
the City Council to settle the
lawsuit immediately.

Grodin’ said he doubts that the
civil rights groups will- succeed
with their lawsuit because they
lack legal standing in the matter.
The suit that civil rights groups

plan to file also will name City

Atty. James K. Hahn as a defend-
ant, Ripston said.

“Jimmy Hahn has acted illegally

. and is guilty of a conflict of interest

because he advised the commission
and now is advising the City Coun-
cil and, to some extent, Gates,”
Ripston said.

Mike Qualls, a spokesman for

Hahn, said Sunday there was no
conflict of interest. “We advise

’ every city entity. That's our job,”

he said. “We maintained a position
of neutrality. The advice we gave
the Police Commission was general
in nature.”

Meanwhile, at a rally in South -

Central Los Angeles on Sunday,
Bradley was applauded and
cheered for his -stand on the Gates
controversy.

“It's not what I said or did that
brought about the misery in this

city,” Bradley told a crowd of about
400 at the Afro-American Commu-
nity Unity Center. Waters also was
cheered when she called for Gates,
to step down.
The crowd turned hostile, how-

ever, when Councilman Nate Hol-
den tried to speak. Holden, who is

seeking reelectiOn Tuesday, has
been a staunch supporter of’ the
Police Department and has refused
to call for Gates' resignation. One
man yelled that Holden was a
“sellout,” another called him an
“Uncle Tom” and others interrupt-
ed him with shouts that he was
“jiving” them. *

.
Times staff writer Henry Weinstein

contributed to this story.
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not guilty in King beating
ney King is seen in a video being charges were vague. They also Department of Personnel and the

j

beaten 56 times with batons, failed to show the men were enti- Governor’s Office. i

kicked and shot with a Taser tied to preliminary hearings. TCie investigation reviews the I

electric stun gun during a night- All four were ordered to be in actions of Highway Patrol Offi-

time traffic stop March 3 in Lake court Thursday. Judge Gary cers Tim and Melanie Singer,

View Terrace. Doctors say King Klausner said a trial could prob- who were among 21 police offi-

may suffer permanent damage ably begin the week of April 28. cers present when the attack

from 11 skull fractures. California Highway Patrol . occurred.

The videotape was made by a Commissioner Maury Hannigan Meanwhile, FBI agents seek-

neighborhood resident, George and three executive assistants ing to question about 250 officers

Holliday, from his balcony. will review results of its own at the station where the indicted

During, the Superior Court probe into the case, said CHP' officers were assigned called off

;

arraignment, lawyers for the spokesman Sam Haynes. The interviews with about two dozen

four charged policemen lost bids findings and recommendations officers when investigators were
j

to have the indictment declared will be given to the District told they would not voluntarily

insufficient on grounds the Attorney’s Office, the state cooperate, a lawyer said.

)

FBI/ DOJ

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

1

4 L.A. officers plead

j

Judge says trial in late April likely
j

i , *
J

i Associated Press Sgt. Stacey Koon, 40, and Offi-
i

LOS ANGELES— Four white cers Laurence Powell, 28, Timo- 1

policemen pleaded innocent thy Wind, 30, and Theodore Bri-

Tuesday to charges stemming seno, 38, are charged with :

from the videotaped beating of a assault with a deadly weapon
|

black motorist after their attor- and unnecessarily beating a sus-
;

neys failed to have a grand jury pect under color of authority,

indictment tossed out. Koon and Powell are also

In soft voices, a sergeant and charged with filing a false police

i three of his officers answered report, and Koon is accused of

;

"not guilty.” They face penalties being an accessory in a cover-up;

of four years to nearly eight In the case that prompted I

|

years in prison if convicted. national outrage, motorist Rod-
;
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.fe>§3LAPD Officers

j 39trt'andbaltomPcb

By UDUfS-SAtfAGUN
‘ '

TlM^SjpAliF AVRltfm'

J'
, nJiJt*

i

‘

(Amidi/heightened -awareness ! oi
;

. police a&use,;-the trial of three Los
Ahge le^ policemen accused of
wreckii^two -duplexes in a 1988 ;

narcotics'raidbegan * Monday with
prosecutor alleging that the

officers conspired to
;

-‘lever those

residences: and make them unirr-

iidhjtabfef ;
'

, . - V v V 1

.
dn; -his-opening statement td ju^

rorshn the- courtroom,of Municipal
Judge-'^Mrtty; Eidler, Deputy tiisL

AjttyJ Kristopher Darden said
m;ore than 80; officers involved fm
tHe raid imthe 390dblock of paltom
Avenuprwere offered protection1

against ‘'consequencesv by Souths
<w;est Division Gapt. Thorrias Elf-

monfc,
~ —

. ^
. sHd(k

a ;s6rriednd ,$ha& the dh-
jp^rtment WQUkf not sOrutirii^e' bf

'

lodk asihrOsely at that officer^in-

vplyed shooting as they norrhally

did/’ Dgrderi said.. “Capt. Elfmont
told them they had: carte; blanche
tddb.what;they;^
hb wanted those residences lev-.

1 elhd^^jfe
.

The^ ‘Officers destroyed just
about everything, -inside those
units/kjdm prosecutor said: “Re-,

frigerators were.chopped tmpieces,

televisions were- biisted * ;

clothes were thrown to the.-floor

aijd bleach was. poured -orito. the.

cipthe^ , .

'

.

'

;//,
lil h® 'opening remarks; - “Elf /

-mont’.s-attorney, Barry -Leyi^de-^
nibd^h^t-his client gave anyoffi-

’

cersa license tp destroy property

when they descended oft the sus-

pected'drugfhouses Aug. 1,1988.
•

“He was only tellinghis: officers,.

'If you-findanydawfulreasomatall;,

put them in jail/^ he said., “The
evidence may show: somebody /
WenftoofaK .

ajgiantconspiracy.y'
: S " *-/-

' Elfmont,, Sgt. CharIpSvSpicer'and
.Officer; Todd^Paj^jmc^r.e: each

con-

spiracytocomijut vandalismankhe;;
drugraid.

'
’

* •

Before the/ beating.-Pf motorist

Rodney Ch King- in £ake ^iew;
Terrace last month,; -the 39th andy
Dalton-inddentwasthemostnotP^
rious- misconduct case facing the

PpliceDepartmentv
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(Edition:
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or
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faring, -their; search, for na^cotics
t4^ggtrtlctjoti; on . ^vVilson^ .\v4aaAiex- •;

(araphernaha, .weapons.
to- testify tis^a ;

mumtiori.

The raid.resulted in the seizure

of one- riflei 18.6 grams of rock:

cpcaineand-fiveounceso^
They [p;rosecUtors]chargedarid/l

bfOught before- yod^e’ wrph|/|

. Stone, who is 3

1testifydggiris^ * '*
* [the^otice.;^

1“Parrick wak‘ swinging Hii
v

. ax^ ;rl/a^en said^the -raid ^aWivnaliil^of'^words^ angey^frusfcri->
.. . . chopping:at eyerything/

#

’Darr1 ^prompted by fcompl^nts front-

’

den, told , jurors Monday. “Somei ^ hying, m<a home sand- ;^^^;^ excessive* damage that
officers.even went outsidebdcause, between the . duplexesl occUrredoutther.e/’

1

they didn-t wantto gethit,” !
about drug dealing in the streets,: ‘Attorney Michael ,;

, * Although ;ipany
;pf • tW ^

;

were “appalled? at what had hap^ 1AeS
n
r
j^

e
1 ey :had in-

.
penedj nhdneAlPdhcpmpiain > -V . v
prosecutor said.'fo said this was:-! +

'family 'dechhed to

bebdqse ^ was/“assUmed;fhafc d€t-i?
ef^l^f

fendarit Earricfe and. the officers
ce

;
^d by Elfmonf de-

j câ ^s and; poked holes through
were only doiiig what ithOy

maIc® an-ifnpres’smh on
; yaifs.

*
'

,
I

been ordered:tp do.?
;

mei?bers who were sell-
| Serving search warrants .on -for-rj

tirprough-ih Jtheirj searches- for
1

,'

The 45rmmute incident.oh Dak kn£. c05aiue twq _blocks from
; tified -rock hOUses im. South Lqs-1

ton cost the city more .than $3/ - 1
station, Dardemsa^d;

; Angelas ate almost always "vio-|

mjllton1

iri* civil -court settlement's ! ,v Hi “ l
ned' t0 llenL Joud, trauhiatic evehtk,“ 'the4

.aridresUlteddmdisci^ iP^.. for ^

against dozens .of police pffieerjs.>. ” ;

who'demoiishcdthe-tworesidenceS
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Mayor says

public good
is at stake

; By Patrick McGreevy
i and John Polich

f Daily News Staff Writers

i Mayor Tom Bradley called on

j
Los Angeles Police Chief Daryl

fF. Gates to resign Tuesday, ac-

cusing him of hurting the LAPD
* and dividing the city in the wake
:of the videotaped police beating

|OfRodney King.

;
Gatesimmediately rejected the

[mayor’s demand, just as he re-

-fused to step down in the face of
-similar calls from civil rights and
community groups in the month

j.since the beating stirred a nation-

al uproar.
.

r In a live televised address from
/City Hall, Bradley said he was re-

buffed when he asked Gates to

[resign for the good ofthe city in a

'.face-to-facfe meeting in the
-mayor’s office Tuesday morning.

'

;
“The ‘public has lost confi-

rdehce in Chief Gates since Rod-
?mey King was beaten,” Bradley
said. “1 have asked him to show

• the uncommon courage to .retire

for the good ofthe LAPD and the
welfare of all of Los Angeles . .

.

“Chief Gates has embarked-
upon a public relations campaign

..that has only deepened our*
wounds and widened our differ-

: ences,” he said. “Hisreactions to
.the tragic Rodney King beating
' have made an ugly situation even.

* worse.”

t
Gates told reporters at Parker

l Center after the mayor’s speech
that his own leadership is needed

’ to restore the department’s tar-

nished image.

\ ‘The 8,300 men and women of
-this department, I think, are de-
pending on me to stay, and to
provide some leadership out of
this situation,” Gates said. “I

*don’t believe that 8,300 officers
will follow the mayor anywhere.”

* Gates, who previously has said
he intends to retire when the con-
troversy over the King beating is

. cleared up, said for the first time
[that he would quit if members of_

* t*!o citizens panels examining the
» beating find he was negligent in his

duties. Officials said Tuesday there
is !a possibility that the panels —
one appointed by Bradley and an-
other by Gates— will merge.

“If the blue-ribbon committee,
after intensive examination, comes
to the conclusion that I have been .

derelict somehow in my duty, then
that would be the time that people’
would say, Chief, maybe you ought
to go,” Gates said. “I’m not stupid.
If that’s what a commission of that
character would determine, then I

’

would say, hey, I must have failed

somewhere, and I suppose that
would be the time to ibtire.”-

The chief had said previously
that he would retire only after re-

forms were in place to ensure such
a beating never is repeated. -

Bradley said he waited until
Tuesday to ask the chief to resign

.
because he hoped Gates would see
that he has become a divisive issue

.and would remove, himself. In-



Mayor Tom Bradley called on Police Chief Daryl F. Gates to resign Tuesday,

culminating two weeks of statements suggesting that Gates should step

down without calling for his resignation outright. Here are some previous

statements:
j

TUESDAY, MARCH 19: "I don’t want to see this become a Bradley-Gates battled

This is a matter-tor the chief to decide. He has his own constituency. But a

retirement by Chief Gates would help in the healing process.”

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 20: "I did not and I have not yet called for the chieTTo

resign. I am saying that the only way we can start this healing process is for

him to remove himself.**

THURSDAY, MARCH 21: "I think that for us to have a healing process it is going

* to be necessary that the chief recognize his role in the matter. But only he

has the authority and the ability to say, 'I retire.’ ”

FRIDAY, MARCH 22: “I suspect that if he remains, there will continue to be the

ferocity of demands we’ve seen for his retirement. I think it's going to be very

unlikely that anything constructive can take place with regard to healing the

city until the storm has settled with regard to Chief Gates.”

. MONDAY, MARCH 25: Asked if he was disappointed that Gates had refusedto

step down, the mayor replied: “He thinks by remaining, he can restore the

prestige and reputation of the department. There are many who disagree and

I’m one of those.”
*

•

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 27: Responding to Gates’ 10*point plan to restore confi*

dence in the LAPD; “My only concern is that it seems to me that these are

things that were called for a long time ago, and why they have not been

done, I don’t know.” . .

TUESDAY, April 2: “The chief has only one choice. He must step aside. He must

allow the winds of change to blow across the LAPD, to refresh its officers,

and to restore the department’s vigor and reputation. Chief Gates,.now is the

time for you to do the right thing — for your officers, for your department, for

the public you serve."

i

stead, Gates has fought back poli-

tically and deepened the rift in the

community.
“Chief Gates has portrayed the

public’s outrage over the beating as

a personal attack on himself and
the department,” Bradley said.

“That is not the case. And to sug-

gest otherwise does a disservice to

the LAPD and to the people of Los
Angeles.”

Bradley expressed disappoint-

ment that Gates has not acted, de-

spite evidence that the public has

lost confidence in the chief.

“I simply will not stand by as

our city splits apart,” he said. “We
must come together. We must heal.

“As mayor, I have reluctantly

concluded that I can no longer wait

for Daryl Gates to do what is best

?for the LAPD,” Bradley said. “I

can no longer count on him to act

in the best interests of all of Los
Angeles.”

At a short news conference after

* -Kis televised address, Bradley said

'.his decision to call for Gates to quit
' also was influenced by disclosures

* that officers involved in the beating

made racist comments on a police

communications system on the

night of the beating.

Those remarks, Bradley said,

were evidence that the King inci-

dent was not an “aberration” as

“The communications between

the officers in those separate cars

pretty clearly put aside any
thoughts that it might have been an

aberration,” Bradley said. “There

were racist comments. There was a

jocular mood ahd attitude among
those officers. There were incidents

that took place prior to the Rodney
King beating so it ‘became very

clear it was not just an aberration.

It was not just a single incident and
I fear that the problem lies much
deeper. That’s the reason so many
actions have been taken recently

the chief to resign.”

Four officers have been indict-

ed on criminal charges in the beat-

ing of King, 25, following a Lake
View Terrace traffic stop March 3.

The Los Angeles County grand jury

is reviewing possible charges
against up to 17 other officers who
witnessed the beating but took no
action.

Gates has steadfastly maintained

that he will not quit because he has

done nothing wrong.

At one point during his press

conference, Gates read a quote

from a report by City Attorney

James Hahn in 1989 that sharply

criticized Bradley’s financial deal-

ings, but found no evidence of

wrongdoing.

“No one has ever questioned my
ethics,” Gates said. “No one has

ever questioned my integrity, my
honesty. No one.”

Bradley said the chief also re-

buffed his call to quit during their

meeting Tuesday morning.

“He said, ‘Mayor I think you’re

wrong and I will not resign.’
”

Bradley said.

The mayor noted that the City

Charter gives the authority to fire

the chief to the Police Commission.

But Bradley said he can take a

strong stand in hopes of convincing

Gates to quit.

“Under the Charter system I do
not have the legal authority to re-

move him. I can use moral sua-

sion. That is what I did today,”

Bradley said.

Bradley’s call for Gates to resign

was criticized by some City Council

members who said it will widen the

division of community.
“I don’t believe calling for the

chiefs resignation heals the city,”

said Councilwoman Joy Picus. “I

think it only polarizes the city.”

Councilman Zev Yaroslavsky,



i

putes with Gates, said he was not
surprised by Tuesday’s standoff.

“You have an irresistible force

meeting the immovable object,”

Yaroslavsky said. “But what it real-

ly means is that we have a crisis in

city government.

“The mayor says to the chief of
police to quit and the chief says

he won’t. I don’t think this speaks

well of the city.”

Yaroslavsky questioned whether
the city could take action to fire

Gates.

“That would be a hard case to

make,” Yaroslavsky said. “Here
you have a department head who,
for six successive years, has re-

ceived superior ratings from the
mayor,” Yaroslavsky said.

Councilman Michael Woo, who
was the first elected city official to

call on Gates to resign, said he be-

lieved Bradley had “taken a bold
step in the best interests of the po-

lice department and the city.

George Aliano, president of the

Los Angeles Police Protective
League union representing officers,

said the mayor is wrong.’

“The mayor and the chief ha-
ven’t gotten along for years,”
Aliano said, “The mayor made a
mistake. My members do not be-

lieve they are hurting. If the mayor
wants to let the healing period be-

gin then he should allow all these

investigations to complete their

work and let Chief Gates take care

of the problems.”

Bradley and other city officials

said the' citizens panel set up by
Gates to investigate the King beat-

ing may merge with the mayoral
commission investigating the inci-

dent. The mayor said the decision

was up to the commission, which
he said is fully independent
'On Monday, Bradley appointed

a seven-member commission head-
ed by former Deputy Attorney

General Warren Christopher to**

look at use-of-force policies and the

management of the Police Depart^
ment. Last week, Gates appointed -a

five-member panel headed by for-

mer state -Supreme Court Justice"
John Arguelles to review the use Of
force by his department. **•

Arguelles said that lie and Chris-

:

topher are continuing negotiations^

on a merger of the two panels.

“We’re close to settling on some
kind of relationship,” Arguelles"
said. “Frankly we’re hoping t&'

merge ifwe can. I think that would;,
make the most sense. But we may"
come up short.”

Both Gates and Bradley said they*
would have no opposition to a rela^

tionship between the two panels.'

City Council members said they"

do not see the need for two citizens^

panels, which come in addition to*

investigations by the Police Comi-\

mission, the City Council, the Dis-

trict Attorney’s Office and the U.S:U

Justice Department. *

Earlier, the American Civil Li->

berries Union displayed 10,000*:

new signatures on petitions callings

for Gates’ resignation, adding to

10,000 already submitted to tha
Police Commission, for a total of*

20,000.

ACLU officials said the police -

chief should not have civil service,

protection and should be account?

able to an independent civilian re-

view board.
^

“The Police Commission as it i&i

now is not independent,” said Paul

Hoffman, legal director of the

ACLU. “They are dependent on
the same attorneys who advise the,

police. An attorney can’t work botK

sides of the street.”
.

Daily News Staff Writer Rick Or-

lov contributed to this story.
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Transfers of

Foothill Staff

Underway
Police: None were -

involved in the Rodney

King beating. The move is

designed to help restore

public confidence in the

division, officials say.

By LESLIE BERGER
TIMES STAFF WRITER

More than a dozen Los Angeles

police officers, none of them in-

volved in the Rodney King beat-

ing, .will be transferred from the

division where the incident oc-

curred, Assistant Chief Robert

Vernon said Tuesday. He said the

move is part of an effort to restore

public confidence.

Vernon said the officers—in-

cluding two lieutenants, at least

two sergeants, and about 10 patrol

officers—were being transferred

from the Foothill Division not as

.
punishment but to make room for

incoming officers with special

skills in community relations.

Most of the transfers, a few of

. which have already occurred, will

be effective a week from Sunday,

he said.

Vernon said Assistant Chief

Mark A. Kroeker, the San Fer-

nando Valley's top police official,

has been conducting a depart-

ment-wide search for officers

noted for their compassion and

communications skills. They will

be traded for members of Kroek-

er's staff.

The reassignments stem from an
order "to re-earn the trust of all

the people in the Valley, but, in

particular, in the Foothill area,"

Vernon said.

"I want to emphasize that the

people we are now moving out

have no connection with the Rod-
ney King case. Those folks have
already been moved," said Vernon,

who declined to disclose the Foot-

hill officers' names. "The folks

being moved out are not being

moved for any disciplinary rea-

sons."

Despite Vernon's characteriza-

tion of the transfers, two other

police sources said the reassign-

ments were viewed within the

embattled Foothill Division—the

Northeast Valley patrol area

where King was arrested March

3—as a form of housecleaning that

often follows scandals and unfairly

involves officers with no direct

connection to the problem. *'

The officers being transferred

tend to have seniority and have
spent a good portion of their 'ca-

reers in that division, the sources
* said. One said department .brass

wants “to bring in some new blood,

that maybe there's a stagnation of

supervision.”

Another source, who also spoke
on the condition of anonymity, said

Foothill officers are bracing for

more changes and believe that

these transfers arejust the start.

However, Vernon said no further^

transfers are planned because of

the King case, but added that

Foothill may undergo some other

personnel changes as part of a
department-wide effort to have
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officers' race and ethnicity reflect
that of the community.

Foothill's officers now are 21%
Latino, a close match to the com-

* munity's population, which is be-
tween 25% and 30% Latino, Ver-
sion said.

But only 4% of the division's
officers are black, while 20% of the
area's residents are black, Vernon
said, "so we have some distance to

‘ go there."

Another 21 LAPD officers, in-
cluding four’who have been indict-
ed in King's beating and others
who were at the scene, have been
removed from field duty pending
the outcome of investigations.
Some have been temporarily
transferred to other divisions be-
cause one police station cannot
accommodate so many officers on
desk duty.

FBt/DOJ
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Growing Pressure Seen \

Behind Mayor’s Action
Politics: But sources close to Bradley say the move is

part ofa carefully planned strategy to oust Gates.

By DAVID FERRELL
and RICH CONNELL
TIMES STAFF WRITERS

Mayor Tom Bradley's call for the

resignation of Los Angeles Police

Chief Daryl F. Gates surprised

many at City Hall with its timing-

just one day after Bradley had
formed a special commission to

investigate the Police Department.

But Bradley’s speech on Tuesday

,

was also seen by some as an

inevitable step in a controversy

that has continued to escalate,

- dividing the city and tarnishing its

image nationwide. Bradley had to

-act soon to try to force Gates'

ouster or face political damage
himself, * according to City Hall

insiders and communityleaders.

With Gates refusing to step

down, Bradley found himself under

increasing pressure from African^

Americans and community organi-

zations outraged over the March 3

police beating of black motorist

Rodney G. King.
'

Bradley found his leadership

‘ NEWS ANALYSIS T:

questioned at a time when he was
making endorsements in next

Tuesday's City Council elections,

^and he faced the risk of being

upstaged by potential challengers

in a 1993 mayoral race.
4 *

Against such a backdrop, Bra<L

ley took the momentous step of

calling for the removal of a power-

ful police chief with 13 years in

office. Insiders familiar with Brad-

ley's thinking described the move
'

as merely the latest and biggest

step in a “carefully planned” strat-

egy to to force out Gates.

In making the 0move, - BradLe|^
laid the political groundwork
action by the Police Commission,-’*

* which is now in a stronger position *

to seek Gates' removal, according

'to two sources close to Bradley.

Reached for comment, Commis-
sioner Melanie Lomax would only

say that the commission is consid-

ering a number of options. “I think

the Police Commission has an addi-
,

tional burden based on the mayor's .

statement and the current climate

[to decide] how it views the per-

formance and continued leadership

of Daryl Gates,” Lomax said.

"It is squarely before us,” she

said.". . .It places an extra burden
on us to address this issue with all

deliberate speed.”

Several sources said that one
- option being explored is ordering

Gates to temporarily surrender his

duties while several investigations

of the department are .conducted

by federal and local agencies.

Should Gates refuse, the sources

said, the commission rpight-be-able

to bring a charge of insubordina-

tion, possibly setting the stage for

disciplinary action.
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Two sources said that the Police
Commission will meet in a

•special session Thursday to discuss
the issue.

Others at City Hall predicted that -
the mayor’s effort would backfW

'

because he is misjudging the chief’s
public support and his dogged de-
termination to keep his job.

“The mayor, in continuing to
keep this issue burning, is really
creating a lot of divisive feelings
around the city,” said Councilman
Hal Bernson, a Gates supporter
who is campaigning for reelection
next week in the San Fernando
Valley. “If it comes down to head
to head between the mayor and the
chief . . . I think the mayor is
going tolose.”

Although • Bradley’s campaign

_

against Gates has failed so far, a
'.number of important pieces have
been put in place, according to
sources . close to Bradley. First,

POLICE TRANSFERS'
More than a dozen Foothill

•

,

officers will be transferred. B1

.
• Bradley nominated a civil libertar-
ian, Stanley K. Sheinbaum, to the
Police Commission, giving the pan-
el another strong political ally of
Bradley. The mayor’s office then

. ordered his appointees on the Po-
lice Commission to work with
Gates to release transcripts of the
controversial statements made by
officers before and after the King

; beating—transcripts that included
facial slurs.



Next, Bradley's office forced out

a member of the Civil Service

Commission—which ultimately*

could decide Gates' fate with the

city—and brought in labor lawyer
Larry Drasin, a longtime supporter

of the mayor.
After that, Bradley's office made

overtures to council members,
hoping to persuade them to come
out publicly against Gates.

Finally, the mayor's office es-

tablished the so-called Christopher

Commission to run an independent
investigation into police pse, of

force, perhaps setting the stage for

the Police Commission to ask^e
chief to step aside pending the
probe's outcome.
Councilman Michael Woo—the

only council member to call for

Gates' resignation—said he has
conferred with Bradley's office on
the Gates issue in the past. But he
insisted Tuesday that he was not
consulted about Bradley’s call for

Gates to resign.

Even so, Woo seemed to agree
that the stage was now set for

Police Commission action.

“I think the Police Commission is

moving in the direction ... of

considering the removal of the

chief," Woo said. “I think the

mayor wants to make his position

clear in advance of the Police'

Commission action. It’s appropriate

[for the commission] to look to him
for leadership."

Woo, who'is a potential mayoral
candidate, made Easter visits to

churches in the black community,
where outrage over the King beat-

ing and demands for Gates’ resig-

nation have been particularly
strong. But he dismissed any link

between those visits and the timing
of the announcement by the may-
or, who has not ruled out the
possibility of seeking a sixth term.

City Hall sources said they be-
lieved there was virtually no polit-

ical risk for Bradley in calling for

Gates to step down at this time.

A Times poll in late March found f
that almost one of three Los An-
geles residents wanted Gates to

rf resign immediately, and another

one of three wanted Gates to resign

if inquiries find wrongdoing by his

officersin the King case.

About half the respondents said

that Bradley was doing what he
should in handling the controver- ij

sy, while 34% thought he was'
*

- being too lenient .and only 5%
thought he was too tough. Among* w

blacks, 46% thought Bradley was *

being too lenient with Gates, while

.
only 5% thought the mayor was
being too tough.

Political observers say Bradley's

move Tuesday would deflect criti-

cism that he has been too indeci-

sive during the crisis.

"I commend him apid give him
’ high marks for taking this decisive
‘ step," said Los Angeles Urban
' League President John Mack.

“

. . . There has been growing impa-
tience among the mayor's support-

; ers, particularly in [the black]

community."
*

*

0

Bradley's call for Gates' resigna-

tion could help candidates support-

ed by Bradley in next week’s City

Council elections, especially in the

heavily black inner-city districts.

In the 9th District, for example,

Bradley has endorsed Rita Walters

for the seat held by the late Gilbert

W. Lindsay, and some of her oppo-

nents have <criticized the mayor's

reluctance to demand Gates' ouster.

City Councilman Richard Ala r * -

‘ torre, a-Bradley ally who is seeking

reelection in East Los Angeles,

came close to following Bradley's *

lead Tuesday night. “I have serious

- concerns as to whether the chief

. can continue to lead under the

present circumstances," said Ala-

torre, who heads the council panel -

that oversees Gates' department.
* Longtime political consultant
Joe Cerrell, of Cerrell Associates,

described Bradley’s action by say-

ing, “It shows he's trying to

lead. . . . The problem is, it would
seem a little inconsistent since he
just appointed a commission to look y

’

into the matter. . . . Why doesn't j
« he wait to see what the commissicpr
* has to say?

*

“I know he's under pressure to

do this, I'd say primarily from the

black community and the liberals.”

I
nitial reaction to Bradley's an-
nouncement in the black com-

munity was positive. The Rev. Cecil
L. Murray of First African Method-

; ^ Episcopal Church said,. "I think
that it was inevitable, necessary
and good. I thinkthe mayor. . .has
come to the conclusion that there is
‘no other" solution.

“I'm sure now that h<$ ^'de-
manded the police chief’s* resigna-

f
*ion ke wiU follow through on his
demand," Murray said, “because a
sizable portion of his constituency
feels that their well-beingds at
stake.”

;

Rev * Erank Higgins of

?
Baptist Church criticized

,

Eradley for taking so long to call’
for Gates' removal and described
anti-Gates sentiment in the black

. community as “snowballing."
“In some regards we appreciate

Bradley's decision" to call for *

Gates’ resignation, said Higgins,
president of the 400-member Bap-
tist Ministers Conference of Los
Angeles and Southern California.
But he could have done something

sooner. We need a radical change,
of leadership to address this situa-

,

k?n- Bradley said he couldn't fire
1 [Gates], Well, he should have fired

him .anyway."
Council President John Ferraro

said he will continue ,tp support
Gates despite BradleyVspeech and
expects other elected officials to do
-thesame* "

Gates supporter Eric Rose, a
consultant for the chief's explora-

tory ?amPa^n for governor in
1988, accused Bradley of continu-
ing a “political war [that] <will be
more unpopular than Vietnam”
With Tuesday's speech, Rose said,
Bradley has “tossed a hand gre-
nade into a city that was iust
beginningtoheal."

Times staff writers Glenn F. Bun-
ting, Paul Feldman and John L. Mitch-
ell contributed to this story. **
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"Mayor’s Tactics'

Are Unfair,

Gates Charges
!

By GLENN F. BUNTING
and RICH CONNELL
TIMES STAR* WRITERS

Police Chief Daryl F. Gates went

on the offensive Wednesday night

with a scathing attack on Mayor

Tom Bradley’s call for his resigna-

tion.

"I know, clearly, there is. an

orchestrated campaign,” Gates

said. “It is evident to everyone. I

think the City Council is voicing

outrage over it, and well they

should. It’s not helping the city.”

Gates called the mayor’s tactics

, “unfair” in an interview Wednes-

day night after he appeared on

ABC’s Nightline program. It was

.his strongest response to the may-

or’s demand Tuesday for his resig-

nation.

“The unfairness is that when the

mayor talks about the healing

process, how can you heal when
you keep jabbing at the wound?

You can’t heal,” Gates said.

' What Bradley should have done,

the chief said, was sit down with

m COMMISSION’S ROLE
Police Commission will meet

today on Chief Gates’ fate. A21

him and “figure out if we have a

problem here.”

“That would have brought the

city together,” Gates said. “That is

true leadership. Unfortunately, the

mayor is not providing true leader-

ship.”

Gates said he supports an inde-

pendent review of police conduct

in the wake of the March 3 beating

of motorist Rodney G. King. And,

the chief said, if the inquiry finds

that he has not exercised appropri-

ate control over the department “I

would say, ‘Mayor. . .I'm gone.’”

Gates .said he believes some

people are advising the mayor

“improperly.”

“If the mayor’s really interested

in healing the city he ought to go

about doing that,” Gates said.

The chief questioned why Brad-

ley would appoint an independent

commission one day and then “pre-
empt” the panel the next day by
asking for his resignation.

He suggested that Bradley re-
acted to Councilman Mike Woo’s
appearances in the black commu-
nity last weekend during which he
called for Gates to step down.

“I think that is nonsense,” Gates
said. “Let's . . . hold down the
rhetoric, and I think we’ll all be
better off.”

Bradley's call for Gates to resign
has turned the King affair into a
fierce clash between two of the
city’s most powerful figures and it

threatens to further divide Los'
Angeles, community leaders said

Wednesday. Gates’ remarks about*
the mayor Wednesday night only
underscored that contention.

Moving rapidly ahead on an
elaborate campaign that began a'

month ago, the mayor and his staff

have cranked up the pressure on
the police chief by fueling public,

criticism of him while working
1

behind the scenes to seek his

ouster, said City Hall sources who
requested anonymity.
The climax of these efforts may

come as early as today, when
Bradley’s appointees on the Police
Commission meet in, a closed ses-

sion.

But Gates, as he indicated with
his latest counterpunch late

Wednesday, has vowed to fight-

until the end.

immediately after the mayor!
called for his resignation Tuesday,

|

Gates alluded to the ethics contro-
j

versies that have dogged Bradley -

for the last two years. Gates’
department is investigating cam-
paign fund raising by the mayor’s

"

aides and appointees, as well as
allegations of corruption that in-

volve Bradley himself.

Gates has hired an attorney to

defend him against any possible

.disciplinary actions by the Police

Commission.
And Eric Rose, who advised

Gates during his exploratory cam-
paign for governor in 1988, said he
was “asked by the chief’s office” to

handle media relations work for
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the newly formed Citizens in Sup-
port of the Chief of Police.

A police spokesman, however,
denied that such sanction was
granted to Rose, although he ac-

i knowledged that the chief’s office
had discussed the possibility with
Rose.

' Bradley accused Gates on Tues-
day of embarking “on a public
relations campaign that has only

; deepened our wounds and widened
our differences.”

* But Bradley’s decision to call for
.--Gates to step down after four
weeks of refusing to -do so is

;

similarly disruptive, several prom-
inent city leaders said.

“I think the strategy failed,” said
Councilwoman Joy Picus, who fa-
vors the chief remaining in office.

“The mayor has focused attacks on
Daryl Gates . . .. and further polar-
ized the city.”

One longtime Bradley backer
and city commissioner said: “I have
not met anybody in the business
Establishment who supports the
mayor on this. ... I think Tom
made a terrible mistake.”
The city is already torn over the

King beating, said Woo, the only
other city official so far to call for
Gates to resign.

“I think the mayor deserves
credit for taking a courageous
stand on a very controversial issue
in this city,” Woo said. “He has
been criticized throughout his ca-
reer for not being outspoken
enough. Now people criticize him
for taking a bold stand.” fbi/doj



r In any case, the escalation of a
ii deeply personal and political battle

v between the city's mayor and po-
lice chief is troubling to many city
leaders.

“I have a lot of respect and
admiration for both Chief Gates
and Mayor Bradley,” said Richard
Riordan, a prominent Los Angeles

{ attorney and supporter of both
men. "1 think that it is very
divisive for the city to personalize
any fight between the two of them.
We should be focusing in on the
problem of racism and how we

, -solve it rather than making it into a
'personal fight.”

.

Said Councilman Zev Yaroslav-
sky: "I would like to see a cease-
fire -between the chief and the
mayor for a while. As long as there
is a contest of wills between them,
the city is going to be increasingly
divided.”

The mayor is “very comforta- 1

ble” with his decision, said Mark
Fabiani, Bradley's chief of staff.

“He felt it 'is the only decision
that is in the best interest of the
city. And the complaints of some
members of the City Council who
have never had a negative word to
say about the chief in their lives
really doesn't make any difference
to the mayor,” Fabiani said.

Although the mayor and police
chief have engaged in a feud that
has spanned several years, the
animosity boiled over last year
when Gates said Bradley had writ-
ten a “dumb letter” calling for an
investigation related to alleged po-
lice vandalism at 39th Street and
Dalton Avenue.
The furor surrounding the King

beating provided Bradley with an
opportunity to push for Gates'

‘

removal, something the mayor's
office had been contemplating for
some time, sources said. A behind-
the-scenes campaign was launched
immediately to pressure the chief
into resigning.

Bradley sought to further pres-
sure Gates on Monday by appoint-
ing a seven-member citizens' com-
mission to launch a wide-ranging :

investigation of the Police Depart-
ment, including problems of police
brutality. The mayor - announced
that Jesse Brewer, recently retired
assistant police chief under Gates,
would serve as one of three senior
’advisers to the panel.

But two sources told The Times
on Wednesday that Brewer ’did not
agree to serve the mayor's com-
mission in an official capacity. “He
feels he got tricked,” said one
source, who said he talked to
Brewer about the subject and
asked not to be named.

A nother senior adviser an-
nounced by Bradley, criminol-

ogist James Q. Wilson, said Mon-

day that he, too, had agreed to
answer questions informally for
the panel but was not asked to

become an official part of the
commission. He has refused to do
so.

.

While Bradley* has consistently
denied any effort to sack Gates, his

press conference Tuesday marked
the first time that the mayor pub-
licly called for the chief to step
down.

Shortly after the announcement,
Gates shot back at Bradley by
bringing up City Atty. James K.
Hahn's findings after a 1989 inves-
tigation that the mayor had “clear:

ly failed” to avoid the appearance
of conflicts of interest. The investi-

gation involved Bradley's ties to

financial institutions that dealt
with the city and his efforts to
secure city funds for a scandal-
plagued group formed to promote
trade with Africa.

Gates' department participated
in that inquiry, which resulted in

$20,000 in civil penalties against
the mayor but no criminal charges..

For the last several months, the
Police Department has been con-
ducting a second investigation of

political fund raising for the may-
or's campaigns and allegations of
corruption that involveahe mayor.
One focus of the investigation is

Bradley's relationship with cam-
paign fund-raiser HaroldR. Wash-
ington, a developer-consultant
who obtained a city-subsidized
housing project. Informants have
told police that Washington sought
money for contributions or pay-
ments to Bradley and other city

officials to help secure the project.

The police also are investigating
possible conflicts of interest and
misuse of city resources in the
fund-raising activities of Bradley
aides and commissioners.

Bradley, Washington and the
mayor's aides have denied doing
anything improper.

Sources close to the investiga-
tion have insisted the Gates-Brad-

: ley clash has not affected the
course of the current investigation,
although one source acknowledged

1 that the escalating political fight is"
.
making it “more ticklish." ' I
“No matter what you do, you’rl

open to charges” of either moving'
too aggressively against the mayor

?xr
h
u° ?ng back

> the source said®
Nobody has pushed this one way

or the other ... we don’t want to?

;

get into that.”

Doug Batson, who heads/
the Bunco-Forgery Division that isK
conducting the investigations, said-
Wednesday that he has given
2"tes

.

ai
?
d

.'
°ther toP department

officials briefings on the inquiries!0
But he said neither the chief nor”
any other superiors have shown 5

*

unusual interest or attempted to”
influence the investigation.

It was already so sensitive” that”

f.

be
,

Bradley-Gates clash makeP
little difference, Watson said.
Bradley has no concern abouf*

5

the outcome of the police invests
gations as long as they are "han- !

'

died objective^ and professional*
1 '

ly, Fabiani said. “If they become-
the subject of political influence b*\H
the .chief, the public will see"
through that in a split second.”

«« ,v>b
Times staff writer Louis Sahagurn

contributed to this story.
1H
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TiBCOLICE PANEL TO CONFRONT
ISSUE OF GATES' FATE

Beating: Commission schedules closed-door meeting

tpday to wrestle with what to do about embattled chief.

By RICHARD A. SERRANO
and JAMES RAINEY
TIMES STAFF WRITERS

r
'With the political repercussions

of the Rodney G. King affair

reaching a peak, the Los Angeles

Pplice Commission has scheduled a

special closed-door meeting today

to wrestle with what to do about

embattled Police Chief Daryl F.

Gates.

Although members have de-

chned to discuss in detail their

agenda, Commission Vice Presi-

dent Melanie Lomax said Wednes-
day that the panel must move
ahead "in the very near future” in

deciding what disciplinary action,

,
itany, to take against Gates.

Mayor Tom Bradley called Tues-

day for Gates to resign, but the

chiefs refusal to step down has

shifted the debate to the civilian

Police Commission, where sources

.said panel members could chose

ftom a range of options, including

placing Gates on a temporary leave

oj[ absence or firing him.

. “I’m simply not going to accept it

[discipline],” Gates said on ABC’s
Nightline program late Wednesday
night. "I don’t think they have a

basis for it.”

Gates said he would not disobey

any order by the commission, but

added that he would vigorously

appeal any disciplinary finding.

Lomax and her colleagues might
.

choose to wait for the return of .

Stanley Sheinbaum, a Westside *

civil libertarian who was con-

firmed Wednesday by the City

Council, on a 10-2 vote, as a new
member of the commission. Shein-

baum left on a European trip

Tuesday afternoon and Cmdr.
Frank Piersol, the commission liai- .

son, said today's meeting may be
'

postponed.

The council's confirmation hear-

ing was marked by sometimes
sharp criticism of Sheinbaum for

his affiliation over the years with
the American Civil Liberties Un-

Jon, which has been outspoken in

Its call for Gates' removal. Some
council members also blasted
Bradley for publicly urging Gates
to step down.
As debate raged in the council

over Sheinbaum’s appointment,
and whether the Police Commis-
sion should remove Gates, the chief

.was marshaling his forces to fight

for his job.

Jay Grodin, a private attorney
personally hired by Gates to defend
him against any disciplinary moves
by the commission, warned
Wednesday that the panel must
have proof that Gates has been
derelict in his duties before at-

tempting to oust him from the post

he has held for 13 years.

"Melanie Lomax and the other
police commissioners ought to re-

view the City Charter, the govern-
ment code and a lot of case law
first,” Grodin said.

“There's nothing they can do
right now. Even a temporary leave
has to be for some cause, and the
cause cannot be nebulous. There
have to be charges that are
brought and the fact that someone
says there is a crisis in the LAPD is

not enough.”
Lomax, however, said she be-

.

lieved the commission could reach
a decision on whether it wants to

discipline Gates without waiting
for the outcome of a.. series of
independent investigations now
under way into the LAPD. She also
noted that the commission, which
still has one vacancy left, should
not wait for Bradley to appoint a
fifth member before taking action.

"I do believe the commission has
the responsibility to address this

question seriously in the very near
future,” she said. "I think that it is

bad for the department, the city
and the chief for this crisis to
continue ad nauseam without any
clear resolution.”

Attempts to reach two other

Character: CIVIL RIGHTS
or

ClassfficationiQ o qp
Submitting Office"

IDS ANGELES

Indexing:

SEARCHED.

SER1AU2ED,

APR 1 2 1991

FBI ~ LOS ANGELES ,

commission members, President
Daniel Garcia and Samuel Wil-
liams, were unsuccessful Wednes-
day.

But on Tuesday, after hearing
Bradley's call for Gates to resign,
Garcia said he could not comment
on the matter "because we are in
the peculiar position of maybe
having to someday” discipline or
remove the chief.

“I still think that the decision to
retire is obviously a personal one
for the chief,” he added.

. Last week, Garcia told The
Times that the commission should
do nothing about Gates until after
its investigative staff has thor-
oughly reyiewed the March 3 po-
lice beating of King. The beating
was captured on videotape, and has
led to a national furor over police •

brutality.

Sources said that Williams, a
longtime Bradley ally who has
served the longest on the commis-
sion, has in the last two weeks
become convinced that Gates must
go. .

“He's had a tough time with it,”

said one source, who asked not to
be identified, “but he just can't
watch that videotape anymore
without having the same reaction
that the problem is systemic.”-

Another source said that Brad-
ley's speech Tuesday calling on
Gates, to resign makes it easier for

Williams to vote against the chief.

“He'll go along with it, now that
Mayor Bradley is out of the closet.”

At Wednesday’s confirmation
hearing, Sheinbaum faced more
than an hour of sometimes pointed



questions, particularly from Gates'*

supporters, who said they were
concerned about rumors sweeping
the council chamber that Gates
might be placed on administrative

leave.

Sheinbaum said he knew nothing
of such rumors, and added that he
has an open mind about the chief's

performance. “‘There is a civil lib-

ertarian process called due pro-

cess/’ Sheinbaum said. "We are
concerned with due process *for

.

anybody and everybody/'
Several council members said

they would not support a move to

place the chief on leave while

investigations are continuing into

the King beating and the Police

Department.
"If the Police Commission would

do something like that, it would be
a wimp-out,” said Councilwoman
Joy Picus, who backs Gates.

Sheinbaum said he would not be
in a position to make a "rush to

judgment.” He flew to London later

in the day for a 10-day conference

on the economy of Eastern Europe.

Most of the council members said

they trust Sheinbaum to view
Gates impartially.

"He has always been known to

be an objective and fair servant of

this community,” said Councilman
Richard Alatorre.

“You will find [Sheinbaum’s] re-

cord is one of fairness and bal-

ance,” said Councilman Zev Yaro-
'slavsky. "Because of his abiding

commitment to equal protection,

he would probably be one of the

chief’s bestjudges.”

Sheinbaum, 70, a former Univer-
sity of California regent, is regard-

t

ed as an elder statesman of liberal

politics in Los Angeles. An econo-
mist, he has been active in a
number of liberal causes over the
years. He helped found People for

• •
the American Way, a group that

promotes freedom of speech. He
has been a major fund-raiser for

several Democratic Party candi-

dates.

I
n 1988, Sheinbaum created con-

troversy in some Jewish circles

when he encouraged the United

States to negotiate with Palestine

Liberation Organization leader

Yasser Arafat. Sheinbaum, who is

Jewish, said he was merely trying

to resolve longstanding differences

between Israel and the PLO.
Councilman Hal Bernson, who

joined Councilwoman Joan Milke

Flores in voting against Shein-

baum’s appointment, said he will

attempt to disqualify the new com-
missioner, from voting on Gates’

performance.

"If .we are going to have a
railroad job . . .,to lynch the chief,

then I cannot support it,” Bernson
told Sheinbaum.
Bernson cited Sheinbaum’s past

affiliation with the ACLU as the

reason he cannot be an impartial

judge of Gates’ performance.

Under the City Charter, the city

attorney’s office determines
whether members, of boards and
commissions should be barred from
votes because of a conflict of

interest Such Tulings must be
made within 10 days of a request

by a council member.
Assistant City Atty. John Hag-

gerty, legal adviser to the City

Council, said such a request has not

yet been made official and that it is

too early to say how the city

attorney’s office might rule.

Flores said she voted against

Sheinbaum because she is con-

cerned that the Police Commission
would be slanted against Gates.

Sheinbaum resigned as chairman
emeritus of the ACLU Foundation
of Southern California two days
before his appointment was an-
nounced by Bradley.

"This nonsense that ACLU peo-

ple are anti-police is just that,

nonsense,” he told the City Coun-
cil. "I want this post. I sent word to

the mayor that I was interested

even before I knew of the Rodney
King beating.

"Just as many of you have asked
me to keep an open mind about
Daryl Gates, lam asking you to.do
the same about me/’ \
In another development

Wednesday, Mark Ridley-Thomas,
executive director of the Los An-
geles chapter of the Southern
Christian Leadership Conference,

and a candidate for the 8th District

City Council seat, contended that

at least five officers involved in the

“39th and Dalton” police abuse-

case have been promoted rather

than disciplined.

The case involves destruction at

a series of apartments during a

1988 police raid at 39th Street and
Dalton Avenue.
Ridley-Thomas said he has be-

gun apprising Police Commission
members of his information as a

possible reason for disciplining

Gates.

“Beyond a reasonable shadow of

. a doubt, this provides the kind of

evidence that Daryl Gates has not

effectively managed the depart-

ment,” said Ridley-Thomas.
However, Stephen Yagman, a

private attorney who is suing the

^.Police Department over the 39th
,

and Dalton case, said that at least

15 officers have told him in deposi-

tions that they were disciplined,

and that another 10 officers have
said they have discipline cases

pending.

;

George Aliano, president of the
Police Protective League, said he
did not know the status of any
disciplinary action against the offi-

cers, but he said not all may have

.

been directly involved.

"Politicians, when they’re run-
jj

•ning for office, are going to get"

involved in what they think is

. going to get them votes,” Aliano

said of the claims by Ridley- j

Thomas. "What’s dangerous are '

. -things that are incomplete and *

What they don’t have full informa-

tion on,”

Times staff writers Leslie Berger,

Paul Feldman and Sheryl Stolberg
contributed to this story.
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Brutality:

Hard Issue

for Police
Has the videotape of the

King beating exposed a

dirty little secret? Or is the

problem of excessive force

being blown out of

proportion? Experts differ

sharply on the matter.

By ERIC HARRISON
TIMES STAFF WRITER

John Davis, a white 46-year-old
farmer in rural Mason County,
Wash., has little in common with
Los Angeles' Rodney G. King. But,

in recent weeks, whenever he has
watched the videotape of the beat-
ing King received at the hands of

Los Angeles police officers, Davis
has been carried back to a summer
afternoon in 1985.

‘.On that day Davis was beaten by
sheriff deputies, in the words of

one witness, until he “looked like

he had been dipped in a bucket of

blood.”

Davis and his 15-year-old neph-
ew were driving a load of hay in a

horse-drawn wagon down a public

road when a sheriff's deputy or-

dered him to move over to let cars

pass. The patrol car’s loudspeaker

.
frightened the horses, though, and
Davis couldn’t control them.
That was when the deputy drew

his gun. When the farmer stepped
'down, he was beaten, kicked and

;
shocked with an electric stun gun
by the deputy and two others who
"arrived on the scene. They
; swarmed over him, Davis recalled.

'“It just escalated into more and
:
greater excitement. Their adrenal-

ine jus,t kept building until the
- climax,” he said.

The videotape of the King beat-

ing began airing several days be-
fore a federal appellate court

awarded Davis a $375,000 settle-
‘

ment stemming from his beating.

.
When he saw the ‘tape, “boy how-'
dy, I had the feelings come right
back to me,” Davis said. “There
was the same energy in the air, I

could see it. I’d just cringe to watch
it.”

But how emblematic was that
disturbing videotaped scene? Did it;

truly, as the Davis and other cases
suggest, pull back the covers from
America’s dirty little secret, a se-
cret some suggest had never really
been kept under yrraps in certain
neighborhoods?
While some activists and law-

yers describe police brutality as
“endemic,” particularly in minority
communities, most law enforce-
ment officials and some legal au-
thorities say it would be a mistake
to conclude that 'the problem is

getting worse nationwide. On the
contrary, most see it as less severe
today than 20 years ago.

No one can quantify the police
brutality problem because no
agency keeps national records, and
comparing statistics from city to

city is rendered meaningless by
inconsistent record-keeping meth-
ods.

“It’s almost impossible to speak
about the problem except in an
anecdotal, impressionistic man-
ner,” said Gerald M. Caplan, a
George Washington University
law school professor, who formerly
headed the National Institute of

LOS ANGELES TIMES
THURS APRIL 4, 1991

Edition.
Front Section f page 1

BRUTALITY: HARD ISSUE
FOR POLICE

Character:
CIVIL RIGHTS

Classification: 80 33B
Submitting Office:

LOS ANGELES

Indexing:

[SEARCHED „ , INDFXED

SERIAUZEOZIISSrTiLEfiiC:

APR 12 1991

FBI — LOS ANGELES

Justice and served as generali
counsel of the District of Columbia!
police.

"The number of people killed by!
- police has gone down from the.
mid-1970s to the mid-1980s in-

major cities," said Patrick V. Mur-i
phy, who rose from a beat patrol-’
man. in New York City to head!
police commissions in Detroit and;
New York and a similar post ini

. Washington, D.C. He now directs
1

• the police policyaboard of the U.S.
Conference of Mayors and will'
serve as a senior adviser to Mayor
Tom Bradley’s panel investigating,
the King incident.

“I’m satisfied departments are’
much stricter about it [police bru-

1

tality],” he said. “The FBI investi-
gates these things, and it didn’t 20)
years ago. Lawsuits have increased!
dramatically, and liability forces
mayors and city councils to get into-
it. i,

S amuel Walker, a criminal jus-
tice professor at the University

.
of Nebraska, agrees that there has
been improved management, high-
er personnel standards and better
training since the 1960s. Further-,
more, he said, about 30 of the
nation’s 50 largest cities have
adopted some form of citizen re--
view board to handle complaints
against police officers, many in the.
last five years.

“So L.A.,” he said, “is out of step:
at this point.”



<, But, acknowledging the lack of:
'r

statistical evidence, he argues that;

police departments “lost momen-,
turn” in the late 1980s on curbing

the use of excessive force. “Some-
. thing happened out there,” he said.

“I can't prove that, but I believe

it.”

/ *

Federico Pereira was killed Feb. *

5. A grand jury indicted five New
York City police officers March 20*

on charges of murder, manslaugh-

ter and assault in the choking and;

beating death of the 21-year-old;

car theft suspect.

One of the five officers indicted^

‘Police officers are

running scared’ because

‘more and more people

.resist arrest. These men
;

; and women have to be

careful. It’s a sign of the

times.’

COL. W.D. TEEM
North Carolina Highway Patrol

allegedly climbed onto the back of

.the prone and handcuffed Pereira,

and placed two hands around his

neck, pulling his head back until

his spine was bowed. Pereira died

at a hospital soon after.

The officers, all of whom have-

pleaded not guilty, maintain that

Pereira became violent when the

officers tried to arrest him and that:

he repeatedly banged his head on

the pavement while they attempt-,

ed to restrain him.

But to Latino activists in New;
York, the Pereira case was another

demonstration of rising police vio-.

lence in their community. From:

1986 to 1989, an average of seven-.

Latinos a year were killed by-

police gunfire in the city, but in;

1990, 23 were killed.

In ail, 41 people died in New
York in 1990 in police gunfire, the

highest number since 1975 and an

increase of 37% over the 30 fatal

,
shootings of civilians by police in

1989.

P olice officials contend that thes

rise in the number of fatal;

shootings reflects a harsh reality—

the streets are getting meaner as.

the drug trade grows more violent,

and guns become increasingly’

prevalent. Thirty-three of the 41;

civilians killed in New York, for

example, were armed, according to5

official statistics. \

But critics of the department:

note that almost 75% of New.
York's police force is white—in a?

city where whites make up less:

than 50% of the population—and;
more than 40% of the officers live;

outside the city. Many of those who!

live in the suburbs, Latino activists

- contend, bring with them prejudic-

es and phobias.
*

Part of the problem nationwide;

said Walker, the University ofj

Nebraska professor, may be rac-!

ism. But he and others also think:

the war on drugs is to blame. “It.

.

sent a message to police officers;

that you can go out there and kick

some butt, do whatever you need
to do.”

Murphy agreed. “There is no
doubt that this war-on-drugs rhet-

oric is part of the problem—raiding
all these crack houses, more guns
on the street, cops getting auto-

matics,” he said. “It has cops so.

psyched up they think they are in :

combat.”
Said Seattle attorney Timothy K.

Ford: “What is the war on drugs?
'

,
It's a, war on people; and with a

war, there's going to be collateral
' damage.”

Last week, two West Palm
Beach police officers were indicted

on charges of second degree mur-
der and aggravated battery in the

, -death of a man who was savagely

beaten to death last November as

.
\he was walking home from a

'McDonald's restaurant.

Undercover officers * Stephen

.

. . Rollins and Glen Thurlow were
driving down the street in a gold

Cadillac, police say, when they

stopped Robert R. Jewett, a 34-

year-old plasterer. There are no
-

- witnesses to exactly what hap-
pened next. But within minutes,

. Jewett was dead from a beating in

/ which his Adam's apple was
; crushed, nine ribs were broken and

he was hit between the legs with

: !nightsticks with such fury as to

cause# what one veteran medical

examiner called “the most severe

testicular damage I'd ever seen.”

, . .
Both officers, who were sus-

' pended without pay on Friday,

have been named in previous bru-

tality complaints.

in South Florida, and particular-'

ly in Miami, the issue of police

brutality has long haunted rela-

tions between police and the black

community.

I
n what became a landmark
event in Miami history, black

- insurance man Arthur McDuffie

was riding a friend's motorcycle on.

' the morning of Dec. 17, 1979, when,

#
according to police- he flashed

them an obscene gesture and sped’

away. After a short chase, McDuf-
fie pulled over and up to 12 officers

wielding heavy flashlights began
‘ to pummel him. He died four days
later of a fractured skull.

.
f

Almost five months later, when'
-four of the officers on trial for

taking part in the beating, and then
;

, covering it up, were acquitted by

[

an all-white jury, Miami erupted.

In three days of vicious rioting, 18

persons were killed, hundreds

|

.were. injured and blocks of Liberty

J

City were sacked and torched.

I During the 1980s, two other riots

convulsed Miami, both touched off

by shootings of black men by-

Latino police officers,

t • • Law enforcement officials ac-
l knowledge that many officers are

;
edgy and that tempers get short.

. But they argue that cops have a
right to be that way.

Col. W. D. Teem, commander of

the North Carolina Highway Pa-
trol, said, “police-officers are run-

-

’

: ning- scared” because “more and

.
mor$ people resist arrest. These
men and women have to be careful.

It's a sign of the times.”

“What gets lost is we have to

• deal j with a lot
^
of society's rejects

' and misfits,” said Ronnie Clackum/

i
chief of the Clayton County Police

f Department in Georgia. “People

;

- call the.police when there's no one
else to call” .

< Clackum, who said he doesn't
' tolerate excessive force in his de-
' partment, added that high-speed
: chases put officers on edge. “The.
• adrenalin gets to flowing, and by:

;

the time someone sideswipes your
car, officers get so caught up in the

;

events and emotion that they over-
• react,” he said;

But Brian Spears, an Atlanta

.lawyer, speaks of the “spiraling'

_
effect” of police brutality, arguing
that, in communities where the

' police have a reputation for using*

. -excessive force, suspects may flee
l

-or resist arrest precisely because

{ they fear what will happen to them*
** in police custody. “It [police bru- -

S talityj breeds disrespect and mis-*

\ trust and makes it likely that

t

people who are taken into custody’
‘ will act out of fear and run. Or
Vfight.” *

^

*

,
A New York state investigative

panel recently called for the ap-

pointment of a special prosecutor

to look into the fatal police shoot-

ing of a black man on Long Island

inrI984.



The state Commission of Investi-

gation charged that local prosecu-

tors had skewed evidence to favor

the police account of the death of'

Ricky .McCargo, 27, who was shot

in a parking lot by a Nassau County
1

detective. A Nassau County grand

jury heard evidence in the case in

1984 and refused to hand up an

indictment against the detective.

Several witnesses said McCargo
was on his knees, begging for his

life, when he was shot.

In a large number of excessive

force cases, there are no outside

witnesses. Determining the facts—

both for the public and for juries—

.often is difficult, according to law-.

yer§ and civil rights organizations'

that deal with brutality issues.

Even when other officers are

present, corroboration often is

difficult to get, say lawyers, be-

cause officers stick to the “code of

silence” that bonds them. As Ralph
Goldberg, an Atlanta lawyer, ex-

plained: “You don't rat on your

partner.”

In most cities allegations of po-

lice misconduct are investigated by
other police officers, so there is

widespread public suspicion that

brutality or other misdeeds are

covered up.

“In approximately 8,000 com--

.plaints investigated [in New York
City] in 1987 and 1988, there was;

not a single instance of an officer^

coming forward with incriminating'

information about another officer,”

said Norman Siegel, executive di-

rector of the New York Civil

Liberties Union.

John R. Dunne, assistant U.S.

attorney general for civil rights,*

said criminal civil rights prosecu-

tions for police misconduct .are

“among the most difficult under
federal law. Almost always, the'

victims of police abuse have them-
selves committed some kind of law

violation which has brought them
to the attention of the police in the

first place. Thus, their credibility is

not always easy to establish.”

But some lawyers contend that

frequently the only charges filed

against brutality victims is resist-

ing arrest. “I get a lot of guys
coming in here with black eyes and
bruises,” said Lori Lefferts, assist-

ant district attorney for Pima
County (Tucson), Ariz. “They're

being charged with resisting arrest

-

to cover the officers' rear ends, but

I've never seen any of these charg-

es prosecuted.” y

,

Some lawyers think the nation-

wide publicity surrounding the

Rodney King tape will make it

easier to successfully prosecute

police brutality cases.

“With the.L.A. tapes,' people are

shocked, people who wouldn't have

believed police brutality really ex-

isted,” said Patty Bates, who works
with brutality victims on behalf of.

Dallas' privately funded Communi-
ty Relations Commission. “There's

no way you can deny anymore that

it's happening.”

“It's one of those epiphanies,”

said Harvard law professor Alan

Dershowitz. “It’s one of those-

transforming events which will

never allow the situation to be
viewed the same.”

Such visual evidence is produc-

ing quick action elsewhere. Last

week Charleston, S. C., policeman

Julius Jeng was photographed
kneeing a suspect who was being

held by another officer. Police later

released the suspect, Howard Sims,-

saying he had been mistaken for

another man. Although no com-
plaint was filed against the depart-

ment, Jeng was temporarily sus-*

pended. • *
'

n
!

Charles Friei, dean of the college-

of criminal justice at Sam Houston:

State' University .in* Huntsville,*

questions whether the highly pub-

licized police brutality cases are a

good sample of reality.

'

“Hundreds, thousands of arrests

are done competently,” he said.

“When you have an incident like

L.A., and it gets in the media; it's,

like a magnet sucking up little

’

filings. The incident becomes a

lightning rod for other issues [such,

as racism]. You have to be careful

to separate the facts from what's
' sensational.”

* Beatings such as -that dealt to :

Rodney King are “not tolerated in

the vast majority of police depart-*

ments,” said James J. Fyfe, a

former New York City police lieu-

tenant who has appeared- as an

expert witness in damage claims

against the LAPD. Fyfe contends

that Los Angeles stands apart from

other departments in excessive use

of force. “The reason,” he said, “is

accountability. The police answer

to the chief, and he answers to no :

one.

^Tn New York, Chicago, Hous-

. JLton, Philadelphia and every

other big city, except for Los

Angeles, elected mayors appoint

police chief executives,” Fyfe said.

“Regardless of their expertise in.

police administration, the chiefs of,

these big cities all serve at the

pleasure of their mayors.”

In Los Angeles, Police Chief

Daryl F. Gates' job is protected by
civjl service procedures. He can;

only be dismissed for cause by thei

city's Police Commission, with the'

concurrence of the Civil Service.
'

’Commission.
• Many cities also rely on civilian'



.
Charleston, S. C., police officer Julius Jeng was photographed recent-
ly kneeing suspect Howard Sims.. Jeng was temporarily suspended.

.review boards. They have varying
degrees of independence'/ said the
University of Nebraska's Walker,
and most cities adopt them only
after controversial incidents, such

.
as shootings and beatings, spark
public protests.,

But in Chicago, New York and in;
* some other cities that have review

‘ boards not wholly independent 1 of
. the police department .or city ad-
/. ministration, critics contend that!

they are set up in such a way that
they become little more than arms

* T
of the police department.
“Every single [review board]

that exists still only has power to-

make recommendations to the po-
lice chief, so the single critical

factor is the attitude of the police*

chief," Walker said. Also, in slight-’

ly more than half of the big cities*

that have them, the initial investi-

gations are performed by police-

officers, not independent investi-

gators.

Jay Miller, director of the Amer-
ican Civil Liberties Union of Illi-,

nois, said his office does not refer

brutality victims to Chicago's Of-
fice of Professional Standards,
which sustained only 190 of the
2,410 excessive force complaints

filed with it last year. "We don’t

trust them,” he said,

i In addition, police critics com-
plain that the agencies charged
with investigating police miscon-
duct frequently are not interested

in determining whether a system-
atic problem exists. In many cities

records of complaints filed against

police officers are purged after a
few years.

For Denver City Councilman Hi-
awatha Davis, an advocate for
changes in the internal investiga-
tions system in his city, the failure
of police departments to keep re-
cords is evidence that the system is

"severely flawed and totally com-
promised. They obviously

. don't
have any information to evaluate
trends. Without records, you can't
'do any analysis of the characteris-

‘ tics of complainants or the officers
f who have been complained about,"

i -He added: “Ironically, the inves-
tigative nature of the police insti-

tution suggests that one of their
primary activities would be record
keeping. Police work thrives on
bits and pieces of information
gathered over a long ’ period of
^me."

,
^

But Chuck Lepley, assistant dis-

trict attorney in Denver who in-

vestigates police brutality com-

{
plaints in his county, contends that
independent civilian review might
•hamper the police. “If police offi-

cers feel they cannot trust the
.review process, they may just de-
cide to let the guy go,” he said.

"Lthink there's quite a few false

\
reports of excessive force. The
people who standbetween violence
and the public* are the police.



Sometimes in the process people
don't want to cooperate, but the '

police are still expected to arrest
them/' he said.

In some places across the coun-
try, lawyers and civil rights organ-
izations say the number of police
brutality complaints have gone up
since the Rodney King case first

was publicized.

“People are coming out of the
woodwork," said Joe Cook, execu-

.

tive director of the Dallas ACLU,
whose office receives some 200
citizen complaints a year against
the police. “Before, they thought it

wouldn't do any good. Now they
have hope someone will listen to
them."

“Our' calls have increased since
the L.A. videotape,” said Ellen
Spears, interim director of the .

ACLU of Georgia. “People feel that
maybe something can be done.”

“You're going to see a lot 6f -

groups and individuals running
around with camcordeijs/' said'*

Clackum, the Clayton County po~
lice chief in Georgia. f *

He may be right. In May, well-
*

known Miami attorney Ellis Rubin
'

settled for $15,OCX) a police brutali-
- ty case for a client whose mistreat-
ment had been videotaped. Then

'

he issued a call for blacks and other
’

minorities to band together as
“video vigilantes."

“I think people in neighborhoods* :

where this brutality goes on should ;

get together, buy a camera and

'

then be there with it when police *

do a round-up or raid a - crack
0

house,” he said. “Lthink that could
put an end to this.”

*

. . .

«

Contributing to this report were
Anna Virtue and Mike Clary In Miami,

~

Doug Conner in Seattle, Uanne Hart

“

and J. Michael Kennedy in Houston,
v

Laura Laughlin in Phoenix, Lee May B

and Edith Stanley In Atlanta, Ronald J.
^

Ostrow in Washington; Ann Rovin in
rf

Denver, Tracy Shryer in Chicago and
'

David Treadwell In New York.
- m &
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Officers

Are Sad—
and Angry
By SHERYL STOLBERG
TIMES STAFF WRITER

The moment the big news hit, Los Angeles

Police Detective Charles Press was there

to see it. His coffee cup in hand, Press looked

* on in silent.disbelief Thursday as Police Chief
* Daryl F. Gates—his chief—emerged from a

t closed-door meeting to announce before the
* hot white lights of the television cameras that

he had been placed on leave for 60 days.

“It's the greatest injustice I have ever

heard about in my 26 years as a law

enforcement officer,” a disgusted Press pro-

claimed as the media peppered the chief with

questions. “The mayor is practicing political

prostitution. . . . It's a joke. Mayor Bradley

ought to resign.”
’ Throughout the LAPD-in the corridors

and elevators at Parker Center headquarters,

in substations from the West Valley to the

Harbor to South-Central’ Los Angeles—the

\
reaction was much the same. For many, there

were no words harsh enough to express the

outrage and sadness, the dismay and betrayal

they felt as they learned that their leader had

- been temporarily pushed out of office.

“Moscow-L.A. ” one officer muttered bitT .

* ferly as he watched a live television broadcast

of the Police Commission announcing its

. action. “That's where I live. I don't live in

* America.”

, “I’m not in a very good mood,” said

another. “I don't think you'd like what I have

to say.”

“I feel shaken by it,” said a third. “I'm at a

loss for words.” . .

Meanwhile, the president of the Los Angel-

es Police Protective League, the union that

represents police officers, called a press

conference to denounce the commission ac-

tion as a “political mess.”

Lt. George Aliano said that if the City

Council does not overturn the Police Commis-
* sion’s decision, he will call meetings of the

union’s 8,100 members to discuss the possi-

bility of taking a job action, perhaps a work

slowdown, or a speedup in which officers

would hand out tickets for minor infractions

they would normally overlook.

Aliano said the union usually shies away
from those forms of protest,'believing them to
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be unprofessional. But this time, he said, “No
one's getting the message how upset we are.”

At the Civic Center, such an action—albeit

unofficial—appeared to already be under

way. At least one pair of patrolmen were
unusually active Thursday afternoon, hand-

ing out jaywalking citations and ticketing

press vehicles parked on the sidewalk of City

Hall, where radio and television trucks nor-

mally park with impunity.

There is a certain code of stoicism among
the city's men and women in blue, and this

was evident Thursday. There were no tears;

angry outbursts were rare. There was only

stone-faced silence and measured words from

a rank-and-file that has demonstrated in-

tense loyalty to Gates since the March 3

police beating of motorist Rodney G. King.

Some officers began wearing black strips of

tape over their badges in a show of “mourn-
ing” for the chief—the traditional sign that an

officer has died in the line of duty.

Others, speaking in jargon of the criminal

justice system, complained that Gates had not

been given “due process,” that his “rights



were violated,” that he deserved a “fair and

impartial hearing.”

“It was almost a public execution,” said

Capt. Francisco Pegueros, who commands the

LAPD jail, “without the defendant being

given the opportunity to state his case.”

As glum officers tried to go about their jobs

in Parker Center, the word of Gates' depar-

ture filtered out quickly to the LAPD's

outlying substations—on radio, on television,

by telephone or word of mouth. There was no

official announcement from the department,

no memorandum or radio broadcast. No

matter; as one officer said, news travels fast

through the LAPD's tight-knit ranks.

In South-Central Los Angeles, Lt. Michael

Moulin heard from one of his supervisors,

who was on hand at Parker Center for the

Police Commission's announcement. In Rese-

da, Officer Russell Long found out when

civilians called in to. express their support for

the chief. In San Pedro, Lt. Betty Kelepecz

caught the tail end of a live television report.

“Oh, no,” she said to herself. “This is a bad

what the. mayor has wanted all

along. He has wanted absolute

control over the Police Department

so he can manipulate us and the

chief .like little pawns, like they do

in other cities around the country.”

Said Detective Roger Gripe, who
works at Parker Center: “When
they do this to the chief of police,

they did it to me as well as all of

the rest of the officers. I kind of

feel betrayed by the city, the

politicians, the City Council and

especially the mayor.”

Several spoke of the LAPD as a

family, with Gates as the father

figure. But their words were not

necessary; signs of support were

everywhere. Their patrol cars

sported bumper stickers that pro-

claimed: “We support Chief Gates.”

In Parker Center, nearly every

office was adorned with photocop-

ied drawings of an LAPD badge

that read: “Chief Gates Please

Stay.”

On the eighth floor, Sgt. Ronald

Sullivan, a 24-year LAPD veteran,

talked of the chief over a ham-
and-salami sandwich. “I think he's

a good man,” said Sullivan, who
supervises the department's re-

cruitment efforts. “He's been an

outstanding chief. In my time, he

has guided the department with

deep devotion to duty.”

Behind Sullivan hung a huge

recruitment poster. It featured a

smiling Gates, dressed in uni-

form—a photograph taken in hap-

pier times. “Stand and deliver,” the

poster beckoned. “Come join our

family.” -

Times staff writers Fred Muir and

Paul Ueberman contributed to this

article.

time to take our chief away.”

i With the department still in

tiirmoil over the King beating,

ifcany of Kelepecz's colleagues

glared her views. They worried

that Gates' departure will only

further demoralize the LAPD at a

time when its public image has

ffeen severely damaged.

J
The officers' ire, for the most

turt, was directed at Mayor Tom
Bradley, who three days ago called

tjpon Gates to resign and who
appoints the Police Commission

that suspended the chief. Some said

the LAPD, which has prided itself

dn being free of corruption and

political influence, is now in danger

if losing that independence.

) “Our politicians are using - our

qhief of police as a political pawn,”

declared Lt Moulin, who works in

^he 77th Street Division. “That's

Support for the chief is strong at Parker Center, as typified by this message and symbol.
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Gates Put on
Leave, Pledges

Commission
Action

King beating: Police

chiefsays he has been

disgraced. His lawyers will i;

, ask court on Monday to. .

overturn decision.

By RICHARD A. SERRANO
TIMES STAFF WRITER

The Los Angeles Police Com-
mission, saying it was acting in the

- '“best interests of the Police De^
partment,” temporarily relieved

Chief Daryl F. Gates of his duties

on Thursday until it completes a
• wide-ranging investigation begun

in the aftermath of the beating of

Rodney G. King.

In his place, the commission
appointed Assistant Chief DavidJD*

.
Dotson to servers acting chief, dhd
the 33-year police veteran imme-
diately called upon the 8,300 sworn
members of the LAPD “to put this

crisis behind us and get on with
‘what we do best, serving the
- people of this city/*

Gates emerged with his- attor-

neys from an hourlong, closed-

- door commission meeting, vowing

.
to fight on for his job. His lawyers

* said' they would take legal action

Monday in Los Angeles Superior

Court.

“I feel that I have been disgraced

and defamed,” said the chief, biting

his lip. “I have done nothing
wrong. What they have done is

improper and we're going to prove
*

that.”

' But the commissioners said their

decision-coming two days after

Mayor Torn' Bradley called on
i Gates to resign—will hold up dur-

ing the next '60 days; the time the

commission needs to complete its

investigation.
' ---

“The commission is confident',”

* said Vice President Melanie LbA

max, “that the action we have

taken is on sound legal grounds and

.

that the court will back us.” ..

'

* Also on Thursday: *
.

•Within minutes of Gates' de-

parture, some City Council mem-
bers decried the commission's ac-

tion. A few, noting that their

constituents were clamoring for.

Bradley's resignation, said they—
RELATED STORIES, PHOTOS,

,
A22-23, B2 \

-
- .

. may attempt to settle any Gates

lawsuit in order to reinstate him.

• At Parker Center police head-

* quarters, many police officer’s

strung dark ribbons over their.,

badges, a tribute normally paid to

officers killed in the line of duty.

Others talked about a possible job

slowdown. Emotions were so in-

tense that one police employee

stormed into the commission's
* meeting room and shouted: “Does

this mean you're going to get rid of

everybody else in the department?’**

.. •Throughout the city, commtn
nity groups, which have rallied

both for and against Gates, reacted

quickly. The ACLU hailed the

commission's action, while Los An-
sgeles County Sheriff Sherman

(Indicate page, name of
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t ;Block called it outrageous. “Even
my wife broke down and cried

when I told her,” he said. ' L
.. It was a day of unusual turmoil in

city government, with pro-Gates

and pro-Bradley factions planning
their next moves in the high-

stakes face -off.
'

“When- Gates walked into the
commission meeting at mid-morn-
ing, he appeared calm and relaxed,

sometimes smiling at what lay

ahead.

When he left an hour later, he
^appeared a little shaken, but allthe
" more convinced that Bradley had
lied to the public when he said in

recent weeks that he had no hidden
agenda to oust the chief.
<,M

I must admit that I cannot
believe him any longer,” Gates said

of the mayor. “I think this has all

been well-orchestrated.” •

G ates'* privately retained attor-

ney, Jay Grodin, said he
!
planned ta go to court, Monday to

* overturn the leave of absence. But
the longtime Gates ally declined to

discuss his legal strategy, except to

note that the commission failed to

cite a specific reason for its action.

The lawyer said his client con-
tinues to hold the title of chief of

.

police. But, Grodin said, Gates can-
not perform the official functions of

the chief and cannot even appear
at Parker Center in any official

capacity.
, , . .

“He can't come in here,” Grodin
said, “except for normal personal
matters, like if 'he wanted to visit

someone.”
^Gates returned to his office

shortly before noon and met with



his advisers behind closed doors.

His aides later brought in take-out

food, and tjie chief ate ;half a tuna

sandwich. “He's lost his appetite,”

one aide explained.

Gates remained inside his office

through most of the afterhoon,

stepping briefly outside once or

twice. He finally left headquarters

late in the afternoon, walking out

with two satchels of personal items

under his arm.

Asked if he would turn in his

badge and gun, he answered testi-

fy “Absolutely not. I'm a peace

officer of the State of California.”
~ He also gave a thumbs-up sign

as he left and vowed: “I'll be back.”
‘

""Police spokesman Lt. Fred Nix-

on. said Dotson will move into

Gates' office only if “he' finds he
needs to because of certain cere-

monial things that can be handled

in that ceremonial setting.”

In explaining its decision to tem-
porarily remove Gates, the Police

Commission cited provision No.

3-840.10 in the LAPD’s Manage-
ment Rules and Procedures. The
section, titled “Inactive Duty,”
states:

~ “When it is contrary to the best

interest of the Department for

employees to continue their regu-

lar duties while awaiting investi-

gation .or formal disciplinary ac-

tion, - they may be assigned to

inactive duty by their acting com-
mander, commanding- officer,* or

the commanding officer, Internal

Affairs Division.”

Gates, as chief of police, reports

directly to the commission.

"The commission was responding

to public outcries following the

beating of King, a 25-year-old

black parolee from Altadena who
was repeatedly struck by police

officers after a car chase in the San
Fernando Valley. Four Foothill

Division officers are now awaiting

trial on charges that include as-

sault. Unknown to the officers, the

arrest was captured on videotape

by an amateur .cameraman, and its

impact after being televised world-

wide has caused a furor over police

brutality.

~ Gates has come under fire for his

contentions that the King beating

was an “aberration.” There have
also been revelations that some of

the white officers involved in the

beating made racial slurs shortly

before the incident.

I There also have been wide-

spread allegations from various

local groups, many of them in the

minority communities, that the

LAPD under Gates' leadership has

spawned a climate in which offi-

cers routinely abuse , blacks and
Latinos.

Three members of the commis-

sion took part in Thursday's

decision tp place Gates on leave.

They included commission Presi-

dent Daniel Garcia, Lomax and

Samuel Williams. Absent was
Stanley Sheinbaum, who was
sworn in Wednesday and immedi-

ately left on a European trip. A
fifth member has yet to be appoint-

^

ed.
* Garcia, who was elected presi-

dent on Tuesday, said the move
should not be seen as punishment

of Gates. He said the commission

has not determined that Gates is

guilty of any misconduct in his

performance of duties or that he

has failed to provide adequate

leadership since the March 3 beat-

ing of King.
. “We emphasize that this action

is not punitive in nature, and

results in no loss of pay or benefits

for Chief Gates,” Garcia said.

.

.“More importantly, it should not

be taken by the public as reflecting

any conclusion as to whether the

•chief should be charged and disci-

plined in the future/*

But, Garcia added, the commis-

sion relieved Gates of his duties “in

light of recent and serious allega-

tions of mismanagement and neg-

lect of duty by the chief ofpolice.”

He said the commission hopes

that Gates* leave will *iot last

longer than 60 days, when the*

commission's investigation should
' be completed. He said that if Gates

is not proven derelict in his duties,

he will be returned to his job.

“The next 60 days will provide a

l period for calm, reflective action,"
K

he said, “and it will provide the

opportunity for us to make sure we
don't have anything that is dupli-

cative” of what happened in the.

King beating.

Garcia .also deflected criticism

from community groups that want-

ed Gates fired. He said the commis-

> Sion debated a wide range of.alter-

natives in how to handle the

.situation.

“I don’t think there is any option

,
we didn't consider,” he said.

But he disagreed with Gates'

* feelings that he had been “dis-

I graced.”

!
“That was certainly not* our

intent,” the commission president

said. “It was not our intention in

any way to do that to him. We are

not issuing a statement here that

- he is guilty in any way.”
. He and Lomax said they believe

their action is defensible in court,

. and that if Gates files suit, a judge

i wffl side with the commission.

The closed-door session was
^marked with rancor as Gates

.threatened to sue each commis-

• sioner personally and made a last-

j

minute attempt to have Garcia

- disqualified from judging him.

.Gates cited a 6-month-old LAPD
s .
investigation into whether Garcia

improperly raised campaign funds

from developers for Bradley in-

; 1986 when Garcia chaired the city's

Planning Commission, according to

sources close to the commission.

“This was pretty unpleasant to-

* day,” Garcia said.

Grodin, however, gave a differ-

ent version. “Chief Gates never

raised his voice; he was calm and

cool. That's why he's been chief so

long.”

Another Gates attorney, Harry

G. Melkonian, described the meet-

ing this way: *

“The chief was called in with his

-counsel for [the commission mem-
bers] to present their proposal.

They listened to him, and then

! handed him a written note that he

leave.

“In short, it was a farce, a

conviction without a trial. There

were no allegations of mismanage-

ment. They were just doing it, and

they were not giving any allega-

tions or specifications about why.”

After Gates left the commis-

sion's closed meeting room, he

was hugged by one aide, and then

surrounded by other Police De-
partment employees. Then,,;Dotson

entered the commission's room and

was told of his appointment as

acting chief.

Afterward, he defended Gates,

thanking him for promoting him

j over the years and wishing liiih

|
good luck. He also said his primary.

objective will be to heal the dam-

. age caused to the department's

reputation by the King beating.

* . “I have a commitment to the

people of this city to provide the

, best police service they can get,”

he said. “That's what we want to

do. So I ask for their help in this

[
very difficult period.”

Dotson refused to comment. on

r the King incident, saying he did not

want to jeopardize the trial of the

'four officers. Asked if he agreed

* with Gates that the King beating

was an aberration, he said:

“This is a model Police Depart-

- ment. But like any large organiza-

tion, there are going to be some
i unfortunate incidents from time to

L time.”
J

*

The Politics

\ At City Hall, various council

" members were quickly designing

" alternative plans on how to deal

I
with the crisis.

; Some were devising legal ma-
-npnvprc to trv to save Gates.



One option to be considered

today was settling any lawsuit filed

by Gates in his favor and reinstat-

ing him.
Under another plan, the council

would deny funding for a private

law firm the Police Commission

wants to hire in the event Gates

takes the commission panel to

court.

Throughout City Hall, rhetoric

was sharp and voices pitched high.

City Council President John

Ferraro said at least 10 council

members strongly object to the

Police Commission's decision to

place Gates on leave. “I think,that

they're a loose cannon,” Ferraro

said. “I think that is a dangerous

group to have in there.”

Councilman Zev Yaroslavsky

called the situation a “crisis in

governance” that is “ripping . . .

the people of this city apart and has

now driven a wedge between the

various branches of city govern-

ment to no constructive end.”

Councilman Joel Wachs likened

Bradley to former President Rich-

ard M. Nixon, who resigned in

disgrace. “It's a naked political

power grab and it's got to be

stopped,” he said. “Not since Rich-

ard Nixon, has anyone employed

the ends justifying the means as

we’ve seen in this case.”

But Bradley, after returning

from a trip to Sacramento, said th^.

commission had done the right*

thing.

“It is my hope that today's Police

Commission action will give us *aliJ

time to bridge the differences that_

have grown between us since thj&

• Rodney King incident,” he said.

- He referred to Gates' leave ofr

absence as a “time-out,” and add-

ed: “The Police Commission is

using a well-established procedure^

that the chief himself often applies^

to officers under investigation.”
^

In addition, Garcia said his panels

will not cave in to political influx

ence.
‘ ,ni

“The City Council is not the

operating body of this departed

ment,” Garcia said.

The LAPP
Throughout Parker Center^

rank-and-file officers and mem-;

bers of the chiefs high command"

reacted angrily to the news that
^

Gates was told to vacate his sixth-

“

floor office, where he has served as

the city's top law enforcement

official for the last 13 years. Chi#

of Staff George Morrison, one Of

'Gates' top commanders, strung

dark ribbon over his badge. “It's

better than losing my temper over

this,” he said. 1
George Aliano, president of thg

Los Angeles Police Protective

League claimed that “no one's

getting the message how upset we
are.” He declared -that if Gatej:

' doesn't get his job back/the police

upjpii will hold mafcs meetings t§

-consider protests that could lead to

’ fome unprecedented job action,
jg

He suggested that rank-and-file

officers will consider work slowU
downs or other activities. Shortly,

after Gates was placed on leave'

officers were seen writing an urn*

usual number of jaywalking tickets

around City Hall.
1

Capt. Doug Watson, who heads,

the LAPD unii -probing political

corruption cases and is currently

investigating the mayor's fund-

raising operation, said he was “sick

to my stomach [and] disgusted” by
what had happened to Gates. , t

, He predicted that the events of,

* Thursday will lead to the politic!-

.'zation of law enforcement. c|

“Fear of an investigation” by an*

- independent- .police chief has

helped keep graft out of city gov*>

ernment, he said. Gates' ouster and:

-any effort to bring the chief under,

the control of the mayor will mean
police commanders will “rely on>

. the milk flowing out of the breast;

t

of the police chief. The department
becomes a political animal.” j

He then said that after 27 years

on the Police Department, he is

retiring. “This did it,” he said. *
' Lt. Fred Reno said he will as-,*

sume supervision of the investiga-j

tion until a new captain is namedc
He added, however, that the mayV
or’s move to oust Gates will not be
afactorinthecontributingpro.be. ']

“It’s incumbent upon us at this

time that the public knows th|

investigation we are conducting i$

going to go on with great integrity

with no pressure,” he said. "No
matter whose name comes up>

. there will be no witch hunt. This is.

the Los Angeles Police Depart-*

ment.” .
<s

The Community
Community reaction was sharply

divided along lines espoused by the

Gates and Bradley camps. 3

Ramona Ripston, executive di-

rector of the American Civil Liber-

ties Union of Southern California,

^praised the Police Commission for

putting “the control of city’s police

;force squarely back in the hands of

<the civilians.” *

Danny Bakewell, president of

the Brotherhood Crusade, a group

active in the black community, also

* defended Bradley and the Police

Commission.

“I think the action he [Bradley!

took showed he was the mayor of

^
all the people,” Bakewell said. “He
gave Daryl Gates enough rope to

either distinguish himself or hang

l
himself, and I think Daryl Gates

chose the latter.”

, But attorney Stephen Yagman,

( an unrelenting Gates critic who has

f built a career out of suing the

LAPD, wrote Gates a letter en-

couraging him to “hold -his

ground.”

“It’s outrageous to put the chief

of police on a paid leave ofabsence

without first affording him all of

his rights,” Yagman said. “Even

the police chief is entitled to due

process of law.”

Yet, ' SteVen Lerman, who is

pressing a multimillion -dollar

claim against the city on behalf of

King, said his client believes the

commission has signaled to the

community that police brutality

will not be tolerated.

“He wants to be the last man the

police ever beat up,” Lerman said.

'

Times staff writers Leslie Berger,

Paul Feldman, Paul Lieberman, James

Rainey and Tracy Wood contributed to

this story.
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For the Chief, a
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Quiet Exit and i

aVow to Return
Departure: Gates

acknowledges humiliation

but asserts that he will be

back one day from his

involuntary leave.

By DAVID FERRELL
~~

TIMES STAFF WRITER

Acomputer-printed sign above
*

the door of Room 619 pro-

claimed, “GATES MUST STAY-
GATES MUST STAY.” But as the

door opened late Thursday after-

noon, Daryl F. Gates was leaving,

perhaps never to return as chief of

police in Los Angeles. *

Carrying ajam-packed satchel in

each hand, a stern-looking Gates

stepped from his sixth-floor office

at police headquarters at 4:10 p.m.,

four hours after the city Police

Commission stripped him of power
pending ongoing investigations in-

to the beating of black motorist

Rodney G. King.
' “Well, I guess there’s humilia-

tion in all of this, as you might

expect,” Gates said quietly, looking

straight ahead, as he moved
through a steamy hallway ob-

structed, by reporters and televi-

sion cameras. “[But] I think we'll

get through it. I anticipate getting

through it.”

G ates was asked whether he

expected to return from the

involuntary 60-day leave, which

he has vowed to fight in court and

which has seemed tQ signal ' a

^welling political tide to remove

him permanently from office. His

answer was emphatic: “Oh, abso-

lutely. No question about it, I’m

coming back.”
'

The departure, about the* same

time that Mayor Tom Bradley was

briefing reporters on the issue at

Los Angeles International Airport,

was quick and seemingly anticli-

mactic, the end of a slightly short-

ened but busy workday for the

man who has been the city's pow-
erful and controversial police chief

for 13 years.

Gates was dressed in gray slacks

and a blue blazer. He had ordered

out for half a tuna sandwich after

the commission action shortly be-

fore noon. He then spent much of

the afternoon behind closed doors,

he said, negotiating details of his

leave with members of the com-

mission.

The throng of reporters awaiting

Gates' departure witnessed two

false alarms, once when the em-

battled chief stepped from his of-

fice to walk 20 feet to a hallway

drinking fountain, a journey that

required two bodyguards to keep-

back aggressive cameramen. Gates

later traveled the long corridor to

the elevator to take care of person-

al business on the eighth floor,

declining to answer questions as

his staff tried to keep the cameras

out of his way.

“CNN, how about backing off?”

one bodyguard yelled.

“Back off, CNN!” another hol-

lered.

G ates returned 15 minutes later.

He had been videotaping a

goodby message to officers in the

department.

“They do feel badly about all of

this,” he said later. “I'm concerned

about them. But they’re strong-

willed people. They're profession-

als. . .and I know they’re going to

do a greatjob.”

By the time Gates did leave, the

crowd of media people had thinned

to half a dozen die-hards.

As a guard shut the door behind

him, Gates walked past his confer-

ence room—the same room where

nearly a month earlier he appeared

at a press conference to thank
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amateur photographer George
Holliday for turning over the vid-

eotape of the King beating.

Gates said the satchels in his

hands contained just a few of the
many mementos he kept m his

office.
'

i-

—

“I’ve got a lot of personal

,

things,” he said. “If I had to get all
1 my personal things outr ;of the
office,* I’d have to have couple

trucks.”
*

*

t̂

H e left behind a display case

filled with some of them—in-
cluding plaques from the nations of

Israel and Argentina and a gold

trophy presented by .the depart-,

ment’s Northeast Division in 1986,

with the- inscription: “Our sincere

appreciation for the Number One
Chief of the Number One Police



DepartmenWr tion, yes/' he said.

As he boarded an elevator with -
. As for his personal police car,

three bodyguards, Gates said he “Well, I won't need a car much
still doesn't understand the coni- 3 because I'm not going anywhere. I

mission’s action.
' - **’ have my own personal vehicle/'

“I don't think there was a good Gates showed his only sign of

explanation for. it,” he said, glanc-
‘

'testiness when asked if he would

ing up at the lighted floor indicator ' have to check his gun, as a civilian

.above the elevator door, following might, when entering police head-

its path downward. “At least/ if r quarters. *

v
‘

they have one it was' not explained ‘
;
“Absolutely not,” he said quick-

to me.” ' ly. "I'm a peace officer of the state

His pace accelerated as jie
,

of California.”

reached the ground floor and head-
l .. Ever the tough cop, he said he

ed into a tunnel leading to the. had only one message for the

police garage. He said the commist: , .people, of Los Angeles: . “I'll be*

sion agreed to let him keep his : back/' .

bodyguards during the suspension. Then he stepped into the passen-

“I've had many threats against - ger seat of a late-model. Oldsmobile

my life and my family’s life, so they . and flashed a thumbs-up sign as' it

allowed me to have some protec- whisked him toward home.

GARY FRIEDMAN / Los Angeles Times

Los Angeles Police Chief Daryl F. Gates .gives a thumbs up as .he is driven from Parker Center.
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vBy Patrick McGreevy
and Rick Orlov
Xpaily News Staff Writer

t i
The Los Angeles Police Corn-

emission put Police Chief Daryl
?F. Gates on paid leave Thursday
- for at least 60 days because of
^‘serious allegations of misman-

l agement” against him over the
’ beating of Rodney King by
LAPD officers.

* After an 80-minute meeting
with the commission, a grim-

,

* faced Gates said he would chal-

, lenge the order in court, and
I Councilman Zev Yaroslavsky.

said a majority ofthe City Coun-
cil would support a move to

block the Police Commission
;from defending its action in

court.

The series of developments in

the month-long controversy over
the videotaped beating of King
threatened to thrust the city into

an unprecedented political crisis

in which Mayor Tom Bradley
and community groups demand-
ing Gates’ ouster are pitted
against the chief and the City
Council.

The March 3 beating in Lake
View Terrace was caught on vid-

eotape by a bystander and creat-

ed a national furor after it was
shown on television. It has led to

the indictment of four officers,

continuing investigations by local ,

and federal authorities into possi-

ble civil rights violations and the

appointment of a citizens com-
mission to investigate the
LAPD’s operations and struc-

ture.

Attorneys for Gates said they

will seek to prove that the fur-

lough was a result of “political

tampering” in the civil service

process by Bradley, members of
the Police Commission and
others.

“I feel that I have been'dis-

A
graced and defamed and I think

it’s a tragedy. It will not heal the

wounds of the city,” Gates said-,

when he emerged from the
closed-door commission meet-
ing. “I have no idea why this is

happening. I’m very controlled. I

always have been.”

Yaroslavsky, who has long har-

bored mayoral ambitions, rushed
vto Gates’ defense for the first

, time and said the City Council
was prepared to use its author-

-ity to override the Police Corn-
emission’s action.

“The Police Commission may
-have acted legally, but it certainly

wasn’t properly,” Yaroslavsky
said. “The charter is very clear.

. The City Council is the govern-

ing body of this city and we can
* decide whether to settle any legal

^action. If Chief Gates goes to

court tomorrow, the council
could decide to say, ‘We surren-

der.’”

,
Bradley, civil rights advocates

and others praised the decision,

.with the mayor saying the paid
suspension will give the city a

v “timeout” to heal itself in the

i
wake of public outrage over the

King beating.

“It is my hope that today’s Po-
lice Commission action will give

yus time to bridge the differences

.that have grown between us since

fthe Rodney King incident,”
Bradley said.

\J\ -



The mayor met with Gates om
Tuesday in an unsuccessful effort

to persuade him to resign and
then publicly called for the chiefs

resignation, saying the controver-

sy was tearing the city apart, and
Gates’ campaign to save his job

; was divisive.

Bradley refused to discuss the

possibility ofthe council blocking

the commission’s action, saying:

“I’m not going to comment on
something as speculative as

that.”

Deputy Mayor Mark Fabiani

added: “I think the council will

understand that, once they get

:
over the initial display of anger,

this is something that ought to

be resolved by a judge.”

After voting to put Gates on
leave, members of the Police

Commission— Dan Garcia, Me-
lanie Lomax and Sam Williams— named Assistant Chief David
D. Dotson, 57, to serve as acting

chief until it completes an inves-

tigation to determine whether
Gates should be disciplined fur-

: ther.

In being placed on inactive

duty with full pay and benefits,.

Gates was ordered by the com-
mission to remain on call at his

home and to refrain from taking

-any action as chief of police,

.
While on leave, he will continue

to draw his salary of $14,000 a

month.
Garcia said the commission

acted because of “serious allega-

tions of mismanagement and/or
neglect of duty” against Gates
and because it is “contrary to the

best interest of the department
for the chief of police to remain
on active duty.”

“This assignment to inactive

duty is not a disciplinary or puni-

tive action and reflects no con-
clusion whatsoever as to whether
AVe will charge or discipline the

chief in the future,” he said.

The commission will investi-

gate to determine whether
charges should be brought against

Gates for “mismanagement, ne-

glect of duty or any other breach
of duty,” Garcia said.

Civil rights advocates and
some elected officials have called

on Gates to resign, saying his re-

sponse to the King beating and
his actions and comments over
the years — including a state-

ment that blacks are more prone
to injury from chokeholds than
“normal people” — have en-
couraged brutality among police

But he added later, *T would
not dispute their authority. I un-

derstand that would be insubor-

dination.”

Gates has acknowledged that

insubordination could be
grounds for suspension without

pay or firing.

The attorneys representing

Gates, Jay Grodin and Harry G.

Melkonian, said they will go to

court Monday to seek a reinstate-

ment order and an order to show
cause.

Melkonian said Gates will seek

a full"evidentiary hearing, which

might take as long as 30 days to

schedule, rather than a tem-
porary restraining order that

would put Gates back on active

duty immediately.

The full hearing could include

testimony or depositions from
Mayor Bradley, his staff, council

members and commissioners
who could show what/went on
behind the scenes that led to the

commission’s action, said Mel-

konian.

Gates said he believes Bradley

orchestrated the efforts to sus-

pend him— a charge the mayor
has denied.

“I said before that I have to be-

officers.

Garcia cited two sections of

the City Charter as the legal au-

thority for placing Gates on
leave.

Section 78 gives the commis-
sion power “to supervise, con-

trol, regulate and manage the de-

partment.” Section 79A says the

commission “may issue instruc-

tions to the general manager of

its department concerning his ex-

ercise of any of the powers con-

ferred upon him by the charter.”

Garcia also cited Section
3/840.10 of the LAPD 1991
Manual that permits an employ-

ee to be placed on inactive duty

“when it is contrary to the best

interests ofthe department for an
employee to continue their regu-

lar duties pending an investiga-

tion.”

Gates, 64, a 42-year LAPD vet-

eran who has served as chief for

13 years, was handed the order

near the end ofthe meeting.

He said the commission did
not provide him with specific

charges on which the action was
based.

“None whatsoever,” he said.

“I think it js illegal and inap-

propriate,” Gates said.



-lievelhat;” Gates said. “I didn’t

think so at first. He (Bradley) told

me he wasn’t but now I must ad-

mit that I do not believe him any
longer. I think this has been well-

orchestrated.”

Commissioners denied they
were influenced by Bradley.

“I think you can be assured
that all of us acted independent-
ly, based upon our own evalu-
ation of the totality of circum-
stances,” Garcia said.

.
Commissioners said they con-

sulted with three members of the

City Attorney’s Office before
making their decision, and said

they had no obligation to bend to

the wishes of City Council mem-
bers.

Council members, however,
said they believe there are
enough votes to deny the Police

'Commission the ability to retain

private attorneys to defend itself

against a challenge from Gates.

The City Attorney’s Office is

*, unable to represent the commis-
sion against Gates because it is

defending him in a number of
other actions brought against the

^department.

As a result, the commission
has decided to hire the New York
firm of Skadd and Arps, Yaro-

f slavsky said.

Assistant City Attorney John
Haggerty said there never has.

been a case in which the council-

Refused to hire an attorney for a;

city agency. But Haggerty said^
die council can override the Po-;>

dice Commission on the matter. ’

? Police commissioners could
not serve as their own attorneys

or retain counsel without* council

approval, Haggerty said. “Any
outside counsel has to have the
.council’s consent.”.

‘

Yaroslavsky said the commis-
sion has not established that it!

acted properly in putting Gates
on leave.

“There is a rush to judgment,”
Yaroslavsky said. “Frankly, I’m,

increasingly troubled by the per-;

ception, ifnot the reality, that the’

chief is not being treated fairly. I

believe this incredibly inflames
the situation in this city, not only
racially, not only politically, but
as far as our police officers are

concerned.” .

Council president John Fer-:

raro said he was angry with the
commission’s action because he
had asked Garcia and Lomax to

delay their decision.
.

'

“Dan Garcia called me in the
morning and told me what they
were going to do and I was’
shocked,” Ferraro said. “I called

back and talked with him and
Melanie Lomax and asked them,;
as the governing body ofthe city,:

-to hold offtheir decision until we
could talk about it with them.”

Ferraro also had a letter hand-
delivered to the commission ask--

ing them to delay the decision
until the commission and Gates’
could meet with the council to-

day.
,

-

- “I must say that Dan Garcia
-hesitated,’’ Ferraro said. “But he
?said he felt' the commission had
to act' It was almost like he was
‘being forced to act.”

' *> r

**
'

*"
* - '-i:

WHAT GATES WAS ORDERED TO DO-
City officials refused to spell oui the tehris of ’the Pdiice Commission’s

^order of administrative leava to Police Chief Daryl F. Gates,, butpolice

Officials and the chief’s-attorneys set down these rules:.
: Jr%

STAYINfi HOME: The order says to Gates^

-duty in your home, ordered to rerhaih pn cail, Bndbrdered fto/r§fraij^dm-

[|actirig in any Pplice Department officiai capacrty/’ It Gates wants td
^attend ah event duringjhe middle of the.dayyhe will have to ^et perrnis^

sipn fromActing Chief David,Cots6m^:
^^^^ C V

AFTER HOURS: Gates mhy partici^ such aS support railieS

;and cpurt hearings fpf his challenge to the ruling, .as Ipng^as they. -are

^afterhours'and ftp [snotrepresehtinghimseifasthe chieldf police.
-

fPOOCE CONTACTlGates is allowed!to Contact PoIiceDepartment empioyV
>.ees but is hot aiiowed to conduct depadment business with them. :

- ;

BADGE ANDGUN: Because,Gates has been assigned to inactlve duty and
has not been.removed frpm the police -force, he wilt be allowed to keep
;;hispolicebadgeandgunduringthepenod ?heison;leave;

Daily News staff writer Tony
Knight contributed to this stoty*
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4 MARCH 3: A beating given unarmed biack mo-
7 torist Rodney King by three police officersin V

£ bake View terrace Is captured/on home vi- 4
/ deo;> Gates calls the beating an ‘‘aberration” ;;

/ but warns against prejudging the officers in* 4"

volved. .

- *

; V :
' 7

MARCH 7: Gates announces he- wiil ^eek feK "4

7 bny assault charges against the officers; Com- /
[ rnunity activists urge swift and harsh discipline;’'4

^ for the officers, and the ‘American Civil Liber- -

;

;

ties Union calls for. Gates to resign. 'I’m not
going,” Gates said; ‘If: anything, this is a time

f;

; for strength of leadership. I provide that lead- 4
ershjp fo this organization/’ : V 4; 4 v

J

,
MARCH 9: In,a videotaped messagetohiS; pffi- 7

" cers, Gates refuses to resign and vows to bVer*'"4
come the King controversy. “I’m going to be

; here for a long period of time and t will be ^
v''hereto make sure what 1 say is done and (that) >

> /the image of this departmentis restored and we”
'

y caithold our heads high once again,” / — 4
/MARCH 13: Gates compares his critics to op- /

4 ponents of the U.S.-led Persian Gulf Wan !Tm
^ kind of proud of the fact that most of thepeb-
4 pie who disliked (Seorge Bush and dibtiked yihat ,,

4, we were doing in the Middfe East and giving
1

him
, *

^>hell, 'they!re the same peoplewho are attacking ^
t

4 .4

: ; MARCH 14: As thi grand jury indicts four bffP
**

' cers .for the ming beating, civil rights and black /

7 .community leaders confront Gates at a Police

;

>, Gornmission hearing. “I resent the implication" -

/ /that I am somehow racist,’’ Gates said; ‘Tve a!- *

: /ways resented that. lam not.” :V 4 J p

•
• V

1
//MMliil

//MARCH 20; ln an angry exchange with' City pbtih-

/; cjl members, Gates defends his department and
says a failure to support his officers' could

‘Q weaken police protection. City Councilman-Mh
/chaelWoo asks Gates If his remarks a re,meant

,

i

as a.threst to withhold.police services ifcouncil
4 members ^oppose the chief “That is the most
- insultirig thing I have heard bn this council
feffpbr/”Qates tells Woo. '

- /4 4 /
l MARCH 21: Gates says he would retire bhlyrafter
f he restores public confkiencemthelAPD/’fm ,

5 not going/to go out in a cloud after >il thbse,
>

J';yeara;’hesaid;
, V

'

|;MARCH24: At a rally in hls support, ihe chief ;

P/says>the videotape of King’s beating has been
4 overplayed on television and could'jeopardize a

/ fair trial for officers involved. ""No one is more
; upset with the officers mvolved than I am,: put

/'/ , ' ;

'

' / y
- " -

‘
,

*' ; ' Scott Harrity/Oaiiy News

police :Ghlef;pm\ F; Gates Jast month/af a ^/lynchet^: at the Pplicei Academy,
- '///. / '/v \ ^ x

x
• y

y

s
1

iy a y ' >y l ' y*/ yy^ -v, Cyy/v
/

'

' ,ypu knpw;^^theyldeserye^a fairbeer^ and they
,
*?like tb see'hfe ms*gh.4,>Gates responds^

k

cannot have a, fair trial Iffhat continues to be ‘'Everybodyhastheir opinion/Councilman Woo
played oyer and over again/* ,

' :‘/y has his opinion.”/ ;
*

, 4 v . . ;;

v

;

MARCH 24:
>

MayorTomBradleysuggests that APRA. 1: Bradleyformsa commission foreview /

Gates retire to help ih Vhealing the city/* Irt his ihe LAPD: '
i . '47

v

reply,/Gates says,. ‘Hfiis controversy over
’should the chief stay or gd* is counterproduc- APRA 2: Bradley calls oh Gates to resign, ac-^ :

tivb :i wish we could get 'beyond it. Itwiil cusinghimbfhurtingtheLAPD.SaysGates> ‘‘l\

subside because this chief is hot going aby- don’t ;believe that 8;300 officers will foiipw the y

virherb4

'

y*> - ^ycJ' ^ 4y 7; rv mayoranywhere.” ; / yvv : y<y l

-y;./

APRIL 4: Gates is ordered to take a 60-day /
pajd iebverpf absence b^ the pblice Corpmis- —
siorn ”! haventi any tdea/Vhy this is happen//
ing, no idea whatsoever. Perhaps the Board of

, Police Commissioners can expiaihthat;” Gates-

;says/
u
We’ll

^

talk aboutM of this ia court/* /

MARCH 27: Gates bhhbuhces a 10/ppint^lan io

\

pyerhpuflhe LAPP; includingfhe appointment
of a commission to help review procedures in

r
the wake phthe King mcident. .//

:

^ \
^

MARCH 27: Wpo calls for Gates to step down,

and Councilrftan .Marvin; Braude says he/^uid

WHERE COUNCIL MEMBERS STAND
/Here is how members of the Los Angeles City Couricil stand oh deny^
>fng the,Police CommissionJegai counselfodefend its furlough ofPo- *

^ liceChief Daryl F. Gates. : /
/" '! * V/ \ .

:W City Council members who saidfhey support the plan to thwart the
Police Commission furlough of pates are Zev VbrPslavsky, John Fer-

rarbr JoeiyWac^s./Joy Pious, EmahivBemardi, Ha Bernson :and Joan
TMilke Fiores. All ibut Fiores, represent ;parts pf the S,an Fernando Vat

;

/|ey.-4y-. '/=/ n /. :

Councilman 'Marvirf Braude, who also represents part of the Valley; .

is leaningtpwarbsupportinglhep spokeswomanisaid. ,

/ Councilman Robert Farrell said he is undecided while Councilman
,

/Nate Holden said he wants to pet more information from the Police

/Cqrnaiission on how itreached its decision. : /
1

-

Councli .members Ruth Galanter and RIchard Alatorre did not return

telephone cajls; '/ 4'/
/

'; / 7/- 4, ^

'

?3i Counciimah Michael Woo, who also repfesents part of4he Valley,

/js the oniy council member who has called for Gates Co resign.
4' '



..Flanked by his lawyer, left, and bodyguard, Police Chief Daryl F. G;
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Janitors urge
Gates to quit

By Mary Ann Huser
STAFF WRITER

Century City janitors beaten during a
clash with police last summer joined a
growing chorus of voices Thursday calling

for the resignation of Los Angeles police
Chief Daryl Gates.

Union leaders claimed that more ‘than
40 janitors — all of them Hispanid —
were treated for injuries ranging from a
skull fracture to a miscarriage during the
melee on Olympic Boulevard in June.

Their experience contradicts Gates’
claim that the beating of motorist Rod-
ney King was an aberration, the janitors
said at a news conference at the Century
City Shopping Center.

“It’s much harder for Gates to refute
systemic problems when you look at po-
lice treatment of Latinos and refugees,”
said Jono Shaffer, an organizer for the
Service Employees International Union
which represents the janitors.

“I firmly believe that the decision to
break up the demonstration was racist,”

Shaffer said. “If the workers were white,
the police would have rolled out the red
carpet.”

Shaffer said two of the injured janitors

have not been able to work because of
their injuries — including Ramon Mejia,
who was shown in a graphic news photo-
graph as he was clubbed from behind by
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{
Strikers were beaten

;

by police last June
;

two helmeted officers.

Union members claim police shouted
. racial slurs before and during the demon-

;
|

stration. When Hector Alvarado told an

i

1 officer that he had a First Amendment
right to assemble and 4enmnstrate, he
said the officer told him, “These are your

;
,
f—ing rights, lousy Mexicans.”

1

i Assistant police Chief Jesse Brewer
said a week later that the officers had the

; right to stop the demonstration because !

|
|

marchers were tying up traffic and
planned to engage in illegal activities.

“They were told they were going to

!
disrupt Century City. They were plan-

|

ning to block the entrances to the build-

i ings,” Brewer said.
j

I
On June 15, about 200 janitors and

|

their supporters were met by police in i

riot gear as they marched from nearby
i Roxbury Park to the high-rise office en-

j

clave. As they walked up Olympic Boule-

|

vard, they stayed on sidewalks at first,

I

but as they turned onto Century Park
j

East they found their way blocked by a
police line, forcing the marchers into the

I

intersection.

A videotape of the demonstration dis-

tributed by the union Thursday shows a
marcher being hit in the back of his head

j

U4A-IA-



firmly believe that

the decision to break

up the demonstration

was racist.

| — Jono Shaffer

Union organizer

, as he walked away from the police line.

Other demonstrators were knocked down

by officers who continued to hit them

with batons as they tried to crawl away.
1

Forty demonstrators were arrested during

the noontime march.

t
A Police Commission investigation of

the confrontation found that officers

overreacted when they waded into the

crowd, but the commission also blamed

union organizers for being so secretive

about their plans that the police were not

fully prepared.

Some 150 marchers have filed a $75

million claim against the police depart-

ment, accusing officers of assault and

battery, violating their First Amendment
rights, intentional infliction of emotional

distress and negligent supervision.
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Acting police chief I

called ‘quiet’ leader

daily news
Edition ;

F*I- APRIL 5, 1991
Front Section, Page 12

Ti,,e . ACTING POLICE CHIEF CALLEE
i

'

"QUIET" LEADER

haracter:
CIVIL RIGHTS

By John Polich business of policing the city,” Dot-

and Patrick McGreevy son said. “That will be my goal and

Daily News Staff Writers really the thrust ofmy efforts in the

next several days.”

Interim Police Chief David D. Dotson is a 33-year veteran and
Dotson is a quiet administrator—cme-ef^heTlepartment’s two assis-

whose manner owes little to that of tant chiefs.

the man he was chosen to replace

for the next 60 days, the outspoken
ChiefDaryl F. Gates.

•

, Dotson, 58, was" appointed to

head the department Thursday by
the city Police Commission, which

‘t placed Gates on a 60-day paid

!

' leave while considering disciplinary

• charges against him in the wake of-

•the Rodney King beating.
- “We intend to get back in the

David D. Dotson
Raised by colleagues
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Commission president Dan Gar-
cia would not discuss why Dotson
was appointed over Assistant Chief-

Bob Vernon, who has more seniori-

ty than Dotson.

Colleagues praised Dotson as a
hard-working leader who keeps
himself out of ihe spotlight.

“I think he’s a low-profile guy.

He’s never been flamboyant or
flashy,” said Jack B. White, a for-

... - r ^

“* mer LAPD commander who now
heads the bureau ofinvestigation in

the county District Attorney’s Of-
fice. “He’s never been one to seek
out publicity.” -

i Gates’ comments about minori-

; ties have drawn criticism from City

;
Council members, Hispanics,

|
blacks and civil libertarians.

* White, who was .Dotson’s patrol

car partner in the late 1950s, said

Dotson would deal with “acute
problems” such as the King investi-

gation but probably will not consid-

er wholesale changes in the depart-

ment’s policies or structure,

“He’s quiet and he’s effective,”

said Deputy Chief Ron Frankie,

APR 12 1991
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head of the LAPD’s Operations
Headquarters Bureau.
Dotson is a native of Des

Moines, Iowa. He joined the LAPD
as a patrol officer in 1958.. He rose
to sergeant in 1964 and command-
er 10 years later.

' ^

Dotson has held a dozen differ-

ent commands, including the
Operations Valley Bureau, Central
Detectives and the Personnel and
Training Bureau. He became an as-

sistant chief in 1985 when Gates
named him to head the Office of
Administrative Services.

Earlier this month, Dotson was
named director of the Office 6f
Special Services, which includes in-

ternal discipline, intelligent

^terrorism, narcotics, vice, labu. x

lations and other functions. \

'

Dotson said he talked to Gates,

before the commission acted.

“It’s overwhelming and very
gratifying that my 33 years of ser-

vice were recognized,” Dotson said.

.

“Chief Gates is a friend of mine.
We have a long, friendly relation-

ship.”

Dotson said he planned to send a
message to police officers urging
them to keep up their standard of
service.

Daily News Staff Writer Tom
r Chomeau contributed to this story.
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By PENELOPE McMILLAN
and RICH CONNELL
TIMES STAFF WRITERS -

Separate commissions set up by Los Angel-
es Mayor Tom Bradley and Police Chief Daryl
F. Gates to investigate the city Police Depart-
ment were merged Thursday as the fierce

political battle between the mayor and the
chief escalated.

The heads of the panels—former Deputy
Secretary of State Warren Christopher and
retired state Supreme Court Justice John
Arguelles—said they were seeking to -dis-

tance themselves from the clash as the Police

Commission forced Gates to take a leave.

Meanwhile, The Times found that two
appointees of Bradley to the Christopher
Commission were involved in recent efforts to

obtain a lucrative city contract for a Lock-
heed Corp. subsidiary. And two city council-

men said this raises questions about the
independence of the two appointees.

The chief, under pressure to resign after

the police beating of Rodney G. King, last

week named Arguelles to head a panel to

examine department practices. Bradley fol-

lowed this week by naming Christopher to

head a second blue-ribbon investigating com-
mission.

Confusion and questions about independ-
ence had surrounded both of the hastily

created panels. The merger came after a

or
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series of discussions had achieved a rare point

of agreement between Gates and Bradley in

the month-old crisis.

“In order to maximize the commission's

contribution to the community/' Christopher

and Arguelles said in a joint statement, “we
must concentrate on making an objective and

thorough study of the fundamental long-term

issues without being drawn into the’-fcon-

troversy over the tenure of Chief Gates/'

The unification is intended to bolster public

confidence in the inquiry and its inde-

pendence.
. However, records and interviews show that

two Bradley appointees to the new nine-

member panel—former Lockheed Corp.

Chairman Roy A. Anderson and lawyer-lob-

byist Mickey Kantor—have met with Coun-
cilman Nate Holden and other city officials

regarding a $49-million contract for its sub-

sidiary, Lockheed Information -Management
Services Co.; to process parking tickets. -

• Holden, chairman of the council committee
reviewing the proposed contract, said he had
doubts about the independence of the two
commission members.
“They've got to do what the man [Bradley]

tells them because they want the big con-

tract/' he said.

Councilman Hal Bernson, another member
of the committee reviewing the contract; said

the pending contract “does raise some con-

flicts questions/'

/ v fbi/doj
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Records show Anderson and other .Lock-

heed officials have ,met with Bradley four

times in recent years. Kantor, who said

Bradley called him to invite him to serve on
the police investigation panel, recalled one
meeting last year in the mayor’s office in

which Lockheed’s handling of parking tickets

was discussed.

But he and Anderson denied that the

pending contract would influence their con- .
,

duct on the Christopher Commission. Ander-

^

son resigned from the Lockheed board of

directors in January but still has a consulting

contract.

“Mr. Anderson's, and I hope my reputation,

are both beyond reproach,” said Kantor. “We
would not do anything on this commission
that would be colored by that particular

contract.”

Said Anderson: “The parking contract is

entirely separate [from the Christopher Com-
mission’s work]. I don’t want any taint on the

commission. I'd get off the commission if I

thought there was going to be any taint.”

Bradley's office refused to answer ques-
tions about the mayor’s meetings with Lock-
heed officials—nor would a spokeswoman say
what the mayor knew about the efforts of

Kantor and Anderson on behalf of LIMS.
Bradley spokeswoman Val Bunting said in a

statement: “This commission and each of its

members will withstand the toughest scruti-

ny. The mayor and Warren Chris-
topher agreed upon each member
of the commission because of their
impeccable credentials.”

-The Lockheed subsidiary's per-
formance came under fire last year
’ yhen The Times reported that
i!226.6 million in parking fines had
gone uncollected in Los Angeles.
Although LIMS was the high bid-
der for a new five-year contract
Jast year, city transportation offi-

cials recommended the firm.

The Times reported last month
that the FBI is examining the
parking ticket contract.. Sources
said agents asked two mid-level
LIMS employees whether any city
officials had requested or been
given money. The FBI declined to
comment, but Lockheed officials

said they have been assured by
federal officials that the firm is not
being investigated. .

Gates on Thursday said the
Christopher and Arguelles panel
are a "good group.”

It also was announced Thursday
that two new commission members
had been appointed, attorney Wil-
lie Barnes, a former state cor-
porations commissioner, and Rich-

.

ard M. Mosk, a former judge who
served as a member of the Warren
Commission.

Stepping down from the panel
was James H. Zumberge, the re-

cently retired president of USC,
who noted another USC dean is

already serving.



I
0*350 (Rev. 5-8*81)
h ‘> >

(fnffl&e page, name of

newspaper, city and state.)

(Mount Clipping in Space Betow)

Word on Removal Spreads

hiickly in South-Central L.A

Edition;

LOS ANGELES TIMES
.
FRI APRIL 5, 1991

"FRONT SECTION, PAGE 22

WORD ON REMOVAL SPREADS
QUICKLY IN SOUTH-CENTRAL

L.A

Reaction: Many in

community approve of

commission action. Others

voice sympathy for

embattled police chief.

j

By CHARISSEJONES
ANDJOHN MITCHELL
TIMES STAFF WRITERS

Elnora Cole was going door to

door, gathering signatures to re-

move Police Chief Daryl F. Gates

from office, when she learned the

chief had been put on a leave of

absence.
; ‘‘You have got to be kidding, I

can't believe it,” said Cole, a 71-

year-old retired nurse. "This will

make the city a better place. It will

restore confidence in the police.

: Cole savored the moment, and

then resumed knocking on doors,

gathering more signatures. Now,
she said, was no time to stop: A
temporary leave of absence wasn't

enough.

^ "He should have been fired,”

Cole said.

From the moment a videotape

showed black motorist Rodney G.

fCing being beaten by white police

officers, the incident struck a

strong emotional chord in South

Los Angeles, a section of the city

Where many residents say they

have known victims like him. In a
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Carolyn Bruce expressed sympathy for the police chief, but said he

must heed community voices who believe it is time for a change.

place where residents have long

felt their complaints of police abuse

have gone unheeded, ministers and
community leaders have helped 1

lead the call for Gates' resignation.

When the Police Commission
.decided Thursday to put the veter-

an police chief on leave of absence,

word spread quickly among the
people who gathered in restau-

rants, browsed in bookstores and

shopped at a Crenshaw Boulevard

shopping mall.

A group of teachers were dis-

cussing the beating over lunch at

the Baldwin Hills Crenshaw Plaza

. when they got the news. They
broke out in applause.

“The whole incident is confirma-

tion that this sort of thing goes on

la-
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all the time,” said Margaret Bib-
bins, a sixth-grade teacher at

Woodcrest Elementary School.

"Los Angeles has a history of

police brutality/’

Bibbins said the children she

teaches in South Los Angeles grow
up knowing that the police can be

brutal. "One of my students saw
the police shoot a man. It’s some-
thing you don't forget/’ she said.

Dwayane Hester, a 21 -year-old

microbiology student at UCLA,
said that while Gates might not be

directly responsible for the beat-

ing, the chief has set a tone that

allowed it to happen.

"If there was no videotape the

whole thing would have been
swept under the rug by the chief of

police/’ Hester said.

"Gates has to go. It starts from
the top and the only way to change
the department is to begin with the

chief."

But a black police sergeant in the

Southwest Division had mixed
feelings,

"I think it's time for the chief to

retire, but I don’t think he should

be forced to go/’ said the sergeant,

who did not want to give his name.
"The chief is not the larger

issue,” he said. "The problem is

deeper, and changing the chief will

not change the attitudes in the
department/’

While few doubted that Gates
bore some responsibility for the

- actions of his officers, -some ques-

tioned the fairness of the commis-

sion's singling him out.

“I know that he is over Ipolice

officers] but he can’t control them
at all times/' said Sophia J. Ward as

she sat on a bench and rested from

a morning of shopping. "I feel he

should have a chance. If he's

wrong, I’m sure he’s realized it, and

if they'd give him the chance, he'd

make things better/’

C arolyn Bruce, who sells T-

shirts with religious slogans in

the Baldwin Hills Crenshaw Plaza,

said the suspension was good be-

cause it would give Gates time to

reflect on his duties and his depart-

ment, but that he should not be

forced out. .

"He's only one person. He can't

watch everybody," Bruce said,

leafing through a newspaper on the

counter of her booth.

Bruce said that while she sym-
pathized with Gates, he needed to

heed the voices in the community

who believe it is time for change.

. Most agreed with Elnora Cole,

who predicted that the suspension

would not slow down the move-
ment to recall the chief.

"Gates should go/’ she said. "I

lost faith in him as soon as he said

[King's beating] was an aberration.

We know it wasn't/'



ft)-350 (Rev. 5-8-81)

(indicate page, name of

newspaper, city and state.)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

Acting chiefsays
he’s ‘caretaker

’

By Howard $. Gantman
COPLEY NEWS SERVICE

Assistant Police Chief David Dotson, a 33-year
Los Angeles police veteran, seemed almost em-
barrassed as he was called into a Police Commis-
sion meeting Thursday and placed in ^charge of
the LApD while Chief Daryl Gates is on forced
leave.

With dozens of television cameras trying to spy
on what was transpiring as various LAPD offi-

cials and lawyers went in and out of the confi-
dential commission meeting, Dotson quietly wait-

<ejd his turn.
'** Finally, after Gates was besieged by the
rpamera crews and reporters, the media
^turned their attention to Dotson and he
responded evenly, thoughtfully and care-
fully to the questions about how he would
restore the shattered morale of the 8,300-
member department.
The key, Dotson said, was to get officers

“to concentrate on their roles as servers
"and protectors of the city. They have got to
believe they are effective.”

“The officers of this department identify
closely with their chief and they are sad-
nclened,” Dotson said. “I think the events of
Lihe past four weeks have, no question, had
•in* effect on the morale of this depart-

ment.”
#

^Despite the controversy over the March
'^fbeating of black motorist Rodney King
Joy white officers, Dotson insisted that the
jLAPD remained a “model department.”

on
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Dotson said he considered himself a
“steward, caretaker, interim manager in
Gates’ absence and added, “I will not be
revolutionary about what I do.”
He said his goal was “to manage the

affairs of this department in such a way
that the people of this city do not see any
diminishment in the services they are pro-
vided.” .

Avoiding confrontation

Where Gates would look closely into the
eyes of reporters and almost dare them to
ask a tough question, Dotson sought to
avoid confrontations, and he repeatedly de-
flected queries about Gates.

“I am not going to now or probably in
the near future make any comments re-
garding the actions of this board this morn-
ing or the controversy that surrounds the
chief of police or the board action in thiB
matter,” Dotson said.

One high-ranking LAPD member, who
asked not to be identified, called Dotson a
“quiet survivor” who has stayed out of the
interdepartmental politics that have forced
a number of other top officials to leave the

FBI/ DOJ



department
3

^

As director of the Office of Administra-
tive Services, Dotson is one of two LAPD
assistant chiefs. The other is Robert Ver-
non, the department’s second-in-command
who has more seniority and normally would
be named acting chief.

But Vernon has been the center of con-

troversy over his role in a police spying

scandal in the mid-1980s and for his al-

leged involvement in using a department
computer to gather and disseminate infor-

mation against a political activist during a
Pasadena city election.

Dotson, who will celebrate his 58th
birthday Tuesday, said he agreed to take

the new post for at least 60 days or “as

long as they wish me to remain.”

Dotson became an LAPD officer in 1958.

He lives in Newhall, is married and has two
sons and a daughter.

Dotson became a deputy chief in 1980
and made assistant chief in 1985, originally

as director of the Office of Special Services,

a unit overseeing vice, narcotics, internal

affairs, organized crime, public affairs and
the anti-drug DARE program.

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

David Dotson, left, talks with reporters Thurs-
day after appointment as interim chief, as

* D§ryJ Gates, right, was forced to take a leave.

Says Bradley orchestrated the vote
By Howard S. Gantman
COPLEY NEWS SERVICE

Los Angeles Police Chief Daryl GateB was or-
dered to take a paid administrative leave Thurs-
day for at least 60 days in a move that further
divided a city polarized by the aftermath of the
Rodney King beating.

Gates, a 42-year LAPD veteran, called the ac-
tion by the Police Commission “illegal and inap-
propriate” and vowed to file a lawsuit on Mon-
day to get his job back. He also blamed Mayor
Tom Bradley for “orchestrating” the vote.

“I feel that I have been disgraced and defamed
and I think it is a tragedy,” Gates said. “It will
not heal the wounds of the city.”

Striking Janitors beaten by police last June' In
Century City have demanded that Daryl Gates
quit as police chief./A3

Several City Council members said they were
so outraged by the panel’s action that they plan
to hold a special hearing today to examine ways
to force the commission to return Gates to the
post he has held for 13 years.

“I think it is a very callous, total disregard for
the great service the chief has given this city,”

said Council President John Ferraro.

This could include a form of end run around



commission by immediately set-
j^ling Gates* lawsuit and allowing him
"to return or refusing to pay legal bills

;
tor ‘some private attorneys the panel
{mi sought for the court proceedings'
-Eerraro said.

'5^6 commission's action came two
‘.fays after Bradley called for Gates*
^resignation.

r the chiefs refusal to step down
aet the stage for the vote Thursday

the mayoral-appointed commis-
-Sion to place Gates on “home assign-
ment until investigations of the vid-
;eoteped police beating of King and
pther allegations of mismanagement
t-and breach of duty by the chief could
be concluded.

Councilman Joel Wachs accused
Bradley and his panel of bending city
•policy in an attempt to drive his
4*>ngtime critic from office.

since Richard Nixon has any-
employed the ends justifying the

‘ineans as we have seen in this case,”
-Wachs said.

*** really troubled by the way
.things are moving and the way things

happening,” Councilman Zev
Yaroslavsky said. “There is a rush to
judgment here.”
~3But the mayor, meeting with re-
porters at Los Angeles International
Airport after a trip to Sacramento,
Hid the commission’s action was
jamely and necessary.

^Provides ‘time out’

punitive in nature and results in no'
loss of pay or benefits for Chief
Gates,” Garcia said.

“More importantly, it should not
be taken by the public as reflecting
any conclusion as to whether the
chief should be charged or disci*
plined in the future.”
Newly appointed Commissioner

Stanley Sheinbaum was out of town
and did not participate in the vote.
The mayor has allowed the fifth posi-
tion to remain open for more than a
month.
The 64-year-old chief earns

.
$168,000 a year but he said he took
no joy in being 'able to continue to
earn the large salary while staying off
the job.

Feels ‘humiliation*

..7 “-The reassignment of Chief Gates
fimply provides a ‘time out’ until the
investigation reaches a fair and
speedy conclusion,” Bradley said. “It
Jsjmy hope that today’s Police Com-

on acfi°n will give us all time to
-bridge the differences that have
|town between us since the Rodney
King incident.”

'“^omm*S8‘on President Dan Garcia
and panel members Melanie Lomax
Jnd Sam Williams met with reporters
;*Ker their closed-session meeting,
- S refused to spell out any specific
charges against Gates.

j emphasize this action is not

“I feel a great deal of humiliation
it,” Gates said as he left his

office known as the “corner pocket”m Parker Center police headquarters.
But as he stepped into the elevator,

the chief said, “I’ll be back, you bet-
cha.”

Harry Melkonian, one of two pri-
vate attorneys hired by the chief,
said he would not immediately seek a
temporary restraining order Monday
to have the chief returned to office.
Instead, Melkonian said, he would

seek a full hearing as soon as possiblem which Bradley, the commissioners
and all other parties involved in the
plot” against Gates would be re-

quired to testify.

The commission chose Assistant
Chief David Dotson, 57, as interim
head of the department while Gates
remains on leave. Dotson is a 33-year
LAPD veteran.

Sen. Ed Davis, R-Valencia, a for-
mer LAPD chief who often battled
the city’s political leaders, said the
move against Gates was unfortunate
because it shifts the focus from the
King beating to the mayor, Police
Commission and police chief and
leaves a power vacuum at a time
strong leadership is needed to restore
confidence in the department.

.“A police department, of all agen-
cies, needs leadership, and now it’s
going to be unclear who’s the leader.
A brand new leader can’t go in the
first day and come up with all solu-
tions,” Davis said.

As word spread of the commission’s
action, police officers and police sup-
porters expressed anger and disbelief
that such an action could be taken
without a full public hearing on spe-
cific charges.

‘It almost feels like an officer get-
ting killed. It is real depressing,” said
Officer Tim Wunderlich.
Some officers began wearing black

tape oyer their badges in honor of
the chief and others began twlUng
about a sick-out or work slowdown
next week.

Joy in black community
But members of the black commu-

nity and civil rights groups who have
been demanding Gates ouster said
the chiefs leave was a first step in
overhauling a department they
claimed is plagued by racism and
brutality.

“It is a very good day in Los Ange-
les, said Danny Bakewell, president
of the Brotherhood Crusade. “I think
that what the commission did was
what we have been calling on them to
do for the last month. But the story
is not over, the chief has not yet been
fired.”

• Ramona Ripston, head of the
Southern. California chapter of the
American Civil Liberties Union,
praised the panel.
“I think that it’s a sincere effort to

mend the damage that has been done
to the reputation of our city and our
police force,” she said.

.
Although Bradley and the commis-

sioners said they had hoped that
sending Gates home would help the
healing process after the King beat-
big, a political firestorm soon was
raging throughout the city.

(

Contributing to this report was
staff writer Donna Littlejohn.
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War on Crime?

Police: City Hall politicians

think their constituents would

rather look the other way as <
long as the LAPD is fighting

"v

real bad guys.

By Ron Curran

I

n the wake of the Rodney King
controversy, Police Chief Daryl P.

Gates and Los Angeles City Council

members are taking sharply diverging

paths toward the same end: political

self-preservation. Gates came out swing-

ing to save his job. Council members—
many of them facing primary challengers

Tuesday—initially came out silent on
Gates' tenure to preserve their own. The
outrage they have finally shown has not

been toward Gates but toward Mayor
Tom Bradley and'the Police Commission.

It took Bradley's calling for Gates'

resignation and his commissioners sus-

pending the chief for 60 days to provoke
the council into a higher profile in the

matter of the police beating of King;

“If we want to have a test of wills in

this building about who runs the city,”

Councilman Zev Yaroslavsky told report-

ers after the suspension, “I think you're

about to get your answer. It will be a very
interesting civics lesson.” Even though
Yaroslavsky and his council colleagues

are finding a voice now, it remains one of

reaction to Bradley and Gates. Uppermost
in the council members' minds in trying

to head off Gates' suspension is their

constituents' concern with crime, or more
important, its effect on their political

futures.

Someone unfamiliar with the City Hall

power structure and its pervasive politi-

cal pragmatism ‘might have anticipated at

. least some degree of challenge of Gates

from the City Council at its only face-to-

face confrontation with the chief in late

March. Certainly there were enough an-

gry citizens there calling for Gates' resig-

nation. By the time of that meeting,

members had seen the playing and re-

playing of the videotape of police beating

King for nearly three weeks.

‘ Throughout the chief's 13-year tenure,

they had heard what he himself described

as “inelegant” comments about African-

Americans—and just about everyone else

different from himself—and paid millions

of dollars in excessive-force damages. In

fact, Gates was before the council that

day to explain why the' city had just

authorized another $625,000 settlement.

That council members never specifical-

ly summoned Gates to explain the King
case, however, should have been a clue to

their reluctance to take on the chief.

When Gates finally appeared, liberal and
conservative council members alike went
out ot their way to preface even mild

criticism with praise for the department

and sympathy for the tough job its

officers face. The fractious council had
finally found something it could agree

on—the political peril of even appearing

to challenge the police chief, given the
r

city's current fear-of-crime 'climate and
despite the King beating.

Many council members insist they're

: only reflecting the views of a majority of

their constituents, and there’s some va-

lidity to that. The most recent Times poll,,

conducted last week, showed that only

27% of Los Angeles residents now believe

that Gates should resign immediately

,

over the King beating. That is a slight

decrease from a poll three weeks ago in

which 31% wanted him to go right away.

Another 37% hedged by saying he should

if his officers are found guilty. Many
people still feel that protecting their civil

liberties from police abuse is less immedi-
ately important ^than protecting their

person and property from criminals.

In theory, they think the King beating

was wrong. In practice, they're willing to

accept it as collateral damage in the war
on crime.

Another reason cited for not challeng-

ing Gates is the fear that, despite the

chief's assertion to the contrary, he might
punish a district whose representative

challenges him by cutting police.services.

Special programs conducted in conjunc-

tion with his department—such as efforts

to track down slumlords—could be dis-

continued and response to district needs

could take longer.

“A lot of people want Gates to go, but

an equal number are saying, ‘If beating a

Rodney King helps the cops keep people

from stealing my car stereo, I'll look the

otjier way,' ” says a council aide. “They
also don't want their councilperson going
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after Gates if it in any way might hurt the
delivery of police services to their neigh-
borhood. It’s a real factor that we have to
consider.”

But the fact that L.A. has a crime-har-
ried populace and loose-cannon police
chief should not reinforce council caution;
it should instead hasten police-reform
efforts. The explanations that council,
members give for inaction are really*
convenient canards to rationalize abdi-’
eating leadership. The real reason for
their kid-glove handling of Gates has less
to do with district interests and constitu-
ent safety than with their own interests
and the safety of their incumbencies.

Council members don’t want Gates to
retaliate with cutsin services—they don't
even want to give the appearance that
they may have jeopardized those servic-
es—for fear that Voters will voice their
objection at the polls. Then there's the
potential loss of influential police en-
dorsements. Despite his mishandling of
the King beating, few politicians want
Gates to endorse their opponent.
Leaders of the Police Protective

League, have also made it clear that
they're willing to fall on their swords for
Gates on this issue, so there's the risk of
losing that endorsement. Without police
backing, an incumbent is “soft on crime.”
If you're soft on crime, you may soon be
out of office.

In the eyes of most council members,
these political disadvantages far outweigh
the benefits gained by siding with the
American Civil Liberties Union or any of
the myriad other groups who have de-



1

manded Gates be fired. So intimidating is

the threat of backlash that none of .the '

,

fcouncil incumbents now facing reflection,

1 liberal- or conservative, have called for

-GateS’head. Ironically, they include
1rep--

resentatives of communities where com-

plaints of excessive force and slow police

response have been most common.

South-Central Councilman Nate Hol-

den has been uncharacteristically quiet,

even though he once was pulled over by a

LAPD officer who said He thought Holden

might be a bank robber. Residents of

Crenshaw-Baldwin Hills have been left

without a voice "in the debate because

Ruth Galanter is fence-sitting during her

reelection bid. Richard Alatorre, now the

council’s only Latino, says Gates should

not be targeted, as does Joel Wadis. Hal

Bernson supports Gates, as has John

Ferraro, running unopposed.

Just three council members have come

close to publicly questioning if Gates

should step down. Marvin Braude said

he’s “deeply concerned with Chief Gates’

assessment that the beating represented a

mere aberration,” but added, “I am not

demanding his resignation at this time.’

Yaroslavsky stated that “the chief should

retire in August, when he turns 65.”

Only Mike Woo has specifically said

that “the time has come for Chief Gates to

resign,” and that if Gates refuses, “the

Police Commission should initiate pro-

ceedings to dismiss him.” Unfortunately,

the mayoral aspirant’s announcement al-

so seemed politically motivated. Woo has

used the issue to meet with African-

American and Latino leaders whose sup-

port he would need in a 1993 mayoral run,

especially since he has probably sacri-

ficed police backing.

Woo, like his fellow council members,

is primarily out “to protect and to serve”

his personal political fortunes. There is, of

course, no way of knowing how this issue

will play out, but it’s clear that for this

political year, the police, not the council,

are in command. E
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JUDGE REINSTATES GATES
'IN A TEMPORARY RULING

Police: The hearing on
’

the chiefs future covers a

broad range of issues and

will resume April 25. At

stake is who will control

the department.

By SHERYL STOLBERG
and LOUIS SAHAGUN
TIMES STAFF WRITERS

* Los Angeles Police Chief Daxfyl

F. Gates was temporarily reinstat-

ed by a Superior Court judge on
Monday, but the judge refused to

sign an agreement that would have
thrown out the Police Commis-
sion's decision to place Gates on a
60-day leave.

Judge Ronald M. Sohigian paved
the way for Gates to return to work
this morning by issuing a tempo-
rary restraining order saying the
commission's decision "has caused
and will continue to cause immedi-
ate and irreparable damage” to th„e

chief and to the public.

But in a setback for the chief, the
-judge decided to allow lawyers for

(

the Police Commission and several

civil rights groups to return to

court April 25 to argue that the
* City Council acted improperly
* when it agreed to give Gates his job
' back.

At stake in the legal battle is

? who will control the Los Angeles
Police Department—the City
Council, or the civilian Police Com-
mission appointed by the mayor.
The City Charter allows the com-
mission to hire and fire, as well as

xiiscipline, the police chief. But the

$ City Council has authority to settle

^lawsuits.

The issue of Gates’ future has
-divided the city—and city offi-

cials—since the March 3 police

.^beating of Altadena resident Rod-
"ney G. King. With the judge's

^ruling, the focus of the controversy

has now shifted to the legal arena.

City government was plunged

- RELATED STORIES, A20-22

into turmoil* last week when the

commission placed Gates on invol-

untary furlough pending an inves-

tigation. The chief threatened to

sue the city, but the council came
to his defense, agreeing to settle

- the suit before it waseven filed by
giving Gates his job back.

N

. On Monday, attorneys for Gates

arrived in court fully expecting a;

quick victory by persuading the..-

/ judge to sign off on their settle-
: ment But ’the agreement fell apart’

when a coalition of civil rights and;

community groups rushed forward.

. with their own lawsuit and dej^

dared the arrangement a "sham
settlement.”

The coalition—made up of the

National Assn, for the Advance-
ment of Colored People, the

Southern Christian Leadership

Conference and the Urban League,

among others—was elated sifter

Monday's hearing, saying the judge
‘ had cleared the way for them to
' continue their fight to thwart the

settlement in court

"We rained on their parade,”

declared Mark Ridley-Thomas, ex-

ecutive director of the Southern

Christian Leadership Conference

and a candidate for City Council.
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"If we had not been here, it would
1

have been a done deal.”

But Gates' lawyers also claimed
victory after the hearing—even
tjhough they did not get their

S

ettlement approved. "Our real

urpose for being here was to see

tjhe chief back on active duty as

chief,” said Harry Melkonian, who
Acknowledged that he had drafted

tne temporary restraining order in

<{ase the judge did not sign the
settlement.

[
During the hearing, Melkonian

fried unsuccessfully to keep the
jlidge from hearing attorneys who
.were trying to block the settle-

ment. "There is only one matter in

front of you,” he told the judge.

TAnd that one matter is: All the
parties have agreed upon a settle-

ment.”

T\ espite Melkonian's efforts, the

;

JL/judge allowed a much broader
range of issues to be discussed—in-
cluding whether the City Council is

usurping the authority of the Po-
lice Commission and whether the
city attorney has a conflict of

interest

In all, nine lawyers stood before
Sohigian. Lawyers for the civil

rights groups contended that the
city attorney's office had a conflict



LARRY DAVIS / Los Angeles Times

judge-Ronald Sohigian’s tempo-

rary restraining order allows Chief

Daryl F. Gates to return to work.

of interest because it had advised

the Police Commission, the chief

and the council at various times

throughout the King affair.

Meanwhile, the Police Commis-
sion hired a private attorney, Hillel

Chodos, to represent it at the

hearing, even though the city at-

torney had lawyers present.

“They're not just settling a
case,” Chodos told the judge. “The
chief and the city attorney have
gotten together and agreed that

you should make an order directed

at the Police Commission. . . .The
power to decide how to run the
Police Department belongs to the

commission and the City Council

does not have the power under the

[City] Charter to override the Po-
lice Commission.”
;But Senior Assistant City Atty.

Ered Merkin claimed he was right-

fully representing the Police Com-
mission and that Chodos did not

belong in the courtroom.
“His clients are interlopers/'

Merkin told the judge. “They have
no standing.”
'
*The judge said he needed time to

sort out the conflicting claims.

tTm simply trying to make a
distinction between the rights of

the parties here,” said Sohigian,

who ordered the attorneys to file

briefs before the April 25 hearing.

At that time, the judge said, he will

consider whether to make his re-

straining order permanent.

At one point during Monday's

hearing, Sohigian questioned

whether it was necessary to have

Gates on leave while an investiga-

tion continued into the King beat-

ing. He likened Gates to federal

court judges who retain their seats

while impeachment proceedings

are brought against them in Con-

gress.

* 6T^\oes anybody really need to

LJ have the chief of police on
administrative leave, particularly

when the' investigation will be
sealed from Gates' ability to con-

trol it?” Sohigian said. . .It isn't

as if having him around is going to
* let him poison the waters.”

Gates himself was not at the

hearing, but he did make an after-

noon visit to Parker Center,

dressed in civilian garb. -In brief

remarks to reporters, he attempted

to defuse some of the tension that

has gripped the city for the past

month.
“I think it's time to cool it,”

Gates said. “Let's get together.

Let's get this city back together.”

Meanwhile, Mayor Tom Bradley,

who last week publicly called on

Gates to resign, issued a terse

statement in which he also sought

to calm tempers. “Now maybe
’ everyone can give a rest to the

rhetoric that has monopolized the

airwaves over the last few weeks,” ;

Bradley said. ,

None of the three police com-
missioners who voted to place

Gates on leave was at Monday's

court hearing. Reached afterward, ,

commission Vice President Melanie

Lomax said: “The fact that the

judge made the decision today

doesn't mean that this will be a

final determination. ... I believe

as much today as I believed last

week that the Police Commission
did the right thing.”

Sohigian's ruling capped a day of

intense legal maneuvering on the

• part of lawyers for Gates, the City

Council, the commission arid the

civil rights groups. All weekend
long, they had mapped their differ-

ent strategies.

On Monday morning, as threat-

ened, lawyers for Gates filed suit.

They claimed that the chief's con-

stitutional rights to due process

had been violated and said the

commission ignored the state's

open meetings law by convening in

secret to decide Gates' fate.

Meanwhile, attorneys for the

civil rights groups filed what they

called a “taxpayers' suit” in which

they claimed that the council ille-

gally attempted to usurp the au-

thority of the Police Commission to

prove who is' “boss in the city of

Los Angeles.”

In other developments, Lt.

George Aliano, president of the

Police Protective League, said the

police union has scheduled a gen-

eral membership meeting Thurs-

day and Friday to discuss a possi-

ble effort to recall Mayor Bradley.

Aliano, whose union represents

8,100 of the* Police Department's

8,300 members, said he will also

suggest “lawful, off-duty” picket-

ing and a work “slowdown.” But he
said he did not favor a strike or a

slowdown because they might an-

ger the public.

Meanwhile Bradley—who has

come under fire for calling on



Gates to resign—defended his ac-

tions Monday before the National

Forum of Black Public Adminis-
trators at a.convention at the Los

. Angeles Airport Hilton.

“I have made a decision, taken a

position because I thought they
were right,” Bradley said. “I didn't

do it because I thought it would
have some popular appeal, some
political return. And if there is

approval, so he it. If there is

misunderstanding or disagree-
ments with statements or positions,

so be it.”

Bradley then thanked the crowd
for applauding his stand and for

offering to back him if he needed it.

“Thanks for the offer to help,”

he said. “But let me tell you
something. If you find Tom Brad-
ley and the bear in a fight, help the.

bear.”

Times staff writers Leslie Berger,

Jane Fritsch and John L. Mitchell

contributed to this story.
LORI SHEPLER / Los Angeles Times

Chief Daryl F. Gates outside po-
lice headquarters downtown af-

ter learning of his reinstatement.
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PERSPECTIVE ON POLICE

This Is No Time to Play

theMob
Over the years, Chief

Gates did what he had to

to earn the respect ofhis

officers, at the expense pf

being impolitic in public:

By DANIEL M. SHAPIRO

The Police Commission’s decision to

to place Chief Daryl Gates on
,

administrative leave, combined
with Mayor Tom Bradley’s call for the

chief to resign, finally brought into the

open the mayor's not-so-hidden agenda.

vGates has received exemplary fitness

evaluations by the mayor-appointed
commissioners for the past 13 years.

Suddenly, one videotape has vitiated

those evaluations and the 40-plus-

year career that goes with it. What
lias really happened, of course, is that

the composition of the commission

has changed substantially over the

past few months, with the new
appointees having much closer ties to

the mayor than had previously been
the case.

. However the court rules, Bradley’s

and the commission’s actions can

only be seen as political moves to

decrease pressure on the mayor from

the black and liberal communities. At
the same time, Bradley ’ is punishing

Gates for the adversarial positions

the chief has taken against the mayor
over the years.

What has Gates done to deserve

the heat? His crime is that he has not

r been sufficiently “politic” in a highly

visible and political job. Those who
' know Gates state that, in private, he

is sensitive, even caring. His public

persona is a different matter. Abra-
sive is the least of the adjectives.

The reason for the two personas

may lie with the fact that when Gates

was appointed chief, he was not

viewed by the rank-and-file officer

as a “cop’s cop,” but as an adminis-

trator. The street cop saw Gates as

politically astute and carefully calcu-

lating his career to land him in the top

spot largely by ’occupying administra-

. tive positions:

During his rise to the top, Gates-had
minimal “combat” experience and^ftb
“combat” commands. Thus, unlike his

immediate predecessor, Ed Davis, the

_
chief first had to earn the respect of his

men. Noting the results of the

“sensitive” tenure of Tom
Reddin—who preceded Da-
vis—Gates saw what worked
in Los Angeles. Davis was
held in high regard by the

^street officer. Reddin, who
'

- quit after only two years, was
not held in the same high

esteem. To earn the respect of

. the street officer, Gates had to

project the “tough cop.” image. While
* this image has cost him dearly among i

. some constituencies—including the

mayor—it was and is necessary’ to

maintain the morale of the police force.

My own experiences with Gates have
revealed the two personas. In private

meetings, I found him to be courteous,
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Police Chief Daryl Gates

understanding and sincerely interested-*
•- in trying to resolve problems. Public

sessions were another matter. During a
meeting to discuss budget cuts for the

< department, I was shaken by his atti-
tude. He was aggressive and abrasive, so
much so that he ended up alienating
many of his_supporters on the budget , DOJ

iwft-



committee I chaired.

, In retrospect, his position was under-
standable. He was fighting for his de-

partment and his men. If he had taken

the “politically correct" position, he
would have been viewed by his soldiers

as just another politician.

The view of the soldiers has changed
from Gates first few years as chief. He
has earned their respect and—as a result

of the commission's action—he is now
viewed as a martyr. The commission
could not have done anything worse to

harm the department. In its response to

the pressure from the mayor and from
some vocal members of the community,
the commission has seriously damaged
the department.

Many years ago, the City Charter was
designed to insulate the police from
the political pressures and tempta-

tions so visible in other cities. The
chief was given civil-service protec-

tion so that whoever held the position

would not become the lackey .of the

mayor. The police and the charter

have served us well. Procedures are

in place to determine whether the

King incident is an “aberration" or

pervasive. The combined Christo-

pher-Arguelles commission investi-

gating police procedures can be ex-

pected to do a scrupulous job in

examining the facts and recommend-
ing the appropriate course of action.

No one could watch the King tape

without being sickened. But incidents

have occurred in the past—police
corruption in Hollywood, renegade
officers performing contract mur-
ders—all of which have been dealt

with effectively by the department
and civil authorities. When Gates has

seen a problem, he has faced it and
dealt with it. For this, he has consis-

tently received years of .exemplary

fitness reports.

Now, suddenly, the political time is

right to go on a witch hunt, to destroy

careers and to fundamentally damage
the department. In times like these,

McCarthyite calls for someone's
blood must be avoided, and scrupu-

lous attention must be paid to due
process. There is time enough for resig-

nations and discipline once the facts are

in. But now is not the time to play to the

.
mob.

Daniel M. Shapiro, a Los Angeles

attorney, in 1983 chaired the mayors
committee on city finance and budget.
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Defiant chief warned
‘panel, transcripts show
- By Patrick McGreevy

: Daily News Staff Writer

A defiant Police Chief Daryl
- F. Gates warned Police Com-
- missioners placing him on
forced leave that he would hold

' each of them responsible for
any harm to him as a result, ac-
cording to transcripts of the

,
meeting released Monday.
The transcripts, released by

Gates’ lawyers, also show that
‘ Gates repeatedly demanded anl

explanation for the 60-day fur-

lough, and that Gates told the

commission he had been the
subject of death threats.

At one point during the
closed-door meeting last week,
Gates told the panel that plac-

ing him on leave would cause
him “great embarrassment’’
and he put the commissioners
on notice, that he would hold
them responsible.

“I think this whole issue, this

whole action of the board de-

fames me,” Gates said. “And I

^would like the record to show
that I hold each and every one
of you personally responsible for

any defamation that— any harm
that this brings to me.”
A Superior Court judge ruled

Monday that Gates could return

to work, temporarily staying the
Police Commission furlough.
Gates’, attorneys released tran-

scripts by a shorthand reporter of
the commission meeting to sup-
port their case that the furlough
was made without good cause.

In addition, the chiefs lawyers
say the commission violated the

state’s open meeting law, or
Brown Act, by meeting privately

the day before the hearing with-

out public notice.

Police Commission president
Dan Garcia said at the start of
the meeting that the commission
was “contemplating” placing
Gates on leave but wanted to
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give Gates a ,chance to respond.

But when the panel voted
unanimously to approve the mo-
tion halfway through the meet-
ing, Gates was handed an order
that already had been' signed by
the commissioners.

The following exchange be-
tween Gates, Garcia and Com-
missioner Melanie Lomax oc-

- curred:

Gates: “May I ask when you
• signed this order?” *

* Garcia: “Just when we 'got

-here.”
* Gates: “You signed it before
you took the action?”

Garcia: “No, We were sitting.

We had taken a motion at our
prior meeting and we wanted to

make sure...”
Gates: “You made it in a prior

meeting?”
Lomax: “I don’t . . . well, I *

don’t want to get into. ...”

Garcia: “It’s common knowl-
"edge.”

Commissioner Sam Williams

1 previously acknowledged that th

commission met the day before

:

handed Gates the order, and
possible Brown Act violation wa
one reason cited by the Cit
Council on Friday when it agree*

to a court judgment for Gates t<

return to work.

City Councilman Joel Wach
said Monday that the transcrip

clearly shows a possible Browi
Ac.t violation by the commis
sion. *

“The whole thing was a joke,’

said Wachs. “They met the da:

before and had already signed the

order before they met with the

chief.”

The transcript also shows tha

the commission agreed to allow

Gates to keep his car and drivei

as security because the chief hac
reported death threats.

.

* “Because of the actions that 1

think have recently taken place,

it is inflaming of this situation

by many,” Gates told the com-
mission. “I have been the sub-

FB1/DC

U-Lj^ t pi - (



ject of serious threats to my life.

My family has been threatened
and I would like to know if I am
going to continue any kind of se-

curity or be provided any kind of
security4>y the police department
during that period of time?”

The transcript also shows that
Garcia refused to say what the
charges were against Gatej

.

“From our standpoint, we
have initiated a series of charges
for the purpose of discipline
against the chief,” Garcia told
Gates’ attorneys. “But' that there
are facts and circumstances
which lead us to conclude that an
investigation is warranted with-
out knowing what the outcome of
that investigation would be. And
it’s as likely as anything that
there might be nothing that re-

sults in terms ofimmediate disci-

pline against the chief.”

A tense moment occurred be-
tween Gates and Lomax, who
challenged an assertion by the

chief that only Garcia cared
whether Gates would be. embar-
rassed by the furlough.

f “This commission is interested

in minimizing embarrassment
and harm to you,” Lomax said.

“And I want to say that,I share
his (Garcia’s) concerns and his

views and am interested in this

commission being as sensitive to
those concerns as possible.”

That drew a sharp response
from Gates.

“. . . Commissioner Lomax, I

don’t share your views at all,”

Gates said. “I think you have
been part ofthe problem. I think
your comments right from the
very beginning before you were a
part ofthis organization, this sug-
gested that there would be trou-
ble. You made comments which
you said you didn’t make, but I

have heard those repeated. I

heard them as early as last night
and I think this action coming
from you is punitive.”
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Gates Voiced Concern,

Anger to Commission
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Confrontation: Transcript shows the chief

sparring with police board members in the meeting

at which they placed him on leave.

By RICHARD A. SERRANO
TIMES STAFF WRITER

t Meeting behind closed doors

with the Los Angeles Police

Commission last week, Chief

. Daryl F. Gates made it clear to

his superiors that he was em-
barrassed by their decision to

place him on administrative

.
leave, that he planned to hold

each of them personally re-

sponsible, and that their order

“is going to be extremely dis-

ruptive/'

“I think these problems
could have been solved in a

.
much more effective way," he
told the three commissioners as

they voted last Thursday to
* temporarily remove him from
office.

“I think to do this just before

an election also is disruptive to
e the city/’ Gates said. “And I'm

very disappointed in the action

*pf this board. But I will respect

it and follow it/*

A transcript of the hourlong

session at Parker Center police

headquarters, made available

Monday, also shows that Gates

was deeply concerned about

the personal ramifications of

being forced to vacate his
: sixth-floor office, where he has

run the LAPD for the last 13

years.

He asked and was given

permission to attend two social

functions he already had
scheduled as chief. He worried

about what would happen to

personal files kept in his office.

* Gates was given approval to

make a videotape for his troops

to’ explain his departure, a re-

quest that was granted after

* commission Vice President Me-
lanie Lomax advised him not to

include any “editorializing or

mother comments that are likely

^to inflame the situation.”

Gates also won assurances
that he could keep his city

car and retinue of bodyguards.
‘ Citing the spreading contro-
versy over the Rodney G. King

/ police beating, Gates said,
:

“I
have been the subject of serious
threats to my life. My family
has been threatened.”
King was seriously injured

by police baton blows during
his arrest after a March 3 car
chase in the " San Fernando
Valley. The beating was video-

t taped. Four officers have been
charged with assault, and nu-
merous investigations are un-
der way into allegations of

brutality and racism by Los
Angeles police.

A week ago, Mayor Tom
' Bradley publicly asked Gates to

resign. Gates refused and the
Police Commission on Thurs-
day ordered him placed on
.home leave.

. On Friday, the -City Council
voted to reinstate Gates by
ordering the city attorney’s of-

fice to settle Gates' lawsuit
seeking his job .back. A Superi-
or Court judge on Monday is-

sued a temporary restraining

order allowing Gates to return
to work.
At last week's executive ses-
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- sion. Gates barely had taken his
4 seat when commission Presi-

dent Daniel Garcia told, him
that he was being reassigned to

home duty.

With Gates gone, Garcia said,

the commission “would contin-

ue and expand its investigation

to determine whether there is

any basis for bringing changes

of mismanagement, neglect of

duty or other breaches of du-

ty.”

Gates, saying that the com-
mission was being unfair, com-
plained about Lomax's com-
ment when she was appointed

to the board last year that she

I- would bring a “shotgun” ap-

j

proach to the job. She has since

1 denied making the statement.

“I don't share your views at

. all,” he told her. “I think your

. comments right from the very

. beginning before you were a
part of this organization . . -.

suggested that there would be
' trouble.”

Lomax, in an interview Mon- .

day, angrily termed Gates'

comments a ‘“personal attack

against,me.”

^'T'hat is his
^
style,” she

JL said. “He likes to say, T
will remember you, watch out.'

- He .has a bullying type of

style. . . . It's the kind of low-

. er-level dialogue that the chief

too often engages in. I Relieve
- +^ + 1 ’ - * 1 — 1



distinctions between philo-

sophical differences and per-

sonal animosity/'

Garcia told
.
Gates that he

would be relieved pnly if the

commission's investigation de-

termined he was derelict in his

duty. "There might be nothing

that results in terms of immedi-
ate discipline against the

chief/' Garcia said.

Gates criticized commission-

ers for removing him under a

section of the LAPD manual
normally used when "there are

serious charges being brought

and serious allegations made
against an officer/'

He asked the commission to

cite specific allegations against

him, a challenge the commis-
sion did not meet. He also said

that Bradley and the commis-
sioners should have delayed a

decision until after the mayor's

new commission investigating

the Police Department had
completed its work.

"This whole action of the

board defames me," Gates said.

"And I would like the record to

show that I hold each and
every one of you personally

responsible for any -defamation

[or] any harm that this brings

me."

Toward the end of the meet-
ing, Garcia appeared exasper-

ated when he wondered aloud

^whether both sides had proper-

ly aired their grievances. “Has
everybody got it out of their

system?'* he asked.
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•Htie
. GATES HEARING ATTRACTS A

SIDESHOW

Character: CIVIL RIGHTS

By SCOTT HARRIS
{ TIMES STAFF WRITER

*rThe portraits as unflattering as
• JL they come: Daryl F. Gates as

\der Fuehrer.

\
Bob Stickman had taken the

{image of the Los Angeles police

{chief, painted in a Hitler mustache
rwith the demand “GATES MUST
|GO” above it, and dlk-screened
^hundreds of T-shirts to sell at $10
japiece.

jf

After selling 175 shirts at the
^anti-Gates rally at Parker Center
‘
:on Saturday and another 65 on
-Venice Beach on Sunday, Stickman
fwore one of his creations to the Los
jAngeles County Courthouse on
^Monday morning to witness the

latest maneuvers in the political

battle concerning Gates’ future.

“The object,” Stickman said, “is

to keep the pressure on. ... A
couple people question the mus-
tache. But I say, look, I got a
mortgage to pay and these shirts

are selling like hot cakes.”

A few hours later, Lorenzo Mor-
iel presented a different kind of

image—one that . cop-turned-au-
thor Joseph Wambaugh called

“The Blue Knight.”
'

Neatly turned out in the mid-
night blue of the Police Depart-
ment that employs him] Moriel had
come to court to testify on a routine

arrest he had made. He had wan-
dered up to the 8th floor just to

watch the Hubbub. _

That’s what Moriel was telling a
reporter Monday when, suddenly,
he was caught in the glaring white
light of a TV news camera and
microphones were in his face.

Moriel seemed taken aback at
first, then responded to the chal-
lenge. The news that Gates would
be reinstated to his job “kind of
makes me feel like the chief’s been
vindicated,” .the officer declared.
As far as he was concerned, Moriel
added, “the chief is being persecut-
ed for something a few officers •

did.”
‘ With confidence in the -city’s

leaders and its Police Department
wavering, there are no bystanders.
As lawyers debated legal points

before Superior Court Judge Ron -
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aid M. Sohigian, a full battalion of
Los "Angeles’ Fourth Estate had
Convened inside and outside the
courtroom for the media event du
jour. Someone counted 17 TV news
cameras in all.

“It must be a celebrity thing,”
one passerby muttered.

“This here is unbelievable,” said
county employee Andy Seaman,
who tends the eight elevators and
36 escalators in the courthouse.
“I’ve been here 10 years, and I’ve

never seen this much.”
But the courthouse on Hill Street

did not host the trials for McMartin
defendants, Zsa Zsa Gabor or
Christian Brando. As media events
go, ,Zsa Zsa being a 10, this was
>abouta4.

“I’m not impressed,” sniffed city

attorney spokesman Ted Goldstein.
Not that it isn’t a good story, he
added, saying that in more than 20



years in municipal government it

was unparalleled “in terms of in-

terest, interplay, infighting.”

P olitical activist Cynthia
McClain-Hill, a proponent of

the recall of Gates, dismissed Mon-
day's hearing as “the preliminary

shenanigans.” McClain-Hill, who is

active in the 8th District City

Council candidacy of Kerman Mad-
dox, predicted that a recall will

ultimately bring Gates down. The
Committee to Recall Daryl Gates

needs 57,000 signatures in 120 days

to bring about a special election.

“Based on what I'm seeing out in

the community, it should be easy,”

she said.

City Council politics offered a

subplot Monday. McClain-Hill was

happy to learn that Maddox’s chief

political rival, Mark Ridley-Thom-

as of the Southern Christian Lead-

ership Conference, was inside So-

higian’s courtroom, while Maddox,

a former aide to Mayor Tom Brad-

ley, was campaigning for today’s

election.

“There aren’t a lot of .votes in

there,” she said.

But after Sohigian issued a tem-

porary restraining order returning

Gates to his job, it was Ridley-

Thomas who spoke into a bouquet

of microphones, disputing the no-

tion that it was a victory for Gates.

“You just simply have to. know
there will be more to come.” Rid-

ley-Thomas said.

Earlier, as reporters watched on

hallway monitors, the lawyers’ de-

bate dragged on. “What are they

doing in there?” someone asked.

“They’re wasting time,” said

Steve Futterman, a reporter for

NBC Mutual Radio. “And they’re

making lots of money.”
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Judge returns chiefto duty

pending April 25 hearing
' By John Polich

and Rick Orlov
Daily News Staff Writer

A Superior Court judge on
Monday temporarily returned

Police ChiefDaryl F. Gates to ac-

* tive duty, but refused to ratify a

legal settlement that permanently

would have rescinded Gates’

! forced leave by the city Police
' Commission.

Saying that he would need
more time to consider conflicting

'legal arguments, Judge Ronald
.

' M. Sohigian ordered Gates rein-

stated until April 25, when an-

Related stories:

LAPD to give seminars on reporting

police misconduct. Page 3

Bradley defends his call for resig-

nation of Gates. Back Page

other hearing is scheduled.

Gates is expected to be back on
the job today.

The decision was accepted as a
partial victory by both sides in

the dispute— Gates and the City

Council on one side, and_Mayor

Tom Bradley, the Police Com-
mission and civil rights groups
on the other.

Gates saidhe hoped the ruling

would end his bitter feud with
Bradley, who last week called for

Gates to resign in the wake ofthe
videotaped police beating, of
Rodney King.

“I don’t think we should be
fighting,” Gates told KABC-TV

. as he left Parker Center, where he
was attending a meeting of the

non-profit Coro Foundation in

an. off-duty role. “I’ve been dis-

appointed with all this rhetoric.

. For the life ofme I don’t under-

stand why so much violent rheto-

ric has been aimed at my direc-

tion.”

Late Monday, Bradley issued a
statement emphasizing that the

court order was a temporary mi-
me.

DAILY NEWS
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F “No one Should consider thi^
J'* ^

* court action as an indication the*

investigation into the Rodney
' King beating will slow down,”
• Bradley said. “We all want the
truth to come out and I am confi-

dent our independent Police
Commission will work toward
that goal.”

The Bradley-appointed Police
Commission furloughed Gates
.for 60 days with pay Thursday,

;
citing “serious allegations of mis-

: management” against him in

connection with the beating of
King by LAPD officers. A day
later, however, the City Council
moved to thwart the decision by
directing the City Attorney to

draft a settlement with Gates that

would lead to his reinstatement.

On Monday, lawyers for Gates
* and the city appeared before So-
higian to seek a stipulated judg-
ment in which the city would
agree to the chiefs return and
Gates would agree to drop claims
for unspecified damages.
A coalition of civil rights

groups and individuals inter-
vened, however, by filing a law-

, suit claiming the agreement
* would destroy the Police Com-
mission’s independence. At the

. same time, an attorney retained
* by three police commissioners
sought to disqualify the City At-
torney’s Office from the case, cit-

ing a conflict of interest.

After a two-and-a-half hour
hearing, Sohigian said he had not
had time to review the “three
inches ofpaper” submitted by all

the parties, and would need more
'time to consider the case. He



: F"Mk i
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' Judge Ronald M - Sohi9iaFl sPeaks to attorneys in court Monday.

asked both sides in the dispute to
submit additional written argu-
ments before the April 25 hear-

* mg.

• Clearly, the judge is saying
:
mat he needs more time to con-
sider the issues, and he feels that
can be done with the chief on the
job,” said Peter L. Haviland, a
lawyer for the Southern Christian
Leadership Conference. “That
was not a (negative) settlement of
the issue ofwhat the power ofthe
Police Commission is.”

Hillel Chodos, the attorney
hired by the police commission-
ers, said the commission would
abide by the judge’s order.
“We don?

t consider it a defeat
for the Police Commission,”
Chodos said. “He issued a tem-
porary restraining order. Unless

it is renewed, it will dissolve at
the next hearing,

_ Jay Grodin, an attorney for
Gates, said the order meant his
client could return to active duty
immediately.

“We got exactly what we
hoped to get and we consider this
a great victory,” Grodin said.

“I think the result today clearly
indicates that the judge recog-
nizes the chiefs fundamental
right to his job,” Grodin said. “I
think that after the (next) hearing
... it will become permanent and
the chief will remain on active
duty.”

Grodin said that Gates and the
City Council acted only to ensure
that Gates was afforded his rights
to due process.

“There never were charges —

.specific charges (against* Gates),”
Grodin said. “We are not trying
to take anything away from the
Police Commission.
Police Commissioner Melanie

Lomax said the commission de-
cided over the weekend to hire
Chodos “to vindicate our inter-
ests” and because the City Attor-
ney’s Office had a conflict of in-
terest because of its opinion, that
the council could settle the law-
suit as the legal governing body
for the city.

“I do think that all that has
happened since last Friday does
not bode well for the Police Com-
mission and civilian review of

.
the Police Department,” Lomax
said.

Councilman Zev Yaroslavsky
questioned whether the commis-
sion could hire its own lawyer.
He also said the ruling supported
the council action to overturn the
furlough.

.

“The court has come to essen- .

tially the same conclusion that
the decision to remove Gates was I

done without an adequate rea-
son,” Yaroslavsky said. -

1

Other council members who
j

had supported reinstating Gates
were pleased with the ruling and <•

expressed hope that Gates would
no longer be the issue.

“IfI was the mayor, I would is-
sue a statement saying, ‘Let’s put *

this behind us. We have a prob- t

Iem with the department. Let’s *

get to it,’ ” said council president *

John Ferraro. r

But Councilman Robert Far- (

rell, one of three council mem- 11

bers who opposed the settlement, -
said he felt it was only a tem-
porary reprieve for.Gates. \

‘This just puts off the inevita- c

We,” Fairell said. “I think the Po
g lice Commission is going to meei
e in open session. They will put

forward their charges that the
s chief should leave so they can
- continue an investigation.”

I
Attorneys for Gates and the

City Council sought Sohigian’s
“ signature on a settlement that

£

would enjoin the Police Commis-
sion and the city from enforcing

’ a directive Thursday placing
Gates on inactive duty.
Under the terms of the agree-

ment, Gates would be restored to
active duty with full powers as
chief of police and the city and
Police Commission would be
“permanently enjoined from tak-
ing any action whatsoever to in-
terfere with the conduct of . .

.

Gates in connection with his du-
ties ... to' the extent that any
such action may be based on the
(Thursday) directive.”

In court documents, Gates’ at-
torneys argued that the Police
Commission’s action not only
violated Gates’ rights to due pro-
cess, but the mandates of the city
charter and police manual, the
Public Safety Officers Procedural
Bill of Rights Act, the Brown Act
and the state and federal consti-
tutions.

In their lawsuit, however, the
civil rights coalition charged that
the proposed reinstatement deal
was a “collusive settlement” in-
tended to undermine the com-
mission’s authority to discipline
Gates and other LAPD person-
nel.

Daily News staff writers Dawn
Webber and Patrick McGreevy
contributed to this story.
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' * * Kim Kulish/Daily News
^ates attorney Harry Melkoman, left, and lawyers from all sides await Judge Ropald M. Sohigian’s ruling Monday in L.A. County Court.
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4 OFFICERS AT KING SCENE
CLAIM HEALTH PROBLEMS

Character:
80-33B

By Jaxon Van Derbeken
Daily News Staff Writer

Four of the 21 Los Angeles
police officers who were at the

scene of the Rodney King beat-

. ing have obtained medical diag-

noses judging them physically

unfit to be interviewed by police

investigators, authorities said

Tuesday.
“There are four officers claim-

ing illness,’* said Cmdr. Rick

Dinse, who is overseeing the Los

'

Angeles Police Department’s in-

vestigation of the March 3 beat-

. ing of King in Lake View Ter-

race.

“They have what is called a

‘stay-away’ order from a doctor

that says due to health reasons,

they can’t be interviewed,”
Dinse said.

He declined to identify which

of the officers had obtained the

orders.
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The 21 officers who were at

the scene of the King beating in-

clude four who have been
charged with assault— Sgt. Sta-

cey Koon and Officers Lawrence
Powell, Theodore Briseno and
Timothy Wind.

Darryl Mounger, an attorney

who represents Koon, said in an
interview Tuesday that Koon
does not have any health prob-

lems and did not obtain a
health-related “stay-away.”

order.

Attorneys for Powell, Briseno
and Wind declined comment.

Seventeen other officers who
were.present and did not inter-

vene also are under investiga-

tion by the LAPD and the Los
Angeles County grand jury.

Diane Marchant, an attorney

.for all but one ofthe 17 officers,

said none of her clients had ob-
tained the stay-away orders.

? “I represent 16 people, and

none of them are sick,” Mar-
chant said.

Marchant said the remaining
officer, whom she didn’t iden-

tify, has a pre-existing blood-
pressure problem and has ob-

tained an order not to be inter-

viewed.

Such an order can be the first

step in seeking stress-related dis-

ability, internal affairs officials

.said.

w FBl/DOJ
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Gates, Bradley

Declare a Truce
* Police: Mayor and chiefjoin City Council President^

Ferraro in agreeing,to stop public feuding. Ten rookie t

officers say they have immunity in beating case.

By RICHARD A. SERRANO and SHERYL STOLBERG, times staff writers

Seeking to reunite a city deeply divided over the Rodney G. King
beating, the city's top three public officials agreed Tuesday to put an end
to their feuding while investigations continue into allegations of police
brutality and racism in the Los Angeles Police Department
However, Mayor, Tom Bradley, - -

‘

Police Chief Daryi F. Gates and
City Council President John Fer-
raro-standing shoulder-to-shoul-
der at a late afternoon City Hall

^
press conference—made it clear

' that they still have major differ-

ences over who should control the
LAPD and whether Gates should

* step aside.

"It's true we do not agree on
everything," Gates said, “but we do
agree that we need to get this city

in shape. We need to get it back in

t order.”

Bradley, who said he still be-

m RELATED STORIES, Bl, B4

;

lieves Gates should resign, also
; called for unity.

“We hope that we can reduce
the rhetoric that has developed
over the past few weeks and begin
the process by which this cultural -

ly diverse city comes together,”
. the mayor said.

In other developments Tuesday:
• About 10 rookie Los Angeles

police officers who were bystand-
ers during the police beating of
King say they are being granted
immunity from criminal prosecu-
tion in return for their testimony
about what veteran officers did or
failed to do at the scene. But
prosecutors said no decision had

! been made.

• New internal police docu-
ments obtained by The Times show
that police investigators searched.

. the lockers of the four officers

charged with assault in the March
3 beating, looking for traces of
blood on the officers' batons and
boots.

• Michael Yamaki, a criminal

defense attorney, was appointed to

fill the fifth and final seat on' the
Los Angeles Police Commission.

[Meanwhile, the panel's weekly
meeting was delayed after about
>100 protesters leaped to their feet

fehouting “No blue! No blue!” as-

LAPD personnel attempted to
place a blue cloth—the LAPD's
*color—on the commission's table.

|
• The newly formed independ-

ent citizens commission investigat-

ing the Police Department met for

the first time, promising a top-to-
pottom probe of every aspect of the
department. Gates, returning to

"work after a five-day forced leave
of absence, was welcomed by 150
cheering supporters as he arrived

at Parker Center.
*

.

jThe Press Conference
' ** The City Hall press conference
|was a marked difference from the
vitriolic statements made last week
as the Police Commission and City

Council fought over Gates* future.

Ferraro said he brought Bradley
and Gates together to set aside

their personal differences and -

“give the people of this city a
chance to cool off.”
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’ The council president said he
called Bradley and Gates on Mon-
day night and the three met in

Ferraro's office at 4 p.m. Tuesday.
They had “a nice long discussion,”

Ferraro said.

“We shook hands when we went
Into his office and when we left,”

Bradley recalled.

At the press conference, the
chief thanked Ferraro for taking
the initiative in a situation that, he
eaid, . demanded leadership.
•“Blessed are the peacemakers,”
Gates said. “John is a peacemaker
here.”

But it was evident that not all

tensions between Gates and Brad-

Jey had eased. Each time a contro-
versial question was asked of ei-

ther Gates or Bradley, Ferraro
stepped in to try to deflect it.

. When Bradley ,was asked if he

i

fitill thought Gates should resign,

JFerraro stepped to the microphone
and responded: “We're going to

£vork together now.”
» But the mayor answered any-
Vay. “I did make that statement,”

Bradley said. “I believed it then
Sind I stand by that statement.”

When it was over, the council

president forcibly lifted the hands



of Bradley and Gates in an attempt

at a victory gesture. But the mayor
and the chief looked tense and they

did not join hands.

"I thought if they buried the

hatchet, they didn’t bury it too
'

deeply,” said Councilman Zev
Yaroslavsky afterward. “I didn’t

detect a lot of warmth.”

GrandJury Probe
On Friday and Monday, the dis-’

trict attorney’s office began con-

ducting interviews with about 10

rookie police officers employed in

the rank of Police Officer I. The
rookie officers also were subpoe-

naed to testify before the grand
jury, a process that began Tuesday
and is scheduled to continue
through this week.

They are among 21 LAPD offi-

cers who were at the scene of the

King beating, which occurred after

a car chase in the San Fernando
Valley. A sergeant and three offi-

cers have been indicted in the

beating, but an investigation is

continuing into the onlookers.

Diane Marchant, an attorney for

the rookie officers, said her clients

could be fired if they refuse to

cooperate with the grand jury.

Because of that dilemma, she said,

the officers are being “coerced”

into cooperating.

Because they are coerced, she

said, their statements cannot be
used to file criminal charges
against them.

“You can draw a conclusion from
this that the district attorney does

not consider these officers as sus-

pects,” she said. “That is based on
the fact that the district attorney is

accepting statements made under

duress. And these are statements

that cannot be used against the

officers in a court of law.”

While prosecutors said that no
decision had been made on immu-
nity for the rookie officers, it is

reasonable for them to assume that

they will not be indicted in connec-

tion with the March 3 beating.

“Defense attorneys could draw
that conclusion,” said Mike Botula,

a spokesman for the Los Angeles

.

County district attorney’s office.

No decision on immunity had been
reached, he said, adding, “But
we’re still examining it. We’re still

assessing it
”

Botula said there have been

other police abuse cases, such as

the 39th and Dalton incident,

where some officers were not

charged with crimes after they

agreed to cooperate with prosecu-

tors.

“We recognize there is a legal

situation here involving the offi-

cers being compelled to testify

because of Police Department poli-

cy,” he said. “That has come up in

other cases as well.”

Other sources in the district

attorney’s office and at police

headquarters said the prosecutors

have grouped the 21 officers at the

scene in three categories: the four

already indicted, the rookie officers

and the other veteran officers who
were bystanders.

Prosecutors believe that the

rookie officers may be the least

liable, particularly since they are

probationary employees. Further,

several sources at the Los Angeles

Police Protective League, the po-
’

lice union, said some of the rookie

officers were genuinely troubled

by what they saw that night
“One of the kids said he asked

one of officers, 'Did you have to hit

him that many times? Was it really

necessary?’ ” a league official said.

“Another one of them made the

statement, It was horrible.’
”

“It was a shocking experience

.for them,” the union official added.

“If you interviewed those rookie

officers and asked them if they still

would have joined the Police De-
partment if they thought anything

like this was going to happen, the

answer would be ‘No.’
”

TheLAPP Files

New police documents obtained

by The Times show that after the

beating, investigators used a

search warrant to look through the

lockers of the four officers charged

with assault The lockers areat the

Foothill Division police station, and

sources said investigators were
checking for signs of blood on the

officers’ batons and boots.

It was unclear from the records

what was found in the lockers.

In another document, Rodney
King told investigators that he
believed he was handcuffed and
hogtied before he was beaten, a

scenario that contradicts what is

seen on a videotape of the incident

shot by an amateur cameraman.
In describing the beating, police

investigators wrote:

4
*Victim [King] felt a slight shock

to his right shoulder and was
struck on the right side of his face

with a billy club. Victim felt a
second shock on his left shoulder

blade. Victim stated he could not

see who was hitting him. Victim
was struck numerous tithes about

*

the head and body area.

“Victim stated from the time he
exited the vehicle he did not resist

or attempt to flee from officers.”

The Police Commission
Moving to fill the last vacancy on

the civilian Police Commission,
Mayor Bradley appointed Los An-
geles criminal defense attorney

Michael Yamaki. Calling himself a
“supporter of the Police Depart-

ment,” Yamaki said one of his

primary objectives is to increase

police recruiting of Asian-Ameri-
can.

The commission met Tuesday,

but before the session could get

started, about 100 people in the

audience jumped to their feet and
booed when two men tried to

replace a brown cloth covering the

commissioners’ table with a blue

one.

As the crowd screamed “Gates

must go! Gates must go!” Danny
Bakewell, president of the Broth-

erhood Crusade, a Los Angeles

.community group, rushed onto the

stage of the Parker Center audito-

/
rium and tried to roll up the cloth.

Bakewell was instantly sur-

rounded by six police officers who
briefly scuffled with him over the’

'Cloth. The audience shouted “No
blue! No blue!” and threw wadded
paper at the stage.



“It's a symbol and we do not

accept it!" Bakewell yelled as tele-

vision news crews thrust their

microphones in front of him. “An
ego feed, that's all it is!" Bakewell
said, referring to the Police De-
partment.

Bakewell then turned and plead-

ed with the crowd to calm down.
“There will be no meeting today

'

as long as that blue stays up there,"

he said in a deliberately staccato

voice as the crowd broke into a
wild cheer.

Seconds later, a police officer

removed the blue covering from
the 25-foot table and returned the

brown covering.

The commissioners' meeting was
delayed 15 minutes. “The problem
is that this crowd is so incensed in

the aftermath of the King beating

and the court’s decision to tempo-
rarily reinstate Gates that little

things are be$ng blown out of

proportion," said commission Vice

President Melanie Lomax.

Probing the LAPP
An independent commission

chaired by former U.S. Deputy

Secretary of State Warren Chris-

topher intends to bring about

changes in the way the Police

Department and the city do busi-

ness, Christopher said. “We don't

want to have just a sterile report,

one that goes on the shelf," he said.

The 10-member panel—armed
with subpoena power and formed

after the merger of two separate

commissions appointed by Bradley

and Gates—met privately for more
than five hours, appointing a staff

of 13 local lawyers and hearing

testimony from its first witnesses,

former Assistant Police Chief Jesse

A. Brewer and former Deputy Dist.

Atty. Curt Livesay.

Brewer was the highest-ranking

black officer in the history of the

LAPD until he retired two months
ago. Livesay, who stepped down
within the past month, was the

county’s chief prosecutor on cases

involving the use of excessive force

by police officers.

While the details of their testi-

mony were not made public, Chris-

topher said Brewer, who was asked

by Bradley to advise the commis-

sion, briefed the panel on Police

Department hierarchy and is likely

to return to talk about a wide range

of issues, including racial discrimi-

nation and police brutality.

“We have a good distance to go

with Chief Brewer,” Christopher

said.

• Times staff writers Louis Sahagun

and James Rainey contributed to this

story.
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By Rick Orlov
and Patrick McGreevy
•Daily News Staff Writers

Mayor Tom Bradley and Po-
lice Chief Daryl F. Gates de-
clared a truce Tuesday in their

Battle over the city's Police De-
partment, yet neither man gave
ground — Bradley said he still

wants Gates to resign, and the

;
chief said he won’t do so.

At a meeting arranged by City
Council president John Ferraro,

Gates and Bradley agreed to sus-

pend a war of words that grew
out of the police beating of Rod-
ney King— acknowledging that

it was splitting the city apart.

But sources said both men re-

jected a compromise offered by
Ferraro that called on Bradley to
ask the Police Commission to re-

scind the chiefs suspension in re-

turn for Gates* promise to retire

when he turns 65 in August.
At a press conference after the

meeting, Gates and Bradley
promised only to suspend their

-public battling over the issue.
*

“I think the meeting this after-

noon is a clear recognition of the
damage that has been done to our
city and the Police Department,
and we concluded we would take

this step to heal the differences

that have developed already,”
Bradley said.

Gates said he had the same
concerns as Bradley. ;

“We do agree that we need to;

get this city back in shape, get it*

back in order, get it back to the

level of support from the com-
munity we had before the Rod-
ney King incident,’* Gates said

^ On April 2, Bradley met briefly

*with Gates and later issued a
public statement calling on Gates
jo resign for the good of the city, i

I Two days later* the Police
Commission placed. Gates on a
60-day paid administrative leave.

But on Friday, the City Council
sided with Gates and agreed to a
court settlement that would allow
Gates to return to work. -

A judge temporarily agreed
Monday to let Gates resume
command until an April 25 court

* hearing.

On Tuesday, Bradley said he
has not changed his view that
Gates should resign, and said he
would not ask the Police Com-
mission to change its action.

“I made that statement then
and I stand by that statement,”
Bradley said.

Gates said that he and Bradley
“did not agree on everything,”
but do agree that their feud has
harmed the city and investiga-

tions into the King beating.

“We are anxious for these in-

vestigations to probe the depart-
ment in every way,” Gates said.

‘ “We want to get on with that. Ifs
very difficult for all of us to an-

swer your questions each and
every day.”

In .other developments Tues-
day:

The Police Commission met.

in closed session, and afterward

Commissioner Sam Williams
*

said the panel will continue to
* seek to uphold its decision to
* force Gates on paid leave.

.

The Police Commission
meeting was delayed for 15 min-
utes as angry Gates critics de-
manded that blue bunting draped
on the commission table be re-

jnoved. Gates supporters are us-

ing blue ribbons to symbolize
support for the chief. . .

Bradley appointed attorney
Michael Yamaki to fill a fifth and
final vacancy on the Police Com-
mission. Yamaki represented one
of the defendants, Fong Winn,



who was accused ofbeing the get-

away driver in the killing of two
Los Angeles police officers in
Chinatown. Winn was acquitted.

Gates was greeted by scores

of supporters as he returned to

Parker Center on Tuesday morn-
ing, following his court-ordered,

reinstatement. -

#
The Christopher Commis-

sion, set up by Bradley to exam-

,

ine Police Department opera-
tions, held its first meeting since

it was expanded to include mem-
.
bers of the Arguelles Commis-
sion, which had been appointed
by Chief Gates to review the .de-

partment.

City records filed as part of
Monday’s court hearing indicate

the commission may have been
considering naming recently re-

tired Assistant Chief Jesse
Brewer as temporary chief if

Gates had resigned. The records
show that the commission asked
last month whether it could hire

a retired assistant chiefto tempo-
rarily replace Gates if he re-,

signed. The city attorney’s opin-
ion said it could not.

* Brewer was frequently men-
tioned as a possible temporary
successor to Gates.

. At theirjoint appearance Tues-
day, Bradley and Gates said they
would not request the differing
groups staging rallies for and
against the police chief to halt
their activities.

“All we can do is deal with our
' own comments,” Bradley said.
“All we control are our personal
utterances. We don’t control any-
one else.”

Gates added: “There is not
much we can do about that. The
three ofus are saying what we are
saying and we are hoping they
will listen to what we are say-
ing.”

Ferraro read a joint statement
where the three said ‘the events
surrounding the beating of Rod-

ney King have presented the city

with a crisis that is unparalleled

in the history of our city.

“It threatens both the structure

of municipal government in Los

Angeles as well as the cohesive-

ness ofthe people ofour cultural-

ly diverse city. It is time to end

the divisiveness, to stop the ran-

corous debate,” the statement

:said. “It is time to think about

“ what is best for this city and its

people.”

Neither Bradley nor Gates ap-

peared comfortable at the news

conference, however, particularly

at its end when Ferraro held up

their arms as if they were a uni-

fied team.

Bradley also said the Police

Commission will continue its in-

quiry into whether Gates has

.contributed to any problems in

the department and the use of
cessive force.

; ;

-

Yamaki, Bradley’s nominee for

a fifth vacancy on the Police
Commission, has been the
mayor’s appointee to an Asian

task force working with the

LAPD to increase the recruit-

ment ofAsian-American officere.

Ifconfirmed by the City Council,

he would become the first Asian-
*

American to serve on the Police •

Commission. 1
*

“When I first talked about this,

I wanted to deal with Asian is-

sues, Asian recruitment, To find

out how much, if any, there is

any Asian racist hate crimes,'*^

j
Yamaki said. “It’s unfortunate

*

J

this controversy came up.”
*'

George Aliano, president of

the Los Angeles Police Protective
4

* League, said Yamaki’s defense of
1

a suspected accomplice in the of-

ficer shooting could raise con-

cerns among rank-and-file LAPI>
officers. .

? J

“My members aren’t going to

like it ” Aliano said. / $1

t
Yamaki said it should not Be

.an issue.
;

1 Daily News Staff Writers John :

' Polich and Jaxon Van Derbeken

contributed to this story.
; ;
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POLICE ANSWER TO PUBLIC
AMID FUROR OVER BEATING

..
ByJOCELYN Y. STEWART
JJimes staff writer

<cr
'

fr 'The team of officers was . ex-
plaining Los Angeles police proce-
dures to a meeting of about 80
Residents in the Lake View Terrace
Recreation Center on Wednesday
evening when the discussion
moved to the subject of probable
cause.

“Why is a person made to lie on
*the ground when they are

; stopped?” asked Melanie Bernard,
a teacher’s assistant from Lake
[View Terrace.

*' An officer on the panel explained
that ordering a person to the
ground had to be justified by prob-
jable cause. The answer clearly did
pot please Bernard.

|

“I have seen and heard of cases,

(especially black and Hispanic
(youths, just stopped for a traffic

^Violation and being made to lie on
;]the ground,” she said. “I just think
jt’s a form of harassment. It’s very
•degrading”

a The meeting, called a Police-
.Community Awareness Seminar,

included Deputy Police Chief Mark
’-

Kroeker, chief of Valley opera-
tions, and Foothill Division Capt.
John Mutz. It was the second of
several planned as a result of the
Rodney G. King incident, said Sgt.

Dennis Zine.

Kroeker has decided, the ser-
geant said, “that the communfch*^
tion between the Police ‘Depart-

‘

ment and tie community needs
enhancement, and questions have
to be answered.”
The racially mixed audience

came from block clubs, neighbor-
hood watch groups and other com-
munity organizations. Some said
they had been attending police-

community meetings for years.
“In my 26 years of police service,

I’ve never seen a time that has
called more for the need for eye-
ball- to -eyeball interaction,”
Kroeker told the group. “It’s more
important than ever that we talk to

you.”

The 10 officers on the panel
talked about using 911, anti-gang
units and programs for dealing

' with at-risk youngsters. The que-
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ries from the audience became
sharper when the (question of po-
lice discipline was Raised.

“There are people who are
stopped and ’ roughed up all the
time, like [former NBA player]

Jamal Wilkes and ([baseball Hall of

Famer] Joe Morgan,” said' Richard
.Lewis of Lake View Terrace. “Was
that probable cause?”

Mutz attempted to meet the
question .head-on, and acknowl-
edged that there are “failures.”

Lewis pressed, Ranting to know
if “officers have a responsibility to

stop another officer when they see
him using excessive force.”
* Answered Mutz*. “What do you
do to a supervisor who doesn’t act?

You punish him.”
The captain then said he could

not further discuss the March 3
beating of King in Lake View
Terrace because the case is in the
courts. He added that “the depart-
ment has admittedits failure.”

“It’s easy to say it’s a failure of

the department,” Lewis said after

the meeting, “but why is the
system failing?”



The seminar, Lewis said, is "just
a PR campaign" in the wake of the
King incident.

Bernard, also dissatisfied, said
she felt she was just "getting
rule-book answers about how the
police are supposed to act.”

'

The discussion of discipline

,
brought wide-eyed disbelief from
William Thomas, an insurance
salesman from Pacoima, who asked
MutZ: “Are you telling us that if
you stop me for anything, I can
demand to talk to your supervi-
sor?"

“Yes,” answered Mutz.
However skeptical some in the

audience might have been, others
said they had come, with open
minds to learn how the Police
Department operates.

“I came out to find out if the
quality of police service has gone
down,” Phil Tabbi of Sun Valley
said before the meeting. “We’re
interested in what’s going on.”

Despite his skepticism, Thomas
said the seminar enabled many
people to get “stuff off their chests.
There have .been more beatings

.
than just the one ofRodney King.”
Kroeker, transferred to the San

Fernando Valley after the King
beating, told the meeting that “a
lot of goodwill in the city has been
wiped out” by the incident, which
has resulted in four officers being
charged with assault. The commu-
nity seminars, he said, are “good"
things arising from something very
destructive.”

The first session attracted only.
40 people to the Foothill Division
station March 26. As a result,

Wednesday’s meeting was moved
to the recreation center on Foothill
Boulevard to reach people who
might be reluctant to come to the
station, Zine said.

“There is a lot of misunderstand-
ing about what the police can and
cannot do,” Officer Ken Roth said
after the meeting. “We don’t have
carte blanche. We have to go by
the rules. A lot of the public doesn’t

"

realize that. The forum tonight was
positive because it informed the

"

publicabout police procedures.”
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Gates Gets Hero’s

Welcome on His.

Return to Work
By ERIC MALNIC
TIMES STAFF WRITER

In a scene reminiscent of Gen. Douglas
MacArthur’s triumphant return to the

Philippines during World War II, embat-
tled Los Angeles Police Chief Daryl F.

Gates returned to his office at Parker
Center on Tuesday.

Eschewing the back door 'he. usually

uses to reach his office, Gates made a far

grander entrance, pulling up to the front

of police headquarters to be greeted by
about 150 cheering supporters, about 50

scrambling members of the news media
and a handful of jeering critics.

Ironically, it was the critics who got in
*

the first word, shouting “Gates must go!”

as the chief stepped out of his big, red

sedan.

But those shouts were quickly
drowned out by the chanting of his

supporters, who clapped and yelled,

“Gates must stay!”

. Smiling broadly as he shook the hands

and hugged the shoulders of dozens of

the police officers and department em-
ployees who lined the walk in front of _

Parker Center, the chief took almost five

minutes to make his way into the build-

,

ing.

“It's nice to be back,” he said.%^P
;

'appreciate this -very much. These are

*wonderful people. We’re a family.”

Gates’ return was made possible when
Superior Court Judge Ronald M. Sohigian

issued a temporary restraining order on

Monday that blocked the Police Commis-
sion’s decision last week to place the

M

chief on a 60-day leave.

The restraining order had been sought

by the City Council and attorneys repre-

senting the chief. It had been opposed by
/.the commission, which was appointed by
/Mayor Tom Bradley.

The issue of Gates’ future has divided

the city—and its officials—since
the videotaped police beating of
Altadena resident Rodney G. King
on March 3. Gates called the beat-
ing an isolated incident and an
“aberration,” but critics said it was
symptomatic of continuing police
brutality and demanded Gates’ res-
ignation. _

'

Tuesday’s event was choreo-
graphed almost as carefu^y ' as
'MacArthur’s meticulously chronic
cled return to the island nation, he
had been driven from 2V6 years
earlier by invading Japanese forc-
es.

By 8 a.m. Tuesday, news crews
began gathering near the San Pe-
dro Street gate at the back of police
headquarters. The chief usually
drives quickly through the gate
and up .to a back door that is

off-limits to the news media,- and
.
there was concern among report-
ers and photographers that they
might miss their opportunity.
Not to worry.

About 8:15,, one of the chief’s

aides sidled up to a cameraman to
* announce, in a stage whisper, that
Gates would be coming in the front
way.

The news crews dashed around
to the front of the building, but
there was plenty of time.

Workers were still putting up
four huge bows made of blue
ribbon *that were said to show
support for police officers—“our
men and women in blue.” Three of
the bows were tied around columns
at the main entrance and one
dangled from the roof on a Jong
rope.

By 9:15, a sizable crowd of sup-
porters, many of them sporting
“blue ribbon” lapel pins, had gath-
ered to form two lines—one down
each side of the 100-foot walk
leading ’from the entrance to the
sidewalk. Virtually all of them
were police officers or department
employees who had gotten khe
word that the chief was on his way.

“I'm here to welcome him
home,” said Cheryl Henderson, one
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of the employees. “I respect and
admire him, and I don’t think he’s

done anything wrong.”

“Let’s talk about 13 years of the
best administrator any police de-

.
partment has ever had,” said Police

‘Officer Wayne Zippi. “Gates is

coming back,where he belongs.”

At 9:30, with everyone in place,

Gates’ car arrived.

His * remarks were largely
drowned out by the competing
chants; but through the din, the
chief said he was surprised by the
turnout and didn’t know until then
why aides had told him to delay his

arrival for a few minutes.

* Asked if he felt vindicatedby the

judge’s restraining order/ Gates
said: “I don’t know if there was any

r vindication necessary, ... I just

think [the judge’s ruling] was the

right one. I don’t have any hard
- feelings toward anyone.”

Gates said he would like the

opportunity to “sit down” with the
* mayor to resolve their differences.

Interrupted by the jeers of the
protesters, the chief said: “I think a
lot of people have forgotten about
Rodney King, I don’t think these
people really care about Rodney
King at all.”

As he lieaded up the walk be-

tween the lines of cheering sup-

,

porters, the crowd closed in around
him and the beaming chief paused
repeatedly to shake proffered
hands, return eager hugs and ac-

knowledge the people who were
* welcoming him. . I

r



“You're'No. 1, boss," a man told

him.

“It's great to have you back," -a

woman said.

“Thank you;" the chief said.

“Thank you all.”

Mentioning that he had “a stack

of paperwork” that needed his

attention, the chief finally made his

way into an elevator that took him

to his sixth-floor office.

A few reporters and photogra-

phers followed him up there, but

aides said the chief was too busy to

be interviewed at his desk.

The photo opportunity was ov$r.

JOEKENNEDY / Los Angeles Times

Police Chief Daryl F. Gates greets well-wishers outside Parker Center on Tuesday.
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Bradley Names
Defense Lawyer

to Police Board

By GLENN F. BUNTING
TIMES STAFF WRITER

Moving quickly in an attempt to re-

store public confidence in his belea-

guered Police Commission, Mayor Tom
Bradley named criminal defense attorney

Michael R. Yamaki on Tuesday to fill the

fifth and final seat on the citizen panel.

The appointment of Yamaki, a past

president of the Japanese-American Bar
Assn., came one day after a Superior

Court judge temporarily set aside last

week’s Police Commission order to put

Police Chief Daryl F. Gates on a 60-day

leave of absence.

City Council members have called on

the mayor this week to overhaul the

commission. They said in interviews

Tuesday that changes are necessary to

bring some balance and integrity to the

civilian commission that oversees the

Police Department.

"I believe that, as presently constitut-

ed, the PoliceCommission wants to

make Daryl Gates a scapegoat,”

gaid Councilwoman Joy Picus, a

Supporter of the chief.

7,! In a prepared statement, Bradley

ahuded to the importance of Ya-

maki’s appointment as the Police

Commission begins its investiga-

tion of Gates in the wake of the

•police beating of black motorist

Rodney G. King on March 3.

* ’"It is an extraordinary time for

"the city, our Police Department

;§nd our Police Commission,” the

Snayor said. “I am confident Mi-

chael Yamaki has the personal

fortitude to consider objectively

land fairly the decisions that face

$he commission in the coming
^months.”

At the forefront of those deci-

sions will be the commission’s in-

vestigation of Gates. Several City

'feouncil members have accused

^Bradley and his aides of using their

political influence with the mayor’s

Appointees on the Police Commis-

sion to oust Gates. Bradley has

.•denied any political meddling with

j£he commission decision to put

Gates on leave.

p Yamaki said he had no opinion

bn whether Gates should resign.

p "I don’t see this as just a battle

^between the mayor and the chief,”

ftamaki said. “The central issue is

^whether the beatings are institu-

tionalized. Everyone agrees that is

,

j£he problem.”
= v If confirmed by the City Council,

rtamaki would be the first Asian-
(American to serve on the city

.
panel. He is chairman of the Asian

-^advisory committee* to the Police

Commission.
"Asa criminal defense attorney,

>Y$maki successfully defended one
<jof' three people who were tried in

•^connection with a 1984 Chinatown
-jewelry store shootout that left a
j^os Angeles police officer and two
^holdup suspects dead. Yamaki’s

client was acquitted on charges of
having served as an accessory to

murder for allegedly harboring one
of the gunmen. During the case,

Yamaki got a confession made by
his client, Thong Huynh, thrown
out of court by arguing that he had
not properly received his Miranda
rights against self-incrimination
because a police officer recited
them in a dialect of Chinese differ-

ent than the one Huynh speaks.
Asked about police reaction to

Yamaki’s appointment, Los Angel-
es Police Protective League Presi-

‘ dent George Aliano said his mem-
bers are "not going to like it.”

Aliano complained that the Po-
lice Commission is supposed to be a
citizen panel, but only friends,

fund-raisers and those with politi-

cal ties to Bradley seem to get
appointed. "You don’t see the kinds
of citizens I'm talking about . . .

like citizen volunteers. There’s al-

ways a connection [to Bradley],”
he said. “There should be a couple
of moderates « . . rather than ev-
eryone out of the same mold and
philosophy.

. "It concerns me we are not given
an opportunity to have a say in it.
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You’d think they would care about
what’s important to us.”

Yamaki, 43, said he has no con-
cerns about being accepted by
officers because he is a “strong
supporter” of the Police Depart-
ment.
To avoid any potential conflict of

interest, Yamaki said in an inter-

view, he will not’ represent any
clients who are arrested by the Los
Angeles Police Department.
Yamaki said he had been push-

ing the mayor’s office to appoint an
Asian-American ;to the Police
Commission.

|
.

"One of the things they were
concerned about was getting
someone acceptable to the Police
Department who .wouldn’t be
looked upon as someone who was a
police-hater,” Yamaki said.

He said one of his primary objec-
tives will be to recruit more Asian

-

American officers.

Yamaki joins three other lawyers
on the Police Conunission—Presi-
dent Dan Garcia, Vice President
Melanie Lomax and Sam Wil-
liams—and civil libertarian Stan-
ley Sheinbaum.
Yamaki and Sheinbaum were

l(i| N- LA ~
J

t



-,*v

appointed to fill vacancies created
by two commissioners who quit
recently. Sheinbaum, whose nomi-
nation was approved by the City
Council last week, is vacationing in
Europe and played no role in the
commission's decision on Thursday

x
to place Gates on a paid leaye.
The decision to remove Gates

has led several council members to
suggest that the mayor shake up
the commission.

“I’m bothered by the whole ap-
pearance of unfairness and the
hasty rush to make a deci-
sion. . .

." Councilman Zev Yaro-
slavsky said.

Yaroslavsky said *‘a surgical
change or two" in the current
makeup of the commission would
be welcomed by-the council.

Councilman Hal Bernson said:
“If the mayor really means what
he says about establishing credibil-
ity and bringing the community
together, he ought to appoint a new
Police Commission and ... get
some people who are unbiased and
are interested in healing this com-
munity."

Times staff writer Rich Connell
contributed to this story.
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The Ineptitude

of L.A. Government
Bumbling and bureaucrats: a city strugglingfor control

L
os Angeles is not covering itself

with glory these days. The ugly
LAPD furor triggered by the

videotaped beating case threatens to
disgrace the city. The competent and
measured performance of a political

. system is a prerequisite to stability—
and a necessary bedrock of prosperi-
ty. But in recent weeks, Los Angeles’

.
system has failed the test. Under
mounting pressure, it has performed
with neither grace nor effectiveness.

: The latest contretemps over the
Police Commission’s involuntary sus-
pension order illustrates the decline.

Last week the Police Commission, by
a unanimous vote of the Mayor Brad-
ley-appointed commissioners pres-
ent, ordered Chief Daryl Gates to be
suspended with pay for 60 days,
"pending its investigation of the ab-

• horrent police beating of a speeding
motorist. The merits of that decision
are certainly debatable. Supporters of
the chief believe that the suspension
was a kind of summary judgment.
Critics of the chief believe that the
commission’s 60-day cooling-off pe-
riod would have been well-advised.
But what cannot be denied is the

right of the Police Commission to
make that decision. That is precisely

'

what it was set up to do. It is the
civilian controller of the LAPD and

• has not only the right but the respon-
sibility to exercise its judgment.
‘Today, the Police Commission

stands rebuffed by the machinations
of the City Council and the city

attorney’s office. They outmaneu-
vered the commission in court and
blocked its move. The net result is

that the chief is back on the job, the
Police Commission has been told to
take a back seat and the governmen-
tal process has been undermined by
political factionalism.

It is the very process of governing
-that is at risk in this crisis. The city’s

elaborate civil service system offers

department heads, such as the chief
‘of police, enormous protections from
‘political overlordship. But what the
system does not do is protect the city

.from the potential arrogance of top

Los Angeles Times
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civil servants and from the debilitat-
ciassfiication

ing effects of bureaucrats accountable
Submitting Oi

to no one. The system needs-to be
”

reformed; it has been flawed for a indaxinn-

long time but the cracks have now SEARCHED.,

become painfully obvious. SERIAUZED.

The current impasse puts a special

responsibility on three major players
in this civic drama to rise above any
propensity for posturing and politics

and, for the good of the city, look for a I

wise way out. The first player, of .

course, is the maypr, who found
himself in the unaccustomed, and
uncomfortable, position of having to

take a high-profile stand on a high-
profile issue; he finally said that the
chief must resign: The second player,

oi course, is the chief of police, who
has said that he won’t. And the third

is the City Council, which must
understand that the stakes in this

crisis are greater than almost any it

has ever dealt with. At risk is nothing
less than the bond of trust people in

. this city feel toward each other, and
toward the men and women sworn to

protect them from crime. So the usual
jostling for political advantage, the
playing to constituencies, the back-
room deals—all the traditional tools

used at City Hall—must be put on the
shelf now for the good'of Los Angel-
es. To this end, the peace-making
press conference Tuesday between
the mayor, the council president and

’ the police chief is all to the good.

Here’s the story: Daryl Gatfes looks
to be the chief of police until the
Police Commission, having completed
its investigation, reaches the irre-

versible conclusion that there are
overwhelming grounds for his re-
moval. Or Gates remains chief until

he realizes that he has become an
impediment to progress and steps

down—as The Times has already
urged. But until either one of those

determinations is made, Los Angeles
needs to try going about its business
without becoming the laughingstock
of the country. The situation is almost
out of control. It is the job of the
political Establishment to get its act 1 h/A« / f\
together. .
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Black, Hispanic trust in police declines

By Beth Laski

Daily News Staff Writer

Confidence in Los Angeles

police dropped sharply among
blacks and Hispanics following

the videotaped beating of an

unarmed black motorist by of-

ficers in the Foothill Division,

according to a UCLA survey

released Tuesday.

However, the March 4 beat-

ing of Rodney King did not

change the attitudes of white

Southern Californians toward
police, according to the 1991

UCLA Southern California So-

cial Survey.

“The study suggests that Los

Angeles isn’t the same home for

everyone,” said Marilynn

Brewer, director of the UCLA
Institute for Social Science Re-

' search.

Telephone interviews of Los

Angeles County residents

showed that those who had ex-

pressed “a lot” of confidence in

local police dropped from 44
percent before the beating to 39

percent afterward, Brewer said.

The number of black and
Hispanic respondents express-

ing “a lot” of confidence in lo-

cal police fell from 38.1 percent

before the beating to 28.2 per-

cent afterward.

The number of whites who
said they had “a lot” of confi-

dence in police stayed at a con-

stant 47.6 percent before and
after the incident. 1

- DAILY NEWS
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T
he videotaped beating of a black
motorist last month by the Los
Angeles Police Department—
memorialized on national

television — has transformed
America’s second largest city into a
volatile Beirut-By-The-Sea, politically.

That Los Angeles Mayor Tom
Bradley and Police Chief Daryl Gates
called a dramatic truce this week to
cool down the rhetoric in their public
battle over an incident that has
divided the city indicates the
seriousness of the problem.

What began as a focus on police
brutality, following the indictment of
four LAPD officers in the beating of
Rodney G. King, has now mushroomed
into a politicized incident shattering
alliances between ethnic subgroups,
the business community and civil

rights activists.

The King probe, already tense and
full of racial and legal overtones, has
now been reframed by some Bradley
allies as to whether the controversial
Gates is the real culprit in the scandal.

Before the cease-fire orchestrated by
City Council President John Ferraro,
politics took over when Bradley, who is

black— and after seven conflicting
statements over several weeks —told

/ %

n I Joe

1 Scott

Gates, who is white, to resign in .order

to “heal” a divided city.

The chief, insisting he was putting
the LAPD back on track, refused.

Bradley’s hand-picked Police
Commission, following a strategy
developed weeks ago by his office, in

concert with the American Civil

Liberties Union and black community
activists, to get rid of the chief, then
voted to relieve Gates of his duties
pending the outcome of a probe. .

By making Gates the scapegoat
before any systemic pattern of
brutality could be traced to him, the
commission ignored a prophetic
warning from its newest appointee,
Stanley K. Sheinbaum.

The astute ACLU activist and
former University of California regent
opposed a rush to judgment.

Sheinbaum, absent from the
now-famous meeting, said putting

Indexing:

Gates on leave “in the present
circumstances would be very difficult”

because it would have the taint of a
political maneuver.

What disturbed many liberal

Westside Gates-haters about the

commission’s lynch-mob gesture was
the lack of any due process afforded

the chief, accused of no wrongdoing.

Despite Bradley’s lobbying, the

weathervane Los Angeles City Council,

sensing an injustice and an
opportunity to flex its long-dormant
political muscle, ordered Gates
reinstated — at least until another
court hearing April 25.

The council’s action stunned
Bradley, whose broad-based support
within the powerful business

community has been damaged by a
serious miscalculation.

Gates had enjoyed a superior job
rating from the commission for years.

He even got a merit raise in January
from the panel that voted, for political

reasons, to bench him.

A case can be made that the Police

Commission is the real culprit in the

King-become-Gates furor by
abdicating its responsibility.

The liberal panel— one of its

members was now-federal Judge



Stephen Reinhardt— a longtime,
behind-the-scenes, Bradley confidant— inexplicably tapped Republican
Gates in 1978, although he was second
on the list.

Despite numerous controversial
statements offensive to blacks, Jews,
Latinos and women, the passive
commission has kept a loose leash on
Gates, rarely disciplining him and
establishing no paper trail for ouster.

The commission has soft-peddled
brutality complaints by citizens for
years.

Its lack of action ranges from
charges of excessive LAPD restraints
against right-to-life activists to baton
beatings of union janitors in Century
City last June.

The city charter gives the Police
Commission head-of-department
status.

As such, Gates’ immediate superior
is the panel which serves at the
pleasure of Bradley, whose attention
has centered on the harbor and airport
commissions.

But the mayor and his allies insist
that the current powers granted the
commission by the charter are too
weak, an argument voters have
rejected.

The charter makes clear that the
commission has the power to
supervise, control, regulate and
manage the LAPD, and make and
enforce all necessary rules and
regulations.

Bradley’s only adroit move was
naming an independent commission to
investigate the LAPD’s structure and
operation.

Heading it is influential Los Angeles
lawyer Warren M. Christopher, vice
chairman of the McCone Commission
which probed the 1965 Watts Riots.

The first of the Christopher panel’s
seven charges is to investigate the
“proper role, staffing and resources” of
the Police Commission.

A report by mid-summer may offer
some clues about whether the mayor’s
commission has been derelict during
Gates’ watch.

Could the present problem have
been averted by more vigilance at the
top?

Joe Scott is editor of The Political
Animal and The California Eye
newsletters

, and political

commentator for KCBS-TV. He lives
in Redondo Beach
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Mayor’s Truce With Gates

Seen as Effort to Cut Losses
Police: Bradley and his deputy initiated talks because

the campaign to oust chiefwas in trouble, sources say.

By GLENN F. BUNTING
TIMES STAFF WRITER

Faced with criticism from busi-

ness leaders and a decline in his

public approval ratings, Mayor
Tom Bradley is attempting to ex-
tricate himself from the volatile

political struggle generated by the
police beating of Rodney G. King.
The mayor’s desire to pull back

from what had been shaping up as
a titanic—and highly public-
struggle with the City Council and
Police Chief Daryl F. Gates
prompted a summit meeting Tues-
day afternoon between Bradley,
Gates and council President John
Ferraro.

At a news conference after the
hourlong meeting, Ferraro was

hailed by Gates for his role as a
“peacemaker” in arranging the
session, which produced a promise
from the three to quiet the battle

over whether Gates should be
replaced.

But City Hall sources, some of

whom spoke on the condition of

anonymity, said Bradley and his

chief of staff, Deputy Mayor Mark

NEWS ANALYSIS

Fabiani, actually initiated the ses-

sion after it became clear that

Fabiani’s behind-the-scenes cam-
paign to orchestrate Gate’s remov-
al was in serious trouble.

While the mayor said at the
.-news 'conference that he still be-

i
lieves Gates should be removed,
aides said he has no plans to pursue
the chief’s ouster, at least publicly.

Bradley has denied that there was
ap underground attempt to oust

.
Gates, although mayoral sources

consistently have said otherwise. It

is not known if the private anti-

Gates campaign will continue, but
sbme sources doubt it.

1

1

“Everyone in the mayor's office

.
jii running for cover” said one
source; familiar with the Bradley
Administration’s strategy.

* Another source said the mayor
has been left little choice but to

alter his strategy regarding Gates,

and added that Bradley’s willing-

ness to allow Ferraro to don the

frnantle of meditator was telling:

[“That Bradley would have agreed
|to let Ferraro bring them together
[when he knew that Ferraro was a
Gates loyalist was an incredible

admission on his part.”

; Bradley spokesman Bill Chan-
dler denied that Tuesday’s joint

statement with Gates signaled a .

retreat by the mayor: “The may-
or’s position regarding the chief

jand the Police Commission remains
firm and unchanged.”

-
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hind Bradley’s withdrawal was* a
pending two-week tour of Taiwan,
Korea, Japan and Hong Kong. The
Strip begins Friday and before then,

ja source said, Bradley needed “to

clear the air.”

1
1

“If everybody is still screaming,
now does [Bradley] get out of town
pnd not look like he’s walking
jaway from a disaster?” asked one
jBradley Administration official.

|

^Tuesday’s meeting was only the
latest in a series of developments
Jhat drastically altered what had
seemed a smooth-running attempt

\6 force Gates to resign as head of
the 8,300-officer department,

i
: First, Bradley last week publicly

demanded Gates’ resignation. Two
pays later, Bradley’s appointees on
(he Police Commission placed the
Chief on a 60-day leave of absence.
Dn Friday, the council surprised
Bradley by ordering the city attor-

ney to settle any lawsuit filed by
Gates as a result of the Police

Commission action. And a Superior
Court judge on Monday temporari-
ly reinstated the chief, but delayed
a decision on the legal challenge to

lO ome sources close to the mayor

P suggested that one motive be-

\lQ4 5'-Ab-Zzf



the chiefs disciplining,

A gainst that backdrop, some of

Bradley’s strongest supporters
in the business community began
last week to publicly—and, sources
said, in private conversations with
the mayor—question the mayor’s-

political strategy regarding Gates.
For instance, Richard Riordan, a

prominent Los Angeles attorney
and longtime Bradley stalwart,
said in an interview that the mayor
has “got to back off. . . . I think he
cannot go ahead [with a plan to

seek the chief’s removal]. I think
he would be just [putting] himself
deeper and deeper into a hole.”

.

Such comments sent Bradley a
strong signal.

“It became dangerous,” said one
source. “

. . .He was hearing from
people who -disagreed with the
manner in which he was dividing,

the city.”

Also, a Times Poll late last week
found that 6 out of 10 Los Angeles
residents believed that in calling

for Gates to resign, the mayor had
nought to further his political as-

pirations. The poll also found that

Bradley’s approval rating had
slipped.somewhat.

Ferraro, who had voted with a
council majority to effectively
override Gates’ removal, said the
first suggestion of a conciliatory

meeting between the mayor and
the police chief came Monday after

he bumped into Deputy Mayor
Fabiani in a hallway.

Ferraro and Fabiani had “de-
tailed-conversations” about a pos-
sible summit and compromises, a
knowledgeable source said.

Later Monday, Bradley phoned
Ferraro at home.

“John, I hear you’d like to be in a
meeting,” the mayor said, accord-
ing to Ferraro. “Well, can you set

one up?”
Ferraro said he called Gates at

home and the mayor and both sides

agreed to a 4 p.m. meeting the next
day.

Bradley and Gates sat on sepa-
rate tan couches in Ferraro’s office.

The council president said he
pulled up a chair in the middle with
Gates on his left and Bradley-on his

right. No one else was present.

Ferraro began with an appeal to

both men.
“Let’s see what we can do to be

positive about this,” he recalled

saying. “As long as we keep at-

tacking each other, the media lovesj

that, and that doesn’t solve any
problems.”

Bradley suggested that Gates set

a firm retirement date, perhaps as

soon as his 65th birthday in Au-
gust. The chief wanted Bradley to

agree to drop the Police Commis-
sion’s action to put him on leave.

It quickly became clear that

neither side would budge.

As the discussion wore on, Fer-

raro told the mayor that he should

tell the city: “Daryl Gates is the

chief of police. We got som’e prob-

lems in the Police Department.

Nobody knows the department
better. I’m for him 100% and I

know he can correct them.”
f Bradley never went along, Fer-

raro said.

Instead, the three officials set-

tled on a few paragraphs scrawled

on scratch paper by Ferraro, basi-

cally agreeing to tone down their

divisive remarks. Then they ap-

peared on television at 6 p.m.

B radley was seen by some as the

clear loser. The image of the

'

mayor appearing at a news confer-

ence with Gates and Ferraro sug-

gested a “total capitulation,” said

one council member- who has as-

sumed a low profile in the Gates

controversy but who voted with

the majority to settle the lawsuit.

The council member spoke on
condition of anonymity.

Added Councilman Zev Yaro-

slavsky: “The mayor looked like

someone who wanted to put this

behind him.”

The announcement stunned
community leaders who had been
in contact with Bradley’s office and
had appiauded his public call for

Gates to resign—and it made clear

that removing himself from’ the

fray might not be a simple task.

“It was shocking to me,” said

Ramona Ripston, executive direc-

tor’of the American Civil Liberties

Union of Southern California. “I

don’t understand why he did

it. . . . It signals he is not feeling

as certain about the course of this

struggle as he did a couple of

weeks ago. So, he is hedging his

bets.”
*
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Police: Many accused ofmisconduct win disabifity

retirement when they say they can’t handle the .pressure.

By RICHARD A. SERRANO ’

TIMES STAFF WRITER

’

. In 17 years as a -Los Angeles

police officer, Norman Nelson took

part in seven shootings. He was
, tried three times on '.charges of

raping a woman while on duty.

-.When he recently strode into a

hearing of the city's pension board,

wearing black boots and a big

Bronco belt buckle, he looked ev-

ery bit the renegade, cowboy cop.

Then he sat down, and he cried.

"I had all this rage in me,” he
said.‘

. Nelson, who was never convict-

,
ed, today lives alone in remote

’ Arizona mountains. He refuses to

take medicine for his nerves “be-

cause I don't like the way it makes

me feel." Asked. 'why -lie, once
mistakenly shot and paralyzed .-a

South-Central , Los Angeles gas
station attendant, heblurted.out; “I'

shot him; that’s the wayit is.”

Then the pension board, as it

does with most police stress disa-

bility retirement petitions,,granted

Nelson a tax-free pension of 50%
of his salary, or about $20,000 a
year. . . ,

" g
Throughout Southern California;

many police officers accused of

misconduct are being awarded
pensions for stress-related injuries

they say are caused by job suspen-

sions and threatened terminations;

criminal charges filed against'

them, and negative media publici-

-

ty / ,
, ~ ~

Already’ four Los Angeles Police

Department officersatihe scene of

the Rodney G\ King police beating

last month are claiming medical

illnesses—.a precursor for a stress

pension application.

.
In the, “39|b and Dalton” -case,

where '.three . .department officers

are on trial and dozens of others

are being 'disciplined, city pension

board officials expect a number of
stress disability claims to follow.
‘ In Long Beach, two former po*
lice officers now being tried for

assaulting black activist Don -Jack-
son were granted stress pensions

late last year. And Jackson, then a

Hawthorne police officer, was
awarded a stress retirement after

he
:
oiaimed emotional problems

stemming from the assault.

With a public outcry that many
police officers appear to be

benefiting from their own miscon-
duct, *a .state "Assembly committee
held hearings last week in Long

’

Beach to plan reform legislation.

“We’re rewarding people who do
'

these kinds" of things,’-’ said com-
mittee Chairman Dave Elder (D-
San Pedro). “It’s like we’re telling

police officers that if you really

want to get out of here, screw up
real big and you’re gone. But that is

not the message we want to give
our employees;7 ’

, The assemblyman suggested
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that along with pension reform,
local police .agencies need to im-
prove their

,
hiring procedures to

“find out what’s
,
going' on with

these people’s lives” before they’re
sworn in as police officers.

“You hand somebody a gun, and
give .Jiim a uniform and a badge,
and they are supposed to keep the
peace,”. Elder said. “But who are
these people? What do we really

know about them?”
Others defend the system. They

say police work by its very nature
is strenuous, and they argue that
many officers get into trouble only
when they believe thereis no other
way to relieve the stress and strain

inherent in such a dangerous job.

Michael Mantell, a San Diego
psychologist who built a sizable

practice treating officers with
emotional problems in Southern
California, said officers claiming a
stress disability undergo a rigorous
investigative process lasting an
average of two years. Seldom, he
said, are troubled cops trying to

cheat the system.
"I don’t think there’s a’ lot of

people .going io the bank
laughing,” Mantell said. “There’s
not a lot of money involved for

them, considering how long it

takes and what they have to go
through to get it.”

Michael T. Roberts, an attorney
who specializes in representing
police officers on disability claims



f before the Los' Angeles Board of

;
Pension Commissioners, agreed.

'

l “You can't really profit from

\ your own wrongdoing,” he said.

: “The staff here* is very good at
* investigating claims/ And this

> board is very good at weeding but

those who arejust trying to salvage

something out of being fired.”

The Los Angeles pension board

hearings, held each Thursday,
'' are unique in that there is perhaps v

, no other public setting where po-
J

lice officers accused of brutality,
’ racism, neglect of duty and other
1

misconduct speak openly and can-
* didly of the dark side of enforcing

}
the law.

|, They describe incidents where
' they perhaps shot an innocent

person, or froze at the trigger when
they should have killed an armed

. suspect They describe grand jury

investigations, interrogations by
' the police Internal Affairs Division,
1

job suspensions and terminations,

• intense media pressure, the break-

up of friendships at work and, for

many of them, divorce and long

hours spent contemplating suicide.

They describe frayed nerves,

hypertension, headaches and de-

pression. One officer told how the

hair on his head and hands, fell out.

Another described purple splotch-

es that broke out on his face.

Several suddenly gained weight-
30 and 40 pounds—and still

couldn't stop pulling into fast-food

restaurants.

Few if any of them make it

through the pension hearing with-

out reaching for the box of Kleenex

at the witness table.

“If there's a strong discipline

case against an officer, then there's

a strong chance the guy's going to

come over here for a disability

pension,” said Gary Mattingly,

t * -

general manager of theLos Angel-

j

es pension board.* \ *
„*

I “He knows he's not going to get

r another promotion or*a better as-
'

' signment. He might feel his career

1 is ruined andhe's embarrassed. He
f might realize the only alternative

l is to get out”

t Police
#
agencies throughout

\
Southern California have different

S approaches to handling stress
L

: - *

1

' claims. .
f>/

.

* '
^ ; BV

, In San Diego, the City Council:

voted in 1982 to no longer offer*

stress retirements to new, police;

officers. At tha,t time, San DiegtT

was experiencing a high number ofi

t police officers being shot in the line
1

! of duty, and a growing -number bf

* stress pension claims was threat^

ening an already-tight citybudget?*?

! Lawrence Grissom, the city's

retirement director, said that since

1982, San Diego has seen a 50% to

75% reduction in stress claims. He
said police recruits hired since that

time are advised of the change

from the outset.

“We tell them that at orienta-

tion, right out there at the training

academy,” he said. “I run through

their benefits and I emphasize the

fact that there is no stress disabili-

tyfor San Diego police officers.”

:;Grissom also noted that many
officers who win stress pensions go

on to find work elsewhere.

“One guy is a chief of security

for a private firm,” he said. “An-

other is a contractor. Another's a

truck driver.”

Other police officers blame their

stress problems on feelings of be-

trayal by their colleagues and su-

periors.

*Sgt. Charles Mattingly was
awarded a stress pension after he

was disciplined for shooting a San

Diego drug suspect with an electric

stun gun in 1987. The suspect later

died, and the San Diego Police

Department, under a barrage of

negative media coverage, blamed

Mattingly.

-Jn the end, the sergeant took his

stress retirement money, quit the

police force and returned home to

Colorado.

} His San Diego attorney, James

Gattey, said Mattingly suffered de-

pression, anxiety and insomnia, not

out of guilt for.using the stun gun,

but because he felt rejected by his

“police family.”

“It became a case where the

family caved in on him,” Gattey

said.

I
n Orange County, former Stan-

ton Officer Anthony Sperl

formed a California Police Stress

Institute and traveled the country

holding training 'seminars for po-

lice recruits. Sperl brought to the

counseling group a bit of firsthand

expertise—he retired on a stress

pension himself after mistaking a

toy gun for a real weapon and

fatally shooting a 5-year-old boy

in 1983.

“I've seen cases where one guy,

who was living with me, was so

stressed out he woke up in the

morning drinking and he was
drunk by 8 a.m.,” Sperl recalled.

“He worked a high-crime area for

20 years and couldn't take it any

longer. He's -out in Iowa now
playing Joe Farmer.

“But I've seen other cases of

guys who are marginal, guys who
are having problems with the

LAPD, say, and they want to take

the heat off them. There's a real

fine line here. Oftentimes, it's just

the notoriety that ruins you as a

police officer.”



Stacy Picascia was chief of police

in Seal Beach when he took a stress

retirement in 1987 after developing

high-blood pressure. Although his

desk job never called oh him to

chase criminals through city

streets, he found the work of

appeasing the City Council and
various community factions—and
his own police officers—stressful

nonetheless.

“My fingers were numb,” he
said. “I'd get headaches across the

forehead. I was eating and drinking

bottles of Maalox I kept in my desk.

I had rolls of Rolaids in my car.

“Sometimes I had numbness in

my arm. I felt pains across my
chest It's scary.

fYou don’t really

know what is happening to you.”

Similar stories are heard by the

Los Angeles pension board, which
by far handles the most stress

pension applications for police offi-

cers in this region. In fiscal year

1990, the board granted 58 disabili-

ty pensions, 14 of which were
stress-related. The 1990 figures

reflect an increase in stress pen-
sions since the mid-1980s, when a

.
large number of psychiatric-relat-

ed petitions prompted city officials

to tighten the rules.

Lt Ken Staggs, who serves, as

the LAPD’s representative on the

board, said the panel seldom has
any choice but to grant a pension

when the Police Department states

it no longer has a position available

for an officer.
,

If a ’state worker’s compensation

judge has already ruled in favor of

an applicant, the pension board
almost always follows suit and
grants a pension for the work-re-
lated injury, Staggs said. And, he
•pointed out, an applicant can al-

ways find one or more psychia-

trists to conclude -that he is no
longer ’ capable of being a police

officer.
’

Should the board be tougher?

“That's a difficult question,”

Staggs said. '“That’s really difficult

to answer. But if an X,.A. police

officer in a blue uniform comes
before this board and tells me he’s

been out in that patrol car and has
never had a break for 20 years, and
tells me he’s stressed out, J
wouldn't even question him.”

When a police officer receives

a stress pension, any pend-
ing administrative discipline is im-
mediately dropped because he re-

tires. At the same time, many
officers seek- stress pensions after

being disciplined or demoted be-

cause they are concerned that their

careers are in jeopardy.

Each time they appear before

the board, they tell their stories in

hopes of winning a tax-free pen-
sion.

• Officer Jon Pearce shot and
seriously wounded an elderly man

jhe spotted waving $ shotgun on his

.front porch in Southwest Los An-
geles. But it turned out the man
was, actually trying to scare drug
•dealers away.

In 1989, ajury ordered the city to

pay $2.2 million in what was hailed

by attorneys as the largest police

brutality and false arrest judgment
in Los Angeles history.

“I just feel very hostile,” Pearce

told the pension board in Novem-
ber, ending his seven-year police

career. “I don't feel interested in

having any kind of social inter-

course with anybody. Just the

problems I have around the house
seem to be enough without adding

to them.”
Pearce was awarded 70% of his

salary, or $2,553.12 a month.
• Unlike Pearce, Sgt. Antonio

Garcia broke down after he was
unable to pull the trigger. He froze

at the very moment he drew a bead
on a suspect running through the

streets armed with a machine gun.

“I endangered everybody,” Gar-
cia said, weeping uncontrollably

during a board hearing in Decem-
ber.

Asked to explain why he crum-
bled emotionally after 18 years of

duty, Garcia groped for words.

“Sir, I don't know/' he said. “I

really don't know because that’s

when I had my ... I had a serious

nervous disorder. I had a complete

breakdown. And I don't know what
happened.”

Garcia was awarded 50% of his

salary, or $2,381.42 a month.



«Sgt Spencet Lynn,anLAP$'
fWernal 'affaire' investigator,

• -ceived a stress pension. ^
' • •

{ In his 18-year poUce career, he
(

was convicted of theft(]parficfcatM *

in several police shootings,„was

pinned down by 90 minutes of

gunfire 'during the Symbionesfe

Liberation Army shoot-oUt in the

1970s, arid once held a fellow polite

officer as he died in his arms.’

“I had nightmares for years,” he

told the pension board in Novem-.
'

ber, “particularly over observing

the murders of at least three offi-

cers during my 'career and the

constant thought of being involved

in another one any day.” .

Lynn received 60% of ihis salary

.

' or $2,781.22 a month.
• • SgL David D. Wiltrout,-another

LAPD internal affairs investigator,

became distraught and admitted to

his supervisors that he had lied on

the witness stand during the police

. misconduct trial of a fellow officer.

He said he was also stressed out

after handling a number of high-

profile police misconduct cases as

an internal affairs investigator, and

feared he was going to he fired or

transferred to a light-duty position

after 22 years on the force.

He turned to the pension board

for help in 1989 and received 50%
of his salary, or $2,262 a month.

“They’re going to put me in a

rubber-gun assignment and stick

, me in some room doingvnotKing,”
1 he told the pension commissioners.

“That’s just as bad as anything, if

riot worse.”

bi
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rLeaderWantsPbliceUnion

By LOUIS SAHAGUN
TIMES STAFF WRITER

r »
‘

*'
*

• Thepresident of the Los Angeles"
Police Protective League, which
•represents ‘the city’s 8,100 police
officers, said Thursday he wants
the union to throw its political

clout and $1.5 million war chest
• behind a proposed effort to recall

MayorTom Bradley,
Lt. George Aliano said that

Bradley is “a hindrance to the city

and to the Police Department'\and
that Los Angeles Police Depart-
ment officers have Jost confidence
in the mayor.
Aliano argues that too much

political interference has followed
the Rodney G. King beating and
threatens to contaminate the de-
partment. In particular, Aliano
said, officers are outraged at the
mayor’s call for Chief Daryl F.

Gates to resign, and over Bradley!s
appointments to the five-member
Police Commission, which last

week placed the chief on an invol-
untary 60-day leave of absence.

”

Aliano and the league hierarchy
traditionally have been at odds
with

#
Gates over such issues as

discipline • and' mandatory drug
testing of officers. But in this case,

Aliano said, the struggleis over the
future of the Los Angeles Police
Department.

“This is bigger than Gates,”
Aliano said. “This, is over the
future of LAPD and how it serves
people;”

Gates was reinstated Monday by
a Superior Court judge pending a
hearing set for April 25 on legal
issues raised by his furlough. But
the Police Commission on Thurs-
day went to the state Court of
Appeals to challenge the* lower
court order.
“The paramount issue is wheth-

er or not the Police Commission
supervises and manages the Police
Department,” said commission
Vice President Melanie Lomax.
“Chief Gates has become a second-

.

ary issue.”

But the filing irked City Council
President John Ferraro, who Tues-

*

day helped arrange a political
cease-fire between the mayor and
Gates.

“I'm very disappointed at this
action,” Ferraro said. “Apparently,
they didn't hear about this love fest
that Tom Bradley and Daryl Gates
and I had the other day.”

’

Aliano's remarks followed the
first of five scheduled private
meetings with rank-and-file offi-
cers to determine what actions
they want to take in response to
the political turmoil created by the
police beating of King.
There is some question, howev-

er, over whether Aliano has the
full support of his own board. Two
league officials, who asked not to
be identified, said there is dissen-
sion on the union's board over the
proposed recall effort.

Aliano acknowledged that some
of his associates are displeased by
the recall effort, but added that he
expects to find that most officers
support the drive.
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He acknowledged that he had
difficulty getting some league of-
ficials to help him organize this

week's membership meetings and
attributed their reluctance to the
fact that they have fought Gates
for years and do not like coming
out so forcefully in his defense.
Aliano said his organization,

which represents officers below
the rank of captain on salary and
other work issues, intends to con-
tribute its “name . . . for endorse-
ments, thousands of volunteers,
money and the ability to hire
experts” for a recall drive.

The pohee union expects to join
forces with Marvin Feldman, a La
Canada activist who helped lead
the ultimately successful campaign
to oust State Supreme Court Chief
Justice Rose Elizabeth Bird in
1986.

“We're ready to rob,” said Feld-
man, 50, who on Thursday said he
was writing a legal notice of intent
to recall Bradley, which he said
would be published next week.
Filipg the notice would be the first

step in the months-long process of
launching a recall campaign;
The next step would be to gather

enough signatures of registered
voters to place the issue on the
ballot.

“We only need 210,000 signa-
tures to get it on the ballot—and
they give us 120. days to do it,”

Aliano said

FBI/ DOJ



Feldman said the recall cam-
paign “will focus on the failure of

the mayor to exercise professional

leadership and statesman-like con-
duct in the aftermath of the Rod-
ney King incident It will also focus

on his obviously biased appoint-

ments to the Los Angeles Police

Commission."
Aiiano and others have said

Bradley's recent appointments to

the Police Commission make it

clear that the mayor . wants a
commission that will be tougher on
Gates. They are also critical of

Bradley's eventual public call for

Gates to resign at a time of crisis.

While the police union will be “a
very important aspect of the recall

effort/' Feldman said he was try-,

ing to line up other groups to lend
support including “homeowners /

groups, police booster clubs,

women's groups, .chambers of com- *

merce.”
Aliano's remarks come only two

days after Bradley and Gates de-

clared a public truce:

“I'm not part of the truce, and I

don't work for the chief," Aiiano

said. “My members explained to me
what it is they wanted and that's

what we'll do."

Bradley spokesman Bill Chan-
dler said the mayor had no com-
ment on the police recall effort.

“The vast majority of the people of

this city support the mayor's posi-

tion that the chief of police should

resign, and the vast majority sup-

port the position of the Police

Commission," Chandler said.

Some interpreted talk of recall-

ing Bradley as an attempt to de-

flect attention from the videotaped

beating of King on March 3.

Joseph Duff, president of the Los
Angeles Chapter of the NAACP,
called the recall threat an effort to

“twist the democratic process.”

He added; “Police officers should ;

not be involved in politics, from the
chief on down—that's exactly what
the problem is right now.”

Sgt O'Neil Carter, spokesman
\for an African-American police

officers* organization representing

about 500 of the 1,100 black officers

on the force, agreed saying; “Our
position stands. We are staying

away from the politics involved in

this issue.”

Los Angeles Police Detective

Bill Whittaker expressed a differ-

ent sentiment when he left the first

of two union meetings held last

Thursday at the Los Angeles Con-
vention Center. “The mood here is

that we are very concerned about

moves on the part of the mayor and
the Police Commission,” Whittaker
said.

Three . additional meetings are

scheduled to be held today at the

Sportsmen's Lodge in Studio City

and at Parker Center.
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I
f Jerry Dunphy didn't ignite the
mano a mano struggle between
Mayor Tom Bradley and Police Chief

Daryl F. Gates, he certainly helped it

along.

March 19 was the date. Bradley was in

Hawaii helping persuade the National
Football League to play a Super Bowl in
the Rose Bowl. Dunphy, KCAL Channel
9's veteran anchor, was interviewing the
mayor, via satellite for the 10 p.m.
broadcast, live from Kona.
The Rodney G. King case had taken a

dramatic turn. Newly released police
computer tapes revealed cops engaged in

racist chatter. Bradley was under
increasing pressure from L.A*’s liberal

leadership, including blacks and Latinos, .

to demand Gates' resignation. But the
mayor so far had declined to do so, saying
the decision was Gates' and Gates' alone.

Much ofjournalism is how you ask the
question. Everyone had been asking
Bradley whether Gates should go. -

Dunphy put a different spin on it.
*

If the Police Department's policy 6n
force is modified, he asked, if King is

/Compensated and the guilty officers -

punished, “then why should Chief Gates
leave?"

Much to Dunphy's surprise, this time
Bradley responded. “We have suffered a
grievous harm and I think it will be years
before that image is corrected,” he said.*

“In order for us to start thathealing
process, it is necessary to have some
.drastic changes and I think . . .it would
help in that healing process if the chief
retired.”

“We led him down the path,” Dunphy
recalled for me this week, “and led him
right into it”

Down the path and directly into battle.

Knowing they had something, the *

KCAL hews crew worked the story hard.
KABC, picking up the KCAL quotes, did
the same on its 11 p.m. news show.
Seeing the way the story was
developing, Bradley's press secretary,
Bill Chandler, called television stations
and newspapers assuring them the
mayor was not calling for Gates'
.resignation.

f “They tried to deny it,” said Dunphy. -

;
“But we played the tape back.”

% * The mayor’s words spoke for

- themselves, and the Bradley position was
' .now clear: It was time for Gates to go.

And now, if Gates did not go, it would
represent a loss for Bradley. He could .

take cover no longer behind his limited

mayoral powers: His political hide was
#
on

the line. The game had changed. "
:

,

It was a complete reversal of form. A \

secret of the mayor's long success had
been his ability to avoid the fray. As Ira

Reiner once put it, Tom Bradley never
steps oh the battlefield until it's time to

count the wounded. .

In fact, the Bradley assault on Gates

;
had been following the traditional

;
pattern, with the mayor standing f$r •

above the bloodshed. No wonder the *

\

f
interview caused consternation for his.

aides. -
.

- D
Why did he do it?

One reason was the question.

Politicians grow accustomed to hearing

the same old questions. They give the

.

same old answers, as if their minds were
on automatic pilot. The reporter who
phrases the question a bit differently

* sometimes gets the honest answer;

That's what happened to Dunpfey. It's

easy to make fun of Dunphy, who many
. believe was the inspiration for Ted
Baxter, the not-so-smart and
all-too-pompous anchor on the Mary
Tyler Moore Show. He's had lots of

career setbacks, but Dunphy's Irish face

and thick white hair have been'

trademarks of L.A. TV news through the

gnedium’s many transformations, and
he's still an anchor. In short, Dunphy is a

survivor, and on this night he scored a

COUD.
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But I think there was another reason

why Bradley spoke out. :

The text of the computer messages

! must have infuriated him. “Right out of -

f

’Gorillas in the Mist,' ” said one officer,. »

. describing the scene at a black family's

home.
I can only guess at the impassive

mayor's personal reaction to the

messages, just as I could only guess at his
* reaction to racist personnel reports

written about him years ago when he

* was a black officer in a Los Angeles
‘ Police Department full of racism; I'd seen

f
those reports and especially remember

I
one written by a half-literate superior

I who clumsily invoked racial stereotypes

in giving Bradley a bad rating.

.Those memories inside the mayor are

dynamite, just ready to be exploded.

Dunphy struck the match.

In the background was the fact that

Bradley was already prepared to escalate
*

the attack, although not in that

particular manner. “The reaction to the

. computer messages convinced the mayor
to take another step,” said Deputy Mayor
Mark Fabiani, a key strategist in the

campaign against Gates.

But the game was supposed to proceed

carefully, according to the mayor's ^
timetable. It did, until Bradley heard the

familiar voice of Jerry Dunphy, a mail

who'd interviewed him for more than a

^ quarter-century. A familiar voice, asking
* ’ the question in an unfamiliar way.'The
v answer sent the mayor down an

v

uncharted road, leading to a political

destination as yet unknown,
t
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* Nearly six weeks after his beating by Los
‘ Angeles police—and seemingly forgotten

in the political turmoil that has followed—

Eodney G. King fears retribution, spends

most of his time seeing doctors, and thinks

.a lot about the headaches, scars and facial

numbness that he worries might become

permanent.

A man who was always concerned about

his looks, and particularly fussy about his

teeth, King is depressed about his appear-

ance and will likely need more surgery to

minimize scars on the right side of his face,

his plastic surgeon and ex-wife said last

week.

King, who never enjoyed sitting at home,

now leads a sedentary, largely secluded

life, venturing out mainly for medical

treatment with a wheelchair and cane.

Never much of a bookworm, the 25-year-

old manual laborer and high-school drop- -

out does not even enjoy television these

days because “every time he turns on the

TV he sees something on it [the beating],”

ex-wife Dennetta King said.

“He’s depressed, he’s scared,” said Den-

netta King, adding that she speaks with

King about twice a week, mainly about

their daughters. “That’s about all he talks

about.
, . ,

“He’s depressed because they beat him

like that and he feels that his manhood has

been taken, and he’s scared because he

don’t know if they’re going to try to beat

him up again or kill him or what,” she said.

Dennetta King said her ex-husband has

been staying at a series of undisclosed,

private homes with family members be-

cause of threats. - -

King’s attorney, Steven Lerman of Bev-

erly Hills said he has hired security guards

to “watch [out] for him.” .

Lerman has filed an $83-million claim

against the city on King’s behalf. Lerman

said he plans to file a civil suit seeking at*

least $56 million, or $1 million for every

blow King allegedly suffered at the hands

of police.

Three Los Angeles police officers and a

sergeant have been indicted on charges of

excessive force, while investigations con-

tinue into the culpability of 17 other

officers present. ,

Although the March 3 videotaped beat-

ing in Lake View Terrace has been re-

played across the country and overseas,

igniting an unprecedented political war

within city government and a series of

investigations, King has avoided publicity.

INDEXED, X

APR 1 7 1991

FBI — LOS ANGELES;

Lerman said he has declined all requests

for interviews with King from reporters

because “I don’t feel he’s in any kind of

shape to be seen.”

“He’s really a very, very, sweet, sweet

man and surprisingly lacking in hatred,”

his lawyer said. “He just wants to get well

and he’s afraid the [police] will still come

for him.”

King’s neat, blue home in Altadena has

the curtains drawn, its phone number and

those of other family members long ago

changed. Neighbprs say they do not hear

from King, and only occasionally catch

word that "he’s doing.OK” or “getting by.”

King suffers from painful headaches and

numbness on the right side of his face

where the bones of-his cheek and eye were

fractured “like an eggshell,” his plastic

surgeon, Dr. Alvin Reiter said.

King’s bones appear to be healing well

after five hours of reconstructive surgery



!

* March 14, Reiter said.-The natural

!
j

tightening of the skin during the

; « healing process has created “sig-

; ! nificant bumps and depressions” on
* ! King's face that probably will re-

. quire more surgery, Reiter said.

“He's very concerned about
what he's going to look like,” said

^Reiter, who said that King’s was
not the worst case he's had, “but

- it’s pretty bad.”

Dennetta King said Rodney was
always proud of his good looks and
used to take longer than her to

* wash and dress. “He loves his teeth
and face,” she said. “He brushed

.
quite a bit, and used to get on the

igirls all the time about brushing
their teeth. He believed in pretty

^ teeth.”

King is also upset about the
numbness on the right side of his

face that makes eating awkward,
even while on a diet of soft foods
because he cannot chew normally.
He is very .self-conscious, Reiter
said, because “psychologically you
don't know whether you have
something on your lip or not. It's

exactly like having Novocain at the
dentist.”

^ - Reiter said the probability is

— “good” that the numbness will be

& permanent,' based on other cases,
r

'

but it remains to be seen.

King's speech is slurred, in part

because he is unable to fully purse
his lips, Reiter said. King is also

being treated by a neurologist, eye
surgeon and psychiatrist. He is

undergoing physical ' therapy to

regain the use of his leg broken
during the beating, Reiter said!

, Dennetta King said Rodney's
memory “still messes up.”

Lerman said that King's doctors -

suspect that he may have brain
damage but they do not know the
full extent of those injuries. He said

that memory loss is “one of the
biggest problems he has,” adding
that King often loses his train of

thought during conversations.

“Sometimes, he'll just sit and
stare and you feel that he's really

not with you,” Lerman said.

King has been interviewed by
Los Angeles police officers investi-

‘

gating his beating. Cmdr. Rick
Dinse, who is overseeing that in-

vestigation, declined to discuss
1

King’s condition.

King remains under investiga-

tion for the Feb. 21 armed robbery
of -a San Fernando Valley video
store, Los Angeles police have
acknowledged that he became a
suspect in the case, in which a store

clerk was shot in the shoulder,

after his beating and his photo-
graph was widely broadcast on
television. He is on parole for a
1989 robbery of a Monterey Park
grocer.

The Feb. 21 case was referred to

the state attorney general’s office

for investigation, to avoid a conflict

of interest by police.
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Letters to The Times

Mayor Bradley

on Firing Gates
m In response to Glenn Bunting’s news

analysis, ‘'Mayor’s Truce With Gates Seen

as Effort to Cut Losses” (Part A, April 11):

The purpose of this letter is to outline, in

clear terms, my reaction to the Rodney

r
King beating and the controversy over the

- Police Department.

As mayor, my job is to protect this city.

We have been thrust into the midst of a

storm of controversy that is unlike any-

thing our city has ever seen. The horrors of

the Rodney King beating, and the racist

comments contained in computer tran-

scripts of conversations between officers

that evening, proved to me that the

problems of police brutality and racism in

our Police Department cannot be denied.

After giving Police Chief Daryl Gates

ample time to reach what I hoped would be

the best decision for the city of Los

Angeles, I called for his resignation. Since

our City Charter gives civil service protec-

tion to general managers, I used moral

persuasion and added my voice to the

chorus of calls—from The Times, Daily

News and thousands from the communi-
ty—for the chief to resign.

Meanwhile, the Police Commission took

its separate and independent action of

placing the chief on a paid administrative

leave while the investigation was under

way. That's when the City Council at-

tempted to substitute its political will for

the good-faith decision of our Police Com-
mission. Under our City Charter, the City

Council does not have authority, to over-

rule a decision by a commission. The courts

will now decide the legality of this Iplatant

grab for power on the part of the cofcnciU
(

,

"The media turned the debate Iroi^.itie

very real issues of police brutality tp

simply a personality dispute between the

chief and myself. Public opinion dearly

demonstrates the overwhelming support

for both the chief to step aside and for the

Police Commission’s action.
1 ?’ >

My joint statement with the polica chief

and City Council President John -Ferraro

was simply an agreement to give a-restto

the rhetoric that had filled the airwaves

(Part A, April 10). My opinions-remain

* unchanged. My feeling that the^chief of

police should step aside remains firm. The
Police Commission's investigatiorr of the

chief will continue undaunted. 'Arid
1

"the

independent Christopher Commission will

make, long-term recommendationsi. about

the future of the department. v .. *>v - -

The Times speculated that my office was

engaging in an orchestrated campaign. to

•remove Gates; the truth is that the-out-

pouring of public sentiment clearly dem-'

onstrated the residents of this* city want
Police Department practices to change.; ' *

The Times speculated that public opin-

ion polls or pressure from business leaders

influenced my decisions in this matter;

nothing could be farther from the truth. .

My responsibility is to follow my person-

al conscience, to serve fairly, honestly and

well. No matter the clamor from abroad,mo
matter what will be said, I know that, if J

can live with my conscience and feel

comfortable with my decision, I will have

done the right thing.

TOM BRADLEY
Mayor of Los Angeles
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Has Police Beating ofKing

Taken the Luster OffL.A.?
City: Videotaped brutality raises questions ofhow far

‘the new Ellis Island’ has come from racism ofthe past.

By FRANK CLIFFORD century-old form of government is

times urban affairs writer UP to solving the problems of a

modern multicultural society.

Like Selma, Ala., during the civil Ironically, the crisis comes at a
rights movement of the 1960s or heady time in the city's history and
Boston during the school busing challenges the city's modern sense

By FRANK CLIFFORD
TIMES URBAN AFFAIRS WRITER

Like Selma, Ala., during the civil

rights movement of the 1960s or

Boston during the school busing

crisis a decade later, Los Angeles

finds itself in the aftermath of the

Rodney G. King beating the princi-

pal player in a national morality

play.

The specter of institutional rac-

ism has been raised in a city that

prides itself in its ethnic diversity.

People from all over the world are

asking whether the nation's new
melting pot has become a caldron

of racial hostility. As official efforts

to resolve the crisis seemingly go
nowhere, concerns are being
voiced about whether the city's

I
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of itself as the "Capital of the

Pacific Rim" or “the new Ellis

Island."
‘

“Los Angeles is enacting the

drama of the '90s," said author

Kevin Starr, who is writing a

multivolume history of Southern

California. “People are looking at

L.A. and asking if local govern-

ment, if traditional institutions can
'

handle the pressure—the crime

. and poverty, the cultural and envi-

ronmental tensions—that accom-

pany the kind of social change

Southern California is experienc-

> ing."

The images of white Los Angel-

es police officers beating a

black motorist raises a vexing

question. Is Los Angeles really all

that changed? Or did George Holli-

day’s now infamous home movie

capture the ghosts of the Zoot-Suit

riots, the Sleepy Lagoon frame-up

a!nd other horrors from a racially

troubled past the city would prefer

to forget? .

.

^There have been videotaped po-

lice beatings in at least a half-doz-

en other cities. But none caught the

eye of the world like the King
incident.

1 “People tend to look to Los

Angeles," said the black mayor of

another city who asked to remain

anonymous. “L.A., ' or Southern

California, has always been seen as

tjie laboratory for the nation, as the

the place where ideas and trends

are tried out first.

“So, if you have an experiment

&o awry, it’s bound to make a big

impression."

• Los Angeles City Councilman

Robert Farrell, who is black, said
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Che King videotape stood out in the

minds of people because it repre-

sented something frighteningly

American.

! “It fit an American stereotype, a

legacy of slavery—a gang of white

men brutalizing a helpless black,"

Farrell said.

|

Halford Fairchild, a black psy-

chologist practicing in Los Angel-

es, agreed. “What was unmasked
by this incident was the dark side

of America."

S For Los Angeles, the fallout

from the King beating is acutely

embarrassing because the city has

worked so hard in recent years to

promote itself as a haven for people

of all colors and creeds. .

I “The incident is painful because

it forces us to look at the difference

between what we are as a society

and what we would like to be,” said

Richard Weinstein, dean of

UCLA's School of Architecture and

Urban Affairs.

;
Added Sharp James, the mayor

of Newark, N.J.: “I think it has

hurt Los Angeles because it con-

tradicts the city’s image of a melt-

ing pot. You think of Los Angeles

as this advanced, open society and

all of a sudden it’s behaving like

some Southern backwater.

;
“I saw people watching that

videotape who cried. You can’t

have a reaction like that without

changing your view of the city.”

;
People were shocked to see it

happen in Los Angeles because

‘•‘they have such a benign view of

the city," said Xavier Hermosillo,.a



public relations firm executive and
the founder of a Mexican-Ameri-
can business association.

• “I heard people asking: ‘How
could it happen in L. A.? It's such a

laid-back place, not violent like

New York/ ”

Protests have poured in from

everywhere—the mayor's office

Received phone calls from as far

away as Hong Kong, Japan and
Australia. One East Coast mayor
compared Los Angeles to Mont-
gomery and Birmingham in the

days of civil rights violence in the

South. In Seattle, a city council

r

woman concerned about police

brutality proclaimed “we are com-
mitted to seeing to it that Seattle

does not become another Los An-
geles/’

! “I’m not sure I can remember a

local issue that has provoked so

much discussion from so many
quarters/’ said talk show host Mi-

chael Jackson, whose Los Angeles-

based program has been on KABC
radio for 23 years.

;

In fact, Los Angeles has not

received so much attention since

the 1984 Olympics, heralded then

as the dawn of the city's golden

age.

I
n opinion polls and on talk

shows such as Jackson’s, people

are asking hard questions about

‘‘the system.’’ Is the Police Depart-

ment racist? Should the mayor of

Los Angeles be granted the au-

thority to fire the chief and other

city department heads—a preroga-

tive enjoyed by most mayors? Can
a City Charter drawn by a group of

wealthy, white, middle-class busi-

nessmen nearly a century ago be
Responsive to a modern society

where minorities are in the majori-

iy?

;

Some critics suggest the beating

revealed a character flaw in the

pity.

5 “An incident like this exposes a

darker side of the. city which I

think many people experience in

Los Angeles,” said Larry Joseph-

i*on, a commentator on National

public Radio who broadcasts part

gf the year from Los Angeles and
part from New York. “Underneath

pie city's, have-a-nice-day facade,

ijhere is a meanness or a coldness.

|}/s just not as friendly as it seems.”

% Others see the beating as evi-

t-§ence that the city still has enmity *

.jjgainst nonwhites. The officers

^who. stood by while comrades

worked over King have been lik-

ened to the policemen who did not

nothing to stop a mob of several

thousand Anglo servicemen from

clubbing scores of young Mexican-

Americans in an infamous ram-

page, known as the Zoot-Suit Ri-

ots, in downtown Los Angeles 50

years ago. The riots followed an-

other ugly episode—“The Sleepy

Lagoon” murder case in which

anti-Mexican feeling led to the

wrongful convictions of 17 Mexi-

can-Americans on a variety of

charges. They were later exoner-

ated.

One person who saw connections

between the King beating and Los

Angeles of old is Robert Towne,

who wrote the screenplay for the

movie “Chinatown”—a blend of

history and fiction that paints a

hauntingly sinister view of the

city’s early power structure.

Towne said the beating remind-

ed him of events that preceded the

1965 Watts riot.

“It’s not like anything in this city

since Watts, where the Police De-

partment failed to see what they

were dealing with was not a bunch

of hoodlums but a social revolu-

,
tion,” Towne said,

j

The screenwriter stressed he

was not predicting that the King

beating would lead to another riot,

but just noting that “the same
’ fundamental insensitivity we

hoped was dead and buried has

raised its ugly head once again.”

When cities become victims of

their own bad publicity, the

results can be devastating. Officials

in Phoenix estimate the city is

losing more than $140 million from

boycotts by groups protesting Ari-

zona’s refusal to adopt a holiday in

SLOW RECOVERY FOR KING

Victim is suffering headaches,

scars and facial numbness, his

ex-wife and doctors say. B1

honor of the Rev. Martin Luther

King Jr. Boston and Philadelphia

lost substantial convention busi-

. ness, according to surveys, after-

; the cities became known as hot-
* beds of police-community hostility

:
during the 1970s.

In Dallas, it took 20 years, a

popular TV show and a national

political convention to erase- the

image of the town that killed

President John F. Kennedy. With

. the 1963 assassination, the -city's

reputation for social intolerance

was etched deeply on the national

consciousness. For years, conspir-
’ acy theorists chewed on the notion

that the President’s assassin was
the agent

,
of

.
right-wing Dallas

‘ billionaires.

„ .
A city that falters in front of the

whole world may have, to spend
years proving it is-not a loser.

In Los Angeles, the process is off

to a slow start/

The debate;- over Police Chief
* Daryl F. Gates has deteriorated

into a paralyzing struggle between
the mayor and City Council, and
doubts about the Police Depart-
ment have mushroomed into skep-
ticism about local government in

general.

“The whole issue of who is in

charge and how do we govern a
; city of this complexity is now on

|

the table,” said Jane Pisano, presi-

I
dent of the 2;000 Partnership, a

' coalition of .academic, civic and
,

business leaders.

As Towne put it, there is a
disturbing “appearance of a morai
vacuum at the top of city govern-
ment. It lets you know that this

city is not working as well as it

once did.”

This line of discussion inevitably

leads back to the City Charter—

a

document drawn up in the early

1900s by reform-minded Anglo en-
trepreneurs who wanted an anti-

dote to the widespread govern-
mental corruption of the day. The
charter brought about a Civil Ser-
vice system that was meant to

ensure basic city services were run
by professionals beyond the reach
of political hacks.

Today, that mechanism is under,

•attack because, .critics argue, it
!

protects Gates from being held
•accountable for his occasional ra-

cially tinged comments. Minority

leaders in particular have argued
that such comments encourage

&



Bicism in the Police Department.

“The [governmental] system

wound up causing more problems

than it solved/' said UCLA's Wein-

stein.

Weinstein said the insulation of

high-ranking public officials from .

political accountability can be

blamed in part for a variety of Los

Angeles problems related to public

safety, planning, transportation

and the environment.

“The system fails to provide

where the buck stops," he said.

“And when the public can't focus

the blame where it belongs, they

are inclined to throw everybody

out of office."

N ot everyone would junk the

system. Starr, the writer, and

. others contend that it would be a

* serious mistake to scuttle, some-

thing that has gotten the city- this

far.
'

“Los Angeles is the most com-

plex city in the country," Starr

said. “It requires the skills of

expertly trained professional man-

agers,, and you can't get those

people to work for a highly politi-

cized city."

He noted that Civil Service pro-

tection, by requiring a quasi-judi-

cial review before someone can be

fired, provides a degree of fairness

that might be sorely missed if the

system is revamped.

Starr asked: “Who is to say the

next department head [under fire]

isn't a black or a Hispanic or an

, Asian? How will we protect .that

’person's rights?"

There are also those people who

do not believe the King beating put

the city's soul in peril. Among

those people are several black

mayors who visited Los Angeles

last week. .

‘T think people separate the

. incident from their overall view of

the city," said Mayor W. Wilson

.. Goode of Philadelphia. “I don't

think the city need suffer that

much over it."

Not so sanguine is Los Angeles

Mayor Tom Bradley.

“Clearly, our city's reputation is

on the line," said Bradley late last

week, as he prepared for a trip to

Taiwan, Korean and Japan. His

aides said the mayor's hosts have

made clear they want some expla-

nations about the entire King epi-

sode.
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Gates wants
respite from

critics
By Dollie F. Ryan
UPi METROWIRE

Embattled Los Angeles Police Chief

Daryl Gates called Sunday for politi-

cians, the media and his critics to move
beyond the police beating of a black

motorist and allow his department to

“get on with it.”

But Jesse Jackson and other civil

rights activists continued their vigil on
behalf of Rodney King, who family

members say still uses a cane and wheel-

chair as a result of his March 3 beating.

. The incident’ was filmed by an amateur
cameraman and sparked a national out-

cry,

“The most powerful weapon against

darkness is not a light,” Jackson said in
* a speech to Sunday services at the First

But Jesse Jackson keeps up pressure
AME Church in South Central Los An-
geles. “Put down your guns and pick up
your cameras and expose the madness.”

He also called for a nationwide boy-

cott of Los Angeles, suggesting that

groups planning on holding conventions

in the city be encouraged to choose an-

other city.

“Use your mind, your marching feet

and your dollars intelligently,” Jackson

told worshipers. “Don’t give up. Stand

up.”

At a rally held earlier Sunday by
Gates supporters on the steps of City

Hall, the police cheif reiterated his be-

lief that the police pummeling of King
during a routine traffic stop was an ab-

erration.

“We had one incident. Let’s isolate it

and deal with it,” Gates said. “It seems
like we keep dragging on with the pain. I

want to get on with it.”

The rally, organized by Citizens In

Support of the Chief of Police, was at-

tended by about 500 people flashing

placards, bumper stickers and T-shirts

bearing pro-Gates slogans. Most of those

attending appeared to be family and
friends of police officers.

A half-dozen people spoke on Gates’

behalf, including Councilwoman Joy Pi-

cus, who praised her colleagues for hav-

ing the “guts and strength” to reverse

the Police Commission’s suspension of
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Gates pending an investigation of the

King beating.

“You can’t send (Gates) to his room
like a 5-year-old child,” Picus said.

“That’s not the way we do things in this

city.” I:
Picus conceded that changes were

necessary within the city’s police depart-

ment. But she said Gates was the appro-

priate person to institute those changes.

“I believe he is the best person td

make those changes,” she said. “He
knows what needs to be done and the

troops will support him.”

Meanwhile, nearly six weeks after his
*

highly publicized beating, King is wor-
ried about retribution, suffers headaches -

and routinely moves from one relative’s

home to another out of fear.

FSI/DOJ
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COLUMN ONE

BlackCops

Caught in

the Middle
In the aftermath of the

King beating, many must
' suffer taunts of fellow

African-Americans. The

LAPD officers struggle to

' sort through conflicting

emotions. .

By CHARISSEJONES •

TIMES STAFF WRITER

. There were complaints of loud

music at a Crenshaw apartment.

Officer Garland Hardeman, an

eight-year veteran of the Los An-

geles Police Department and a

black man, went to the apartment

and told the tenants to turn it

down. They did—but the volume,

went back up as soon as he was out

of sight.

Hardeman returned, and the in-

sults began.

“What are you going to do, beat

me like Rodney King?” the woman
yelled. “You black cops are just

Uncle Toms. You're no better than

the white boys!”

’ That was in mid-March, two

weeks after white Los Angeles

police officers had been captured

on videotape beating a black mo-

torist—an episode that has proven

to be an especially difficult passage

for some of the Police Depart-

ment's 1,150 black officers.

. Beyond the disappointment and

.anger felt by many of the depart- .

ment's 8,300 officers over the inci-

dent, some black officers say they

must now endure taunts from fel-

low African-Americans, as well as

deal with their anguish over wear-

ing the uniform of a department

being accused of institutional rac-

ism. As the taped beating is run

.again and again, and kept alive by

the ensuing political drama, Afri-

can-Americans on the force have

struggled to sort through some-

times conflicting reactions as po-

lice officers, as citizens, as black

men and women.
There is no uniform response.

’Lengthy interviews with about 20

black officers yielded expressions

of love for the department and
anger over how the actions of a few
have tarnished their badges. Some
said they were torn, not wanting to

believe that the beating was racial-

ly motivated, but saying that they

can find no other explanation. A
few talked of quitting.

Several said that it has never

been ea.sy being a black police

officer in Los Angeles. Some de-

scribed how they attempt to tread

a thin line between the department

they serve and the community

# they swore to protect. Some spoke

of a continual battle to defend their

occupation against widespread .

perceptions in the black communi-
ty that officers are often brutal and
the department permeated with

racism.
* Still others told stories of inter-

nal department racism, depicting

the King incident as an inevitable

byproduct of pervasive racist atti-

tudes.

“I know that police officers have
not been the best friends of the

black community,” said one officer.

“I knew that when I stepped over

the line and held my hand up. I had
no illusions that I was going to’
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.

e change things.
”

ei
*j “But recently, with this latest

.
* caper, I am ashamed.”

^ ,
Hardeman said taunts now fol-

low him up and down the streets,

muttered by the loiterers who do

jr - not want to move on, yelled out by

ng gang members who dare the police
,

Die to bother them,

ti- “Yeah, come on in,” they tease

from the doorway of a hangout. “I

ve want to get my $66 million like

Rodney King.”
er * “I can understand how people
re*

feel,” said Hardeman, 34, who. also

. serves on the Inglewood City
t0

Council. “I just ask that they not

see all cops in the same light

because a lot of us feel for them.”

As black officers, he said, “We're

exposed to the same kind of dis-

criminatory treatment they are.”

It is on the street, in encounters

t
with African-American civilians,

that many black officers come face

to face with the extra tensions.

D on Williams, a 10-year de-

partment veteran who as a

detective trainee investigates

drive-by shootings, recalled how a

year ago he could go to a crime

scene, look into a crowd and find

witnesses who, with the slightest

motion, would signal they knew
something and talk to him later. He
said such cooperation has become

harder to come by in the days since

King's March 3 beating.

H&lS,fb-SMriS'



“They look at us like we’re the
enemy now,” said Williams. “We
have to make peace with them
before theyUl talk to us."

He often must confront the ani-
mosity before he can do his job.
“There’s obviously- something on
your mind,” Williams will say to
wary witnesses. “Is there some-
thing you want to talk about?”

It hurts him to now go to- a
- witness’s home for an interview
and see children run away from
him, said Williams. Their parents,
often want to get answers before
they give them.

“Before we can get down to what
they saw, they want to know my
feelings -about the King incident,”
said Williams. “They want to
know: ‘Had you been there, would
you have allowed that to hap-
pen?’

”

One Tuesday afternoon, Wil-
liams spotted gang members play-
ing music outside a park at 35th
-Place and Denker Avenue. He
turned down the street and the -

young men scattered. Williams be-
lieved he saw one stash a gun in a
car. He and his partner pulled over,
jumped out of their car and drew
their guns.

The six men were told to put
.'their hands behind their heads and
face the fence. Two black men, one
on a bicycle, the other on .foot,

watched it all from across the
street.

"Keep your hands behind your
head,” Williams’ partner yelled at
the young men.
" The man across the street shook

his head. "That’s what you go
through being black,” he said.

“Keep your hands up,” Williams’
partner repeated. The two detec-
tives began to search the men.

t6rThey’re getting ridiculous
X now,” the bystander said,

disgusted. “Look at that-a black
Ipoliceman.”

No weapons were found and the
men were allowed to go. One of the
young men paused to show the
detectives his arms, scarred from
what he said was a police dog
attack. The attack had occurred in
another division, he said. But it did
not matter.

“You’re all in the same gang,”
one of the young man’s friends
angrily told Williams.

Later, back in his car, Williams
seemed exasperated.

1 “Every day” he said, “I get -

dressed and go to work and I have
to get ready for 8 hours and 45
minutes of hate.”

Sometimes, he asks himself, why
does he work the streets so hard:
“Why can't I just drive by, like I

didn't see it?”

Williams said he misses the days
when a wide-eyed-child would ask
him for baseball cards, or when a
stranger would look at him with
trust instead of anger. Still, the

f
officer said, he has made a decision

1

to stay on the force and work in
south Los Angeles “because I feel I

can keep a Rodney King [beating]

from happening.”
: Williams said he has seen offi-

cers who are insensitive, toward
African-Americans, who would
just as soon lock up. a* troubled
youth as try to talk to him and help
turn his life around.

“I've developed trust here,” he
^&icL^, “None of the people who
J^tetow me/ fear me and if I was to^
Weave/ who would* I be replaced"

"with? Someone they don't know, or
trust.”

Officer Floyd A. Henry grew up
-in south Los Angeles and he too

. has chosen to stay and work there.
He runs the Southwest Division's

: .
.Law Enforcement Explorer’s pro-

.

•
gram, which teaches young people
skills needed to become officers.

He has no desire, he said, to go
back to patrolling the streets.

The King beating, Henry said,
has further strained an already
taut relationship between the de-
partment and the -people of Los
Angeles. He said he recently expe-
rienced some of the increased ten-
sions firsthand at a diet center
where a woman, discovering that
he was a Los Angeles officer,

*

began cursing at him..

“This lady called me every name
in the book, some I hadn't. even

/ heard of,” Henry said. “That's one
- of the reasons I don't want to work

the^streets because I don't want to
be labeled. ... I don’t want to
deal with the public.”
In addition to dealing with angry

,

community members, some Afri-
can-American officers said they

GATES: PRO AND CON
Jesse Jackson calls again for
Daryl Gates’ ouster while the
.chief blasts The Times at a
rally outside City Hall. B1

also must contend with racism
within the Police Department.

Officer Janine Bouey said it is a
tiresome battle, fighting for the
trust of her community as she

l
fights against discrimination with-

in her department.

She recalled how, as a new
recruit at the Los Angeles Police

Academy, she was taken aside by a

Latino officer who offered some

advice.

“Who do you think are the

, people most discriminated against

.

’ in this department?” he asked

Bouey, a fair-skinned black wom-
an.

“Blacks?” she responded.

“Black females,” he replied, “It

would help you to change your

ethnicity.” She could pass for

Polynesian maybe, he said, or .

American Indian.

Angered and insulted,, Bouey

ignored him. Since then, Bouey

said she has found his description

of the department to be all too

accurate.

In her nearly five years with the

force, Bouey said, she has wit-

nessed several racist acts. She said

she once discovered a Knights of

the Ku Klux Klan business card on

the windshield of her car parked in

the officers' secured lot. Bouey said

i -she has heard racist comments

uttered by a white training officer

'

arid broadcast over the police radio.

She said she also has seen deroga-

tory remarks flash across the com-

puter screen of her patrol car-

similar to ones exchanged by offi-

cers on the night of the King ,

incident.

“Being black is a liability in

* society and being black is a liability

in the LAPD,” said Bouey, “The

King incident didn't surprise me at

ah,”

African-Americans represent

13.8% of the 8,345 officers, and

their experiences within the de-

partment have been varied. While

some speak of being denied promo-

tions because they are black and

having witnessed racist miscon^

duct that goes unpunished, others

talk of an institution that is com-

mitted to promoting minorities and

discouraging discrimination.

Former Assistant Police Chief

Jesse Brewer, who retired earlier

this year as the highest-ranking

black officer in the history of the

department, said he watched the

force transform itself from one in-

which black and white officers

were not permitted to ride in the

same patrol cars to one where

“anything that hinted at racism

would be singled out, investigated

and dealt with immediately.”



Brewer said he personally made
sure, as head of personnel and
training, that minorities and wom-
en received fair treatment in terms'

of promotions and assignments.

Other African-American officers

have said that merit, .not color, is

the department's criteria for mov-.
ing up the ladder.

"They give you a road map to

success," said Detective Kevin H.

Williams, who said he has been
promoted rapidly. “It wouldn't
make a difference if you were a

Martian, you could be successful in

theLAPD."
There comes a time each day

when officers are off duty. Some
black officers who live or socialize

in the neighborhoods they patrol

said the King incident follows them
home.
One recent Sunday, a black po-

lice officer sat in a church's front

row as a member of the congrega-

tion stood in the pulpit and derided

the men and women in blue.

“Big Daddy Blue was finally

caught beating a brother," the man
preached. “Is Big Daddy Blue out

of control? A little child cries: ‘Big

Daddy Blue is coming. Black man,
run for your life.'

"

After the videotape of King's'

beating was first broadcast,

some black officers said they had to

. defend the ’department to old

friends, relatives, even spouses.

Bouey said even her children

have not escaped fallout from the

King incident. Her 10-year-old

daughter was told by a schoolmate

that Bouey was probably one of the

1
officers involved in King’s beating.

Bouey said acquaintances of -her

17-year-old daughter now call

Bouey "Sgt. Kickass."

Even before King, Bouey said,

several of her friends questioned

how she could rise each morning

and put onanLAPD uniform.

“In the beginning, they were
- embarrassed to be seen with me,"

said Bouey. They told her, “ T don't

,
want my friends to know I associ-

ate with a cop.' It 'takes a while to

be accepted, to be trusted."

Some black officers said they can

understand the distrust, the out-

rage, and offered their own experi-

ences that produced the same emo-
tions.

, Hardeman recalled the 1967 riots

.in his hometown of Detroit, when

.
he watched parts of his town go uj>

in flames on the family's television'
1

.

set. ’
.

“They'd interview people and it'

would be, ‘Pig this and pig that/
"

he said of the riots. “And you'd see

police officers chase people who'd

been looting and beat them down
to the ground. It was brutal."

Still, the police officers he saw in-

his neighborhood and on his favor-

ite television shows were his child-

hood heroes. At 11 years old, in the

wake of the Detroit riots, Harde-
man said he made a decision.

“My thing was, when I'm an
officer, I'm going to be different."

Williams, too, is not without

empathy for those who distrust

police.

“I know what it feels like to be a .

Rodney King," said the tall, mus- .

cular plainclothesman.

Williams said that he was beaten

by two white Long Beach police

officers in 1984 after being stopped

before dawn one morning. It was a

random stop, Williams said, and he
was never charged with any
wrongdoing.

“You had a couple racist young
officers who felt they were going

to have some fun," he said. When
he told them he was an officer,

;

they refused to believe it.

The Long Beach officers accused

Williams of provoking the beating,

but Williams said he was later

exonerated during an internal in-

vestigation by the Los Angeles
Police Department. He sued the

city of Long Beach, but let the

matter drop.

“I felt betrayed," Williams said

of the incident. “It's like, no matter

what you attain in life, the fact that

you're black is always .going to

make a difference."

Los Angeles Times

‘Every day, l get dressed

and go to work and i have

to get ready for 8 hours

and 45 minutes of hate.’

DON WILLIAMS
Ten-yearLAPD veteran



FBI agents will join

in LAPD social event

cers to drop by the hospitality

room they' are sponsoring at the
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ing, FBI agents will participate in Police Commission questioned

iii.i* _ j * 1 ...... itiltk ihA aamaammaa tlifl EDI onrl

an

LAPD and other law enforce^ .

'

ment officers this weekend. er while the investigation is still

The event is the LAPD’s an- op.

nual desert footrace from Baker But FBI officials said there’s

to Las Vegas. Officers in the de- nothing improp about socializ-

partment’s Foothill Division - ing with officers they have ques-

where the King investigation is —
focused — have invited the FBI

.
See FBI, / Back Pg.

Propriety of FBI, LAPD socializing questioned
FBI /From Page 1

.post-race gathering "a novel ap-

proach to law enforcement.”

,

investigation at the LAPD.

"Heavens no, there’s no con-

flict,” said Lawrence Lawler, the

agent in charge of the FBI’s Los'

Angeles office. "We have a pro-

ijsssional relationship, and a so-

Wal relationship.”

But Melanie Lomax, vice-

chairwoman of the Police Com-

mission, questioned the timing of

the event and said it could send

the wrong message.

vestigation by the FBI,can invite

them to a party, mid haVe themV

attend? I just think it’s a novel/

approach,” Ripston said. Tr

Ripston said the. situation

sinister into this,” Lomax said.

“But it’s probably going to raise

some eyebrows, especially with

people concerned with the inves-

tigation in the aftermath of the

Rodney King incident. It might

create an appearance of impro-

,$iety.”

Ramona Ripston, head of the

Southern California chapter of

American Civil Liberties Un-

ion, 'called the Foothill Division’s

impartiality, even though you

couldn’t point to anything specif-

ic that makes it wrong.”

More than 2,300 runners, most

lirf officials said.

Police Chief Daryl F. Gates

HI participate on a team repre-

inting the LAPD’s Drug Abuse

r
iistance Education Program,

ind later will join Los Angeles

County SheriffSherman Block in

presiding over the awards cere-

mony at the Sahara Hotel’s Con-

vention Hall.

Known as the Baker to Las Ve-

gas Challenge Cup Relay, the

competition started in 1977 as a

room - paid for out of private:

- will offer fruit, rolls and juice.

He said he extended a special in-

vitation to runners from the FBI,

to help maintain their working

relationship in solving bank rob-

beries and other crimes in the

Tm specifically inviting

them,” McBride said. “We still

have a law enforcement job to'

do, we want to make sure that

investigation probably will not

show up.”

Lawler said that off-duty socia-

lizing amounts to a gesture of

good will between the two agen-

,

ties.

“The Foothill Division is invitr

ing us to a hospitality room. That

was very nice of them to do so,7
’

run through Death Valley to

‘.They have a hospitality room,

we have a hospitality room -
the captain invited me and the

nel, will participate in the relay

race in teams of20 that will start

running near Baker, about 120

The race, which started as an

intersquad challenge within, the

LAPD’s Metro Division, has'ex-

panded to include teams from

throughout the LAPD and other

U.S. law enforcement agencies,

This year’s race will include

129 teams, including at least 23

LAPD squads as well as teams

from the Los Angeles County

Sheriffs Department; the FBI;

the UR. Secret Service; the USC

Campus Police; the U.S. Postal

Service; two police teams from

Canada, and one representing the are not affected by social rela-

McBride said the FBI’s investi-

gation of the King beating is

wholly unrelated, to the social

event.

“One issue is different from

the other inmy mind, I doubt the

subject would ever come up,”

I’d probably do anyway,” said

Lawler,

He said the FBI investigation,

ofthe King beating focuses oh of

'

ficers who were at the scene, arid

not the entire divisioh.

pie— they are not (all) under in-

vestigation,” Lawler said. “We"

have a professional relationship

Foothill Capt. Tim McBride

said his division's hospitality

I, “Those.' partment, I don’t see that^>

in the changing at all.”
Sl‘
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JesseJackson Again

Raps Gates

Supporters hold placards at rally.

Police: He renews call

for him to resign. At a .

support rally outside City

Hall, the chief blasts

negative media coverage of

the Rodney King incident.

By HENRY WEINSTEIN
and RONALD LSOBLE
TIMES STAFF WRITERS

The Rev. Jesse Jackson renewed
his call Sunday for Los Angeles

Police Chief Daryl F. Gates to

resign and urged the city to change

its Charter so that “the civilian arm
of government will have control over the military

arm/'

“Los Angeles is out of touch with the rest of the

country and with democratic principles" by having a

Charter provision that makes it impossible for the

mayor to fire the police chief, the civil rights leader told

the congregation of First African Methodist Episcopal

Church, Los Angeles' oldest black church.

At about the same time, Gates excoriated The Times

for printing what he said were excessively negative

stories that contribute to the city's racial tensions

rather than articles that could heal ethnic divisions in

the wake of the vicious, March 3 beating of motorist

Rodney G. King by a group of Los Angeles officers.

“They're tearing down this city/' Gates told several

hundred placard-carrying supporters at an afternoon .

rally outside City Hall
Gates was sharply critical of a front-page story in

Sunday's Times which, he said, compared the damaged
image of Los Angeles after the King beating to the

tarnished reputation of Selma, Ala., after civil rights

demonstrators were attacked there in 1965.

“For goodness sakes/' Gates said.

,
The Times, he said, “should be telling the world what

’ a great city this is and what a great Police Department
this is.”

At a meeting of Los Angeles County Young Republi-

cans on Sunday evening, Gates extended his media

criticism to Time magazine, saying a recent article on

the King incident was full of errors, such as stating that

the Altadena motorist was handcuffed while he was

(Indicate page, name of •

newspaper, city and state.)
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( beaten.
-

- “I have a hard time understand-
* ing how editorial writers can write

editorials and not have the facts,”

he told the gathering of about 120 at
- Lawry's California Center near
DodgerStadium. *

Gates defended his Civil Service
protection under the City Charter,

saying that such protection allows

him to speak freely and stand above
politics.

“You will not find another chief

speak out,” he said. “Me. I'm the
only one. People want to know
what the chief thinks.”

Gates also took issue with anoth-

; er Times story that pointed out that
* the city paid more than $11 million

last year to settle lawsuits against police.

“Excessive force complaints have been coming down,
! civil suits have been coming down. The awards are
going up,” Gates said. “Those are facts you don't have.”
Jackson earlier presented .an entirely different

picture of the department to the hundreds of enthusi-
astic churchgoers in central Los Angeles. He said the
King beating was a symptom of a deeply-rooted
problem within law enforcement here and around the
country. •

“The beating was not the aberration. The videotap-
ing was the aberration,” Jackson said, referring to the

- videotape of the incident, taken by an amateur, which

f has been shown around the world.
The clergyman noted that in 1979, the city had paid

f out $11,000 in settlements to those who had sued the
* Police Department for mistreatment and that this

- figure had risen to $11 million last year.

Jackson said that “most police are not guilty” of the
kind of brutality inflicted upon King. However, he said

that many officers had been “intimidated into silence”

and that this was a sign of a lack of moral leadership at

the top of the Police Department.

*4(/



“What about the 17 officers who stood, by and did

^nothing?” he asked. “They didn't try to stop it. They
w

‘

didn't report about it. Then they lied about it.”

The onetime Democratic presidential candidate also

accused the Los Angeles City Council of turning the

issues raised by the King case on their head when they

voted earlier this month to restore Gates to his position

after the Police Commission placed him on a paid leave ^
./ •

of absence.

“They have made Gates the
victim, Rodney King the provoca-
teur and [Mayor] Tom Bradley the

expedient politician/' Jackson said.

“That's not true.”

As he did at a rally in Los
Angeles last weekend, Jackson
urged the congregation to keep up
the pressure for change in the
Police Department, including the

ouster of Gates. He recalled re-

marks made by the Rev. Martin
Luther King Jr. just before he was
assassinated in 1968:

“Don’t say 'peace, peace, when
there is no peace/

”

Jackson also blasted President
Bush for praising Gates just three

days after the King beating. He
asserted that the praise, in combi-
nation with Bush's recent nomina-
tion of a controversial Miami judge
to a federal appeals judgeship,

: showed f that he; too, was failing to

• providemoral leadership.

Last week, the Senate Judiciary

Committee rejected Bush's nomi-
nation of U.S. District Judge Ken- 1

neth L. Ryskamp to the U.S. 11th

Circuit Court of Appeals after it

tame to light that he had made
. negative comments about blacks

and. Latinos. Jackson compared
Ryskamp's remarks to statements
Gates has made.
Jackson said that a Los Angeles

City Charter amendment giving a
mayor the power to remove a
police chief was needed because

otherwise the police chief has too

much power.
“When you have the power to

investigate, to spy, to compile dos-

siers, to arrest, you can rule by
intimidation,” he said.

Gates, in his rally remarks, as-

serted that the Police Depart-

ment's reputation has been above
reproach for decades. ' *

..“Name me another Police De-
partment that has been uncorrupt-

ed for 40 years,” he said.

Sporadic calls of “Gates for May-
or” emanated from the estimated

300 people at the rally sponsored

by Citizens in Support of the Chief
of Police.

Asked afterward if he was con-
sidering a mayoral bid, Gates re-

sponded: “I'm chief of police and I

like being chief.”

Among those speaking in sup-

port of Gates were San Fernando
Valley City Councilwoman Joy Pi-

cus and Deputy Dist. Atty. Lea P.

D'Agostino, who said: “Those of us
who support Chief Gates are indeed
a force to be reckoned with.”

Times staff writer James M. Gomez
contributed to this story.
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' DOUGLAS R. BURROWS / ForThe Times
ie Daryl F. Gates conducts the police band at rally held in .his behalf .outside City Halt;;
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Gates must go

Los Angeles business and professional

communities should actively demand the

resignation of Police Chief Daryl Gates.

For two years (1988-90) respected civic

leaders of South Central Los Angeles

Southern California Christian Conference

informed Gates of repeated police brutali-

ties, beatings of black minority citizens.

For two years Gates did nothing. Atlanta

Mayor Maynard Jackson claims that firm

policies to prevent police brutality meant

75 percent drop in complaints in first 17

months, to none later.

Had Gates enacted firm policies prevent-

ing police brutality against minorities at

LETTERS

end of year 1988, after hearing of these

police abuses for 12 months, by end of

year 1989 (following Atlanta’s experience)

75 percent of these needless police assaults

would have been prevented. By the end of

1990 few, if any, complaints would have

been made, and four police officers would

not have kicked and beat the face and head

of Altadena motorist Rodney King, help-

less before them, nor would police have

joked later of the beating.

Gates continued meeting with Southern

Conference leaders and was informed of

police brutalities. Gates 1 lack of effort to

limit police brutality was a clear insult to

Southern Conference and minority com-

munity. Gates’ refusal to act was clearly

inciting officers under him to continue bru-

talities, laugh off assaults. Gates does not

claim he acted decisively to prevent police

brutality.

In business, accountability would be

asked. A person in Gates’ position, as

chief, would be asked to resign, in rank

failure of community responsibility and

corporate position: blind to human justice,

decency, civil rights of minorities and

eventual civil liabilities of $60 million,

added to $12 million annual taxpayer costs

by Rodney King’s lawsuits and others.

J<DAN TAYLOR, Ed.D.,

Beverly HilL

My letter was published in Los Angeles Business Journal,

May 6, 1991.



Re Bureau to LA teletype 4/18/91-.-

Referenced teletype (Bufile 44A-119954) advised that
all Los Angeles employees assigned to the RODNEY KING Civil
Rights investigation should refrain from reading any published
articles re the KING incident.

Ergo, attached clippings from the Los Angeles Times
dated 4/17/91 and all subsequent clippings regarding the KING
incident will be forwarded to the Bureau with copies to
LA 80-33B. There will be no other dissemination within the
Division.

For information.
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RODNEY G. KING TRIAL: THE VERDICTS

Snapshots of Key Players in the King Trial

The Defendants
The jour officers on tried and the charges filed against thenu^

:
7/7 7

'

SGT. STACEY CORNELL KOON V ^7 - 7^.*

A&e 41,-the ranking supervisor at the scene,'
a

' 7-V7
14-year veteran at the time of the beating. His
job history shows that he was Suspended for

,

- •

five days but did not appeal to the * *. .

department’s Board of Rights, so no public 1 : .

,

record of the case is available.
,

‘ 77 -
'

’ 7 /
*-

Koon was indicted on four charges: 7*
«

,

*
I
«

Guilty Not Guilty

Assault with

a deadly weapon ' 7'

Assault under -

color of authority

Filing a false police report

Accessory afterthe fact

OFFICER LAURENCE MICHAEL POWELL
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Age 29, a 3V£-year veteran, accused of striking
the most baton biows on King and ofmocking
him afterward. No history of using excessive,
force.

'
'

. . s

Powell was indicted on three charges: • 7

Guilty NotGuIlty

Assaultwith
'

-v
a deadly weapon

'
*'**' "

and enhancement* v * *

Assault under
r

Mistrial

color of authority
4

and enhancement*

Filing false police report y

PROBATIONARY OFFICER]

> LOS ANGELES

SRDWIND

Age 32, he had one year with the department"
and was the only officer who chose not to take
the witness stand. No history of using -

excessive force. - r

Wind was indicted on two charges: *
.*

7 -
:

Guilty NotGuIlty
t * - « « \ .

Assaultwith
'

’

• v - -
‘

,a deadly weapon < . .

and enhancement* ,, . *.-7
‘ M v-

Assault under
.

color of authority ^
and enhancement*, • ;•

. .

:

OFFICER THEODORE JOSEPH BRISENO

Age 39, a 10-year veteran, accused of a single
kick td'King, pitted himself against his three
colleagues by testifying they were “out of

control.” In 1987, he was suspended without
pay for 66 days after a police Board of Rights

'

found him guilty on four counts of using
excessive force.

Briseno was indicted on two charges: •

Guilty NotGuIlty

Assaultwith ^7 7.
’’ 7^ 7 V

adeadlyweapon
'

' .‘7
. . V ,;Y,

Assault under vV . Y
color of authority 7 7 i

:

_ t
7'. 7 v

-

yjtJPt-tk ifeC



The Reaction
• Among the comments made after

,
* v

theverdicts:
. .

'

*

r
.'V~-,7.-._

-

6T was stunned: I was shocked. I was
A outraged. I was speechless when I

heard that verdict. Today thisjury told the
‘

world that what we all saw with our own.

eyes was not a crime. Today thatjury asked

us to accept the senseless and brutal

beating of a helpless man.” .

:

.

—Los Angeles Mayor Tom Bradley

*^TT Whatever the emotions are, whether
,

-

*
'W angry or happy, they ought to be .

channeled correctly in a positive way, not ;
1

into a destructive or violent fashion.”
-

—Los Angeles Police Chief Daryl R Gates

4 CTThere are obviously two camps alive «

A and well—one that believes the

officers are guilty and one believes they are

innocent. However, we have to accept and
rely on our judicial process. It

#

s a fair
%

process. Regardless of how we feel about it#

we have to move on and make sure an ;

incident like this doesn't happen again.”
. v -

—Los Angeles Police Chief-designate

Willie L Williams

^*TT e's delighted he's not going to jail. And he's delighted he's not a
ATI convicted felon. And he's delighted this is finally behind him

because this has been a tremendously traumatic experience for him. He
told the truth from his perspective, and I hope they [the other three

defendants] understand that.”

—John D. Barnett, lawyer for Theodore J. Briseno

tried to put thejury in the shoes of the police officers, and I think I

Awas able to do that We got the jurors to look at the case hot from
- the eye of the camera or the eye of a video cameraman, but from the eyes

of the officers who were out there that night.”
'

:

.
Michael Stone, attorney for defendant Laurence M. Powell

"*
\ x .

-
* ! "*"§

^T've wton a thousand dollars in debts because I predicted

> X this. Who in the world would expect a bunch ofKlu Klux
Klanners in Simi Valley to find police guilty who had beaten up
an African-American. Answer? No one.”

Y .V- —Stephen Yagman, attorney who specializes In

*
v

:;Y"Y
1

.
civil rights violation suits against police

think it's a throwback directly to the Jim Crow era when
x black folks would be brutalized in many cases by sheriffs

v.afid law enforcement officials throughout the South and could

do nothing about it. , . . I think thejury racially identified with

those four police pfficers.”
'

-
;

_

' * *' 1 t
; '

*

’

v —Joe Hicks, executive director of local chapter of

v‘
;

^ Southern Christian Leadership Conference

= . 4 . , v «

’ thinkwhat we're looking athere is one of the biggest setbacks for •

'A the cause ofjustice since the Scottsboro boyswere judicially
j

^lynched.*.'. .'I thinkthe only way that Lean answer it is to say we've / 1 ,

?

-gotten the shaft again.” .
v ;

" .
* -*

‘

; . y y —Joe Duff, president of the Los Angeles Branch of the NAACP

Y ^<\T/e've always known it's difficult to get convictions against police

T* VV . officers. Juries believe police officers. It was probably truer in

^fSimi Valley. We’re very disappointed.” * ' *
*

® —Rdinona ftlpston, executive director of the ACLU of Southern California



-Who: Stanley M.

Weisberg, age 48 *

m Position: Los Angeles

Superior Court Judge

Background: The son
of a sheet metai worker;

bom In East Los Angeles ;

and graduated from UCLA
and the UCLA School of

Law. Served for 18 years .

as a deputy district

attorney for Los Angeles *

County. He was made a

Municipal Courtjudge in

1986 and elevated to the’

,

Superior Court bench two ,

years later.

Who: Michael Stone, Who: John D. Barnett,

age 45 age 44
Position: Represents Position: Represents

Officer Laurence M. Powell Officer Theodore J. .

Background: Police 5 • Briseno

sergeant for the city of 1 Background:

Orange from 1972 to Graduated from the San *.

1979; graduated from '•* Francisco University *

Western State University School of Law in 1973;
. .

i

law school in Fullerton in ‘
. served a five-year stint in

1 978; police attorney for % - the Orange County public

the city of Orange and defender’s office before

,

general counsel for the going into private practice

Los Angeles Police

\

with a reputation as an

Protective League before - expert&ial attorney.

•

going Into private practice .

in Los Angeles.
‘ * l

* ’
' <

Who: Paul DePdsquale, *' Who: Darryl Mounger,

age 46 . <
age 46

Position: Represehts > v Position: Represents *

Timothy E'. Wind > ^ Sgt. Stacey C. Koon
t

Background: Background: Former

Graduated from BoaltHalh LAPD sergeant with

school of law at UC almost lOyears

Berkeley. Specializes In experience as a defense *

police law, civil rights • representative for police
"

litigation and criminal
1

.. officers in Board of Rights-. •

. , hearings. Graduated from .*

Southwestern university

j* School of Law in Los

t Angeles in 1989 and
immediately began private

practice, specializing in-
!

. criminal, labor and

administrative Law.

Who: Terry White, 35 . Who: Alan S.

Position: Deputy \ Yochelson,37

|

district attorney and lead .
Position: Deputy

prosecutor
(

' district attorney and
Background: "

co-prosecutor
1

1 ^
Graduated from UdLA

' ~

Background; ^
School of Law in 1984and

: 'N Graduated from
*

**

immediateiyjoinedthethe Southwestern University *

district attorney’s office, in ( School of Law in 1980;

1991, joined the office’s joined the Los Angeles

- Special Investigation rCounty district attorney’s

.Division, which is office in 1981, and was
responsible for ^ . assigned as co-prosecutof

investigating public , in the Night Stalker cas.e

officials, sheriffs deputies
, (

from 1987 to 1990.
,

.

and police officers.
J, ,

, f
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Officers Revel in Their

Police: After 14 grueling months they are exuberant.

One attorney says defense team was able to get thejurors

to look at the case through the eyes ofthe defendants. :

By DEANE. MURPHY
TIMES STAFF WRITER

;
SIMI VALLEY—It was the mo-

;

ment they had all been dreaming of

for nearly 14 anguished months.
It was 3:15 p.m. Wednesday,

April 29, 1992. Not guilty. Ten
glorious times.

“‘A lot of my emotions had to go
over my heartbeat that was pound-
ing in anticipation," a beaming
Officer Laurence M. Powell gushed

,
to reporters. "I am very happy.
Very happy.”
For Powell and the three other

Los Angeles police officers acquit-
1

ted in the beating trial of motorist

Rodney G. King, it was their long-

awaited day of vindication.

Forget the 81 -second* amateur
videotape of the officers striking

King, and the worldwide outrage it

provoked. A jury of six men and six

women decided that what hap-
pened that March night in Lake
View Terrace was. not criminal.

There was just one hang-up, but no
one seemed too concerned: On one
count of excessive force against

Powell, the jury could not reach
consensus and a mistrial was de-

* dared.

^T think we were able to do

X what we set out to do, which

Was to get the jurors to look at this

case not through the eye of a

camera, not through the eye of an
amateur video, but through the'

eyes of the police officers confront-

ing this situation on March 3,

1991,” said attorney Michael Stone,

who represents Powell.

The jury and officers were called *

into Courtroom No. 3 at 3 p.m., but

it took 15 tense minutes before the

outcome was known. Judge Stan-

ley M. Weisberg questioned the

forewoman, and then methodically

paged through the written ver-

dicts. The quiet of the courtroom

was interrupted only by the sound

of Weisberg turning pages.

Seconds dragged into minutes,

which hung like hours. The four

police officers and their families

could do nothing but wait—and
hope.

Weisberg then 'instructed the

clerk to read the verdicts. Not
guilty. Not guilty. Not guilty. Ten
times in all. .

Powell's sisters and mother wept
softly in the front row, relieved,

exhausted, finally able to let go.

Officer Theodore J. Brisenojumped
to his feet, embraced his attorney

and shook his brother's hand. The
four defendants, not always on
friendly terms during the trial,

slapped each other on the back and
offered words of congratulations.

“Everyone has been acquitted so

there is no reason for bitterness,”

said attorney John D. Barnett, who
represents Briseno, the only de-

fendant to testify against his fellow

officers, accusing them of being

“out of control” during the beating.
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"It is a time of tremendous
relief/' said Paul DePasquale, a
lawyer representing Timothy E.
Wind, the probationary officer who
was fired last May for his role in
the incident.

Outside the courtroom, Powell's
sister, Leanne, 22, was weeping. “I

am ecstatic, so relieved,” she said,

wiping her eyes.

Other relatives took sanctuary in

a private waiting room off limits to

scores of reporters and camera
crews, but Leanne Powell chose
not to hide. It was her brother's

day of reckoning, and she wanted
the world to hear the good news.

“It hurts to see what they have
done to my brother, to hear people
telling lies about him,” said the
unemployed paralegal, who lives

with her brother and attended
most of the trial. “He did nothing
wrong. And today I saw his first

real smile since March 3, 1991.”

Of the four defendants, only
Powell agreed to withstand the
media frenzy and talk to reporters

in a second-floor briefing, room set

up by court officials. Asked if he
had anything to say to. King, he
replied: “Nothing.” In hindsight,

would he have handled the arrest

differently? “I don't think I can'
answer that,” he said. “That would
be a hard one to answer.”
Attorneys for the other defend-

ants said the emotional toll of the
trial had been great on their cli-

ents, and they simply did not want
to confront the media.
“He was . . . psychologically

[battered] in substantial measure
[and] his life was placed on hold for

almost 14 months by this incident,”

DePasquale said of Wind, who was

accompanied by his wife in the
(

courtroom. “Only at 3:15 this after- *

noon was he able to even.begin to

reconstruct his life in a practical

meaningful way. . . . The emo-
tional element, I think, it will be
critical probably for several
hours.” '

•

Barnett said his client, Briseno,

went directly home to be with his

wife and children, who avoided the

courthouse because of the pub-
licity. . - . .

s

^11 e is delighted that he is not
JLjL going to prison, that he is

not a convicted felon,” Barnett
said. “He can get on with his life.

This has been a terribly traumatic
experience for him. It is unbeliev-
able the pressure that has been on
him since Day One.”

Sgt. Stacey _C. Koon and his

attorney tried to slip out a side door
_of the courthouse, but a near melee
ensued when he was spotted by a
throng of reporters, well-wishers
and protesters.

A stern-iaced Koon refused to
• respond to questions as he 'and his

attorney were whisked by sheriff's

deputies to a waiting car in the
parking lot^The two men ignored^
protesters, some of whom shouted:^

“You're guilty! You're guilty!”

Once in the car, attorney Darryl
Mounger shifted into reverse, and
high-tailed out of the parking lot.

A stream of angry protestersran
•after the car, followed by camera
crews and reporters.

Inside the courtroom, an upbeat
Powell was taking about his plans
for an evening celebration. “Lam’
not going to tell you where itds,” :

he said smiling.
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Political Hostilities
\jBy FRANK CLIFFORD
kand LOUIS SAHAGUN \
'TIMES STAFF WRITER

r In the deafening silence' of a

^South-Central Los Angeles cam-
paign office Wednesday afternoon,

a young African-American politi-

cal consultant found.herself strug-

gling with "a painful reaction to

what had just occurred

;

Like others involved in the cam-
paign to change the way the Los
^Angeles Police Department is run,

jshe was grappling with the fear

that a yearlong struggle to reform
the department had expired in the

•few minutes it took to announce
the acquittal of four officers in the

.Rodney G. King beating case.

5 -Tm still dumbstruck,” said

."Marcella Howell. “I don’t think I

have much to' say.”

By the time darkness set in, and
with it reports of fires and

beatipgs, the threat of political

fallout was extending well beyond
.the campaign for charter change.

Some of the hostilities that virtual-

ly paralyzed city government im-
mediately after the King beating

were rekindled, as police and poli-

ticians blamed each other for the

verdict and its violent aftermath.

* As an angry crowd at police

'headquarters downtown called for

^Police Chief Daryl ,F. Gates to

^resign now. City Councilman Mark
fRidley-Thomas said, “The chief of

police unfortunately is a, liability.

^He symbolizes something that is.

•very offensive.

“Part of that is the result of

irresponsible and unrestrained re-

marks the chief has made over the

years he has been in office and,

over the past few days.” - 1

" Los Angeles County Dist. Atty.;

Ira Reiner, who directed the prose-
x

cution in the King case, also came
under fire, and critics promised

that his handling of the case would
be a major issue in his campaign for

reelection in November. •

The verdict amounts to a “kiss of*

death for Ira Reiner/' said Eric,

Rose, a City Hall
k
lobbyist and

political,consultant

i

“Let’s face it,' when it comes to

. prosecuting high-profile cases, Ira

doesn't have the Midas touch—he
.can't win the big one,” Rose said.

At the red brick headquarters of

the Los Angeles Police Protective

League, police union leaders point-

ed angry fingers at Mayor Tom
.Bradley and the City Council,

many of whose members are up for*

reelection next year. League offi-,

cials said the politicians had
stripped the police of their ability

to restrain suspects with upper
body holds, leaving officers with-

few tools to subdue suspects -be-

yond the billy -clubs used in the

King arrest. s

At a press conference Wednes-
day night, Peggy Estrada, a leader

in the campaign ' against Charter

Amendment P, blamed Bradley for

contributing -to the violence..

Shortly after the acquittals, Brad-

ley held a press conference deplor-

ing the verdict. ... , ,

-
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j;

“How dare he 'make a ’ press :

^conducted surveys for proponents'
Conference saying the system is’ ;of charter change. "This beating,
tvrong, justice is not served,” Es- and all it invokes, no longer im- .

Mirada said. "He gave permission for parts a clear message. It is only'
jthis [the disturbances] to occur.” - going to add to people's confusion,”

'

j

It was a particularly difficult he said.^
: \

v s.

.night for the mayor. As Bradley Political* observers also were
f urged a gathering at First African warning that rioting "could spark a

|

Methodist Episcopal -Church to voter backlash. . .

‘funnel their emotions into a "yes” "If an innocent verdict Severely
vote for charter change, he was ' arouses *.he black community and
.greeted with a mixture of applause ‘there is trouble In the streets, in
and boos. Several in the audience

j
the long run it could be quite

shouted, "What are you going to' damaging to ‘the reform campaign,” .

.

do
l
w^at are you going to do?” said Raphael Sonenshein/a UCLA

.

"We can make the difference, political scientist and a supporter of *

j,We can create change,” Bradley the police reformmeasures.-
* ; ’

said in urging citizens to vote in Meanwhile^ a spokesman for the
i
favor of the charter amendment. ‘ campaign against amending . the

[
While the verdict may mobilize' charter expressed confidence that

|some voters, it could well have a Wednesday's verdict would help
^different effect ;on others, said their cause,
pollster Richard Maullin,, who has “I feel this will be a big plus for

;the vote 4

no' on the Charter
i Amendment F campaign,” said :

Don Clinton, chairman of Citizens

for Integrity and Viability in the

City ' Charter. "It will instiil in

' people the belief that maybe Chief

^
Gates was right all .along. Maybe.

^ our Police Department is better
' than we realized.” -

„ ,

|\ The proposed amendment,
[which will be on the June 2 ballot,

J
would give City Hall new powers
‘over the police chief, limit the

/chief's tenure to two five-year
f terms and expand the role of citi-

:

zens on the city's Board of Police

Commissioners. .

'
*

Until Wednesday, the King
^beating arid the trial had been
potent ammunition for the cam-

'

paign for charter change. It was,

after all, the beating that -set in

Emotion the entire chain of events—.
|from the Christopher Commission’s
|report on 'racism and excessive*

force to the selection of a new
police chief. / 'v

' '

1 As the Jgampaign for charter /

^change' worK^^^raise^lffoney

.
during the -pdst Itwo^months, it

could rely on the dailynewscasts of

the trial, along with repeated air-

ings of the videotape to bring home
the central point of the campaign—
that this was a department in need

of top-down repairs. W:\
V Vt -’S

.

-
’

B ut when a Ventura County jury
returned a -Verdict that few

people in the campaign anticipated,

the vote took on a different signifi-

cance. Now, it gives the voters.of

Los Angeles a chance to re-exam-

ine the King case, as well as the

Christopher Commission findirigs,

and decide whether the evidence

warrants an overhaul of the de-

partment.
,

'

. "We will have pur chance to

distinguish between what the jury

said is riot criminal behavior and
what we as human.beings saw with

our own eyes,” said Ira Yellin,

president of the American Jewish
Committee and a key supporter of

the charter amendment.

"In the turbulent times ahead,”

said campaign consultant Steve

Giazer, "people will want a legal

and moral standard for police be-

havior. The Christopher Commis-
sion's recommendations for the

ballot provide that standard.”

But in the campaign's San Fer-
nando Valley office, supporters

were quick to admit they faced an
uphill battle. ;

"Obviously, it would be a lot

easier battle if there not acquit-

tals,” said lawyer Janice Reznik,

who is coordinating the campaign
in the valley. .

.*
*

More,than ever, said Reznik, the

.campaign's challenge will be .to

remind people that (he verdict does

not contradict, the "Christopher

Commission findings .that racism

and excessive force are widely

condoned in the Police Depart-

ment, and that changing those

attitudes requires making the de-

partment more accountable. -

j;As‘ the violenceMncrfeased
throughout Wednesday night, peo-

ple on both sides of the campaign
were wishing the King beating had
[neverhappened.’

*

# f
c

'

|
“If I had a magic wand, I would

ierase March 3 of last year off the'

Calendar,” saidEstrada of the cam-
fpaign agairist charterchange.
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Real-life Chaos Plays

Big on Small Screen
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4 4"V Tot guilty. . . .Not guilty. . . .Not guilty. .' .
.”

| 1^1 Nearly 14 months after the Rodney G. King •

r A. ^1 beating by police became perhaps the most
^famous videotape in the world, the verdicts in the Simi Valley

courtroom unfolded in stunning repetition on TV Wednesday.
; Thus began a wrenching day of soul-searching and fear on
;TV—pleas for calm amid shots of anger and growing, .

\ frightening nighttime violence and fires; memories of the

;Watts riots; an emotional black church service near

\downtown Los Angeles; TV reporters and anchors treading

dangerously near sensationalism while forced to cover the
.story, and sometimes stepping over the line.

As the destruction and flames in South Los Angeles and
"

downtown filled the screen, the picture became a nightmare.
Protesters also moved onto the freeways downtown.
The quiet unfolding of the verdicts, without a single

’ conviction—and only one count undecided—sent shock
: waves through Lbs Angeles. AndTV picked them up in a

mixed display of competence and outrageousness that will be
remembered for years by viewers.

There were the highly charged TV statements from public

officials and principals in the case, even amid the calls from all

sides to refrain from violence:

;
Councilman Michael Woo: "This is one of the saddest days

in the history of the city.”

C ouncilman Mark Ridley-Thomas: “A crushing blow to

the dignity of every citizen of Los Angeles.”

Mayor Tom Bradley: “This senselessjury verdict.” '
•

King’s attorney, Steve Lerman: “It’s got to stop. It’s got to

stop. . . .Get a plane ticket and get the heck out of Dodge
hlCity];” • -
' The overwhelming reaction reported by the stations •>

condemned the jury decision, with few voices heard in support

of the verdicts. • ...
> /•"

“The only thing missing from the ’60s was {police] dogs,” an.

angry black man told KCBS Channel 2. “Not guilty on all

counts; Get real.” .. *ry

f In a searing, dramatic moment, a black minister said the

[ tragedy of the verdicts was not that it was unbelievable, but
jrthat it was believable to those who have lived the black

[experience. Like others, he noted that whitethere wereno
|blacks on thejury. .

.

'

S
A black police officer, meanwhile, toldKABC Channel 7:

i“The whole reaction [on the force] was one of relief.”

|
ButKNBC Channel 4 political reporter Linda Douglass said

jthat there was “disappointment and anger «md shock” at City

>,Hall, adding that officials there expected at least some
^convictions.

I Time and again, the fascinating question arose as to

^whether repeated showings of the King videotape had
Igesensjtized people to the incident.

. _ / _ . .

FB1/OOJ



'•* WhileTcSnEg for calm, TV naturally went to the whip

when, during the evening, violence broke out at the

intersection of Florence and Norinandie in South Los

Angeles, resulting in looting, several beatings and a loss of

control. Other violence and fires soon followed in a horrifying

sight. •>

InTV terms, the shots were riveting, and helicopter crews

showed them in detail.- - ..
_ ..

KNBC gave prominent coverage to what was simply a

thrilling gathering at the First African Methodist Episcopal

Church near downtown, which was taking place—with a

choir singing and prayers being rendered—even as the

violence was occurring at Florence and Normandie.

At least oneTV station dramatically played the music from

the church while showing footage of the violence. While some

may have found the juxtaposition hard to swallow, it.captured

much of the contrast of the day and the feelings that

abounded.

There were other tenseTV moments as well. When one of

the accused officers, Stacey C. Koon, left the Simi Valley

-courthouse, he was besieged by an angry, shouting crowd that

surged around him yelling “Guilty!” and "Racist!”

And there was also tension as a crowd gathered at the

Parker Center police headquarters downtown.

H opes that the constantTV exposure to angry voices

would be a form of release gave way to fears that it

would further fan the flames. And no one will forget

the shots of disbelief in a barbershop in a black neighborhood

as the verdicts were being read.

It was such an emotional day that even KCBS’ fair-minded

anchor Tritia Toyota editorialized at one point that “one of the

positive” outcomes of the King case was that Los Angeles

now had anew police chief.

Despite the blanket coverage, it was rather startling to see a

news-oriented station such asKTLA Channel 5—which first

showed the King videotape—cut away from the story for

entertainment programs such as “Magnum, P.I.”

And then there was the FoxTV reporter who approached

the jurors as they left, saying: “Why are you covering your

eyes? Why are you hiding your eyes in shame?”

In another shot, viewers saw a white woman in an angry

exchange with two black women. “There’s no goddamn

justice,” one of the black women yelled. “LAPD, keep doing

your jobs,” shouted the white woman. "Protect our rights!”

And a Simi Valley woman told KABC: “They’re acting like -

Simi Valley is full of racist people, and I don’t think that’s

true, and it’s not fair.”

On and on the drama raged, and nearby Hollywood couldn t

begin to match the real story as a city tried to come to grips

withitself. . ...
'

.
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Verdict Greeted With
Reliefand Elation

; Reaction: Many hope their ordeal

under a microscope will now end. A
minority say the videotape persuaded

.

them excessive force was used.

By HECTOR TOBAR
and LESLIE BERGER
TIMES STAFF WRITERS

At Parker Center, the downtown police headquar-
ters, detectives applauded and cheered. They shouted
“Yes!” and “Go get ’em!” as the verdicts were read.
And at the Foothill station, where the whole ugly
affair began last year, Officer Corina Smith raised her
fist in the air and smiled.

!

“I'm elated, absolutely elated,” said Smith, 27, a
friend of defendant Laurence M. Powell. “I'm proud to
be a Foothill officer, and I'm proud to be an LAPD
officer. It's like this sick feeling is finally going to go
•away.”

Throughout the city, most Los Angeles police
officers greeted with quiet satisfaction the news that
the four defendants in the Rodney G. King beating
trial had been acquitted. Although a minority of
officers said they were upset by the verdict, most said
they felt vindicated after enduring more than a year of

..political turmoil and community outrage against
police.

“I was happy for [the defendants], but I was also
happy for me,” said Kevin Jotz, a patrol officer at the
Southeast Division in Watts. “I felt like, whew, now I
can breathe. Now people won't say we're all bad. Now
we won't get cursed out all the time.”

: For the 14 months since the videotaped incident first
hit the airwaves, the officers of the Los Angeles Police
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Department have endured life under a microscope. A
blue-ribbon panel was appointed to examine their
conduct. Their chief has come under fire, and there
have been dozens of demonstrations by people railing
against police brutality.

On Wednesday, many officers said, it seemed their
ordeal was finally over.

“There's no massive jubilation,” said Sgt. Peter
Vanson, a 12-year police veteran. “Mostly we're all in
shock. The whole department has been through a lot

in the last year. But, hopefully, it's all behind us now
and we can all get on with our jobs.”
For some, it was a time to reflect on. the damage

done to the department's reputation over the past
year. Officer Rick Coipel, who patrols South-Central
Los Angeles, doubted that the images of white .police

officers pummeling a black motorist will ever be
erased from the public consciousness.

^1X7e're all guilty, guilty by association,” Corpel
VV said. “The public reached its verdict a year

ago. And that verdict is guilty. I know, I hear it out
here everyday.”
Many expressed anger that they would soon be

under the command of a new chief, saying Chief Daryl
F. Gates would never have been forced out if had not
been for the King beating.

“There wouldn't have been pressure oh Gates or so
.much pressure for an outsider to have been brought
in” without the videotape, Detective Carlos Ramirez
Said at Parker Center.

In the hours and minutes before the verdict was
read, tension was palpable at police facilities across the
city. Sentries were posted outside many stations, a
move not taken since the Gulf War. Desk officers were
Tihder instructions from police headquarters to keep
reporters out of the stations. __

FBI/DOJ
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Inside the stations, officers huddlecP quietly in

roll-call conference rooms and watched as the pro-
ceedings unfolded on television. , .

-

At the Harbor Division in San Pedro, some officers

seemed shocked by the verdicts—until the last minute,

a guilty verdict had seemed inevitable. But Sgt. Danny
Contreras said he was not surprised.

“I felt they were innocent,” Contreras said. “Watch-
ing the video, listening to the testimony . . . -and

hearing what the defendants said in court,” Contreras

said, persuaded him that the beating was a violent, but
unavoidable, incident.

“If you are not there” in the streets, Contreras said,

“it’s very hard to visualize what happens.”
Not everyone, however, was pleased with the

verdicts. Harbor Division Chief Timothy King seemed
visibly upset after hearing the court clerk read the last

“not guilty.”

“I hate second-guessing people, but doggone it, I do
not like what I saw on that video,” said King, who
before taking over the Harbor Division was charged
with launching the Internal Affairs investigation of

the King beating. “And I haven’t heard any police

officer say that what they saw was good and proper.”
. At the Foothill Division, the scene was as it was
more than a year ago, when the chaotic, black-and-
white images of the King beating were first broadcast

around the world. Once again, officers watched as

video cameras caught their colleagues in the spotlight

of history.

Laurence M. Powell, Stacey C. Koon, Timothy E.

Wind and Theodore J. Briseno—they are iamiliar

names at the station. The officers worked there until a
steady-handed amateur cameraman landed all four in

police purgatory.

A host of other Foothill officers'who stood by and
watched the bearing that iateful evening are still

under investigation. “The only thing I can say is I'm

breathless,” said one of the officers who still faces

^possible disciplinary action, his voice trembling with

emotion. He declined to be identified because he is

about to face an internal police hearing for his role in

the King incident.

One Foothill officer already disciplined was Smith,

who wats on the receiving end of Powell’s infamous

“Gorillas in the Mist” computer message. She received

a five-day suspension. “I don't know if vindication is a

good word,” she said. “I feel the truth came out arid

that the verdicts are a reflection of the truth.”

Much has changed at Foothill since the beating,

which transpired just two miles from the station'.

A used sofa, some magazines and a fish tank now adorn

the front lobby, an attempt 'to make the otherwise

grim building more friendly. Faces of color are more
common around the office, once a bastion of white

officers.

On Wednesday, as a crowd of protesters gathered

outside the station to protest the verdict, a Latino and

a black officer became involved in an impromptu

debate. Sgt. Joe Najera supported the jury's decision,"

but Sgt. Mike Brox, who is black, did not. After some
finger-pointing and raised voices, they

k
agreed to

disagree. -

“There's no question in my mind that that [the

beating] was excessive,” Brox said. “It, hurt me to

know that our justice system could not see there was
excessive force.” til> , , * ^ „ **«*.. -
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Court: ‘This was ajury ofpeople who <>

ran away from Los Angeles to get away 1

from Rodney King,’ one said.
’

By HENRY WEINSTEIN and PAUL LIEBERMAN
TIMES STAFF WRITERS .

.

* The acquittal of four police ^officers accused of
beating Rodney G. King was determined not so much
py intricate courtroom strategy or. any' piece of
•evidence, but by geography and preconceived notions, 1
legal experts said Wednesday. "

J
The case-may have been decided the day Superior “

Court Judge Stanley M. Weisberg ordered the trial *t]

moved from Los Angeles to Simi Valley/ an. bver- *

Tvhelmingly white, conservative community long d
known as a popular home for law enforcement officers.

'

In another locale, jurors might have understood “the c]
implications of being a black man in a car being chased p]
by police/* former Manhattan prosecutor Ruth Jones di
said. In a black community, she said, “the thought that fc
police officers would use excessive force is not a leap of
faith.” -

'

c ,

‘ But in Simi Valley, “the thought that these guys .at
were just doing their job was not a leap bLfaith for fo
them/* said Jones, who monitored the trial for the sa
Courtroom Television Network.

.

Several experts similarly said the verdicts clearly
:

th
reflected pre-existing attitudes—support of police,
fear of street crime, perhaps racism—heldby the jury de
‘rather than their reaction to evidence presentedin the Ui
Courtroom. i

,
jU]

l

Most of those interviewed were stunned- by the av
^outcome. They had expected convictions of* at least sit
:three officers because of the graphic videbtape of
:JCing*s beating and the fact that one of the defendants, ATheodore J. Briseno broke ranks by saying that his tv
'colleagues* actions were “out of control.** ,

* shocked because in this case you had the most
^compelling form of evidence in support of the

“
Charges—a videotape of the beating/* said Loyola
University law professor Laurie Levenson. wl

j
But the verdicts also were “a very strong statement ^0]

J>y the jury** in support of street police officers, said Ed /De
’Hayes, a former Bronx prosecutor.

. ]

Classification:

Submitting Office:

LOS ANGELES

Indexin

IsFARCHFO / INHFXm
~

SERIALIZED

AAY 04 1992

FBI — LOS ANGELES

I
ndeed, the only juror who discussed the verdict
>SSU

?
d a ringing defense of the officers, saying,

They re policemen, they’re not angels. They’re out
•there to do a low-down dirtyjob.”
• She saw King, on, the other hand, as “obviously a
dangerous person.”
Some questioned two prosecution decisions: the

choice not to call King as a witness and the
prosecution’s failure tc vigorously oppose the intro-
duction of “expert testimony” on whether the use of
force was excessive.

“When you have experts testifying on both sides of a
case, you create reasonable doubt,” said New York
attorney Harvey Weitz, who also monitored the case
for the Courtroom Television Network. “The jurors

' say, -Who am I to second guess?’
”

, -However, many legal observers said Wednesday,
that those decisions didn’t really matter in the end.
“Given this jury, they might have still acquitted the

defendants and ordered King to jail,” said New York
;
University law professor Burt Neuborne. “This was a

‘jury of people who’ ran away from Los Angeles to get
.away from,Rodney King. And they are the ones who
sit injudgment.”

Neuborne, former national legal director of the
American Civil Liberties Union, said it was startling to

.
him that eight of the jury members had served in the
military. “Thejury certainly was not a cross-section of
Los Angeles.”

“To this jury . : > these defendants didn’t look like
what defendants are supposed to look like,” agreed
Jones, who currently works for the NOW Leeal
Defense Fund.

' - - 6

J
..kast year, a state appeals court ordered the trial out
of Los Angeles County because of “extensive and
pervasive” media coverage and “intense” political
•fallout that showed no sign of abating. In the past,
attempts to move numerous sensational cases—in-
cluding those of Charles Manson and the TTiiiaiHo
Strangler—failed.



Weisberg chose Simi Valley over Alameda County
or Orange County as the site for the trial.

Neuborne deplored the transfer of the King case,

noting that it failed to find a jury out of the reach of the
publicity—all the members of the panel had -seen the
infamous videotape. And the result was a jury with no
blacks, a factor that will have lingering negative
effects, he said.

“The integrity of the verdict will simply not be
accepted because of the absence of blacks on the jury,”

Neuborne said. “If the same verdicts had been
returned with a fair representation of blacks, it would
have been accepted as the way the [criminal justice]

system works.”
The legal experts groped for explanations of why the

jury did not find the videotape the conclusive evidence
that the prosecution—and much of .the world—had
thought it was.

“In this case, seeing was not believing,” Southwest-
ern University law professor Myrna Raeder said.

Throughout the case, lawyers for the four officers

had urged jurors to consider what had happened before

Uhe videotape—King's speeding, his aberrant be-
havior, his refusal to obey police commands after he
was stopped following a high-speed chase^

J- In addition, Hayes said, the. defense was wise "to

'assert that there was more than one way to look at the

[tape and that King was shown trying to rise and
charge the officers. ;

• *

|
“The tape in slow motion told them something

^different than what they were told by the -prosecu-

tion,” he said.
. ..

- a. . .

'

I Los Angeles criminal defense attorney -Howard
jWeitiman Stressed that the videotape did not explain

tiie officers^ intentions—a critical element of proving

[the crime. IThe key to this case is theiPstatd of mind,”

[said Weitzman, who successfully defended auto ex-

ecutive John DeLorean on narcotics charges in

Another trial in which it appeared that an incriminat-

fing videotape made for an open-and-shut case.

:

v Most of the experts said they thoughtihe prosecu-

tion's striking decision not to call King us a witness

|had been wise despite the outcome. Whatever might
fhave i been gained by King's description of his

buffering, they said, could have been outweighed by
/the opportunity it would have given -the defense to

/highlight King's criminal record, in effecfputting him
fjon trial,

j
, ,

*

,

f

.

But Weitzman and Raeder said the prosecution,

-might have benefited by having King tell the jury
1

iwhat he had experienced. '
j

*

|
“The videotape is incredibly strong stufftbut when

£you see that videotape over and over and oyer and you
!$on't*have any feeling for the individual, I have to

tsurmise that the jurors got desensitized to the \jideo,”-

i Raeder said. ? f ».
*

|

pt Weitzman said that if he had been a juror, “I jwould
" have liked to have heard from Rodney King, w{iat he
felt, why lie continued to move and what was*going

„ through his mind.”
j

:•

.

The decision not to call King was made by Dist.

Atty. Ira Reiner after lengthy discussions with the

two prosecutors and other members of his staff. 1

While prosecutors drew some second guessing,

experts praised defense attorneys for their seemingly
risky “all or nothing at all strategy”—their decision,

not to offer the jury an alternative of lesser misde-
meanor charges such as battery.

“That was saying to the jury: ‘Who is the criminal—
Rodney King or the police officers?' ” Levenson said.*

To many of the observers, it was clear that these

jurors had little trouble answering that question.

“The decision . . . reminds me of the classic case in -

* Texas where [noted attorney] Racehorse Haynes got
an. acquittal for three police officers accused of beating

a Latino man,” said Los Angeles lawyer Barry Tarlow.

“The case was moved from Houston to a rural county.

After the verdict, Haynes was asked when he thought

'

he had won the case. He replied: ‘When I got the last

„ redneck seated on thejury/”
Neuborne, too, said he feared a “worst side” to the

verdict: “that it simply means white suburban Ameri-

;

ca is so frightened of black people that they'll tolerate

any behaviorby police.”
M

But, he cautioned that there could be another'

interpretation: “That it was just 12 people who had a,

reasonable doubt.”
.
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Trial: Governor deploys !

troops at mayor’s request

after arson, looting erupt.

Ventura Countyjury

apparently was not

convinced that videotape

told the whole story.

By RICHARD A. SERRANO
and TRACY WILKINSON
TIMES STAFF WRITERS

* SIMI VALLEY-Four Los An-
geles police officers won acquittals

Wednesday in their trial for the

beating of black motorist Rodney
G. King, igniting renewed outrage'

over a racially charged case that

had triggered a national debate on

police brutality.
'

Hours after the verdicts were
announced, angry demonstrators

torched buildings, looted stores and
assaulted passersby as civic leaders

pleaded for calm. Gdv. Pete Wilson

deployed the National Guard at the

'request of Mayor Tom Bradley,

who warned residents to “stay off

the streets.”

Bradley, in a late-night televised The 81-second' video, filmed by

address to the city, said a curfew an amateur, showed officers.dehv,

may be imposed tonight if the ering repeated baton blows and

violence continues.
.

' kicks.asKing rolled on the.groynd.

Wilson’s decision to send in the Its images have been seared into

National Guard came after rioters the minds of viewers the world

touched off more than 150 fires,
j
over who have watched -the_ tape

stormed police headquarters and broadcast repeatedly.

trashed Numerous- downtown ' A visibly. angry Bradley said he

buildings. Sporadic gunfire flared was left r‘speechless ’ by the

in the streets, and heavy smoke “senseless” verdicts and urged the

rising from the fires fprced the city to refrain from violence.. . .

authorities to reroute landing pat- "The jury’s verdict wm:„never

terns for aircraft at Los Angeles blind the world to what wejaw-on

International Airport.'
- '

- the videotape, Bradley said.- —
By late Wednesday night, au- The not guilty verdicts -*y-*a

thorities had linkedfour deaths and Ventura -County Superior,. CourtSS Se violence. Some jury-wHich included no :t#eks-

neople were pulled from their cars were reached after seven days nf

and beaten ,

deliberations. For three days, the

* It was the largest rioting to erupt jury forewoman .^ffifc the-panel

in Los Angeles since the Watts focused Sxdusively^on-^a-single

riot^f i%5 - - . . - ' count of:assault agairistag-of the ..

Acquitted were Sgt. Stacey ,C. ’.officers. With the jury -unable to

Koon and Officers Laurence M. feach a consensus, a mistrial was

Powell Theodore- J. Briseno and declared on that count- by Judge

Timothy E, Wind. Jurors appar- Stanley M. Weisberg. •

entlv were'not convinced that a r^Except for the single deadlocked

videotape of the March 3, 1991, dount, all four defendants, who are

beating of King represented the- white, were acquitted on all counts,

entire story. One juror said that fhe unresolved count is an assault

: King bv being combative and; charge against Powell; prosecutors

ignoring the officers’ -orders,' will announce May 15 whether

brought the beating upon himself, j they will retry the officer. __

FBI/DOJ



r

A 'Upon hearing the verdicts, Bri- 1

beant. Powell was greeted, .by a
seno—who had testified that he Bimilar crowd that hurled rocks at
believed his fellow officers ,were fiim as he left. - *

' Vout of control” when they beat
j The prosecutors, who had stared

and stomped King-leaped to his silently at their table during the
feet and hugged his attorney. Pow- fading of the verdicts, hung their
^11 and his attorney, Michael Stone, heads ^ ,marched out of .the
fugged each other. - courtroom. *

,

‘

,

^Tm very happy,” Powell told
{ “My.reaction is shock first* thefe

Reporters. ‘But it's hard . to be disappointment,” said Deputy Dist,
surprised. I felt all along that I was Atty. Terry White, the lead prose-

. innocent. Now I know I'm inno- lut0T in the case . “Obviously we
,

ieel the evidence warranted a con-
- Attorney Darryl Mounger, .who Action of the defendants and the
defended Koon, said he believed jury disagreed with us.”

-:>

V‘
'

t,he verdict turned on “truth.” . \ The defense strategy turned on
He [Koon] wasn't doing any- persuading the jury that King was-

hing but making an arrest.”
| combative suspect who did noti

j
Mounger added that the. trial comply with officers* orders. Evi-

represented a “no-win” situation dently, it worked. - *

. \

for all concerned. “Nobody wins,” 7 “He' refused tb get out of the!
he said. “These officers have been <W” said one juror who was inter- i

punished enough, Rodney King got viewed by The Times. “His two'
;out of jail, where he should be, and Companions got out of the car and'
; instead, he's going to win a million domplied with all the orders and he

"

rSollars [in a civil lawsuit].”
'

• just continued .to fight. So the

i
As Koon left the courthouse, police Department had no alterna-

.
bystanders shouted five. He was obviously a dangerous

fGuilty!” and scuffled briefly with person. . . . Mr. Kirig was control-]
.{sheriff's deputies flanking the ser- hng the whole show with his'

i ctions.” .

Extraordinary secrecy measures
surrounded the jury, which was

Sequestered throughput its delib-

erations. Members refused to talk

tb reporters after the verdicts were
nead in a packed, silent courtroom
qt the East County Courthouse,

j

“This experience has been an
extremely difficult and stressful

.qne, one that we have all agonized
cfver a great deal,” said a statement
prepared by the jury forewoman, a
64-year-old military contracts
Manager. “We feel we have done
the best job we could have done.”
The statement was read by a I

court official after the jurors were

!

^hisked away in a VenturaCounty :

Sheriff’s Department bus to a near-
j

by Travelodge where they had
bjeen ^sequestered during their de-
iterations. There, they were es-

corted to pick up their bags, some
"Of which had masking tape placed
on tags to conceal their names and
addresses.

{The* four defendants were ac-

quitted on one count of assault with
a deadly weapon. All except Powell
were acquitted of assault under the

'

color of authority; the jury dead-
locked .8 to 4 favoring acquittal on

. this count for Powell. He may face -

a new trial on that count. .

V. Rowell and Koon were acquitted

fb’f filing a false police report. Koon
also was found not guilty of acting

as an accessory after the fact.
j

.

|

- King's attorney, Steve Lerman, *

was furious with the verdicts,

j

“It says it's OK to beat somebody

'

on the ground and beat the crap out
i of him,” Lerman said. “They [the

jurors] chose to ignore and disre-

gard the fundamental issue: the
issue 'of brutal, vicious felonious,

assault against this man; There is

nothing Rodney King did to de-

serve this fate, and [the defend-'

ants] are walking out as heroes.
' “The fact that maybe 12 white
jurors are not going to convict four

white cops, it may be as basic, as

that.''
'

‘

The officers' legal troubles are

not over, however. A federal civil

rights investigation, which had
been put onhold pending the trial's

outcome, will be reactivated, U.S.

Atty. Lourdes G. Baird said.

Elsewhere in the country, there

was a similar outpouring of anger.
,

“I am shocked, outraged and
frightened for our nation,” said

Joseph Lowery, president- of the

Southern Christian Leadership
Conference. “We all cried and
prayed for our nation. .. . . Even.in

Johannesburg, South Africa, they
have begun to punish white offi-

cers who assault black people.”

Lowery planned to hold a prayer
vigil at Martin Luther King Jr.'s

tpmb in Atlanta today.

The King beating quickly be-
came a watershed event in Los
Angeles history, spawning an un-'

precedented move' to reform the
Police Department, hastening the
retirement of one chief and. the
hiring of another—and forcing this

ethnically diverse city into pro-
found introspection on the state of

irace relations. .



With tensions running high after

the beating, .a blue-ribbon panel
was formed to investigate the Po-
lice Department Named the Chris-

topher Commission for its chair-

man, former U.S. Assistant
Secretary of State Warren Chris-

topher, the panel found a police

force plagued by tacitly condoned
racism and abuse at the hands of

1rogue cops. The commission called

on Chief Daryl F. Gates to step

down.
After Wednesday’s verdicts,

Gates met with reporters at Parker
Center but declined to express his

opinion about the jury’s verdict.
“An awful lot of people will

voice their opinion,” Gates said. “I

don’t intend to.” *

Gates directed much of his news
* conference to urge calm in the city.

But even as he spoke, a' crowd
gathered in front of Parker Center.

As Gates left the room, demonstra-
tors were shouting “LAPD are
L
rednecks! LAPD are racists!"
* “This may be a test,” Gates said.

IT believe people will meet that'

;test
” •

•
.

£ \ ,

L ater,* 'as violence spreacl

through parts of the city, Gates
^activated the LAPD Emergency
Command Center, canceled police

Reaves and declared a permanent
*alert.

' : 4

l
Gates’ designated successor,

IPhiladelphia Police Commissioner

5 Willie L. Williams, who is black;

;was monitoring the riots on televi-
*

sion at his Philadelphia home.

{
“The outbursts by these people

fare certainly in no way helping the
:

^healing process. It’s making it very
^difficult for those,people who were
^trying to take this court decision

|and make changes, .

f
“It’s a no-win situation, every-

thing that occurred in the last few
;.hours, the rioting, ,the fires, (he,

^hooting death.

-
.
“They are going to solidify the

. views of those people who are not

wanting to see things smoothed
*over, but want them further divid-

ed.”
'

•

He declined to comment on the
LAPD’s tactics of .holding back
during the early stages of the

rioting, but said he will review it

when he takes office in several

weeks.
.

' He also said he will consult with
Los Angeles officials today to see if

he could play any role in calming

the situation. * '

“Tactically,” Williams told The
7Times, “it’s probably one of the

most crucial .times in the history of

the Police Department-one of the

most crucial, precarious times in'

. Chief Gates’ career and mine.”

Legal experts said the jurors may
have reached the verdicts based on
their fears of crime and pre-ex-

isting attitudes favoring police offi-

cers. The key 'factor, they agreed,

was the change of venue granted to
'

the defense. Moving the trial out of

Los Angeles County to' more con-

servative and less racially* diverse *

Simi Valley produced a jury dis-

posed to siding with police, the

experts said.
~ ^ -

The six-man, six-woman jury

included one Latina and one Asian-,.

American, pnly a handful of.blacks

were present in the original jury

pool:

The four officers’ defense attor-

neys had sought to portray King as

a hard-to-handle suspect who
made the officers fear for their

lives. A convicted felon on parole,

King was drunk the night he led

police dn a high-speed chase
through the streets of Los Angeies
.County until stopping in Lake
View Terrace. There, he was .or-

dered out of his car, and the

beating followed.
*

“I tried to put them in the shoes

of the police officers,” said Stone,

/‘and I think I was able to do that.

"'We got the jurors to look at the
' case not from the eye of the camera
or the eye of a video cameraman,
but from the eyes of the officers

who were out there that night.”

t
Powell is the officer seen level-

ing most of the blows at King, who
‘ was swung at more than 50 times,

and stung by an electrical Taser

gun. '
.

In speaking to reporters, Powell
directed some of his wrath at

Gates. “He should have backed us

up,” Powell said. “He should have
hacked up his policies,” but the

verdicts- “show that he was
wrong.” .

The jury heard 29 days of testi-

mony from 55 witnesses and was
shown the videotape on numerous
occasions. -

, King didhot testify at the trial.

In an interview with the district

attorney’s office four months after

the ‘beating, he said he “saw death

in [Powell’s] eyes” and was certain
' he would be killed by officers who
beat him furiously and repeatedly

.called him"“nigger.” •

Throughout Los Angeles on
Wednesday, residents who hat
glued to their television sets to

watch the delivering of the. ver-

dicts expressedastonishment.
‘

“The jury apparently didn’t see

L



and hear the same trial I heard,” :

said Inglewood resident Terry Co-

leman,' 49, a former police officer

fwho estimates that he saw 95% of
t

‘the trial oh television. “The ver-

'

diet’s just as racist as what hap-

pened that night. I’m ashamed to

be from Los Angeles. I’m happy I

don’t have a uniform anymore.' .

“I feel like I did when I heard

that Martin Luther King died/’

'added Coleman, who is black. I

' felt each of those riot guiltys—each

one of them.” • _

A white bus driver in the San

’’Fernando Valley, who asked that

his name not be used, had a similar

'reaction. '

I

-
“it’s the worst thing that has

"happened in this nation since Ken-

nedy was shot in ’63,” he said.

“Those guys are as guilty as guilty

' can be. There ain’t a one of them

that ain’t guilty.”

At the Lake View Terrace spot

where the beating took place,

about 100 people gathered to vent

their rage, peacefully but forceful-

ly.

“The verdict is very wrong,”

said Russell Baldwin, who is black.

‘‘They had it on tape. It showed the

cops were wrong. . . . The verdict

makes us open targets for po-

lice. . . . Who are we supposed to

call for protection now?”

( t’T'his shows you can’t trust the

A justice system,” said Antho-

ElUsTT dete'etive in'thTaipart- ' Another ^al ^te^r invo^

ment’s Pacific Division. Bnseno, who,
atedefense

“We’ve definitely been slimed, many, mounted a sep

We’ve been slimed,” Ellis said, and said he tried to stop the

“There’s a lot of open disrespect for bearing.
Brisen0 tesUfied

law enforcement. It s police-bash- On the
» Powell’s baton

thing to do.
•

. . - {00t» on ying in an attempt- to

Bill Violante, president of the foot on
£ S ^^^ pow_

Police Protective League, said that n?ketne
away^

although the acqmttals were a ell and mna * tried to

victory for these four LAPD offi- batons. He said ^ ^ ^
cers. . .this verdict should not be feport'to pi P

n had Uged

A justice system,” said Antho- .

ny Ellis, another protester. “What
]

is justice? What kind of example do
;

we have to show our kids?”

Although some police officers

were surprised by the trial s out-

come, many expressed satisfaction.

William Frio, spokesman for the

LAPD, said he was shocked but

saw a positive side.

“We’re a very professional de-

partment,” he said, “and I think

this verdict somewhat vindicates

the department.”

“I didn’t hear any whoops of

cheering, there wasn’t' anyone

jumping jor joy,” said James S.

Rodney King occurred.”,
.

,

Now, he said, the union intends ™
his assertions had caused*

to call on the mayor and the City “
ânentrift.

.

Council to reinstate the use of the P
^ “i congratulated

1 controversial carotid hold, which -
^ave n0 animosi-

was stricken from police policy, .

uus"

leaving officers in the field with
who was on probation at

few basic tools beyond “the side- ; ’

Qf^ beating, was fired

handled baton.” soon thereafter. The other officers,

“It is incumbent upon city offi-
SUSDended without pay since the

cials to come up with another tool & . _ow face internal Police

so that we do not have other
Departn^nt hearings. Koon’s- is

similar incidents with the use of a wiyied for next week before an

side-handled baton," Violante said.
T *Pt) administrative tribunal.

.'Throughout the three-month — —'
''

trial, defense attorneys had ma-
' neuvered to keep the issue of race

out of the trial. But when Powell

was on the stand, his attorney.

Stone, inadvertently asked him

about police computer iriessages he

-had sent before the beating, open-

ing the door for prosecutor White

to quiz the officer about computer

I messages he sent 20 minutes before

' the beating.
‘

‘

In one of those messages, Foweu

told a fellow officer about an

earlier incident involving a dispute

among a black family that Powell

i described as “right out of ‘Gorillas

! in the Mist.’ ”
.

1 White grilled Powell about -the

message. But on the stand, he
‘ sought to maintain that he did not
: consider the message to be racist.

5 Nevertheless, White told the jury

in his closing summation that the
f message was “clearly racially mo-

p >tivated,” ^
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Reaction: Many cite videotape ofbeating and ask;

how jury could acquit officers. A few voice satisfaction.

By AMY WALLACE
and DAVID FERRELL
/TIMES STAFF WRITERS

; Outrage and indignation swept

khe city Wednesday as citizens rich

and poor, black and white, strug-

gled to reconcile the acquittals of

four Los Angeles Police Depart-

ment officers with the alarming,

-violent images captured,on a late-

night videotape.

"If something in you can die, that

something died,” said the Rev,

Cecil L. Murray, who, like count- ,

less others, sat spellbound before a •

television screen as verdicts were

;read that cleared the officers of

criminal wrongdoing in last year’s

‘beating of black motorist Rodney
G. King.

Surrounded by a small group of

,other clergymen in a basement

meeting room of his First African

^Methodist Episcopal Church in

South-Central Los Angeles, Mur-
ray could only close his eyes,

fighting back tears, and label the

verdicts a tragedy.

“Not because it’s unbelievable,”

he added, echoing the cynicism and
bitterness that sprang from homes,

•streets and meeting halls through-

out Los Angeles, "but because it is

believable. . . . You think rational

people will be at least semi-ration-

al. You think civil people will be at

least semi-civil. But to come back

and see them completely white-

washing something that the whole

world witnessed—this is a brutali-

zation of truth.”*]*
r '

The verdicts drew -fervent reac-

. tion virtually everywhere. A wide-

ly outnumbered minority voiced

satisfaction with the acquittals.

Among them* was Barbara Wil-

liams, who stood with friends out-

side the courthouse after the ver-

, diet, expressing her support for the

four LAPD officers.
'

"I’m glad they got off,” she said.

"They did what they were trained

-to do:” . -

But overwhelming sentiment
against the acquittals poured forth

^almost immediately—both in the

inner city and in outlying, largely

white suburbs. Rose Brown, 43, of

Los Angeles, who drove to the Simi

Valley courthouse to hear the ver-

dicts, said: “I’m not only shocked,

but I’m hurt for Americans as a

people. ... I don’t think Rodney
King was on trial, but I think

America was on trial.”

Brown then presaged the vio-

lence that would break out later in

parts' of the city, saying: "I am not

j^ven to riot, but you just watch.

Something’s going tobreak.”

Linda-Johnson Phillips, another

Los Ang’eibs resident who attended

the * {rial’s final day, rushed from

the courtroom in tears. "The color

of your skin determines the degree

of justice you get,” she said bitter-

ly. "It’s a shame that America has

v
gotten to the point where people

believe what they hear and not

what they see.” _
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loater, community leaders ancf '‘Thefacqulttalsf ; are outra-
activist groups met to urge calm/geous, a mockery of justice/' the
while neighborhoods around them-NAACP’s executive director, Ben-
simmered near a boil. At 55th jmin L. Hooks, said in a statement,
Street and Normandie Avenue in' comparing the outcome to that of
the inner city, 31 -year-old Tonia^ the Scottsboro, Ala., “Boys Case”
Smith, a mother of two, stoodi of 1931, ‘in which an all-white jury
screaming about the verdicts. “It! convicted nine innocent black
was wrong! Suspended without? youths ofraping twowhite women,
pay,- that's no justice!" she hollered.1 “Given the -evidence," Hooks
‘They beat that black man! It's! said ^he King verdicts, “it is

time for_ us black folks . to! difficult. to see how the jurors will
reunite. It's our turn now. We're
tired of being slaves!" •

A t the same intersection, -some-
one had placed a cardboard

sign in the middle of the street
alluding to the white officers:
Black men and women are fair

|
game for shooting and beating at

j
the hands of [Police Chief Daryl P.j

t Gates' gang, known as LAPD."
,

EJsewhere, a crowd that grew to
200 gathered at the Lake View
Terrace location where King's
beating was videotaped by a by-
stander more than a year ago.
Chanting “We Want Justice!"’they
held signs with slogans—“Honk
Your Horns for Guilty/' and, “No
Justice for a Brother/'

.

Twice, passing police cars were
pelted with rocks, but the mostly
hlack crowd limited its displays of
emotion to verbal blasts.

ever live with their consciences."

Among many activists who. ex-

pected convictions, there was the

same stunned reaction: How could

the videotape lie? How could those

graphic, painful images—of police

officers repeatedly wielding their
*

batons on. a suspect lying before

them—have been wrong, or so

(badly skewed?
Many concluded that they could

not. -

“I couldn't believe it— I just

:1 couldn't believe what I was hear-

ing," said Myrtle City, a longtime

Neighborhood Watch block cap-

tain in the LAPD's crime-plagued

hT7th Division, “to. arrest a man is

i one thing, but to beat him with four

|
or five people, with their guns

|
drawn? I'was just shocked."

Highland Park' resident Mar-
lianne Hooper, 30, who is white,

; watched the verdicts at home and
i

i,rPUir. -
•

. * waicneu uie vcxuiuia at iauiuc auu

imfirp cvcfpm
S
”^°vi

C
A
nX trusl^e

l voiced the same consternation. “If
^ system, said Anthony Ellis, umr.fh n fhrmcanH
b kiani, ' i a picture is worth a thousand

4bSit mJi
10

u
ed bltt

J
erly

1 words, then justice is blind;” Hoop-£££ he verdicts
1 er said. “I can’t believe it.”

'

Uicpn^p anV
T^ ^USt got a new

|
At the same time, she. said, she

riicense—any niggers you see you -•

r
can beat."

!
At the LAPD's main building

idowntown, several hundred dem-'
onstrators gathered, demanding
Gates' resignation -and smashing
the glass doors with rocks. “There
was no justice for Rodney King.
Without justice, there will be no-
peace,” said one protester, Allen
Wesley of South-Central Los An-
geles. No one in this community
will abide by anything LAPD says
anymore."

i understands the pressures on po-

lice -in a city where gang violence

!jand drugs are out of control.

{“They’re being hit with assault

j
rifles out- there/*-she said. “It really

I is a war. What kind of a normal

I person would not go crazy facing

Hhat?" — ,
- —

‘

I At one point, protesters stormed
J the building. But police were able

l
to hold off the crowd, arresting one
man as .he shouted, “You're chok- •

Jing me, man!”

|
A. number of major activist

[groups joined in the outcry over

i

the verdicts, including the National
Assn, for the Advancement '.of'

Colored People, the American Civil

j

Liberties Union, the American
Jewish Congress, Los Angeles Gay
and Lesbian Community Services
Center and the Gay & Lesbian
Alliance Against Defamation/Los
Angeles.

_ ,
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l One white bus driver from the

.San Fernando Valley branded the

jury’s decision “the worst thing

'that has happened in this nation

‘since Kennedy was shot in *63.” He-

.spoke of the officers by saying:
'

“Those guys are as guilty as guilty

can be.”

Attorney William R. Moore,

who watched the announce-

ment of verdicts in a downtown

don’t see how you could overcome

what I saw on. the yideotape. The

videotape is worth more than

10,000 words.”

The existence of the tape, which

made the King case Singular

among all brutality -cases in .Los

Angeles, carried its message to

every corner of the metropolis.

Eric Davis and Darryl Strawberry,

two outfielders with the Los An-

geles Dodgers who grew up in

LARD officers are shown beating Rodney G.Kirig as he lies on the

ground in videotape filmed by amateur cameraman George Holliday.

-high-rise, lost a $5 bet that at least

two of the officers would be con-

victed on felony counts. Cynically,

Moore said the case “only con-

firmed my view of policing in L.A.

I’m sure it happens all the

time. . . . Cops kick the . . . out of

people and cover it up with phony

reports.”

The real victims, he added, are

the taxpayers who had to foot the

bill for the officers’ conduct.

. Another attorney, Nick Gedb,

said he cannot comprehend how
jurors failed to_convict,jajringJ/I

.South-Central Los Angeles, ex-

pressed their own shock and disbe-

lief. :
*

.

",

“When I saw [the video] T
* thought, ‘Hey, this guy’s got a real

good case,’ ” Davis said at Dodger

Stadium. “-Then you turn around

/and he doesn’t have a case at all?

That’s heavy.”.
’

\

“It’s kind of hard to believe/’,

• Strawberry said. ’ V
Film director John Singleton

said: “This shows we are going

backward. . . . There is still no

Justice in this country.”

Andy Cisn_eros,^

awaiting 'sTliusTnEast Los*Angeles,

said: “A beating is a beating. -1

thoughtthat then when Hirst saw

the tape, and I think -that right

v*At Cal State Los Angeles, about

40 students watched the verdict

anriduncements at the Student Un-

ion. For most, including black stu-

dent Kim Williams, the acquittals

provoked outrage. “How -.can you

look at that video and not convict^
she demanded. - ; _ • „.

In Westwood, Alison Porter, 24,

a high school teaching assistant,

called the verdicts ridiculous. Ev-

erybody has a right to a fair trial,

she said, “but it was obvious from

the tape, they beat Rodney King

and I don;t think there was any

excuse for it.
, .

. „

In Long Reach, however., a

woman who declined w
name said she was “tickled as hell .

at the verdicts. “I think Rodney

•King deserved all he got, and l am

-so glad the police did not get taken

up,” she said/Tt’s one. thing when

you’re not breaking the law and

that happens to you . . .but when

the police have to chase you be-

cause you are breaking the law, it's

quite another.”
-

. As darkness fell'over Los Angel-

es, about 2,000 people gathered at

Murray’s inner-city church; cele-

brating their unity against what

- they considered a bad jury deci--

- sion. King’s mother, Angela, ap-

peared before the cheering crowd,

I saying: ‘Tm not one for speeches,

1 but I want to thank you . . . for

r being so supportive. And we love

3 you all.
” "
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',',.'"1 know the film was horrible,

Jliror ISSyS rBllCl £ut there’s a lot more to it than the

‘-i-, , .
film, and a lot more to it than the

rGlt KlflP Arfinr»« sma11 Pieces of film that wereA Wllvmg/ltUUUS shown on TV," said one juror

Worn fr* interviewed by The Times. -TheWere to Blame 'film does not show all of the things
i; That went on before."

Bv SHFRYi erni rppp 1
The iury

’

? verdict proved to be a

: T.MEs'stAFF
L
w^TER

BERG Resounding endorsement, of the po-

; _

n.ce officers conduct.. The juror—
.

In' the end, the now-famous ^9 spoke despite a pact reached
: videotape—81 seconds of footage the 12tbat they would not talk

that shocked the world -with its
the media—said the panel made

grainy images of a prone, seeming- v*
e onl7 decision it could have,

ly defenseless Rodney G. King £ased oh the evidencepresented.
being clubbed by Los Angeles ^here was no wavering; it was not
police officers—didn't matter. $ close call.

. ,

'

Instead, it was what King did ^ur
,^

bebeved that if King
before the camera started rolling £ad comPlied witb orders from the

!
that prompted a jury of six men and £? 1(

?

e tr*ed *° arres^ Wm,

six women to.return verdicts of not*?'
b
^
atmg would never have oc-

;
in the ' celebrated trial of

cu
£?

d * ’

, .

Officers Laurence M. Powell refused to get out of the
< Theodore J. Briseno, Timothy e! |

ar’ said tb« juror, who asked not

, Wind and their sergeant, Stacey C.
be named *

“

His two companions

Koon. . .
out of the car and complied

with all the orders and he just
Continued to fight. So 4he Police
pepartment had no alternative. He
Jvas obviously a dangerous person,

]
passive size and threatening ac-
tions. . . . Mrv King was control-
ling the whole show with his
actions.” .

The prosecution's decision not to
$ut King on -the witness stand may
have hurt its case, the juror said,

because King was not able to
.explain his actions:

k "I wonder, could he have been a
• ,help to' the case’ Maybe he could

have offered us some insight as to
;what his thinking was.”

o The juror said that the panel
/ound the officers' testimony cred-
ible. Jurors did not believe Tace
was a factor in the beating—if it

had been, .the juror , said,
,
King's •

;
By SHERYL STOLBERG

. T1MES-STAFF WRITER
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From the Jurors r ^ \

W e, the jury in the case of the People vs. Powell etal., would

like to make three things known. First, wewoufd like to .

thank everyone involved for trying to make this whole j
experience for us as easy as possible. Second, we would like to ask all

members of the media or anyone else who would want to contact us

about this case, please do not. If we want to speak about it we will do

* so in our own time and in our own way. Finally,- we would like to say

that this experience has been an extremely difficult and stressful

one, one which we have all agonized over a great deal. We feel we
have done the bestjob we possibly could have done.

.

companions would have been beat-

en. Jurors also felt that the officer^

acted within the scope of LAPD.
regulations, and that the injuries to •

King's head occurred as he fell to

the ground, not—as the prosecu- -

tion asserted—from the beating he
received.

.

,
As for the officers, the juror said, -

they were justifiably in fear as they

jattempted to arrest King.
r

, “They're policemen, they're hot

angels," the juror said. “They're

out there to do a low-down dirty

job. Would you want your husband

doing it, dr your son or your

father?"

For the jurors, the deliberations

were exhausting. The panel—none
of them black—had been thrown -

together in their task after a pains-

taking, monthlong process of jury

selection in which 248 other Ven-
tura County residents were eliiiii-

vnated. .

;

They represented all corners 61

society—a cable splicer, a bank
clerk, a retired real estate broker.'

(A phone company technician, a
^

computer analyst, a housekeeper."

A retired naval aviator, a park v

ranger, a college groundskeeper. A.;,

program manager, a retired merited'

health worker, a nurse. Through^
out the trial, their identities had ^

been a closely guarded secret, and!

upon its dramatic conclusion, they

fought hard to keep it that way.

Although it had been reported

that the jury concluded its deliber-

• ations Friday-on allcounts except

the one that resulted in a mistrial,

’ this juror said that was not the

case. In fact, the final straw votes

oft all the counts were takent

Wednesday. The jury spent “long!
,

’ and' tedious hours" going over

evidence in the case, looking at the;

videotape over and over, some-

times slowing it down so that it

-- could be viewed frame by frame.

Count by count, the jurors exam-
•- iried the testimony and tried to

“ reach conclusions. The discussion

• - was emotional, but not volatile.

The first straw vote came at the

\ end of the second day of delibera-
‘ tions, and there were pountless

^ straw votes after that.

„ -After all the facts had been

reviewed, the only bitter debate
*> revolved around a charge of as-

r sault under' color of 'authority

. against Powell. On that count, the

/jury .split 8 to 4 and the judge

declared a mistrial. The four who
voted for conviction believed that

;
Powell should have stopped strik-

- ' ing King sooner, according to the

JUr0r*
h i ’ip.v l .

—

But on alTthe other cdunts, the

jurors unanimously agreed that the

officers did what they had to do to

control King. v ‘

,

“Based upon the testimony, the

evidence, the information that was

provided to us, [the officers' ac-

tions were] well within the scope of

the Los Angeles Police Academy

training," the juror said., “They

used everything that they had at

their availability.”

While the jurors found the police

officers' testimony to be by and

large credible, this juror said that

the panel’did not believe the com-

ments of Briseno—who tried to

distance himself from the other
[ officers by saying the beating was

wrong. Instead, Briseno j was
' viewed as having turned against

» the other officers in an attempt to

! get himself acquitted.
•

J “In the main, in the mostpart
”

l
; the juror said, “I feel that the

»
j

officers were quite credible. When
1 they were talking about the inci-

dent, and talking to us about what
‘ actually happened that night, you
1 could see fear and you could see

the stress of the whole situation. It

- had to be a very painful situation,

5 very painful.”
1 As the juror spoke, rioters were
!

* tearing up the streets of Los An-
s geles in response to the verdict the

“ panel had issued hours earlier. But
s the possibility that there might be

a' violent response to their decision

6 did not—and could not—enter into

e the discussions, the juror said.

“That was not something that

y
rwe would allow to go through our

e minds, simply because it could not
e be part of our equation. It was not
0 part of , the testimony, it was not
1 part of the trial, Had we been
- .thinking about that, we could have
e thought of the officers' careers, and

jwe couldn't think of that either."
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JUStlCe 1H Court But the call for restraint should Ee'a

: __ * m~ call that silences us. The most important*

ilnPQtl 1 |V^pQ \\ changes, those in the operation and struc-

v IVlvClll lure of our city’s police force, still must be

? # # made. If anything, the verdict should spark

q 1 Tiiofipp * a faster, more deliberate pace. Historic

ijUvlCll I llOllvv changes have already begun in our city.

|

**
:
The Christopher Commission issued its

? - , report on police practices, Chief Daryl
The LAPD acquittals don t

; Gates is on his way out, his successor has

'change the brutal facts. We, the wmm _

.

people, must change. ‘Did a jury drawn from Ventura

The verdict in the Rodney King beating County accurately reflect What
case leaves us with one question: is

• people in Los Angeles consider
there justice? The 17-minute tape of a .

r
1La,AB,Ku.7a„H

swarm of white Los Angeles police officers
;

reasonable and JUSt?
beating the African-American motorist wmm
left few viewers in doubt that the officers . , . A , . „ .

were guilty of criminal assault Yet, after a chosen and Charter Amendment P is

„ 3 before the voters. It was the event—the

‘Did a jury drawn from Ventura

County accurately reflect what
people in Los Angeles consider

“reasonable” and just?’
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verdict, that will change Los Angeles.How can this happen. It happened
, ™ criminal-iustice svstem will also not — ~ . *

because the criminal-justice system is
™e

e™attt dA fe aTest of the this trial, are not bad procedures. But they
neither designed to be nor functions as a ? amone whom it takes place If in can lead t0 skewed results—results based
forum for expressing community will. We

j^
p

f ^ community the verdict is
on skewed attitudes and perceptions,

have seen John Delorean kiss cocaine and ^ ^ verdict shows, the greatest

!f tTS IS'bf
l

ro

C
un7not°SiS

e
bv system cannot protect those it is often in

: W?™ does not lie with an institution. It is

dent Reagan and:be found not.gurtfc’_by
the position of prosecuting, there wfll be a us. H we judge -people of color

reason of msamty, Los Angeles grocer ,. tOPP_examjnethenrocess differently than we judge people m blue.

Soon Ja Du commit voluntarymmiB^ r What is this examination likely to show? :
we “the people” are at fault. If we allow

ter and receive probation. In all of these ...
. watched the trial would comnli- > brutal force to be reasonable" because of

cases, public sentiment was far different A1^ judge Stanley Weisberg for thefcb !
violence our officers face daily, we the

from the verdict.
_

j:j iurist The urosecution and people are at fault.

The criminal-justice system is not a
defense also were iiroficient The criminal-justice system will not

vehicle for social or political change. It is a — olltrome turned on three kev cir- change those ills in our society that led to

low, antiseptic pryss by which 12 mm- FlSTth” Se Ling • U» In the Rodney King beating

this trial, are not bad procedures. But they
can lead to skewed results—results based

from the verdict.

The criminal-justice system is not a

vehicle for social or political change. It is a

slow, antiseptic process by which 12 mem-

people are at fault.

The criminal-justice system will not

change those ills in our society that led to

the verdict in the Rodney King beating

bCTs of society
charged with criminal conduct were police

,

case. We the people mustchange.
individual

3
s

^rp «JnttiiPtrial
officers. They are extremely sympathetic

.

precaution is taken to ensure that the tn^
defendants cloak^ & / cial

environment does not become a street^ Qf respectability. Theym our •*„-
deb

£
te
n n« i?]it?na

f

ir0Tnvprt nm tectors,” doing tasks that others cannot or
as the Rodney King beatmg, are move t^ do jt is scary t0 tbjnk that those
of the very community they most Arectiy

whoprotectuscanal/ohurtus.

unpact. The trial process mefully screens
^ was m£)ved q{^

for jurors who will be able to ser^e the
Angdes to gimi Valleyi in Ventura County.

system of justice. The trad is a bat f w pretend that our system of justice is
wrts between attorneys, n^ a public forum

CQlJbUM R js not The composition of a
for debate. Rules of

^
e^dence

i
gt

• j^y can make a vast difference in the
Assumptions are challenged. Reason le

outcome 0£ a case jn making decisions of.

force becomes at^ ajmato ..
reasonableness>

..
our criminal-justice sys-

of common sense. In tins envrronm , a
tem does rely Qn a community standard,

jury can “ .^
e ®

thf Did a jury drawn from Ventura County
beating

accurately reflect what people in Los
perpetrator and toe perpete^or the v*

• Angeles consider “reasonable” and just?

•«
1Ve

n f*
16 V

f
rdl

t

t’ C
j
I

f
I

?
Un

n«0 9 pati Finally, the jury was given an all-orr
will can for resixaint and tolerance-a cah

nothing^ecisioi. fhe lawyers decided not
toat undoubtedly is easier to make froin

to ask
s
for jury instructionS on the lesser

Simi V&Uey than mner-ci^l^^,^ g & inciuded crimes. The jurors were asked to
And it is the nght call. No rea ^ , c

decide wbo was tbe criminal—Rodney
matter how fcrceful. will 8 6

King or the police officers. . ,
'

verdicts that acquitted toe four officers. 6 —_ . I i.\ /An rtrtt // r,

'
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TheJury
Saw All of

the Evidence
f
*

System overcame political

I hysteria and media hype.

t Clipping in Space Below)

But it would take a year Before the

second trial would begin, the real trial, the

trial by jury. The trial that took place in a
' Superior Court in Simi Valley was not

limited to a single piece of evidence' as

captured by an amateur cameraman. Rath-
er, in this trial, no fewer than 56 witnesses

were called to the stand. Reams of Evi-

dence were presented by both sides.

Experts and fellow police officers testi-

fied, and three of the four defendants ’told

O n Wednesday, the city of Los Angeles
stood silent as the jury in the Rodney

King trial handed down not-guiity ver-

dicts. These verdicts, which are sure to

inflame the passions of the city, raise many
important questions. Was this decision by a

jury without a single black juror in Simi

Valley simply another sign of deep-seated

racial animosity, a darkening of the cloud

that has hung over the city for more than a

year? Or is there a reason to commend the

judicial process?-

Beyond the deafening clamor that is

certain to come from virtually every

political corner, the verdicts tell a story of

a criminal justice system that is function-

ing adequately in the face of a changing

society, a society in which television is

; increasingly becoming the ultimate and
exclusive focus. These verdicts show how,
when pushed, the criminal justice system
can successfully perform a critical task: It

can seal the courtroom from the pervasive

effects of political hysteria and media hype
so that justice can be administered.

; On March 5, 1991, two days after Rodney
King was beaten by members of the Los

Angeles Police Department, the unofficial

trial of the department began, the trial by

,

media. It was on that day that George

.

Holliday's startling video was first aired,

depicting a seemingly helpless man being

beaten by several of L.A/s finest, while a

larger crowd of officers looked on. From
that day forward, the grainy video would
be etched into the collective mind of the

public.

Within a day and a half of Holliday's

video hitting the airwaves, the first verdict
' was in: The armchair jurors in virtually

every American home equipped with a

television had found the officers guilty. A
few days later the second verdict was
handed down: the man on top, Police Chief

Daryl Gates, was also found guilty in the

media trial, guilty of creating the environ-

ment that would permit and foster such

atrocities. -

‘The verdicts tell a story of a

criminal justice system that is

functioning adequately in the

face of a changing sociiety.’

their account of the events for the first

time. And when the video was introduced

as evidence, it was analyzed frame-by-
frame, with a focus on the actions and
participation of each defendant. '

Then, on Wednesday afternoon, the

verdict was in: with the exception of a

single charge against Officer Lawrence
Powell upon which a mistrial was declared,

‘the jury of six men and six women Jfound all

four officers not guilty, on ever;/ count.

Why did the jury not see what we the

public saw so clearly night after might on

the evening news?
The answer is that the jury 'was not

subject to the same disadvantages that

colored the perspective of the public. For
the jury, the videotape was one of many
pieces of evidence to evaluate and weigh in

a complex case. For the public, the video-

tape was the sole piece of evidence.

But the videotape alone could not re-

solve all of the legal issues in the case, the

critical issues, of authority, particijpation,

training, procedure, perception and credi-

bility.' And the media was unable to

communicate these issues from the <court-

room to the living room, especially where
the viewers clearly had preconceived no-

tions of the facts of the case.

The disparity between the verdict iin the

media trial and the verdict in the jury trial

should not be a surprise. This is not the

(
first time we have witnessed the media's

inability to adequately cover the legal

Issues. The difference between the public's

reaction and the jury's verdict in the

McMartin child molestation'trial is a caise in

iPoint.
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In the King case, the disparity betw een
what the public saw on television and w rhat
the jury saw in the courtroom will un-

; doubtedly further inflame the political £ind
social tensions that are smoldering jiust

below the city's surface.

But the jury’s verdict might also give us
some confidence in our criminal justice
system. It shows a criminal.justice system
that is capable of sifting through complex
facts and issues and insulating itself from
the deafening roar of the masses, so as to -

deliver the due process guaranteed in the-
Constitution, a task for which the media is

ill-equipped.

FBt/DOJ
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Dashing the Possibility

ofTrust
Until there are great

changes in the LAPD,
people of color can

hardly tell their children

that police are friends.

By KAREN GRIGSBY BATES
"

k rowing up in the 1950s, most

j elementary school children of all

races were taught to respect au-
thority, to salute the flag when it was
presented to us, and to always know that

if we found ourselves in trouble, if there

was an emergency, “the policeman is

your friend.”

Policemen, in the ’50s, at least in my
Connecticut hometown, were presented

as benign, avuncular figures; they were
guys who shepherded lost dogs home,
patted little kids on the head and
cheerfully told you which way to go to

get to the public library.

I don't know many black people who
stop policemen and ask for directions

anymore. Mostly they give a wide berth,

and, after yesterday’s verdict in the

Rodney King trial, that berth will get
^ wider still.

• I watched the verdict come in as I

bounced my 8-month-old son on my
knee. My mouth tightened in grim
disbelief as verdict after “not guilty”

verdict from a jury with no African-A-
mericans came back. My mind’s eye
flashed back to tales of trials in the
segregated Deep South, trials where—
when they occurred at all—smirking
white defendants who had assaulted or

• killed black people walked away, ac-

- quitted by a jury of what was indeed

their peers.

; Listening to the television’s drone,

one part of me grunted in resignation-

same ol* same ol’—and the other part

just couldn’t grasp it. The verdicts defied

logic. Had not the jury seen the same
tape I did, the one that showed the

• officers in question pounding away at

Rodney KfngT Tl^ *

read—and dismissed—the
computer transcripts describ-

ing we black people as ani-

mals (specifically gorillas)?:

Could they ignore the testi- 1

mony of emergency room
personnel about one officer’s ;

menacing jocularity as King!

lay bleeding from the injuries
‘

administered by the same of-

ficer? Obviously, they could and did. So I

learned some things from the King trial:
.

—Southern California needn’t be so
;

smug about how far it’s come in race,

relations. Simi Valley is thousands ofc

physical miles away from Johannesburg.;

But some similarities are disturb-!

‘There’s a considerable

distance between collaring

criminals and the practice of

harassing citizens because

they happen to be black and

male and thus automatically

suspect.'

ingly familiar, and the suburban hostili-

ty directed toward Los Angeles, with its

multiracial population and its urban-

challenges, would look right at home on
“World News Tonight.”

—The policeman, at least .for the

moment, is not my friend. Many people

feel the Simi Valley jury’s verdict has

handed the LAPD an open season, a
license to hunt its minority citizenry.

African-Americans and Latinos felt be-

leaguered enough by the .police before

Rodney King. It doesn’t take a rocket

scientist to envision a worst-case see-

;

nario: angry young men of color who
will do anything to keep from being

stopped because they don’t want to turn

into another notch on some cop’s baton.

As I write this,' elected officials, civic

leaders and, yes, the police department
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are preparing for what they fear may be
massive urban unrest. Isolated incidents

of violent anger were already occurring.

But I hope that, for the most part, the

anger from the King trial can be chan-

neled into specific actions. Instead of

trashing pur own neighborhoods from a

feeling of hopeless impotence, we should

take stock of our numbers, coalesce with

other minority groups and work for a

little home improvement!
—Vote for Charter Amendment F,

which provides specific recommenda-
tions for police reform, on June 2.

—Lobby to further change the city :

charter so that residence in the city is

.

mandatory for LAPD officers. It’s easy .

to wreak havoc in one neighborhood and

.

drive several miles away to live in =

another. Perhaps if they were truly local !

residents, LAPD officers who aren't now
living in the city would understand it in

*

•a different, better way.
I'm well aware that the job of policing

'

a city as huge and as diverse as Los

.

Angeles is gigantic,* that the advent of

.drug-related violence and crime has*

increased exponentially and that the

police are the first vanguard against it.

Often their lives are on the line.

But there's a considerable distance,

between collaring criminals and the

practice of harassing citizens because

.

they happen to be black and male and

thus automatically suspect. I hope, when
he's sworn in, that Willie L. Williams

will get the support and cooperation he

needs, so that the tension between much
of the LAPD and Los Angeles' minority

.communities will lessen. I hope he
makes enough progress that, by the time

my 8-month-old is ready to go to school,

I can tell him what my parents told me:

If something happens, if there’s an

emergency, find a policeman. That po-

liceman (or, today, woman) is your

friend. Till that day comes, especially

considering Wednesday's verdict, I can't

say a thing.
. ,
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Vandals Smash Glass, Ransack

Some Offices in Times Building
The Los Angeles Times building

was among several downtown
structures damaged by rampaging
vandals Wednesday night, several

fhours after verdicts in the King
case.

Most employees on the ground
level of the historic structure at 1st

and Spring streets had gone home
\by the time of the 9 p.m. attack.

i.Two employees were evacuated
I'ifrom the first floor, but dozens of

reporters and editors continued to

*
work in the third-floor newsroom.

i .No one was injured.

Executive Editor Shelby Coffey

i
III estimated that damage to the.

;

building would run into the tens of

^ thousands of dollars.

b The vandals were part of a
;*prowd of about 200 that had first

formed in front of- Parker Center,
the police headquarters, two blocks
Ejaway. After being repelled by po-

lice there, the crowd surged
through downtown, smashing win-
dows, setting trees afire and up-
rooting newsstands. '

In front of the Times, several
young men threw newsstands into

plate-glass windows, shattering 17
in all. The missiles 4eft broken
glass and equipment around -the

offices of the Los Angeles Times
Magazine, which occupies much of

the first floor.

The mob then ransacked the
* offices of Times Special Events,
which organizes promotional and
charitable events for the newspa-
per. '

. -
-

The crowd left the Times build-
- ing within 10 minutes and went on
to vandalize other downtown
buildings. But marauders returned
an hour later and pelted windows
with more debris.

—JAMES RAINEY
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Times Switchboard
i Shortly after verdicts were read in the Rodney G. King beating
*
trial, callers from across the country flooded the Los Angeles

t Times switchboard—most with angry comments on the outcome.

The calls came from as far away as Michigan, Idaho and Texas, and

'from local residents in Compton, the San Fernando Valley and

Orange County. k
:

£ -

. Most asked that their names not be used. Here is a sampling:

A caller from Hayden Lake, Ida., said: “l am awhile,

.

middle-class Mormon woman and I am totally,outraged.at the

verdict on the Rodney King beating”
'

Irene Shandell, a federal worker from Compton, said that her

23-year-o!d daughter cried when she heard the verdict and that her

|

two other teen-agers were angry. “I think it was an outrage. What
‘ they are doing is inciting a riot. In your wildest dreams, you never
l;would have thought they would come back with this verdict. Now
?

I fear formy children and formy community ” ‘

A caller who agreed with the verdict congratulated the officers.

“I believe they were absolutely right. I saw the tape and I felt they

were wrong. But I watched the trial from Day 1 and certainly

learned a lot of things that were not presented in the tape.”

Vivian Pennington of Albuquerque, N.M., said she and her

husband were stunned. “We are totally outraged that those officers

could be found not guilty in the face of all of that evidence. What *

does it take in Los Angeles to get a guilty verdict? I'm just

outraged and angry.”

a realty agent from San Jose said: “I think it’s shocking. I'm

concerned for my fellow Californians who live in the Los Angeles

.area who are subject to this kind of behavior by the police.”

A teacher from Flint, Mich., warned that the verdict could lead

to racial friction. “It is obvious that these policemen brutally beat

jthis man and there is no reason to brutally beat a citizen

anywhere. . . . I think we have set ourselves up for civil war all,

over again.”
'

. * A caller who lauded the verdict blamed the prosecution of the

'officers on Mayor Tom Bradley. “He was using these policemen for

his own political gain to take over the Police Department
t

.

himself. . . . I am completely outraged.”

. a A Petaluma woman said that “as a white person, I am -

extremely upset. I am outraged, disgusted, saddened about the fact

that this is happeningm America. It's unspeakable.”

a A woman caller said the verdict vindicated the officers: “I think

these policeman already served a lot of punishment and time, so I

prayed and prayed and lit candles at Mass all the way to the end,

and I'm grateful it ended that way.”

a A caller from Maine said: “I don't know how anybody can look

vat this and not have something to say about this. Thewhole

:country is up in arms about this [verdict].”

a Harley Spoon of Waco, Tex. said he was embarrassed and

shocked: “I think it's going to make [police] think they have a

license to bump people upside the head with billy clubs. I've lived

..through that kind of stuff in my part of the country. We're ahead

'of that now. I'm kind of disappointed in Los Angeles justice.”
’
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LosAngelesPolicemen

Acquitted in TapedBeatingj

Blacks Raising Charge

ofRacism as Storm

ofAnger Results
.

BySETHMYDANS
Special to The New York Times

-SIMI VALLEY, Calif.,- April 29 —
Four- Los Angeles police officers were
acquitted of assault today in the video-

taped beating of a black motorist that

stunned the nation. The verdict imme-
•diately touched off a storm of anger in

The city.

After hearing seven weeks of de-

tailed testimony and studying the 81-

isecond amateur videotape of the beat-

ing, the jury concluded that the police-

men, all of whom are white, had not

broken any laws when they clubbed

and kicked the mostly prone motorist,

Rodney G. King.

it was deadlocked on one of the 11

^charges, and the prosecution said it

imight seek a new trial on that charge,

vWhich affected only one defendant. -

* ITThe beating last Spring, with its

Ikit^s and its 56 baton swings, was
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shown over and over on television. It

immediately became one of the most! (Indexing:

visible use of force by police in this

country’s history and put the issue of

police brutality on the national agenda,

Immediately after the verdict, an

unusually impassioned Mayor Tom
Bradley of Los Angeles appeared on

television to appeal for calm in a city

where the videotape has come to sym-

bolize complaints about police brutal-

ity, racism and street violence. -

’The four men^ereambng-two dozen

-

Community leaders expressed out-
0ffjcers whowere present shortly after

rage that what had seemed on the -j ‘.1.. on March 3 1991 when Mr.
videotape to be a clear-cut instance of

j5«»mmwh.w“B“£ISifiS
The absence

'

picked from
Country near Los Angeles^ after a[

change of venue to avoid pre-trial pub-J

licity, was used to enforce their allega-[

lions of racism,

The prosecutor, Deputy District At-|

torney Terry White, said the verdict

“sends out a .message that whatever

you saw on. that tape was reasonable

conduct/! _ _

A Quick Decision

INDEXED^
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may 05 1992

FBI — UPS ANGELES
b6
b7C

of blacks on the jury, thrown into an ambulance and sent to a

mostly white Ventura, hospital with multiple cuts and frac-

Itures. Mr. King was never charged in

|
connection with the traffic stop.

The charges against the policemen

included assault with a deadly weapon,

excessive use of force as a police offi-

cer, filing a false report and acting as

an accessory after the fact.

.
Jurors said they were deadlocked on

|

a charge against Officer Powell of use

i of excessive force. Mr. White said his

Jurors said it had taken only a day to office wouid seek a new trial on that
reach their acquittals on the main charge, but prosecutors said later that

charges against Sgt. Stacey C. Koon, 41 they would reassess their plans. A
years old; Officers Laurence M. Pow- hearing was set for May 15'.

ell, 29, and Theodore J. Briseno, 39 ;
and Jurors refused to be interviewed by

iformer Officer Timothy E. Wind, 31. reporters, issuing a brief statement

The three officers have been suspend- that gave no indication of the basis on

ed without pay since the beating; Mr. wh
.

icll[ theV reached their verdic .

Wind, a rookie without tenure was i

Ofnot guilt

d
yi uf/defrad-

dismissed from the Police Depart- .^1 sat motionless and expressionless,

. as they have throughout most of the

j
trial. Then they rose and embraced

[taeir lawyers. .

FBI/DOJ



" What Race Are You?’

Loud arguments broke out between

whites and blacks outside the court-

house.
“What race are you?” a black man

shouted.

A white man yelled back, “I’m an

American!” ' / -

The black man then shouted, “We*re

not judged as Americans!” ^
; Stones were thrown at Officer Pow-

ell as he left the courthouse', said Sgt,

Dick Southwick of the Ventura County

Sherrif’s Department.Angry groups o£
shouting spectators /also confronted

Mr. Wind and Sergeant Koon as.they,

left the building.

,
In south-central Los Angeles a crowd

gathered, blocking traffic at an inter-,

.section, pulling a driver out of his truck,

jand beating him. Part of the crowd

’then looted a liquor store. There were

isolated incidents of stone- and bottle-,

throwing.
t ^

The jury's verdicts flew in the face of

'the verdict of public opinion,* which

lover the past year has condemned the

-.videotaped beating as police brutality

jin its rawest form. President Bush said

‘the videotape sickened him, and police

j
departments in other cities played it

;for their officers as a cautionary les*

Ison.

i But many civil rights-groups and
5black community leaders saicr^Mr.

]
King’s beating was unusual only in that

j
it had been captured on videotape.

: The tape became a symbol of what

many critics see as a chasm between

.police officers and the communities

.they protect, of racial bias in law en-

forcement and of the bunker mentality

1 of some police departments,

i Review Is Ordered

1 As a result of the publicity, United

’-States Attorney General Dick Thom-
‘ burgh ordered a review of police-bru-

Itality complaints around the nation. An
'independent commission headed by

I Warren M, Christopher, a Deputy Sec-

retary of State in the Carter Admin-

istration, recommended broad changes

in the Los Angeles Police Department.

Under intense pressure. Chief Daryl

F. Gates announced he would resign his

tenured position, and although he has

continued to hold onto office, his re-

placement, Willie L. Williams, the Phil-

adelphia Police Commissioner, was an-,

nounced this month.
.

The videotape was the central piece

of evidence at the trial. As defense

laWyejsbought explanations for this or

thaLbaton swing or kick, the prosecu-

tor urged.jurors simply to watch the

tape and to believe^ieir eyes.

Arguing that Mr. King was making

potentially threatening movements as

he rolled on the ground under the

blows, the defense brought experts in

police procedures to testify about the

propriety of the actions on the tape.

“If reasonable police minds could

differ over the propriety of the use of

force on March 3, 1991, then I suggest

to you there is no proof beyond a rea-

sonable doubt” that the beating was a

criminal assault, argued Michael P.

Stone, the lawyer for Officer Powell.

Mr. White, who presented his own
expert to testify that the beating was



unjustified, countered" that at some
point each juror would find himself

saying, “Enough is enough.”

; “Once you decide reasonable force

ends, you have assault” Mr. White

said. “You have a violation and assault

with a deadly weapon.”
In their closing arguments, the law-

yers focused on an issue at the heart of

the controversy over the Los Angeles

Police Department, what Mr. Christo-

pher described as its “siege mental-

ity.”

Thin Blue Line’

Addressing the jury, 10 of whose

members were white, 1 Asian and 1

^Hispanic, defense lawyers referred re-

.
peatedly to the “thin blue line,” to the

I role of a police force in protecting

society from “the likes of Rodney-

King.”
“This unpleasant incident is what we

have police for,” said Paul dePasquale,

the lawyer for Mr. Wind. “The circum-

stances here were consistent with the

job The man was hired to do. He was

pajSof the line between society and

cheB”

" The videotape was shown repeatedly 1

during the trial at slow, super-slow and

normal speeds, with the roar of a police :

helicopter, the muffled shouts of the

police and the occasional crack of a

baton blow filling the courtroom. \

In what seemed an effort;to desensi-

tize the jury to the violence, defense

lawyers sometimes paced back and

forth swinging a heavy metal police

baton. They displayed large color pho-

tographs of the battered and swollen

face of Mr.- King and pointed to the

locations of His fractures on a lighted

model of a skull!
:

Mr. King did not appear as a witness.

His lawyer, Steven Lerman, isaid Mr.

King has been confused and frightened

since the beating and has problems

with short-term memory. * ' *

The defenddnts sat quietly through-

out the trial, -wearing well-tailored,

suits and with neat haircuts.
1

\ .

Sergeant Koon, a 14-year veteran, is

not shown on the tape hitting Mr. King

but was being held responsible for the

actions of the men under his command.
;

He faced a maximum sentenced four

years, eight months on chargesj of as-

sault with' a deadly;weapon, using ex-

i cessive force as a police officer, filing a

i false report and being an accessory

1 after the fact.

!i He testified that Mr. King s erratic

land uncooperative behavior after the

traffic stop made it necessary -to use

j force. i *Sometimes-police work Is bru-

I'tal. That's just a lact-of ’life;
?,
4}ie said on

; the witness stand.

, officer Powell is shown on die tape'

' delivering most of the batonblows and

.was described by prosecutors as mak-

l ing racial slurs and laughing about the

I beating. He faced .seven years and

;
eight months on charges of assault,

1 using excessive force as a police oifi-

: Cer and filing a false report. He was

also the subject of two special allega-

tions of causing great bodily injury.

“You don't see an example of uncon-

trolled police brutality,” said Mr.

Stone, Officer Powell’s lawyer. “It's

not there. You see a controlled applica-

tion of baton strikes for the’ very obvi-

ous reason of getting this man into

leustody” • '

;
Mr. Wind, the -rookie who was in

draining with Officer Powell, is shown

^delivering about 15 baton blows and

*several kicks. He faced a possible total

iof seven years on the same charges as

i'Officer Powell, except for the charge of

Tiling a. false report * ^





Associated Press

Threedefendants in the Rodney King beating trial celebrating in court in Simi Valley, Calif.,.yesterday after

’their 'acquittals. Rrom the left were Timothy E. Wmd,Lauren,ce M. PpweUimd Stacey C. Koonu
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The Charges and the Verdicts
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_
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l
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j; =weapon‘ .«' '•
•
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^•officer.

f’Fifing'a false':''
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. Maximum "

I'

^ .aentence;;',

•‘I..-- 4 years,

X-WMte'.#
'

fine - /

. 1 year/ : *
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ItHe Rodney King Case

3 Rodney G. King, ablack 7\

;

jmotqrist,Js beaten and kicked,

jby white Los Angeles police , ,

jpfficers, while a resident ofa * ;/

[nearby apartment building' ^

Sideotapeslhe incident^?;

i%4 A;Lo$ Ahgeles County;^ >

^randjuryindicts Sgt.Stacey_

^."fCoon and Officers Laurence

|M. Powell, Theodore j,
;
Briseno

|andfimothy E. Wind/They v

iplead not guilty 12 days later. V

:

Jupited States Attorney General

Ipickjhorhburgh orders a ; ^

preview of brutality complaints 7 ;

lagainstthe Los AngeiesPplice

department over the past six

|years.,the studylslater ; ^
*

(

^expanded to cover, the nation/;

thirteen ^months later, the •

"
,

v

findings have yet to be V
released. ' -‘v ^

*’

^J-iriVesponse tbthebeating,' s

LMayorTom Bradley appoints a .

Commission, headed by former

.

deputy Secretary pf State*,

.

;//;

^Warren Christopher ;tp :

investigate the;police / «: }

;

/
^department: 7

v;
' / ;

!

P? Mayor Bradley calls oh/Chief
|Gates to step down;

;
.

>'
- 7 />. ,

7*

,

The Police Commission,
|whose members are appointed
^by the Mayor, susperidsphief \

‘ Cates with pay for 60 days: . „

bFive days later, a judge :

;
- -

;reinstatesChief Gates, while

Ithepase Is'hearcUhodurt. > ;/

v 7 ChiefGates dismisses

GtiicerV^ind, a rookie who did..

liSergeaptKoon andOfficers; *;

- 'Pow^ltan&Briseno without p'ay

'

*,1^5 L**7 ^ ' ;/' .v .v

i-8 Mr. Wrig andJiis Wife, .• /

MGrysta!,;ffl0:^R©dera1rciV'il
:

rightS'

^lawsurt-against the cfty. .
• ,

.•{4.0 ^.e graria:jU!y:aAhouriceg

;
that it -willnot'^

rnSpbliMofficerswho.were/,£

]

'^{by^^derg'^the beating-Jl^
fppiice department later,

j punishes 10 ofthbnft: •;{>•»-•
'*

-h - ^ ;

i

x;*'V v«o
13 yudge:.Ronatd3<3hjg1ah'pf 1

; Los Angeles CountySdRsrip'^ j
*JCdurt 'voids the suspension of-'.

'Chief Gaies.\^e'fqufpdliPe P„

. :p!ace,him’.6o,leave teslghi% < Z-;

J 28, Mr;King,fouhd,in.ia,pari<ed

i car with a transvestite ; .
-

.

' 5
. .j&!^sOtuW;iines-jtp-tde

!tpiaiA,clo,thes officer ahdls’;.^ vC
• .accused of, trying to run him . t

;

- pte'r. •'Jtyo morith84a^Fr
- -

!

V >; ;

t
rosecutofs decide not.tp-file

;

:

;-

..hafgek \

1 9 The ChristdpHerCph1'm|s^dp',

:
•releases

'
•

,fecomrn.enda^brtihdfC.t3ief
£

'.

.Gates-.retire,'and a range-of-

.

proposals fqr changes in^e ?

;

,;conciudes;fliat the department ..

: Stiffens fro.mi,'a;“.siege ni.en,taliiy*^

-arid thata rfiatiyely sn\gi|;
; . v

1

,;,

Inumber cfofiicers aMQiiht.fo'r^

|biqe v:r-?

!22 Chief Gates bnhounces he
;

{willretire in Aprili992.He later

,

giints that-fi©=mjg)it stay;jbrt

,

trough ,Jpn,epr;Juiy^'J992,

;-,23 The State Second District :

.

fCourt of Appeal grants a'?% -f~'{

0 Appeal fenibyes judgb- >
;

|;3erhaird Karnins frbni the';

1
j,beaSng ;qasp, citing iirl^rqper,;^

:•private cqmrhuhicatibnbetwden^

I $iqjridge and.pfbsecu'tdre. a’? JX

• ICouncilApproves

i
peasure fcqotainihg maii^Bf

;
jtlieChristopher, Commission' ':Ji

\

rrecqmhiendafiqns,= iriciuljpg--.

^gfeaterciviliancontrqlodhe

police department. The initiative
j

j;1p jo.go before^yotere bK.duiie
:

ii2i •: i .v.:-V; x„> '

:

'

flSln h)s,bfficial:fespcnse4q :

.%
; :^e',cprhmlssioh;s report;iGhief,^;

?Gates assente that ipost of ijha'.-V

ipfqpose'd-chahges are ‘already
1

v

-iP
Cottiers are.MhnecbSsaiy/v>

:26 JtidgejStaniey M[; .

:
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»Kamjhs, chooses heighbpring
'

;

'Veritpra-Cpun^ as the new,V
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r

:

'-c

.jurors’are white, pne:js! f!

' Hispanic and one is Aslan,
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j
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'
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Police CMef Gates:

‘No winners’ in King case
*By Maria Puente
USA TODAY

f,

Los Angeles Police Chief

. Daryl Gates almost never is at

ia loss for words. Wednesday,
he didn’t have much to say.

Not about the verdict in the

Rodney King taped-beating tri-

al. Not about King, not about
the four officers involved, not

*about the consequences of

> their stunning acquittal.

y He neither rejoiced nor com-
plained about the outcome in a
.case that tarnished his depart-

ment, sullied his reputation

,and forced his resignation.

I
“I don’t think there are any

'Winners at all. I don’t think any-

\one was vindicated,” Gates-told

/.reporters after the verdict

i
He once dismissed the video-

tape of the King beating as an
“aberration,” and defiantly de-

By Lee Celano, Reuters

WILLIAMS: Takes over as po-
lice chief this summer

fended his department and his

leadership. Wednesday, he
said he hoped the affair was
over for good.

“I hope this department can

go forward, and wherever we
have erred, whatever needs to

be corrected, will be corrected
in the future,” he said. .

The future, however, be-

longs to Philadelphia Police
iChief Willie Williams, who
takes over from Gates when he
retires this summer.

“Regardless of how we feel,

we have to accept the judicial

iprocess,” Williams said
Wednesday. “It’s a fair process,

j
We have to accept it and move
on and do what we can do to

.prevent an incident like this

from occurring again.”

The acquittal could hinder
the campaign to reform the
Los Angeles Police Depart-

ment, which has more- than
7,000 officers and tense rela-

tions with sections of the
sprawling community.
“We have to channel our an-
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ger and outrage to generate
more support” for reform, said

CityCouncilman Michael Woo,
a leading critic of Gates’ lead-

- ership. After the acquittal, Woo
said it was “one of the saddest
days in the history of the city.”

Chief for 14 years, Gates en-

joyed job protections under the
City Charter that made it all

but impossible to fire him.
But a special commission ap-

pointed by Gates and Mayor
Tom Bradley chronicled wide-

spread problems in the depart-

ment, including racism and the

use of excessive force by police

officers.

The panel proposed reforms
— to be voted on in June— to

curb police misconduct and
adopt “community based” po-

licing that encourages citizen

participation.

Bradley said the four acquit-

ted officers should be fired.

“This verdict will never
blind the world to what we saw
on that videotape,” he said.

They “don’t deserve to wear
the uniform of the LAPD ”

But Gates said the four ac-

quitted officers — one was
fired and three were suspend-.

ed — will now go through ad-

ministrative hearings to deter-

mine whether they will get

their jobs back.

At his press conference,
Gates was roused only when it

was suggested the verdict
would send a message that ex-

cessive force by police officers,

would be tolerated.

“That’s just total, complete
nonsense,” Gates snapped.
“Our officers are highly
trained. Reasonable and neces-

sary force are ingrained in

their brains.”
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[Next for injured King:

Book, movie, lawsuit
By Steve Marshall

USA TODAY

Rodney King, 26, sustained nearly

a dozen head fractures when he was
beaten on March 3, 1991, by Los An-

geles Police Department officers.

In describing his beating to district

attorney's investigators, the ex-con-

vict turned construction worker said

the first blow “was a real hard kick

from the boot It was enough to make
me feel my jawbone move. My face

got rearranged."

An eye socket and cheekbone
were shattered; he had a concussion,

knee injuries and nerve damage that

left his, face partly paralyzed.

* Married with two young children,

King moved to a secluded Los Ange-

les apartment after the incident and
almost never went out He left his

brother's wedding early last year be-

cause of headaches.

King has signed a book and movie
contract about his ordeal.

Pending: a lawsuit against the city.

In his only public statement —
three days after the videotaped beat-

ing — King said, “I was scared for

my life. So I laid down real calmly

and took it like a man.”
He was described by friends and

relatives as quiet and gentle.

King had run-ins with authorities

before and after his famous beating.

He pleaded guilty in November,

1989, to robbing a grocery store of

$200 while armed with a tire iron.

King was paroled Dec. 27, 1990,

and got a construction job. “You

Los Angeles police officers
j

could set your watch by his timeli-

ness,” said Scott Dalgleish, his boss.

“I told him when he gets well to call

us. I'd take him back in a minute."

In May 1991, after the beating,

sheriff's deputies pulled him over be-

cause of expired car registration and

later that month, undercover vice of-

ficers arrested him with a male pros-

titute dressed as a woman.

USA TODAY
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In fear of
‘AmeriKKKan
justice’
TVlC/lAtvi Outside the courthouse, 35

JL/1j3vI^|11Li 1
P*

les from^ Angeles, emo-
7 ' tional, mostly young and most-

a CAMon ly white crowds hurled insults

JCIiSfi Ol at 801116 of ae defendants as
. they filed out through a gaunt-

_1* let of police guards.

UlSDCllCT “How can you look at that
vIHpn nnrf 1110+1*7 that tT«~4i rt+ »»

•By Haya El Nasser
and Sally Ann Stewart
USA TODAY

SIMI VALLEY, Calif. - A
.
city already jarred by a video-
taped beating of a motorist was
shaken again Wednesday by a
verdict acquitting the police of-
ficers shown beating him.

“This is a modern-day lynch-
ing,” said Compton City Coun-
cilwoman Patricia Moore, who
came to hear the verdict
The courtroom was silent as

the words "not guilty" rang out
for the four defendants.

; Leanne and Lynne Powell,
sisters of defendant Laurence
;.Powell, held hands and cried.
Niles Alvino, a union contract

'negotiator, walked out after he
;
heard the first verdict Others
in the courtroom stared at
each in obvious disbelief,

' Across the nation, black
leaders likened the verdict to
days of slavery. And some said
it proved equal justice under
the law is just a fancy phrase
when it comes to black people.

“I’m reminded of the Dred
Scott decision of 1857 which
said that black people had no
rights which white people were
bound to respect,” said Joseph
Lowery, president of the South-
ern Christian Leadership Con-
ference in Atlanta. “And that’s
^whaLthisJuiy.said.” ;

Outside the courthouse, 35
miles from Los Angeles, emo-
tional, mostly young and most-

' ly white crowds hurled insults
at some of the defendants as
they filed out through a gaunt-
let of police guards.
“How can you look at that

video and justify that verdict,”
screamed Sandy Martinez, 28,
an accountant from Chino.
“There were five use-of-

force experts and even they
couldn’t agree what to do,”
Kahlil Williams, 19, responded.
Don Jones, 54, a retired Alas-

kan oil field construction work-
er, drove from Gettysburg, Pa.,
to sit in the courtroom daily.

“I would have gone with the
video because I have good eye-
sight,” said Jones, who slept in
his truck since the trial began
more two months ago. “Ray
Charles could see that video.”
Others, including Randy

Christensen, watched the'ver-
dict at home and came rushing
here with signs reading:
“AmeriKKKan Justice.”

‘The American government
is with the Klan,” he said.

Word of the stunning ver-
dicts spread through Los Ange-
les — a city that has been
:rocked by charges of racism
and bitter political infighting
since the March 3, 1991, beat-
ing of Rodney Kng.

In Altadena, where King
lives, people were not just an-
gry but afraid.

‘There’s no justice for the
black community,” said Curtis
Felton, 41. “Now that they got
the license to do it, eveiybody
is scared for their lives.”

. Ollie Jones, who is black,
said, “I’m a marked man and I

’have,been sinde Day One.
”
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Linda Johnson Phillips burst
•into tears as she heard the ver-
dicts and worried how to tell

her 12-year-old son.

“I can’t tell my son. I don’t
know the words. I want him to
•believe everyone will treat you
-equally," she said.

“I’m trying to stop crying but
I can’t,” said Harriett Mack,
the wife of John Mack, presi-

dent of the Los Angeles Urban
League, who watched the ver-
.dict alone at home. “I’m just

disgusted.... It’s sick.”

“They should have no right
to beat anyone like that —
black or white,” said Sharlene
Gayles, 21, a restaurant man-
ager. “There’s no way you can
explain to me they had a
right to do what they did.”

But the almost-all-white, six-

man, six-woman jury has spo-
ken and “this city just became
in an instant far more polar-
ized than any of us could ever
have dreamed about,” says tri-

al commentator Cynthia
McClain-HilL

Local leaders moved quickly
to try to soothe raw emotions
and suppress violent rioting

More than 2,000 people
jammed the First African
Methodist Episcopal Church

—

the city’s oldest black church
— for a rally planned days ago
in anticipation of the verdict
Church and civil rights lead-

ers urged parishioners to stay
calm and channel their ener-
gies into pushing for police re-

form and to show their anger
at the voting booth.

A reform proposal, which

would giverxneTnayor-appoint-'

ed Police Commission more,
'control over the LAPD and
limit the term of the police

(Chief, is on the June 2 ballot
. The verdicts reverberated
:throughout the country.

|

“We will not roll over this

.time,” declared Mary Collins,

jpresident of the Rialto/Fon-.

tana, Calif., branch of the
NAACP. “Not any more.”

“I’m deeply disappoint-

ed,” said Rep. John Conyers,
Jr., D-Mich. “This decision will

'cause so many people to lose

faith in the judicial system. It

says (to blacks), Tour rights

can be trampled on.’
”

In Chicago, black activist

jLu Palmer said he feared the
.worst “this may blow over,

but you can only take so much,
and then you explode. This
may be the. point”

And in New York, Mayor
David Dinkins said, “Notwith-
standing today’s verdict what
happened on a California high-

way late one night to Rodney
King ought not to happen to

anyone, anywhere, anytime.” .

Contributing: Jonathan T. Lo-
vitt, Melanie Neff, Mim Hall,

Carol J. Castaneda, Gary
Fields, Bruce Frankel, Kevin
Johnson, John Larrabee, Debo-
tahJSbQtSiJpm Watson.
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As verdict stirs rage, King

beating must spur reform

the Los Angeles police-brutality

case verdict will challenge the

whole city — including the police.

The terse verdict a California jury

slapped down Wednesday is incompre-

hensible to many:

|
Four white Los Angeles police officers

jwere acquitted of all but one assault

charge, which the jury couldn’t decide.

(Acquitted — even though they’d been

^videotaped clubbing and kicking black

[motorist Rodney King for 81 seconds,

f It’s almost the exact scenario that led

;to Miami’s searing Liberty City riots a

-decade ago. The challenge now is to as-

'sure there is no repeat ofthat nightmare.

No one who saw the King tape could

avoid outrage. But the case is finished. A
jury weighed the evidence and found the

police officers not guilty. The challenge

•now is to set aside the anger that verdict

revokes and fix the underlying problem

(that no jury verdict can erase.

L.A.’s independent Christopher Com-
' mission, impaneled after the King beat-

ing, found ffie city’s police department

was stained throughout by widespread

brutality and bigotry. Officers cited in

many brutality complaints were “often

rewarded” with promotions.

The way to curb such outrages: Live

by the rule of law, not the streets. Ac-

cepting the jury’s verdict is part of that

process— but it is only the beginning.

Los Angeles has a new black police

chief. He’s pledged reforms. Residents

should hold him to those promises.

And every community must ask,

“Could this happen here?”

Too often, it could. A Gannett News
Service study of 100 police-brutality

'

lawsuits found only five of 185 officers

involved were fired; 19 were promoted
— despite their communities’ being

stuck with $92 million in payments to

brutality victims.

Too often, brutality is seen as an un-

fortunatebut necessary adjunct ofcrime

fighting. This will stop only when
thoughtfiti citizens demand that no one,,

not even the police, be above the law.

USA TODAY
ARLINGTON, VA
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‘Verdict will

never blind

what we saw’
Defendants

c

j
go .free, 2A

*

Black leaders ™ v^ley. cm. -An
- -

;
entire nation saw the video*

.

$ irate,' scene tape offourwhite cops savage-
r • . ly beating a black motorist in

ft at COUrt, 3A the dark of night on a wide Los

r ... • . jAa Angeles boulevard. - - . .

,
taitorial, 12A But a jury acquitted the four

1 Wednesday, deciding that see-

ing is not always believing.

t “The jury’s verdict will never blind what the world saw,

.

,• what we saw,” said Los Angeles Mayor Tom Bradley.
The verdict was nearly as incredible as the now familiar.

* videotaped beating which shocked the nation with a brutal*

. ity so raw it was almost unbearable to watch.
;• Many saw racism as the key factor in the verdict

i

'

“It’s not fair. It’s not right,” said an angry Steve Lerman,
lawyer for Rodney King, the man beaten by police 14

‘ months ago. “It may well be that 12 white,jurors aren’t go

By Sally Ann Stewart
and Debbie Howlett

'

USA TODAY •.
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beas simpie'as that”**
w*" ucnu“g ablackman- Itmay

Thejury chosen from an almost entirely white communi-
ty— included one Hispanic and one Asian.

Othere saw not racism, but a deterrence to police:
Jim a crin^ologist at American University in Wash-

ington, D.C, noted that “It's a very rare event when police get
. Most often, they are acquitted.”prosecuted. . . . iuyoi uucu, uicy arc aequiueo."

Only one juror, who asked not to be identified, offered’ a par-
tial explanation of the verdict on ABCs Nightline. The juror
said the panel was swayed by the total package of evidence,
including King's behavior and the officers' perception that he
wason drugs. The juror denied race was a factor, noting King's
two black companions were unharmed. The juror said there
*were no regrets. I’ll sleep well tonight”

Gearly, several subtle, but important factors were at work:
Jurors tend to empathize with the police officers.

“Those officers were out there protecting life, limb and
property,” said Dewey Stokes of the Fraternal Order of PoUce.
And the tools they have been given— dubs, guns and Tfcser

darts— sometimes produce violent results.

Still, the verdict will stun even police, said Darrel Stephens

of the Police Executive Research Forum, an association of big-

city police chiefs. It won't be seen as a green light to use force.

"Everybody's come to the conclusion that it was excessive

force,” Stephens said. “They feel like those officers went well

beyond the bounds of proper police behavior.” - *

In Los Angeles, some police cheered and offered high-fives

to fellow officers. But many were more reserved. “Bittersweet,

sweet and sour. It's a little bit of both,” said Officer Bill Frio.

“Nobody's going to rejoice about this,” said Sgt Harry Ryon.

Jurors might reflect a societal fear of the violence linked

to King, a black man with a criminal record.

“The whole episode reminds us there is something to be

feared from the police . . . but the public still fears the criminal

- more, and is willing to give police latitude,” said Georgetown

University law professor Paul Rothstein.

Jurors were given reason to doubt the videotape.

“The tape we've seen briefly on the news is one thing,” said

Matt Young, publisher of Videomaker magazine, “but the jury

saw it with analysis and oral presentation. . • . They scrutinized

it and who knows what larger social issues they considered.”

Phil Gutis, a spokesman for toe American Gvil Liberties

Union, argues the tape clearly shows inexcusable brutality:

“We think the tape and the prosecution met the standard of

proof beyond a reasonable doubt,” he said.

The standard is more stringent than that, said Gerald Bea-

ver, a Fayetteville, N.G, lawyer with the National Association

of Criminal Defense Lawyers civil justice committee.

“In police brutality cases ifs 'beyond all doubt,’” he said.

Jurors were inundated with technical evidence.

They considered the videotape over and over, even in ultra-

slow motion. They became intimately familiar with the 56

blows delivered over 81 seconds.
‘

They heard 54 witnesses, all but six of them police officers,

testify over the course of six-week triaL ^ A
~

“Ifs a classic example of the abuse of expert testimony,

said Gerald Beaver, a defense lawyer. “The case was decided

on junk science by supposed experts, rather than the facts.”

Jurors also seemed swayed by a solid defense.
*

“One of the things that was very important was to tiy to put

the jurors in the shoes of the police officers at the scene,” said

defense lawyer Michael Stone, who represented Officer Laur-

ence Powell. “Get the jurors to look at this case not through the

eyes of a camera but through the eyes of these officers.”

Powell, accused of striking the most blows, said he thought

King was under the influence of PCP. No sign of the drug was

found in King's body, but tests showed he was drunk, “I was

completely in fear for my life, scared to death,” he said.

Lawyers also stressed that King, a tall and strong 27-year-

old, was in violation of parole on a robbery conviction and led

police on a chase that reached speeds of 110 mph.

Sgt Stacey Koon, officer in charge that night, testified the

beating was “a managed and controlled use of force.”

“Sometimes police work is brutaL Ifs a fact of life,” he said.

Jurors never got to see Kina.

- - ttp never even appeared in court, let alone testified*

’

“That was a mistake," said Jeffrey Galen, a civil rights law-

yer who has handled several police brutality cases. *Thejmy

wanted to see him. By not letting them see hint whopig was,

that was a mistake. Rodney King is a human betog.

Even defense lawyers cited long's absence: He co^d have

offered a lot of testimony about the blows tieUvei^ totoe

head, which was a big part of the peoples^ case, said Stone.

Ifs probable the verdict will be challenged.'

a grand jury to examine me case,

meSoffictel Bruce Fein. The acquittals, clearly appear tobe

a miscarriage of justice,” the conservative

Some say there was never a chance to find justice froma

jury that took only a day to reach a verdict (it spentthene^ sfr

days arguing about the single excessive force charge against

Powell, on which it dead-locked 8-to-4).
- (

“The idea ... is inconceivable,” said Los Angeles lawyer

Cynthia Mcdain-HilL “It is pretty clear that their minds were
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POWELL: ‘Happy KOON: ‘You can read BRISENO: No com" AP file photos

I know I'm innocent* about it in the book! ment after verdict WIND: ‘Many feelings

>'*>/ -

‘ "
r -* ' By Haywood Galbreath, AP
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4 officers
acquitted
The defendants in the Rodney

|

jKing beating case are slated for de-'"

:
partmental administrative hearings

to determine what if any disciplinary

;

. .action should be taken.
.

< The defendants: >•

* Sgt. Stacey Koon, 41, was the

officer in charge when King was
beaten. He was the one who shot

King with a Taser stun gun— which
shoots two electronically charged
barb6 — and later said, “I was in

charge of my officers.”

He was acquitted of assault with a
deadly weapon, excessive force by
an officer under color of authority,

filing a false police report and being
an accessory to assault1

.
He served in the Air Force and

Joined the police department in 1976.

,
He shot and wounded a suspect,

who had fired on police after a drive-

by shooting in 1989. The Police Com-
missioncommended him for his han-

dling of the incident

He lives in Castaic with his wife

and five children.
,

Officer Theodore Briseno,
39, broke ranks with his fellow offi-

cers during the trial and blamed the

other defendants for the beating. "I

just thought the whole thing was out

of control,” he testified.

Briseno, who lives in Sepulveda,

was acquitted of assault with a dead-

ly weapon; excessive force by an offi-

indicate page, name of

newspaper, city and state.)

USA TODAY
ARLINGTON, VA

'Date: THURS.
,
4/30/92

Edition: front SECTION, PAGE 2

Title: a LOOK AT 4 OFFICERS

ACQUITTED

Character 44A-
or

Classification: 80-33B
Submitting Office:

LOS ANGELES

Indexings —
;

-7
SEARCHED—1— INDEXEpU^
sEBifttm —

MAY 0 4 19S2

FBI — LOS ANGELES

cer under color of authority. He has

two children.

Officer Laurence Powell, 29,

who was accused of delivering the

most blows to King, said In testimony

that he acted as he did only after be-

ing attacked by a man he thought

was on drugs.

“I was completely in fear of my
life, scared to death,” said Powell,

son ofa LosAngeles County marshal.
He was acquitted of assault with a

deadly weapon, excessive force by
an officer under color of authority

and filing a false police report

The jury deadlocked on one count
.

of excessive force against PowelL A
hearing is scheduled for May 15 to

decide whether to prosecute Powell

on the undecided count

In a previous case, Powell was ac-

cused of striking Salvador Castan-

eda, 36, one to five times with his ba-

ton with such force it broke
Castaneda’s elbow. Powell contend-

ed Castaneda came toward him in a
threatening manner.

Castaneda claimed he didn’t re-

sist and last year he was awarded
$70,000 in an out-of-court settlement

of an excessive force suit

Powell entered the Police Acade-

;

my in 1987.

Ex-officer Timothy wind, 32,

was a probationary officer under

Powell’s direction’ at the time. Ac-

, ciised of aggressively beating and
irififing King, he was acquitted of as-

sault with a deadly weapon and ex-

cessive force by an officer under col-

or of authority charges.

The married father of a child, he
-

became a police officer at age 22 in

Shawnee, Kan. He. Uves in Santa

Clarita Valley. He’s been fired by Po-

lice Chief Daryl Gates.

FBI/ DOJ
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Justice Dept. Resumes Its

Review ofKing Beating
investigation: Federal probe, which was on hold during trial of

four officers, will focus on possible civil rights violations. ..

ByHENRY WEINSTEIN
and RONALD J. OSTROW •

TIMES STAFF WRITERS

WASHINGTON—U.S. Atty. Gen. Wil-
liam P. Barr said Thursday that the

Justice Department is resuming its review
|*of the Rodney G. King incident to deter-

;mine whether there has been a criminal

violation of federal, civil rights laws.

- “It’s important for people to remember,”
Barr said,

41
that the verdicts [Wednesday]

on state charges are not the end of the

process. The Department of . Justice is

responsible for enforcing the 'civil rights

laws of the United States and it will do so

vigorously.”

. Barr said the department and the FBI
have closely monitored the King case since

a videotape of the beating brought the

'incident to worldwide attention 14 months

-

J

ago. Federal agencies deferred action while

the state completed its criminal proceed-

ings, he said.

i
Now, Barr said, the department is mov-

ing forward to complete its investigation.

Another federal law enforcement source

I
said that a major portion of the federal

j
probe is completed.'

Wayne Budd, the Justice Department's
third-ranking official and its highest-rank-
ing black, and two other department law-
yers were sent to Los Angeles on Thurs-
day, Barr said.

Federal sources said that the Washing-
ton lawyers met with U.S. Atty. Lourdes G.

Baird and Charlie Parsons, the FBI agent in

charge in Los Angeles, to plan strategy

soon after they arrived. No details about
the meeting were'available.

Barr said he had
.
instructed federal

officials to complete their review of the

case “as soon as possible.”

A former federal prosecutor familiar

with such cases said it is conceivable that

there could be an indictment within a
month, perhaps sooner.

Asked if the investigation was limited to

the four acquitted officers, a high federal

law enforcement official, speaking on con-
dition of anonymity, said: “We are looking

at the entire incident of the beating of

Rodney King.”

Last June, the Times reported that

Justice Department attorneys were
doubtful that any of. the 17 Los Angeles
Police Department officers who stood by
and watched as King was beaten could be
prosecuted on federal .charges, but federal

prosecutors in Los Angeles said charges
against the bystanders had not been ruled

out. ^ .... v . , .
- v.
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P Barr stressed that a separate federal

i prosecution could be filed against the

{, acquitted officers without vidlating the

* Constitution's normal double-jeopardy

prohibition. The U.S. Supreme Court has

ruled that it is constitutional to have dual

' state and federal prosecutions stemming

from the same incident.

Though the Justice Department has

strict criteria for bringing such cases, it has

^done so' on numerous occasions,

primarily in the South where local -

officials were often Teluctant to

-bring charges against officers pr

'where it was difficult to obtain

convictions from all-white jUries.

]
For' example, after a state court

jury in Alabama acquitted three Ku
Klux Klansmen of murdering civil *

rights worker Viola Liuzzo in 1965,

the Klansmen were successfully

prosecuted under an 1870 statute

-for conspiring to violate Liuzzo's

civil rights. Former Atty. Gen.

Nicholas Katzenbach said Thurs-

,
day: "It sounds silly to talk about

depriving someone of their civil

/rights when they've been killed,

5 but that's all we had." The three

-men were sentenced to the maxi-
1 mum term at the time—10 years.
4 Since then, there have been
1several successful federal prosecu-

tions under that law and a compan-

ion statute also enacted during the

-Reconstruction era. The second

statute is specifically aimed at

police officers committing unlawful,

acts “under color of state authori-

ty.” The laws were designed, in

fpart, to curb activity of the Ku

Klux Klan in the aftermath of the ,

' Civil War.

For example, in 1982, the U.S. •

attorney and the FBI in Lbs Angel-

es successfully prosecuted Califor-

nia Highway Patrolman George M.

Gwaltney for a civil rights viola-

tion stemming from the murder of

a woman in the Barstow area after

two unsuccessful state murder

prosecutions in San Bernardino

County courts. He received a 90-

year prison term.

?
. The standard on whether to

bring a second federal prosecution,

after local authorities have acted, •

said Barr, is “whether or not we
believe the federai interest has

been vindicated by the state pro-

ceeding." *

There are’ several factors in

"making that determination, said

.Yale University Law Professor

Drew Days, who, headed the Jus-

tice Department's Civil .-Rights Di-

vision during President Carter's

Administration: Whether there has

been a bona fide prosecution by

local officials, whether the out-

come of a case is clearly at odds

with the evidence, and the nature

.oftheoffehse^'^^-^
"

Duke University law professor

William Van Alstyne, an expert on

civil rights law, said it is clear that

there was a bona fide prosecution

in the King case. But he said the

other two criteria, particularly the

nature of the alleged crime, could

be invoked by Justice Department

officials making the decision on
* whether to file federal charges.

“These statutes are centered in

the history of the abolition of

slavery \ . . and the efforts to

establish equal justice under law in

the United States,” Van Alstyne

said.
* *v

“I identify with the predicament

of line duty officers when they are

the object of a lot of hatred," the

professor added. “Even so, in the

whole setting of this thing ... a

:black motorist and four white po-

lice officers . , . this is an area

* where it's highly appropriate for

the Justice Department and. the
’ US. attorney to take a close look at

the whole transaction again be-

cause it's very much involved with

the credibility of the -country's

justice system. And that's at the

core of these statutes.”

Burke Marshall, who headed the •

^Justice Department's Civil Rights

[Division under Presidents Kenne-

dy and Johnson, said the videotape

\oi the beating "lays a very firm

foundation for . a prosecutable

[-case.”

r However, another former feder-

, al prosecutor said: “It seems to me
:if the district attorney couldn't

prove in state court that the offi-

cers assaulted King without just

t cause, it will be very difficult to

.

prove that the\ officers had the

‘specific intent of depriving King of

-his civil rights.”

Barr acknowledged that these

/cases are more difficult to win than

most filed by the Justice Depart-

ment. They have a conviction rate

of about 75%, compared to “90%

.plus” on all other cases, he said.

?

Since October, 1988, the Justice

Department has brought charges

against 123 law enforcement offi-

cers for brutality in 23 jurisdictions.

£But there have been only six dual

mrosecutioqs filed by the depart-*

uhent since John R. Dunne became

-the assistant attorney general for

I

civil rights two years ago.
“
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jurors give reasons

for voting to acquit

4 LAPD oflicers
"By Dawn Webber
t Daily News Staff Writer

~~

.Jurors who acquitted four LAPD
officers in the March 1991 beating

q{ Rodney King — verdicts that

triggered violence in Los Angeles

f
— explained their decisions anony-

mously and in divergent ways in

television interviews broadcast

, fhursday.
^“1 had to go by what evidence

was given me,” one juror said in an

^interview. “And there was a reason-

able doubt” about the guilt of the

officers charged in the videotaped

gating of King in Lake View Ter-

,tace
f

'
. •

.

r .Another juror in an interview

broadcast on “The Today Show”
_said; “The video was helpful and it

also was detrimental. Without it, it

clearly showed what was going on
there, the fact that Rodney King
was not being abused*

“Rodney King was directing the^

action,” the juror said.

But Los Angeles Deputy District .

Attorney Terry White, who prose-

cuted the case with Deputy District

Attorney Alan 'Yochelson, on
Thursday condemned what he.|

called juror “alibis” for an inexplic-.

;

able decision.

“They know their reasons are not
v

reasonable when they look at that

videotape,” White said in an inter-

view. “It’s kind of like they are

swallowing the defense position but ’

* they realize how silly they are

.

sounding so they are trying.to come
.up with other reasons.^’ ^

.
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•. Yochelson said he believed
jurors were “looking for an excuse
to acquit these officers,” by finding
that King was not cooperating and

.
that it was all his fault.

I

After deliberating 32 hours over
;
seven days, the jury acquitted

’ LAPD Sgt. Stacey Koon and off-
; icers Laurence Powell, Theodore
Briseno and Timothy Wind on 1

1

t of 12 charges of assault and excess-
ive force against them.

. The jury deadlocked 8-4 for ac-
quittal on an excessive force count,
against Powell, who wielded most
of the 56 baton blows against King

.
during the arrest. A mistrial was de-
dared as to that count.

• Los Angeles District Attorney Ira
'

Reiner said his office is considering
i whether to pursue a retrial on the

charge against 'Poweil.
-

Jurors contacted by the'Daily
News declined to comment Thurs-
day.

.John Barnett, attorney for Bri-
seno, declined to speculate on the
jury’s reasons for the acquittals.

'

“I am grateful that .the jury ac-
quitted Mr. Briseno, and the rea-
sons are: unimportant to me,” Bar-'
nett said.

_

-•

Responding .to concerns raised \
by some that the verdicts were the i

inevitable outcome of a jury from
mostly white, pro-police Ventura
County, he said: “I don’t think it’s

appropriate to say that we won the
case when it was sent to Simi Val-
ley.

“It’s more appropriate to say we
would have lost the case had it been

. (tried in) Los Angeles County/”
i
Darnett said, noting that the riots
underscored the defense position
that an unbiased jury could not be
round in Los Angeles County.

• After the acquittals, a number of
attorneys and legal experts siiggest-

i ed the prosecution’s critical mis-
r

,
take was made in not calling King
to testify. But Yochelson defended

' the tactic.
~

“The presentation of Mr. King
would have allowed the defense to
make an issue of him,” Yochelson

.
said. “They could have kept him on
the stand for days and made an is-
sue of his criminal background.

The focus of this case was pro-
perly on the four defendants,” Yo-

5 chelson said.

.
..“This jury came to an incredibly

!

J
fast decision,” White added^D
you think the testimony of Mr
lung would have made any differ
ence? It’s only another excuse.”
White said he was shocked by re

ports that jurors strongly believed
the testimony of Powell, Koon and
Briseno. ; . .

“It just shows you that aura o’f
credibility that (police officers)
have when they walkinto the court-
room,” he said.

After reading the written ques-
tionnaires prepared by potential
jurors in the case, White said, pros-
ecutors anticipated an uphill battle'
for conviction. ...

-
"

“It was clear .". C.these individu-
als were very pro-law enforce-
ment,’’.Whitesaid. ... : . . _
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Koon SaysHeHas
No Regrets on Way
King Was Arrested

Police: The officer

blames the beating bn the

failure of officials to

acknowledge that police

sometimes must use force.

.

He also says a tool to

replace the prohibited

chokehold is needed.

Bjr LESLIE BERGER
~

TIMES STAFF'WRITER

Los Angeles Police Sgt. Stacey
CL Koon said that he has no

regrets’about the way he and three
colleagues took Rodney G. King
into ctistody and that he would
change nothing if he had the night
to relive,

Koon blamed the beating on the

.failure of city leaders to acknowl-
edge that police must sometimes
Use force, and said that the prohib-
ited chokehold must be replaced
with other means of subduing sus-

pects who resist arrest.
'

: “The same thing, can happen
tonight;-’ Koon said in a* phone
interview. “Community policing is

a/nice thing if it’s workable. A new
chief is nice: But nothing has been
done to address the use of force.

The policeman has no more tools

today than he had a year ago.”

Koon also said that while he was
elated by the acquittals Wednes-
day, the Superior Court trial in

Simi. Valley was just the first of

many hurdles. Like Officers Theo-
dore J. Briseno and Laurence M.
Powell, Koon still faces depart-

mental hearings on- misconduct
charges, civil lawsuits and possible

federal prosecution.
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; The Police^Department'*was' able
to fire Timothy E;:WM,ihe fourth
defendant, because!^
probatfom^
and'did;no^aye =the.sameiight£^
the dtheK three.. But Wind1 still

faces-' civil; lawsuits;, ;and^' ppssib^e
federal prosecution. '

, t;t
-‘ ;

* rf

:
j

:
4as t;.vBver^rfeody

f^\lsu*spehde;d ;

<the,Marcfr^

thedutcoriieof'theifa^
cases./The.,departme
w.e?e : .posiporied l

.pntii: 'afferJ-thP J

ipr^nija|il'
j

had ^betenMfCpn^icted? ’of; fblbnyj
cgar^s^dhey* |wpurd|haVp .'Been*

automatically 'ineligible
^

5

to remain!
as iaw enforcementofficers: ,

'

*:

;
Kobn/.sa|d-

hearing^eforea^board ofrights~a
*

panel
,
of * policecommanders that:

reviews; misconduct" charges—is
scheduled? to begin Monday; But
police officials .expressed doubt
thathearings.fo/anyof^the.officers
would take place, as scheduled;:

especially if the departments re-"

sources inust ppntmue? to 'be' con-;

centrated pn^Keri^ ^ - ,

—
'! ii&ohJ|&^
therapist:' regularly -

•over* .
the last'

year because of stress; Hp said lie^*

iwilimofereturruto^ eyen

!£his^
cessfiMh^^ -v

^‘bnlidWbMcbr -eve# .agmnf <said,

;Kobnf;^
JwKo haspoto^

‘syridromei’V;; v. 'r * "/ y ;
*

'K<Miiseekiri^ a

Mpk^Waf^ttemab^thedast^
yedrrfts; ^prking;titie)ds “Ides-of^

the -Ptg|r

dfficerswete'-in(hcted.on'theanif^

versary ofCaesar's fail. . ^ ^

%\ Ib^s^in/Wind. and }^>u;Hlrou]d,

nut for :1m )

i

ii in*'n|v- 1
>y|

Tlt(Opiih(!& liuj'

< ia^JVtVciirii i
,
.dlfifstnip - i|T -b 1

smpris6(fc^

;tgap^^
of?excess!vcforce.,' ’•

^ v'*--**'

:
Iljiri^enpy-wh^ JbrokP ;ratiks with

ijUliC; iiuairauu; —
i

had ;tried tp stop the beatings also

xm/r^'Wk. ciVAna‘Hv^h iQ fp«Hmnn

v

conttoi” tfaaVSig!it.v. . . ..

l

'ate£thatther|iusband'wasgreatly.

foublM: ’•$$
,

the
•.

‘ t;

:

' «tIA t*a\h r-nonnncihlp . fnr it 'and
ac

iic uiuu v viv . oi. ”—_ : *

. ‘^ou.:saW (
^hat ^went; ,on> ini th&

city; This; is not a joyous occasion,”/

she said; f/'
'
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COLUMN RIGHT/
EDWIN M. YODER JR. !

;

TheJury Did
:

\

theJob, Itself i
!

a Lot to Ask
;

A conviction just to avoid
j

'

social turmoil would have been
,

|

a greater wrong.
'

•
;

! A sis often the case when Americans ,

{ TVpitch a fit over a misfire in the i

i courtroom, most of the conclusions we are j

' angrily jumping to over the Los Angeles

\
police verdict are wrong. Some are dan-

*

r.gerously so. >

1 . I say this as one who also was nauseated

! by. the infamous videotape of Rodney King
i being battered with police batons. Nor do I

j

; doubt that the Christopher Commission !

- was right in finding that the Los Angeles
i Police Department is too much permeated

f
by racist attitudes. I

If juries decided cases wholly or eyen
mainly from videotaped evidence, there

can be little doubt that the four defendant
police officers would be convicts today. Rut
juries don't.

;

In any sensational criminal proceeding
there is always a noisy faction, flushed

.with self-righteousness, who would toss

aside cumbersome procedural safeguards,

even jury trial itself, to promote a socially

f exemplary outcome. The Rodney King
case is no exception. The same misguided
impulse that drives the continuing com-

]
plaints about the Warren Court's ruliijgs

^ on criminal procedure, including the Mi-
randa warnings, explains much .of fhe

“rage" over the Los Angeles verdict. ;

;
Many fans of due process who Would

bleed and die for any procedural technical-

ity that springs a thief or stays (he

t
execution of a murderer will in the next

breath howl “miscarriage of justice" when
:

the same system permits a jury to develop

reasonable doubts that four Los Angeles
T

policemen used excessive force. .

*

Yes, for most of us the “evidence of our

own eyes" (by which we naively mean a

. homemade videotape of about a minute's

; duration) shows excessive use of force. Rut
juries have more before them than unarja-

: lyzed videotapes. ^ ;

As for “justice,” it is a term of'homage
that wise judges and lawyers distrust. The
outcry over the Los Angeles acquittal

suggests a serious misconception. Was it

the task of the trial to do “justice”; to

Rodney King? King may have been denied

justice, maybe even his civil rights, and if

so he should recover civil damages. But the

trial was not aboutjustice to Rodney King.

If it was about justice to anyone, it was
about justice to those accused of beating

him up. And they were entitled to all the

,
usual presumptions, including the pre-

sumption of innocence. . <•

/ Appalling as the verdict was, more

‘As for “justice,” it is a term of

homage that wise judges and
lawyers distrust.

1

appalling alternatives are easily imagined.

A sly prosecutor might stampede a jury

into fancying that since rioting threatened,

its task was not to reach a verdict accord-

ing to the law and the evidence, but to cool

public' anger and thereby serve a larger

conception of social justice.

Jurors might be led to deem their role so

important, in a social sense, that they need
not be bothered with the doctrine of

reasonable doubt or the presumption of

innocence. They might be led to decide

that their job was to teach someone—an
overzealous policeman, police depart-

ment, an entire city or country or race—
: a lesson.

;
Perhaps this is all obvious.'But as all the

recent parading and picketing^ver abor-

tion at the Supreme Court suggests, too

many of us entertain inappropriate wants
and expectations of the “justice" system.

We want our “justice,” we want it whole-

sale, and we want it painted in broad, vivid

strokes, politically correct from the stand-

point of our racial or ethnic self-interest.

When such proceedings .
occurred else-

where in the bad old days,* we usually

called them show trials and we didn't like

them very much.
Black Americans may well feel that as a

group they get—as historically they indis-

putably have gotten—a raw deal from
many of the institutions of American life.

But from the courts? A courtroom where
'.prejudice is as strictly excluded, as due
‘process can exclude it, where rules of

. evidence may override even the most
‘ righteous indignation and the largest social

interest, is not the place to look for racial

^slights. :V ! _ .

(Indicate page, name of

newspaper, city and state.)

LOS ANGELES TIMES
LOS ANGELES, CA

‘Date: MON., 5/4/92
Edition: METRO SECTION, PAGE 7

THE JURY DID THE JOB,
ITSELF A LOT TO ASK

Character:

or

Classification:

Submitting Office:

LOS ANGELES

indejdng:

searched..

serialized.

1

MAY 05 1992 f

' I 1
7=4

That, is true even when 12 Ventura

County jurors, who appear from a distance

to lead sheltered lives, take the bit in their

- teeth and acquit four men we may wish

they had convicted. .
1

j- Juries often do. That is exactly why we
have them.

t
i

! . Edwin M. Yoder Jr. writes a syndicated

column in Washington. ' y

,\i
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tale of 2 Riots:

Downtown. Southside
, / - - . * • .. to

Southside Crowd
Explodes Minutes
Following Verdict

By NAOMI BRADLEY
f Staff Writer

' LOS ANGELES — Firing.

assault rifles and pistols into the
' air, ransacking and looting small

stores before setting them on fire,

hundreds of people darted across
’ glass-strewn streets, past aban-

doned cars.
* They ran down alleys carrying

televisions, food and bottles of

beer, shouting obscenities and
words of extreme hatred.

I had left the newsroom at about
* 6:30 p.m. April 29, assigned to

cover the rally at First AME
Church. I nevefmade it. I decided

to stop by first at Florence and

f
Normandie where a group of

angry, mostly young, black men,
1 had chased over a dozen police

cars away, throwing bottles and
L chunks of asphalt at the fleeing

patrol cars.

A bit scared

I was a bit scared, a bit unsure
‘ of my role. I, too, am black, and
I, too, was hurting over the ac-

quittal of the four LAPD officers
|
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accused of beating Rodney G. King.

But I am also a reporter, sworn to

objectivity and fairness in covering
the news.

Be cautious, I told myself. Be ex-
tremely cautious. Be alert. Listen
for gunfire and watch for uncon-
trolled mobs. Still, what I saw was
more than I could ever have an-
ticipated. - ,

Badly beaten
Arriving at the scene about 7

p.m., I saw that a white man who
had been pulled from his trailer

truck, robbed and badly beaten, had
already been carted away to a
hospital, by a black man who saw
the incident on* television.

The man’s truck was gone, and
the mostly young black men —
many of them gang members — now
filled the dirty sidewalks and street
where the truck driver had lain
bleeding.

“Are you a reporter?” someone
in the crowd asked me.

Take off badge '

\

“Yes,” I said.

“Better take off your badge,” he
said. “They already beat up one
man with a camera, but I think he
was Asian. Maybe they won’t hurt-
you.’V.

“Thank you,” I said, removing
the tag reading “Wave Newspaper”
from my collar.

High heels

I regretted that I hadn’t changed
from my slacks and high-heeled
shoes, — too conspicuous among 1

the 200 or so riotous people who
were clad in T-shirts, tennis shoes,
or some other kind of casual wear. .

. Men were walking or^running past
carrying cases of Olde 'English 800
and other liquor. Some were already
drinking from stolen 40-ounce
bottles. Several people carried car
batteries and tires taken from an
auto repair shop, video recorders

and radios, taken from a television-

repair shop. ' - -

One young man used spray paint
to write the words, “F— Police” on
a wall/ . .

'

_

/- *

“They’re upset but they don’t
know how to stop it,” said a 37-
year-old woman I met a block away.
Both of us watched as a man load-

ed a 19-inch television set into his
white Nissan pickup truck.

Nearby, several people stood and
watched as others trashed Korean-
e and white-owned stores. They said
their anger toward Koreans was
fueled by the suspended sentence of
grocer Soon Ja Du who shot and
killed a 15-year-old black girl,

„ Latasha Hariins, and by what they
-called “rudeness” of local Korean
merchants.

They said they were angry at

whites because a majority white jury
had acquitted the four policemen
who beat Rodney King.

People mad
“They started this shit and girl,

we gone finish it,” a young woman
said. “People are mad, baby.”
“White people don’t do nothing

but down black people,” an older
woman told me.
/“These are gang bangers,” a thir-

.
ty-ish man who was standing with
the woman added. “Me, I work.
One of them gave me this here
beer.”

Eye of riot

After parking my car three blocks
away from the eye of the riot, I

made my way down Halldale
Avenue past mostly black women
and children sitting on porches, or
standing in front of their neatly-

trimmed homes, past pockets ofmen
standing on Florence. ...
Some stood with folded arms,

some were laughing, some talked

angrily or somberly. All of them
watched people running past,

looting, torching.

. I first stood on the south side of
Florence, on the comer of Brighton
Avenue, a block from Normandie,
in front of an abandoned, graffiti-

- ridden storefront. -

Two men hurried past me down
. Florence blatantly carrying car bat-
teries still sealed in their boxes. A
man laughed and yelled, “Right on,
brother.”

Everywhere people were throw-
ing “black power” signs, their fists

raised. Drivers honked their horns,
speeding and maneuvering their cars
through the street to avoid the glass
and the people running by.

A teen-age girl in a speeding car
driven by a teen-age boy sat on the

car’s hood with her feet dangling
through a sunroof, flailing her arms,
shouting “Yeah!”

Chased away police

A young man told me he was ex-

uberant because he and his compa-
nions had chased away police who
were pushing around a 15-year-old

boy the police had claimed threw
rocks at one police*car after the King
verdict was announced.

The altercation drew crowds of
people who started pelting over a
dozen police cars with rocks. More
people came running onto Florence.

The police cars had disappeared.

“Whatcha got, man?” I heard a

man ask his friend.

Disbeliefand shame
But several residents expressed

disbeliefand utter shame.

“They’re getting it mixed up.

We’re all together,” a 30-year-old

man said. “Everybody need to get

in their cars and go to Simi Valley.”

“This is a shame,” a J5-year-old

girl stated. .

“I hate to see it happening/* a

woman said. “Jfs sad. They're

jumping people just because of the

color of their skin. Tm sick of this

Sr-/’
Later, that same woman and about



VoIunteersgrabTjroomsand bags to help clean-uj^effort at ABC Market at Western Avenue and Martin LutftefJ

King Boulevard in South Los Angeles, which was looted and gutted in the riots. ^PhotobrNsreshmahl^f^

10 other people frantically waved “They got Florence burning. Then I realized that the riots had

down a Latino man who was driving -baby. It’s burning,” one woman spread. People were ransacking

towards the intersection. They said. stores on Western, taking food and

10 other people frantically waved

down a Latino man who was driving

towards the intersection. They
steered him away from the scene,’

where a small group of black men
had also beaten other Latinos, ap-

parently not recognizing them as

minorities. Or not caring.

“See/ all of us ain’t bad,” the

woman said.

I finally left the place around 8
p.m. It was just getting dark and

thick smoke had filled the air and the

dusky sky. The rioters had set fire to

the comer gas station, a liquor store

'

and the television repair shop. -

People started shooting guns, so I. liquor from a mini-market and arms

ran along with about a third of the full of shoe boxes from a Payless

crowd. I helped a mother drag her 2-

year-old boy home, and soon drove

away through residential streets and

north on Western Avenue. I was

shaken, but intent on making it to

my original assignment — the rally

at FirstAME Church. .

I thought that it would be over

soon and that the police would come

and run everyone away from

Florence and Normandie.

Shoe Store.
* *

Groups of black men stood ori the

sidewalks, peering inside the';

windows of cars streaming like/k'

train along the street.

One angiy-looking man' standing

in the street began walking up to my
Volkswagen as I sat at a red light

near Slauson Avenue. He h^d ^a

baseball bat. I threw a black powei'

fist at him. He left me alone. * /
’ y



Downtown Protest

Leader Provokes
Crowd to Violence

. > ;

By TOMAS J. LEWIS
;

Managing Editor

LOS ANGELES — Motivated
;by the still fresh jury verdict in the

Rodney 'G. King beating trial,

Alan Wesley, 31, beseeched the

growing crowd of 250 angiy pro-

testers to vent their frustrations in

the streets.

K **F— all the demonstrations!

*Let*s get violent!’* he yelled, his
* words aflame with the vehemence
' bf a man bent on revenge..

“Let’s burn this mother f-

—

Jdown,” he bellowed.

Wesley’s exhortations came a

j
little more than three hours after a
jury acquitted the four Los Angel-
es police officers accused of mul-
tiple assault charges in the March
3, 1991, .beating of King.

Vent their anger

K In a hastily called protest, the

i demonstrators converged on
Parker Center, administrative

/headquarters of the Los Angeles
Police Department, to vent their

{-anger over the verdicts.



^toward the downtown business

Supporters and members of the

Revolutionary Communist . Party

rallied among the myriad of pro-

testers. Some passed out party litera-

ture* ;while their comrades held up

large(banners and posters attacking

the credibility of the Police' Depart-

ment.

ilnitial hints that the protest might

get dangerously out of control came

at »about 6:30 p.m., when Wesley

again encouraged the crowd — now
swelling close to 500 — to pick up

the tempo. *
,

‘To the street
5

cl ‘Let’s take it to the street. Now!”
he* said. Wesley appeared appropri-

atelydressed for the occasion, wear-

ing a white T-shirt emblazoned with

a photo of Malcolm X and a black

Los'Angeles X cap.

“Let’s set this mother f-— on

'fire;V added another man attired in

a / fong-sleeved shirt also bearing

Malcolm X?s likeness.

/Several dozen protesters then

swarmed onto Los Angeles Street,

blocking northbound traffic, chan-

ging ^

’anti-police slogans and sneering

aPa half-dozen policemen taking

photographs from the roof of Parker

Center. *

*
. Toward downtown

v/S.hortly after sundown, a

smaller group split from the main

crowd of demonstrators and headed

;

district. In the confusion few in the

main
(

demonstration appeared to

notice the smaller group’s depar-

ture.
3'

Earlier,’ a coulter-demonstrator,

Brent Kingsford, 22, had waded into

the eye of the Parker Center crowd,

where someone recognized him as a

Police Department supporter ,who

had attended the Simi Valley trial..

.A bearded protester in his mid-

30s with a curly .pony-tail hanging

out the back of a blue Dallas

Cowboys cap confronted the blond-

headed Kingsford. The ensuing

* shouting match looked at several

points like it Would erupt into seri-

ous violence.
'

‘

t .

Heavily outnumbered

Kingsford stood heavily out-

numbered and appeared in imminent

danger of being beaten or stomped

to death.

“You racist redneck, you’re go-

ing to grow up to be a redneck/

Gates pig,” the
.
protester snarled.

“The verdict was you! Your just,

a

racist redneck from the Valley.”

Twice the man shoved at

Kingsford’s chest, but Kingsford, an

employee of Forest Lawn mortuaiy

,

stood his ground,.defiantly shouting

back.

“The verdict was 90 percent of

America,” he retorted.:’ .

The crowd soon grew tired of the

spectacle and concentrated on stop-

ping traffic and chanting slogans

linking the police to the Ku Klux

Klan. : -

'

Kingsford,. ever defiant, resolved

to stay put and watched; the crowd

perform its ritual dance of protest.

The moment of reckoning finally

came at about 7 p.m. when the

crowd surged toward the entrance -to

Parker Center.. Until then, most of

the police in the multi-stoiy building



'had contented themselves with

observing the protest from behind

:glass doors. . . .
- -

i Policemen r;aced ,

- But three policemen watching

alone from a nearby
'

parking lot-

’suddenly raced, to the building en-

trance ahead *of the protesters,-

slammed the glass doors shut and

braced them with metal bars. '
•

The crowd responded by slinging

trash cans, rocks, bottles and other

projectiles at the retreating officers,

and punched at least five baseball-

sized holes in the thick glass . .

• One frustrated woman, groping

for something to throw, tore out •

rows of small green plants'and hurl-

.

ed them at the facility.
.

,

*
- Outburst subsided

The brief outburst subsided when

- protest leaders prevailed .on the

angry crowd to move away from the

-glassdoors. Within minutes, dozens

of police mobilized and rushed the'

mob at the front doors, pushing

.
peopleback 15 feet.
'

“Hold -your .line! Hold your.

* ground! No one moves!” barked a

’ sergeant. ; .

* Fifty riot-equipped officers, form-

* ing an irregular line around the ex-

terior of the facility, brandished L-

shaped batons, held them at a '90-

degree angle and waited patiently

for the order to rush the crowd.

* But the order never came.

Some ^of.^the
'

protesters spilled

back into the street, stopping traffic

and terrorizing motorists, while

others flashed picket signs in the

faces of the ever-growing number of
.

.riot- officers protecting .the entrance

to Parker penter

.

• At one point, dozens of people

raced toward a parking attendant’s ,

booth in. an adjacent lot, smashed

the window, pushed the structure on

its side and set it on fire. All the

while,’ protesters chanted, “No •

justice, no peace. .No justice, no

peace. Nojustice, no peace.

Officers fidgety

Many of the wide-eyed officers

appeared fidgety, moving their night

sticks from side to side. A few

visibly trembled as they faced down

the angry demonstrators.

< P9lice Commission . President

Stanley Sheinbaum, a civil liber-

tarian and millionaire industrialist,

stood behind the phalanx of. highly

charged officers and commented on

the department’ s strategy

.

“They [demonstrators] aren’t go-*

ing to leave - very readily, and the

department isn’t going Jo push them

around that readily, ’either.”

Dangerously overhead

As he spoke, the protective line of-

riot police dodged an occasional

rock, stick or other projectile sail-

ing dangerously overhead.

And the taunting c<^*nue(^



ty Hall South the first night of

and setting them on fire.
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L.A. StronglyCondemns
King Verdicts, Riots
By FRANK CLIFFORD
and DAVID FERRELL
TIMES STAFF WRITERS

By wide majorities, white, black
and Latino residents of the city of
Los Angeles condemn last week's
verdicts in the Rodney G. King
beating case and the rioting that
followed, according to a Los An-
geles Times Poll.

The poll found that 71% of Los
Angeles residents disagreed
strongly with the verdicts ren-
dered by the Simi Valley jury in

the trial of four Los Angeles police
officers. And it found that 75%
believed that the violence sparked
by the verdicts was “totally unjus-
tified.”

The poll, supervised by Times
Poll director John Brennan, inter-
viewed 888 city residents Sunday
and Monday. It has a margin of
error of plus or minus 4 percentage
points.

A majority of African-Ameri-
cans—58%—joined in the condem-
nation of the rioting. About one-
third—32%—considered the vio-
lence partially justified, and virtu-
ally all blacks in the survey—
97%— said their neighborhoods
suffered some damage.

Almost half the blacks surveyed
did not think that the violence was
inevitable, a view shared by the
majority of city residents. And
•blacks were more optimistic than
other groups that something good
will come of the tumult of last

week.
“Everything that usually turns

real, real bad flip-flops over and
starts turning good,” said Lonnie
Carter, a 66-year-old retired auto
mechanic who is black and was
among those surveyed. “I think
whole lots of good will come out of
it. I think everybody will start

living more closer together and
stop having disagreements.”

Results of The Times Poll show
that members of the city's three
largest ethnic groups held similar

views on a number of issues relat-

ing to the King verdicts and the
riots.

For instance, almost 80% said

they sympathized with the anger
of the black community over the
verdicts, and there was a widely
shared view that the local criminal

justice system is biased against

blacks and Latinos. But the poll

also revealed marked differences,

particularly in the attitudes of
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Regarding Bradley,>"50% be-
lieved that the mayor had no effect
on what happened after the ver-
dicts, with 20% saying he made
things worse. Only 5% said he was
one of the causes of the riots.

“One thing that must happen is

that -Gates must go,” said Henry
Richardson, 50, a retired equip-
ment inspector for the Los Angeles
Unified School District. “He has no
sympathy for minorities. He is one
of the problems. No one is going to
respond positively to him. He’s still

making idiotic statements. He
needs to get on out of there.”

Richardson, who is black, added:
“I don’t think Bradley has an effect
on the city one way or another
right now.”
A majority of residents—53%

—

disapproved of the way the Police

THE TIMES
”

POLL
Department handled itself in the
days after the verdicts, while 43%
expressed their support of that
effort.

An overwhelming number of
residents—80% — thought

that the police reacted too slowly
when violence broke out last
Wednesday evening. Asked why
they thought the police response
was slow, a plurality of blacks said
they believed that the delay was
deliberate, while a plurality of
whites and Latinos said the police
were not prepared for the massive
outbreak.

Along with the 71% who disa-
greed strongly with the King ver-
dicts, an additional 10% said they
disagreed somewhat. Just over
70% felt that the videotape of the
police beating was evidence
enough to convict the four officers
accused in the case. And almost
70% said they viewed the jury as
biased in favor of the officers.

Two- thirds of city residents said
that the local criminal justice sys-
tem needs some measure of im-

provement, and 37% said it ought
to be overhauled. Also, 61% said
they viewed the legal system as
unfair to blacks; 54% said it is

unfair to Latinos.

Nearly 90% of those surveyed
applauded the U.S. Justice Depart-
ment’s decision to begin an investi-
gation that could lead to prosecu-
tion of the four officers for
violating King’s federal civil rights.
And 58%, including a majority of
blacks surveyed, said they are
confident that justice will be done
if the four policemen are tried on
such charges.

The poll found that among all

residents, 21% considered last
week’s rioting “partially justified.”

Robert Knowles, 48, a white
resident of Silver Lake, was among
those who described the rioting as
partially justified, except for the
murders and beatings of people in
the streets.

“But running through the streets
and setting things on fire, I can
understand that,” Knowles said. “I
can understand how the rage got
out of hand.”
As a press coordinator for Los

Angeles County supervisorial cam-
paign of state Sen. Diane Watson
(D-Los Angeles), Knowles said he
has come to know the black com-
munity. In discussing blame for the
disturbances, he said: “You can
blame [the rioters] in a legal sense,
in a criminal sense, but I think a lot
of people didn’t intend to commit
violent acts and got caught up. I

didn't think it was [a response] so
much to the King verdicts but to
the economic, the lack of jobs . . .

not knowing what else to do.”

A nslom Beamon, 43, a black
woman who lives on 103rd

Street in Watts, decried the vio-
lence but said she understood the
anger and frustration that prompt-
ed the ransacking of stores.

“It’s wrong to take from any-
body,” she said. “But what do you
do when you don’t have?”
Although she did not take part in

the looting, Beamon said she can-
not blame those who did, especially
the young people who grow up in



such underprivileged surround-
ings.

“We were just getting back what
was rightfully ours/’ she said. “We
don't get half the opportunity that

they give anybody else.”

Richardson, the retired school

equipment inspector, was among
the majority who could find no
excuse for the rioting. The verdicts

triggered anger stemming from
many past injustices, he said, but

for many of the rioters there was
no social or political statement.

“Most of those people who joined

... did it for fun,” said Richard-
son, a Wilshire District resident.

“They saw things out there to be
taken, and they took things out of

the stores. It didn't have anything
to do with that Rodney King
incident.”

When people were asked by
the poll who or what was

responsible for the violence, 27%
blamed it on thugs, gangs and
agitators? 19% cited anger over the

King verdicts as well as a general -

sense of rage and frustration, and
16% pointed to poverty, bad eco-

nomic conditions and lack of jobs.

Only 8% singled out racism as a

cause of the violence.

Blacks and Anglos were not in

accord on the subject of responsi-

bility, with 37% of whites and only

10% of blacks blaming the violence

on thugs and gangs. Conversely,

13% of whites cited rage over the*

King verdicts, compared to 22% of

blacks and 24% of Latinos.

The three ethnic groups also

tended to see things somewhat
differently when asked if responsi- .

bility for the rioting lay more'with

society or with the residents of

South-Central Los Angeles, where
much of the violence occurred.

Overall, more than 60% blamed
society, but 35% of whites and 30%
of Latinos pointed to South-Cen-
tral residents, as opposed to 9% of

the blacks.

Almost 70% of those surveyed
expressed optimism that the- city

could heal itself. Blacks were the

most hopeful and whites the least.,

Kate Templeton, a black resident

of the Crenshaw District, said of

the healing process: “I think it's

starting now. A lot of people are

just upset and really appalled at

what's happened. They don't want
this. They want to get along with

everyone. They don’t want this

,
devastation in their neighborhoods.

And they’re going forward to help

in their communities and other

. communities with the cleanup.”

A lthough virtually all of the

blacks surveyed said their

^neighborhoods suffered damage
during the rioting, 67% of Latinos

* and 48% of whites said their

neighborhoods were at least slight-

ly damaged.
Yet, 37% of whites—a bit more

than any other group—said they

felt physically threatened during

the violence last week. Among
both blacks and Latinos, 33% said

they felt threatened.

Asked what the healing process

will require, 28% of all those

surveyed said it will involve re-

newed efforts among groups to

communicate, get together and un-
derstand. one another. Just over

20% stressed the need to improve
the economy; 12% said education

must be improved; 11% called for a

harder crackdown on gangs, drugs
and lawlessness, and an equal
number spoke of the need for more
government financial aid.

Ben Baca, 46, a Latino who
works as an auto painter for the

city of Los Angeles, expressed

long-range optimism about the

city's prospects, saying: “After
World War II in Europe, every-

thing was so devastated, and peo-

ple managed to put their lives

together. It takes time. This is

nothing compared to that. [But] it

will leave a scar, let's put it that

way.”



THE TIMES POLL

Verdicts in Rodney King Case
and Violence in the Streets
A broad consensus of Angelenos opposed the verdicts but felt that the
resulting violence was unjustified.

THE VERDICT

Mp you agree or disagree with the jury's verdict of not guilty in the
Rodney King beating trial?

Agree strongly

ALL

8%
WHITE

12%

BLACK

4%
LATINO

5%
Agree somewhat 5 8 - 2

Disagree somewhat 10 12 3 12

Disagree strongly 71 58 93 77

Don’t know 6 10 - 4

THE VIOLENCE

Do you think the violence that has occurred on the streets of L.A.
after the King beating trial verdict is totally or partly justified, or
totally unjustified?

Totally justified

ALL

3%
WHITE

3%
BUCK

. 5%
UTINO

3%
Partly justified 21 15 32 21

Totally unjustified 75 81 58 76

Don’t know 1 1 5 -

THE ANGER

How angry would you say you are about the violence that has
occurred in recent days on the streets of Los Angeles?

All WHITE BLACK LATINO

Very angry 63% 68% 50% 63%
Moderately angry 22 19 30 22

Not too angry 7 5 6 7

Not angry at all 6 . 7 10 6

Don’t know 2 1 4 2

THE RESPONSE

Would you say the LAPD reacted too quickly to the violence that
broke out in the hours after the King beating verdict was
announced, or too slowly, or just about as they should have?

ALL WHITE BUCK UTINO

Too quickly 1% 1% 2% 1%
Too slowly 80 75 82 84

As they should 16 21 14 13

Don’t know 3 3 2 2

The Times Poll interviewed 888 residents ofthe city of Los Angeles, with a margin of error of
four percentage points in either direction.





FD-350 |Bev. 5-8*81)

•. • :J6 '

_ \ (Mount Clipping in Space Betow)

GrandJury Set

to Look Into

King Beating
Hf Inquiry: Federal investigation extends

rfo all officers who witnessed the incident.

^Motorist’s civil rights are at issue.

By RICHARD A. SERRANO and HENRY WEINSTEIN
TIMES STAFF WRITERS ,,

A federal grand jury is expected to hear testimony
today in the government's investigation into whether
four Los Angeles police officers were guilty of civil

fights violations against black motorist Rodney G.

King. • A
" Local and federal law enforcement sources said new }

BS^ {

subpoenas have been issued in the case, and a Los
Angeles Police Department source said the federal ;^|n
government is reviewing the actions of the four ^0!
.officers tried in the beating of King and of almost two
dozen other officers who were bystanders at the scene.

vi(j<
Last week, U.S. Atty. Lourdes G. Baird took the **

cq
;iinusual step of announcing that a grand jury had been ^jsc
^convened and subpoenas had been issued, but she

'

would give no further details.
:

- The LAPD source said officials of the department's
Internal Affairs and Robbery-Homicide divisions have - ^
•been asked to turn over “all tangible pieces of

|nV(
evidence" to the federal investigators, including the n^]
personnel records of all those involved, and “even
uniforms and shoes worn that night."

. con
; - Police Lt. Patrick Conmay and.Sgt. Robert Ontiver- 0^ (

two Foothill Division supervisors, have been asked
yje

io submit to FBI interrogations, the source said.

“A very broad and very comprehensive subpoena
for LAPD records dealing with the criminal and
administrative investigations of the entire Rodney

acc(
King incident” has been issued, the source also said. “I

can infer from all of this that not only is the focus on
the four defendants, but [on] all of the bystand-
ers. . . .So, that's going to scare a lot of cops.”

V A federal source said it should not be assurfied that

.the bystander officers are targets of the investigation,

;
however.

* Prosecuting the bystanders would enlarge and
complicate the case and make It more difficult to

^present to a jury, said Washington attorney Daniel
Rinzel, who oversaw more than 200 brutality prosecu-
tions during the eight years he headed the criminal

; section of the Justice Department's civil rights divi-

sion. — '
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A source close to King confirmed that the FBI has
asked his attorneys for various documents. The source

[said the federal agency wants the witness lists for

.King's pending civil lawsuit, as well as the names of

those who can account for King's actions between the

<t\me he stepped out of his car and when the
^videotaping of the incident began.

^ c Other sources said Justice Department attorneys

,-also have requested an interview with California

.Highway Patrol Officers Melanie and Timothy Singer,

-the married^couple who saw the beating of King and
testified at the Simi Valley trial.

The FBI said that it opened a federal civil rights

investigation a few days after King was beaten the

night of March 3, 1991. It said that even before the

verdicts were announced last week, it had done
’considerable wprk on the case and had interviewed

officers of the Foothill Division, which patrols Lake
yjew Terrace, where the incident took place.

I-j^The FBI already has obtained numerous LAPD
[documents about the incident, some voluntarily pro-

vided by the LAPD and others obtained by subpoena,
according to sources.



t
In addition, the FBI has' interv

.viewed many other witnesses, in-

cluding King, people who saw the

j

beating and medical personnel who
! treated King afterward.
'f Assistant U.S. Atty. Michael W.
Emmick, one of the attorneys in-

volved in the King probe, would
!not comment. Neither would As-
sistant City Atty. Linda Lefkowitz,

Jwho defends police officers in civil

[liability cases.

i. She said she is under strict

federal orders not to disclose any
portion of a -recently issued sub-

poena. :

‘Tve been told the subpoena is

not a matter of public record,” she
said. 'She also said it would be

' improper to say when any grand
’ jury session would occur.

A Los Angeles Superior Court

;
jury of six men and six women
found Officers Stacey C. Koon,
Timothy E. Wind and Theodore J.

Briseno not guilty of all charges

against them in the Simi Valley

trial.

Officer Laurence M. Powell was

.
acquitted of assault and of filing a
false police report. The jury was *

hung as to whether Powell used
excessive force, with eight mem-
bers in favor of acquittal and four

for conviction. Dist. Atty. Ira Rei-

ner has not said whether his office

will retryPowell on that charge.

U.S. Atty. Gen. William P. Barr
has said on several occasionsjLhfrta.

[federal criminal indictment could

be lodged against the four officers,

even though all but Powell were
acquitted.

The officers could be prosecuted

under a federal statute that prohib-

its unlawful acts committed “under
color of state authority,” or under
the federal law against conspiring

to violate the civil rights of any
person;

Koon’s lawyer, Darryl Mounger,
said he had not heard about the
subpoenas, but he added: “It"

doesn't surprise me.”
[Mounger lambasted Presjdent ;

""Bush for announcing the federal

probe on television in a nationwide

address Friday night He said it

would- be “a travesty of justice” if

his client and the other officers

were indicted on federal charges.
* Mounger said there was,no place

where Iris client could get a fair

trial because of all the publicity

• about Uie Simi Valley verdict-

Attorneys for Powell, Wind and
Briseno could not be reached for

comment
limes staff writer Ronald J. Ostrow

in Washington contributed to this

v story. ^ -•

L
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Passenger in King s car, sergeai

contacted by FBI for interviews

By Karen Nikos

Daily News Staff Writer

As | federal grand jury investiga-

tion irlto the Rodney King beating

continued Thursday, a passenger in

King’s car and an Los Angeles po-

lice sergeant were contacted by the

FBI for interviews, officials said.

In federal investigations, FBI

agents customarily interview sus-

pects prior to grand jurors issuing

subpoenas and before they go be-

fore grand jurors for questioning.

Sgt. Robert Ontiveros, who
worked at the Los Angeles Police

Department’s Foothill Division

when King was beaten by police

March 3, 1991, said Thursday that

the FBI called him on Tuesday.

“He wants to interview me. I said

I wasn’t opposed, but I wanted to

consult my attorney and have the

attorney present,” Ontiveros said.

“We’re duty bound anyway to free-

ly cooperate with other law enforce-

ment agencies.”

The sergeant, who now works in

the North Hollywood Division,

identified officers accused in the

King beating during their trial in

Simi Valley that ended in in acquit-

tals last week.

Attorney John BurtQn said

Bryant Allen — a passenger in

King’s car — also was contacted

Thursday by FBI agents for an in-

terview. Burton is representing Al-

ien in a civil rights lawsuit. The at-

torney said Allen had not yet

received a grand jury subpoena.

“They (FBI agents) are trying to

set up an interview with him as we
speak,” said Burton.

Ontiveros said the FBI agents al-

so told him they were planning to

interview a police lieutenant who
was a watch commander in the

Foothill Division on the night of

the King beating.

“They contacted me and told me
they were going to contact Lt. Pat

Conmay,” Ontiveros said.

Conmay testified in the trial of

four officers accused in the King

beating that Sgt. Stacey Koon re-

ported that King suffered minor in-

juries.

Conmay also testified that Koon

said he directed officers’ baton

blows at the scene because he felt

they were ineffective, at first, in

subduing King.

Last week, U.S. Attorney
Lourdes Baird said that the Los An-

geles federal grand jury seated to

investigate King had issued subpoe-

nas.

Under federal law, proceedings

and investigations by a grand jury -

are secret. The disclosure of the in-

;

vestigation by both Baird and by
j

President Bush was highly unusu-

Darryl Mounger, the attorney for

Koon — the supervising officer
;

charged in the beating— said that

he had not heard of any officers re-

ceiving grand jury subpoenas.

Daily News Staff Writer Jaxon

Van Derbeken contributed to this

l,UY
J("
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White Says

JuryWas the

Worst Possible
King case: Prosecutor contends he

did not get one person that he wanted

for the panel. But he does not think'race

played a role in the verdicts.

By HENRY WEINSTEIN
TIMES STAFF WRITER

The lead prosecutor in the trial over the beating of

Rodney G. King said Thursday that he did not get
one juror he wanted for the case that ended with the
acquittals of three police officers and the partial

acquittal of the fourth.

Deputy Dist. Atty. Terry L. White said in an
interview that the six-man, six-woman panel would
have been “a perfect jury” in a criminal case with a
civilian defendant, but could not have been worse for

a case in which law enforcement officers were
defendants.

"These jurors were very pro-law enforcement,”
based on their responses to jury questionnaires,

White said. "They were people who believe there is

this Thin blue line' separating law-abiding citizens

from the jungle—the crim-
inal element.

“They are people who
put police officers on a

pedestal. They have had

- ^ very positive experiences

police officers, even
: w^en they get a traffic

lu fact, one of the jurors

wh° was mistakenly ar-

;
>r

J rested about 20 years ago
said on his questionnaire

that he harbored no hard
feelings toward police.

1 “They were going to

side with the four officers

flsjPig j before they ever sided
Los Angeles Times with Rodney King,” White

Terry L. White The
x

jurors-io
whites, one Latino and one

Asian-American—spurned the key evidence in the

case, including the videotape of King’s beating, he
said.
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Nonetheless, he said, "I don’t want anyone to

believe we think the verdicts were racist decisions. I

have no evidence they were based on the color of the

prosecutor or the color of Mr. King.”

The 35-year-old attorney, who is black, defended

i
his key actions in the case, and those of co-counsel

Alan Yochelson and Dist. Atty. Ira Reiner—includ-
ing the decision not to call King to the witness stand.

White said he expected the jury to convict Officer

Laurence M. Powell, who administered most of the

blows to King, and Sgt. Stacey C. Koon, the

supervisor at the beating scene in Lake View
Terrace.

He said he considered it possible that Officers.

Timothy E. Wind and Theodore J.’ Briseno would be

acquitted. He felt that because Wind was a young

officer "the jurors might feel sorry for him.” And
Briseno, White noted, had criticized the conduct of the

other officers and maintained that he had tried to ?top

the beating. -

Los Angeles Times

Terry L. White

FBt/DOJ



White said he considered dropping out of the case in
December when Los Angeles Superior Court Judge
Stanley Weisberg moved the trial to Simi Valley.
When the venue was changed, White said, he realized
the jury pool would have a far greater percentage of
whites than in Los Angeles.

“I knew Ventura County is only 2% black," White
said. “I didn’t know if just by the color of my skin, I’d

be a hindrance.

“I thought about that for a week or so. Then I

thought I was being a little paranoid. I decided to stay
on the case. I never discussed it with anyone.
“My conclusion was that I’d been on this case for

eight months and that I knew the case better than
anyone else. I was the best one to try the case."
White acknowledged saying publicly that the prose-

cution could get a fair trial in Ventura County after
Weisberg announced that the case would be moyed
there. But he said it would have been impolitic to say
anything else and the statement belied private wor-
ries.

“We were concerned. We knew a lot of law
enforcement officers lived in Simi Valley," he said.

“But you don’t stand up and say ‘We can’t get a fair

trial there’ just two months before the trial is supposed
to start there."

White said he thought state law should be changed
to give prosecutors a voice in where a trial is relocated
after a judge grants a change of venue.
The original trial judge in the case, Bernard Kamins,

rejected the defense’s bid to move the trial, he noted.
Then the state Court of Appeal reversed Kamins and

said the case should be moved. The appeals court said

the King case was different than other high-profile

cases, such as the Charles Manson and Hillside

Strangler cases, because it also had precipitated a
political battle in Los Angeles.

In a separate interview, Dist. Atty. Reiner said his

office had decided not to appeal the venue ruling to the

state Supreme Court for two reasons. “Based on the

decision by the court of appeals, the chances of getting

a reversal were low, and appealing would have
resulted in a substantial delay in the trial"

White said that he and six other members of the

district attorney’s staff agonized over which potential

jurors they wanted. They reviewed responses submit-
ted by 264 potential jurors and rated them on a “l-to-5

scale, with 1 being best and 5 being worst," he said,

“There were only 27 ‘Is’ and ‘2s*. on the entire list,

and none of them got on the jury," White said. He said

he never before tried a case where he did not get any
of his preferred choices on the jury.

In fact, he said that there were so many “5s" on his

list that he wound up elevating some of them to “4s"

because he had to differentiate between potentially

bad and truly undesirable jurors.

White said that there were only half a dozen blacks

on the panel of'264 and that only a couple of them were
formally considered because of the order in which
their names came up. One black woman said she
couldn’t be fair to the officers because she had such
strong feelings about the beating.

White said that he had no second thoughts about
Reiner’s decision not to have King testify. King had
made several statements shortly after the beating that

could have been used to impeach him on cross-exami-

nation, he said.

“King said he had not been drinking, not been
speeding, had pulled over immediately when he saw
officers following him, in no way resisted . . . and that

it was not a racial incident," White said. In fact. King



had been driving well over the legal limit, was

drunk, led police on a high-speed chase and did not

immediately comply with their orders after he was

apprehended.
. , _ A .

The prosecutor said he also worried that defense

lawyers would have been able to tell jurors that King

had a criminal record.

White defended his decision not to make racial

issues a key element of the prosecution..“None of the

witnesses we talked to heard racial epithets at the

scene, he said.

"

Moreover, prosecutors could not hear racial epithets

on the videotape of the beating, even after they had

the; sound enhanced. But White acknowledged that an.

enhancement expert hired by Steven Lerman, King s

attorney in his federal lawsuit, has. said he heard a

racial epithet on the tape.

“We felt that if you introduce race as an issue and

vou don't prove race, that undermines your credibility

with the jury,” White said. “Believe me, if there had

been statements [made at the scene indicating the

beating was racially motivated] we would not have

Vi/sc-itatoH tn raise that."

Race became an issue in the trial only after an

inadvertent mistake by defense lawyer Michael P.

Stone allowed prosecutors to question his client,

Powell, about statements he had made over a police

radio just before the King beating. Powell said that had

intervened in a domestic disturbance involving a

group of African-Americans that was “right out of

'Gorillas in the Mist,’ " a reference to a movie about

African wildlife.

He declined comment on whether the district

attorney's office has decided whether to retry Powell

on the charge of using excessive force. The jury

stalemated 8 to 4 for acquittal on that count.

Prosecutors are to disclose their decision at a May 15

court hearing.
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Jurors Tell of

Angry, Bitter

Deliberations
Trial: Heated debate centered on

counts against Powell. ‘I felt he was

guilty,’ a panel member says. ‘But I

couldn’t prove it to myself.’

By SHERYL STOLBERG and MACK REED
TIMES STAFF WRITERS

It was Sunday, shortly before noon, the fourth
agonizing day of deliberations in the case of four Los
Angeles Police Department officers accused of

beating Rodney G. King, and emotions were running
high. The jurors were arguing heatedly over wheth-
er Officer Laurence M. Powell, who had been seen
worldwide on a videotape striking a prone King, was
guilty of assault with a deadly weapon.
When they finally cast their votes—a unanimous

not guilty on that count—one male juror broke down
and cried. As hard as he tried, he said, he could not
persuade himself that the blows Powell inflicted

were “likely to cause great bodily injury/' as the law^

required.

“I felt he was guilty," he said. “But I couldn't

prove it to myself, so I had a real tough time, a real

tough time putting in a not guilty vote."

In an extensive interview with The Times, this

juror—who asked not to be named—provided the
most detailed account yet of what happened inside

the small second-floor jury room in the Simi Valley
courthouse. It was there that six men and six women
met for seven days to pass judgment on Powell and
fellow officers Timothy E. Wind and Theodore J.

Briseno, and their sergeant, Stacey C. Koon.
His remarks, coupled with recent comments from

the handful of jurors who have broken a pact not to

talk, paint a portrait of a jury panel that at times
fought bitterly over Powell, which resulted in the
judge declaring a mistrial on one count, but had little

trouble deciding to acquit the other three officers. A
female juror, who also asked not to be identified,

said: “Our biggest effort was put in on Powell. . . .It

was very emotional."
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Most of the jurors have repeatedly declined
interviews, many of them frightened by the riots

that erupted in Los Angeles after their verdicts and
fearing that publicity will bring them harm. Some,
such as the male juror who asked not to be named,
have moved out of their homes. Others have
switched their telephones to unlisted numbers. One
woman was so rattled by the threats she received
that, a relative said, she is under a doctor's care and
has orders not to talk.

. On Wednesday, the Simi Valley Police Depart-
ment opened a criminal investigation into threats
made to the jurors on the King panel, as well as
threats against prospective jurors who were not
selected and people whose names are similar to,those
of the jurors. Lt. Bob Klamser said police are
working with the jurors to ensure their safety.

“It's a scary situation,” said one male juror who
declined to be identified and would not talk at

length. “You need to keep a low
profile."

The jury panel—10 whites, a
Latina and an Asian-American—
began its work on Thursday, April
23. Like everything else in the
spanking new East Valley Court-
house, the jury room had never
before been used. It was bare, save
for a table that sat 12, a television

set that had been used during the
trial to view the videotape, and the
evidence—including the batons
that Powell and Wind used against
King. The blinds were drawn, and
they remained that way through-
out the jury's discussions.

FB1/OOJ



After selecting the forewom-

an—a 65-year-old Camarillo wom-
an w.ho manages government con-

tracts for a living—the panel began

by discussing the case against Bri-.

seno and Wind. According to the

fnale juror, there was a consensus

that those cases would be easier to

resolve.

Briseno was charged with kick-

ing King once. During his testimo-

ny, he argued that he tried to

prevent the beating by pulling

back Powell’s baton and by at-

tempting to subdue King by put-

ting his foot on King’s back—rath-
er than kicking King, as - the

' prosecution alleged. Watching the

videotape in slow motion, the jury

tried to determine where Briseno’s

foot met King’s body. Was it on the

head, as the prosecution asserted?

On the neck? On the shoulder?

C^Tt wasn’t really clear enough

1 on the video to see,” the juror

said. “So we were trying to rely on

King’s movement after the kick, to

try to determine where it was.”

He said the jury decided. that

there was a “reasonable explana-

tion” for what Briseno did. And
that meant reasonable doubt that

he was guilty.

Of the four officers, Wind re-

ceived the least attention from the

jury. A rookie officer on probation

who has been fired from the force,

Wind was the only defendant not

to testify in his own behalf. The
jury believed Wind used “proper

form,” the juror said, adding: “He
only seemed to go in there and
deliver blows when King was try-

ing to rise. It looked like he was
pretty much in control.”

Friday evening, the jury took

straw votes on Briseno and Wind.

The votes were cast by secret

ballot. The decision was unani-

mous: not guilty for each officer.

But in case anyone wanted to

change his mind, the jury decided it

would not take its final vote until

deliberations were completed.

On Saturday morning, the jury

embarked on its most difficult task*,

dissecting the evidence against

Powell. The’29-year :old officer, a

3 -year veteran of the Police

Department, was accused of in-

flicting the' most baton strikes on

King. On portions of the videotape,

he is shown delivering a torrent of

blows to the King as King lay on

the ground.
: The panel began by considering

the first count: assault with a

deadly- weapon, with force likely to

produce great bodily injury. Much
of the discussion revolved around

whether King’s head injuries were

sustained as a result of the baton

strikes, as the prosecution alleged,

or as a result of his fall to the

ground, as the defense asserted.

Had King’s facial fractures been

caused by the officers’ batons, the

jury reasoned, they would have

had proof that the force was likely

to cause great bodily .injury. But
:

the jury accepted the defense ar-

gument instead.

After reviewing the tape repeat-

edly, the jurors could not tell

whether Powell had struck King in

the head—despite testimony from

CHP officer Melanie Singer, who

told the jury that she did see head

blows. The juror said: “There are

areas in the tape where you can’t

see. It’s just too blurry and it jumps

around a lot. I didn't see any direct

shots to the head.”

The debate continued all day

Saturday and into Sunday, when

the discussion grew volatile. One

juror, said juror Virginia Loya, said

that King deserved what he got.

“That was a poor choice of words,”

Loya retorted. “No one deserves to

be beaten.” Others argued vocifer-

ously that the officers were rea-

sonably in fear of King, a large man

who they believed was under the

influence of the dangerous drug

POP.

.Near the end of the debate, Loya

and another juror, both of whom
had been arguing that Powell was

guilty, changed their minds. The

last holdout was the male juror,

who said he cried as he cast his not

guilty vote. With Powell acquitted

of count one, the panel broke for

lunch.
... When they returned to the

courthouse, the jurors were too

drained to consider the second

count against Powell: assault under

color of authority. Instead they

discussed count three—whether

Powell had filed a false police

report—and quickly determined

that the errors on the report were

“minor and insignificant.”

Then the jury moved to Koon,

the sergeant who had twice stung

King with his Taser stun gun.

Although he did not inflict any

blows against King, Koon, the

supervising officer* faced the same

charges as Powell, with the prose-

cution theorizing -that if a crime

had occurred, he was guilty of

aiding and abetting. By the end of

the day Sunday, the jurors agreed

that unless they convicted Powell,

- they could not convict Koon.

O n Monday, they returned to

Powell to consider the second

count. By then, the battle lines had

been drawn. It was apparent that

on this count, the jury would be
1

hung. Nonetheless, the panel

calmly embarked on a painstaking

review of the videotape.

Those who favored conviction

identified three key areas on the

tape that, they believed, provided

proof of excessive force. The most

damaging portion, according to the

male juror, showed Powell hitting

King's legs while King “appears to

be rolling' on the ground, just

trying to avoid the blows.”
' All day long, they reviewed

these portions'and went around the

table, with each juror offering his



views as to why Powell was or was
not guilty. At the day’s end, the

vote was 9 to 3 in favor of acquittal.

At one point, Loya said, the other

jurors lambasted her for insisting

on playing the tape so many times.

"They were tired of watching,"

she said. "To me, the video was the

only thing I had to hang on to. I

wanted to see it. as much as I

could."

- Loya said the debate over Powell
was so wrenching that she prayed

‘

.and fasted for a day and a half,

hoping that God would give her the

strength to persuade the others

that the officer was guilty.

"I saw the swings," she said

Wednesday, referring to the baton
blows Powell delivered to King/
"He didn’t even take tinfe to look at

'what he was doing. To me, it was
out of control."

* The jury spent the next day,.

Tuesday, reviewing circumstantial

evidence against Powell. Much of

the discussion centered on his*

widely reported computer messag-
es, including one issued after the

beating in which he said: "Ooops, I

haven’t beaten anyone that bad in

along time." But at the end of the

day, only one juror had switched

his vote, and the jury was hung, 8

to 4.

On Wednesday, the final day of

deliberations, "the sheriffs that

were guarding us seemed edgier,

and a lot more trying to keep us

going on schedule,” the juror said.

"We all felt a little pressure, like

maybe we were expected to have

already given them something.”

In fact, there was not much more
to do. With no convictions against

Powell, the jury—by this time

"pretty emotionally wrung out,"

one source said—could not find

Koon guilty. With the final votes

tallied, there were not guilty ver-

dicts on 10 counts and a hung jury

on the 11th. At 12:30 p.m., the

forewoman sent a note to Superior

Court Judge Stanley M. Weisberg.

The jury in the matter of People

vs. Powell—as the case is officially

known—had reached a partial ver-

dict. The panel, the note said,

would await the judge’s guidance.

Staff writers Tina Daunt and Stuart.

SHversteln contributed to this article.
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‘I saw the swings,’ referring to the baton blows Laurence M. Powell

delivered to Rodney G. King. ‘He didn’t even take time to look

at what he was doing. To me, it was out of control.’

JUROR VIRGINIA LOYA
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King-case prosecutor

‘stunned’ by acquittals
By Cheryl W. Thompson
and Dawn Webber
Daily News Staff Writers

Still reeling from a jury’s decision

to acquit four LAPD officers

charged with beating Rodney King,

the chief prosecutor in the case said

Thursday that the verdicts marked

a failure of the justice system.

“I believe quite fervently that

these people were guilty, so I didn’t

ever consider the possibility that

they would be found innocent,”

Deputy District Attorney Terry

White said in an interview.
44My first reaction was that I

couldn’t believe it,” White said. “I

was stunned and sort of in shock. It

still hasn’t hit me yet. I don’t know
if it ever will.”
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White said he understands the

frustration and anger in the Afri1
,

can-American community that-

helped spark riots that raged for

days after the verdicts were an-

nounced last week.

“I don’t condone it but I can un-
^

derstand the frustration because

people feel like the government and 1

-the system let them down again, 1

:he said. . ,

'

:

“I knew if they were found not i

guilty there would be some demon-

strations White said. "But I had,

•no idea it would have led to riots.
;

A Ventura County jury last week

acquitted Los Angeles police Sgt.

Stacey Koon and officers Laurence

.

Powell, Timothy Wind and' Theo-

dore Briseno on 10 of 11 charges

; stemming from .the March 3, 199 1,

: beating of King in Lake View Ter-

race.

[ The jury deadlocked on a single

? count of excessive force against
**

Powell, and a mistrial was declared

!' on that charge. A hearing is sched-

uled for May 15 to determine,

t whether Powell should be re-tned.
;

‘ Los Angeles District Attorney Ira:

Reiner said in a separate interview

Thursday that although eight days

had passed since the verdicts, he

had not yet met with White to dis-

cuss whether to re-file charges

against Powell.

Reiner said the District Attor-

ney’s Office also has not yet ana-

lyzed the King trial to determine

what went wrong, but he declined

to blame the jury for the not-guuty

verdicts. .

“You accept verdicts, he said.

“You don’t attack the jury. I am
not going to make any sugg ^stion

that the jury was anything other

than fair as they saw it. They

brought their own judgments and

values to the jury.”

i Trial analysts have suggested that

a critical point in the trial was the

decision by Judge Stanley Weisberg

to shift it to predominantly-white

: Ventura County, rather than a

jurisdiction with a racial makeup

similar to that of Los Angeles

County.
. ,

Critics have said that the District

Attorney’s Office should have vig-

orously opposed the selection ofthe

Ventura County community of Si-

mi Valley as the site for the tnal.

Reiner dismissed that criticism.

“The prosecution has no voice,

;
none whatsoever— no standing.

l* to even participate in the decision

i as to which venue a case is to be as-

i signed,” Reiner said.

; “The law is very clear that the

- prosecution may not participate in

the discussion,” he said. “The

judge selected the venue without

any consultation with the prosecu-

tion
M

One more turning point -in the

case was the prosecution’s decision

not to put King on the stand as a



witness. White said that decision

was made by Reiner and “manage-
ment” in the District Attorney’s

Office, rather than by the trial pros-

ecutors.

“I’m just a deputy DA,” White
said. “I’m not trying to take the

blame off me and put it on Ira

Reiner, but he is the district attor-

ney and he makes the decisions.”

White said the decision to keep

King off the stand was based on

concern that defense attorneys

would try to make an issue of his

criminal history. King was on pa-

role after serving a prison term for

robbery when the beating oc-

curred.

“The rationale was if you don’t

call King (to the stand) you keep

the focus on the case and not on

.

King’s past,” White said.

“We had the video and we didn’t

need Rodney King and the liability

Rodney King was going to bring to

that case,” he said. “Looking back,

that was still a sound decision. No
question.”

During the six weeks of testi-

mony, White said he never sensed

the case was in trouble.

“It was a relatively good trial as

far as the evidence and witnesses

we called,” he said. “There is no
decision during this trial that I

would have changed.”

Asked whether he would like to

prosecute Powell a second time on
the outstanding charge, White de-

clined comment.
“That’s the DA’s job to;4alk

about decisions,” White said. *‘It’s

not my decision to make.”

He also declined to say whether

.King might be called to testify if

Reiner decides to go ahead witti a

new trial.

“I don’t want to prejudge, our
strategy on the second trial,” he

said.

White, 35, is one of 12 attorneys

in the District Attorney’s Special

Investigations Division, which
prosecutes public officials accused

of criminal wrongdoing.

The King trial was White’s first

prosecution case involving police

officers since joining the District

Attorney’s Office in 1984. He said

police officers are difficult to prose-

cute because they are respected by

most citizens.

“Police officers come into a

courtroom with enhanced credibili-

ty,” he said. “They have a different

status than your normal criminal

defendant. Jurors are reluctant to

second-guess police officers.”

In an interview with the Daily

News this week, one juror said she

and other holdouts were pressured

into going along with the not-guilty

verdicts even though She felt the of-

ficers acted improperly.

“It was like we were on trial toov”

said Virginia Loya, one of four

jurors who bdd their ground oirthe

single count against Powell, forcing

a hung jury.



6 The rationale was
|

if you don't call King

(to the stand) you

keep the focus on the

case and not on

King's past . We had ISO.tmM
the video and we

didn't need Rodney

King and the liability

Rodney King was

going to bring to that

case. ) llp^A ^S®^***
— Terry White

Chief prosecutor in the trial of four

LAPD officers accused of beating

Rodney King

pslll
""

-

Wmmk



FD-350 (Rev. 5*8*81)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

.King, Dennybeatings exhibit

similarities glaring diffetetices
f'By Lisa Pope -'/.£/

f .Daiiy'News Staff Writer ,

’

There are some striking?

I

parallels betweeri the beating of
Reginald Denny (during the Los'

f
Angeles riots this month .and?

{.the beating of ftodney King'
* during a traffic stop last.year;

'

Both incidents'were captured

'

Non videotape, broadcast repeat-
*• edly across the' country and
i used by authorities to bring;

{ criminal charge's against sus-'*

^ ;
pects>

I,.'- .And both incidents had'a ra-:
:

a.

—

ets —-* Ac

‘}Firstin^andccdsionai series

dal;component that exposed!
the country^ deep racial divi-
sions. King, an Africap-Anieri- 1

’ can, was beaten by whitej)plice;
officers; Denny/who is white/
wais ;b'eateq :bYAfricam^

' Jt .>,1^- V
-
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/ But the similarities end there, ac-

cording to officials and community

;

leaders who say that distinctions

between the two cases — and the

way they are prosecuted — will be
watched closely for signs ofunequal
treatment. *\ '

Prosecutors and legal experts say

the two cases “are like apples and
oranges” because, unlike the sus-

pects in the Denny case, the defen-

dants in the King case were officers

empowered to use reasonable force

to subdue suspects.

* “There is no question that it’s il-

legal to pull someone out of a truck

and beat him,” said Deputy Dis-

trict Attorney John Lynch, who is

:
coordinating the prosecution of

;
suspects arrested in connection
/with the riots.

“There’s nothing to analyze. You
just arrest them. The crime is

there,” Lynch said.
* “It’s much more complex when
you have police officers who have
the authority to stop people and ar-

rest people and, in the gravest
emergencies, to kill someone,”
Lynch said. “The analysis is very

different ” f ... , i

FBI — LOS ANGELES

Despite "general agreement that
Denny’s attackers should be pun-
ished, African-American leaders
say the case raises questions about
unequal justice— particularly after

the acquittals of the officers in the
King case.

'

“It will be watched very careful-

ly,” said John Mance, a national
board member of the National As-
sociation for the Advancement of
Colored People.

“A lot of people probably will

oversimplify it: ‘You know they are
going to conyict those black people.
You know they are going to contin-

ue to do it to us,’ ” Mance said.'

Ramona Ripston, executive,
director of the American Civil Li-

berties Union of Southern Califor-

nia, said convictions in the Denny
beating will resonate in the African-
American community after the ac-

quittals of the four officers charged
in the King beating.

^‘The people who beat Reginald
Denny should be punished, but the
answer really is to punish every- 1

body,” Ripston said.

FBl/DOJ



_ _ _ i

“I feel that fourblack men proba-

bly will be convicted (in the Denny
case), and the white men (in the

King case) were not,” she said.

“There’s no question that the crim-

inal justice system suffers from a

racialbias.”
'

-

Four suspects in the Denny case

were taken into custody Tuesday
— 13 days after the .beating of

Denny, who was pulled from his

tractor-trailer rig at the comer of

Florence and Normandie avenues.

.April 29 and was beaten and
fobbed. '

.

.

r
--Three of the four suspects were

•apprehended; the fourth turned

himself in. Authorities said they

'were identified by a multi-agency

’.task force that used enhanced vide-

otapes and photographs taken at

• the scene.

In the King case, the four LAPD
officers— identified from a video-

Hape, radio calls and incident re-

ports — surrendered with their at-

torneys after a Los,Angeles County

grand juryindicted them on
-

assault

and excessive force charges.

The officers were indicted nine

days after the March 3, 1991, King

beating. .

'

After a lengthy trial, they were

acquitted two weeks ago by a jury

•in Simi Valley that rejected the

prosecution’s claim that the con-

duct depicted.on the amateur vide-

otape was illegal. • . ..

The jury’s verdict— widely criti-

cized across the country— sparked

'

three days of riots in Los Angeles

that included the attack on Denny.

. “(African-Americans) are going-

to say, ‘Here we are looking at a

videotape the whole world has seen

and the jurors have said ‘That’s not

what you see,’ ” said John Crump,
|

executive director of the National

Law Association, whose 15,000'

..members are primarily African-..

American..- '•
.

“Now they have used the video- •

. tape of the truck driver being beat-

en up to arrest some individuals,”

Crump said. “That videotape is go-

ing to be introduced into court, and

_ nobody’s going to say. anything.



about it.” *

. /

George Mallory, a former city at-

torney and past president of the

'predominantly African-American
'John M. Langston Bar Association,

said there are distinct differences

between the two caseSi •

“The big difference is that any-

time you have police officers who
are acting under color of authority,

then under those circumstances,

’you probably need more evidence,”

Mallory said. ' ‘

»

\
“Under no circumstances are cit-

izens generally able to engage in

street justice,” hp said.

Mallory, who’ condemned both
beatings, said the cases would be
more comparable if the differences

.were limited to race.
* “If you told me there were four

=black police officers who took
penny out of the truck and they

were indicted faster than the offi-

cers in the Rodney King case, that

would raise some questions,” he
;said. > :

*

In the King case, federal prosecu-

tion took a back seat to the state’s

oase against the four officers. The
U.S. Attorney’s 'Office did not em-
panel a grand jury to investigate the

King case until after the acquittals

anaensuing riots. ....
In the Denny case,’ federal

charges were brought at the same
time the state filed its case, and fed-

eral agents accompanied police of-

ficers in making the arrests. : *

LAPD Chief Daryl F. Gates’
reaction to the Denny assault also,

contrasts sharply with his response

to the King beating — his distinc-

tions focusing on the men accused

in each case.
:

Gates pledged a full investigation

of the police beating of King at the

outset, but he Cautioned against'

drawing premature conclusions.

Later, Gates defended the offi-

cers, sayingthey had “lost control”

but were “not 6vil human beings.

They- do not liave shady pasts
(with) childhoods as delinquents.

These are peopl£ with,character.”
' In the Denn>| case, Gates made
the extraordinary move of accom-
panying the arrest team on Tues-
day’s pre-dawn raid. He personally

handcuffed one jof the suspects and

.described all four as “very, very vi-

cious criminals” and “hoodlums.”
“This is ah opportunity, for them

to do what they do all the time, as-

sault people, rob people, and thisT

supposed they felt allowed them
free rein,” he said. “It’s no different

from what they have been doing in

all the years they have been in
gangs.”

.

African-American leaders said

the chiefs words <and actions rein-

forced the community’s perception

that the system is weighted against

African-Americans. *’

/

“I resent it that (Gates) calls

these people hoodlums and doesn’t

call the police who beat ’Rodney
King hoodlums,” said the Rev.
Leonard Jackson of the First Afri-

can Methodist Episcopal Church.'*

*
. “It’s absurd,”Jackson said. “The
wounds in the neighborhood are

still open and you throw salt on the

, open wound and you can’t help but

react. Society’s already lost faith, in

the judicial system.” /

Troy Smith, executive director of

the Greater. Watts Justice Center,

said that African-Americans sup-

port the prosecution of people who
broke the law during the riots.

But he said the chiefs actions

reinforce a belief in the community
that justice is swift and sure when
the suspects are African-American

. and the victim is white — but not

guaranteed -when the roles -are re-

versed. A

“He wanted to make a big point

about law and order, about getting

the bad guys. But in many people’s

minds, it was because the perpetra-

tors are black and the victim was
white,” Smith said. - -

- “He’s reinforcing a double stan-

dard. Over 30 African-Americans,

were killed (in the riots), some -

vio-

lently and some looting,” Smith
said. “Why not arrest all the other

people who .killed violently?
There’s a. perception problem’

'here.”* -" aw-
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Mradally mixed urban areq

By Rene] Lynch .
-

'[ Daily Neys$taff Writer .

T - District Attorney Ira Reiner said

• Wednesday that prosecutors will

. seek a new trial against LAPD om-

Vcer Laurence Powell on an unre-

solved excessive-force charge stem-

1'ming from the beating of Rodney

i The decision on whether to grant

9 a new trial will be made by Superi-

or Court Judge Stanley Weisberg,

^who.will hold a hearing Friday at

’’the '
Criminal Courts Building in

f downtown Los Angeles.
‘

/ - IfWeisberg orders a hew trial but

Ohe defense requests a change ot

{ venue, Reiner said prosecutors will

push for.seiection ofan urban aref

with a facial mix that- is similar t<?

•Los Angeles County. - ‘

: U
‘•‘I understand' there are many

people that feel ihat to retry

Laurence Powell on this one chaise

is to reopen wounds,” Reiner said*

“My feeling is that healing begin?.:

with justice, and justice was simply

not done.”
’

'
.

,

Powell— who could face a maxjj/

:mum sentence of six years in prison

if convicted op the charge— could
;

hot be reached Wednesday. His at-

torney, Michael Stone, did not re^

turn phone, calls.
‘

After a six^eek trial,^jury in

mi Valley returned not-guilty ver-

dicts on 10 of -11 charges against

Powell and three other Los Angeles

Police Department officers charged

in the King beating.
’

'

r
The jury was split 8-4 m favor of

’.acquittal on the 1 1th count ex-

cessive force by Powell — and-

Weisberg' declared a mistrial on

that charge. -
-

,

. The acquittals prompted outrage

in the African-American communi-

ty that turned into deadly rioting in

Los Angeles. More than 50 people

were killed and 2,300 hurt in'three

-days of violence. Damage estimates

come close to $800 million and

.

. thousands ofhomes and businesses

. burned down._. *— - r
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MayorTom Bradley, who bitter-.
1

ly criticized the jury’s decision in

the first trial, praised Reiner’s deci-

sion to seek a retrial of Powell. . ’

; ;

“The decision made by the Dis-
'

trict Attorney, based on the*evi-'

dence he has, is a sound, decision,”

.Bradley said. “It- is now a matter of

.jgoing through the court process

again.”
'

.

Bradley said police and National

Guard troops are prepared to con-

front any new outbreak ofViolence

that might be triggered by develop-

ments in the case.. '
. . -

,
|

, John W. Mack, president of the

Los Angeles Urban League, said,

.“There may very well be mgre vio-

lence, but we can’t reach the point
- . . *\c w ' ."-AY.- ’

I

where an attempt at justice is not
{

made because of fear of violence.
'

f “Besides,” Mack said, “If the

:
people do the right thing, there
won’t be any violence.”

Reiner said Weisberg has the
' power to .strike down the request

|

? for a retrial and dismiss the count.
1 The judge also has the final say on
t where the trial will take place.

\ * Legal analysts have said a key
* turning point in the first trial was
. Weisberg’s decision, after a'defense

^motion .for a change of v&pue was.

f
granted, to move the racially sensi-

tive trial to predominantly white
Ventura County;"'

’

The six-mani.'six-woman jury
contained 10 whites, one Latino
and one Asian-American.

.

Reiner has been criticized for not
emphasizing his opposition to the-
choice ofVentura County— which
Weisberg said was more convenient.-
and less expensive than a move to*

another option, Alameda County, *

whose racial makeup is similar to
that of Los Angeles. - i

If a change of venue is consid-j
ered again,' Reiner said, “we will

'

:
;once again argue as strenuously as

f;we possibly can that the case be
l sent to an urban county.”

i Reiner sai<^that if a new trial is_

- granted, he wfijl go with the same J

l
prosecutors who handled the first

:
trail — Terry White and Alan Yo-
chelson. j , , ^

But WHi^/thd chfef prosecutor,
in .the first trial, said 'Wednesday
that he hasn’t been asked'to handle
4he retrial ^ and is not sure he
wants to. ’

.

‘

“No one’s asked me if I want to

do this again,” he said. “If there’s

going to be a change of venue, I

don’t know if I want to spend three

months away from my family.

That’s quite a burden on therm”

Reiner said it has not been decid-
’

ed-whether King would be called to

testify during a retrial. The beating

victim was not called* during the

first trial — a prosecution strategy

that was criticized after the verdicts

,

V *- \ . _ t * / « ^
, - ”

I

wereretumed. *
.

Robert Neubauer, co-counsel in

King’s civil suit against the LAPD,
praised the decision to retry Powell

but expressed concern that a new
trial would delay the civil case,

especially if the officers face an-

other criminal trial in federal

court.

“Obviously we feel (Powell) is

guilty and should be retried but Mr.

King wants this put behind him,”

.Neubauer said. “We believe justice

will not be done until all four offi-

cers are convicted.”

The U.S. Attorney’s Office is

conducting a federal investigation

that could lead to criminal charges

of violating King’s civil rights

against all four officers.

After the officers were acquitted «

in Simi Valley and rioting broke

out in Los Angeles, President Bush
ordered a federal grand jury em-
paneled to, consider evidence
against the four officers.

Los Angeles U.S. Attorney
Lourdes Baird said that FBI agents

.

began investigating the King beat-

ing the day after it occurred on
March 3, 1991, but put the case on
hold after a county grand jury an-

nouncedindictments. *

*
. Baird said 67 federal: attorneys

are now working on the' base and
are ^mov^ng as quickly a$ possi-

, bfe.” , r

,

Daily
K

News-Staff*Writers Karen
I Nikos, Rick Orlov and Cheryl W.

t

^Thompson contributed to this story. -j
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Prosecutor WillAsk

* Retrial ofan Officer

In Los Angeles Case

i
By SETH MYDANS

Special to The New York Times

LOS ANGELES, May 13 — District

Attorney Ira Reiner said today that he
would seek a retrial of one of the four

police officers acquitted in the video-

taped beating of Rodney G. King. Mr.
Reiner said he would press for a trial in

an urban setting, instead of the mostly

|

white suburban county where the first

trial was held.

The district attorney said he would
ask a judge on Friday to approve a new
trial for the officer, Laurence M. Pow-
ell, on the charge of using excessive*

force as a police officer. It was that

charge that deadlocked the jury that
- acquitted Officer Powell and three co-

defendants on April 29 of assault and
related charges.

Second Trial Likely

“Generally, the vast majority of the

time, when we go into court to seek a
retrial, the judge grants it,” said Sandi
Gibbons, a spokeswoman for Mr. Rei-

ner.

The acquittals touched off two days
of rioting in which 58 people were
killed. No charges have yet been filed

in the deaths, but on Monday the police

arrested four people who they said had
been involved in an assault on a truck

driver, Reginald Denny, that was vid-

eotaped by news crews on the first day
of rioting.

If Mr. Powell is tried again, it would

likely result in parallel trials involving

the two videotaped beatings, which

have become focal points for racial

tensions. The officers who beat Mr.

King, a black motorist, are white; the
|

men who beat Mr. Denny, a white truck

driver, are black.

In the first case, city officials ex-

pressed concern today that another
acquittal could result in more violence,

and they expressed hope that an urban
jury would convict Mr. Powell.

In the second case, Mr. Reiner said
today that he would file multiple
charges against the men who were
'seen in news broadcasts beating Mr.

'

Denny.

[

Three of Ihe men,* arrested in ’pre-

|

dawn raids, will be charged Thursday
with attempted murder, aggravated
mayhem, torture and second-degree
robbery, with a “special allegation”
that the crimes were committed with
intent to promote criminal gang activi-

ty, he said. Under California laws, a
special allegation allows increased ,

penalties for felony convictions.
*

All three men, Damian Williams, 19

:

years old, Henry Watson, 27, and An-

j

toine Miller, 20, face life in prison.

Mr. Reiher said the fourth man,
IlGary Williams, 34, would be charged

I with second-degree robbery and would 1

i face a maximum of seven years in
j

'prison. 1

Federal Charges Filed
i

In addition, United States Attorney
j

Lourdes Baird said a Federal com-

!

plaint was filed today against the first

j

three men for willful interference with :

, interstate commerce, which could 1

bring a maximum ,sentence of 20 years 1

in prison and a $250,000 fine. She said 1

other Federal charges might be added
later, most likely involving violations

,

of civil rights and riot-related charges. !

A Federal grand jury is also review-
ing evidence against the four police

|

officers to determine whether they will

face civil-rights charges in the beating
of Mr. King.

Ms. Baird said that hearing could
take some time because it includes a
review of about 15,000 pages of tran-
script from the original trial.

,
She acknowledged that the Federal

case could have moved forward more
j
quickly if investigations had begun im-j

mediately after the incident, as they)
have in the Denny beating case. But I

she said it is standard procedure for

!

Federal prosecutors to let local agen-

!

cies proceed first.
1

In cases involving the riots, she said,

a joint Federal-local task force of about
100 investigators had been formed to

pursue charges. __
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“Some critics, particularly in the poor
neighborhoods of South-Central Los
Angeles where most of the rioting took

place, raised questions of a class or

racial double standard.

At a news conference with Ms. Baird,

Mr. Reiner spoke with contempt of the

four black defendants. Pointing to a

picture of the beating and referring to

Damian Williams, Mr. Reiner said,

“Here he is doing his little Crip dance
after he has thrown a brick in the face

of Reginald Denny."
The police have linked Mr. Williams

i and his companions to the 8-Trey Crip
street gang.

In an interview at her home today,

Mr. Williams' mother, Georgina Wil-

liams, a nurse, said her son was the

victim of a double standard.

believe there was quite the flight risk in

the King case, with the police officers,

as there is in this case."

Ms. Baird said she did not believe

there is a racial element in the parallel 1

cases, noting that Mr. Denny was taken

to a hospital by four black people after

the beating.

The racial element, however, was

very much on the minds of critics of the

acquittals in the King beating, who said ,

the verdict reflected the attitudes oi
|

the mostly white jury in the Ventura

County suburb of Simi Valley.

If there is another trial for Mr. Pow-

1

ell, a court spokeswoman said, it would
j

be held outside Los Angeles County,
j

under the original trial's change-of-

venue order. But the spokeswoman, i

Janice Luder, said the case would not
j

J

necessarily be heard again in Ventura i

“He called my son a hoodlum and he
called my son a robber," she said of

Police Chief Daryl F. Gates, -who told a

news conference Tuesday he had per-

sonally arrested Mr, Williams. “But he
didn't call the policemen any names
when they beat up Rodney King. We're
humans too."

She also said she was upset that her
son was being held in custody today
even though no charges had been filed,

“Did they arrest the police when
they bet up Rodney King? Did they
keep them locked up? Why are these

kids locked up?" she said.

Addressing this issue at the news
conference, Ms. Baird said, “I don’t 1

wuuiy. ,

Mr. Reiner said an effort would be !

made to find a jury whose ethnic make-

up would more closely reflect the popu-

lation of Los Angeles.

“We urged that it be sent to an urban

county that, in some way aLTeakt, is

similar to Los Angeles County," he

said.
.

However, he said he believed it

would be be possible for the four men
j

arrested in the Reginald Denny beating
j

case to receive a fair trial in Los Ange- ;

les County. \ ;

Three Others Sought
I

Investigators were also attempting
|

to identify three other men who can be
,

seen in the television news footage, Mr.
j

Reiner said. They include a man who .

smashed a large white object -over Mr.

Denny’s head,' a man who hit him on

the head with a hammer and a man 1

,
carrying a shotgun who fired once but

(

did not hit Mr. Denny, then drove off on

a motorcycle.
‘

\

Mr. Reiner said there were about 10
j

other victims of violence at the same

intersection — Normandie and Flor-

ence Boulevards — in the first minutes

of the rioting. .

“In many cases we do not have evi-

dence, we do not have suspects," he

said. “I would certainly question th§ '

suggestion that there is videotape that

shows a more* violent, an uglier act of

violence than this." _____
y—



Bart Bartholomew for The New York Times

The search warrant used by the Los Angeles police in the arrest of one

of four people in the beating of the truck driver at the start of the Los

Angeles rioting was held yesterday by the suspect’s mother, Georgia

Williams. Her son, Damian, 19, will face attempted-murder charges.
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|Law, Not Unrest, Seen Guiding

Weisberg on Potyell Retrial Ruling

! By SHERYL STOLBERG
|;T1MES STAFF WRITER • .

|
"V T ow, the spotlight shifts to Stanley

l\l M. Weisberg.
^1 From March to April, Weisberg

f served as the Superior Court judge in the

fc 'Eo'dney G. King beating case. The bald-
^

r ing, bespectacled jurist presided over the

*

\ sometimes heated proceedings with a

!

£aense of cool- detachment, like an owl .

{^peering out from the limbs of a distant
t

jtree/. . .

“

Today, with the city still reeling from

the riots sparked by the outright acquit-,

jtdl of three of the four Los Angeles police-

officers accused in the beating, Weisberg ,

takes center stage. : v - :
' r

- '

It will be up to him to decide whether

to grant a request from prosecutors to

.,retry Laurence M. Powell, the 29-year-

tdld-jofficer who is shown on. an amateur,

^videotape delivering the most blows to

\ the black motorist. The jury deadlocked

pon one count against Powell, voting 8 to 4,

in favor of acquittal. /

t In ordinary times, Weisberg's task

would be ari easy one. A prosecutor asks

for a retrial; the judge—unless he feels

strongly that it is not in the Interest of

justice to go forward—says yes. But these
,

are hardly ordinary time's.
‘

*

Instead, Weisberg must make -his rul-

ing against the backdrop of the riots. He
will no doubt consider, as Los Angeles

County Dist. Atty. *Ira ’Reiner noted

Wednesday, that to ;retry Powell in

post-riot Los ‘ Angeles , "'would , reopen

.some very painful wounds.” <
. 4

And he "mu§Nalso know that some

_ consider him partly responsible for
^

the outcome of the first case because of
"
his decision to.transfer the trial to largely

white Ventura County. There, a jury of 10 -

whites, an Asian-American and a Latina

rendered not .guilty verdicts on 10 of 11

counts. . .
. .

*

Yet if -past performance is \any guide,

Weisberg will rule by the law and the

law alone. He will act cautiously, conser-

vatively and in a manner unlikely to get

,

him wrapped up in the political fray.
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nr" 1

r “He's not going to aggravate a
"

delicate situation," said Bradley -

’Brunon, a prominent Los Angeles *

^defense attorney, “He is a very
[thoughtful man. liejs very intelli-

gent and he will follow the law, blit ?

• he’ll do it in such a way that it will*

}be understood that it is the law that

\is compelling whatever actions he.

Hakes, and not any public outcry or
political correctness.”

* - ; •

1

f Although -thefe is no -way to'

/predict how—or when—the judge

"might rule,’ Several lawyers -inter-

viewed said that likely he will

'permit the retrial "based* on the

"district attorney’s argument that

there is “compelling" -evidence
against Powell.

.unclear. Weisberjg’s decision to

move the case to Ventura County,

pyer the objection -of prosecutors

* wlio sought a more racially mixed,

urban location, has since come
under scrutiny.
V* ^

^

' - V

S ome critics say Weisberg must
bear at least partial responsibil-

ity for the verdicts. As a result of

the King case, legislators in two
’ states—California and New Jer-

sey—are proposing laws that
would require demographics to be
considered in -cases involving ;a

change of venue.
* ~ r \ t*

." iJ'Talk about looking for scape-

goats!" KlausnersaicL “People now
say maybe he!s to blarae. ^ J, „ BuLI r

v—can’t See how you can say he bears
!

Powell’s defense lawyer, IB- rayi^pqpsibility;

-chael Stone, would not comment^^j3^wyers such as Brunon and

1 And as he has throughout the trial, : ^Cynthia McClain-Hill, an attorney

/Weisberg declined to be inter-

•viewed. •

r
.» During his four-year career on
*the Superior Court bench, Weis-

.

berg has handled.a series of high-

Sprofile cases, 'including the sensa-
r

tional Laurel Canyon murders, the

jtrial of an LAPD officer once
^dubbed “the most corrupt cop in

L.A.," the retrial of the long-run-
ning McMartin Pre-School moles

-

station case and the King case.

Lawyers and judges say he has
distinguished himself as an in-

dependent, dignified jurist who.can
make difficiilt calls without offend-

ing anyone,, and—perhaps more
Important—without putting him-

. .‘Self at the center.of attention. -

t
“It’s a real tough position to/be

in, and particularly tough with all

the pressurethat is exerted. -And
it’s not over. But I can’t think of
any judge that I would have any
more confidence in,” said Superior 4

Court Judge Gary Klausner, who
as a supervising judge selected

.Weisberg to handle the King case.

With his serious, businesslike

demeanor, Weisberg unexpectedly
“won many fans amongthe viewing

'

public during the King dfee, which .

was televised gavel to gavel. One
viewer phoned the network carry-

ing the trial to say she thought'

^Weisberg should serve on the Su-
preme Court. lAnd on one day late

,in the trial, a .gaggle .of court,

watchers offered their favorable

^assessments.
'

r “Oooh, he’s lovely,” cooed one

pfan, Mary from Encino, who would
fnot give her last name. “He looks

lyevy quiet,’ but boy, he’s thinking

?up there,
1

‘

U Whether the public opinion of'

Weisberg has diminished since the

who served as a television com-
mentator during the King case, say

Weisberg; emerged from the trial

with his reputation intact.

McClain-Hill, who publishes a po-

litical* newsletter geared to the

black~ community, had
.
glowing

praisqiorthejurist.
; , «,

- “He was exemplary” she said.

“It was a shining moment for the

state' judiciary. ... I think he
comes out of this pretty much
unscathed, and rightly so. He is one
part of .this case that worked
flawlessly.” ;

* *
'

•

the son of an EastLos Angeles
sheet-metal worker, Weisberg
spent 18 years as a Los Angeles

County prosecutor, handling such
high-powered cases as the suc-

cessful prosecution of Marvin Pan-
coast for murder in the slaying of

Vicki Morgan,distress of the late

business tycoon Alfred Blooming-
dale. The 48-year-old jurist was
appointed.to theMunicipal Court in

1986, and was elevated to the

Superior Court in 1988.

He has a reputation as a no-

notisense judge who runs an effi-

cient court. That .is one reason

Klausner selected him to handle

theKing case. j
*

J When Weisberg took over,' the

case was in disarray. The previous

trial judge, Bernard J,Kamins, had
been thrown oft, the case by an
appeals court, which criticized Ka-

,

mins for giving the appearance of
bias and for drawing too much
attention to himself, Although .a

change ofvenue had been granted,

pobody knew where-^or when—
the trial would be held;

Once in charge, Weisberg moved
with dispatch. Within hours of his

appointment, ‘ he . met ih closed

chambers with prosecutors and
werdicts iyere, issued April 29 is defense lawyers, aridannounced in

j^n court that the trial Would *

^Bier be held in Orange, Alameda
pTVentura counties. That was on a

^Friday. By the next Tuesday, a

jtrial date was set and Ventura was
^picked as the site. . ; .

'

Controlling the courtroom is a

‘hallmark of Weisberg’s judicial

style.' ,When he agreed that the

•trial could be televised, he insisted

•on a 15-second delaytuition so that
:

he could bleep out anything he

•deemed inappropriate for the

.viewers, such as shots of the jurors.
:He did not use the button, howev-
er, when one of the defendants

juttered a four-letter word during

ihis testimony. ,
- '

; t /
T. _ Zr

' S - > *
*

'

*

And when Weisberg noticed

spectators nodding off in the

back of the courtroom, he ordered

that the temperature be turned

down so that the jury would stay

awake. It was so cold that specta-
' tors began wearing hats and gloves

, and some people—including the

judge—got sick. t

On the bench, Weisberg is som-
ber and reserved. Although some
lawyers complain that he is 4 cold ,

and humorless, he has a dry wit

that emerges infrequently, more
often outside the presence ofjuries.

But Weisberg shows little toler-

ance for flamboyant sideshows and

less for attorneys whom he be-

. lieves have stepped out of line.

; During the retrial of McMartin

Pre-School teacher Ray Buckey,
* Weisberg issued an angry rebuke
‘ to Reiner, declaring in open court

^

that Reiner had improperly at-

tempted to talk privately with the

'judge. Reiner said later that the

judge had misinterpreted his ac-

tions. '

j
Weisberg’s no-nonsense sensi-

,
bilityalso emerged before the start

j
ofthe McMartin retrial, when de-

. lense lawyer Danny Davis told the

judge
1

that he required back sur-

gery that would delay the proceed-

ings. In a move that many lawyers

would have found insulting, Weis-

*berg refused to take Davis’ word
pnd ordered the attorney to under-

|

go an independent medical exami

—

hation. The result^avis-tfegan

physical therapy, and the trial

went on as scheduled.

< And when the McMartin case—
the largest, longest and costtiest

criminal trial in U.S. history—was,

finally over, Weisberg resisted the

temptation to pontificate. “All

right, that’s it,” he said. “That:

completes this case.” *

JU the end of the King trial,

Weisberg was equally—and char-

acteristically—straight. He -

thanked the jurors for their time,

asked prosecutors to make a deci-

sion on whether to retry Powell;

and schftdnled a hearing for today.

L
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they intend to argue in favor of*

that, as they, did before the first’

trial.

But defense lawyer Michael
Stone, who represented Powell
during the first trial, said he would
prefer “any other place on Earth”
to Los Angeles as the site for a

retfial.

“Getting a fair trial in the state

of California is going to be prob-

lematic,” Stone told reporters at an
impromptu news conference in the

courthouse hallway. “Getting a fair

trial in the county of Los Angeles, I

think, is going to be next to impos-
sible.”

Powell will be retried on a single
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count of assault under color of

authority, with a special allegation

that he used force likely to produce
great bodily injury. If convicted, he
faces a maximum of six years in

prison.

Friday’s decision was greeted

with praise from Mayor Tom Brad-

ley and relief from other black

leaders, who say they hope it is the

first step toward healing the city

after the devastation from the riots

and looting of 214 weeks ago.

But for some, the relief was
tempered with anger. They were
quick to compare the videotaped

beating of King to another, more
recent videotaped beating with ra-

cial overtones: the assault on white

truck driver Reginald 0. Denny,
which occurred as the riots broke
out. This week, four young black

men were charged in the Denny
case.

“If that medium [videotape] is

good enough to arrest four black

men,” said state Sen. Diane Watson
(D-Los Angeles), “it is certainly

good enough to get justice for

Rodney King. We’re waiting to see

if justice is indeed blind, and not

colorblind.”

Others, among them Joe Hicks,

executive director of the Southern

Christian Leadership Conference,

said the healing will not begin

unless the U.S. Justice Department
brings criminal charges in the case

i

The department is investigating

whether Powell and the three

other officers violated King’s civil

rights.

“We certainly applaud the at-

tempt to bring Mr. Powell to jus-

tice,” Hicks said, “but we think

that it is only one part of the puzzle

around this Rodney King situation.

What needs to happen now is the

Justice Department needs to step

up to the plate. . . . There are still

three other officers who the whole
world saw beating Mr. King who
are walking about on the streets,

vindicated.”

Powell’s three co-defendants—

Sgt. Stacey C. Koon and Officers

Theodore J. Briseno and Timothy
E. Wind—were acquitted April 29

of all counts against them, after a

trial in Simi Valley that lasted 214

months. Powell was acquitted of

two counts, but the jury dead-

locked 8 to 4 in favor of acquittal on

a third count of assault under color

of authority.

Friday's hearing marked the

first public appearance by the 29-

year-old officer since the verdicts

were issued. The proceedings were

held under tight security, with four

sheriff’s deputies standing guard

and bulletproof glass separating

Powell, the judge and the attorneys

from spectators, who were re-

quired to walk through a metal

detector before entering.

Camera crews and reporters

packed the hallway outside the

courtroom, waiting for a glimpse of

Powell. But the accused officer—

who is suspended from the force

and remains free on $30,000 bail-

skirted them by entering and leav-

ing through a back door. Looking

tired, Powell made no remarks in

court except to agree to waive his

right to a trial within 60 days,

During Friday’s hearing, Deputy

Dist.* Atty. Alan Yochelson told

Weisberg that the prosecution was

ready to proceed with the case

against Powell, who is shown on an

81 -second amateur videotape de-

livering the most blows to King.

Earlier in the week, Los Angeles

County Dist. Atty. Ira Reiner had

announced that his office would

seek a retrial because of compel-

ling evidence against Powell— in

particular the videotape.

But defense lawyer Stone, who
indicated that he might not repre-

sent Powell in the second trial,

asked the judge to dismiss the case.

He argued that there is no reason

to believe a second jury would vote

to convict Powell and that in any

event, no jury could give the officer

a fair trial in light of the riots and

the threats that have been made
against jurors in the first trial.

^r? ven if a new jury were

Xj persuaded that the prosecu-

tion had failed in its effort to prove

the truth of the charge beyond a

reasonable doubt,” Stone told the

judge, “it is probable that they

would convict anyway in order to

avoid risks to their own personal

safety, a great deal of condemna-

tion from the community, and the

risk of sparking another series of

riots in urban centers across the

United States."

Yochelson replied: “We cannot

simply throw up our hands and

refrain from prosecuting this mat-

ter simply because there is wide-

spread public interest."

Lawyers for both sides are due

back in court Friday to discuss

where the trial might be held. The
first trial was moved out of Los

Angeles County after an appeals

court ruled that the officers could

not get a fair trial because of

pretrial publicity and the political

fallout after the King beating.

Weisberg noted that with the

extensive television coverage of

the first trial, jurors in ail parts of

the state have been exposed to

publicity about the case. And, he

said, with the city about to get a

new police chief and an election on

police reforms two weeks away,

the political climate in Los Angeles

has changed considerably since the

appeals court ruling.

If the judge decides to move the

case back to Los Angeles, it is

likely the defense would appeal. At

a news conference after the hear-

ing, Reiner said prosecutors will

argue vigorously to keep the trial

in Los Angeles, or in an urban

setting if the venue is changed.

But Reiner declined to discuss

specifics of the prosecution strate-

gy for the second trial. During the

first trial, prosecutors did not call

King to the witness stand, a move
that has drawn widespread criti-

cism of Reiner, who made the

decision. Nor was there any testi-

mony from citizens who witnessed

the beating from apartment balco-

nies fronting the Lake View Ter-

race site.

Reiner on Friday refused to say

whether he will tap new prosecu-

tion witnesses now available: the

acquitted officers. Briseno, testify-

ing in his own defense during the

first trial, drew particular attention

when he said he tried to stop

Powell from beating King and that

he “thought the whole thing was

out of control."

Although the district attorney

said prosecutors will consider call-

ing additional witnesses, the un-

derlying trial strategy will remain

unchanged. “Essentially," Reiner

said, "it will be the same trial, and
j

the fundamental evidence in this i

case will be that videotape.” J





BjJDBET SUPPLEMENT FOR FRIDftY, JUNE 19
, V

^ City News Service ^ *

8 5 3© a. m. CIVIC CENTER - ft pretrial hearing is set for Persian Gulf War
veteran John Louis Rex, who is accused of murdering Channel 13 news
engineer Jeffrey Webreck. Dept* 105, Criminal Courts Building, £10 W.
Temple St. Contacts (£13) 974-57£3.

8s30 a. m. CIVIC CENTER - Sentencing is set for Makeitha Christon, who
pleaded guilty to murdering a black Republican activist and mother of two
and robbing and murdering a man. Dept. 105, Criminal Courts Building, £10
W« Temple St. Contact: (£13) 974-57£3.

8:30 a. m. VPN NUYS - ft preliminary hearing is set for Steven Carl Leigh,
a purported satanist accused of raping and murdering two women in Pacoima.
Dept. 133, San Fernando Courthouse, 900 Third St. Contact: (818) 898-£418.

VftN NUYS - ft pretrial
Officer Laurence Powell, who is
in the beating of motorist Rodn
expected to conclude discussion
session the disciplinary hearin
the first trial. Seating in the
basis. One TV camera and two st
Courtroom Television Network wi
organizations; Reuters and the
for the print media. Dept. P, V

Contact: (£13) 974-5785.

hearing is se
accused of as

ey King. Court
about whether

gs scheduled f
courtroom is
ill photograph
11 provide poo
Los ftngeles Ti
an Nuys Superi

t for Los ftngeles police
sault under color of authority
officials say the hearing is
the LftPD should hold in open

or three officers acquitted in
on a first—come, first—serve
ers will be allowed inside.
1 coverage for all TV
mes will provide pool photos
or Court, 6£30 Sylmar ftve.

9 a. m. WESTWOOD - The University of California Board of Regents will
conclude a two-day meeting. James West Center, UCLft campus, 405 Hilgard
ftve. Press room in second level of Hall of Fame in J. D. Morgan Center;
parking available near James West Center. Contact: Michael J. ftlva, UC,
(510) 987—9£00.

11 a. m. LOS ftNGELES - The Los ftngeles Society for the Prevention of
Cruelty to ftnimals will hold a mobile adoption for dogs and cats. Broadway
Plaza, Seventh and Flower streets. Contact: Julia Fishel, (£13) 730-5317.

11 a. m. COMMERCE - Members of the Perot for President Petition Committee
will deliver signed petitions from Los ftngeles County voters to the
Registrar-Recorder’ s Office. 5777 Ferguson Drive. Contact: Gene Waldman or
ftike Ruppert, Peroir ^campaign, (818) 784-7877.

Noon LOS ftNGELES - The Fashion Institute of Design and Merchandising
will hold its i£th annual luncheon and fashion show. Westin Bonaventure
hotel, 401 S. Flower St. Contact: Katie Mace, FIDM, (£13) 6£4-i£00, ext.
£00£.

Noon CENTURY CITY -** South Korean Prime Minister Chung Won-Shik will be
the keynote speaker at a meeting of the Los ftngeles World ftffairs Council.
His topic will be ''The New Dynamism in Northeast ftsia and the Prospects
for Unification of the Korean Peninsula.’’ J. W. Marriott hotel, £151 ftvenue
of the Stars. Contact: (£13) 6£6-£333.

3 p. m. LOS ftNGELES - The Ministers Coalition for Peace will hold a
meeting at Crenshaw High School. Group members will meet with honor
students to discuss the aftermath of the riots and the gang truce. School,
5010 E. 11th ftve. Contact: Rev. Roderick Ewell, MCP, (310) 5i£-8675.

8 p. m. LOS ftNGELES - The first of five shows scheduled for this
weekend’s fund-raiser, ''Save the Ebony Showcase Theater,’’ will be held.
Comdian Lester Barrie will emcee. 47£0 W. Washington Blvd. Contact: Sonja
Rice, PR, (£13) 737-44E9; theater, (£13) 936-1107.
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By MftRY DUftN
City News Service
LOS ftNGELES (CNS) — The lawyer Tor' at policeman accused of beating Rodney

King in Cake View Terrace in 1991 said -today he will ask an appeals panel
-to move The trial out of Los Angeles County.

' ' I don’ t know how any juror in This tease ... can say with a straighT
•face ThaT he can be -fair' ... knowing That his life may be ThreaTened, 9 9

said aTTorney Michael STone, who represenTs Laurence Powell, 30.
An assault under color' o f auThoriTy counT againsT Powell was The only

charge a Si mi Valley j ury -failed To agree upon Apri 1 £9) . Powell, as wer'e
his Three co-defendant s, was acquiTTed of The other counTs.

STone said a '
' Sant a Clara CounT y jury is just noT (going To be) as

involved in This case as a Los Angeles CounTy jury (would), because The
case sTarTed here ... This is where most o f The rioTing occur'r'ed. 9 9

He said he has been working on The appellaTe moTion, buT ThaT iT could
be several weeks before iT is -filed.

STone said his motion would eiTher ask The appeals panel To order The
trial moved out of This counTry, or' To bar' Los Angeles Superior Court Judge
ST an ley Weisberg from convening The trial in Los Angeles.

I -f STone wer'e To prevail wiTh such a moTion, The DistricT ATTorney’ s
Office likely would appeal To The sTaTe Supreme CourT.

The defendant 9 s father, Edwin Powell, said This case possibly could wind
up before The U. S- Supreme CourT some day.

' 'Given sTatemenTs made by The president. The mayor' and other
pol iT icians, I don’T see how iT 9 s possible ThaT my son will geT a fair
trial anywhere in The counTry, 9 9 he said. ' ' I want a fair defense -for' my
son.- 9 9

The sTaTemenTs from The faTher and oThers came -following a brief
preT rial hearing This morning -for' Powell, who -faces a single counT of
assault under' color' o-f auThoriTy •for' The March 3, 1991, assault on King.

During a session in Weisberg’ s chamber's This m owning. The parTies —

-

including DepuTy CiTy Attorney ArThur Walsh agreed ThaT pol ice Board of
Rights hearings would be open To The public, unless evidence involving
Powell’s so-called ''compelled sTaTemenTs” was introduced.

Compelled statements are Those in which an officer is forced To answer
quest ioning by police inTernal affairs invest igaT ors, or' -face firing.
Because The sTaTemenTs are forced, They Technically are in violation o*f The
U. S. Con sT iT uT i on 9 s FifTh Amendment againsT self-incrimination and cannoT
be used in courT.

AlThough Powell’s Board o-f RighTs hearing would noT be held before his
criminal trial, his staTemenTs could be v'aised during The Board o-f RighTs
hearings for' Two of his former co-defendanTs, BgT. STacey Koon and Officer'
Ted Briseno. Former co-defendant TimoThy Wind was fired afTer The King
beating, because he was a probaTioner and did noT have The same employment
proTection accorded full-fledged officer's.

DepuTy DisTricT ATTorney Terry WhiTe, who prosecuTed The f irsT case
involving Powell, want ed To keep The Board of RighTs hearings involving
Powell’ s forced sTaTements closed.

''His compelled sTaTemenTs could impair our' ability To geT a fair'
Trial, 9 9 Wh ite said.

' 'When an officer' is broughT in. The Police DeparTmenT can force him To
Talk. Say, for example, (Powell) admiTted guilt in This case which I

doubT he did we can 9 T use Those statements. BuT if Those sTaTemenTs are
broadcast , They could reach potential jurors and J~e o pardi 2: e our chance aT
retrial, 9 9 WhiTe said.

STone agreed The hearings should be closed, if his clienT’s staTemenTs
are introduced.

' 'My inTeresT is now in avoiding any more pretrial publiciTy concerning
The inTeresT s of This case, 9 9 he said. ,' 'No matter what iT is, good
evidence or bad evidence ... any proceeding in This case is still a cause
for inTense public inTeresT. 9 9

The Board of RighTs hearings for Koon and Briseno will be open.
STone was unsure how poTenTial federal indlctmenTs might affecT Today’s

agreement

«

In The pasT, he said, when a federal indicTmenf was handed down againsT
a police officer. The Board of RighTs hearings Trad iT i ona 1 1 y were posTponed
pending resolution of The federal case.

He said Powell has noT been subpoenaed by The federal grand Jury
invesTigaTing The King beaTing, nor has The FBI inTerviewed him.

'
' I undersTand a loT of wiTness officers aT The (King) incidenT have

been subpoenaed, and before They TesTify They are inTerviewed intensely by
a Team of FBI agents and federal prosecutors, 9 9 he said. ' 'Mr. Powell has
noT been inTerviewed by The FBI, nor will he be, because They have no way
To compel him. 99

Weisberg set a sTaTus conference for Aug. ~7 in Van Nuys Superior CourT.

CiTy News Service 10:35 6/19/199t!
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LAPD Hearings in King
Case to Be Open
Police: Public will be admitted a

to disciplinary proceedings for ct

officers charged in beating. Some .

^

coerced statements may be kept —
private because ofPowell’s

pending retrial.
'

By LESLIE BERGER,
TIMES, STAFF WRITER

Disciplinary hearings for the Los Angeles

police officers involved in the Rodney G. King

beating may be public, except for coerced

statements that Officer Laurence M. Powell _
.

gave department investigators that might finished. But the disciplinary hearings of

jeopardize -his pending retrial, a judge ruled Briseno, Koon and six other officers, who.

.
-- witnessed the beating may proceed, Weisberg

The-'technical decision by Superior Court ruled in Vaii Nuys Superior Court.
' "

/

J

Judge Stanley M. Weisberg marks a compro- During the disciplinary proceedings,,known

mise among prosecutors, a city attorneyand f Board ofRights hearings, the officers wiU

Powell’s defense lawyer and is designed to face
.

* variety of misconduct charges and

prevent any of Powell’s: statements-which P°ss*blf
:
pumshmeht ranging, from repn-

were made 'under threat of being fired-from mands to being fired. The hearings, similar to-

taintinghis criminal case,.attorneys said...-, .

a military cpurt-martial operate separately

.

Poweli,,29; StiUfac4s one cbunbdf excessive l

and unto different rules from civil and

force under the color of authority for his role I
™naj court proceedings m alleged police

in the March 3,1991, beating of Kihg, a black misconduct cases They were ordered closed

motorist and coiivicted robber who had led to-the-media and the pubhc by Superior Court

police on a high-speed chase.
J
t

udf Bernard Kamms last year before the

He and the othbr three officers who stood- start ofthelirst tnal in Simi Valley,

trialinthecase—Sgt. Stacey C: Koon, Officer. T'Veputy City Atty. Arthur Walsh asked

Theodore J. Briseno and-probationary Officer- JL' Weisberg to reverse the earlier ruling,

Timothy E. WihcL-were acquitted April 29, saying that Board of Rights hearings are

on 10 of 11 counts in the beating. But the jury usually conducted in the open, .that
4

the

of 10 whites, a Latina and an Asian-American accused officers prefer them that way and

deadlocked on the remaining count against that the city does not want to be accused of

(Irtfcst* p*Qe, nam« of

new*p«per, city *nd stato.)
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Powell.

|

Powell's new trial has been set for Oct. 19*

j

and Weisberg ruled Friday that his discipline

doing business in secret.

“Obviously this is an issue of immense
public concern and we don't want to be

ary hearing cannot take place until it is accused of sweeping anything under the rug,”

Walsh said;

'

But the Los Angeles County district attor-

ney's office wanted Powell's coerced state-

ments to remain confidential lest they taint

prosecutors’ evidence and result in a mistrial.

The statements made by Powell during the

Los Angeles Police Department’s internal

investigation, which offer his earliest version

of the King incident apart from police reports,

cannot be introduced during his criminal* trial

because the U.S. Constitution protects de-

fendants from coercion.

But the department’s rules compel officers

under investigation to cooperate or face

charges of insubordination and possible ter-

mination. Their statements can later be used

SEARCHED-
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Powell, Koon and Briseno remain sus-
,

pended without pay pending the outcome of

their misconduct cases. Wind, who was still

;

,

on, probation during the King beating,' was
fired.’ Many of the officers who withessed the

incident have been removed from field duty

until their internal cases are resolved.
k The . agreement reached in Weisberg's

chambers Friday morning' still must be draft-

ed and submitted to him in writing, but

attorneys said that was a formality/ .

'

Deputy District Atty. Terry White said

Friday it is possible that, the other officers'

coerced statements could still be closed,to the

public because the federal government
(

may
still file charges in the case. /
Ten bystander officers have appeared be-

fore a: federal grand jury so far and have

already been interviewed by teams offederal

investigators, said Diane Marchant, an attor-

ney representing many of those officers.

Meanwhile, Powell’s attorney, Michael

Stone, said Friday that he plans to append

Weisberg’s May 22 ruling that Powell be

retried in Los Angeles.

Powell has started ^ fund-raising campaign

to cover legal costs.. His father estimated

. Friday that $300,000 will be needed.

Edwin M. Powell, a lieutenant in the Los

Angeles County marshal’s office, would not

, disclose how much money has been raised but

said donors include a 92-year-old woman who
uses a wheelchair, a 9-year- old boy and “a

couple of Russian immigrants who sent $10

along saying they were upset with* what’s

happening with the judicial system.”

The younger Powell has been spending

most of his time answering mail, his father

said. He sold his condominium to help cover

his expenses, his father said.

But Powell has no plans to accept a plea

mination. Their statements can later be used bargain in the case, his attorney said, “be-

against them during disciplinary hearings.
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Rodney King Arrested on Drunk
Driving Charge in Orange County
ByTHUAN LE
TIMES STAFF WRITER

ORANGE—Rodney G. King, whose
beating by Los Angeles police officers

created a national uproar, was arrested
' early Thursday in a restaurant parking lot

on suspicion of drunk driving, the Califor-

nia Highway Patrol reported.
*

Officers said they had followed another
traffic violator into a restaurant parking lot’

about 1:40 a.m. when they noticed a vehicle
back out of a parking space in an “erratic
manner” before skidding to a stop and
hitting a concrete block, said Officer Angel
Johnson, aCHP spokeswoman.
The CHP officers stopped the vehicle,,

recognized the driver as King and smelled
alcohol on his breath, she said. He appar-
ently was leaving the restaurant at Chap--:

man Avenue,and State College Boulevard
after meeting his wife and friends; accord-

ing toofficerSiT n ^ ;

U 1 ‘
*

King failed field sobriety tests and was
booked into the Orange County Jail, where
he was released on his own recognizance

about .6:50 a.m., Johnson said. While de-

tained, he refused to take breath, blood and 1

urine Tests. Until then, “he was very i

cooperative and quiet,” Johnson said.

Escorted by his lawyer, , King walked;
past waiting reporters and television crews
after his release without answering any*
questions. *

. .

But his attorney,, Sf^ve A. Herman, said

during- a Sidewalk news conference' that

King is suffering from post-traumatic
stress syndrome from his beating by Los
Angeles officers, which might be manifest-

ing itself through .excessive drinking. On
the night of the March,. 1991, incident,

King, who led authorities on a 100-ni.p.h.,

chase, was determined to have been legally
4

drunk.

Employees at the restaurant where King

(kvfictt* pagt, name of

newspaper, cfty end stsftt.)
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was arrested/Thiirsday- saw . the

•police pull into the parking lot, but

had no idea what had occurred. ,

,
“They all saw the arrest;” said

MichaeL Jones, a restaurant- em-
ployee who -had Kern'd about the

*

arrest from thqimghf crejv.,“Thdy
vsaw the flashing lights and the

^police cars in, the parking lot, but

1po 'one knew. it Was^Rpdney King*
until we saw i^bn the!ney/s.” "

, The Orange^County distnctat-

.torney's office is studying the ar-

rest report to decide if King will be
charged on a misdemeanor count of

’

driving under, the, influence "of

alcohol, Deputy fifet. Atty. Bruce
Patterson said. King is scheduled

to be arraigned Aug. 13 in Orange
County Municipal^Court in Santa
Anau

1

* ;

As requiredbymew^stqte drunk
,

driving
.
laws, KiiigV "driver's li-

cense was confiscated.
'

:
King can ask for a Departments

Motor Vehicles hearing within 10

,

days of receiving a notice of sus-

pension. DMV officials would then
have 45 days tomake a- decision. If

the decision went against him.

King could file for a court review
within 30 days, said Quin Liven, a
spokesman for the DMV.

Thursday's arrest was King's

fourth encounter with police since

his beating.

On June 26, King was detained at

his apartment after his wifq re-

ported that he had injured her

during a dispute and that she

feared for her life. Police released

him on the same day, saying there

AUG 2 5 1992
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„was. insufficient, evidence to book"

'-him? '
••

On May M,199r, poUce arrested '

•King in Hollywood; sa’Wng'he-Had 1

tried to use hiscar.tb.riin down an’’

undercover vice^officer after pick-

ing ,,up a transvestite prosti^?.

Bypassing 'nSam. refeuiatidiktptag

thorities ireleased him: oil his 0$^
recognizance. Later, author|ne0|

;
^ijtoaikihg appar^ttly.-b^^SI,

tential robber, and no chargesw|p|
filed against him. . U
Three weeksearlier,- on-Mara®

;
Lds AngelesCounty sheriffs’dep||

ties stopped King in'
,

Santa|j|p
Springs because his car had idega£&
ly tinted- windows. Officers found:

-thathis.vehicle registration -ha||
;

expired and he was not carryingjhis-,

driver’s license,"but he was
cited. '$$$

Times staff writer Bob Elston fcMf
trlbuted to this report .
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LOG ANGELES (CNS) - Rodney King’s lawyer said today that his client is

being ' "targeted 5

1

by police, and will fight the drunken driving charges
filed against him in Orange County last week.

Attorney Steve Lera:an said he had balked bo *' a b least a doeen 5 ’

witnesses who said King seemed sober and appeared to pass field sobriety
teste outside a restaurant in Orange early Friday*

King, who allegedly failed the sobriety test, refused to submit to
blood, breath or urine tests and was booked for misdemeanor drunken driving
at the Orange County Jail.

A California Highway Patrol spokesman said two officers acted correctly
in arresting King, who reportedly co operated with them.

''These officers have training and experience in DUI enforcement ~ and
they used bheir training end experience in this case,’’ said CKP spokesman
St er 1 ing Sechr i st

«

Lerman said King was not drunk and that a postHrraumat ic stress
disorder’’ from his March 3, 1901, police beating probably aggravated the
incident.

''His condition can produce an anxiety react ion, . especial ly in a
situation when he’s wrongfully confronted by police officers,

’

7 Lorman
s a x d

.

Lersnan, who represents King in a brutality lawsuit against the city,
said his client had ''moved bo an undisclosed location’’ to avoid future
''harassment 5 ’ by police.

''I think it’s clear that law enforcement in Los Angeles has targeted
him in order bo destroy his credibil ity, 5

5

Leruan said, ''especially at c

£ i o e ’when City Hall is reviewing the damages to be awarded him. ? 9

City Mews Service 12:G1 7/2S/1992
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Lawyer Disputes Police

Version ofKing Arrest
By DAN WEIKEL
TIMES STAFF WRITER

An attorney for Rodney G. King,
on Monday denounced his client's,

recent drunk-driving arrest as ha-
rassment and said he has strong
evidence contradicting police as-
sertions that King was driving
erratically and failed his sobriety
tests.

Lawyer Steven A. Lerman said
comments from at least a dozen'
witnesses indicate that King was
not driving recklessly and had
passed the sobriety tests during his
arrest by the California Highway*
Patrol outside a Denny's restaurant;

in Orange on Thursday.,* v

“I believe they targeted him-"
once they .knew who he was," said

'

Lerman, whose client is black. “If
it was a white man in a BMW, I;

don't think they would have given
him a second look. I didn't realize
that parking in a ' restaurant;

.
parking lot was illegal unless you
are black and it's 2 a.m."
King was taken into custody]

Thursday shortly after he and his’’

wife. Crystal Waters, went to the,
Denny's restaurant at Chapman-
Avenue and State College Boule-!

‘

vard. -j

According to the CHP, two off!-*
5 cers followed a traffic violator into
the restaurant's

1

parking lot about
1:40 a.m. and saw a 1986 Chevrolet
Blazer back out of a parking space
in an “erratic manner" before skid-
ding to a stop and hitting a con-
crete block.

* When they stopped the Blazer,

e the officers said they recognized
King and smellecLalcohol on his

breath. The CHP reported that he
failed his field sobriety tests and
was booked at the Orange County
‘Jail, where he refused to take
breath, blood and urine tests.

;
Lerman said Monday there was

! no evidence to confirm CHP alle-

gations that King had skidded and
I hit a concrete block while^backing
out of the parking space. He said’

his investigators found no tire ,

rjnarks in the parking lot nor an^\
damage or scapes on King's truck

;
to suggest that he had hit anything. .

C" “Over a dozen witnesses at, the
!

Denny's restaurant refute the J0HP
'

version of the incident^iLermari
said. “King was not driving errati- ;

cally. The Chevy Blazer didnot hit
jjmything. He

. performed jeve^-M
thing as demonstrated, and he did
not fail the test.” ;/*

.

'

Lerman suspects* that the CHP
became suspicious of King because

1

he is black and decided to confront
him when they found out that the'

Blazer was registered to him.
If there was any resistance to the

police, Lerman said, it was because’
*

King suffers from post-traumatic
stress disorder—the result of the
severe beating he received in

March, 1991, at the hands of four *

Los Angeles police officers.

Notguilty verdicts in the trial of

the officers charged with beating
King sparked civil disturbances in

Los Angeles and several other
cities in April and May.
“There is nothing I've,seen that

indicates harassment or conduct
. . . other than what was appropri-
ate," said Orange County Deputy
Dist. Atty. Guy Ormes, who has
been assigned to King's, drunk-
driving case.

Although Ormes declined to

comment on what Lerman's wit-
nesses purportedly saw, he con-
tended that they might not have
seen all the events surrounding

(kvScatt nam« of

n#w*ptp#r, city and ttafc.)
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King's arrest. The ' CHP, .he said,

might hav^a mor,ecomp)ete
t
view;J

of the incident' •], >
'

King, who was s rjelease^ Ton,his

own recognizance from the Orange
County Jail, is"' scheduled for' ar-

raignment in Orange County Cen-
tral Municipal Court on' Aug. 13 if a
criminal case is filed. Ormes said a
decision oh whether to "proceed
with drunk-driving charges is at

least a week away.
The CHP has maintained that

the two officers who arrested King
acted properly.

But Lerman said the arrest is

part of an effort to discredit his

client, who is trying to reach a
$5-million to $8-million settlement

in a police brutality case he
brought against the Los Angeles
Police Department. The Los An-
geles City Council is considering

the settlement.

“Theyjammed him. He did noth-
ing wrong, nothing illegal," said

Lerman, who also represents King
in the civil lawsuit. “It is an
attempt to embarrass this guy
while his settlement is pending
before the City Council."

L(4ft'WV
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BETTBt FED THAN DEAD
Why makepolice brutal

T
I he video images of Los Angeles police officers beating
* Rodney King shocked the nation. Americans rarely have

an opportunity to view, much less contemplate, the excessive

use of state power by the police. Reactions to the officers'

acquittal ranged from surprise to visceral anger, from
stunned disbelief to the pyrotechnic,

I personally experienced the anger. By chance, I drove
through South-Central Los Angeles several hours after the

verdict. My car was attacked and badly damaged. Even as I

escaped unharmed, I appreciated the irony of my predica-

ment: I had spent the past five years prosecuting police-bru-

tality cases for the Department of Justice. 1 was as
disappointed as any at the jury's verdict.

Despite the department’s pending investigation of the Rod-

ney King beating, only after the state acquittal did the press and

public become aware that the officers still faced federal pros-

38 reason

ty afederal case?

(ED

edition. Some wondered why the Department of Justice hadn't

acted sooner. Others, including some libertarians, asked why a
fedpral prosecution did not constitute double jeopardy.

fhtcago Tribune columnist Stephen Chapman, for instance,

caljs the federal prosecution "a trial mounted for political ends,"

Is jhis second trial taking place only because, as Chapman
argues, George Bash "wants to look responsive to the hint*

community"? Are we retrying the four officers because thejury

didp’t get it right the first time?

£
e Constitution indeed protects the LAPD officers from
e jeopardy. But the federal government can independently
:ute a police-brutality case, even after an acquittal in a

state court, for good reason. Residents of the United States are

expected to obey both federal laws and the laws of the state in

whjch they reside: the laws themselves, and the level ofpunish-
ment meted out for breaking them, can differ.

JUL 20 ’92 13:15
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State and local prosecutors also face pressures and incen-

tives that can make it difficult to conduct a proper trial. And,
most important, federal prosecution of criminal civil-rights

violations helps ensure that everyone receives the equal

protection of the law the Constitution guarantees—espe

cially when that protection is denied by

law-enforcement officers, who act as

agents of the state.

I
he Department of Justice had

begun its own independent inves-

tigation of the Rodney King beating

immediately after it occurred. The

Federal Bureau of Investigation, the

department's investigative arm. had

been gathering evidence; prosecutors

in the Criminal Section of the Civil

Rights Division had been reviewing

and evaluating that evidence. Had the

state not prosecuted, federal action

was inevitable.

Title 18 of the United States Code,

Section 242, mokes it a crime for any

person who acts as an agent of the state

intentionally to deprive an inhabitant of

the United States of a right secured by

the Constitution or any other federal

statutory law. This law was enacted in

1866 to enforce the 14th Amendment
Us purpose was to safeguard from

abuses of state authority individual

rights, including freedom from onest

and detention by unconstitutional

methods, prohibitions against extorted gm

confessions, and the right to a fair trial. Since state authorities

hod widely abused these individual protections, the statute was
necessary at the time. It is just as necessary today.

Federal authorities use Section 242 to prosecute law-en-

forcement officers who use excessive force during an arrest.

Under this section, in any given year, police officers are con-

victed of everything from gratuitously striking to intentionally

and wrongfully killing a suspect.

In the case of the LAPD officers, federal prosecutors prop-

erly remained on the sidelines until the jury in Simi Valley

handed down its verdict. The Department of Justice seeks to

preserve limited prosecutorial resources and defers to the prin-

ciples of federalism whenever states decide to prosecute. Any
time an officer is convicted and receives a sentence commensu-

rate with the crime, no federal prosecution will follow. Thus

the Criminal Section can direct its own resources at those

crimes which might otherwise go unpunished.

AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 1992

FEDERAL

PROSECUTION OE

C1VIL-RI6HTS

VIOLATIONS

HELPS ENSURE

THAT EVERYONE

RECEIVES THE

EQUAL PROTECTION

OF THE LAW.

Ideally, local criminal-justice authorities would pros-

ecute ail crimes at the state level, including those committed

by local police. Yet such prosecutions are often politically

risfcy for local prosecutors, who are, after all, elected offi-

s. The public perceives the police as the “thin blue line"

that protects law-abiding citizens from

vicious criminals. Any lime police of-

ficers are prosecuted, critics accuse the

prosecutors ofcoddling criminals.

Additionally, by the very nature of

their work, local prosecutors must de-

pend on and work closely with the

police. It is hardly surprising that local

officials might wish to find any excuse

to avoid prosecuting police-brutality

cases. If the Department of Justice al-

ways prosecuted first, regardless of

any state prosecution, it would provide

an easy excuse for local authorities to

do nothing about police brutality.

W hen local authorities try but fail

to adequately prosecute and

punish law-enforcement officers for

JSfcivil-rights violations, the Department

of Justice must then decide whether to

pursue a federal case. The department

has established guidelines that govern

when a federal prosecution may fol-

low a state trial. Before federal pros-

ecutors may seek an indictment, the

'

case must satisfy two conditions;

Further prosecution must satisfy an

unvindicated federal interest: and the

fe ieral prosecution must be likely to succeed.

The outcome of the local trial may determine if there is

ati unvindicated federal interest. For example, a local jury

m »y vote to acquit on state charges despite overwhelming

ev idence that federal law was violated. The LAPD acquittals

miy satisfy this condition.

After an acquittal in state court, federal prosecutors must

th»n determine how likely they are to succeed in a second

tr al. If the state prosecutors proceeded in good faith before

ar unbiased trial court that admitted the appropriate evi-

dence. an acquittal may indicate that the jury honestly har-

bored reasonable doubt. In such instances, it's hard to see

w difference it makes whether the case was tried in

fejderal or state court. The guidelines sensibly prohibit a

"let's try it and see" approach.

Often, however, peculiarities in a state trial may lead to an

ai :quittal: subsequent federal prosecution would likely result in

reason 39
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conviction. For example, federal jury pools are drawn from

federal judicial districts, which are often more ethnically and

demographicaily diverse than state pools. If in a state trial

jurors were excluded solely because of their race, retrial by a

federal court may be appropriate. Other considerations have

included the different rules of evidence in federal trials, addi-

tional evidence available to federal prosecutors, and flawed

trial tactics or weak prosecutions by local authorities. Any of

these factors may enter the Department of Justice's analysis of

the Simi Valley verdict.

I
t is also important to recognize that not ail state prosecutions

of police officers are conducted competently, legitimately,

and in good faith* In 1990, for instance, an elected county

prosecutor in Arkansas charged the county sheriff with assault

only after it became apparent that, despite local efforts tothwart

the investigation, the Department of Justice intended to

prosecute him for beating a suspect in his custody. Upon

reviewing the trial, federal prosecutors became suspicious

ofthe local prosecution: The prosecutor had not subpoenaed

essential witnesses, had ignored entire lines ofevidence, and

had presented unconvincing arguments for conviction. Torio

one's surprise, the jury voted to acquit.

In such a case, to argue that “‘double jeopardy’* should

prevent the federal government from conducting an inde-

pendent prosecution is to argue for a system that allows local

corruption to successfully thwart justice. It is to argue for a

system where an American's constitutional right to be free from

the abuse of state authority is secured only by that same

authority. The federal jury convicted the Arkansas sheriff and

he was sentenced to prison.

Even when the local jury convicts, unvindicated federal

interests can remain. State judges often give convicted police

officers light sentences,Soimofthese punishmentsare legitimate;

others aren't. By contrast, federal convictions for civil-rights

offenses can lead to prison sentences of many years and fines

totaling thousands of dollars. When law officers violate civil

rights, probation, suspended sentences, or even minimal jail time

may not constitute a sufficient punishment or deterrent.

Not too long ago, a San Juan police officer was convicted

of aggravated assault by the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico.

He had intentionally beaten an innocent pedestrian who was

out for an evening stroll. The pedestrian died from the beating.

The presiding judge fined the officer $500, and he was sub-

sequently reinstated. Such a sentence sends a message to other

officers that civil-rights violations are not serious offenses,

even when those violations lead to the death of an innocent

person. The officer was prosecuted in federal court, convicted

of a felony, and sentenced to prison.

This example underscores the need for independent federal

enforcement ofcivil-rights laws. The federal government must

be able to secure constitutional rights to life and liberty,

especially when local authorities fail to do so. Constitutional

protections apply equally, whether you're in Louisiana, Los

Angeles, or Alaska; these protections certainly include the

right to be fairly tried before being subjected to severe

punishment by agents of the state. Civil libertarians need to

recognize that federal prosecution of law-enforcement of-

ficers who use excessive force often provides the only check

on such unrestrained state power, B

Dirk G> Roggeveen is senior litigation attorneyfor the Institute

for Justice in Washington, £>. C.
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LOG AKCELCS (CMS) - A federal .judge today put Rodney King’ s vii sui t
agcinst the cvty of L03 An g 2 1 ;: ;: on hold ponding completion of all and
redoral criminal ceijes, but an out-of-count settlement is still possible.

fllicrrioyc for King end the city met with LL G. District Judge John CE*

Davies for a status conference to discuss the federal civil case filed by
King against the city following his beating by police officers on ilarch a,

Davies told the attorneys that ho will ''put the civil case on hold 1
* 9

until the state criminal case involving Officer Laurence Powell and the
federal criminal case are resolved, said Thomas C. Hokinson, senior
-• s s i s t an t cl t y a t 1 orn e y .

E^ut Hokin&on said negotiations regarding the civil case are continuing
and a settlement could be reached before thu case goes to trial.

Today’s meeting did not involve discussions about a settlement,
part i e L pant s s a i d

.

Earlier this month, the Los Angeles City Council refused to approve a
proposed OG million settlement, but directed the City Attorney’s office to
continue negotiations.

Steven Lersnan, King’s attorney, sa i d the content of the negotiations is
confidential. He would say only that set t laments are usually based on a
c

o

tr; pr o 1 i s g bst w eon t h e part ies in v o 1 v o d

.

But he later seemed to suggest that ho expected the City Council to take
t h e n q x t step.

''It’s not up to me, ,J 5 Lorman. said, referring to a possible settlement.
’ It ? 3 up to ths City Council, 3 3

Lersflan said a settlement would ''greatly benefit the healing process’ 3

x n c h c i t y

*

With regard to the* federal ci viJ rights case, Lcrraan would say only that
oha grand .jury is still conducting an investigation, which could lead to an
indict sent.

City Mews Service 9:©3 7/22/1992
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

U.S. will

tty King

officers
By The Associated Press

Federal prosecutors plan to
try officers accused in the vid-

;

eotaped beating of Rodney
j

King on charges the officers vi-
j

olated his civil rights under col- :

or of authority, it was reported.

A U.S. Department of Justice
[

official revealed that criminal j*

charges would be filed against
;

some of the officers, probably
;

immediately after Labor Day
on Sept. 7, according to KCBS-

,

tv.
t :

The information was given to :

retired Los Angeles police Capt.
i

Bob Michael, who was inter-
j

viewed on the air. f

The former law enforcement
officer said the Justice Depart-
ment was “looking at the con-

1

spiracy on the part of the offi-

'

cers to, under the color of
1

authority, deprive the individu-
j

al of his civil rights.”

A jury in the Ventura County
]

city of Simi Valley acquitted
i

Sgt. Stacey Koon and Officers
j

Laurence Powell, Theodore Bri- i

seno and Timothy Wind of
j

criminal charges in the March
3, 1991 beating. The beating

i

was videotaped and later broad-
j

cast nationally.

The officers are white and
!

King is black.

Set off riots
'

The April 29 acquittals set
j

off three days of rioting in the
Los Angeles area. Fifty-two
people died during the civil un-
rest. Powell faces retrial in Oc-
tober on one assault charge that
the jury could not resolve.

Unidentified sources close to
j

i the investigate*! told KCBS
j

|

federal prosecutors will try to
j

I show that the four officers vio-

lated LAPD policy on the use
,

: of force.

But police brutality experts
(

i believe prosecutors cant prove I

their case on those grounds,

i KCBS reported.

“The focus of the case should

be on the force vised. Whether

!

or not it was or was not within

the policy of the LAPD is sim- I

,

ply irrelevant and it distracts
'

from the brutality itself,” said

attorney Steve Yagman, who
specializes in law enforcement !

brutality cases.
;

,

KCBS reported that at least
|

one expert who believed the !

four officers followed LAPD
j

;

practices declined to testify for
j

j

federal prosecutors.
j

i

Testimony sought

! Federal authorities asked re-

j

tired Capt. Michael for a list of
j

!
experts who might aid proseeu-

ition, despite the fact Michael
was a defense witness in the

t

King trial.

Federal prosecutors have no-
|

tified the four officers that they i

are targets of a criminal investi-

gation, The officers have been
invited to testify before the

grand jury, the station reported.

Powell has declined and the

[other officers will also decline,

according to KCBS.

(Indicate page, name of

newspaper, city and state.)
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|

EvidenceFrom King Case
Loaned to U.S. Prosecutors

About 100 exhibits from the trial of

|

four Los Angeles police officers ac-

!
cused of beating Rodney G. King were

1 released Tuesday for use in a federal

probe of possible civil rights charges

against the officers.

Superior Court Judge Stanley Weis-
1

berg, who presided at the trial in Simi

Valley, approved a one-month loan of

I the exhibits, to bereturned Aug. 28.

The items, including videotapes and
audiotapes, the boots worn by officers

the, night of March 3, 1991, and the

batons used to beat the black motorist,

were expected to be presented to a
federal grand jury.

King's beating, recorded on an ama-

(

teur's videotape, shocked the nation

,

and led to last spring's trial of four

|

white police officers. On April 29, jurors

acquitted the officers on most charges,

sparking three days of deadly rioting in

Los Angeles. __ _

(Invests psqs, nams of

newspaper, ctty and state.)
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t was a good day, a full and prosperous day. in

the Rodney King trade. Across Los Angeles,

the politicians, the preachers, the journalists,

the Hollywood compassion-and-healing crowd,

the lawyers, the agitators, the T-shirt ped-

dlers, the con artists and charlatans, all rose

sarly and stayed late. They worked the charred

and empty comers of the town, and they

worked the gleaming, moneyed, undisturbed

comers too, seeking photo ops, easy money,

production deals, a new angle, an audience, a

sanctimony fix, and finding an abundant yield.

Angela King, Rodney’s aunt, was up at four that morning,
ten days after the explosive not-guilty verdict for the cops
who’d beaten her dead brother’s son. A local politician sent a
car to Angela’s home, behind a storefront in the starkly de-

lineated black section of Pasadena, to chauffeur her through*

a busy schedule. She was in a TV studio at five A.M., then

moved on to a Baptist church in South-Central, where she
met George and Barbara Bush, and from there went to a drug
rehab center for young women, where she gave a little talk

—

Aunt Angela is wanted for public appearances now.
The president and his wife had gotten up early, too,

leaving the Bonaventure Hotel downtown for a tour of the

devastation, along the way passing hawkers of bootleg Rod-
ney King T-shirts, and swindlers working cons in the first

flush of the rebuilding effort. Bush showed that his speech-
writers, at least, had heart

—“To truly help, we must under-

stand the agony of the depressed,” he told the South-Central

church crowd, and “You can’t solve the problem if you
don’t feel its heartbeat.” For those law-and-order voters, his

thirty-one-car motorcade stopped at an L.A.P.D. station,

where he sympathized with the cops: “It’s not easy times.”
Bush’s newly rediscovered urban-policy man, Jack Kemp,
was invited along for the ride.

Across town, in Studio City, Pat Buchanan told a prayer

breakfast that the rioters were not motivated by deprivation

or a sense of injustice but were the products of misguided
liberal policy, including public education. “They came out

of schools where God, the Ten Commandments, and moral
instruction have been expelled,” Buchanan said, “and sex

education, ‘values clarification,’ and condoms have been put
in.” Hillary Clinton, meanwhile, was out in Orange County
talking about the rioting with high-school students.

Over in his law office at the edge of Beverly Hills, Steven
Lerman told a Spanish television network that he was much
too busy to fly to Madrid for an appearance. Lerman, a

longtime “P.I.” (personal injury) specialist, was preparing

Rodney King’s civil-rights suit against the city of Los Ange-
les, seeking $56 million—$1 million for each blow—or $83
million, or maybe $94 million, depending on which estimate

you took on which day. A receptionist told at least one pro-

spective client that Lerman’s office wasn’t taking any new
cases, because it was fully occupied with “the Rodney King
supersuit."

In the San Fernando Valley, attorney James F. Jordan
awaited a callback from a production company that had ex-

pressed interest in buying the movie rights to his client’s

story—his client being the thirty-two-year-old plumbing-
company manager who had taped the King beating to try out

his new Sony Handycam. “Not even the Zapruder film is as

important as this,” Jordan said by way of explaining why he
had also asked for roughly $9 million from the television

stations across the country that have already used the famous
footage. Jordan said that his client deserves his share of the

financial activity the tape has created. “You know, this is

America. If you ve got a gold thimble in a haystack and you
find it, God bless you if you can take it and make a dollar

with it. Because that’s what this country is all about.”

Down the 405 Freeway in Orange County, attorney James
Banks was also awaiting a call that he hoped would open a
movie negotiation. Banks represents a fledgling entertainment

company—of which he is also a vice president—that quietly

scored a coup when, two months afterthe beating, it bought the

rights to Rodney King’s name—“coffee mugs, T-shirts, you
name it.” Banks said his company is at work on a movie,
books, and a mini-series, and is weighing its merchandising
options. “B/g,” he said with a bit of a snort. “I don’t know
if that is a big enough word for the Rodney King thing.”

The company, virtually unknown in Hollywood, a town
that loves to know everything, is called Triple-7—as in hit-

ting the jackpot.

By day’s end, a glittery crowd had assembled in Century

.
City for a solidarity march. Carrying placards calling for

“justice,” they were led by Anjelica Huston and her soon-to-

be husband, Bob Graham, to Beverly Hills, where Huston,
wearing cowboy boots and a denim jacket, gave a passionate

speech, calling for the healing of the city’s and society’s

wounds. Several marchers thought that Huston showed prom-
ise as a celebrity advocate, possibly another Vanessa Red-
grave, or at least another Jane Fonda.

And Rodney King? He was everywhere that day—on the

lips of the pols, on the backs of the T-shirts—and he was
nowhere. He was not in Los Angeles, nor had he been there

much lately. He was shut away in a safe house in (of all places)

Ventura County, wrapped in the arms of psychopharmaceuti-
cals, and under the twenty-four-hour watch of a private-securi-

ty team led by (of all people) a former L.A.P.D. cop.

The guards work in shifts so that King is never alone, not
even for an evening stroll around the block with his wife,

Crystal. When he goes anywhere, even to the barbershop, he
is driven by a member of the team—but then, there’s really

no place to go in the county where a mostly white jury ac-

quitted the cops who beat him. And so, says Aunt Angela,
“he watches TV."

This secret life has been constructed for King by Steven
Lerman. Tormented by recurring nightmares of the beating,

King is convinced, with the help of his attorney, that he’ll

come to harm—or worse—if he ventures outside the cocoon.
Inside, with a cellular phone and an endless stream of rented
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videos I.erm;in has provided, Rodney King is living a
strange, and completely American, paradox. The most hell-
ish moment of his life has presented him, through no initia-
tive of his own, with greater prospects than he'd ever
imagined possible, and from which he is almost completely
excluded.

His words make the cover of Time magazine, his name is

attached to the rising—or crashing—careers of the sort of
people he’d never be in the same room with, he gets private
messages of sympathy from the president of the United
States. Lawyers, agents, filmmakers have hustled to get a
piece of him. The onslaught has provoked his family to bick-
ering over merchandising and story rights. And now he
couldn’t help them if he wanted to, because someone else
owns his name.

Rodney King has become a mythic symbol of denied jus-
tice, with much commerce and national debate and a riot
being conducted in his name, but he can’t sleep at night, or
go home to the ’hood for some beers and a barbecue.
To say that Lerman has put a tight rein on Rodney King

does not begin to describe the control he exerts over his
famous client. “Svengali” is a word that arises more than
once. Lerman hired Tom Owens, the former L.A.P.D. offi-
cer, to supervise a security force which ensures that his “op-
eration is not penetrated, as well as a psychiatrist to
monitor King’s psyche and administer antidepressants and
other medications.

“I just want to be a normal family again, and peaceful,
like we used to do,” says Aunt Angela. “Where does he gom Ventura? Nowhere. Every time I call, he’s at home,

y • They’ve increased his medicine because of this incident
right now [the acquittal and the riots]. He was to where he
was Rodney again—lively and just outgoing Now he’s
back on that medicine. And way out there. You gotta go
across three freeways to get to him.”

*

“The way Lerman’s got Rodney,” says one colleague of
Lerman’s, “is sort of like whe6 Patty Hearst joined the Sym-
bionese Liberation Army.”

odney King spent more than a year
sprawled on that L.A. street, hunched

against the blows of the police ba-

tons, as that videotape re-

played itself on an endless loop

in American living rooms, sear-

ing that image deep into the

American eye. In a way, the

eighty-one-second tape erased

King’s life before and after the

beating. It was all we knew,
nd, it seemed, all we needed to

know: he was the national defini-
tion of victim. Then came the acquittal and the rioting and
King’s halting, affecting plea for peace. The image expand-
ed: he became an emblematic figure. Time longed for nation-

al leaders who could be so eloquent; a New York columnist
equaled him with Rosa Parks, the brave mother of the mod-
em civil-rights movement, who refused to sit in the back of
an Alabama bus. Others have placed him on a par with Mar-
tin Luther King Jr.

But Rodney King is not Rosa Parks, he is not Martin
Luther King Jr., and, for that matter, he is not even Rodney
King. He’s always been known as “Glen,” his middle
name, and the fact that he became “Rodney” after the event
summarizes the transformation imposed upon him by that
videotape. He had a life before those eighty-one seconds—

a

life at least as revealing of the nature of our separating soci-
ety as the hollow debate over which failed policies should be
blamed for “the rage of the urban underclass,” as the hand-
wringers like to call the burning down of cities. It is a life in
some ways more difficult to confrontthan the brutality on
that tape.

Rodney Glen King was bom in Sacramento in 1965, the
year that Los Angeles was last inflamed, to a family that fell

somewhere in the middle of the black American spectrum
not quite middle-class, but a toehold above the hopeless
poor. As Aunt Angela tells the family history, his father,
Ronald King, was from Kentucky, the son of an air-force
sergeant who was often absent and a mother who left Ronald
and Angela when they were toddlers. When she eventually
came back for them, she’d had two other children by another
man, and Ronald and Angela were each assigned one of their
infant sisters to help raise.

They landed in Sacramento, where Ronald went to high
school. Then he married Angela’s best friend, Odessa, and
the three of them maved south to Pasadena. Ronald was a
sometime construction worker, but there weren’t many jobs,
and he drank, and so he mostly settled for daywork as a
maintenance man. Odessa and he had a baby, Ronald junior,
and then Rodney Glen, and kept going until they had five
children.

It was a rough life. “They didn’t haveenough-food,” says
Angela. “I was a nurse’s aide, and then I had this little
lady—I was taking care of.her kids, like a nanny—over in
Glendale. And Ronnie, he didn’t want me to know, but I’d
go over there to visit, and they didn’t have no food, and their
kids were walking around with T-shirts for diapers.” Angela
moved in with her brother and sister-in-law, putting her rent
money into the household, but the life-style remained border-
line at best. As Glen and his brothers and sister grew, their
father drank more heavily; their mother sought solace in the
Jehovah’s Witnesses church.

There was love in the family, but trouble too, enough to
smother hope. Ronald King sank deeper into alcoholism, and
died at forty-two. Angela says one of their sisters moved in
with a man who beat her, requiring Glen’s regular interven-
tion.^ Another sister, Juanita, simply vanished one day and
hasn’t been heard from since; Angela thinks she may have
died with Jim Jones at Jonestown. Glen’s younger brother
Juan got caught up in the beating of a policeman and spent



more than a year belli nd^^s. 4

‘He never even went to court

on it —he went to jail.” says Angela. “I feel terrible. We
couldn't afford a lawyer.”

y the time Glen got to high

school, he was a big, handsome

H boy, six feet three inches and near-

ly two hundred pounds, but his fu-

ture would not be made in school.

He was only marginally literate, and

I was held back a year and placed in

I special-education classes. He dropped

f out in 1984, just months before grad-

uation. His prospects for advancing

beyond the life his father had known
were dim, and grew dimmer when he

and his girlfriend, Dennetta, had a baby. Now there was
pressure to bring in money, but most of the jobs open to

him were low-paying and unsteady. He and Dennetta sepa-

rated, he had a second child with another woman, and the

pressures grew.

He worked when he could, and he hung out, drinking

“eightballs”—forty-ounce bottles of Olde English 800, the

beverage ofchoice in his neighborhood. He avoided trouble, or
serious trouble, anyway—he was picked up on a vice bust in

Pasadena but was later released. Then he got married to a
neighborhood girl named Crystal Waters, who had two chil-

dren of her own. He was not exactly prepared to head up a
household, and shortly thereafter he slipped beyond the edge.

One day in late 1989, needing money. King stuffed a two-
foot-long tire iron under his jacket and walked into the 99
Market in Monterey Park to get it. He bought a.pack of gum,
then pulled out the tire iron and ordered the Korean store

owner, Tae Suck Baik, to “open the cash register.”

Baik complied, and King stuffed the cash into his pockets.

Then, looking in the cash register, he reached for some
checks, and the grocer struck Him. King dropped the tire iron

and tried to flee. When Baik pursued him, he picked up a
metal rod and struck the grocer with it before hopping into

his white Hyundai and driving off with a take of about $200.
King was quickly caught, pleaded guilty to second-degree

robbery, and was sentenced to a two-year term at the Califor-

nia Correctional Center in Susanville. After several months
in jail, he wrote a letter to the court asking for early release:

“I have all good time work time. I have seriously been
thinking about what happen and I think if it is possible that

you can give me another chance, your honor. I have a good
job and I have two fine kid who wish me home. Have so
much at stake to lose if I don’t get that chance. My job and
family awaits me. So please reconsider yourjudgement, your
honor. The sky my witness and God knows.”
The judge did not release King, but he was paroled in

December 1990, after serving one year. He went home, and,

less employable than ever, was unable to find work in con-

struction. He took a part-time job as a laborer at Dodger
Stadium and spent a lot of time hanging out with his neigh-

borhood friends, such as Bryant Allen, known as Pooh. They
had been friends since they were teenagers, and in a way
they were even related: Pooh’s sister had had a child by

King's oldcrbrother, Ronald. And they were together on that

night, March 2, when everything changed.

They had just been hanging out with a friend of Pooh's.

Freddie Helms (“Freddie G.”), nothing much .to do, when
King suggested they take a ride in his car. Pooh didn’t know
where they were going, but he later recollected that Glen had
said something about driving to Hansen Dam. up the 210
Freeway, where they could hang out and maybe meet some
girls. It was a bit late for that, past midnight, but Pooh and
Freddie G. were game, and off they went. They’d been

drinking that night, and had an eightball in the car with them
when King saw the flashing lights of a California Highway
Patrol car in his rearview mirror.

King panicked and tried to get away, leading the CHiP
car, driven by a husband-and-wife team, on a chase at speeds

originally reported to have reached 115 m.p.h. but later re-

vised downward. King got off .the freeway in a community
called Lake View Terrace, where he finally pulled over.

“When police pull you over, man. ...you always kind of,

your heart start jumping a little bit, you know, boom,
boom,” King later told investigators from the district attor-

ney’s office. He said he thought, “[I] hope they don’t beat

my ass with anything. That thought always go through ev-

erybody’s mind.”

Summoned by an A.P.B. at 12:47 A.M., the L.A.P.D.
officers had arrived on the scene. They told the Highway
Patrol team that they’d handle things from there.

George Holliday was awakened from a sound, sleep' by the

loud thwap-thwap-thwap-thwap of a police helicopter churn-

ing right outside his apartment window. He got up, put on
his pants, and went to the balcony of his second-floor apart-

ment to see what the commotion was about. When he saw all

the cops, and the scene bathed in light, he immediately real-

ized he had the perfect occasion to fry out his brand-new
Sony Handycam. He started taping.

When it was over, Holliday put his camera away and went
back to bed, not fully realizing what he had recorded. It

wasn’t until late the next afternoon, a Sunday, that he
thought to view the tape he’d taken the night before. Stunned
by what he saw, he called the local L.A.P.D. station and
asked what had gone down. They wouldn’t say. He then

called CNN, but no one answered at the L.A. bureau. Final-

ly, he called KTLA, Channel 5, where he was told they’d

take a look at the tape. It was broadcast on the ten o’clock

news that night.

By the next morning, outrage was felt throughout the city,

and among those most determined to obtain justice for the

motorist in the video were the lawyers of Los Angeles. It was
the case of a lifetime.

It seemed likely to go to one of a group known informally

as “the brutality bar”—lawyers who, because of the

L.A.P.D.’s disproportionately large share of brutality

claims, have made civil-rights-abuse cases the focus of
their practices. Known as “the True Believers” by the city

attorneys whose task it is to defend cops, these lawyers
have their own referral service, Police Watch, which is

well known in communities with frequent L.A.P.D. abuse
complaints.

“All of a sudden, here’s this (Continued on page 158)
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(Continued from page M2) case. . .and it

turns out where [King] was staying was

right down the hill from where I live/’

says Pasadena attorney John Burton, a Po-

lice Watch co-chairperson. “1 was Hip-

ping out. I was saying, *Oh, please. I’ve

got to get this case!’

”

But the rush to represent King was by

no means limited to members of the bru-

tality bar. The jail where he was being

held for resisting arrest suddenly looked

like an American Bar Association conven-

tion. ‘it was just a circus,” says Robert

Rentzer, a criminal lawyer in Los Ange-

les. “Everybody was trying to get a piece

of Rodney.”

But they were too late. Someone had

gotten there ahead of them.

The attorney who’d already landed

King’s signature on a retainer agreement

was not a member of the brutality bar, nor

was he known to have ever tried a civil-

rights case. The legal community was
stunned when it discovered that Steven Ler-

man, a P.I. specialist, had signed the client.

“We in the police-misconduct bar in

Los Angeles just consider [King’s] hook-

ing up with Lerman to be one of the great

tragedies of the twentieth century,” said

one disappointed lawyer, “sort of up
there with the Moscow trials and the sink-

ing of the Titanic.”

How did Lerman get the case? He re-

fuses to say, citing attorney-client privi-

lege. Angela King, who was privy to the

decisions being made in the early hours of

her nephew’s trouble, says that Lerman
was suggested to the family by Warren

Wilson, a reporter at Channel 5-—the sta-

tion that had the Holliday videotape first.

Wilson, one of the best-known black

reporters in town, has been a fixture on
local television for years. He also has a

law degree, although he has not yet

passed the California bar exam. Wilson

says that he does know Lerman, and that

Lerman ’s name was one of several he

mentioned to the family while he was cov-

ering the story.

The question of propriety seems obvi-

ous, but attorney Stephen Yagman, a po-

lice-abuse specialist who practices in Los

Angeles and New York, says that report-

ers routinely steer potential clients to law-

yers in L.A. “A lot of lawyers in this

community, including me, have tie-ins

with people in the media, people I’m bud-

dies with. And if people say to them, ‘Do

you know a lawyer?’ the reputable report-

ers will say,- ‘I can’t recommend a specific

person, -but here are the names of three or

four people who do this.’ The less ilflma-

ble ones will say, ‘This guy here is the

best guy there is.* I've gotten maybe 30

percent of the cases we have from people I

know in the media.**

However Lerman got King, once he

had him he held tight. Rentzer, who was

hired by the family to handle Rodney's

criminal charges, says he had an agree-

ment that he would have a hand in the

development of King’s claim against the

city. When the criminal charges were

dropped, Rentzer says, “Lerman manipu-

lated me out of the case.” “1 would deny

that I chased him out,” Lerman says.

B ut’ the elbowing to get close to Rod-

ney was not limited to lawyers. Rod-

ney’s new fame caused a bitter rift within

his family over such suddenly relevant

matters as movie rights and merchandis-

ing—not to mention who would get to go

on Donahue .

Rodney’s mother, Odessa, is a deeply

religious woman whose faith prevents her

from getting involved in matters of this

world—a category in which her son’s le-

gal case securely fits. She stayed in' the

background, and insisted that her four

other children, also Witnesses, do so, too.

That left a void, which Aunt Angela and

Kandyce Barnes, the aunt of Rodney’s

wife. Crystal, struggled to fill.

Kandyce had two advantages—she was

well spoken and, through Crystal, she had

Rodney’s ear. Angela says there have

long been class tensions between the two

families. “They had some money, they

had a home, and [to them] we were just

slums—you know, lower-class people.

. . . They just pushed their way on in

there.”

A month after the beating, Kandyce

and Steven Lerman went to New York to

appear on the Phil Donahue show, and,

speaking for the family, she told the na-

tionaj television audience that Rodney

was “very paranoid.” She said that he

awoke in the middle of the night, scream-

ing, “Don’t beat me! Please leave me
alone!”

Aunt Angela went ballistic over theDon-

ahue show: “These little aunts and the. in-

laws, they get on there like they’ve been

knowing Glen. They don’t know him. No,

no. No way These people are snakes.
’ *

And her antipathy was not eased by the

events that occurred next.

Kandyce, saying that she had experi-

ence in negotiations, persuaded Rodney to

let her guide him as he chose among of-

fers to buy the rights to his story. The

company she selected was an unknown
newcomer, Triplp-7 Entertainment.

James Banks, the Triple-7 vice presi-

dent and lawyer, describes it as “a mo-
tion-picture producing company, as well

as a television production company and

a book company.” Actually, that is a

hopeful assessment. So far, the company
has produced only a how-to-make-your-

chiid-a-star video, due out this summer.
Banks says that Triple-7 “consists of

people who have been in the entertain-

ment business for many, many years,”

but “because of their involvement in

other projects they do not want to be

known at this time.”

The company was officially formed on

May 1, 1991, two weeks before it signed

Rodney King. “As you can imagine, in

the beginning, the bidding was horrible,”

Banks says. “Everybody and his little

brother was coming out of the woodwork
to buy these rights, from one coast to the

other.”

And how was Triple-7 chosen? Kan-

dyce says that she merely acted as a
‘

‘go-

between” for King, sorting out and pre-

senting him with the various offers, and

that Triple-7 emerged as the best choice.

Banks, however, says that Kandyce ap-

proached Triple-7 through a mutual
friend, one of the silent partners. “It

boiled down to the confidence . in the

friendship, in the relationship, that did it

for [King], no doubt about it in my
mind,” Banks says. He adds that Kan-
dyce may get a co-producer’s credit on the

movie and the mini-series Triple-7 plans

to make. (“I’m flattered to hear that,”

says Kandyce.)

Apparently, King had no advice on the

negotiation except for that of Kandyce.

Steven Lerman says he did not partici-

pate. And Aunt Angela knew, nothing of

the deal until after Rodney had signed it.

“He was not even well yet—that’s what

made me sick.”

But, Banks notes, “the document in-

volved is as good as any Philadelphia law-

yer could put together. It’s a bona fide

contract.” Banks declined to say how
much Rodney was paid for signing the

contract. Angela says she heard it was

$20 ,000 .

And what did Triple-7 get for its mon-
ey? “Rights to Rodney King’s story,”

says Banks, “lock, stock, and barrel.”

For Banks, an entertainment lawyer,

and his partners, the King signing repre-

sented a magic entry into the big leagues,

and to say he is enthused does an injustice

to his enthusiasm. “I mean, what else can

you compare this to? I don’t think there [s

anything else. Not since those boys [the

Founding Fathers] signed that other docu-

ment [the Constitution].
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“Without sounding Iheat^P it has
such an impart that, to do the story, it

ultimately has to be a feature film for the
rest ol the world. Domestically, proba-
bly a mini-series. A fhrcc-night mini-se-
ries on him.” That is not all. There will
be a book. “Tlhere are really two books,
I should say. There’s the making of the
story, and the story. Because the making
is almost as interesting as the story.’’

Banks has an idea in mind for a T-shirt:

“I think Mr. .King’s statement ... ‘Can’t
we work together?’ Glen’s statement was
a beautiful statement. And I think that,

with his picture, would be very apropos.”
Meanwhile, Banks is busy writing ‘‘cease *

and desist letters to bootleggers using
Rodney King's face or name without a li-

cense, and he has an investigator tracking
the pirates down.

All of which leaves Aunt Angela—and,
she says, the rest of the King family—out
in the cold. “We’re looking at millions
and millions of dollars,” she says. “And
everyone’s trying to find out who’s doing
what. Everyone except for his own imme-
diate family. And he can’t see this.”

With books and movie projects and
the multimillion-dollar civil suit all

in the works. King became a valuable
commodity. But his partners soon realized
that he was also a risky investment. In
May 1991 , with the ink still not dry on his
Triple-7 deal, King drove to Hollywood,
where, in a dark alleyway, he engaged the
services of a transvestite hooker. As luck
would have it, two undercover L.A.P.D.
vice cops were watching this particular

prostitute, and they moved in for the
pinch. King tore out of the alley, nearly
running over one of the cops. He then 1

stopped a patrol car, told the cops about i

the incident, and was arrested for assault-

ing a police officer with a deadly weapon, r

Lerman maintains that the assault charge ‘

was a setup by the L.A.P.D., which was t

bent on discrediting King. For its part, the p
state attorney general’s office decided t<

against filing charges. “We felt that it h
was a defensible case, considering that 1
they were undercover and there wasn’t a h
reasonable conclusion that [King] knew tl

they were police officers,” says Deputy tl

Attorney General Peggy S. Ruffra, who
handled the case. “There was some rea-

“

sonable doubt as to whether he was trying
“

to run over the person or just get the hell o 1

out of the alley.” C(

Still, nobody denies that Rodney King th

was in that alley with that hooker—“I’m K
his lawyer, not his conscience,” Lerman lil

says. And soliciting hookers in dark alleys qi
was not the ideal way for a man with a
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multimillion-dollar civil suit pencB^
against the local police to he spending his

leisure hours. King’s minders realized it

was imperative to keep him from getting

into any more awkward r circumstances.

But Lerman prefers a different emphasis.
“Rodney King doesn’t need a keeper,"
he says. “Rodney King needed protection
from those that would do him harm. And
the fact that he was set up [in Hollywood)
underscored his vulnerability.”

King has told people he's miserable in

his cloistered life. “He’s just kind of jit-

tery,” Angela said after a recent visit to

Ventura County. “He asked me to come
out there; he wanted me to sit and talk

with him awhile. He gets lonesome, and I

1 Modney King

is a victim,”

Lerman says, “and

my intention

is that Rodney King

never become

political fodder.”

know how it is—you know, your family
not around.”

But Lerman has convinced King that he
needs his lawyer’s shroud to survive.
“He’s mindful, because I’ve told him that
there are people out there that know their
place in history could be assured -if they
took a shot at him,” Lerman says. “I
have to take Rodney King and... say,
This is what s good for him. Not good for
him because he likes it, or he agrees with
this or that. I enjoy a dialogue with him
that’s unique.”

^

Lerman says that he has made King

^

part of my life,” and that he has spent
hundreds of thousands” of dollars of his

own money on the case so far. Lerman’s
colleagues and competitors are in awe of
the effort. “I mean, he’s basically put
King on a salary,” says one. “He seems
like he doesn’t have any other cases. It’s

quite remarkable.”

The tight rein has clearly accomplished

W several crucial goals. If King’s life is real-

ms ly in tlanger, it has kept him safe so far,

il And it has kept away other lawsers.
ig “There were many attorneys chasing him
s. down, trying to solicit the ease, trying to

s. dissuade him from continuing to have
Lerman represent him," says Rentzer.

>n Lerman has also successfully kept at hay
d leaders of the black community who have
I) sought to give King a more public role in

confronting racism. “Rodney King is a
n victim," Lerman says, “and my intention
l- is that Rodney King never become politi-

0 cal fodder, never become ammunition for
e somebody’s agenda.”

k

1 T t’s safe to guess that Rodney King was
X a reluctant volunteer when he made his

famous plea for peace outside Steven Ler-
man’s office two days after the cops’ ac-
quittal. “He was terrified,” says James
Banks. Reporters and TV crews, two hun-
dred strong, had assembled. An L.A.P.D.
helicopter hovered overhead. Los Angeles
and the nation were waiting to hear from
the man in whose name the city was being
burned. Dozens of people had already

‘died, and although the National Guard
and Mayor Bradley’s dusk-to-dawn cur-
few had quieted the town, the wrong
signal from Rodney King could easily ig-

nite another explosion. In fact, someone
from Bradley’s office called Lerman just
before King’s appearance for assurances
that King would do nothing to heighten
tensions.

Wearing a blue jacket, blue slacks, and
a blue shirt. King walked into the sun-
shine on Wilshire Boulevard and said:

“People, I just want to say. . .can we
all get along? Can we get along? Can we
stop making it horrible for the old people
and the kids? ... We’ve got enough smog
here in Los Angeles, let alone to deal with
the setting of these fires and things. It’s

just not right. It’s not right, and it’s not
going to change anything.

“We’ll get our justice. They’ve won
the battle, but they haven’t won the war.
We will have our day in court, and that’s
all we want. . . . I’m neutral. I love every-
body. I love people of color, ... I’m not
like they’re. . .making me out to be.

We ve got ta quit. We’ve got to
quit I can understand the first upset
for the first two hours after the verdict,
but to go on, to keep going on like this,

and to see this security guard shot on the
ground, it’s just not right. It’s just not
right, because those people will never go
home to their families again. And I mean,
please, we can get along here. We can all

get along. We’ve just got to, just got to.

We’re all stuck here for a while. . . . Let’s
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try to work it out Let’s try to work
it out.”

And then, taking no questions, he was
escorted back inside. It was a remarkable

performance, and none were more pleased

with it than Steven Lerman and James
Banks, who had advised King as to the

tone, and even the phrasing, of his words.

“I told him that there are certain things

that people will probably want to hear him
say,” notes Lerman, “but that what he
said would ultimately be his decision.”

“The telephone lines were really buzz-

ing,” says Banks. “Glen and I talked just

like two guys sitting around just shooting

the bull, as to what we wanted to come
out of this. We talked about Dr. Martin

Luther King. And I said, ‘Glen, you
know, I was there when he made that

speech, “I have a dream.” ’ I wasn’t

physically there, but I was around then.

And I never dreamed that one day I would
be associated with a speech' that is a thou-

sand times more important, in all due re-

spect to Dr. King

“And we talked about the phrase—and
I’m so glad that he said it—I said, you
know, ‘Glen, this is just a battle we lost,

"/ used to know a clever toast
,
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SoJillyourglass to anything

,

[
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but we’re gonna win the war.’ And I was

very pleased that he talked about that. It

had a strong resonance. And the one that

was all his own was when he said. ‘Can’t

wc work it out? Can’t we work together

on this?’ That was right from the heart.

That tore everybody apart.”

While King’s plea seemed to guarantee

the peace, it brought a near-universal re-

action: Why didn’t this man testify at the

trial?

“He would have been a fantastic

witness,” Lerman says, “a fantastic wit-

ness.” King himself later criticized the de-

cision not to call him to the witness stand.

Deputy District Attorney Terry L.

White, who prosecuted the four cops, gets

edgy when he hears statements like that.

The case had been a political nightmare

for the D.A.’s office—which ordinarily

works with the police department, not

against it—and it was White, still only in

his thirties and far from the department’s

most experienced assistant D.A., whose
career might be on the line.

White had to have heard the gossip

that District Attorney Ira Reiner, a vet-

eran L.A. politician, chose him, a black

attorney, as an insurance policy. If they

lost- the case—unlikely as it seemed,
with that videotape as evidence

—
“the

black community would have to trash

one of its own to get to Reiner,” as one
L.A. lawyer puts it.

Almost from the beginning, the ques-

tion of whether to call Rodney King as a

witness was a central dilemma for White

and Reiner, and the subject of intense de-

bate for weeks. All but Lerman agree that,

on some obvious levels. King was a vul-

nerable witness. Not only was he an ex-

con—and if he’d taken the stand, the

defense would have tried to explore his

conviction for a violent crime—but he’d

also been drunk the night of the beating

and had led police on a high-speed chase,

running lights and driving erratically

along the way.

Moreover, King had rendered his testi-

mony “impeachable” by giving inconsis-

tent statements on several key points. He
made early statements that he hadn’t been

speeding and that he’d pulled over imme-
diately—statements contradicted by one

of the passengers in his car. Pooh Allen.

In his early interviews after the inci-

dent, King said he couldn’t identify the

officers who’d beaten him, but later he

identified all four defendants in the crimi-

nal case. “You know, my memory is

coming back,” King explained to the

D.A.’s investigators. “I’ve been able

to, you know, Jhink at times and my
brain, you know, it would come back dif-

ferent parts, different little parts. little

bits.”

King’s most glaring contradiction was
on the matter of whether the officers ut-

tered racial epithets while they were beat-

ing him. At his first press conference, on

leaving jail. King said that there had been

no racist remarks, a statement he repeated

to the police investigators. Lerman said

the same thing, as did Rentzer.

But as Lerman shaped his civil suit

around civil-rights violations, race be-

came a central point. King now told the

D.A.’s investigators that the cops had

stood over him, taunting, “Whatsup,
how ’re you feeling now, nigger? Whats-

up, nigger? Nigger, whatsup, nigger, kill-

er? Killer, whatsup, killer? Whatsup?”
He also said that when he got up and tried

to run—a moment, according to the de-

fense, that showed he was belligerently

resisting arrest—it was because an officer

had said,
“

‘I’m gonna kill you, nigger,

run!’ . . . And when I heard that, when I

heard that, that’s when I was gonna break*

for the fucking, for the hills.” That would^

have been especially useful testimony in

the trial, except for the fact that King
hadn’t mentioned it earlier.

Lerman explains that Rodney was
afraid at first to charge racism because he

thought the police might railroad him into

jail and never let him out. He also says

that Rodney’s mother requested that race

not be made an issue in the case.

Then why did Lerman subsequently

charge racism so loudly? Lerman’s critics,

including the district attorney’s office, lay

it off to inexperience in civil-rights cases,

and the mistaken belief that racial animus
has to be part of a violation of rights. (In

fact, most excessive-force claims are

based on a section of the U.S. Code that

says nothing about race; rather, the civil

right being violated is the individual’s

Fourth Amendment right to be free from
unreasonable search and seizure.)

Lerman says he brought race into the

case after hearing a sound-enhanced ver-

sion of the Holliday videotape on which
the racial epithets could be heard. The dis-

trict attorney’s office, which also hired a

sound-enhancement expert, says that no
racial taunts could be discerned. “I don’t

think this is malicious on Rodney’s part,”

White says of King’s changing story. “I

think Rodney’s been manipulated to be-

lieve these things. And I don’t know if it’s

just Steve Lerman. I think he’s been

around so many people he actually be-

lieves what he is saying now.”
White also faults Lerman and his asso-

ciates for accompanying King to meetings

with the D.A.’s office, where they would
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help him answer questions. *^Hlask more worried about winning the case IQ
Rodney a question, and Lermanwould court than losing it. "That's a hell of a
say. Well, you remember you told me, bad settlement posture to be in." observes
Rodney... I didn't know where Rod- one attorney associated with the ease,
ney’s memory started and Lerman’s mem- “

‘If you don't settle with me. there'll be
ory ended. a riot.'

"

White finally got his time alone with In early settlement talks, there was
King m late January, with the trial near- some distance between the two sides: a
ing, and he did not like what he saw. King source reports that the city offered $2 mil-
was inarticulate, moody, inconsistent in lion, with a hint of going to $3 million,
his answers, and quick to anger at what while Lerman asked for $10 million plus
White considered the easiest lobs. “You an annuity, which would give King an in-
could see the anger and the frustration, I come for life.

mean a lot of anger, coming out during Even if the city does come much closer
these questions. And he was still on medi- to Lerman’s figure, say, $7.5 million,
cation at the time. . .and he was getting King will see only a portion of the settle-
very angry about these really not very ment money. First he’ll have to pay off
hard questions.” his lawyer, and if Lerman has the usual
White imagined the impact on the ju- one-third contingency agreement, that

rors if King were to lose his temper in will make his fee about $2.5 million. Jf
court. And then, when the trial started,

something happened that sealed his deci-

sion not to put King on the stand. Melanie
and Tim Singer, the husband-and-wife
Highway Patrol team, testified that they
had not struck King. “Lerman calls me on
a Saturday morning and says, ‘Rodney
wants to talk to you,’ ” White recalls.

“And Rodney got on the phone and he
was a very angry person. Profanity spew-
ing out. He was angry, saying, ‘Melanie
Singer kicked me, Tim Singer kicked me,
and they’re lying!’ It was ‘Fuck this,’ and
‘Motherfucker that,’ and right then I knew
we had made the right decision.”

The defense team later said it had ear-

nestly wished for a chance to go at King
on the witness stand. “We were very dis-

appointed in the prosecution’s decision

not to call him,” says a member of the

team, John Barnett. “We really would
have enjoyed cross-examining him.” The
irony is that, no matter what sort of wit-

ness King made, the violent aftermath

might have been avoided if he had testi-

fied. If he’d been a convincing witness,

he might have clinched it; if he’d been as

bad as White feared and defense lawyers
hoped, he’d have been discredited and the

acquittal would have been less shocking.

K ing may yet tell his story on the

stand, when Officer Laurence Pow-
ell, who was not acquitted by the Simi
Valley jury, is retried. But many doubt
that a federal case, revived by President

Bush in the politically-charged hours after

the acquittal, will ever materialize.

Which leaves King’s multimillion-dol-

Iar civil-rights suit. Scheduled for Octo-
ber, it may never reach court. Lerman
wants a settlement for King, and the city

seems eager to oblige.

City Attorney James Hahn is said to be

Lerman deducts cash advances made to

King, the cost of the twenty-four-hour se-

curity force, living expenses, and so on,

King’s take will be shaved even further.

He will also likely have to pay the con-

siderable medical bills he has accumu-
lated from private doctors—including

the psychiatrist, a plastic surgeon (he’s

already had facial reconstruction), and a

neurologist.

While the two sides haggle, Rodney
King remains in his cocoon, safe from in-

cident, and from rival lawyers. James
Banks is keeping vigilant watch over Tri-

plet’s investment, and Aunt Angela is

still stewing over the family’s being shut

out in the Rodney King sweepstakes.

“Eveiybody else is out there making
money with Rodney King and no one’s

saying nothing. And here I am, the main
source of the family, and you gonna tell

me I can’t make a few T-shirts and sell

them? I talked to Rodney about it. He told

me ... if I could make some money for the

family, then go ahead, because it’ll be a

while before.he’H have any.”

In May, Angela finally decided to go
ahead and get into the Rodney King busi-

ness on her own. She cut out a picture of
her nephew from the newspaper, traced it

onto a white T-shirt, and painted on his

hair and mustache. She planned to sell the

shirts for six dollars—a bargain next to

the bootleg Rodney shirts that sell in

South-Central for ten dollars.

But then she got a message on her an-

swering machine that caused her to recon-

sider her T-shirt project. The call was
from James Banks at Tripie-7.

“Apparently,” said Banks’s recorded

voice, “some people are selling T-shirts

of Glen As I’m sure you’re aware,

the rights for Mr. King are with my
client...”
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By Sally Ogle Davis
“I looked into her eyes and saw a look I’d never seen before. It was
disbelief,fear. ..bewilderment. Irealizedshe was not the girl I'dsent
out there eight weeks before.

' ’

—Paul Miller

There are no doors in the living areas of Lindy and Paul Miller’s
,

. , * / ^ ^ .
,

_, / v
ranch house in the foothills ofVentura; everything is open, spacious, M'^j-V'urV ff
unpretentious. There's a inkehnY for th» n^c u i /S

1

»r**j

7 - * -v v^wi
} ^uviuuO)

unpretentious. There’s a jukebox for the kids in the living room and
a big pine table in the dining room, the kind that will live up to
decades of family abuse. Outside the open window in the pleasant
tree-shaded neighborhood, someone is raking leaves. The family
mutt is barking for attention.

PHOTOGRAPHS BY SCOTT C. SCHILMA.V
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THE LAST ANGRY TO

The house is a lot like Lindy Miller herself, whose big, wide-

jawed, freckled Irish face is an open book. Every emotion is writ-

ten large in her dark eyes. And right now, what Miller feels is an-

ger, rage and a sense of betrayal.

Several months ago, she says, she quit cigarettes, yet she sits

chain-smoking. On her kitchen counter is a

bottle of tranquilizers. A slender 5 foot 3

inches, she has recently lost seven pounds.

She can’t sleep, and she’s seeing a psycholo-

gist. “I feel as if I’ve been raped,'* she says,

her voice shaking. * it’s worse than a death in

the family—because this is the death of inno-

cence, ofa part ofme.”

For two months, Miller sat as an alternate

juror in the Rodney King trial. And now her

husband, her family and friends, her physi-

cian and her priest are trying hard to under-

stand why she is a shadow of her former self.

Sure, she was sucked into the claus-

guessed and have their lives and those of their families placed in

jeopardy because somebody doesn’t like the outcome. And she

thinks she was set up.

I

t wasn’t supposed to be this way back when Miller first

turned up at her local Ventura courthouse, virtually a stone's

throw from her comfortable neighborhood, to respond to a

routine jury summons. It was her third, but she confidently

expected to be excused. She was the mother ofthree school-

age children, she reasoned, and her husband, a member of

one of Ventura County’s original ranching families, was an attor-

ney. But after a day of hanging around, she was told: “The good
news is you’re not wanted for a jury here. The bad news is you’re

to report to the courthouse in Simi Valley on Thursday.”

With that, she joined some 250 “finalists” in line to be part

of the Rodney King jury. She was sent home with a 41-page

questionnaire designed to ascertain her habits, attitudes, a little

of her history and her moral and political philosophies. “I

waited until everyone was in bed to fill it out, since they had

hey were squeezed to thepoint ofexhaustionandthen throm to the mhes.

trophobic fish tank-like

world in which all ofthe

jurors were trapped. But

when it came to the last

three yards, she was a

sequestered bystander—safely removed
from the final controversial verdict that

acquitted three of the four LAPD officers

outright. Then why has the experience so

devastated her?

This is Miller’s stoiy. But it could be yours

or mine, as much of what she faced is faced

by anyone who sits as a juror on a lengthy

trial. Of course, Miller didn’t sit on just any
trial. In her case, the verdict reached by her

fellow jufors—with which she agrees—has

been blamed for precipitating four days ofvi-
olent insanity notjust in L.A. but nationwide.

And perhaps Miller was more vulnerable than most to the

dreadful disillusionment that now overwhelms her. She feels she

has been betrayed by a system on which she has based her entire

life. “This has absolutely shattered my foundations. I don’t think

I’ll ever be the same,”

In an age of cynicism. Miller believed in the system, believed

in it unequivocally. As a high school social-studies teacher, she
told her students that the American system of justice was the

finest in the world and the Constitution the greatest written docu-
ment in the history of mankind. She also believed that our lead-

ers be they mayor, police chief, D.A. or President—supported

the system they represent.

Now she believes that when citizens with a sense of duty put

their life on hold for eight weeks, to be shut up with a bunch of

strangers for $5 a day, they deserve not to be pilloried and second-

stressed how confidential it was.”

Back at the Simi Valley courthouse, she

was questioned by thejudge on behalfofboth

the prosecution and defense. The next thing

she knew—to her utter amazement—she was
asked to stand to be sworn in.

As one ofsix alternates, Miller would be in

exactly the same situatibn as the acting mem-
bers of the jury until deliberations. She would

sit in thejury box With them all day, every day,

listening to the testimony. She would eatmeals

with them and be sequestered with them^She

knew that ifajuror dropped out forany reason,

she could be tapped to fill that spot.

From that day, her weekday routine never

varied. She left the house at 7:30 for the 40-

mile trip and returned in rush-hour traffic,

arriving home exhausted. “Most nights, I

was in bed by 7.” She cut herself off, as instructed, from all out-

side sources of information, conscientiously running out of the
,

' room ifshe found theTV on at home, ignoring the newspapers for

the first time in her life and keeping her car radio off. (To this day,

months of newspapers are still neatly lined up along one wall of

her dining room, awaiting a time when she feels able to read

them.) She warned her family ofwhat was to come. “I told them
I had to dedicate myself to this 100 percent,” she says. “For the ;

first time, my children (ages 13, 12 and 7) became latchkey kids.

They would tell me about things in their lives, and I couldn’t lis-

ten to them. I have great guilt about that now.” j

Nor was she allowed to discuss the case with her husband— *

though as the weeks went on, there wasn’t much else left for them :

to talk about. Even after 20 years ofmarriage, the artificial silence I

imposed a wedge between them that they are still struggling to
j
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remove. “I don’t think Paul and I ever sat down to talk during that

whole time,” she says sadly. “Our communication was unbal-

anced. The connection had been broken.”

Being lumped together with a bunch of strangers from a wide

variety of backgrounds was difficult at first. “Obviously, there

were some people where the chemistry wasn’t as good as with

others,” she says, “but even with them, as the weeks went on, a

bond developed that just got stronger and stronger.”

The only thing the chosen 1 8 had in common was what brought

them together in the first place. And that was the one thing they

were forbidden to discuss. “We’d walk out of the courtroom after

hearing all this emotional-testimony, and we’d discuss the weather.

It was unreal. My shrink calls*it cruel and unusual punishment.”

She had not realized the kind ofrestrictions she would have to

accept as the trial dragged on. Jurors were met at their cars by

security guards every day and walked through the press into the

courtroom. A bailiffaccompanied her to the bathroom, and other

than that, she couldn’t leave the small jury assembly room, no

matter how claustrophobic it became.

weeks in the making. Everyone—jurors and alternates alike—

was sequestered in the Travclodge in Simi. But each day, upon

returning to court, the alternates were separated from the de-

liberating jurors and shepherded into a tiny room, which they

promptly christened the ARZ—the Alternate Reality Zone. They

felt a powerful sense of frustration, described by one alternate as

being “all dressed up with nowhere to go.”

Watching helplessly as thejurors came out each day for meals,

obviously distraught, both men and women often in tears, look-

ing, says Miller, as if they’d been to hell and back, the alternates

quickly assumed a new role. “It became our unprescribed job to

take care of these people and protect them, to administer .back

tubs and hugs. You could read all the tension and frustration in

their faces. We were waiting for someone to die in there ofa heart

attack or a stroke or for someone to lose their mind.”

Many of the alternates began to display the same symptoms as

thejurors: They couldn’t sleep, they ate little, they were nervous,

hypervigilant. “I'd finally fall asleep at 6 a.m, only to have the

bailiffknock on my door to wake me at 6: 15.”

It’s lik Yietnm—they went to war, andwhen they cam hern, nobody liked them.
”

The group developed the sort of silly codes more suited to a

fraternity than to a group expectedto rule on one ofthe most pub-

licized trials of the decade. They dubbed the taboo subject ofthe

trial “It” and joked about “the K. word.” The jury room became
the Southampton Beach Club. Bathroom visits were PRs—potty

runs. They assumed nicknames: Princess, Jury Queen, Peaches,

Muffin and Buff. The bailiffs were Mom and Dad.

Slowly, they became a team, a platoon, a machine performing

as one.
‘

‘From the very first day,’ ’ says Miller,
*
‘we walked in and

out in perfect order. Everybody had a back to follow.” She likens

it now to being in the service.

For someone who’d never been involved in a trial, the tedium

was the worst. Day upon endless day of nit-picking over seman-

tics—for example, three or four days to debate the meaning ofthe

word immediately—the repetition, the god-awful “police-

speak” designed to deaden the brain ofeven the most alert juror.

And through it all, the infamous video played endlessly in tiny

fragments, frame by torturous frame—until the evidence ofone’s

eyes was distorted and reality became a question of perception

rather than fact.

T

hen came the time for decision. The judge instructed the

jury, painstakingly reading for an hour and a halfsome 8

1

pages on difficult legal concepts like the nature of crimi-

nal intent, the necessary link between the act and the

intention to commit it. The jurors were introduced to the

portentous words to a moral certainty. It struck several of

them, Miller included, as an almost impossible burden of proof.

The jury (among them one alternate who had replaced one of

the original jurors the second week ofthe trial) began its deliber-

ations. And, for the first time, the alternates would be segregated

into a kind of a second-class citizenship. Suddenly, they were

powerless to give voice to the opinions they held that were seven

Even their phone calls home had to be monitored by a bailiff.

Once, to relieve tension, they staged a heavy-breathing conver-

sation between a woman and her bemused husband, until the

embarrassed bailiff on the other end of the line turned the call

over to his female counterpart.

Halfway through the week, there was a noticeable increase in

security, with more sheriff’s deputies on duty and a more visi-

ble show of weaponry. “I knew something was.going on,”

Miller says, “because before I left home to.be sequestered, my
mother had told me, *1 wish I could tell you what’s going on.'

And there was terror in her voice. She’d watched the trial every

day, and I think she felt even then there -d be terrible re-

percussions to this thing.”

At one point in the alternates* room, one of the bailiffs got up

to close the blinds to prevent them from seeing any disturbances

that might start up outside. It was then, says Miller, that she began

to lose it. “I started to cry hysterically ... and I couldn’t under-

stand it. I’ve never reacted that way. I didn’t know myself any-

more. I started pleading with the bailiffto leave the curtains open.

I knew right then that something was wrong with me.”

T

he verdicts came in at noonon April 29. There were no the-

atrics as they were read, no gasps of surprise or shock, no

shouts ofoutrage. Miller wasn’t surprised by the decision.

It was what she had expected. So she was amazed when

she looked at Judge Stanley Weisberg’s face and saw what

she perceived as a look ofdisgust. “Since I really liked and

respected him, his expression betrayed me,” she says.

Thejudge had told the panel at the beginning ofthe trial that he

liked to meet with his juries afterward to get a sense ofhow each

member was feeling and to get their impressions ofhow the trial

was conducted. But after the verdict, no such meeting was

arranged. Instead, the jury was hustled through a narrow corridor
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and down a back stairwell by bailiffs whose

sense ofurgency was palpable.
‘ 4You could see

the stress in their faces,” Miller says. “Even
they were shaking. One ofthem said, ‘Now you

know what Bonnie and Clyde felt like/

“I had no idea what to expect, but coming
out into the light to face the shouting and the

anger and the placards was a shock. I remem-
ber wondering how they had gotten the signs

prepared so quickly.”

Weary, dazed and emotionally spent, Miller

found herself confronted by KTTV reporter

Barbara Schroeder, who stuck a microphone in

terpretation. In this case, it lasted about 20 minutes,” Miller says.

Then they were told, “If you have any problem when you get

home, just call 911.”

At the sheriffs station in Thousand Oaks, where the jurors
1

cars had been parked throughout the week, Miller saw the TV
cameramen carefully filming their license plates as they drove off.

She arrived home in Ventura that afternoon to find the TV from

which she had so carefully insulated herself for weeks blaring

with reports ofthe violence. “I looked at the anger and the hatred

and the ignorance, and it made me physically sick.”

Within 15 minutes, a reporter from the Los Angeles Times was
on her doorstep. “He was very polite. He told me he’d found me
through the DMV, and right then, I knew my privacy was at an

he system is set up to protect thepolice. Ifyou discredit thepolice,

“ her face and, as Miller

recalls, snarled, “Are

you too ashamed to

look in our camera?

Do you know that

because ofyou the city

will bum?” (Schroe-

der denies using those

i words, claiming: “I’m

a very credible jour-

nalist, with plenty of

Emmy Awards on my
shelf. What I did say

was ‘Why will none

ofyou talk to us? Are

you ashamed?
1—be-

cause one juror was

covering his head.

And I did ask one of them, ‘Are you guys aware of what’s go-
ing on downtown?’ I’m very persistent, and I ask the questions

the public wants to know. But in no way, shape or form would
Isay it like that.”)

What followed, Miller says as she recalls the sheriffs bus
taking off across an empty lot with the press in hot pursuit, was
like a slow-motion scene from a nightmare. “I could see the

mass ofpeople running and the angry faces and hear the scream-

ing and the turmoil, and I thought, These people are going to at-

tack the bus. I’m going,to die.”

Back at the hotel, the jurors literally threw their belongings

into suitcases. There was no time to pack, no time for farewells.

“We hugged quickly like a college graduating class. Somebody
•hastily passed around a piece ofpaper for names and addresses,

and that list became my most treasured possession. I had never
spent so much concentrated time with anyone as I had with these

people—not even my husband. I didn’t care if I left my suitcase

behind, but I kept that list on my body.”

Before they left, a deputy said that “under the circumstances,”

the judge had decided to “temporarily” seal the record of the

jurors’ names. “That ‘temporarily’ turned out to be subject to in-

end.” Indeed, the next morning, the phone rang. It was an old

friend from Kentucky. ‘
‘Hadn’t I, she demanded, seen where they

pulled the guy out ofthe truck and beat him? I went to the bath-

room and-threw up.”

The Ventura police came by the Miller house and advised the

family to leave for a few days. Neighbors, most ofwhom had

been unaware that Miller was even on the jury, came by to find

out why the black-and-white was -parked in their driveway.

“Paul wanted to stay and defend the house,” Miller recalls.

“But I told him, ‘This house doesn’t mean anything to me.’ I

went back in and took the baby pictures off the wall and col-

lected the dog.”

That weekend she went with her husband to his law firm’s

annual retreat in the Santa Ynez Valley. Getting out of her car,

the wife of one of her husband’s colleagues asked, “Were the

jurors that stupid?” Says Miller, “It was like a knife. I couldn’t

look at anyone for the rest ofthe time.”

She stayed in her hotel room all weekend perfecting a letter to

her local newspaper, the Ventura Star-Free Press, which-had

published the jurors’ names and places ofwork. “How could you
be so irresponsible?” her letter begged. “I hope the damage you
have inflicted upon these brave people will someday heal. Why
did you turn against them?”

The same paper had earlier published an angry reader’s let-

ter that proclaimed: “I feel ashamed to live in the same county

as those jurors.”

In the days that followed, Miller continued to react like some-
one in mourning. “I watched the fires and the funerals on televi-

sion and thought, God, I was part of what triggered that. I

couldn’t go out—I couldn’t even take the kids to school. I

pleaded with Paul to move to Montana or Idaho or somewhere
far away. I told him, ‘You can be a bartender, and I’ll wait

tables.’ He thought I was crazy.”

Her children sat in chapel at St. Paul’s Parish Day School and
heard a young minister tell them the jury was wrong and stupid

to do what they’d done. Her daughter burst into tears. Ev-
erywhere Miller went, she heard thejury condemned. “It was so
easy just to blame the jury, because they can’t fight back,” she
says with a trace of bitterness.
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P
aul Miller worried about his wit c I lie ull. I0d-haired
lawyer recalls, “I said to her, ‘Let’s talk.' and she looked
at me and said, ‘How can I talk to you about this?' 1 sug-
gested she call the otherjurors.”

And she did. in fact, spending six hours at a time on the
phone became her lifeline. “My shrink savs it's not

healthy, but I feel they’re the only other people in the world who
know how I feel.” She called her priest. “I’ve never called him
before. I think he was expecting me to say I was having an affair,
or that Paul was, because I was crying. When 1 told him 1 was on
the King jmy, there was absolute silence, and then he said, ‘I'll
pray for you? He sent me a mass card.” She called her doctor “I
told him I couldn’t eat orsrleep. He sentme over some Xanax, rec-

dio\ went m war logcthei. and when thc\ came home, nobody
liked them. No wonder they're clinging to each other now.”

(hie of the things Paul heard was that many of the jurors shared
his wife's seemingly bizarre conclusion: The whole thing was a
setup: the jurors were mere pawns in a predetermined game, the
outcome of which was never in doubt. “At first,” he says, “I
thought it was ridiculous. Now, I'm not so sure.”
They point to the extreme inappropriateness of this particular

jury: three members of the National Rifle Association, an ex-mil-
itary policeman, an ex -naval shore patrolman, a park ranger, a
retired program manager for a company that receives military
contracts and a man whose brother is a retired police sergeant. Yet
the black prosecutor, Terry White—picked, according to D.A. Ira

you discredit the system ofwhkh they are apart. They cant let that happen. ”

ommended a psychologist and suggested I get in quick.”
Gradually

, she started trying to resume her life. But things were
different “We took the kids to their Little League game, and Paul
left for a few minutes,while he went to get coffee. I had a dough-
nutm each hand, and when he came back, I noticed I’d been quite
unconsciously taking little bites alternately from each ofthem

”

She wrote to Judge Weisberg, telling him ofthe bombardment
she and her fellow jurors were under—a letter written, she says,
by a desperate, cra2y person who used to be normal.”
“Why were we thrown to the sharks?” she asked. “Why can’t

I sleep or feel safe? Howdo I protectmy children? . . .Please know
that I am not personally blaming you or anyone else. I have writ-
ten only because I trust and respect

you....My life and the lives of the
otherjurors have been shattered.”

Weisberg responded, reiterating

“the public’s right to know the

names ofthose who decide a partic-

ular case” but adding, “Obviously,
had I been able to anticipate the ter-

rible events that occurred after the

verdicts, additional effort would
have been undertaken to protect the

identity and security ofthejurors. In

the future, I’m sure that more will be
done to ensure the well-being of
jurors in cases such as this.”

But that is little comfort to the

dozen or so jurors and alternates

who turned up on a recent Sunday,

afternoon at the home ofone oftheir
number for a reunion. Finally, Paul

had a chance to watch and listen. “I

was blown away,” he says, “at how-
close the relationship between these

people seems to be. They were

squeezed to the point of mental ex-

haustion, and then they were thrown

to the wolves. It’s like Vietnam— !

Reiner, entirely at random for the job—accepted these jurors
without using up his peremptoiy challenges.

They point to the venue: Simi Valley, home of more LAPD
members than any city in L.A. County. It was supposedly chosen
so that the commute would not be too long for everyone involved

. and so the attorneys would not have to stay in hotels during the
proceedings. But, in fact, many of the jurors had very long com-
mutes, and the attorneys stayed in local hotels throughout the trial.

*The system is set up to protect the police,” Miller says.
‘

‘The
district attorney and the judiciary are on the same side. Ifyou dis-
credit the police, you discredit the system ofwhich they are a part.
They can’t let that happen.” Bolstering that belief, she now says

.’/'•'tj,; .

**
-' :**•*•,*

.

X&ryx \ ‘W. .

•

•

•

...-v v.\.‘ •

.

:

*. . S5-. .
* tv -v •

//-* t,*Ac > v- - v •>. r- V ‘ •

' . > ftjro V'.V*'* , in

,
' ? -

*
.

-WV-T. AS .'.'2

• . •

-
:

:
»*

v-i,
'

,
-

.

.

Miller, -

postverilict, f

with fellow?

Juror Steven '

^ ^
Benefiel: “It’s
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so easy just to

blame the jury)

\ because they-

? can’t fight Vf
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back.”
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THELASTANGRVW,

in hindsight, was King's own absence from the trial, l or when the

prosecution rested on March 1 7, after seven and a halfdays, it was

virtually impossible, she says, not to be surprised. “My mouth just

dropped open. It was like, Where's Rodney? My
feeling was that the defense didn’t.need to come on

at all—it had reasonable doubt all over it. Surely,

we thought, he had to come and tell his version.

I

4

‘The criminal assault charges were the most

difficult of all to prove. I don’t think the officers are

us it's unconstitutional to stop the press from publishing jurors'

names," Miller says. “It’s against the First Amendment. Well,

the First Amendment doesn’t do anything to protect the jurors."

She’s organized a jury-support group with the Ventura County

Mental Health Services’ chief psychologist. Dr. Richard

Reinhart. The agenda for the first meeting included a discussion

entitled “Why do we feel like the scapegoats for problems that

have much deeper roots than any one set of verdicts?"

“I've neverbeen an activist," says Miller. “This is so unlike me,

llofthe regularjurors have receivedlettersfrom fomMetzger,

telling them they have been made members ofthek MuxMan

r
criminals. Why would anyone

commit criminal assault when

there are so many witnesses?

You could see it on the video.

There were cars passing—at

one point, even a tour bus

came by as Rodney was

being beaten. They picked a jury that would

do their dirty work. We were used."

A
nd the dirty work had a price—one

that many of the jurors continue to

pay. One woman fears for her job,

after a bomb threat at her workplace.

One man took the “Simi Valley"

frame offhis license plate; another is

sleeping with an ax by his bed. Yet another

bought a gun. All of the regular jurors have

received—to their horror. Miller adds—let-

ters from Tom Metzger, telling them they have been made mem-
bers of the Ku Kiux Klan and that the Klan “stands ready to

defend you at a moment’s notice."

Ventura County psychologist Ronald Bale, who has closely

followed the aftermath of the trial, says the jurors’ reactions are

understandable. “They’re people who’ve played by the rules, and

the rules have been pulled from under them. It leaves them with a

horrible sense of vulnerability and betrayal. In those circum-

stances, a person can very quickly become radicalized."

Clearly, Miller has. This woman who used to hide in her

kitchen rather than confront a salesperson is now out there fight-

ing with missionary zeal. She’s been firing off letters and phone

calls to her local lawmakers. She’s had long conversations with

Senator Ed Davis’ office in Sacramento, offering help in his fight

to pass the amendment to SB 1299, which would make it a mis-

demeanor to publish information through which the “average

person" could locate a juror. (The bill is opposed by the Amer-

ican Civil Liberties Union and the media.) “They keep telling

but I have to know I did everything I could."

Meanwhile, she says her family life has

changed irrevocably. “I know I will never

deal with my children in quite the same way.

I want to tell them they can’t believe what

they read in the papers or see on TV. I will

tell them our system is not perfect. I won’t be

as protective or idealistic with them."

She didn’t vote in last month’s primary. “I

convenientlyhadmy eyes dilated, so I couldn’t

drive. When I heard that thepress tracedjurors

through the voter-registration rolls, I thought I

might never vote -again. The system rapes me,

and then it expects me to participate."

As a lawyer, Paul worries about the implica-

tions of this case. “It’ll take years for the ef-

fects to pass," he says. “Will juries now hold

their finger up to the wind before delivering a

verdict? Will we start trying people by public

sentiment?" But mostly he worries*about his wife, his family and

their future.
4

‘They took Lindy and turned her from a very nice per-

son into a total cynic. I don’t know where she’s going to land."

One place she’ll land, says-Miller, ifsomething is not done to

protect future juries, is out in front of the Ventura County'

Courthouse. “I’m going to call the news media and go down
there with a group ofjurors and friends and picket." Her hus-

band, she says, “thinks I’m mad. He asked me to tell him when
I plan to do this, so he can be out oftown."

The long-term effects oh her marriage, she admits, have yet to

be assessed. “It seems like everything domestic is on the back

burner right now. I’m still so obsessed with this. I find that 90

percent ofmy time is focused on it. Whenever Paul comes home,

I’m on the phone with the jurors."

“She used to be sociable and friendly," says Paul. “She
always kept any unpleasant feelings to herself. Now there’s a dif-

ferent awareness. Where this awareness will take her, I don’t

know. To tell you the truth, I’m not sure what I’ve got now.”
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Appeals Court Polls Defense,

Prosecution in Powell Retrial

King beating: Attorneys are

ordered to answer provocative

questions regarding officer’s

petition for change ofvenue. A
.
filling is expected soon.

By LESLIE BERGER
TIMES STAFF WRITER

A state appeals court, indicating that it

will rule quickly on Officer Laurence M.

Powell's request for a retrial outside Los
Angeles County, on Friday ordered attor-

neys to respond to a series of provocative

questions, including whether the riots left

“ah atmosphere of fear and apprehension

I

in potentialjurors in Los Angeles/'
I Though the court has yet to issue a final

decision, Powell's attorney and two legal

j

experts said the order bodes well for the

j

officer, the only one of four Los Angeles
i police officers not acquitted on all counts in.

] the Rodney G. King beating. Had the court

been inclined to reject Powell's request, it

would have done so, defense attorney

Michael P. Stone said.

“I’m never confident about this case,”

j

Stone said, “but this is what I was waiting

, to hear, rather than just to get to the denial.

! “The only reason I can think of to leave

|

the case in L.A. is if the Court of Appeal
:

has somehow come to the conclusion that

j

the atmosphere is more positive for Larry
! Powell than in 1991, and that's ridiculous,”

;

Stone said. “It's definitely more hostile

’ now.”
,

* Sandi Gibbons, a spokeswoman for Dist.

I Atty. Ira Reiner, denied that the court's

|

order signaled a setback for the prosecu-

tion, which wants the case to be heard in

[
racially diverse Los Angeles.

The justices want “to see some legal

briefs to aid them in making a decision,”

Gibbons said. “I don’t think it means
anything other than that.”

During Powell's first trial in predomi-

nantly white Ventura County, he and three

other Los Angeles police officers—Sgt.
(

Stacey C. Koon and Officers Theodore J.

Briseno and Timothy E. Wind—were ac-

quitted on 10 of 11 counts in the March 3,

1991, beating of King, who is black. The
jury of 10 whites, a Latina and an Asian-

American deadlocked 8 to 4 in favor of
1

acquittal on the remaining charge against

Powell. !

The 29-year-old Powell, who remains
j

suspended from duty without pay, faces a!

single count of excessive force under the!

color of authority. His retrial is scheduled!

for Oct. 19.

Superior Court Judge Stanley M. Weis-

berg, who presided over the first trial,

ruled in May that the retrial should occur

in Los Angeles County. Siding with prose-!

cutors, Weisberg found that the trial and
subsequent riots received such widespread

publicity that a change of venue would be

meaningless.
i

In its order issued Friday, the appeals!

court questioned the effect that the riots,!

publicity and politics had on Powell's!

chances for a fair retrial.

The court ordered attorneys to address a
series of 16 detailed questions in their

written arguments. Prosecutors are sup-

posed to submit their legal briefs no later

than Aug. 10, and Powell's defense team isj

to submit its briefs by Aug. 20.
I

The questions include whether potential!

jurors in Los Angeles County might bel

affected by: I

• The selection of a new police chief,

voters' adoption of a police reform mea-
sure, and criticism of the Police Departs)

(Jrxfictt* pa^e, nam« of

ntwtpapor, city and stsfc.)
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! ment's response to the riots.

* * ^ ^

I

• Discussion of the case during the 1

i campaign for the district attorney’s office,

I
which is on the November ballot, and

preceding the Los Angeles mayoral elec-

,

tion, to be held in April.

• Possible federal indictments of Powell

and the other officers in the King case.

One expert in criminal appeals, Santa

Monica attorney Dennis A. Fischer, called
1

the list of questions extraordinary because I

of its length and detail. He agreed with

'

Stone that the questions—many of which
s

were raised in Powell’s petition to the!

.court—signaled.the justices’ inclination to
]

move the retrial out of Los Angeles.
j

Mark Epstein, a Los Angeles attorney!

'who clerked for the California and U.S.

!
Supreme courts, agreed, though more cau-

,

!

tiousiy.
1

“It’s always like reading tea leaves, but

:

!

to the extent you can read anything into it,

;

it probably bodes better for the defense

than the prosecution,” said Epstein, who

'

also served on the Christopher Commis-

;

sion’s legal staff. “It could also be the court
:

just wants to resolve this very fast.”
j
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King Beating Indictments
Indictment-ACLUi; ADDS comments
Crusade, African American Peace

Officer Association. Not '

' Off icer 9

9

is singular in latter organ i sat ion 9 s

~ame«
LOS ANGELES (CNS) - Indictments handed down today against four LAPD

officers in the Rodney King beating offer a ''hope for .justice 99 — or are
''overkill 99 — spokesmen on both sides of the issue said.

''I think it 9 s overkill, 99 former Los Angeles Police Chief Daryl Gates
told radio station KFI-AM. ''I think no other individuals would be put to
this kind of test, but police officers are being put to it, and I think
it 9 s tragic. 9 9

''The acquittal of the four officers on all but one of the original
state charges raised the specter of the revival of justice reminiscent of
the Deep South in the 1950s and 1960s in the Southern California of 199S, 9

9

said a statement issued by the American Civil Liberties Union of Southern
California.

''This responsible action by the office of U. S» Attorney Lourdes G.

Baird restores the hope for justice in this tragic episode, 9

9

the ACLU
statement said.

Officers Laurence Powell, Timothy Wind, and Theodore Briseno and Sgt.
Stacey Koon were named in indictments charging them with violating the
civil rights of King, a black motorist who was pulled over and beaten March
3, 1991, following a high-speed chase on freeways and surface streets in
the San Fernando Valley.

The four, all white men, were acquitted of assault and other charges in
state court, although Powell will be re-tried on one assault count. The
April verdicts touched off three days of rioting in Los Angeles County.

People ''should be encouraged by this to leave justice to the system and
not take justice into their own hands, 9

9

said state Sen. Diane Watson, D-
Los Angeles, a candidate for county supervisor.

''Community leaders kept the pressure on to make the system look at the
evidence, 99 Watson said. ''These indictments are vindication for those of
us who insisted justice would eventually be done. 9

9

Danny Bakewell, leader of a black equal-rights group called Brotherhood
butCrusade, said the indictments were welcome, if ''slow in coming 9

not enough in themselves.
' 'We’re hoping these indictments will result in convictions, 99 Bakewell

said. '

' It 9 s not enough to indict someone — I hope we 9 re not just
participating in a dog-and-pony show. 9

9

And, in a memo released today, the African American Peace Officer
Association said the indictments ''symbolize a healing 99 to victims of
pol ice brutal it y.

The association called on the U. S. Attorney’s office to investigate
other cases of alleged police excessive force to ''restore the American
people’s faith in their criminal justice system. 99
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4 Officers

indicted in

beatin
By Linda Deutsch i

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS • :

The four Los Angeles police officers who were
j

acquitted on most state charges in the Rodney
King beating were indicted by a federd grand]

jury oh civil rights charges, ' the U.S; Attorney
j

said today. ‘"T !
>;•!

The grand -jury; indictment, which.’was! fe-

turnedTuesdaybutunsealed today in-Los Ange-

les, accused Sgt. Stacey Koon and officers Law-
rence Powell,---Timothy ’ Wind-' anfLTnepdore
firiseno of deprivingJCing of hjs

;

ciyil
i(

righ|s|^hile

actiM’ undervthe colpf.bFlaW'i' '

;
'

f. j

UsS. Attorney,Lbufde3- -Baird- .said, thgiiriyeslife!

gaition into -the. case was continuing, but declined

to say whether additional indictments were ex-

pected. .--The investigation is still open.. I cannot,

'commenthn what charges we might
9
be looking at

orityiiat witnesses we might be looking at.”

The four, defendants were invited to surrender

to authorities on Thursday, she said.
;

• In- Washington, Associate Attorney General

Wayne Budd said: “The Department of Jjustice

has a responsibility to vindicate the violation of

the' fundamental rights protected by the United
States Constitution. The indictment of the four

police officers in Los Angeles whose conduct was
captured on videotape last year is the first step

toward- fulfilling that responsibility.” 7

VjivEach
1
defendant, was - charged under a' civil:

(Irxlcrte p*o«. aam« ol

newipuper. city «n(J state.)
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rights, statute that carries a maximum penalty of

10 years in prison and a $250,000 fine, said

' The two-count indictment alleges that the de-
' fendants “willfully and intentionally used unrea-

sonable force” during the arrest of King for, a

speeding violation on March 3, 1991. \
1 The indictment charges Powell, Wind and Bri-

f seno with aiding and abetting each; other in de-
1

'* driving King of his civil* rights. It names Koon
l* aohe;pn a charge of fading to prevent the unlaw-

j

‘'fill assault by officer^ in his supervision.

All except Powell wer$ ; ,
clearejl of assault 1

’charges last April 29, a verdict which prompted

bonSj&rth^ hation's’worst riots in Los Angeles.

kl^PoweUy 29, ..still] - faces a state trial on one

^Ml^g^i^esplyed by the jury. The indictment of

Briseno, 39, who turned on his fellow officers and
testified against them at the state trial in Simi

Valley came as a surprise since he maintained he;

tried to stop the beating.

Former police Chief Daryl Gates, in an inter-

view with KFI radio, called the indictments

“overkill.”

“No other individual would he put to this kind

of test and police officers are being put to it and

I think it's tragic,” Gates said.

“The officers were tried, the district attorney

did his very best to convict them and he was not

able to do that and now the federal government

is stepping in to do what the state was not able

to do.”



By Haya El Nasser
and Jonathan T. Lovitt

USA TODAY

LOS ANGELES — The four

police officers acquitted of

beating Rodney King must sur-
j

render, today to face federal
1

civil rights charges.

The indictments, handed
down late Tuesday and un- .

sealed Wednesday, charge offi-
'

cers Laurence Powell, Timo-
thy Wind and Theodorq
Briseno with aiding and abet-

,

ting the kicking and baton beat-

.

ing of King, a black motorist

The4ourth officer, Sgt Sta-

cey Koon, faces charges of fail-

ing to prevent the assault by of-

.

fleers under his command;
Arraignment is set for Monday;

"Civil rights cases are not
(

;easy.cases,” says U.S. Attorney

!

Lourdes Baird. “But the gov-

ernment has a good record”
Federal prosecutors will not

argue the beating by four white
,

cops was racially motivated.,

The four are charged 'With

.

violating basic rights,of all citi-

zens to be free of unreasonable^

assault by police, Baird says.
*

'

!

"I think race played a big’

part,” says State Sen. Diane
Watson. “I’m just praying for

justice this time. I fear if justice

is not carried out, the situation

will get worse.”

The April 29 acquittal of the

four on all but one state crimi-

nal charge triggered the USA’s

worst rioting. The furor was in-

tensified because the trial had
been moved to predominantly.

white Simi Valley. '

“I don’t believe a change of

venue is supported at all” in

this case, Baird says, because

;
the federal district picks jurors

from seven counties. *

Baird says the three-month

secret grand jury investigation

is continuing and. more indict-

1

ments may be handed down.
;

. Other reaction: - „
,
Former LA police chiefr

Daryl Gates, pressured into,re£

- signing because of the March 3?;

-1991 King beating; calls-ffie in-
dictments "overkill.” :

“I’m extremely pleased *

;
that the federal government is,!

;
pursuing the case,’\sayS'King’s

;

lawyer Robert Neubaueiv-, ..

"I’m thrilled,” says* state

;

NAACP head Jose De. Sosa.

"It’s only the fair thing- to do.

.

King’s rights were violated.”

. The four face up to lOyearS/-

in prison and a $250,000. fine. ^

{kxi*c*t© pege, name of

newspaper, city and stats.)
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FOUR INDICTED BY FEDERAL GOVERNMENT
FOR CIVIL RIGHTS LAW VIOLATIONS IN KING CASE

LOS ANGELES - United States Attorney Lourdes G. Baird

announced today that a federal grand jury returned a two-count

indictment charging Stacey C. Koon, 41, Lawrence M. Powell, 29,

Timothy E. Wind, 32, and Theodore J. Briseno, 39, while acting

under color of law with depriving Rodney Glen King of his

federally protected civil rights.

According to Ms. Baird, the indictment, which was unsealed

by the U.S. Magistrate today, alleges that three of the

defendants, Powell, Wind and Briseno* who at the time of the

incident were on-duty officers of the Los Angeles Police

Department, willfully and intentionally used unreasonable force,

during their arrest of Rodney King on March 3, 1991. The conduct

as described in the indictment is-

a

deprivation of a right

provided by the United States Constitution. The fourth

defendant, Koon, then an on-duty sergeant with the Los Angeles

Police Department, is charged in the second count of the

indictment wrth depriving King of a constitutionally protected

right by willfully permitting and failing to take action to stop \

the unlawful assault by the other defendants, who were under
’(

Koo'n's supervision.

"
-v * ^
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-MORE-



In Los Angeles, U.S Attorney Baird said, "This indictment,

for violations of federal civil rights law, is the result of the

federal investigation which started after the assault, was

suspended during the state prosecution and resumed following the

verdict in the state case against the same defendants. In

accordance with United States Department of Justice policy and

the United States Supreme Court legal authority, the federal

government can and often does await the outcome of state

proceedings before initiating its own prosecutions." Baird

added, "Yesterday's indictment does not conclude the federal

investigation of this matter. The investigation is continuing."

In Washington, D.C., Associate Attorney General Wayne Budd,

who has personally directed the federal investigation, said, "The

Department of Justice has a responsibility to vindicate the

violation of the fundamental rights protected by the United

States Constitution. The indictment of the four police officers

in Los Angeles whose conduct was captured on video tape last year

is the first step toward fulfilling that responsibility." Budd

noted that an extensive federal grand jury investigation has been

conducted oyer several months and was directed by attorneys from

the' Civil Rights Division of the Department of Justice and the

United States -Attorney's Office.

Each of the' four defendants is charged under 18 United
*. • \ \

States Code § 242.
‘ ; jUnder- that 'statute the maximum penalty for

* r A
-'

4

each defendant is ten- years imprisonment and a $250,000 fine.

-
' -MORE-



f

Baird commended the efforts of the Federal Bureau of

Investigation and the agents who are working on the

investigation, as well as the attorneys who are conducting the

grand jury investigation, Assistant United States Attorneys

Steven D. Clymer and Lawrence S. Middleton, and U.S. Department

of Justice Civil Rights Division prosecutors from Washington,

D.C., Barry Kowalski and Alan W. Tieger.

# # #

* An indictment is merely a formal charge that a defendant has
committed a violation of federal criminal law and every
defendant is presumed innocent, until and unless proven
guilty.



UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

FOR THE CENTRAL DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA

February 1992 Grand Jury

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,

Plaintiff,

STACEY C. KOON,
LAURENCE M. POWELL,
TIMOTHY E. WIND, and
THEODORE J. BRISENO,

Defendants.

CR 92-

INDICTMENT
[18 U.S.C. § 242: Deprivation
of Rights Under Color of Law;
18 U.S.C. § 2; Aiding and
Abetting]

The Grand Jury charges:

COUNT ONE

•
' [18 U.S.C. §§ 2 & 242]

On or about ^arch 3, 1991, in Los Angeles, California, within
k

'

the Central District- of California, defendants LAURENCE. M. POWELL,

TIMOTHY E. WIND, and THEODORE' J.'"‘ BRISENO, then police-officers with

the Los. -.Angeles Police Department, while acting under color of the
*

'
. *

' *
' *-.

laws of the state of California, aiding -.and abetting each other,

SDC:sdc



did willfully strike with batons, kick, and stomp Rodney Glen King,

an inhabitant of the state of California, resulting in bodily

injury to Rodney Glen King, and thereby did willfully deprive

Rodney Glen King of the right preserved and protected by the

constitution of the United States not to. be deprived of liberty

without due process of law, including the right to be secure in his

person and free from the intentional use of unreasonable force by

one making an arrest under color of law, all in violation of Title

18, United States Code, Sections 2 and 242.

2



COUNT TWO

[18 U.S.C. § 242

]

On or about March 3, 1991 , in Los Angeles, California, within

the Central District of California, defendant STACEY C. KOON, then

a sergeant with the Los Angeles Police Department, while acting

under color of - the laws of the State of California, did' willfully

permit other Los Angeles Police Officers in his presence and under

his supervision, namely Laurence M. Powell, Timothy E. Wind, and

Theodore J. Briseno, unlawfully to strike with batons, kick, and

stomp Rodney Glen King, an inhabitant of the State of California,

while Rodney Glen King was in the custody of those officers, and

did willfully fail to prevent this unlawful assault; resulting in

bodily injury to Rodney Glen King, and thereby did willfully

deprive Rodney Glen King of the right preserved and protected by

the Constitution of the United States not to be deprived of liberty

without due process of law, including the right to be kept free
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from harm while in official custody, all in violation of Title 18,

- United States • Code , Section 242

.

A TRUE BILL

Foreperson

LOURDES G. BAIRD JOHN R. DUNNE
United States Attorney Assistant Attorney General

Civil Rights Division

BARRY F. KOWALSKI
Deputy Chief
Criminal Section
Civil Rights Division

• 4

ROBERT L. BROSIO
Assistant United States Attorney
Chief , criminal Division
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Federal indictments against

four LAPD officers are

welcome, though conviction is

hardly a sure thing.

The announcement Wednesday that

the four Los Angeles police officers

most directly involved in the Rodney
King beating have been indicted on
federal civil-rights charges is sure to

create expectations that may not be
met. Anyone who looks.forward to this

case as a chance to make up for the

failure of the state justice system to

convict the four officers on excessive-

force and other charges must remem-
ber that an indictment is not the same
as a conviction, and the latter is never

a sure thing.

Although the federal case will be
tried before a jury that may be differ-

ent in racial composition and attitude

than the-first one, a lot ofcomplex hu-

man and legal factors will come into

play. Among these are the competence
ofthe prosecutors and the tendency of
juries,(no matter their background) to

sympathize with police officers called

to account for what happens in the line

of duty. •

Still another roadblock to convic-

tion— one that may be the most diffi-

cult to sidestep— is the fact that try-

ing police misconduct cases can be
more difficult under federal law than

state law. In the opinion of some legal

experts, prosecutors in this case will

have a greater burden ofproofthan lo-

cal prosecutors did earlier this year.

At issue are two separate indict-

ments: one against Officers Laurence
Powell, Timothy Wind and Theodore
Briseno, the other against Sgt. Stacey

Koon.
Powell, Briseno and Wind (who has

been fired from the force) are charged

with willfully and intentionally using

unreasonable force during the arrest of
King. The indictment, in essence,

claims a violation of King’s Fourth

Amendment right to be free of unrea-

sonable searches and seizures.

But the key word in the indictment— “intentionally” — imposes a
tougher standard on federal prosecu-

tors, said Peter Arenella, a UCLA law
school professor and a nationally re-

cognized expert, on legal issues, on
Wednesday.

A federal jury, he noted, could con-

clude that'excessive force was used but
(because of the trauma of the moment
or some similar argument by the de-

fense) the officers had no actual in-

tent to do so. That alone could lead to

an acquittal, Arenella said.

Winning a conviction against Koon
also may be tougher for federal prose-

cutors. Koon is charged with willfully;

permitting the assault against King
and failing to take action to stop it.

But that means the prosecution will

have to show more than the fact that

Koon failed to stop his subordinates

from using excessive force, Arenella

said. It also will have to show that

Koon intended for King to be pun-
ished without due process of law, a

violation of the 14th Amendment.
In effect, prosecutors will have to

convince a jury that the sergeant on
the scene acted as judge and jury —
something the defense could claim

would have been too premeditated for

Koon in the heat of the moment
None of these difficulties, however,

makes the case unprosecutable. There

is certainly enough evidence of crimi-

nality under federal law to justify- go-

ing to trial against Powell, Wind, Bri-j

seno and Koon. The officers’ behavior

in March 1991 remains an outrageous

example of police misconduct — one
that should.be punished by all legal

means. The federal grand jury was.

right to return this indictment, and the-

U.S. attorney should prosecute it vig-

orously. There is hope for justice here,

though that hope must be tempered,

with realism.
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Indictments: Federal

prosecutor says beating

‘was an unreasonable use :

offorce.’ Ifconvicted, each

man faces up to 10 years in

prison and fines.

ByJIM NEWTON '
,

and LESLIE BERGER
TIMES STAFF WRITERS;.

Federal prosecutors unsealed'

a

two-count indictment against four

Los Angeles police officers
Wednesday, reigniting the explo-

sive . legal battle over the 1991

beating of Rodney G. King with
new charges that the officers vio-

lated King's civil rights.

The indictment was handed up
by a federal grand jury late Tues-
day but was sealed until Wednes-
day morning so that prosecutors

could notify local authorities, said

Lourdes G. Baird, the U.S. attorney

for the Central District of Califor-

nia. Charged in the indictment are

the same four officers—Sgt. Stacey
C. Koon and officers Timothy W.
Wind, Laurence M. Powell and
Theodore J. Briseno—who were
tried in state .court earlier this year
and acquitted on ail but one count.

“The defendants are charged
with stomping, kicking and beating

Mr. King," Baird said during a

morning news conference called to

announce the indictments. “It was
an unreasonable use of force."

Baird’s announcement capped'an
intense federal , investigation,'

which began,immediately after jthe

beating but was suspended* when
•the state .filed charges against 'the,

.LAPD officers. It was reopened
"after the not guilty verdicts were
announced April 29- and rioting

erupted in Los Angeles. Powell
was the only officer not acquitted

on all charges, and he faces a^

^retrial in state court-this fall on the

one count for which the jury could

not reach a verdict.

According' to the first count of

the federal indictment, Wind]
Powell and Briseno “did willfully

strike with batons, kick and stomp
Rodney Glen King , . .resulting in

bodily injury.”

Koon, the senior officer at the

scene, was the lone officer indicted

on the second count. He will be
tried on a charge that he allowed
the beating to take place, depriving

King of his right to- be free from
harm while in custody.

If convicted, each officer could

face up to 10 years in prison and be
fined as much as $250,000.

Even with the indictments an-
nounced Wednesday, the federal

investigation is continuing and
more charges could be brought
against the four officers or others,

Baird and other officials said.

The not guilty verdicts handed
down by a Ventura County jury

outraged many residents and
touched off the worst American
riots of the 20th Century. An array

of local leaders and activists on
Wednesday applauded the federal

government’s decision to indict the

officers on new charges.
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"I think that this action is going
to help bring about a sense of

confidence on the part of the

people that this system is now
working;” Mayor Tom Bradley
said. “They want to see it pursued

to the end.”

But retired Police Chief Daryl F.

Gates said the federal govern-

ment's decision to indict the offi-

cers was a misuse of the civil rights

law and risked making martyrs out

of the four men. •

“It's.-dumb, dumb, dumb," Gates

saidSfj.can't tell you how dumb it

is forthe federal government to go
forward with this." . -

,

Gates', successor, Police Chief

Willie L. Williams, declined to

comment, .

Most of the officers and their

lawyers could not be reached for

comment. But Michael P. Stone,

Powell's lawyer,* held a, morning

-

news, conference and said he^ex-
;

pects that his client will be acquit-

ted if jurors can: be persuaded; to

focus dh the evidence in tlie easel A
.pale and drawn Powell stood next

to his>attorney and reiterated that

he did nothing wrong. .

aW7hat can J say?4'm not real
'W happy abdut it/but l know 1

I didn't do anything wrong so I

can't believe they're doing this

again to me,” Powell said. “But I

still stand by the fact thatl didn't*

do anything wrong. I just did what
I was supposed to do.”

Prosecutors, however, said they
have reviewed the evidence and
believe they have a strong case.

.

“The federal grand jury evidence
. . . has been evaluated by career

prosecutors," Baird said. -'The

unanimous conclusion is that the

evidence amply supports the
charges that are reflected in the

indictment.”

FBI Special Agent in Charge
Charlie J. Parsons, who heads the'

Los Angeles office of the FBI, said

.
as many as 17 agents have worked

full time on the investigation of the

King beating since the not guilty

verdicts were handed down in state

court.

“This is not a normal’ case,”

Parsons, said. “This case has had a

profound effect on law enforce-

ment. It's had a profound effect on
the community. It caused a riot.”

In the wake of that riot, many
local leaders criticized- Dist.Atty.*

-

Ira Reiner for failing to win. con-
\

victions against the officers. His-

torically, federal civil rights laws

often have been used to charge 1

officers who escaped vigorous local,

prosecutions, most notably -in the
j

Deep South. .

On Wednesday, however, Baird
'

said the federal government^ decir .

sion to seek indictments was not

meant as a challenge to the district

attorney.

“There has been and is- a very ;V

significant federal interest, from -

the time that this incident came.

;

up,” Baird said. “The return of this- -',

indictment is no indictment against

.the efforts of the district attorney's

office.”

Prosecutors from the two offices

..were planning to meet this week to .

discuss the- cases and to figure out

how to proceed against Powell. A
state trial date of Oct. 19 has been
set for Powell's retrial on the

remaining count of excessive force

under color of authority, but might

be delayed or even precluded by
’

the federal case.

At a news conference Wednes-
day, King's attorney, Steven A.

Lerman, said federal prosecutors _*

would win convictions, but only if

King is allowed to testify. In the

state trial, neither side called King
to the stand and rilany observers

later said it had led to the not

guilty verdicts.

“Ldon't think there'sAny ques-j
jtfdjn that for the prdseciifion;^^
.successful thiiartime, they wM*havev ;

to call RodneyKing as a witness,
”

Lcrmanvsaid; .“Ahd he looks for-

w^jd.i^Jt;'' :
*- t., V '

f -
, M

-^ Federal prosecutors^ not
j

. comment on whether4hey would
;

call. KingV buf.they are-reviewing
j

the earlier case for ideas on-how to <

conduct this. orie. Altfequghrthai
-j

giyes^hem an advaniage,*they:mso* I

.
face a tougher, burden this time. "

j

• Stateprosecutors neededonly to
’ show ^at excessive force was used
against King; but their federal

counterparts need to show that the

officers not only deprived King of

his civil rights but that they “will-
j

fully” didsq.
:

.

*'*
-

They do' not, however, need to.

prove that the.beating was racially'

motivated. .

That is because the indictments

charge the officers with depriving

King of his right to be safe while in

police custody, secure in his person i

and free from intentional, use of

!

unreasonable force. Those rights

;

extend to all citizens, regardless of I

* % ,



their* race; and- any government
officer who,^violates them, inten-

tionaliy can% ^charged; under the

federal4
statute^, ,

.
'

But while racial motivation does

jnot. need ta be proyed,it could be

introduced tov,:lidlp demonst^
Itfiat. tfie officers- actions ;were a

willful attemptto ;deprive
: tang of.

hisrights. 1

**''

* Assistant, U.S;,Atty>'‘Steven Cly-

-c'Q^^not^corn^ oh
|thejcase^or;what approach’-prose-

&ufors ’ might. adopt,. but he said

v raciat animusican- be introduced in
*

l;ciyUrights ,casesdo show'thestate

,:of niind of the defendants;

The federal-investigation of the

tang heating;has attracted at-,

tention /at .the highest, levels, of

government- President -Bush, for
’ instance, announced in a nationally

televised
,
speech that he was

stunned by the* not guilty verdicts

in state court..With Bush in a tight

battle for Teelection, some pundits

speculated that, ,the federal indict-

. menta were timed to help the
“ President's campaign.

,
Asked whether he thought the

indictments were politically moti-

vated, Powell replied: "Sure. Bush

is the one who asked for it."

Baird, whom Bush recently nom-
inated for a federal judgeship, denied

that politics played a role in the

investigation or the indictments.

"Absolutely not/’ she said.

"There has been no direction by
anyone in the Department of Jus-

tice or the White House that we
were to have indictments by any

date. We were given full discretion

and leash to be able to do what we
felt was appropriate."

Attorneys for the officers were
contacted Wednesday morning,

]

and all four men will be asked to

surrender to federal authorities,

Baird said; They are expected to

appear before a magistrate this

morning and return on Monday, for

arraignment.

In the state case, lawyers -for the

officers successfully argued that'

pretrial publicity made it impossi-

ble' to'fincTan impartial jury in Los

Angeles, and the case was moved
to Simi Valley. But even in the

wake.of the riots and the extraordi-

* nary public scrutiny the.unresthas

focused on the federal case, it is

less likely this trial will be moved;

experts said.- Changes of venue in

federal court are much rarer than

they are in state court.

The Central District of California

includes seven counties and 16

million people, and Stone said he

did not expect the change of venue

issue to be a significant one because

of the large jury pool. Baird agreed.

"I am very confident that we can

find a fair and impartial jury,” she

said.

No date has been set for the

federal trial, though some people

close to the case-said they hoped it

would reach a judge before the end

of the year.

Many issues could complicate

the schedule, among them the

question of who will represent the

officers.

The- Police Protective League

spent about $500,000 for the offi-

cers’- legal fees during the state i

trial. That expenditure, combined

with its sponsorship of an unsuc-

cessful campaign against Charter

Amendment P, the police reform

measure, have left its treasury

depleted,’ a source said Wednesday.

As a result, the union may not be

able to spend as much on the legal’

defense for this case, and- if new
lawyers need to be appointed it

j

could delay the trial for months. , I
\

.

1

* i i

Koon’s attorney, Darryl Moun- s

ger, said Wednesdays that, he.

would not be representing;, the.

;

police sergeant;; Mounger declined;

!

to, comment on whether., moneys,

was a factor, sayipg only.that,-he'.

has several' other complicated cas- -

es pending and could not' take oh

the federaltrial., -
. „

. . \ +

Whenever, the*case is heard,Jfaere*

is agreement >among 'Ofhci^ 'ahd^

community leaders thai.it will be*

argued . under* a . microscope, and,,

,

many residents who, were dismayed,,

by the outcome of the state case said -

they win w^tch-this oneclosely.
4

, \ J

State.S^n. Diane .Watson (DrLos

Angeles), who was at,Baird’s.news,
j

conference, . said she was thrilled,)

about the indictments, but added

that Wednesday's announcement
only begins the new case.

’

. \
j

"Now,” she said, "I'm going to .

pray for justice.”

Times staff writers Richard A. Serra-

no and Rich Simon contributed to this i

story.
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By Philipp Gollner ;

Daily-News Staff Writer

^Four LAPE) officers whose state?

court acquittals in the Rodhey King
beating sparked the nation’s worst
contemporary urban riots were in-

dicted Wednesday. by a federal
grand jury on charges they violated
the African-American motorist’s ci-

vil rights 17 months ago.
Seen by community leaders as a

first step in restoring public confi-
dence in .the criminal justice sys-
tem, the two-count indictment ac-
cuses Sgt. Stacey Koon and Officers

Laurence Powell^Theodorc Bri-

seno and Timothy Wind of violat-

ing King’s civilrights under the co-

dor of authority. .%

* -The dificers^re^^cnarfe^with

^

stomping,,^kicki'n’g “and Vesting
j

King,” Lourdes G. fSaird, the LJ.S .
1

attprneyrjn Los Angeles, told 're-

!

porters at 'a
1downtown news confer- •

erice. “It was an 'unreasonable use

of force.”

Attorneys for the four officers

who for weeks had been expecting

.the filing offederal charges branded

)

' '

i v. r»i/DOJ



the indictment as “unconscionable
and immoral,” motivated by poli-

tics.

Baird insisted politics played no
r

role in the indictments, saying the

case is being handled by career
prosecutors “who have absolutely

no political stake in this whatsoev-
er.” :

The indictment accuses Powell,

Briseno and Wind of acting under
color of authority to “willfully
strike with batons, kick and stomp
Rodney Glen King, . . . resulting in

bodily injury” and depriving him
of his civil rights.

A second count accusesKoon—
the supervising officer at the scene
of the March 3, 1991 beating— of
permitting the other three officers

to beat King and violate King’s ci-

vil rights.

If convicted, each officer faces up
to 10 years in prison and a
$250,000 fine, prosecutors said.

Stage set for trial

The federal indictment sets the
i stage for a reprise' of a Ventura
County Superior Court trial that

cleared the officers on 10 of 11

criminal charges and sparked three
’ days of rioting that left 60 dead and
caused more than $800 million in

damage.
‘.“There will be some optimism

.
that some justice will be brought to

bear in this case,” said Joe Hicks,

executive director for the Southern
Christian Leadership Conference in

Los Angeles.

Other civic and community lead-

ers feared the indictments could
spell new trouble for a city looking

to heal.

“I’m going to be holding my
breath and crossing my fingers,

hoping that I don’t wake up to the

verdict we got April 29,” said

Danny Bakeweli, of the Brother-

hood Crusade.

But Baird, in announcing the in-

dictment, sought to reassure the

community: “I’m not thinking
about an acquittal,” she said.

Powell, 29, facing an October re-

trial in state court on a criminal

charge of assault under color of au-

thority, saidcWednesday he is inno-

cent of the charges.

“I didn’t do anything wrong,”

Powell said. “I can’t believe they’re

doing this again to me. I did what I

was supposed to do in that situa-

tion.”

Briseno said the indictment was
unexpected.

“Very surprising,” Briseno told

reporters gathered outside the fed-

eral courthouse. “Definitely not

ready for them.”

Baird said the officers were invit-

ed to surrender to authorities today

in Federal District Court in Los
Angeles, and an arraignment has

been scheduled for Monday.
The officers are expected to be

released on personal recognizance

guarantees.

Powell was seen entering the

courthouse Wednesday to talk to a

pretrial services representative. A
pretrial services official declined to

comment on the meeting, but
Powell’s lawyer, Michael P. Stone,

said his client was hopi’ng to ar-

range a release on his own recogni-

zance.

Koon’s attorney, Darryl E.

Mounger, said his client would sur-

render today. Attorneys for Wind
and Briseno could not be reached

for comment.
Rodney King was at a friend’s

house when he heard the 9:30 a.m.

announcement on television, ac-

cording to his lawyer, Steven A.

Lerman.
“I hope now they can see what

those -men did to me*” Lerman
quoted King as saying. “I want my
chance to tell a jury what it was like

being beaten and stomped. I’ve

done nothing wrong. I hope they

get justice.

“It’s not just for me,” Lerman
said he was told by King. “It’s for

everybody else.”

Issued late Tuesday, the indict-

ment was sealed overnight so law-

enforcement officials could prepare

for any unrest following the an-

nouncement, said Baird, who noti-

fied Los Angeles Police Chief Wil-

lie L. Williams on Tuesday

evening.
. .

No violence related to the indict-

ments was reported as of Wednes-

day afternoon,, an LAPD spokes-

man said.

Investigation continues

Baird said the investigation was i

continuing and that other indict-

ments were “very likely” but she

declined to comment on specifics

of the case or evidence.

Stone said Powell’s defense
would be the same.

“I don’t see this case as any dif-

ferent from any other police use of
force case,” Stone said. “It’s simply

a question of use of force and
whether or not it is reasonable.”

Mounger also denounced the in-

dictments.

“I understand the politics about

it, but I don’t think it’s legally^cor-

rect or morally correct,” Mounger
said. “This was a case of a police

officer trying to arrest a suspect . .
.

;

and it was within the parameters, of

,

the law. For them to' charge him

;

twice'— once in state/ court and
again in federal court— is uncon-
scionable and immoral.”

n

Charlie Parsons, agent-in-charge

ofthe FBI’s Los Angeles office, said

, as many as 1 71FBI agents have been

.working on the King case full time;

since it was revived after the not-

- guilty verdicts.. .

•

An earlier federal,prqbe*wasj
sus-v

pended
t

while the state case pro-

ceeded/ *

",Va

t
;

“Thi& is not a norm} case,” Par-i

sons /aid. “This case has had a pro- 5

found effect on law enforcement;

and the community. It caused a

riot.” _ ;

Baird said Wednesday that she;

saw no problem in finding a fair

and impartial jury because the,

court’s jurisdiction extends over se-

ven counties from San Luis Obispo

to San Bernardino — an ethnically

!

and racially diverse area of 16 mil^
j

lion residents.

Many blamed the acquittals in

the state trial on the largely white,

pro-law enforcement jury drawn
,

from heavily middle-class Ventura

County.



FEDERAL CHARGES AGAINST DEFENDANTS
Following are the federal charges facing the four defendants in the Rodney King beating case:

m THr:

OFFICER THEODORE BRISENO
i ..

- Accused of acting under
1

color of authority to beat
King and deprive him of his

civil rights.

Briseno is a 10-year LAPD
veteran who worked in the

Foothill Division from 1984
until his suspension without

pay after the King beating.

He is married and has two
children.

SBBSml

SfiT. STACEY KOON

Accused of falling to pre-

vent an unlawful assault by
the officers under his com-
mand.

Koon is a 15*year LAPD vet-

eran. Koon is married with

five children. He is currently

suspended without pay pend-

ing an internal Board of

Rights hearing.

>wm

OFFICER LAUHENCE POWELL

Accused of acting under
color of authority to beat

King and deprive him of his

civil rights.

Powell worked as a reserve

officer for two years before

becoming a full-time officer in

June 1987. Unmarried,
Powell is currently suspend-

ed without pay pending an in-

ternal Board of Rights hear-"

ing.

' CFRCEB TfflOTHT WfflO

Accused of acting under
! color of authority to beat
1 King and deprive him of hie*

i civil rights.

Wind joined the LAPD in May\
1990 and was considered a

*

probationary rookie at the:

time of the King beating. He*
was fired by then-Police

'

Chief Daryl F. Gates. Wind is”

married and has one child.

Retta Kossow of Ojai and a juror

in the Superior Court case, called

the federal indictment appalling

and politically motivated, saying

.the case should have been closed

with their verdicts.
1

“The jurors did what we felt was
right based on the judge’s direc-

tions and thought that was the end
of the process,” Kossow said. “I

just don’t think another trial is jus-

tified, and I am totally appalled by
this whole process.”

The federal indictment was note-

worthy for what it left out as much
as for what it included, legal experts

said. Contrary to early speculation,

none of the officers — who are all

white — were accused of racism in

the beating of King, who is African-

American.
An anticipated conspiracy charge

also was not filed in the federal'

case.

“At this time, we do not have a

conspiracy charge, but as I said, the

investigation is continuing,” Baird

said. “We want to move forward

expeditiously. We certainly don’t

have a deadline.

Factors in decision

Legal experts speculate the deci-

sion to leave racism out of the

criminal charges eases the govem-

. ment’s task because ofthe difficulty

of proving racist motivation be-

yond a reasonable doubt — the

standard required for a criminal

conviction.

Still, prosecutors may need to

show racism to prove the charge

that the officers intended to de-

prive King of his civil rights, said

.Laurie Levenson, a former federal

prosecutor in Los Angeles who now
teaches at Loyola Law School.

“One important way of showing
intent is to show a motive, and in

this case the claim may be a racial

motive.” Levenson said.

Levenson and other experts said

conspiracy is difficult to prove —
especially in a case such as this

where events transpired quickly

with. little time for planning.

“The notion that these officers as

they were engaged in a high-speed

chase were somehow agreeing>with

each other to beat King strain^ cre-

dulity,” said UCLA Law School
Professor Peter Arenella.

' The federal grand jury has been
meeting in secret since shortly after

the riots, when President Bush pub-

licly denounced the verdicts and
called for a federal probe into the

beating.

Preceded by a high-speed chase

ending in Lake View Terrace on

March 3, 1991, the beating was
captured on videotape — a key
piece of evidence relied uponTiy
prosecutors in the first trial. *

The grand jury has heard testi-

mony.from more than 80 Los An-
geles police officers — some wfio

stood by during the beating -^as
well as from scores of other wit-

nesses including King’ himself. An
additional 20 officers were inter-

viewed by FBI agents. , *

Evidence handed over J
“If you were in the same room

with Powell, Wind, Koon or Bri-

seno in the last six years, you were
subpoenaed,” said Diane Mar-
chant, who represented many ofthe
officers called to testify. “They
have called people back from vaca-

tion and retired people from Bak-
ersfield. It’s a lot more thorough
than the county grand jury.” *

A week ago, a Superior Court
judge ordered evidence in the statfe

trial — including the batons used
against King and boots used to kick

him — handed over to the grand
jury.

Daily News Staff Writers Rene
Lynch , Jaxon Van Derbeken, Ste-

phanie Brommer and Carmen Rar

mos Chandler contributed to this Ye-

port.
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LOS ANGELES DAILY NEWS

Prosecuting law enforcement officers under the
federal civil rights statute cited in the indictment
of four Los Angeles Police Department officers in
the Rodney King beating case is unusual but not
unprecedented, legal authorities said.

The federal laws under which Sgt Stacey C.
I^oxvofficers Laurence M. Powell and Theodore
jrBriseho, * and ex-officer Timothy E’ WiheTare
'charged were designed to take over when state

prosecutions fail — as happened in the King
beating case when jurors acquitted the officers on
all put one count on which they could not reach a
unanimous verdict.

' The laws evolved out of a desire to make sure
that African-Americans were able to find justice
in the South at a time when local law enforce-. 1

merit officials — prosecutors, judges and even 1

juries— often refused to treat minorities equally,
' said Kevin Reed, western regional counsel of the
NAACP Legal Defense and Education Fund.

U.S. Attorney Lourdes Baird said Wednesday
that the charges do not include allegations that

there was a racial element tb i%e beating of King,'
who is African-American, by white police officers.'

They allege a violation of civil rights that could
be applied to anyone of any race, she .said.

But many legal authorities and activists said
that, the officers’ actions and words before and
after^he incident show that race played a'role in
the; attack. Many also say race will become an
issue as the prosecution tries to prove its case.
The unusual prosecution raises a series of oth-

er questions, including:

M Question: How do the federal charges differ
from state charges stemming from the March 3,
1991, beating in the Los Angeles area of Lake
View Terrace?
H Answer: The state case alleged the officers
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r im
assaulted King and abusedthe authprity granted
them- as police officers. Tire, federali case asserts !

that King’s civil rights vyere violated and is, based
on. the ,Jui^ce>Degart^ -

the constitutional rights of all citizens.
*

SjQ:;Why can’t the four officers be tried; again
on the, state charges?

,

" '*

, ,

r

"BA:. Under}the, “double * jeopardy” rule/ the
'government is prohibited by the U.S. Cqiistitu-

v

tion from retrying defendants who have been

;

acquitted. But defendants can be retried ifa jury <

fails to reach a verdict against’ them and!
Officer Laurence Powell faces £ retrial in state'

court on the single assault charMthat resulted in
\

a deadlocked jury in the first feat
Some critics contend that tee federal prbsecu-

tion of the officers violates that protection
against double jeopardy, but federal officials say
civil rights violations constitute a separate crime.

\

M Q: What must federal prosecutors prove?
j

if A: The burden in federal court is the same
as in state court — proof of guilt beyond* a
reasonable doubt. Federal prosecutors must con-

vince jurors that Powell, Wind
and Briseno “willfully and in-

tentionally” deprived King of
his civil rights by beating him!
and Koon violated King’s rights

by failing to protect him from
the officers under his supervi-

sion.

t-Wk • uv



© Q:: Are such federal prose-

cutions difficult?

13 A: Opinions differ on this,

because of ambiguities over

proving not just that civil rights

violations occurred, but that

the officers exhibited intent to

deprive King of his, rights.

Some legal experts say that

prosecutors haye broad advan-

tage in t proving that if condiict

occurred, there was mtent. But
evidence the beating occurred is1

:

not enough .to convicts prose?-

cutors must prove the officers

specifically intended to violate.

King’s civil rights. -

-83 Q: Have there been other

cases in which federal prosecu-

tions of officers have succeeded

in Southern California after lo-

cal prosecutions failed?

H A: Former California High-

way Patrol officer Michael
Gwaltney of Barstow was con-

victed in* federal court nearly a

decade ago on charges that he

violated the civil ‘rights of a

woman slain in January 1982.

Two state court murder trials of

Gwaltney earlier had ended in

mistrials. After his conviction in

federal court, Gwaltney was.

sentenced to 90 years in prison.

M Q: What is the .expected

timetable of the proceedings in

this case?

W A: The defendants are,

scheduled to be arraigned Mon-
day^ at which time a pre-trial

hearing will' be set. U.S. Attor-

ney Baird has not.announced a

preferred trial date; but federal

,

prosecutions* generally move
quicker than state prosecutions,

officials said. The King case

took about one year to
g
get to

trial in Simi Valley qfter the ;

defense, won a change of venue,
j
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4 LA officers

face federal

charges now 1

U.S. Attorney

Lourdes G. Baird said

polities played no role

:jn the King beating .

- indictments, while

:
LA^s chiefFBI agent

;
saidF“This is not a

j.By Philipp Gollner
AngelesDaily News ‘

LOS ANGELES
Four Los Angeles Police Depart-

ment officers -whose, state-court
acquittals in theRodriey King beat-
ingsparked intense. Hoting have
been indicted by.UTe!deral grand

,
.jury on charges.that they violated
the black motorist’s civil rights.

Seen by community leaders as a
first step in restoring public confi-

dence in the. criminal, justice sys-
tem, tile two-count indictment —
unsealed yesterday— accuses Sgt
Stacey Koon; and Officers Laur-

• ence Powell, Theodore Briseno
and Timothy Wind

1

of violating
King’s civil rights under the color

t-of authority.

“The'officers were charged with

stomping, kicking and beating
King,” Lourdes G. Baird, the U;Si

attorney in Los Angeles, told rel :

portersat adowntowhLbs Arigele^
news conference.' - -

“It was an unreasonable use of

force.”
;

•

Attorneys for the four .officer?

who for weeks had been.expecting
the filing of federal cbarges brandy
ed the indictment as “unconsciqna~
ble and immoral,” motivated .by

politics.
. v,

Baird

role in the ihdibtinents]^^ng.itii^

case is being handled, by bareeri

prosecutors “who have absolutely
no political stake in tills .wjhatso?

ever.” ,
. ... i

The indictment accuses- Powell\
|

Briseno and Wind of acting-Under
color of authority to : ‘‘‘willfully

strike with batons, kick.and.stom| ,

Rodney Glen King . . . resulting,jn;
:

bodily injury” and depriving him !

of his civil rights.
! £

. Ajecond count accuses Koon -4

,
-'the supervising officer afthe scene'
of the March 3, 1991 beating — of

permitting the other three officers

•to beat King and violate King’s civil

rights.

(Indcate pace, run* of

newspaper, city and state.)

THE PRESS-ENTERPRISE
RIVERSIDE, CA

D«t»:THURS . ,
8-6-92

Edition: HEMET-SAN JACINTO
FRONT PAGE

™* :4 LA OFFICERS FACE
FEDERAL CHARGES NOW

;Cfwcten80-33B
r or

Ctesitatfon:

Submtttinfl Officer

LOS ANGELES

. y .

rf ARGHFO ...... _ INDEXED Z—
SMAI »,/>

AU8 1 0 1992

FBI— LOS ANGELES .

.
-

'-1* -L ”“ J1 l[Ml ^ 1 '

/

i



If convicted, each officer faces'

•up to 10 years in prison and a
$250,000 fine, prosecutors said.

; The federal indictment sets the
"stage for a reprise of a Ventura
{'County Superior Court trial that

{cleared the officers on 10 of II

{criminal charges and sparked
{three days of rioting that left 60

(dead and caused more than $800
(million in damage.

j|
“There will be some optimism

{thatsome justice will be brought to

{bear in this case,” said Joe Hicks,

sexecutive director for the Southern
{Christian' Leadership Conference
jin Los Angeles.

f- Mother civic and community lead-

tersi.feared the indictments could
ispelkriew trouble for a city looking

•Sto-heal'.. '

j “I’m going' to be holding my
tfbreath' and crossing my fingers,

^opingvthat I don’twake up to the

Verdict* we got April 29,” said

[Panhy.'Bakewell of the Brother-

shoodvCnisade, a civil rights group.
.» But Baird, in announcing the

^indictment; sought to reassure the

Community; “I’m not thinking'

^outiari'tacquittaii”' she said.

% rBbweili.,29, facing an October

^triaUAState court on a criminal,

jcharge of assault under color of

authority, ?said yesterday he is

iinrtocengqf the charges.

j;*“I dicfoj do anything wrong,”
[POwell^safd. “I can’t believe

•they’re doing this again to me. I did

•iwhat I was supposed to-do in that

{Situation.”

•! Baird said the officers were
iinvited to surrender to authorities

'.[today in U’S. District Court in Los
.[Angeles, and an arraignment has
been scheduled for Monday.

I; The officers are expected to be
.released on personal recognizance
• guarantees.
'{ Rodney King was at a friend’s

{{house when he heard the 9:30 a.m.

announcement on television, ac-

cording to his lawyer, Steven A.
' German.
’*

“I hope now they can see what
{those men did to me,” Lerman
{quoted King as saying. “I want my
chance to tell a jury what it was
[like being beaten and stomped.
I’ve done nothing wrong. I hope

they get justice.

Baird said the investigation was
continuing and that other indict-

ments were “very likely” but she

declined to comment on specifics

of the case or evidence.

Stone-said that Powell’s defense

would be the same.
“I don’t see this case is any

different from any other police

use-of-force case,” Stone said. “It’s

simply a question of use of force

and whether or not it is reason-

able.” .

•

Mounger also denounced the

indictments.

"I understand the politics about

it, but I don’t think it’s legally

correct or morally correct,”

Mounger said.

Charlie Parsons, agent-in-

charge of. the;,iI?BP&. Lbs. Angeles;.^

office, saj^ffiat%i^ahj(jas-I7' EBL«
agents have'bebii working oh the

King case full-time since it was
revived after the not-guilty vejg^
diets., •

• An earlier -federal probe ftasivl

suspended ..While the state case''

proceeded.'; s

“This -is. .not a normal case,”
'

Parsons said', “this case has had-a

profound effect on law enforce-
'

ment and the community. It

caused a riot.”

Baird said yesterday that she
saw no problem in finding a fair

and impartial jury because the

court’s jurisdiction extends over,

seven counties from San Luis Obis-

po to Riverside and San Bernardi-

no — an ethnically and racially i

diverse area of 16 million .res}-:,!

dents.

Many blamed the acquittals in.,

the state trial oftsthe largely ^hite,^

pro-law enforcement’jury m^wii|
from heavily-fniddle-class Ventitf§«

County. ••

The federal,

noteworthy for what it left out ad
much as for what it included, legal

experts said,* Contrary to early

speculation,ihdne ofethe.6fficers^T;
1

:

who are all white — was accused

of racism irflthe beating-df King,

who is African-American.

An anticipated conspiracy
charge also was not filed in the
federal case.

Legal experts speculate the deci-

sion to leave .racism out of the

criminal charges eases the govern-

ment’s task because of the difficul-

ty of proving racist motivation

beyond a reasonable doubt — the

standard required for a criminal

conviction.

Still, prosecutors may need to

show racism to prove the charge
that the officers intended to de-

prive King of his civil rights, said

Laurie Levenson, a former federal

;

prosecutor in Los Angeles who now

,

teaches at Loyola Law School. .

“One important way of showing .

intent is to show a motive, and in

this case the claim may be a racial

motive,” Levenson said.

Levenson and other experts said

conspiracy is difficult to prove —
especially in a case such as this

where events transpired quickly

with little time for planning.

“The notion that these officers

,

as they were engaged, in a high- •

.{speed chase were somehow- agree-

1

king with- each other to beqt King >

strains credulity,’’ said UniVerisity"

.of California, Los Angeles, taw
School Professor Peter Arenella.

/Theiederffi grand jury has been
v,ipeeting. ;fn Secret since shortly
’ after-.W .riots, wheif President

Busli publibiy denounced-the vet-

'

«
;
.didfe and,called for a federalprobe,
into

:

the Mating; ':'V-
j

Preceded by ahighspeed;chase

;

ending in the Los Angeles area of

Lake View Terrace on March 3,

• 1991, the beating,was captured on
videotape — a. key piece.'Of evi-

dence relied .on by prosecutors in

tiie first "trial;
•
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King case:

Prosecutors deny defense

attorneys’ charge that

they were under pressure

from Washington.
'

j

ByJIM NEWTON
TIMES STAFF WRITER

Pour Los .Angeles police offi-
cers accused of violating Rodney
G. King’s civil rights made their
first appearance in; federal court'
Thursday, and afterward seVeraL’
of their lawyers accused prosecu-' i

tors of filing the new. charges for

!

political reasons.
,

V-

]

‘

"This is a politicaljjasei 'ribt 3S
!

I legal case/’ ? said H&rla^t' W.' I

!
Braun, who has Beef/retained to 1

represent (jj^cer Theodore L :

'

Briseno injU^federal case... '“.The .

.

legal systeftgig very politic'al. This /.

is a political year/;’

Braun’scommentswere echoed1

by Paul/DePasquale, who repre-
sentsfpfmerLAPD Officer Timo-

'

,

thy E. Wind.
“Sure, it’s, a political action,”

'

DePasquale said. “We’ve been
hearing that ever since” a Ven-
tura County jury acquitted the •

officers on all but one count in

state cour^ "
,

Briseno,/ Wind, Laurence
;
M. r/.

Powell and Sgt; Stacey ‘fe;'K.6ori

were indicted by a federal-grand
jury Tuesday, and the indictments
were announced the next day.
Briseno, Wind and Powell are
charged with beating King and in

the process violating his rights to

be secure and free from unrea-

(bx£c*!» P«Q0. ram* of

nowypapar, city and eSafe.)

LA TIMES
LOS ANGELES, CA

'tatrFRI-. 8-7-92
Effiton: METRO

PG. B1

TWa: OFFICERS ' INDICTMENT
CALLED POLITICAL

Character

or

ClmfftasSsn:

Submtttng Office:

LOS ANGELES

ffflfCHFn . IK

SERIAU7FH ._^aZL>FI

AUG 0 7 1992

FBI — LOS ANGELES

spnable forCe^ Koon, who iS
charged in a separate:coimt ofithej
indictment, is.accusedo£faihng:io/

.prevent,the assaulted therefore!

violating King’s Tight tu be free]

fromharm whileincustody. ji* I

Defense lawyersusay* they be-,
rlieve the White House pressured]
iocai prosecutors to indict all four!

the officers to demonstratetW
federal government's commit

j
ment to prosecuting civil rights

,
charges^Lourdes G. Baird, U.S;

attorney for the Central District

yehenaently .denies that Washt
ington put any pressure on her or

"

her office. \
s

j

r

As the " officers left cbuijt

Thursday, Briseno and Poweli

'

fielded questions. '
*

“I didn't commit any criminal
act,” said\Powell. ”1 did what I

was taughtto do/’
,

-
1

Oa April 29,t a Ventura County
v jury^foiind the .four- officers’/not/

.guilty , on,/all counts, excepf dne
/agMstPowen^whoi

‘ ini October, on*a charge-qfriusing
j

* excessive *'force tinder colors of !

.authprifyt Those fer<hcts
;
toBched *

;

* off" Tooting./and 'riotih^/invLos;

Angeles, arid in cities .aerpss the
country; - ^

t V
Briseno, who testified in the'

state case that he tried to stop the
[

beating, told ^reporters that ;he s

was stunned to be'included,in the,

federal indictments. Braun, his i

"lawyer/ said he suspected prose- !

cutors wanted Brisenourider.in- !

dictmerit to.pressure himto testi-

fy again against the other officers.,

*Tm upset *and I’m angry,” :

Briseno said of the new charges.
“I don't understand why they’re



putting me through this again.”

While Powell spoke to reporters,

Koon stood a few feet away, but

would say only one sentence,

which he repeated regardless of

what he was asked. "Everything's

in the book, and the book comes
out in October,” Koon said, refer-

ring to a njanuscript.he has written

on the King case and his years in

the LAPD.
As the case enters the federal

arena for the first time, lawyers

said they hope it can come to trial

by this fall, although it could take

longer because the federal charges

may require them to interview new
witnesses and review additional

evidence.

The most notable difference in

this trial-may be that King is likely

to be called to testify. In fact,

,
lawyer Michael P. Stone, who rep-

resents Powell, said’ that he intends

to call King even if prosecutors

decide not to.
-*

"The community needs to see

that guy for whatr he is,” Stone
‘

said. "He is a felon who was trying •

to escape custody^'

"All four officers surrendered
voluntarily Thursday. They ap-

peared in a hushed and overflow-/

Mg federal courtroom, where they

answered a few routine questions

from a magistrate judge before he-

.

ordered them to post unsecured

bonds of $5,000 each. -

That is roughly what each post- *

ed during their state trial; A1‘-

though-the $5,000 bond was recomr -

mended by the federal court's

pretrial services office and was

,

accepted as fair by prosecutors,

some critics immediately assailed it

as too low.
‘ ‘

Three defendants in the beating

of truck driver Reginald O. Den-
ny—an attack that some have cast

as a mirror-image reprise of the

King incident—are,being held on
bonds ranging from $500,000 to

$580,000. Although they are
charged with more than just the

Denny attack and all have criminal

records, some of their supporters

contend that the discrepancy in

bail -amounts reflects an unequal

system ofjustice.

"What it shows*to the country is

that there are two levels of jus-

tice—one white and one black,”

said Celes King, a bail bondsman
and chairman of the Congress of

Racial Equality. "The setting of

$5,000 bail is tantamount to no bail

at all.”

Earl Broady, a lawyer repre-

senting one of the defendants in

the Denny attack, agreed. "That's

just terribly unfair,” he said.

Lawyers for the officers, howev-
er, noted that all four have made
every court appearance since their

case began more than a year ago,

that none have criminal records

and that all have strong ties to the

community. '

"They're all going to show up,”

. Braun said. "There's no reason to-

punish them with high bail.”

Before the federal trial of the

officers begins, lawyers said that at-
J

.least two issues will have to be
;

settled: whether there will be a
j

change of venue and whether the

federal charges represent double

jeopardy, since the officers already

have been tried in state court..

Because the federal judicial- dis-

trict that . includes Los Angeles
,

spans seven counties, defense law- ,

yers agreed that a change of venue -

is unlikely because the jury pool is

so large. Still, DePasquale said he
a

. planned to investigate the issue. -

Several legal experts also agreed

that there* is little, likelihood of

„ successfully
(

arguing the dcfuble-

jeopardy issue, since the state and
federal government, are different

sovereign entities.

Moreover, Kevin Reed, an attor-

ney with the NAACP Legal De-
fense and Educational Fund, -said

j

the federal counts are markedly
different than those filed in state

court. This time the officers are

charged with intentionally depriv-

ing King of federally protected

rights, as opposed to merely being

charged with beating him.

Nevertheless, DePasquale and
Braun said they expect to research

the question and determine wheth-
er there are legal reasons for

^

dismissing the federal charges on
*

those grounds.’



(Mount Clipping in Space Bebw)

2 veterans
'

to try King
beating case

Pair is dedicated
,

capable
,
peers say

By Philipp Gollner

.Daily News Staff Writer

The federal prosecutors assigned

to try four Los Angeles police offi-

cers indicted in the Rodney King
beating kept largely to themselves

last week, but they?re no strangers

to the spotlight.

Barry Kowalski and Steven D.
Clymer may maintain the low pro-

file preferred by many Justice De-
partment prosecutors, but both
have won convictions in high-pro-

file cases.

Assisted by up to 17 FBI agents

and other . prosecutors, both men
have been working full-time on the

King case since a federal grand jury
began investigating the beating, in

the wake of rioting that followed
the acquittals of the officers on
state charges.

Officers LaurenceJ?o\vell, Timo-
- thy Wind, Jheodore J. iBriseno and ;

Sgt. Stacey Koon were’ indicted on’

federal charges of violating King’s

civil rights during the March 3,

1991, videotaped beating in Lake
View Terrace that followed a high-

speed chase.
j

Kowalski and Clymer bring to
the case a combined total of more
than 17 years’ experience as federal

"prosecutors.

Kowalski, 47, has prosecuted
some of the most prominent racial

violence cases in the last decade.
.He helped secure the convictions

of two neo-Nazis in the machine-
gun killing of Denver talk-show
host Alan Berg, who was slain as he
stepped from his car in front of his

house in June, 1984. Berg, who vyas

Jewish
j was an outspoken critic of

white supremacist groups.
The trial provided insights into

the workings of the white suprema-
cist group known as The Order,
which was among several “Aryan
Nations” groups that had declared
war against what it termed the
“Zionist Occupation Government”
in the United States.

Kowalski, who is deputy chief of
the criminal section of the Justice

Department’s Civil Rights Division
in Washington D.C., also led the
federal grand jury investigation of
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the Ku Klux Klan members who
lynched Michael Donald, a young
African-American man, in Mobile,
Ala., in 1981.

The. investigation resulted in one
defendant, James T. Knowles, i

pleading guilty to civil rights
charges and accepting a life sen-
tence, Kowalski said. Knowles
agreed to testify against a second
defendant, who was convicted and
is awaiting execution on Alabama’s
death row, Kowalski said.

In 1988, Kowalski won the con- i

victions of six skidheads on charges
ofconspiring to run African-Ameri-
cans and Latinos out of a Dallas
park. Eleven others pleaded guilty
in the case, he said.

Those who know him describe
Kowalski as a hard-driving, dedi-
cated career prosecutor.

‘He’s very meticulous with the
facts,” said Morris Dees, chief trial

counsel for the Southern Poverty
Law Center in Montgomery, Ala.
“They are going to have the facts

together better than even the public
thinks exists” in the King case.

“I personally think the first trial



was botched 'byahe prosecution,”
said Dees, whose center relied on
evidence from Kowalski’s criminal
prosecution to obtain a $7 million
civil judgment against the Ku Kl'ux
Klan in the slaying of Donald.

“I think they had to show the
tape over and over, which made
Rodney .King an inanimate object,”
Dees saidif\‘You will see with Barry
a very professional prosecutor who
has a lot of experience trying police
officers on violating civil rights.?’

Prosecutors have declined to dis-

cuss the case in detail, but it is

widely expected that King will be
asked to testify. The prosecution’s
decision not to call him to the stand
in the* state case was seen by some
as leading to the acquittals.

Dees also sajid Kowalski knows
how to score points with the jury
with his straightforward manner
and sense of humor.
“Kowalski’s one of the best.

That’s for sure,” Dees said;

Clymer, 34, is seen as:one of the
rising stars of the U.S. Attorney’s
Office in Los Angeles, having won
numerous convictions including

those of two men- charged with\
first-degree murder in the killings :

oftwo federal drug agents in an uir-

.

dercover heroin deal in Pasadeha^i
in 1988.

One ofthe killers is serving life in

.

prison without possibility of parole.

The other received a 6Uyear sen-
tence, Clymer said.

“He’s one of the most outstand-
ing trial attorneys in our office,” i

said Terree A. Bowers, chief assis-

tant U.S. attorney in Los Angeles, I

Clymer is no newcomer to police !

prosecutions. As an assistant chs-

!

trict attorney in Philadelphia from
1983 to 1987, he headed the indict-

men'ts of27 officers and civilians in '

;

a wide-ranging corruption scandal.

t The probe uncovered evidence of
police accepting bribes from illegal

lotteries and gambling organiza-
tions for helping shut, down com-

.

petitors, Clymer said. !

*“You pay a guy 500 bucks a
month to park a black-and:white in

|

front .of the competition; .and no-
body goes to the competition,”

8

Clymer said. { . ;

Clymer is also the lead prosecu-
' tor in the last “Operation Polar
Cap” case involving money laun-
dering in the downtown jewelry
district.

j
Clymer, a graduate of Cornell

j

University and Cornell Law
j

School, joined the U.S. Attorney’s

.

Office in Los Angeles in 1987. He
has headed the office’s major
crimes, training and narcotics
sections.

Clymer said he likes the freedom
of being a prosecutor.

" '

“I like being in courts” Clymer
said. “Prosecuting .provides more
opportunity to be in court. You call

your own shots. I can make my*own
cases and make my own deci-
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Edss ADDS background on Davies, in grafs eight-il*
By JAKE DOHERTY
City News Service
LOS ANBELES (CNS) - Three Los Angeles police officers and one former

officer accused of violating Rodney King’s civil rights pleaded not guilty
to the federal charges today*

The four were named in a federal grand jury indictment filed in
connection with the videotaped beating of King that followed a car chase on
March 3, 1991*

Officers Laurence M* Powell and Theodore J« Briseno and ex-officer
Timothy E. Wind are charged with intentional use of unreasonable force for
allegedly beating, kicking and stomping the Altadena motorist*

S*gt* Stacey Koon is charged with failing to stop the unlawful assault by
officers under his supervision*

The men faced similar criminal charges in a state case* But, under
federal law, they are accused of violating King’s right to be secure from
unreasonabl e force and free from harm while in custody*

During the arraignment, the defendants answered a series of questions
from U* S* Magistrate Judge Robert Stone, then stepped to the microphone to
plead not guilty*

Stone, who set a tentative Sept* £9 trial date, drew the name of U- S*
District Judge John G* Davies to preside in the case* But Davies, who was
out of town today, already is assigned to King’s civil case against the
city of Los Angeles*

Davies may decide to take the criminal case as well, or ask that it be
assigned to another judge, Stone said.

Davies, born in Australia in 19E9, emigrated to the United States as a
young man* He has a law degree from UCLA and was a gold medalist swimmer' at
the 195£ Olympic Games in Helsinki*

Although much of his background is in civil law, attorneys regard Davies
as an even-handed jurist in both criminal and civil proceedings* President
Ronald Reagan appointed Davies to the federal bench in 1988*

The federal investigation into the King beating began shortly after the
March 3 incident, but it was put on hold until the conclusion of the state
case against the four defendants*

The men surrendered voluntarily last week arid were allowed to remain
free, after agreeing to post unsecured appearance bonds of $5,000 each*

The men will have to pay the $5,000 if they fail to make their scheduled
court appearances. They also must telephone court officers once a week and
visit the courthouse monthly- unt i 1 their trial begins.
n April £9, a Simi Valley jury acquitted all the officers but Powell of

all of the state charges against them- The panel was unable to reach a
verdict on whether Powell used excessive force against King.

District Attorney Ira Reiner sought a retrial on the single count
against Powell, and an Oct* 19 trial date has been set.

But on Friday, Van Nuys Superior Court Judge Stanley Weisberg put
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Civil suit begins against
King beating defendant

By The Associated Press
|

Police Sgt. Stacey Koon, a defendant I

in the Rodney King videotaped beating

;

case, is accused in a separate civil suit of
helping to cover up officer misconduct

! in a 1989 shooting case.

I

Attorney John Burton said in opening
statements in Los Angeles on Tuesday
that his client^ John Shelton Jr., was

.
mistaken for a robbery suspect and shot
in the chest by police.

;

Koon is accused in the suit of telling

i officers how to cover up the incident in 1

department reports of the July 22, 1989
incident. Koon is one of four officers

indicted last week on federal charges of
civil rights violations in the 1991 King;
beating.

Shelton’s suit seeks an unspecified
amount in damages for violations of his

j

civil rights.

The man, who was on parole at the
time of the incident, spent nearly a year
in prison despite charges being dropped
when the alleged victim refused to testi-
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Shelton was jailed for 11 months after

,

!
officers told a parole board hearing that
he had committed the robbery, Shel-|

ton’s attorney claimed.
j

Koon’s lawyer, Thomas Feeley, said
his client did not supervise the Police
Department’s investigation of the offi-

,

cer-involved shooting and should not be
I

included in the list of defendants that
.also names forme? Police Chief Daryl

j

1 Gates, the City of Los Angeles and 15
other officers. .
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King won’t be prosecuted for DUI
By The Associated Press

Orange County authorities declined to

file charges against Rodney King stem-
ming from his arrest last month in a
restaurant parking lot for investigation

of drunken driving, a prosecutor said

Wednesday*
“Based on a review of the evidence we

didn’t feel there was a reasonable likeli-

hood that a jury would convict Mr.

;

King,” said Deputy Orange County Dis-
trict Attorney Marc Kelly.

“Our standard of proof is beyond a
reasonable doubt and is highly different

from a police officer’s standard of proba-

\

ble cause to arrest somebody,” Kelly

said.

King, the man whose 1991 beating by
Los Angeles police shocked the nation,

was arrested at 2 a.m. July 16 after two
California Highway Patrol officers saw
him driving erratically in a Denny’s res-

taurant parking lot in Orange.

At the jail, King, 27, refused to take

blood, breath or urine tests and his li-

cense was taken, in accordance with Cal-

ifornia law. He was issued a 45-day li-

cense. Kelly said King still faces a

Department of Motor Vehicles hearing

Aug. 28.

1_|L(|VUV
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By KURT PITZER
City News Service
VPN NUYS (CNS) — A judge today indicated he will dismiss the remaining

count against the only defendant not completely exonerated of state charges
in the Rodney King beating case, because the police officer -faces similar
-federal allegations*

''It is obvious ...» that the -federal charge against Mr. (Laurence)
Powell and his co—defendant s involves the same general subject matter as
the state case,” said Superior Court Judge Stanley Weisberg. ''It really
should not matter whether (a) retrial occurs in federal court or state
court, as long as it occurs. ’ ’

Prosecutor Terry White agreed.
Outside the courtroom, White told reporters: ''If we wait until they

have a verdict (in the federal case), we ? re going to be in a situation
where, if it’s a hung jury, we can retry Powell or (federal prosecutors)
can retry him again. ’

’

And, he said: ''There needs to be a second trial in this matter- I don’t
think justice was done in the first trial- So I’m not disappointed- It
doesn’t matter to me, whether it’s done in the state court or the federal
court- ’

’

White led the prosecution effort in Simi Valley, which ended April £9
with acquittals of two Los Angeles police officers, and one former LAPD
officer- Powell was found innocent of all but one of the charges against
him.

Jurors were unable to reach a verdict on that assault under color of
authority count, and the prosecution later asked for and got permission to
retry Powell on that matter, which was the subject of discussion in court
t oday.

Weisberg, who pre-Cided in the Simi Valley trial that sparked the worst
urban rioting this century, schedulmd a Dec- 4 hearing on the Powell •

matter, assuming the federal trial would have been resolved by then.
It is set for trial on Sept- £9, but is expected to start some time

after that-
Attorney Michael Stone, who represents Powell, was pleased by today’s

action- Stone said he was a bit surprised-
''I thought the position of the district attorney would be that 'we’ll

keep this on hold until we finish the federal case,’’’ Stone said- ''It is
good for Mr. Powell not to have to worry about two different trials-’’

It is ''the only decision that could have been made,’’ Stone- #9 ''I
wanted the case to be dismissed today, but this is, Q“/-91emuch better
than keeping it around languishing, while we go forward in court-’’

Last week, White had indicated heW9Qthe state’s retrial of Powell
to go ahead of the federal prosecution, but he deferred to Weisberg, who
saw it the other way.

''As the court stated, and we agreed, the retrial on basically the samu
situation and the same facts would occur in federal court’’ anyway, White
said today.

In his petition to the court. Stone had written that ''a federal grand
jury has handed up an indictment alleging Powell ... acted to deprive
Rodney Slen King of his civil rights.

''It now appears virtually certain that the federal prosecution is going
forward, and it should, in the interest of justice, be the final
prosecution of Powell.’’

Stone had noted that Powell could face up to 10 years in prison if he is
convicted of the federal charges — a term ''significantly greater than the
potential penalty in this (state) matter.’’

A federal grand jury indictment unsealed Aug. 5 charges Powell, Sgt.
Stacey Koon, Officer Ted Briseno and fired probationary officer Timothy
Wind — the same four defendants in the state case — with violating King’s
civil rights in the March 3, 1991, beating that followed a high-speed
chase.

An amateur cameraman in Lake View Terrace captured the incident on
videotape, which was later shown on television around the world.
City News Service lls©4 8/14/199£
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NBC NEWS LEGAL CORRESPONDENT STAR JONES INTERVIEWS L.A.F.D. OFFICER TED
BRISENO, ONE OF THE FOUR POLICEMEN INVOLVED IN THE RODNEY KING INCIDENT, ON THE
SATURDAY EDITION OF "TODAY” ON AUG. 22.

FOLLOWING ARE EXCERPTS PROM THE INTERVIEW:

(A PORTION OF THE INTERVIEW WAS CONDUCTED A FEW HUNDRED YARDS FROM THE SITE OF
THE BEATING.) v

JONES: AS YOU STAND HERE IN THIS AREA WHAT KIND OF FEELINGS DO YOU HAVE ABOUT
BEING HERE?

BRISENO: I HAVE MIXED FEELINGS YOU KNOW. I HAVE A LOT OF ANGER NOT DIRECTED
TOWARDS MR. KING. IT'S ANGER I'VE BUILT UP DIRECTED TOWARDS THE OFFICERS. I
FEEL THAT THEY'RE THE ONES THAT PUT ME WHERE X, AM. THEY PUT ME IN THIS
POSITION. YOU KNOW, THIS COULD HAPPEN TOMORROW ...WHAT I'VE SEEN, AND WHAT I'M
HEARING IS THERE'S BEEN NO CHANGES. THERE'S BEEN NOTHING TO CHANGE THIS AS FAR
AS THE TRAINING'S CONCERNED.

JONES: WE'RE STANDING IN THE SAME AREA WHERE CLOSE TO A YEAR AND A HALF AGO AN
INCIDENT THAT HAS CHANGED THE COURSE OF THIS COUNTRY OCCURRED. MY QUESTION TO
YOU IS, COULD THIS HAPPEN AGAIN?

BRISENO: I THINK SO. I'M AFRAID SO.

JONES: THERE CAME A TIME WHEN YOU YOURSELF MADE UP IN YOUR MIND, THIS IS NOT
NECESSARY. WHAT HAPPENED TO MAKE YOU CHANGE YOUR MIND OR MAKE YOU MOVE ACROSS
THAT LINE?

BRISENO: I WAS AFRAID WATCHING THIS AND WATCHING THIS ON MY FILM. ...I DON'T
KNOW mi.

1 POWELL SAW OR ANYBODY ELSE OUT THERE. ALL I CAN SIT HERE AND TELL
YOU IS WHAT I SAW AND I DIDN'T SEE ANYTHING BUT HIM LYING THERE, AND I'M
THINKING, MY GOD, WHAT'S HE DOING/ HE'S OUT OF CONTROL, HE'S GOT TO BE STOPPED.
SO MY INTENTION NOW IS I GOT TO STOP POWELL. AS I'M WALKING I'M YELLING AT
HIM, GET OFF. '

,

JONES; SO WHAT DID YOU SAY?

BRISENO; GET OFF. THAT'S ABOUT THE NICEST I THINK I CAN SAY. I'M TELLING HIM
TO GET THE «F» OFF, BACK OFF. AS I APPROACH HIM, AND IT'S ON THE VIDEO, I GRAB
THE BATON AND I SAY, GET THE HELL OFF THIS MAN, GET OFF HIM......I DON'T THINK
THERE'S AN OFFICER ON THE STREETS OF LOS ANGELESE THAT HAS EVER WITNESSED
ANYTHING, I HOPE TO GOD THERE'S NOT, THAT HAS EVER SEEN SOMETHING LIKE THIS.

BRISENO: ...HAD THAT SUPERVISOR (SGT STACEY KOON) MAYBE SAID STOP THERE'S NO
DOUBT IN MY MIND THEY WOULD HAVE STOPPED, ABSOLUTELY NO DOUBT IN MY MIND THEY
WOULD HAVE STOPPED. YOU DO WHAT A SUPERVISOR TELLS YOU. AND I THINK IT WOULD
HAVE ENDED, NO QUESTION ABOUT IT.

PAGE 1 OF 2

TONES: OFFICER, IT'S NOW BEEN ABOUT FIFTEEN/SIXTEEN MONTHS SINCE THE NIGHT OF
PHE INCIDENT. HOW HAS YOUR LIFE CHANGED?



"'"BRISENO: I'VE NEVER DISOWNED IT FROM THE BEGINNINGW THE TRIAL EVEN UP TIL
AS WE SPEAK NOW. THS IS THE FIRST TIME I'M REALLY DISCUSSING IT. THE KIDS
DON'T SLEEP. IT'S THE LITTLE NIGHTMARES THAT THEY HAVE WANTING TO KNOW, WELL
IS SOMEBODY COMING TODAY TO GET DADDY AND WHAT FOR. WHAT'S GOING TO HAPPEN?
IT'S HARD TO EXPLAIN THAT TO A NINE YEAR OLD AND AN ELEVEN YEAR OLD WHO USED TO
LOOK UP TO THEIR FATHER. IT'S KIND OF A REVERSED ROLE. THEY'S LIKE, WELL, YOU
KNOW, DADDY'S A POLICEMAN. DADDY'S ALWAYS BEEN ON THE GOOD SIDE AND NOW IT'S
LIKE THEY DON'T UNDERSTAND IT. AND WHAT IS REALLY HARD IS BECAUSE YOU GOT
SOMEBODY LIKE MYSELF WHO I CAN'T, YOU KNOW, EXPLAIN THIS AND I DON'T
UNDERSTAND IT. SO HOW AM I SUPPOSED TO...HOW AM I TO EXPLAIN THIS TO THE
CHILDREN?.. ..THEN IT GETS DEEPER WITH THE WIFE. THERE'S BEEN THIS CONSTANT
PULLING APART. AND THERE'S PART OF, US SAYING, OH WE GOTTA HANG ON/ THE OTHER
PART IS' I CAN'T TAKE IT ANYMORE. I DONT'T SLEEP. SHE CAN'T SLEEP. THE FACT OF
NO INCOME. I HAVE BILLS. I'VE HEARD A FEW COMMENTS THAT HAVE BEEN MADE
PUBLICLY TEAT CERTAIN PEOPLE WITHIN THE DEPARTMENT WERE TAKING CARE OF THE
OFFICERS AND THEIR FAMILIES. WELL, IM HERE TO SAY THAT IT'S NOT SO. AND IF IT
IS SO, I HAVEN'T RECEIVED A DIME.

JONES: YOU SAID YOU'RE ANGRY THAT IT'S ALWAYS' BEEN "FOUR WHITE OFFICERS.

»

BRISENO: ALL YOU HAVE TO DO IS PICK UP ANY NEWS ARTICLE, ANYTHING FROM, THE
MEDIA, I DON'T CARE WHAT MAGAZINE AND WHAT PAPER, IT'S ALWAYS THE SAME THING:
'FOUR WHITE OFFICERS BEAT POOR BLACK MOTORIST.' AND I'M HISPANIC AND NOT WHITE
AND I'M PROUD OF BEING HISPANIC. I DIDN'T BEAT MR. KING. SO I'M TIRED OF BEING
LABELED AND PUSED IN THERE AS FOUR OFFICERS BEAT. THE WORD BEAT - THAT
IRRITATES ME. AND THE MEDIA'S HAD TIME TO CORRECT ALL THESE THINGS, BUT THEY
DIDN'T. I DID NOT TAKE PART IN A BEATING OF ANYONE. AND I THINK THE VIDEO
CLEARLY SHOWS MY PART AND KY ROLE IN IT- AND THAT'S WHAT I THIN* IS UPSETTING
ME, I'VE LIVED WITH IT TOO LONG. IT'S GONNA BE WITH ME THE REST OF MY LIFE.
I'VE BEEN ABSOLUTELY NUMBED BY IT. MY LIFE, MY WIFE, MY CHILDREN, OUR LIVES
HAVE BEEN ALTERED. THEY'RE NEVER EVER GONNA BE THE SAME. IT'S WORSE THAN A
DEATH IN THE FAMILY. WE'VE SUFFERED LOSSES IN. OUR FAMILIES AND YOU C.iN
OVERCOME THAT. THIS IS SOMETHING THAT EVERY DAY I WAKE UP. DAMN XT, WHATS THE
FIRST THING ON MY MIND? THIS TRIAL. WHEN I GO TO BED AT NIGHT, WHAT'S THE LAST
THING ON Mv MIND? THIS TRIAL. THIS WHOLE THING. IT NEVER GOES AWAY.

PRESS CONTACT: TORY BEILINSON, NEWS INFORMATION, 212-664-6151
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About King Beating!

'n“,: BRISENO BREAKS SILENCE
ABOUT KING BEATING

Character

or

j

LAPD: Officer is defensive, bitter and angry as he

I
describes his ordeal since that infamous night. He lashes

J

out at politicians, the department and a co-defendant

I
ByJIM NEWTON
TIMES STAFF WRITER

! Sitting in his lawyer's office,
;

Theodore J. Briseno fidgeted in

;

his chair, stared out the 18th-sto-

ry window and took a deep !

i breath.

,

After months of self-imposed

! silence, Briseno—facing federal
j

i civil rights charges in the March

3, 1991, videotaped beating of

! Rodney G. King—said he was i

|

eager to tell his version of the
;

j

events that transformed him from
j

l
an unknown street cop into one of

i

the four most infamous police
;

|

officers in the United States.

;

But the case has so over-

|

whelmed’ Briseno's life that his

I

feelings come out in bursts, i

Sometimes he is defensive andj

bitter, other times anguished.

“I have so much anger,” Bri-

,

seno, 40, said during a 2Vz -hour

interview with The Times on;

Friday. “I don't know what to do

,

with it all.”
j

Once a supporter of President
|

Bush, Briseno is furious with him

!

for his comments about the case.

; He is mad at Mayor Tom Bradley 1

j

for condemning the verdicts, at

,

the Police Department for aban -

1

1 doning him, at one of his co-de-

fendants for comments he made >

in a manuscript, at the media for
;

the way they have covered the
j

case and at the federal govern- I

;

ment for new charges it has filed.

!
All of that leaves Briseno tight-

ly wound. He has gone for more
than a year without a paycheck,

and bills are piling up. He worries

;

about his wife, Kathy, and his two

t

daughters—one is 11, the other 9. i

|

He has trouble sleeping and eat-
;

ing, and says he has lost 22
j

pounds: the stiff- collared shirt he

wore Friday hung loose around

his thin neck. i

He sees a therapist twice a

week, and joked bleakly about
,

i suicide. Smiling thinly, he said 1

1 that if he wanted to kill himself,

!

he would have done it long before i

now.
|

“There are days where you
; think everything is going OK,” >

I
Briseno said, nervously tugging at

;

|

a rubber band wound around his

I

left hand. “But then you sort of

! drift around, and you wake out of

|

it and find yourself in your back
,

yard, and you don't know how
f you got there or how long you've

been there. It's overwhelming.”

! It has been 17 mpnths since

, Briseno used his foot to push King
|

: to the pavement in Lake View
j

Terrace, a blow that prosecutors
j

! say was intended to hurt King and
;

, deprive hixp. of his civil rights.
1 During the state trial in Simi

|

|

Valley, Briseno testified that he
|

|

was King's defender, and was !

trying to protect the motorist

from getting up and being struck <

by other police officers.

That testimony, during which
j

Briseno said the beating had gone I

'CtetaflcJton:
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i of silence” among police officers.

[
Because of that—and because !

J
many familiar with the case be-

„

S lieve that Briseno lied on the f

J
stand—he has been ostracized by

J
some officer^ and isolated from his !

> co-defendants, with whom he says
j

l
he has never spoken at length.

{
Last week, however, he emerged !

!

from his^ long silence. His new
' lawyer, Harland Braun, wants to

|:
remold the public's view of Bri-

;1
sefio.

„ With that encouragement, Bri- ;

seno is launching an ambitious

! m^dia schedule. He began last

;

we^k by giving interviews to the
i “Today” show and the London i

|
Daily Mail. This, week, he will

j

appear on CNN's “Larry King !

,
Live.”

K - LA—

“out of control,” broke the “code
|

rn/ooj



In addition to spreading Brisen-

o's version of the events on the

, night of the beating, the exposure

helps communicate some subtler

;

points. Among other things, Braun
' hopes viewers will notice Briseno's

I size. He stands 5 feet, 9 inches and
i weighs less than 130 pounds these

I days, making him by far the small

-

' est of the four officers charged in

I

the beating.

At the same time, the new
approach exposes Briseno to a tor-

rent of questions, some of them
1 hostile. Braun, one of the best

known criminal defense attorneys

in Los Angeles, has put po limits on

what his client can be asked.

“I figure, you either trust your

, client to give interviews or you

don't," Braun said later. "I trust

him, and he doesn't need me

watching over him."

On April 29, a Ventura County

jury acquitted Briseno of assault

and excessive force in the King

beating. Also acquitted on all

counts were co-defendants Sgt.

Stacey C. Koon and former Officer

Timothy E. Wind. Officer Lau-

rence M. Powell, who delivered the

majority of the blows to King, was

acquitted on all counts except for

one in which the jury could not

reach a verdict.

There was an instant of relief,

Briseno said, but it quickly passed.

The federal government reopened

its investigation of the beating soon

after the verdicts and three weeks

ago filed civil rights charges

against the four officers.

Briseno blames'that on Bush and

the pressures of an election year.

In particular, Briseno faults the
j

President for saying he and his
i

family were "stunned" by the not
j

guilty verdicts.
|

"I want to ask the President:
j

‘Why did you say those things?
j

You don't know me. You don't
|

know my family. You don't know
j

about my performance on the .i

job,’ " Briseno said. "Bush wants to I

push this case because he wants to
j

get elected." 1

During the interview, Briseno

stressed several times that he is

not a violent person, that he has

never raised his voice to his wife.

There are those who disagree,

including his ex-wife, who has said

that he beat her on several occa-

sions. Briseno was suspended in

1987 for (36 days after allegedly;

beating and stomping a suspect in

' custody.

,
Briseno denies both allegations.

His ex-wife is bitter and out to sell

1
her story, he said. Although he

.acknowledges the suspension, he

says he was not guilty but accepted

|the punishment to put the incident^

[ behind him.

j

Briseno politely fielded hours of

\
questions during the interview, but

bristled when asked whether his

! colleagues will ever forgive him for

’

J

testifying against other officers.

> “These policemen who feel I

j

broke the code, that's fine," Bri-
J

‘

L seno said, his voice rising. “They're:]



?’ .~v

Inot in my shoes. They don't have
I the slightest idea—not the slight-

1 est—about what me and my family

! are going through.”

I, As in his testimony last spring,

Briseno said he believes that the

beating was excessive, and he was
particularly critical of Powell.

, On the videotape, Brisenq is seen

with his foot on what appears to be

the back of King's head or neck.

Briseno pushes King down hard to

the pavement, but he says he was
trying to get King to stay down so

that he would not be hit again. In
1 another section of the tape, Briseno

I reaches for Powell's baton, and he

|

testified that he was pleading with
! Powell to stop the beating.

As he was leaving the federal

courthouse recently, Powell said:
1

“Nobody buys that story.”

I Powell’s lawyer, Michael P.

j

Stone, agreed: “There are so many

|

reasons to disbelieve Ted. He
!

doesn't just want to be innocent.

|

He wants to be a hero.”

Briseno responds by saying he

told the truth about Powell's ac-

tions, but he concedes that there

may be other interpretations of the

same exchange.

j

“We all saw it different ways,”
1 Briseno said. “It's my view that the

|

force was excessive, but I can see

!

how some people would see it

1 differently.”

Braun stresses that point and

- said he has asked the other defense

lawyers to consider a unified stoat -

|

egy. Still, there are other issues

! that could pit the defendants

against each other. In particular,

Briseno said he is concerned about

statements made by Koon in an

unpublished manuscript.

In that document, Koon referred

to King as Mandingo

,

a reference to

a West African people that is

sometimes used as a derogatory

term for black male slaves.

“I was totally shocked by that,”

Briseno said. “It was a total embar-

rassment. . . . That hurts me, too.

It hurts me because everyone talks

about the Tour white police offi- r

cers.' They lump us together. .
.

'

I’m not racist.”

Although Briseno said he ex-

pected that at least Powell would

be convicted in state court, he

added that he believes all four are i

innocent of the charges brought by
the federal government. To be

guilty of violating King's civil

rights, the officers would need to

have intentionally sought to de-

prive King of those rights, and

Briseno said the moment was too

charged, too chaotic, for the offi-

cers to have acted willfully and in

concert.

A federal grand jury meeting in

Los Angeles disagreed.

To Briseno, the new charges feel

more like persecution than prose-

,

cution.
I

“It's like we were the Cinderella <

team,” Brisenp said. “We came

from nowhere and we won. Now
the federal government comes in ;

and says: ‘Time out. We’re going to

play the game again, and this time
j

we're going to bring in our homej

run hitters.' ” i

The coming months loom omi-
i

nously for Briseno. It could bej

months before the new trial begins, i

and Briseno cannot go anywhere

without being recognized. At lunch

in a busy mall, several people

stared hard and whispered to each

other as he passed.

He ignored the long looks, but

gays the notoriety can be oppres-

sive. Most of all, he worries about

where this case. will end because

none of the options iook inviting.

_ If he is convicted, he faces up to{

10 years in prison and a $250,Q00

,

fine. If he is acquitted, he looks;

toward an uncertain future, know-
j

;
ing he will never return to police

|

work and the life he enjoyed before
j

March 3, 1991.

“We were just at that stage

where everything was going

right,” Briseno said. “We hav& a

great family, and we’re happy iri

our community. Everything wag'

wonderful. And then everything]

changed.”
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L.A. officer

hopes PR blitz

will help cause
By Haya El Nasser
USA TODAY

LOS ANGELES - Police offi-

cer Theodore Briseno broke ranks
with fellow officers in ihe first

Rodney King trial.

Now, he's doing it again.

Briseno, with the help of high-

profile criminal lawyer Harland
Braun, has begun a public rela-

tions bh« before the federal trial

on civil rights charges against him-
self and three other Los Angeles
officers begins later this year.

‘He was indicted for political

reasons." Braun says. "We want
everyone to know Ted is different

from the others."

Braun is used to headline-grab-

bing cases, He worked on the Twi-
light Zone case: Actor Vic Morrow
and two children were killed in a

helicopter crash during the film-

ing. Director John Landis and four
other;; were accused of involun-

1 manslaughter.
Braun plans to have Briseno’

give a series of"in-depth" inter-

views as early as this week. And al-

ffdy, Braun himself has hit the

radio talk-shfiw^irn tit ——**

'‘welcome to the dog-and-pony
show." says lawyer and commen-
tator Wayne $atz. who interviewed

Braun on a recent KABC radio talk

show. Braun, he says, is "very ef-

fective, an unrelenting advocate
... an artful dodger,"

Briseno made waves in the state

trial by testifying the others ac-

cused of beating King were “out of

control." He says he tried to stop

the beating, and he was acquitted.

But so were the others, except

officer Laurence Powell, who was

found innocent of al! but one

charge. The verdicts sparked the

deadliest rioting in U.S. history
- on

April 29.

A judge ruled Friday that the

state case against Powell, facing a

retrial on one count of excessive

force, will be dismissed if the fed-

eral trial goes forward.

"Ted feels the others used ex-

cessive force," Braun says. “1

wouldn't say he turned on the oth-

er guys, but he took a different po-

sition at the trial— He also feels

they were tried and acquitted and
shouldn't be tried again."

Braun is trying to showcase the

public sympathy toward Briseno

early. That could be a good move
considering that the federal trial

— unlike the first state trial — wit]

not be televised.

On the KABC show, Braun says

Slacks often come up to Briseno to

ank him for trying to save King
bring the March 3. 1991. incident.

Callers to the show seemed to

support Braun's claims.

“Briseno is perceived as having

interceded on Rodney King's be-

half to halt the misbehavior of his

‘out of control’ colleagues." Sat2

says. ‘T heard people saying that

Briseno was dragged in to the sec-

ond case so he can do what he did

in Rodney King No. 1 — be a de

facto prosecution witness,"

But Dennis Lehman, a Powell

friend, says: "The jury didn't be-

lieve Briseno's story the first time.

Larry wouldn't expect him to

change his story now ... but he's

not worried about it. 1 don't think

they'll buy it this time either."

At least one other lawyer in the

case is used to Braun's tactics.

"He's sort of an insightful creative

fellow," says Ffcul DePasquaie,
who still represents former officer

Timothy Wind. "It's not for me to

be upset by Hariand’s strategy," *w_

DePasquaie says he’s spending

hours in the law library preparing

for the federal case and working

on various motions that could be

filed before an Aug. 27 status con-

ference in front of the judge.

"Vm very interested in the politi-

cal environment that resulted in a

trial." he says, "is it fair to retry

these guys? 1$ the Centra) District

of California a proper venue?"
The federal trial, scheduled to

'
start Sept 29. is likely to be de-

layed not only by the slew of mo-
tions expected to be filed by four

lawyers, but a!$o because two of

the lawyers— Braun and Ira Sah-

man. who now represents Sgt, Sta-

cey Koon — are new to the case.

"It isn't over yet." Lebman says. ,

"But Larry wants this whole thing V

to be over with so he can get on

with his life.”
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THE KING COPSAND DOUBLE JEOPARDY
Rule ofLaw

By Charlotte Allen

Reprinted with permission ofThe Wall Street Journal ©19929 Dow Jones & Company, Inc. All rights reserved.

The acquittal of the four police officers accused of using

-excessive force against Rodney King is proving to be just the

beginning of the case against them. On Friday, California

Superior Court Judge Stanley M. Weisberg required one ofthe

four officers, Laurence Powell, to undergo retrial. And the day
after the officers were acquitted on April 29, the Justice Depart-

ment, under the prodding ofPresidentBush, convened a federal

•grand jury to consider whether to indict all four officers on
federal charges.

The Rodney King case is turning into a series of dubious

prosecutions in the name of what is supposed to be a worthy
cause. Officer Powell, for example, was acquitted on all but one

of the counts against him; on that final count, the jury dead-

locked, with an 8-4 vote in favor of acquittal. Under these

circumstances, manyjudges would decide that a retrial on that

single charge alone would not be worth the time and effort

unless the prosecutor claimed to have some new evidence.

Indeed, a California statute designed to cover cases in which a
-jury virtually exonerates the defendantpermits such dismissals

“in the interest ofjustice.” But in the King case, Judge Weisberg
declined to order the dismissal.

The most dubious aspect of the King case, though, is the

prospect offederal charges againstthe four officers. The Califor-

nia statejury acquitted the other three officers tried along with

Mr. Powell on all of the charges arising from the videotaped

beating, which included assault with a deadly weapon and
assault under color of official authority, both of them serious

felonies. Bringing a second round of criminal charges over the

same acts after the first round has resulted in acquittal seems
unfair. Were the federal government not involved, it would be

not just unfair but unconstitutional, because the Fifth Amend-
ment says that no one “shall be subject for the same offense to

be twice put in jeopardy of life or limb”
Despite the Fifth Amendment's flat-out ban on second pros-

ecutions, a ban that has its origins in English common law, the

Supreme Court has long recognized an exception to the double

jeopardy clause when two different governments are involved,

such as two states or a state and the federal government. This

is called the “dual sovereignty doctrine,” and it has come under

much criticism from civil libertarians as a mere ruse: switching

prosecuting authorities in order to get a second shot at someone
who has managed to elude the first.

When the Supreme Court gets a dual-sovereignty case, its

•conservative justices typically vote for a broad reading of the

doctrine, while its liberals cast their ballots in favor of restric-

tions. This has led to a-twisted line of court rulings that Chief

JusticeWilliam Rehnquist once called “a veritable Sargasso Sea
which could not fail to challenge the most intrepid judicial

navigator.”

The leader ofthe liberals for decades on doublejeopardy was
Justice William Brennan. In the majority opinion in the 1990
case of Grady v$ . Corbin,

,

which Mr. Brennan wrote shortly

before he retired from the bench, the justice interpreted the

clause to bar a second prosecution for all cases involvingproofof

the same conduct, evenwhen the crime charged the secondtime
around contained additional elements. (The Grady case in-

volved dual prosecutions by the same state— a defendant who
originally pleaded guilty to drunk driving was later charged

with vehicular manslaughter — and has no bearing on the

federal-state dual sovereignty doctrine.)

Civil libertarians' criticism ofdual sovereigntyhas persuaded

a majority of states to decide that, under the double jeopardy

clauses in their own state constitutions, they would decline to

press charges where federal prosecutors had moved first. Fur-

thermore, the Justice Department in 1960 issued guidelines that

bar federal prosecutors from pursuing anyone who has already

been the subject of state charges except in rare cases where a

“compelling federal interest” would be served. Permission for

such prosecutions must be obtained from Washington.

The guidelines still do not satisfy theAmerican Civil Liberties

Union, which regards dual sovereignty as a legal fiction. “It's not

the case that you can trade a person's constitutional rights for a

compelling reason,” says Susan Herman, a professor at Brooklyn

Law School and a board member of the national ACLU.
Or rather, the ACLU regards dual sovereignty as a legal

fiction when the accused are not policemen. In the King case,

however, it seems to be swinging around to a more Rehnquist-

like point ofview. The ACLLPs Southern California chapter has

alreadybroken ranks with the organization's national office and

joined the call for a federal prosecution. Even Ms. Herman says

that, while she does not agree with the Southern California

office’s stance, she finds it understandable, because there ought

tobe someway for federal prosecutors to get involved in the King

case. The national ACLU is pushing for an amendment to the

civil rights laws that would allow the Justice Department to sue

police departments for violating the rights of racial and other

minorities.

The federal government's most famous use of dual sover-

eignty came in the case of the three civil rights workers, James

Earl Cheney,Andrew Goodman and Michael Schwemer, slain in

Mississippi in 1964, After a state courtjuiy apparently ignored

overwhelming evidence and acquitted the killers on murder

charges, the Justice Department leaped into action with a suc-

cessful civil rights prosecution. The action seemed satisfying at

the time— a triumph over local bigotry— but it was in fact a

dangerous experiment in assuming guilt first, holding the trial

later. It set a precedent for assuming that the federal govern-

ment oughtto step in ifan unpopularwhite manages to secure an

acquittal in a highly publicized state criminal case involving a

black victim. While this may not be legal double jeopardy, it is

certainly functional double jeopardy.

There is little risk of the four accused officers going unpun- .

ished. They face a ruinous civil damage suit by Mr. King and

disciplinary charges by the Los Angeles Police Department. Mr.

King, on the cither hand, is at little risk ofbeing punished for his

offenses: normally, a robbery parolee arrested for drunk driving

and speeding who violently resisted arrest would likely face

reincarceration.

Over the years, and in the name of justice, we have grown

increasingly willing to devise vague and murky federal offenses

— RICO, conspiracy, wire fraud and mail fraud are a few

examples — to put bad people behind bars without actually

having to convict them in the old-fashioned way. These exten-

sions of federal authority over local life and local problems are

symptomatic ofa growing inclination to bend legality in order to

hunt down perceived wrongdoers. The ends may be lofty, but the ,

means verge on the totalitarian.
fa * j {

Mrs . Allen is an associate editor ofthe Washington City *^§3!
Paper. IsFARCHri) T
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To : DIRECTOR, FBI Date 9/2/92 b6
Attn: SSA l 1 PRESS OFFICE b7

From : SAC, Los Angeles (44A-LA-119 954) (P)

Subject: STACEY C. KOON, ET AL. , OFFICERS,
LOS ANGELES (CA) POLICE DEPARTMENT;
RODNEY GLEN KING, AKA - VICTIM;
CIVIL RIGHTS;
00: LOS ANGELES

TelealIs between SSA

] Los Angeles Field Office dated 8/25 & 31/92.
FBIHQ & SA [

It has recently come to our attention that co-subject
TED BRISENO was interviewed on the Saturday edition of the
"Today" show on 8/22/92.

In addition to the previous telephonic request to
obtain from the Video Monitoring Service of America, Inc., any
defendant/attorney press conferences on 8/5,6, or 10/92, it's
requested that the aforementioned broadcast be obtained as well.

ADMINISTRATIVE NOTE: This communication faxed to FBIHQ Press
Office on 9/2/92.

1-Bureau
{l^Los Angeles
DLH: dlh
( 2 )

be
blC

1*





44A-LA-119954

SA I I contacted I |, a client services
representative for VIDEO MONITORING SERVICES (VMS) , 3434 W. Sixth
Street, Los Angeles, California, telephone 213-380-5011,
regarding the type of services that his company can provide.

I | stated that VMS records radio and television
broadcasts, seven days a week/twenty-four hours a day. The
service monitors the radio broadcasts from 6:00 a.m. to 9:00
a.m. , as well as all television network news programming. VMS
retains the broadcasts for thirty-one days from the time the
program airs, after which time, the recordings are erased (the
actual stations maintain their own respective archives)

.

further noted, that VMS has. an agreement with the stations that
VMS can sell the broadcasts only if the recordings are used for
research purposes. However, the broadcasts can be used in court
if obtained by subpoena.

b6
b7C

b6
b7C

The following is the complete list of radio stations
that VMS records daily:

KABC KCRW KFI KFWB KGIL KIEV
KISS KKBT KLAC KLOS KSLX KMPC
KNX KPWR KROC KUSC

The following is the complete list of television
stations which are recorded daily. VMS records all network news
programs and talk shows (ie., Today, Good Morning America,
Donahue, Oprah, Sally Jesse Rafael.):

KCBS KNBC KABC KCAL KTTV KTLA
KCOP KCET

FEES FOR RADIO BROADCASTS

Audio Tapes: 0-5 min ($35), 5-10 min ($45), 10-30 min
($60), 30-60 min ($85).

Transcripts: First 100 lines ($38), 38 cents for each
additional line. The average 30 minute program takes up 600 lines
of transcript.

FEES FOR TELEVISION BROADCASTS



7

VHS Tapes (1/2 or 3/4 inch) : 0-5 min ($90) ,
5-10 min

(100), 10-30 min ($130), 30-60 min ($180).

Transcripts: Same price as radio broadcasts.

Note:
| |

will notify us whenever one of the four defendants
and/or their attorneys appear on a monitored broadcast.

tr

tr
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The rap performer said he did

not condone the violence, partic-

ularly the beating of truck driver

Reginald Denny at one of the flash

points of the unrest.

“I think what they did to the

I

truck driver was insane,” he said.

S

“But I thought what happened to
1

Rodney King was insane.”

1 Powell talked about his fear

I during the encounter with King.

|

Sir Mix-A-Lot, who admits to

i owning a home arsenal and op-

|

posing gun control because it

I would leave weapons in the hands

|

of criminals and cops, talked about

the fear of police among young
blacks. ?

“The thing we fear most is the

police—understand?” he said to

Powell. “It's almost like you see a

strong black man . , . you had to

beat him down.”
Aside from such exchanges,

Powell’s appearance with hosts

Ken Minyard and Roger Barkley

appeared to be part of a recent

strategy among King-case defend-

ants to take their views to the

j

public. Officer Theodore J. Briseno

recently granted a wide range of

interviews, and a book by Sgt.

Stacey C. Koon is scheduled for

publication next month,

i
“I think it’s important to tell my

1
side of the story,” Powell said. “I

!

am not adding to the publicity. This

I case is going to get publicity

whether I speak or not.”

I

Powell said he believes the beat-

! ing that King received was within

t
the LAPD’s use-of-force policy.

“We are taught to use our batons in

that manner, and that’s what we :

did that night,” he said.
j

Reiterating a defense theme in I

the earlier trial, Powell said the
|

beating was sparked by King’s

bizarre behavior and his refusal to

cooperate.

“What we did was in reaction to

what Rodney King did,” Powell 1

said. “He was in control .out

there. ... I never hit him when
he wasn’t resisting.”

In answer to a caller's question,

.

Powell said he, Briseno and former'

,

Officer Timothy E. Wind were 1

forced to hit King more than 50

times because they were forbidden

by departmental policy from using

a chokehold to subdue suspects.

A chokehold would have ended

the King encounter in seconds,

Powell said, to which Sir Mix-A-
Lot interjected: “With a chokehold,

I think he’d be dead.”

Powell said the King-case de-

fendants have been made scape- ,

goats for the ills of the nation’s

police departments.

“I agree there are people out
!

there who haire had bad experienc-

es with police,” he said. “But it’s !

not my case. But it has polluted my
case.”

|

, After Powell left the studio, Sir
|

Mix*-A-Lot stayed with the subject.
1

“A guy like that is so out of touch

with the streets, it’s pitiful,” he '

said of Powell.
h

; j
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City Offer of

$1.75 Million!

Police: Council makes 1

bid after turning down a

settlement of$5.9 million

sought by beating victim. ;

King’s lawyer says he will ,

take case to trial.

By GREG KRIKORIAN
!

and RICHARD A. SERRANO 1

TIMES STAFF WRITERS '

In its first public offer to settle

the police brutality lawsuit
brought by Rodney G. King, the

Los Angeles City Council voted

Tuesday to guarantee him at least

$1.75 million, but King’s attorney

blasted the proposal and vowed to

take the civil case to trial

After meeting in closed-door

session for nearly an hour, the

council rejected an earlier $5.9-

milliofi settlement sought by King.

Instead, council members offered

to award him a lump sum of,

$250,000 and establish an invest-

ment fund that would pay him
$75,000 annually for the rest of his

,

life.

Should he die early, the heirs of

27-year-old King would be assured

payment for 20 years, amounting to
’

$1.75 million.

“Some people might think that
' was not enough and others might
! think it was too much,” said Coun-

|

cilman Zev Yaroslavsky. “We i

t think it’s a generous and fair
j

offer—generous to Mr. King and
j

fair to the taxpayers.” i

However, King’s lawyer, Steven

A. Lerman, accused the City Coun-

cil of showing disregard for his

client and countless other police

,

abuse victims who seek compensa-

!
tion for their injuries. He said he :

was particularly angry that the i

council rejected the proposed $5.9-

million settlement to his federal
*

civil rights lawsuit, which he said

was agreed to by his office and the

city attorney after long days of

negotiations beginning soon after

the spring riots.

,
“It now appears that the City

Council had no intention all along

to honor the result of our negotia-

, tions,” Lerman said, “but instead to

deceptively waste everyone’s time

and energy, and now seize upon a

self-inspired moment of political

opportunity to act tough.
1

“It’s a political gesture by those

on the council who would seek to

|

ignore the good faith that was

j

supposed to be underlying the

negotiations,” he added, “and it

1 certainly is indicative of a gross

insensitivity of those members of
1 the council to Mr. King.”

Lerman himself would have re-

ceived no money under the City

Council’s settlement offer. Rather,

he would have had to petition the

court for his fees.

The strained negotiations come
!

as the city is deeply mired in its

struggle to rebuild from the up-

heaval that followed the not guilty

I

verdicts in the trial of the four Los

I Angeles police officers accused of

j

beating King. It also comes in a

;

time of severe fiscal crisis, with

city funds recently slashed by

more than $180 million and officials

bracing for even more cuts.

There is clearly a sense among
council members that it is to the

1

city’s advantage—in terms_of its

(Jncficstt poQ6, namt of

newspaper, dty and state.)
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emotional recovery and financial

health—to settle the case rather

than endure a long and expensive
trial. But what constitutes a fair

|i

settlement remains a subject of

I debate.
!' Tuesday's offer was approved by
a 9-3 vote, sources said, with three

|

council members absent. The
I

1 council spent about an hour behind -

dosed doors calmly discussing the

j

implications of the racially charged
i case and comparing other costly

I

liabilityjudgments against the city.

I

During the meeting, the city at-

,

torney’s office said a survey of

,

private attorneys suggested that a

brutality case ending in injuries such
as King’s normally would bring a

jury award of $500,000 to $750,000.

But given the attention surrounding

the King beating, the council

thought it would be appropriate to

;

essentially triple that amount.

;

> “I defy anybody to tell me that,

given the circumstances, that’s riot

a generous offer,” said Yaroslav-

sky, who voted with the majority.

t

“We’re trying to do what’s right.”

f ’Council President John Ferraro
went one step further, saying that

)
King's case probably would have
^resulted in a lower amount, “but

because of the' prominence of the

t

case, we felt we should offer more.”
Ferraro added that since reports

’surfaced in June that King was
seeking a settlement of $5 million to

$8 million, “I’ve had a number of

people say we should go to trial and

that he shouldn’t be paid anything.”

But Councilwoman Rita Walters,

who joined Councilmen Mark Rid-
ley-Thomas and Mike Hernandez
in opposing the offer, described the

proposed settlement as an affront.

“I don’t feel it adequately com-
pensated Mr. King for the horror

he has experienced, for the pain

and the suffering,” Walters said. “I

am personally disappointed.”

Ridley-Thomas said he was less

troubled by the amount of the offer

than the haste with which he
believed it was reached. He said

attorneys first unveiled the pay-
ment plan in a verbal presentation

to the council during Tuesday’s
closed-door session.

“This matter is too significant to

make a decision of this sort without
at least giving it more thought,”

Ridley-Thomas said. “My concern
is to be quite thoughtful about the

message we are sending.”

Lerman said he will not attempt
to further negotiate a settle-

ment with the city. Rather, he said,

he plans to take his civil rights

lawsuit to trial in U.S. District Court

after the conclusion of the federal

criminal trial against the four offi-

cers accused in the March, 1991,

Kirig beating. The criminal trial is

scheduled to begin next February.

As for his client, Lerman and his

associates said King reacted with
“disbelief and disappointment” at

the city’s proposal. Lerman ex-

plained the city’s offer in a meeting

with King in his Beverly Hills law
office Tuesday afternoon, and they

decided to reject it after little

discussion.

“He thought the City CounciP
had really wanted to settle his

case,” Lerman said of King. “So he
is surprised and somewhat disap-

pointed. But he remains resolved to !

make the legal system work.”
Although such negotiations are

usually kept secret, Tuesday's of-
,

fer was made public under a feder-

al rule that requires settlement
'

proposals to be filed in U.S. District
j

Court if the case is pending there, i

Shortly after .the beating, King
;

filed a lawsuit against the city, and
j

his attorney suggested .that he i

should be awarded $1 million for
j

each of the 56 baton swings leveled !

at the Altadena motorist.

. Under the city’s offer, $250,000

would have been paid directly to

King and $1 millio'n would have
gone into an investment fund ex-

pected to yield about $75,000 a

year, said Deputy City Atty. Don
Vincent, supervisor of the police

litigation unit.

The payments would have been
guaranteed for 20 years, assuring

King or his estate of at least $1.75 i

million, regardless of how long he
lives, Vincent said. But the beating

victim could have collected as much
as $3.3 million ifhe reaches 68—the
age to which city officials say he is

statistically expected to live. *

,

Times staff writer Jesse Katz con-

tributed to this story.
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® Litigation: So many factors enter the

equation that the standard method of

assessing how large a settlement the city

should pay becomes almost irrelevant,

lawyers say.

i

ByJESSE KATZ !

TIMES STAFF WRITER

If the beating of Rodney G. King had not been i

videotaped and if the not guilty verdicts in the trial of

'

four Los Angeles police officers accused of striking him
,

had not sparked a riot, his civil suit against the city
j

might have been settled long ago.
]

But there is nothing else' like the King case, legal
j

experts said Wednesday, no comparable incident and no
;

apparent precedent for easily determining how much
'

money, if any, would be appropriate to compensate him *

for that March night in 1991. J

o many extraneous factors enter into the equation of
]

the racially charged case—King's subsequent brush-
;

es with the law, the pending federal trial of the accused .

[Officers, the prospect of further unrest—that many
,

lawyers say the standard method for assessing the
j

severity of his injuries has become almost irrelevant. i

“I think just about any trial lawyer in the country, *

whether on the plaintiffs or defendant’s side, would

)

agree on what the case is worth if the name [was] blank
instead of King,” said Thomas J. Feeley, a private
attorney who is defending Sgt. Stacy Koon in the civil i

lawsuit. “But in this case, it’s hard tp say what is'

reasonable for any of the parties in the negotiations' to
expect. This is truly one of a kind.”

;

Even though many of those other factors have no

.

bearing on the merits of the lawsuit, experts say, they

,

are all part of the process of deciding the right thing to
1

d°-
i

“This is not just a case of compensating him for
!

physical injuries and emotional distress,” said Michael H.
Shapiro, a USC professor of law. "Cases like this arej

designed to deter, denounce, educate and teach.”

King’s attorriey played the first card months ago,j;

suggesting that the Altadena motorist should, be -award-
j

ed $1 million for each of the 56 baton blows he suffered!
After the violence that erupted this spring. King and the]
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city attorney began negotiations

that resulted in a $5.9-million deal.

But that collapsed on Tuesday
when the City Council rejected the

settlement, instead offering to

guarantee King $1.75 million over

the next 20 years—a proposal he
promptly rejected.

Council members said they made
their latest offer after numerous
attorneys andjudges told them that

a brutality case ending in injuries

such as King’s normally would
bring , a jury award of between
$500,000 and $750,000. Given the

notoriety and ramifications of the

beating, the council decided it was
appropriate to • nearly triple that

amount.
“This is not a trip-and-fall case

in Hollywood—this is the Rodney
King case,” said Councilman Zev
Yaroslavsky. “That’s why we of-

fered 2V2 times what every lawyer
in this town said it was worth.”

H owever,, King’s attorney,

Steven A. Lerman, contended
that the council had failed to take

into account all of the circum-

stances of his client’s beating and
accused officials of “gross insensi-

tivity’* in making what he de-

scribed as a paltry offer.

11

C. BWioh, dfi

representing one of the passengers

in King’s car, accused the city of

negotiating in bad faith’ and with-

drawing support for the $5.9-mil-

lion agreement as part of a ploy to

embarrass King and his lawyer.

“This is really the second beat-

ing of Rodney King,” Burton said.

“They have publicly humiliated

him. It’s a very ominous develop-

ment.”
The largest, personal -injury

award ever paid by the city in-

volved a former Coliseum grounds-

keeper who was shot by an off-du-

Fftl/OOJ



fty police officer in 1987 and left a

Iparaplegic. Adelaido Altamirano

' was awarded $8.75 million by a

j

jury, but accepted a $5.5-milli6n

settlement last year rather than

: risk losing the judgment on appeal.

1 Most of the other liability cases

in which the city has agreed to

f multimillion -dollar settlements.

I have involved plaintiffs who died,

,

suffered brain damage or were left

confined to a wheelchair. In many
1

of those incidents, the injuries were

sustained during traffic accidents

in which the city was accused of

|

negligence.

Attorney Stephen Yagman, who

;

has won numerous brutality judg-

[

ments against the city, said any

I injuries suffered in the incident

|

should not be the predominant

i

factor in determining a settlement.

;

Rather, he said, the dollar amount
1

should be based on the signal that

the city wants to send.
: “There is no other case like this

and there never will be,” said

Yagman, who believes the King

case could draw as much as $10

, million from a jury. “It is an

|

opportunity for the city of Los
' Angeles to 'say: This is really

terrible, it never should' have hap-

pened and we’re really sorry.”
1 King’s case is further complicat-

' ed, experts say, by the fact that his

injuries were suffered at the hands

' of police officers accused of acting

: criminally. Some attorneys believe

the prospects for King’s civil law-

suit were hurt when the officers

were found not guilty in April by a

Simi Valley jury. But there is still

another criminal case pending

against them in U.S. District Court

that must be completed before the

lawsuit can go to trial,

i Meanwhile, King has had four

!
other scrapes with the law since

the beating,.none of which resulted

in the filing of charges. Two of the

incidents—a drunk driving arrest

and an altercation with his wife-

occurred this summer, after the

City Council had already begun

debating the proposed settlement.

Although negotiations in civil

lawsuits are often largely about

posturing and rhetoric, with nei-

ther side eager to be pinned down

to a specific dollar figure, efforts to

find a compromise in the King case

seem to have hit an impasse.

King's lawyer said he was espe-

cially frustrated because he

believed that a deal had been

struck with the city attorney to

settle the case for $5.9 million—an :

amount that the city attorney had :

endorsed to avoid a long and costly !

trial.
‘

!

The city attorney’s office con-
;

firmed that officials had agreed to a
|

proposed settlement with King.

But they said all such agreements '

are subject- to approval by the City

Council, which has responsibility

for authorizing the payment of any •

municipal funds exceeding $15,000.
1

“There was an agreement

reached and it was recommended

to the City Council,” said- Deputy

City Atty. Don Vincent, supervisor

of the police litigation unit. “Ev-

erything was done in good faith

. . .but they have the final say.”

After learning of the proposed

settlement in late June, the council

asked for additional details on the

extent of King’s injuries, which

some officials contended were not

as severe as originally believer- By

the time council members iet

again Tuesday to consider he

agreement, “it was pretty evident

that it was dead on arrival,” Yaro-

slavsky said.

During the hourlong meeting,

Yaroslavsky proposed giving King

a lump sum of $250,000 and putting

$1 million in an investment fund

that would pay him about $75,000

annually for the rest of his life.

Should the 27-year-old King die

early, his heirs would be guaran-

teed payments for 20 years,
i

amounting to $1.75 million. The

proposal was approved 9 to 3.

“I don’t fault the city attorney

for recommending” the $5.9-mil-

lion settlement, Yaroslavsky said.

“We wanted him to come back

with a what-would - it -take -to -

settle-the-case. That was the best

he could do. It’s not 'his fault. It’s a

very sensitive case.”
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King case:

Prosecutors hope to

holster position by using

examples ofmisconduct
by Koon, Powell and
.Briseno.

By MICHAEL CONNELLY
‘

TIMES STAFF WRITER
' '

OiT . ’ “ ,J
* A

' r
'

" Federal prosecutors said in m
•i*ourt •- documents . Monday .that

. j
theyrwill seek to us&prio?!acts of «

^.misconduct by three of the four
'
1

defendants in the-Rodney G. kihgi
case as evidence to bolster gov-

*

j
More than 20 motions were^!

~flled"iri: :the' case by’prosecutors^ '

forSgt. Stacey'.C.
- 'Koon, Theodore J. Briseno, Lau-
ivrence M. Powjell and Timothy E.
Wind,.The four officers face trial
Feb..3 in.UiSi DistrictCourtil"

11*”'

.^frThe gulf-between Briseno and
co-defendants that was ap-

parent in the state trial in Simi" Vailey seemed to widen with the
-.filing of.the new motions, many of
• which involved requests that Bri-
seno be tried separately andiorie

-in which Briseno accused Pow-
ell’s attorney of conflict of inter-
est.

'

‘
.

r government’s motions:to

:z-”
clude prior .actslof misconduct

asevidgnce, prosectors pptljn’ed-
“yee-incid®11^8' °ne:each-ihVoIv-.

-iv?i ^?
we

^’, ®Ad ..'Briseno,

^fafqh^.j^1, beating .0r^img and. are crucial to proving
= toe- officerar.yrft6nt_to- deprive.

.

saidthaUhe
file a:mqt|6n;i:ddayseek

;

prevent

dp the PoweliMncidentr.prosg-
-tutors said thatpniOct 20, 1990—

•

less than five months before the
: Ktagbeating-Bowell repeatedly
punched a handcuffed juvenile he
had arrested for jaywalking, them
Bed about the incident.
According to court records, the"

—juvenile - had -become-combative
ancifiad^Uj^Powel]^partner?1

\im: u S~
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Continued from B1

while the officers were driving him

- in a patrol car.

• "Powell stopped the car, opened
.

'

the rear passenger door and began

punching the still-handcuffed ju-

venile with his fist, cursing him as
1

iiedid so," the document says.'
,

,

’ *
•

*
(

f '

A fter the juvenile’s face was
'

bloodied, Powell’s partner

;

,
puljed him away, according to the

'

.court document. On the way to the
;

station, Powell said the boy* de- :

served the beating and falsely-’,,

reported to superiors.that the inju- ,

ries resulted from the juvenile’s

resistance while being handcuffed. :

Powell’s attorney, Michael ;P,

,

Stone, said he had never heard of

the incident, and he would seek to
-

.

have it disallowed.,
• ’

’

“
,

In the Koon incident, the docu- ,

ments described a Sept. 28, 1986,.

.arrest after a police pursuit of a

/stolen car. A juvenile occupant,

,

wh6 fled after the car crashed, was
1

!

'

- captured at gunpoint by Koon.

'

"During the arrest one of the .
.-j

officers pushed the juvenile against

a ,wall and punched him in the
';

i

head,”, the court document says,;.-

“While that officer was holding tlie^

juvenile, defendant Koon kick^|1

the' juvenile two times in, thfei'

chest" .

!

The court document alleged that
, j

that no use of- force occurred.

However, after an investigation

,

prompted by the juvenile’s com-

plaint, Koon was suspended for,

'five days.
‘

,

'

.

1

The Bpiseno .incident involves a

previously; reported June 14, 1987/

arrest of. a man during. a child

After ’the! man was handcuffed,

Briseno istpmped him on the shack -

ed,#as:8U$?ehded for 6S
:

days| the

“

,

court docuiitent says... .• i ^
-

;

The’ ddrament, ,ad^i;thatii; the

stomping/showed. 4 pattern 'by

Briseno that belies his defense in!

, the, current case that he: put his',

Mon,Kink in an effort to protect

him frbm further beating' by Pow-

'

ellandWind,

'

1 ‘

-

t
1

T
he court documents refer to an

unnamed police -officer :who

witnessed-! the 1987 'inciilentifBe-

cause of that'.incideht, thb;officer :

year? iater .Wlieri jratchingitelevi-
•

sion, news! and seeing the amateur.,

videotape taken of the, King beat-

.

ing-
’ ;i "

:

'

i/The.iofflcer wasihbleMtantly

to recognize defendant ;B$senq he-,

ctoe;!ile«remarked,i .lieljwotild

:.
?sb;

the government motions were

made available to the media, Asst.

U.S, Atty. Steven D. Clymer de-

clined to comment .

In other motions' filed Monday,

Briseno accused Powell’s attorney,

Stone, of conflict of interest and

asked for a hearing, before Judge

John'G. Davies to ask for Stone’s

removal from the case. .

B
riseno said that at the time.of

the.; King beating, Stone was

- seeing as- general counsel for the

LqsijAngbles. Police Protective
1

Leagiie, meaning, that, in effect he

represented- • Briseno, .who' was a

.member ofthe league.

But! Stone, according to Briseno,

attempted to '“eviscerate" Brisen-

o’s, defense during the state trial

thait'rpsulted in not guilty verdicts.

.

. . During the trial, Briseno broke

from-the three other defendants,

'

testifying that he had tried tp stop

.

their!
;
use of excessive force. Bri-

senp'said Stone introduced several

police officers as witnesses in the

tdaiwho testified against him.
’

Briseno said Stone "attempted to

. :..pput together, as part of the trial

iiiv Simi Valley, a false defense to

‘

.

sUeiice me, as
t

,pprt of the police

’

fcode of.Silence.’ ’’-Btfseno’s attor-:

.

ney, Harland W.;Bratm,.
;
who did

:

'

not represent him during the state

trial, said the conflict of interest

will prevent Briseno from getting'a

fair trial unless Stone is removed.

Stone denied that there was any

conflict, saying that he never met

Briseno until he became Powell’s

attorney.

A hearing on Briseno's request

has not been -set. If Stone is

removed from the case, the trial

could be delayed months while a

new attorney becomes acquainted

.with the case, Braun said.

A ll four officers challenged the

federal indictment in motions

saying that the officers’ prosecu-

tion is ’ double jeopardy because

they had been tried in state court.

The first trial resulted in not guilty

verdicts except for Powell, who

was acquitted on all but one charge

for which a jury could not agree on

a verdict.

Powell and Koon each filed mo-

tions seeking to have Briseno’s

trial severed from their own. Wind

filed a motion seeking to have his

,
case severed from the other three,

i

Koon, and the government also

filed- motions asking that jurors in

.the .case be sequestered and that

• their identities be kept secret,

Davies has scheduled a Nov. 12

hearing for discussion of the mo-

tions filed.
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King Switches Attorney^

in Bid toSettle Lawsuitj
Beating: New lawyer says he hopes to reopen negotiations with I

the city to resolve victim’s civil rights complaint.
[

By RICHARD A. SERRANO
(and ERIC LICHTBLAU
TIMES STAFF WRITERS

|

Steven A. Lerman, the Beverly Hills

attorney who has represented Rodney G.

King since his beating last year by Los
Angeles police officers, was dropped from
the case and replaced Monday by a promi-
nent Orange County criminal defense law-
yer.

Milton C. Grimes, a Santa Ana Heights
(

lawyer who has represented several high-i

profile murder defendants in Orange Coun-

ty, said he hopes to reopen settlement

negotiations with the city over King’s
!

federal lawsuit that alleges civil rights

violations. I

Last month, King let pass a deadline for
j

accepting a $1.75-million settlement offer 1

from the city. Lerman-had blasted the offer
;

as insufficient and vowed to take the case I

to trial next year. He had sought a
j

Settlement of nearly $5.9 million for King.
\

\ Grimes said it is too early to discuss how
i

much it would take to settle the case, or to
;

'say why King was trading lawyers at this
j

juncture.
I

"It’s just that the young man decided to i

change attorneys,” he said. “I absolutely
j

twon't get into criticizing Lerman. I guess
[King] just finally decided to retain me—

,

what his dissatisfaction was or is with
Lerman, I'm not prepared to get into.”

;

Sources close to the case said thdt
t

Grimes had been in contact with King's
:

wife's aunt about intervening in the law-
,

suit, and that King had been Under family !

pressure for some time to hire Grimes in

;

Lerman's place.

Grimes would only say that King and
|

family members have kept in touch with

i

him after Lerman was hired to sue the city. 1

He said King came to his Orange County
office Friday and agreed to hire him on a

j

contingency basis, and that Grimes notified

!

’ Lerman of the change Monday. Grimes said
j

he never solicited King as a client. “I amj

j

not poaching on this case.”
"

- Lerman said he talked to King on;

(Sunday, but that the client did not mention'

jGrimes. Lerman said he learned that he;

was out as King's lawyer when Grimes

:

; called him Monday. I

! Lerman would discuss the situation only

!

in general terms.
j

I “Given the state of Mr. King's ability to

!
perceive events and understand the actions

of those around him taken in his defense,”

|

Lerman said, “this move may be a manifes-
j

!

tation of his medical condition. But I don't

;
believe he harbors any ill-will toward me.”

j

Lerman also noted that from the instant!

the videotaped beating hit the airwaves j

f King was besieged by attorneys seeking to]

handle his lawsuit.
“Almost every attorney

}
in town has made a run at Mr. King

,

as a client,” he said.

!

Lerman said he expects to- be
fully compensated for the time and
effort he has put into the case. He

1 estimated he has spent about

!
$125,000 in “out-of-pocket costs,”

and that he is due another $1

j

million for “thousands and thou-

sands of hours” spent by himself

I and his staff.

“I have a substantial investment

here,” he said. “My efforts have
been monumental.”
Lerman also said he will miss

working closely with King.

“I've had Rodney King in my'
jhome, sitting and having dinner

I with my family,” Lerman said. .“I

i tried to be there for him bnmany,
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many occasions.”
j

Like Lerman, Grimes said he is 1

concerned about the alleged racial!

overtones in the case, and that hej

has already met with several black
j

politicians and academicians in Or-

;

ange County to discuss the matter.
;

“Race was certainly a question
j

here,” Grimes said. “I am from the'

South and I have seen police bru-

tality toward black men especial-
;

ly. . . . It's something that white!

society says doesn't happen, but|

here you have it for once captured
on videotape.”

The federal lawsuit remains on!

hold in U.S. District Court, pending 1

the criminal trial of four Los An-j

geles police officers charged with]

violating King's civil rights in thej

beating.
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Eds: Shry is correct,
LOS ANSELES (CNS) - Pi Los Angeles police officer present during the

beating of Rodney M<ing by fellow officers and accused of failing to report
their misconduct was cleared of wrongdoing in an internal admin i strat i ve
hearing, it was reported today*

Foui—year police veteran Danny Shry, 37, was found not guilty Wednesday
after a three-day Board of Rights hearing* If found guilty on the two
counts of failing to intervene and failing to report the beating, he could
have received a recommendation that he be suspended or fired.

The Los Pingeles Times reported that Shry is the third LPlPD officer who
was a bystander at the scene of the beating to face administrat i ve
discipline. One officer was also cleared, and the third received a
reprimand. Five other officers still face similar proceedings.

Piccording to Internal Affairs Division records, Shry arrived at the
scene well after the beating incident had begun in Lake View Terrace- The
records say Shry only saw a small number of baton blows from the four
officers now facing federal charges for the beating.

Shry was a defense witness in the Simi Valley trial where the four were
found not guilty — setting off three days of rioting last spring.

Officials said the board’ s ruling means Shry will be allowed to return
to active patrol duty at the Devonshire Division- He has been on restricted
duty since the King beating incident nearly IB months ago.

City News Service Bs29 10/23/1992
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Rodney King Gets Driver’s License Back After Ruling by DMV Official
SANTA ANA (CNS) - Rodney King regained his driver’ s license after an

official ruled there was insufficient proof that he refused to take a blood
test upon his arrest far alleged drunken driving, it was reported today,.

'

' I am happy, very happy. It will be a thrill for me to drive again,’’
King told the Los Angeles Times, adding that he plans to take his wife and
two sons to Disneyland later this week.

King, whose videotaped beating by Los Angeles police officers was seen
worldwide, was arrested in the early hours of July 16 in a Denny’s parking
lot in Orange by California Highway Patrol officers.

He got his license back yesterday evening at the Santa Ana office of his
attorney, Hilton Grimes, several hours after Department of Motor Vehicles
hearing officer Kathleen Anderson issued her ruling.

The £7-year-old Altadena resident testified a week ago before Anderson
that he was upset and confused by a CHP officer, who he said challenged him
about the truth of his version of his March 1991 beating in Lake View
Terrace.

King said he therefore did not understand the warning from the other
officer who told him that under California law, a suspected drunken driver
automatically has his license suspended if he refuses to take a blood,
urine or breath test, the Times reported.

According to published reports, the officers said King was driving
erratically in the parking lot, and that they smelled alcohol as they
approached his Chevrolet Blazer, But witnesses challenged the CHP account.

During a three-day DMV hearing that ended Oct. £6, King argued he took a
field sobriety test and would have undergone chemical tests if he had
understood that they were being requested.

King testified he’d had one beer and part of a second earlier that day
and denied driving while under the influence. County prosecutors declined
to file charges, saying there was insufficient evidence. But King’s license
was suspended because he did not take the chemical tests, a ruling he
appealed.
City News Service 10s 18 11/3/1992
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Probat ionary LAPD Of|ricF^s Not Entitled to Board o^^ights Hearings

f f iJt b7c
Eds;; ODDS details thWout
By HOLLY J. WAGNER
City News Service
LOS ANGELES (CNS) - A judge ruled today that Los Angeles police Officer

Timothy Wind, relieved of duty for his role in the Rodney King beating, is
not entitled to the same departmental hearing that long-term officers would
receive,.

But Wind’s attorney, Patrick Thistle, said he probably will appeal the
ruling.

Los Angeles Superior Court Judge Stephen O’Neil ruled that the
administrat i ve hearing — begun by Wind before he sued the city — affords
probationary officers ample constitutional protection.

''Officer Wind, in this court’s view, was provided with const it i onal 1

y

adequate due process protections with respect to the city’s termination (of
him),’’ O’Neil said.

Wind was one of four Los Angeles police officers relieved of duty
because of their involvement in the March 3, 1991, beating of King.,

A jury in Simi Valley acquitted him of criminal charges stemming from
the incident. But he still faces federal civil rights charges, along with
the rest of his administrat i ve appeal, if he wants to hang onto his job.

Because Wind was a probationary officer at the time of the beating, he
was relieved of duty without the usual LAPD Board of Rights hearing
afforded longer—term officers. Today, Thistle argued his client should have
had such a hearing.

The City Charter provides that probationary employees may be fired
without the same level of hearing that long-term employees must receive
before they are let go.

But in another section the charter states that police officers are
entitled to a Board of Rights hearing, similar to a military court martial,
by three command-level officers.

''Unless the charter has changed, some unilateral action taken by the
city or the police chief cannot act to subvert the charter, ’

’ Thistle
argued.

At issue was which section applies to probationary police officers.
Probationary officers receive an administrative hearing before a single

hearing officer. The hearing is to give the officer a chance to clear his
name, Deputy City Attorney David Hotchkiss said.

In both types of hearing, the officials review testimony and evidence
about the alleged misconduct, and the officer facing charges is allowed to
call witnesses and present evidence in his defense, he said.

Wind began that process but stopped in the middle, Hotchkiss said, then
sued the city for reinstatement, a Board of Rights hearing and back pay for
the period he is relieved of duty.

He agreed to give up his claim to back pay in exchange for postponing
the adminsitrat i ve procedures, Hotchkiss said.

Thistle said the adm in i strat i ve hearing process for probationary
officers is ''one-sided’’ and deprives the officers of their right to due
process under the law.

''They bring in a stack of paperwork and the hearing officer says, ' I’ vd
decided you’re guilty, change my mind,’’’ he said.

Thistle said he will wait for direction from Wind on whether to appeal,
but he thinks a higher court should decide the matter.

''I think it’s important that it’s appealed,’’ he said. ''I’d very much
like to keep the issue alive. These charges are stigmatizing, and they’ll
follow (Wind) for the rest of his life.’’

When the administrat i ve hearing process resumes some time after the
federal case is tried, Wind must show he is factually innocent of the
alleged misconduct — excessive force — to be reinstated, Hotchkiss said.
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ft judge ruled today that ex-Los Angeles police
fired for his role in the Rodney King beating, is not

entitled to another departmental hearing that might have restored his job.
But Wind’s attorney, Patrick Thistle, said he probably will appeal theruling. 1 ^

Wind was relieved of duty by the LfiPD because of his involvement in theMarch 3, 1991, beating of King*
A jury in Simi Galley acquitted him of criminal charges stemming fromthe incident, but he still faces federal civil rights charge s.
Because Wind was a probat ionary officer, he was fired without a hearing

by an LAPD Board of Rights — which Thistle argued today that he should
have had.

But Los Angeles Superior Court Judge Stephen O’Neil ruled that the type
of hearing Wind received instead of a Board of Rights hearing afforded himadequate const itut ional protection.

Thistle said he will wait for direction from Wind on whether to appeal,
but he thinks a higher court should decide the matter.

''I think it’

s

important that it’s appealed,” he said. ''I’d very muchlike to keep the issue alive. These charges are stigmatizing, and they’ll
follow (Wind) for the rest of his life.”
City News Service 10s30 11/4/I99S
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Wind Running Out ofSteam
JudgeWon’t GiveJob Back to Officer iii KingCase

~ ByLauren Blau
DailyJournal StaffWriter

The administrative procedure used by
the Los Angeles Police Department to

discipline a rookie officer charged in the

luffing ofblack motorist Rodney G. King
is'constitutional, a judge ruled Wednes-
day.

The decision by Los Angeles Superior

CourtJudge Stephen E. O'Neil upholding

the policy effectively means that Officer

Timothy E. Wind has lost his battle in a
trial court to regain his job, his attorney

Patrick J. Thistle said. Wind v. City ofLos
Angeles, BC011288.

Wind, Sgt Stacey C. Koon, Officer Lau-
rence M. Powell and Officer Theodore J.

Briseno are scheduled to go to trial Feb. 2
on charges of federal civil rights viola-

tions. The officers were acquitted last

Aprilby a Superior Courtjury in Simi Val-

ley of excessive force charges. Wind has

been relieved of duty without pay and is

still involved in the administrative appeal

process, Deputy City Attorney S. David

Hotchkiss said.

Thistie said he plans to appeal O'Neil's

ruling.

Hotchkiss, who represents the police

department in the-ease,* said the city is

pleased, with the ruling, especially be-

cause it has been litigating the issue with

the Los Angeles Police Protective

League involving individual officers since

1981.

“This [ruling] affects all sworn proba-

tionary employees of the police depart-

ment,” Hotchkiss said.

O’Neil ruled that the city's procedures

are constitutional and were adopted fol-

lowing compliance with the state's re-

quirement of negotiating with union em-
ployees. The judge also ruled the depart-

ment's policy complies with the Public

Safety Officers' Procedural Bill of Rights

Act, which requires that all peace officers

be afforded the opportunity for an admin-

istrative appeal.

Disagreement on Issue

Thistle said he disagreed with O'Neil's

reasoning that the issue is whether the

police department's policy is constitu-

tional.

The attorney contended the appropri-

ate issue to be considered is whether pro-

visions of the City Charter dealing with

disciplining police officers are applicable

to a situation such as Wind's.
“Even if the new policy meets mini-

mum due process standards, it still

doesn't serve to change the charter,”

Thistle contended.

The charter allows probationary offic-

ers to have a procedural hearing, such as

the department's Board of Rights hear-

ings, Thistle said.

Wind sought a Board of Rights hearing,

but his requestwas denied.

DischargeRescinded

After the videotape of King's March 3,

1991, beating was broadcast, the police

took internal action to investigate and dis-

cipline officers.

Wind, a probationary employee, was
given notice that he was going to be fired

and advised he had the right to appeal,

Hotchkiss said. A hearing officer subse-

quently recommended termination and

Windwas fired.

After then-Police Chief Daryl F. Gates

reviewed Wind's firing, he rescinded the

discharge order and reopened the appeal

process, Hotchkiss said. Wind's adminis-

trative appeal is still pending.

Hotchkiss said it would be possible for

Wind to be reinstated if he can convince

Police ChiefWillie Williams he did not use

excessive force in helping arrest Kingand
did not author or submit a false police re-

port.
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Removal

Lawyer iii

Courts: Attorney fbi^

Koon will try to have 744

counsel for Powell ,,a

removed in the federally

trial of four LAPD
officers.

ByJIM NEWTON «ig»
; ;

TIMES STAFF WRITER
jjp j

A feud among lawyers i®)rerj

seating the four Los Angeles gmicej
officers charged with Vidl^figt
Rodney G. King's civil right|rvffd4

ened Thursday, as the attorn^fori

Sgt. Stacey C. Koon filed
:

<Sfcuvj

ments suggesting that he wMtryj!
to have one of the other defense!

attorneys removed from the £§§&.
j

The move by lawyer Ira SaKman!,
1

threatens to jeopardize the poMiion’f.

of Michael P. Stone, who repre-'j

sented Officer Laurence M. tweUjj
during the officer's trial onT^tate;

charges and continues to repr^nt|
him as they face federal civil^ightsi

charges. Salzman said in his mSiionr
that he believes Stone may h&veai

!

conflict of interest that wouldforce
\

him to step aside. .. v.m
: ;

"This basically knocks Stone;

out," said attorney Harland^W.j
Braiin, who represents TheodbreJ.j
Briseno and who has 6$irily|j

clashed with Stone for weeks.;^The'

government has conceded^hatjl
there's a conflict, and now K&Sn isfj

saying he won't waive it." * 3

I

W
?

f Salzman's effort is successful;

it could result in the casejaeing
split, or it could force Powejjj to,

find a new lawyer. Either w#y, it'

would likely delay the proceedings,1

and if Stone is removed, it^Qpuld

postpone the trial—now set to!

begin on Feb. 2—for months. -*
\

Salzman does not spell op£ hisj

reasons for believing that Stonej

has a conflict of interest;^buti
Stone's law firm also repregents

j

Koon in a civil suit. That,could
jmean that Stone has accesg to;

privileged material regarding!
Koon, and if Koon's interestsfand!

Powell’s diverge during the tfj&Utj
' could create a conflict. V^ , j
I Already, one issue appeal tol

separate Powell and Koon; sjjtottef

filed a motion last month seeking;
to limit expert testimony on tfr§.use (

of force by police officers. Koon'g!
defense is largely based oit

1

the[

premise that the effort to sutidue;

King was a proper use of force^so if!

Stone's motion is granted, it'could!

hurt Koon. *
j

Neither Salzman nor Stone2was)
availablefor comment Thursday.

|

i
Salzmar's motion makes hifft th$

‘second lawyer in the case to cfues|

tion Stone's right to represent
Powell. Braun launched a bfi£ter-j;

ing attack on Stone last nfbnthj!,

accusing him of orchestratifeg dl

police code of silence usdd to'

athwart Briseno during thed&tate

case. Stone angrily denied ‘those

charges and asked U.S. District

Judge John W. Davies to schedule;

a hearing so that Stone .coulc}£lea£
his name. i K

After Braun filed his ajfega-|

tions, prosecutors took th| un|
usual step of siding with Stong, but!

they also suggested that , while;

Briseno's claims were not support?

able, the other co-defendants
might have the right to chaljlnge
Stone. Prosecutors suggested^thai;

each of the other defendants
should be asked to provide written
waivers saying that they dS no!
believe Stone has a conflict oi;

interest. f *K

Each of the other officers^upf
plied those waivers In the- Estate

case, but this time, Koon^ has
refused. ' /
"Defendant Stacey C. ‘Koori

hereby expressly revokes^ th^
waiver of conflict that was ex£cut-f

ed and filed with the Los Ahgeles
Superior Court on Jan. 13, 1992,

and shall waive no conflicts of

interest," Salzman said in hi# mot
tion. id
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newspaper, c*y and state.)
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Salzman added that he does not

endorse Braun's claims that Stone
acted improperly during the,state

trial. Salzman said he would iftform

the judge of his reasons for bpliev*

ing that Stone has a conflict in this

case but would do so in closetjt

session because those reasons ar<>

covered by the confidential relaj

tionship between a lawyer and his

client. I
|

For his part, Powell seemecl

mystified and disturbed by' thd

legal maneuvering to oust' his atf

torney. -*>
j

"I don't know anything about it/f

he said. "As far as I'm concerned;,!

intend to keep Mike Stone as-my
attorney, and I'll fight for that to

the end." —

—

ijt/A'U''- 1T&
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3 officers charged

in King beating take

their cases
i

i By Philipp Goliner

j

Daily News Staff Writer

j

From curbside press conferences

to live, raucous television call-in

! debates, three of four officers

I
charged in the Rodney King beat-

!

ing are taking their case to the pub-

I
lie before their federal civil-rights

' trial next year.
1 The publicity blitz — including

;

talk-radio debates with African-
American callers, appearances on

|

CNN’s Larry King Live and a book

j

on the beating — is a marked de-

parture from the low-key approach
that the three LAPD officers and a

j

former officer took before their first

i trial on criminal charges in Simi

j

Valley.

But the stakes are different this

i

time, attorneys in the case say.

With most ofthe facts laid out in

the first trial— which ended in the

officers’ acquittals on all but one

I

count — the officers are less con-

!
cerned that their statements will be

|

used as prosecutorial ammunition,

|

defense attorneys said.

I “What £re they going to say?”
j

said attorney Harland W. Braun, i

topubhc
. i

who is representing Officer Theo- ,

dore Briseno. “If you are innocent, I

you don’t worry about what you are
|

going to say.”- i

Their attorneys also say the offi-

1

cers are taking to the airwaves to

show that they are political scape-

1

goats in an election year.
j

But legal experts say the officers
i

may be trying to influence potential
s

jurors who will decide the officers’
j

fates when the case goes to trial I

next year. I

“At least they get the defense *

story out to the potential jury pool I

before jury selection,” said Laurie 1

Levenson, a Loyola Law School
j

professor and a former prosecutor !

with the U.S. Attorney’s Office in
j

Los Angeles.
|

“The problem is that all the
!

mechanisms in jury selection are
j

designed to weed out those people,

so that if the system works right, all

this pretrial propaganda shouldn’t

rriake a difference,” she said.
j

“But those experienced in the f

area know that jurors are not al-
|

ways as candid as they can
,
be”

j

(htfeatt p*9*. nan* of

rwwtpaper, city and state.)
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when asked if they have any biases,

she added. “Even though jurors

say, *1 can filter out their view-

point/ the truth is they will have

,

heard the defense story at least

once before trial.”

Sgt. Stacey Koon, Officers Bri-

]

seno and Laurence Powell and ex-

officer Timothy Wind have plead-

|

ed not guilty to charges that cariy
1

10 years in prison and $500,000 in

j

fines. They are accused of violating

! Rodney King’s civil rights in the

March 3, 1991, videotaped beating

in Lake View Terrace after a high-

i speed chase.

!
Defense attorneys deny that they

i are trying to sway a jury.

“I really am angry when I hear

lawyers and legal experts say that

I’m trying to get to a jury,” said

Powell’s attorney, Michael P.

Stone. “It’s public information.

Most people still think the Simi

;

Valley verdict was a travesty ofjus-

i
tice. That’s just wrong, wrong,

[,

wrong.

“Any time somebody puts a mi-

j
crophone in front of me and says,

y
‘Talk/ I will talk. I see it as educa-

tion,” he said.

Attorneys say speaking out also

, has a cathartic effect, allowing the

- officers to tell their side of the story

and preparing them psychologically

for trial.

1

. But the officers also take the risk

;

that the public — and potential

jurors— may be turned offby what

;

they hear, critics say.

-

,

“I don’t believe they come off

j

1 well/’ said attorney Steven A. Ler-

man, who until recently represent-

ed King in his civil suit against the

city. “I think they are insincere. I

j

think anyone who is a student of
psychology will look at these char-

acters and see them for what they

are.

“It’s inspired by defense counsel

to predispose potential jurors to

think these are just family guys
,caught up in the excitement of the

moment, that it was all King’s
fault.”

Defense lawyers said they are

merely trying to counter the tide of

negative publicity against their cli-

ents that climaxed with President

Bush’s nationally televised denun-
ciation of the not-guilty verdicts,

during the rioting that killed "53

people and caused $800 million in

damage.
“We’ve just done a year and a

half of bad publicity,” Braun said.

“All Ted has done is answer ques-

tions. For them to equate me with

the (publicity by the) government
or the state and the mayor and the

president of the United States is lu-

dicrous.”

With the exception of Wind —
who has remained silent since the

beginning — the officers have de-

cided to tell all, even though they

know their public comments could

be used as evidence against them,
their attorneys say.

The federal prosecutors on the

case, Barry F. Kowalksi and Ste-

ven D. Ciymer, have declined to

comment beyond.their public fil-

ings. But federal officials said in

May they were reviewing a manu-
script Koon wrote about the beat-

ing, in which 'he made remarks that

African-American leaders termed
racist.

Among other controversial state-

ments, Koon said the reaction of a
female Highway Patrol officer to

King’s behavior moments before

l

i

i

i

the beating was “the fear ofa Man-
dingo sexual encounter” — a term
used by som^ Westerners to deni-

grate African-American male
slaves.

;

But most pf the statements that

were seen as offensive were edited

out of the final text, which was pub-
lished under the title “Presumed
Guilty: The Tragedy of the Rodney
King Affair/'

According to Braun, prosecutors

have also asked for tapes of Bri-

seno’s recent radio and television

appearances.

That scrutiny worries Wind’s
lawyer, Paul R. DePasquale, who
has counseled against publicity.



Wind was the only defendant not

to take the witness stand during the

state trial, although DePasquale

said he is expected to testify in the

federal trial.

“As far as his not going out on

the talk-show circuit, frankly that’s

a matter of intelligence. Only in the

most extreme of circumstances

would I want to have my clients

„
talk about issues of guilt or inno-

|

cence,” DePasquale said,

i “It would be a cold day in purga-

tory before you decide to put a

book out on the circumstances” of

the beating.

Levenson agreed that trying the
' case in the press could backfire.

“There are some real dangers to

doing this she said. “Every time a

defendant makes a statement, it has

the potential of being used against

them, whether or not they testify. It

gives the prosecution a preview of

what the defendant is going to

say.”

Indeed, the fact that prosecutors

have not asked for a gag order in

the case can be seen as a sign they

are all ears when it comes to the of-

! fleers’ public statements, Levenson

]

said.

But the government has cited the

!
intense pretrial news coverage in its

request for an anonymous jury,
1 which it wants sequestered during

, the trial and deliberations.
' “The media reports — which
could reach an unsequestered jury

— have included potentially preju-

dicial statements by defense coun-

j

sel,” prosecutors said in court fil-

I

ings. “Defense lawyers have been
' reported as saying that the White
House pressured local prosecutors

to indict the case.”

i

Braun said the government can
1

listen all it wants — Briseno has

nothing to hide.

What’s more, Briseno needs to

tell his side of the story to keep his

peace of mind during the legal or-

deal, the lawyer said.

“I think it’s just healthy psycho-

logically for Ted to answer his crit-

ics,” Braun said. “Every time you

talk and articulate and have to an-

swer questions, it’s healthy.”

, Of the four, Briseno— who testi-

fied in Simi Valley that he thought

his fellow officers were out of con-

trol — has been among the most

outspoken about the case.

Since the indictments were hand-

ed up Aug. 4, he has fielded ques-

tions on NBC’s “Today” show,
j

“Larry King Live,” local radio sta-

tion KFI-AM and local newspapers

and television news programs,
‘

Braun said.

He also took on a sometimes hos-

tile audience on KJLH, a radio sta*
,

tion that primarily serves the city’s
j

African-American communities.
j

“We got an insight into how peo-

ple are thinking about the case,’*
j

Braun said. “More people in the
j

black community have a more
(

open mind than I thought” about
j

the King beating. i

Powell, too, has made numerous

!

media appearances.

It was his lawyer, Stone, who,

held daily press briefings in the ear-

ly stages of the Simi Valley trial be-

fore the judge in the case asked at-

torneys to keep quiet.
,

Last month, Powell faced off

with rap-music star Sir Mix-A-Lot

on KABC’s “Ken and Barkley

Company,” defending his conduct 1

on the night ofthe beating and call!

ing the riots “nothing but a bunch

of criminals burning doy/n the

buildings in their own neighbor-

hoods.”

Along the way, the officers’ pub-, I

lie appearances have produced
I

some surprises, such as when Brit

,

seno’s ex-wife called him live on
KJLH and accused him of falling^

behind in his child-support pay-

ments.

The episode was shown on the

tabloid television program “Inside

Edition,” which recently broadcast
j

an interview with the wife. Braun]

denied her charges.
j

“Maybe it’s self-defeating,”
j

Braun said of the publicity. “But
j

maybe it means we will be able to

get a fair trial. I hope so,”,
!
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Judge Rules Trial of Officers Does Mot Represent Double Jeopardy
By DAN WHITCOMB
City Mews Service
LOS ANGELES (CMS) - Pi judge today ruled that an upcoming federal trial

does not put three current and one former police officer in danger of
double jeopardy, even though they were acquitted of similar state charges.

' % In this case you’ve got exclusively a federal question,’’ U. S«

District Judge John Davies said, referring to the civil rights violation
case brought against the men implicated in the Rodney King beating case.

''The core of this case is that the officers were allegedly subjecting
Mr. King to the deprivation of his civil rights,’’ Davies said.

He said the U. S« Supreme Court has already determined that the state and
federal governments are ''separate sovereigns.’’ Accordinqly, he said, eachAccordingly,
can bring charges against a defendant for essentially the same offense.

While there are ''good and equitable reasons’’ for the case not to be
tried, Davies said, is beyond the scope of his judicial power to prevent
prosecutors from bringing the charges.

Even if he were to dismiss the charges on double jeopardy grounds,
Davies said, ''the case would soon be returned (to him) by the appellate
court. ’

’

Davies also ruled today that the jury in the trial scheduled to start
next February must be sequestered, and their names and addresses must be
kept secret. That information will be given to lawyers in the case,
however, he ruled.

''The conf ident ialit y and protection of the jury in this case is

paramount,’’ Davies said.
He said the federal government has little money to pay for the private

housing of the jury over a lengthy period of time, but that the funds must
be found somewhere, by somebody.

Davies said he will rule later on whether defense attorney Michael Stone
has a conflict of interest in representing defendant Laurence Powell.

Davies ruled that a ''Gorillas in the Mist’’ message Powell sent via his
patrol car’s computer terminal minutes before the King beating is

inadmissible as evidence. He said it did not apply to the use of force
issue involved in the federal trial, but that it ''clearly’’ was a racist
statement.

He said he would allow another Mobile Digital Terminal message Powell
sent short time after the March 1991, King incident, in which the
suspended Los Angeles police officer said he had not beaten anyone so

severely in a long time.
Davies also ruled that prior acts committed by Powell, Officer Ted

Briseno and Sgt. Stacey Koon will not be admitted because they do not
really show intent, and would unfairly prejudice the jury.

The judge also ruled that the defendants should not be tried separately.
He rejected the argument that Briseno would be taking a different position
than the other three.

At the state trial, Briseno testified that Powell was ‘''out of control’’
during the beating.

Davies said he would allow the jury to see excerpts of Briseno’s
videotaped testimony from the state trial, a proceeding that resulted in
acquittals and led to the worst rioting in this country this century.

Today’ s pretrial hearing could last through tomorrow. The trial of
Powell, Briseno, former Officer Timothy Wind and Koon is scheduled to 'begin
Feb. 2.
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LOS ANGELES (CN9V 4/r federal judge today ruled that the jury in the

civil rights violatren tVial of four men accused in connection with the
Rodney King beating should be sequestered.

U« S. District Judge John Davies also said the jurors’ names and
addresses should be kept secret from the public,, The names and other
information will be. given to lawyers.

''The confidentiality and protection of the jury in this case is

paramount, 7 ’ Davies said during a hearing on pretrial motions.
He said the federal government has little money to pay for the

sequestering of jurors, but that the funds would have to be found
somewhere, by somebody.

Davies said he will rule at another time on whether defense attorney
Michael Stone has a conflict of interest in representing defendant Laurence
Powe 1 1

-

Davies ruled that a transcript of a patrol car computer terminal message
Powell sent about ''Gorillas in the Mist 77 is inadmissible as evidence
because it did not apply to the use of force issue involved in the trial.
But Davies said it ''clearly 77 was a racist statement,,

He said he would allow another Mobile Digital Terminal message sent by

Powell after the March 3, 1991, King incident, in which the suspended Los
Angeles police officer said he had not beaten anyone so severely in a long

time-
Davies also ruled that prior acts committed by Powell, Officer fed

Briseno and Sgt„ Stacey Kaon will not be admitted because they do not
really show intent, and would unfairly prejudice the jury.

Davies said he would allow the jury to see excerpts of Briseno’s
videotaped testimony from the state trial, a proceeding that resulted in

acquittals and led to the worst rioting in this country this century.
Today’ s pretrial hearing could last through tomorrow. The trial of

Powell, Briseno, former Officer Timothy Wind and Koon is scheduled to begin
Feb. £.

Davies also must grapple with whether the federal case violates the
constitutional guarantee against double jeopardy and whether each officer
should be tried separately.

Before today’s hearing, Briseno’s attorney told the Daily News that the
most serious dispute, by far, is over the one concerning double jeopardy.

''The average person would say this is double jeopardy,’’ said Harland
Braun. ''In the absence of a showing of a fraud or a scam (in the Si mi

Valley state t rial), there is no interest in prosecuting federally.’’
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civil-rights case
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;
A judge is set to begin ruling

I today on a flurry of legal motions
likefyTo shape the trial of four
LAPD officers charged with fed-

eral civil-rights crimes in the
beating of Rodney King.

More than 60 filings submitted
in the last six weeks await U.S.
District Judge John G. Davies
when he takes the bench this

i morning. Attorneys said they ex-

pect the hearing to take all day
and possibly longer.

The papers provide the broad
outlines of what is expected to be

’

one of the most widely followed

trials in recent history. The ac-

quittals of the officers on state

charges in Simi Valley sparked
the worst domestic urban unrest

this.century,

Los Angeles Police Depart-
ment Sgt. Stacey Koon, Officers

Laurence Powell and Theodore
Briseno and ex-Officer Timothy
Wind are scheduled to stand trial

Feb. 2 on charges that carry up to

10 years in prison and $500,000
in fines.

Davies will be asked to deter-

mine whether the federal case
violates the Constitution’s guar-

antee against double jeopardy;

i i mm ^
KOON POWELL BRISENO WIND

whether the government may in-

troduce evidence of prior mis-

conduct against the officers; and
whether the officers should be
tried separately because of diver-

gent defenses.

Davies also must decide if

jurors should be sequestered dur-

ing trial and whether the defense

may seek testimony of expert wit-

nesses on police procedures.

Briseno’s lawyer, Harland W.
Braun, said the double jeopardy

dispute should be at the top of

Davies’ agenda.

“The average person would say

this is double jeopardy. I think

it’s doublejeopardy,” Braun said.

“In the absence of a showing of
fraud or a scam (in the Simi Val-

ley trial), there is no interest in

prosecuting federally,” he said.

Another contentious matter

concerns the widening rift be-

tween defense attorneys.

The judge is expected to hear

arguments whether to hold a

hearing on conflict-of-interest

and misconduct accusations by
Briseno against Powell’s lawyer,

Michael P. Stone.

Braun said none of the other

matters can be resolved until Da-
vies determines if Stone, who re-

presented Powell in the state

case, may remain on the federal

case as well.

In a scathing attack on Stone,

Briseno said in a sworn statement

last month that Stone should be

thrown off the case because he

knowingly put on perjured testi-

mony during the state trial in an

effort to discredit Briseno.: Briseno.
, v
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Briseno broke ranks with his
fellow officers in the Simi Valley
trial by testifying that the others
were “out of control,” that he
tried to stop the beating and that
Koon could have handled the sit-

uation better. In response, Stone
called witnesses -to show that Bri-
seno may have been lying.

In his statement, Briseno said,

“Insofar as Mr. Stone became the
embodiment and instrumentality
of the ‘code of silence’ at the Simi
trial, f, if such witnesses are
called again, intend to assert that
Mr. Stone was part ofa conspira-
cy to defame and quiet me.”

Stone has denied .the charges
• and wants a hearing to airthe ac-
cusations and clear his name.

Last week, Koon joined the
fray with a motion to disqualify

* Stone on conflict-of-interest
grounds. * •

. Meanwhile, three defendants
' have aske.d to be tried separately

;
from Briseno because of his testi-

mony against them in the last

triaf.
‘ 1

Heading the government’s list

'

of requests is the admission into

evidence of prior acts of miscon-
duct by Powell, Koon and. Bri-
seno. The government said such
evidence will bolster their claim

that the officers acted with intent i— rather than out of fear or by !

accident— when they repeatedly
j

struck King after a high-speed
chase on March 3, 1991.

Unlike the Simi Valley trial,

prosecutors in the federal trial
\

must prove that the officers in- !

tended to harm King to convict
them of civil-rights charges.

Prosecutors want to introduce <

previously undisclosed evidence
\

that Powell beat a handcuffed ju-
j

•venile in his custody just months i

before the King beating.

Prosecutors also want jurors to

bear evidence ofa 1987 incident

in which Briseno is accused of
stomping on the head of a hand-
cuffed suspect and striking him
with baton blows* then trying to

coyer up the incident. Briseno re-

ceiyed a 66-day suspension for

the beating. .

' Finally, the government in-

tends to tell jurors of what itde-

scfibes as Koon’s failure to
promptly file a use-of-force re- !

port for the 1986 police beating !

of a juvenile. *
*

Lawyers for all three officers i

said the prior-act evi&lnce

!

should be excluded because it has
j

no direct bearing on the King
|

' beating. J



ON;
.Y/IJJI.S27SUNDAY

DAILY 35^
DESIGNATED AREASHIGHER

• •

00 Angeles Slimes
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 20, 1992

COPYRIGHT I99Z/THETIMES MIRROR COMF^NY/CCt/161 PAGES

Leak ofMemo
in King Case

SpursU.S.Probe

By RICHARD A, SERRANO
and JIM NEWTON
TIMES STAFF WRITERS

A confidential government
memo that questions the credibility

of Rodney G. King as a witness and
lists other potential weaknesses in

the case against officers accused in

his beating was disclosed to a
defense attorney, prompting a Jus-
tice Department inquiry, sources
said Thursday.
Although the exact ramifications

of the leak remain unclear, it is

seen at the very least as an embar-
rassment to prosecutors who have
experienced setbacks in pursuing a
case that legal everts consider
extremely challenging.

According to sources on both-*

sides of the case, the memo, known
as an “order of proof,” lays out the
government’s strategy and' notes

APPEARANCE SPARKS ANGER
Tustin parents and school offi-

cials are angry over an appear-
ance by-Rodney G. King. A3

*

which witnesses are likely to be
called, what they are likely to be
asked, andhow a jury might weigh
:heir credibility.

With the issue .of the memo
clouding the case, U.S. District
fudge John G.. Davies has met
-wice in closed sessions, once in
August and once last week, with
attorneys for the government and
*or the four accused* Los Angeles
aolice officers.

Lawyers and government offi-

cials have steadfastly refused to
comment on those sessions, or
acknowledge

,
the memo’s exist-

ence..

But in Washington late Thurs-r
lay, a Justice Department official

jaid: “We do not believe that [the
•elease of the memo] presents a
;erious problem,for the case.” The .

afficial indicated that prosecutors
cave had a chance to adjust -their .

;trategy to compensate for any
;hortcomings outlined in the memo
unce the document was drafted
pvpral months ai?o

One source who has read the
Justice Department memo told The
Times on Thursday that it discuss-
es specific problems with several
key witnesses—including King* his

passenger the night of the beating,

Bryant Allen, and California High-
way Patrol Officer Melanie Singer.

“It said they would have prob-
lems with some of the witnesses,”

the source said. “It just pointed out
the weaknesses in the case.”

He said the memo was merely
meant as an internal update and
that it drew no conclusions about
whether the case could be won.

The officers’ trial in state court
ended in acquittals on all but

one count, sparking last spring’s :

riots. The federal civil rights case is

widely seen as a more difficult

prosecution than the initial trial, in

part because prosecutors need to

prove that the officers intended to

deprive King of his civil rights

during the March 3, 1991, beating.

The case is being carefully
watched because of concerns that

.

acquittals could result in more civil

|

unrest.
.

J

King, who was not called to

testify in the state case, is expected

to play a key role in the federal

trial, set to begin in February.

“About Rodney King,” the
source said, “[the memo] said that

there could be a problem because
of * his prior inconsistent state-

ments.” King originally contended
that the beating was not racially

motivated but later told state pros-

ecutors that the officers repeatedly

taunted him with racial- slurs.dur-*

ing the incident.

The memo also discussed Allen’s

credibility, and noted that “they
[the U.S. attorney’s office] didn’t

believe he was a very good wit-

ness,” the source said. . *

In the state trial, Allen appeared
nervous and confused, and defense

attorneys attempted to portray him.:

as a gang member with a* criminal

record.
.

’

i The source said the memo also

questioned the credibility of CHP
Officer Singer, who testified in the

state trial that Officer Laurence
t
M. i

Powell struck King in the head *

with his police baton—a contention

disputed by a series-of other wit-

nesses.

The observations in the memo
were intended as private commu-
nication among Justice Depart-

ment officials. But after it fell into

the hands of a defense attorney,

the Justice Department’s Public

Integrity Section took an interest

in the case. That office prosecutes

criminal misconduct and corrup-

tion by elected and appointed offi-

cials at all levels of government.
The investigation apparently

was being conducted by Thomas N.

Burrows, a public integrity section

lawyer, who filed court documents
under seal in connection with the

case Aug. 21.

Although details -of Burrows’ in-

vestigation have not been dis-

closed, others close to the case say

that the section’s interest appears

to be focused on the question of

how the memo got out.

Terree A. Bowers, the U.S.
torney for the Central Distr

declined to comment on the mer
Sources said that after he spe

with a reporter from.The Times,
warned others close to the case

)

to discuss the issue.

. Steven D. Clymer, another k
prosecutor in the case, did i

return phone calls seeking co^

ment.

Times staff writer Ronald J. Ostr

contributed to this story

Two sources close to the case

said Michael P. Stone, the at-

torney for Powell,* was mailed a
copy of the memo, apparently by
mistake. Stone* read the memo,
realized that it should not have
been sent to.him, notified the court

and prosecutors,, and returned the
document, one source said.

Stone has repeatedly declined to

answer any questions about the

memo.

National Public Radio, in a re-

port scheduled to air this morning,

says “it appears unlikely that the

memo was given to the defense by
* mistake.” A transcript of the radio

report does not offer any support

for that contention, however.

Powell, along with Officer^

Theodore J. Briseno and Timothy
E. Wind, and Sgt. Stacey C. Koon,

were indicted in August by the

federal government.

Since then, “we’ve had two s<

cret hearings, and there’s been
number of documents filed under

seal,” said Harland W. Braun, the

lawyer for Briseno. “That’s been
disturbing to me. Any time there’:

secrecy in such a major case it’:

disturbing.”

.Braun* said he could not*com-|

ment on the contents—or the ex

istence—of the memo.
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ACTION URGED ON LEAKED
KING MEMO

JJyJlMNEWTON
^mdRONALDj.OSTROW
IWtHSTAFF WRITERS

jy Justice Department Officials I

scnonbied Friday to control dam- 1

age from the improper release of a c

Confidential prosecution memo in

-the Rodney G. King beating case,

'Climbers of Congress called for a *

inquiry and sources said in- i

yestigators are studying several i

including whether the
j*

Coctiment was released by a gov- 3

erhment“mole.’’ . !

in addition. The Times learned 3

tat one of the lead prosecutors in |

e Case has suggested that the !

document may have been pur-

joinedby a burglar.

"Sen. Joseph R. Biden Jr. (D-

DeL) said he was "deeply dis-

turbed” by reports that the memo-

randum—which lays out the pros-

•ecution’s case, including questions

about the credibility of King and

other witnesses—had been given

sio one of the defense lawyers.

Biden, who chairs the Senate Judi-

ciary Committee, urged Atty. Gen.

William P. Barr to quickly resolve

the matter with disciplinary or

criminal action against anyone

Bfbund responsible,

i .'Rep. John Conyers (D-Mich.),

|^ho chairs the House Government
ffoSuaratinns Committee and is a

ajenior member on the Judiciary

Committee, called for a courtrap-:

jjj
fontwi independent counselto ex-

phtae the leak.

^•.- ‘‘Whoever leaked the memo may

Ittive effectively sabotaged the fed-

laral prosecution against the four

ISLAPD officers and may be guUty of

obstruction of justice,” Conyers

^d. Re called the leak "a possible

' conspiracy by officials in the. Jus-

tice Department to acquit the

LAPD, whose brutal acts of violence were seehafouhd
|

toe world on videotape. . . . We have a major crisis of

confidence inside the Justice Department” .

Justice Department officials had no comment

The Times reported Friday prosecutors had allowed

a copy of the sensitive memorandum to fall into the

hands of one of the defense lawyers in the highly

Charged case against four Los Angeles police officers

accused of violating King’s civil rights. The docu-

ment’s release—whether by mistake or by design—

>has embarrassed the government, raised questions

fibout the potential effects on. the case and fueled

jgbncerns about security within' the Justice Depart-

W in a statement released by his office, Biden said:

^Disclosure of this memorandum would constitute an

Inexcusable breach of security in 'a highly sensitive

i&se of national importance/’ \
^Biden also asked the Justice.Department to report

gpa soon as possible” on ffie progress of its internal

jpvestigation. .

5* Biden and Conyers are key inembers of congres-

Chsimnrt^- 80-33B
SubrnMino OfRoe:
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Sfven as pressure increased 6h the Justice Depart-

TLiment to locate the source of the leak, officials

insisted that the document's contents do not threaten

the government's prosecution of the police Officers.

One source who has-read the docmnent told The

Times that in addition,to laying oui.the government's

prosecution strategy, .the memo details credibility

problems with King and other witnesses. Of.Kmg, the

Source said thememo balls attention to his conflicting

statements about whether- the beating^ racially

‘motivated.
’ .*’ V .

* ‘

-

« The source said it also questions the.crembmty of

*;car the nightof the March 3/-i99i> beating.

Though potentially damaging to the government s

^case, those issues were widdytaown^
'the memo was written well before the officers were

'indicted in August As a result, prosecutors.have
v
had

.time to adjust their strategy,, according ;to observers

!

:

inside and outside the Justice Department -
. ;

: .''Assuming that the ; document says what ft Teport-

‘edly does, I don't ’think .it's M .that damaging” said

(Laurie Levenson/ a Loyola Law School professor and

‘former federal prosecutor. “Also, I would be much

!more concerned if you had a leak [of prosecution

istrategy] at this stage, rather than a few months ago.”

i From the prosecution's standpoint, however, the

lease already is considered a difficult one, as govern-

•ment lawyers will be required to prow that toe
, n/irtr?/^

officers intentionally sought to deprive King of his & ~l

i — I ns ANGELES



. Most officials agreed and expressed confidence that

'the case could go forward despite.the memo's release.

'Meanwhile! sources say the Justice department's

iPublic Integrity Section is investigating several theo-

,ries of how it fell Into the hands of Michael P. Stone,

!the lawyer for Officer Laurence M. Powell..
!1 While some sources suggest that the release- may
lljave been a mistake, most Justice Depiutmeat offkftgs

jajppear to believe it was intentional—ditber^he result

<>La mole inride .the prosecution team a
j

break-in at the U.S. attorney's office
\

' The possibility of a break-in was-si^ested

jttgttitant US. Atty. Steven D. aymer.ehebfthe lead

^^^pitors in the case,' during a closed-dOor session

District Judge John G. DkviesVaccording to

two sources who asked anonymity.

Clymer and Terree A. Bowers, the U.Si attorney for

the Central District of California, declined to comment

'Friday, as did others who attended the session befor|

^Davies. - / .

• -

Others dose to the case were not inclined"fo, accept

rthe break-in theory, but* gave more credence to the
l4dea that a mole inside the Justice Department.may

cbave mailed the document to Stone in order to help

cfcim prepare his client's defense,

v 4t
lVs no secret that there is some sympathy for these

Officers in law enforcement circles,” said one source

>who asked not to be identified. 'It's possible that there

is someone in the Justice Department who wanted to

; help them.”
' With his claims of a possible “conspiracy” to acquit

/the officers, Conyers appeared to back that theory.

“Such a conspiracy would undermine the^integrity of

"the entire criminal justice system as it relates to

African-Americans,” Conyers said.

The officers accused in the beating of King, who is

black, were acquitted on all but one count during a

state trial last spring. The verdicts touched off the Los

Angeles riots, and the federal case is being closely

watched in part because of concerns that , acquittals

could spark more violence.

After reports of the memo surfaced Friday in The

-Times and on National Public Radio, anxiety ran high
* in the prosecution camp, but there also were'signs the

incident has helped to deepen a rift on the defense side.

Lawyers for Officer Theodore J. Briseno and Sgt.

"Stacey C. Koon said they were disturbed by reports

that Stone had received the memo but returned it to

prosecutors before sharing it with the other defend-

ants or their-lawyers.
' '

“It's not clear in my mind .that he would have to

return xA if it was sent to'lip^T

.

'^hqr^!^en^^se^l^
v

t-/ *
;• Ira

:
Salesman, .who r^resentsi

;
Koon, dectoed to

commentuth 'detail, but satd: *.tTbat account, if true,

* raisesis^esthatneed ^
‘

- None df/the defenselavtyerS'W willialk

abotit the contents ofib&m&EOfytod sobwses say that

all the parties are under a, gag order topoged by-

Davies. Oi^;rfesult of tiiat qrderisthat defense latfjrers

apparently-cannot talk about thememo even among
themselves, frustrating their efforts to join forces in

advance ofhextyearistrial: —

^

Even before the leak of the pubSt?’

Salzman and Braun each filed motions'infederal cotirt

challenging' Stone's right

Po^l, Although Braun's motioniiasWih aitoissTO;

S^&an continues to argue thatStppe h^s'a fcotiflict.cS
*

Interest ftithe case, shouldbe jeexpoyed.
^

^

Stone, could not be reached, fc^.cwmerit "He

repeatedly declined to discuss' the 'memo. or

acknowledge its existence. .
-

Newton reported from Los Angeles; Ostrow from Westtf

faigton. Times staff writer Richard A. Serrano also contribut

ed to this story.
' "
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Blacks Not

Surprised

by Leak in

King Case
Judiciary: Community leaders

have been suspicious of the

system’s treatment of

African-Americans. Still, they

are incensed that a strategy

memo on the trial ended up in a

defense attorney’s hands.

By MARC LACEY
TIMES STAFF WRITER

Nothing is surprising anymore, say those

in the black community who have followed

the Rodney G. King beating case through

the not guilty verdicts, the worst civil

unrest in modern U.S. history and reports

last week that a confidential Justice De-

partment memo was leaked to the defense.

“The worst thing about the leak, the

thing that makes it so sad, is that it didn t

really surprise me,” said Ralph Sutton, a

member of the Brotherhood Crusade. The

justice system continuously seems to be

taking black people for granted.”

Celes King, state chairman of the Con-

gress of Racial Equality, said: “It’s almost

as if this whole affair has become a sitcom.

What could possibly happen next?”

When the federal government an-

nounced the indictments of the four Los

Angeles police officers on civil rights

charges in August, many who had been

jaded by the not guilty verdicts in the state

trial were elated.

“I think that this action,” Mayor Tom

Bradley said at the time, "is going to help

bring about a sense of confidence on the

part of the people that this system is now

working.” , ,

But the leak of the secret strategy

document has only reinforced widespread

suspicions among many about the fairness

of the judiciary. Although the ramifications

of the unauthorized release remain unclear,

the credibility of the government’s effort

took a major blow.
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“There was already little comfort in the

justice system,” said Councilman Mark

Ridley-Thomas. “Anything that further

diminishes the integrity of the judiciary

. foments cynicism, despair^ and ulti-

mately lawlessness and anarchy.”

It was outrage over the verdicts, Ridley-

Thomas said, that led to the outbreak of

rioting on April 29 amid cries of “No

Justice, No Peace.” Also fresh in every-

one’s mind, he said, was the controversial

case in which Korean-born grocer Soon Ja

Du was given probation for fatally shooting

black teen-ager Latasha Harlins.

The internal Justice Department memo,

which outlined the prosecution’s case and

questioned the credibility of King and

others as witnesses, was apparently mailed

to Michael P. Stone, the attorney for officer

Laurence M. Powell. After word of the leak

got out last week, angry members of

Congress called for a swift inquiry into who

was responsible.

Danny Bakewell, president of the Broth-

erhood Crusade, said he is convinced that

race is a factor in all the twists and turns of

the case.
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“This just reinforces the Afri-

can-American community’s para-

noia that justice is always twisted

when it comes to African-Ameri-
cans,” Bakewell said. In fact, the

injustices have become so perva-

sive that the concerns are no
longer paranoia, he said.

Rep. Maxine Waters (D-Los An-
geles) puts the leaked memo in the

same league as the bizarre new
developments in the racially

charged case of truck driver Re-
ginald 0. Denny.

Dennis Palmeiri, a former attor-

ney for one of the men accused of

beating Denny on the first night of

the riots, testified last week that he
had been ordered not to vigorously

defend his client, Damian Monroe
Williams, by superiors at the de-

funct Center for Constitutional

Law and Justice.

The former deputy director of

the center, Frederick George Ce-
lani, has said in a taped statement

that he was hired by the federal

government to sabotage Williams’

case. The judge, John W. Ouder-
kirk, is considering a motion by
Williams' new attorney to throw
out the charges.

“These are unheard of prob-

lems,” Waters said. “Why are they

happening all of a sudden with this

case? We're at a point in time

where we are increasingly suspi-

cious of the criminal justice system.

[These developments] don’t help

us any.”

A former gang member who has

spent time behind bars agreed.

“You can't trust the justice sys-

tem a bit,” said Smokey, who wore
a T-shirt that showed the Bill of

Rights in flames over the slogan

“Can’t Trust This.” “We know it

ain't fair. There ain't a brother in

the neighborhood that thinks he's

gonna get a fair trial.”

Councilman Michael Woo, one in

a large field of mayoral candidates

vying to replace Bradley, said

skepticism of the justice system

extends to all of the city's ethnic

communities, although it is most
pronounced among African-Amer-
icans.

“I’m extremely alarmed,” Woo
said. “There -were millions of peo-

ple all over the country that

thought justice was denied in the

first trial. It’s very disturbing to

think that justice in [the] second

trial may have been jeopardized.”
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